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T II E W 0 0 D S ! 

IlAT.r fi contiiry ago there prevailed lui extraordinary 
inaiiia in Scotland for planting trees. general 

bareiioss of tiie countiy, the want of shelter for newly- 
hrolion uj) lands, and tlio desire for orniimenting estates, 
ofltTod a sufrieient reason for going largely into arlK)ri- 
culLiire. lint other causes conspired. Eorc?ign timber 
was b(?a\ily taxed, and wood of even ordinary kinds 
was onornionsly expensive. AVood, thorefon*, as a 
growing ero]), was believefl to be one of tlie best sources 
of revenue to landed ju'oprietors. Wbetlier for these 
or other rea.so]is, planting was carried prodigious lengths 
in various iiarts of the countiy, vastly to the improve- 
ment of t he elimato, and also of general amenity. 

(.'onsidorablc success in a commercial sense, as is 
w('ll known, attended tlie eUbrts of the Duke of Athol 
and other great ])lanters in the north ; and this very 
success led to still wider (Mitorinisos. Thirty years 
ago— twenty years ago — planting was taken up by the 
h'ssiT projirictors as a spe(des of duty. It was the 
fashion to plant, and everybody planted. No sooner 
ilid a gentleman puiTliaso an estate than ho made 
arrangements with nurserymen to plant his hill sides, 
and tiiese w’ere in time duly laid out with fantastically- 
shajxal clumps and belts of treses. Sir AValter Scott, 
on purchasing Abbotsford, went strongly into tliis 
craze for planting; and on various occasions in liis 
writings — more particularly in an article in the ‘Quar- 
terly Review’ — recommended every man who had tlie 
means and opportunity to set trees a -growing on liis 
property. The result, wc again say, is a great addition 
to the beauty of the country. Scotlmid has been maile 
quite another thing by the operations of its gentlemen 
planters. We thank them for what they have done, 
and hox»c that their example will be followed in such 
situations as still stand in need of shelter and decora- 
tion. 

While, however, commending the generally disinte- 
rested otlbrts of planters, the time seems to have come 
when it may be inquired how their enterprises arc 
likely to prove profitable. One thing we distinctly 
admit : shelter from plantations has greatly advanced 
agriculture ; and where this is the case a good and 
proper end has been gaiiurd. Beauty, also, is w’orth 
not a little. But beyond these two elements there is 
reason to believe that* plantations in nmny situations 
will turn out a dead loss and cruel disappointment. 
In an excellent practical treatise on planting,’" the 
author, a planter by i)rofession, goes into some lengthy 


* Tlie l-'orestcr. A Trealipe on tho I'Janting aii-i Management 
of TrovH. J*y JiimcB Brown, Arniston. Blackwood : 1051, 

VOL. A' VI. 


statements to prove that trees, bn a calculation of sixty 
or a hundred years, will be an infinitely more profitable 
crop than anything else, supposing that the land, for 
ordinary purposes, is worth only ten shillings an acre 
per annum. lie mentions that in one i>lace an acre of 
land iiroduced L.14I in sixty years from trees, while it 
would have given only L.30 by renting it to a farmer. 
And so on with various other ealculations. 3t does 
not escape tlio notice of this clever planter that the 
value of wood varies aeconling as the locality may or 
may not be (ionvcniently situated as regards a ready 
market for the sale of timber. But a leading .and 
serious defect in his production consists in a want of 
deliberate advice on this important point. Some little 
acquaintanceship wnth trees in the way of property 
induces us to supply that species of admonition wliich 
the work in question, like most other treatises on 
planting, has unfortunntcly omitted. 

Ill rcjuling liceounts of Canada and other iiueledred 
parts of AiiKTica, one is apt to be not a little sur- 
prised at the valiielessness of the growing tinibor. 
Forests of the finest tall trees arc si)(>ken of as a general 
nuisance. Magnifieent trees which in this country ^vc 
should look upon with respect, a rc^ viewed with detes- 
tation by settlers, and are felled, dragged together In 
lieap^f and burned. 'J'be land, in fact, is not of any valuo 
iflii the timber is got rid of. In these? extensive trans- 
atlantic regions trees arc for the most part only of use 
for firewood, or for limited local purposes. It may bti 
doubted ‘Whether, if taken altogether, they arc worth so 
much as a single farthing each. A tree four feet thick 
worlli no more tliaii a farthing! A similar worthless- 
ness of timber is cxi»crienced in Norwaj'^ and Sweden. 
Travellers in these (countries speak of the finest large 
trc'os being obtainable for a penny to threepence each — 
tn?cs which in Ijondon would prolxibly be sold for three 
or four pounds. 'I'his worthlossne.ss of timber in Canada 
and in Norway of course arises from the Avant of local 
demand corre.sponding to the supply, and also tlie higli 
cost of transit to suitable foreign markets. Overplant- 
ing lias placed various parts of Scotland in a position, 
as respects trees, analogous to Canada and Norway. 
In those districts traversed by railway. s, or which are in 
the vicinity of large toAvns or seaports, or that are the 
centre of mining oi>erations, wood of smaller and larger 
gjxiwth can be disposed of pretty readily at paying 
prices ; but in situations possessing neither of these 
advantages, trees of any size are barely worth the wst 
of cutting down. Larch, fir, ash, elm, oak— all are 
nearly alike useless— positive oncumliefers of the eoUr ; 
We shall, for example, take a fort'At Bituated at tliO ; 
distanco of about thirty miles inland from a large town. 
In that length of rodd there arc six toU-bars, and 
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pi a timber ocoii|iyi)ag two (b\ys will be 

shiliii^gs^a euiB double the 
! goods 'by 'sea from -St Petersburg,’ 

this eaepeaee of land-carriage^ are ^cled 
1 diargefrUjp^ rearing^ leuciugv thfiuiing, 

i CMJttiPg* of laud fbr a series of years—a 

^ ■ ■%riee cannot in the circiiin- 

; stauf^^^fe A few well -grown and i>eculiar 

to pay; but we are siieaking of 
oii^ndrie^ acres of trees, not small q^uantitics of a 
■ quality. In sliort, tlie landowjier 

[: ;■ ^ hands, and is cut ofT from the 

worlcVbyhal^^ toll -bars, may almost as well 

[ ::.^Y0 extent of bare rock so far as direct profit 

]^ :":'?;U '.i3S0Tnioernodr ’ . . ■ . 

of this nature are beginning to be pain- 
the fiona and grandsons of many great 
. planters there can bo little doubt. 'Hie ballueination 
an unsaleable article is in the 
of explosion, much to the distress of families 
^ ^iio had reckoned on a dififerent result. To aggravate 
: : the hardship of extensive trw-owiicrs, idougbs, barrows, 
and sonte other agricultural implements which were 
; made of native hardwood, are now constructed 

i pf irpii; 80 that, in the situations to whidi we refer, an 
' or elm tfee^ unless of vast age and .size, is probalTly 
: p^ no more worth than one of fir or larch. Larches of 
size ibr what are called ‘ country juirposes — 
that is, for making palings or hurdlos-'^ore indeed llie 
only tilings saleable, but at prices which it seems a 
burlesque to mention. 

In the course of last summer it was our fortune to 
cut down and try to scU sixty thousand trees in order 
: tp thin cerU^^ Larches, Scots firs, and oaks 

were those principally cut. All wore about twenty- 
five years’ growth, and gmierally they were about the 
thickness of a man’s log; some smaller, where they 
had been too crowdetl. The larches were cut and peeded 
by contract for 27s. per 1000, and tJie Scots firs were 
out for los. pciT 1000. The cost of cutting the sixty 
thousand was L.OJl, .Os.; and adding the charges fur 
cartage, and all other expenses, the entire outlay was 
L.li), 6s, 

. How to dispose of-tlio givat loads of ti'ccs that lay 
; scattered about among the woods was now the (li^llcult 3 ^ 
There thO fallen timber lay; and as W'O looked at the 
uncoiisciona heaps of trees that lately hloomed in all 
riieir leafy honours, we felt as if 'wo had done a cruel 
thing. However, the question was now how to sell 
thestJ inuKleved innocents. Our fiictor, a shrewd man 
. qf business^every laird, great and small, must have 
hi$ factor-r recommended, an auction. Mloup them,’ 
$aid he ; ‘ public competition is the thing,’ Accordingly, 
on a day in June, a roup was called by moans of hills 
, on every kirk door within a spliero of ten miles ; post 
letters were despabdied to farmers ; and in the nearc.st 
burgh town the roup Avns announced by tuck of drum. 
The great day came, and with it a crowd of some thirty 
- to forty persons at an appoinUxl place among the womls. 

wo advanced to the spot tlie w^ene that presented 
itself was picturesque and original. Men in gray plaids 
■ were seated on mossy banks talking gravely of country 
matters; here and there lay ft shepherd with his dog; 
two or thr^ rural carpenters were inspecting the lots ; 
and the fact^^^ book and pen in hand, imd 

an ilikhmrn at his buttonhole, stood ready for business. 
At our approach the auctioneer, a tall, aged carle, who 
had gbiio through hundrcMla of things of the kind, 
called out that the roup w going to begin ; and to 
shew that time up, ho appealed confidently to a 
>SjiYC4* watch as ihick as a moderate-sized turnip. 

Ah gathered ihemscives slowly to their legs ; two or 
mouths stuinpy tobacco-pipes, and 

Sevpiifal noses took siiuff. There was a general screwing 

to business. At iTds tmporttint crisis, the auctioneer 


winked, as a signal for us to havo a private word with 
him. 

Speaking low : * Have you got the whisky ?* said he. 

* \Vhat whisky ? * 

* Why tlio whisky for the drams to be sure I Uiiless 
each get a dram and a biscuit, nothing will he done 1’ 

* Never heard of such a tiling,’ said we ; * the people 
come to buy wood, not to drink.* 

‘ Well, Well, do as 3 'on like,’ replied the rustic Nestor ; 

‘ only I can* tell you this, that unles.g they are primed 
they* wont fire;- Manj- of them want to buy, but they 
have not got tlieir blood up; and unless they have a 
little spirits to warm tbem, they will hardly be brought 
to give ft bode. I ken the lads doon hereaway fine.’ 

A pretty fix this 1 We must cither make tlie people 
half-tippy, or see the loads of timber remain undisposed 

of-» 

To cut the difficulty, the onus of the tran.^inetion Avas 
thrown on the factor. He miglit do as he liked. The 
factor judgiHl it prudent to supply ‘ refreshment some 
of the audience Inui come ten miles, ami were a good 
deal tired — it was siic.li a warm day, &c. A gilly was 
[ despatdicd for a tew bottles of spirits and a batch of 
biscuits. ’rUe intelligence, loudly aimoiitieed, tliat 
refresbment.s were coming, acted like magic, q’hc 
m.aster of the ceremonies lifted Ins slalK wljich acted 
‘the p.art of a hammer; and the bidding began. A 
shilling for that lot — cigbteenpence — two shillings. 
Here a pause. 

* What are you ^vniting on now, genth^mcn—go on !’ 
said the auctioneer ooaxingly. 

‘ You have not tokl if tlierc is to bo nny discouiil for 
ready money,’ cried a voice briskly. 

*Oh, I forgot thill!’ w.as responded. * There is to 
be sixxience a pound discount for (jasli.’ 

There was a murmur of approbjitioii, and half a- crovrn 
w'as twice bidden. ‘Going to be a lirisk s;i,K*,’ whis- 
pered' the auctionoor to us encouragingly. One lot 
.after another was knocked down ; and if iillle money 
was going, there was no defiden<*y of jokes, 

‘Aih, Charlie, that’s a capital lot; ye’ll hac nac* 
want o’ parritch sticks.’ 

‘I Avaduft wonder, 'ram, but. ye’re gaivn to set up 
as a grand timlxir-mondiant ; there will ho nac speaking 
to ye.’ 

‘Come, Saiidie,’ cried the auctioneer, ‘ here’s a lot 
for you ; what d’ye — a shilling to begin with ?* 

f^andie mustered courage to bid a shilling. 

‘ J ’ll gio ye a ha’penny mair,’ said a smart little man, 

‘ Honts,’ said tlie aii<!tionci?r, hiughinghearlil}", ‘ kc'^p 
that for tlie brodc * the morn. We caiina taku a hode 
under a penny ! ’ 

From heap to liefip the company str.'igglod on, 
ascending the hill, and pausing ev(*r and anon to 
chat, laugh, snuff, and do a little iii the wiiy of pur- 
chasing. At length liaving come to a steep jiart of 
the road, which was cut roughly through the w<;;(m1s, 
a discussion broke out on a matter of serious con- 
cerji. Amidst the murmur of voices that rea(‘he<i ns 
through the trees, one was heard louder than (lie re? t: 

* I ’ll no buy another bawbee’s worth unless you kuid 
mo the slype.’ 

‘Wcel, weel, Charlie,’ replied the old auction(?or 
goothinglj-, ‘ye’ll get the slyxie, I’se warrant. ■\Vhoio 
is ho himsel* ? ’ 

Perceiving that w'o were in j’cqtiost, wo made our 
appearance. 

. ‘Will yo lend tho alypo?’ 

* The slype I— what ’s tho slype ? * 

‘The slype! — no to ken the slype, ami yon liave 
got such a gude ane too ! * 

‘Then be so good as exiiain what it is.* 

* Losh, sir, no to underetand what a slype ia ! * 

Tliere were looks of extreme surprise all round. Wo 

♦ Collvciing-disli for the jjoor at the clmrch door, j 
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wore eviJenlly licid to bo very small for our igno- 
raricc of woodland Affairs. The factor, as in duty 
bound, came to the rescue. 

‘ The slype/ said ho, ‘ is a kind of sledge for bringing 
limber down from high places on the hills, where a 
cart witb wheels could not be taken.* 

‘ Ihit I do not know that I have a slype.’ 

‘ Yes, you have one, lying soinewliere in the farm* 
olheos : shall I xn'oiiuso the loan of it ?* 

* By all means.* 

I’acifled rospecthig the slype, the salt went od, and 
cume to a finish when still a good way from the top of 
the hill. • 

‘A capital (la3'’s work this, sir,* said the auctioneer 
as we walked liomo part of the way \vitli him. ‘The 
clerk tells me the sales will come to at least twenty 
l>OLUul, and a’ as gude as paid !* » 

^’llercabouts, cortninly, was the sum-total. There 
were oiie hniulred and seventeen lots disposed of, 
consisLing, in the aggregate, of twenty-three thousand 
trees, cut and ready for putting on cart or slype. 
Alror iiaying all expenses, the auction hardly realised 
till* outlay. Ihit the liistory of the atlUir is not ended. 
Drspito the strong tomxitation of sixpence per liound 
iii.s(?oimt, man^’^ of tlio lots were ncvin* claiined. The 
sale took place in the middle of .Inno, and at Christinas 
the snow fell on various unremovod masses of timbei' — 
a. melaiu'holy exhibition. Of course, there might h.ave 
Ik'Cu legal prosecution. Ihit who would worry liim- 
si'lf about such a. tritle? The result, one wu)'’ ami 
another, satistu*d the sentiment. Any more saks of 
wf>od by auction ^vas out of the question; and the 
riMnaimier of the lots v/ere disposed of privatol^y, some 
in bjji’ter, and others for money. The creditor side of 
the aceonnt was (considered by the ncighbouTh<>od as 
exccc<iingly fa vourable. It shewed for sale of -wood and 
bark .k.iol, 11 s. Ud. ; leaving a balance over outlay of 
l/.i-'o, l)s. (Id., besides a lot (jf trees retained for lionie 
use. 

‘Von maj' think yourself well off,’ said ewery one. 
vA pciuiy M piece is considered a good price for trees 
in I liis quarter ; and if ;vou clear the expense of cutting 
tlicm dowTi and removing them, it is reckoned a grimt 
maiter.* 

A great matter ccu’tainly ! Our eyes were opened 
to the grandeur of nrijoricmlturi?. As maivy trees as a 
horse could draw on a cart were sold for cightr^cn- 
pcnco, llicugh, to do the transacliou justice, son»e 
cartloads brought as high as haIf-:i-crown and three 
shillings. The whole atiair was amusingly absurd, and 
presented a fine inslunce of the fiddle- faddlery in which 
country geiitlenum iisuall}'^ busy theins<‘lves. To see 
liow fill* tlie joke mig;bt lie carried, wc invited a couii- 
liy carpenti'i’, who w^antcxl Komo good firs, to iusi>ect a. 
lot of iipw.'irils of forty 3’C.'n-s’ growth. Capital tall 
s ticks they were — not your thinnings. The offer which 
this judicious artisan made for them Avas — threepence 
to sixpence each. Had he cleared the tAvo aiues of 
land Avhieh tlicy eoA'orod, avo should jArobably' have 
pockcled someAvherc umkT lliirty shillings. ‘ Why, 
3^ou do not mean to say that Ihreoiicncc is all the worth 
of tluvt tree ? ’ 

‘ Yes, f do/ replied the dealer in timber ; ‘ there is 
little demand for wood of tliat kind here, and so much 
of it ('an be had that the prices going are a mere trifle.’ 
Exit carpenter, and no sales. 

Such are the exxK'rieiices of a tree-owner, avIio slmuld 
be glad to kuoAv Avbat he is to do Avith a hundred mid 
tAventy acres of as ‘ fine thriving timber* as CAmr graceii 
an ad AX^rti semen t, or formed tlie subject of eulogy of a 
reporter on pbantatious. Tliere are the trees, green, 
beautiful, the embelliahmout of the landscape. GroAv- 
ing and growing, year by year they are seen adding. to 
their hulk, toAAering on the hill -sides, and offering » 
choice of solitary AAuilks, deliciously fragrant ai^d cool 
in the summer heats. But how is the primary and 


continued cost of those fine woods to bp 
Thirty miles from a market I Sk 
sophistry, no ^try can get over ^psiP k#; 
bar beyond tlie, legitimate demands 
ornaibcnt, those pleasant woods, the piide of 
are valueless— a miserable consequence of thai 
dent taste for planting which a number of yearP a-go? 
knew no limit but tlic power of satisfying it. 


THE BARONESS 

Wnfound ourselves doomed to the unpleasant task of ?' 
lodging-hunting at a peculiarly unpropitious season for ■ 
thos(5 who desired to ciAinbino economy Avith comfort : 
and njspectability ; the monster Exhibition having 
extended its influencG even to the quiet, far-away regions 
of Bloomsbury. Tlie nolilicn tions of ‘ Apartments to 
lot* in the wdndows of lioiiscs in the almost grass-grown 
streets of that once -fashionable locality far excelled 
fuiy number within the memory of ‘the oldest inhabi- 
tant;* evincing how tlie anticipations of a Imryest of 
unusual profit, arising from the expected influx of 
visitors to the metropolis, had contagiously spread. Iri 
the course of our progress we turned doAvn a short 
blind street, Avbere the liouscs Avere few, of moderato 
eviCf and mm*e clieering outward aspect than the larger 
and dingier mansions of the immediate neighbourhoi^. 
We singl(*d out one aa'Iioso Aviiulm^s looked bright and 
clean, ami Avhere tbe anuouheoinont of atrcommodation 
was displayed on a small (jard in ver}^ minute duiracters 
— so minute as st'an^ely to bo decipherable, and causing 
us to hesltut(.A before making application at the door 
AAdth the usual question, ‘ Can w(^ vioAv tluj apartments ? * 
lloAvcATr, our donhts were speedily dieporsecl h)' a 
neat young Immhnaldcn, who replied to our timid 
summons Avitli considerable alacrit}’^, inviting us to 
Avalk in, and to Avalk up to the first fioor. This wo did, 
and found (nirselvos in Avbafc was of (jourso dcnominateil 
the draAA'ing-rtwm— and wliat a talc wc read by scrii- 
f inising tlie contents of the room ! I turned over theSc 
sad pages of reality, Avhieh iiiterosted mo much, for I 
sa.AV AVO Averc in tlie abode of faded gentility, and not in 
a Regular lodging-Jiouse. Tliere Avas scant antique ftir^ 
ivituro, preserved Avitir the utmost care and scrupulous 
cleanlincBS ; touching altcriipts at decoration and cm- 
bellisliuKMit ; fine iiinslin curtains, so exquisitely darned 
tliat the (^lariiiug stood in the stead of embroidery ; ami 
all presided over by an air of poverty indescribable, 
AAdiich made one shiver and foci cold at the bare idea of 
becoming an inmate. Ancient annuals Avere arranged 
methodically on a far more uiickmt tabic, and in tho 
midst stood a splendid china bowl, GAidcntly the pride 
and glory of the house. It avus indeed a beaulifui 
thing, while a solitary card reposed in its depths ; mui 
shall I £?ontbss that wc had tho curiosity and imperti- 
nence to xieei) at this hit of pasteboard? It had been 
so often cleaned with India-rulibcr that the printing 
Avas beginning to be obliterated; but stilt fairly cUs-* 
tinguishable Av(*re the letters which formed the words — 

‘ Sir Thomas Crumpton, Crumiiton Court.’ 

I had just returned this honoured rcslie to its painted 
nest, Avhen an individual rapitlly entered the apartment, 
talking in mi equally rapid, excited manner, AvitlioUt 
once stopping to take breath, and requesting us to step ■ 
doAvn to the dining-room, ‘ where aunt was, and also a 
fire*' Tlio individual alluded to, whose quick. motions, 
w'p noAv followed down the stairs we had so ktely 
as(Jended, was a small- sized female, apparently 
fifty yofirs of age. She had rcmarkftbly fine darl^ eyes ; 
but otberAvisq the pinched, meagre, not to say kteveii 
expression oi‘ her countenance, was absoltttely ppinfiil 
to contemplate. Her dress AA'as formed thO qbao^ 
lete mode, when waists AA'cre just under the arm-pits, 
and four brotidths of silk were reckoned the allowance 
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skirt! But .her headgear — what but hadn’t when they first camci never walking out 
I : i ' What fashion, what country, save to chiirch—they were had walkers : no hooks, no 

V^j| wh#^^ no covering papers; only this old spinet to enliven their solitary, 

ff/: own monotonous lives. They never hinted at poverty or 

' ' yljibib-^but that w on the crow'ji «rf* thc privation, though the baroness sighed when she spoke 

, y fxcad, to resemble ii basket containing flowers — artificial of former splendours. At lengtli we madcvour osenjaN 

I ^ ' flowers of Tbwign and antique manufacture. The though only by promising to call again, and give our 

: flowers wt»reifadcd ; the dross w'as darned, like the cur- final answer, ‘ Which we th hope — oh, m much !— may 

tains ; the gloves were mended—oh I so wdl aiid Iwau- be in tlie affirmative !’ exclaimed both aunt and niece, 

tifullymendeil! — and yet the little, odd lady A;oWUke as we warmly shook hands, and parted like old friends. 

we felt convinced was one to all Tlie jjreat wonder to us was, how they had ever brought 

; iijteto and purposes. She chattered without ceasing their minds to let lodgings ; but as our iu'.quaiiitjuiec 

: in tlie easiest, mo.st confidential way, and intro<1uced ripened, «tho facts of the case beciinie .more fully 

; us to her aunt us if we had been familiar actiuaintaiices divulged. 

: instead of strangers seeking for J-oiidon lodgings. The Tlie Baroness Tafrz, in the days of her prosper! tv, 

, , aunt was twin-sister in nppt'aranee to the niece, not- had undertaken the sole charge of a destitute ori)h<'m 

■ withstanding a seoro or so of years* seniority; the ncp!iow and niece, wiicn she suddenly found lierself a 

' dining-room v’a a tw^in-ghost of the drawing-room, save widow in reduced oircun)stanc(‘S (tin? Baron I’afiz JieUl 

that there was no china bowl; hut to make uj.i for the. a diplomatic appointment, and lived np to hi.s income.) 

deficiency, a spinet —surely ‘ tlie first of the spinets* — Her nephew Desmond at that time was still at Harrow 

stood in one corner: it >ras open, too, as if recently schotil. He was a high-spirited, handsome latl, equally 

; played upon; and a niOFe handful of coal smouldered the darling of his sister Clarissa mid his toad aunt.. 

ill the brightly -iiolished grate, originally of moderate Sir Thomas C/rumpton vvas the only influential relative 

dimensiems, but confined into a liaiidbrcudth space they had; but wdien reverse of circii instances over- 

by false back and sides. ‘They wanted society; avc took them, ho looked coldly on those, whose friendship 

• were tiiG very parties they desired to have* — Haltering he had formerly courted. ll(.)wever, he approprialed 

, and embarrassing to us — ‘they had never let lodgings one of his freehold houses, at a. low rent, for lla? use of 

l>ofi>re’ — of that we felt sure— -‘but seeing so many the baroness and her niece: she would accept nothing j 
others put up bills, and peoide of high respectaliility, more; nor was she aware, as we aftenvards found, i 
ton, they thought that, just by way of a little varietj^, that twenty pounds a year w^ere remitted by the j 
they, too, TvoUld tryUheir luck at lotting part of their niggardly baronet on the rent. He also ariicled J)cs- j 
house — a house they had occupied for nearly thirty mond to a lawyer ; ami Desmond brought Iwane every ' 
years.* Aunt and niece spoke both lit the same time ; day to the blind, dull street hi.s hriglit Mnliei]»a- 

nml to our half-uttered Hr?ntence; ‘We fear the apart- lions, and a spirit piui ug for frccdoiu. I'oor fellow ! it ; 

; inents will liot suit us,* ‘We shall could not last; he could not endure the confir.enieiit , 

be delighted to receive you; we do not doubt your and monotony of such an existence, for Ik? had l>een a i 
giving iis unexceptionahie references; pray do not pampered, spoiled hoy, and promised by the doceafced j 
apologise.* And we had some difficulty in making the baron a commission in the (iiiards ! ; 

poor old .soijife <:ompr(;heud that we must search farther . He at length disai)peared ; and months of torturing ; 
before coming to a decision ; but when they named an suspense passed over, the two lone w omen lu'iiriug ij 
exorbitant sum for even handsome rooms in a good uolbing of liis fiite. They thought not »>f Ids sci- j; 
sUualioa, and named it, too, as a nomiruil rent, in the fishiicss’ in thus deserting them; they only pitted j! 
simplicity of their hearts — ‘ for the sake of being he- and loved him the more. KSir Thomas Crumpton |j 
noatli an unexceptionable roof,’ cxclmnging a nUher wa.s indignant in the extreme at young Desmond's i 
mysterious glance, wx* thought it better to plead inahi- conduct, and took this opportunity of ‘ wasldiig ' 
lity to meet it than to w'ound their feelings. But it his hands* of his pex^r coimections. At length a Jct- 
would not do: they had taken a fancy to us, it was ter came from the truant, and with trembling hands i 
clear, and, fbr the sake of such pleasant conqiany, and streaming eyes the sister and aunt thank In lly 
would meet ns in anyway! Aunt and niece wliis- received it. Do.smond was in India; ho hatl worked ; 
pered together for a fewT moments; and tlien the elder Jus way thither on shipboard, and his prosjKicts were ; 
lady, drawing herself up majestically, said, wdth an air brightening, after intense sufibring and privatii?n. ■ 
of dignity and importance tliat was never surpassed : Another letter, and amdher, (‘ach more hoiieful and : 

* Sir Thomas Crumpton of Crumpton Court is a rela- cheering than the last : Desmond was in the Ivigli road j 
five, tlmugh a distant oi«, of ours, and 1 am the Baro- to fame and foriunc, and in a few years would return | 
ness Talfk; though, sirux* 1 lost my liusband thirty to them a rich nabob! Fond dreams —illusive antici- i 
years ago, and left a inagiiiflccnt west-end mansion to pation.s I The letters ceased, they heard no more, and | 
reside hero and bring up my orplian uiece, I have for twenty-three years these patient souls liad existed I 
dri)pped my proper title, and am recognised by the on liope. ‘Desmond mmt he still alive.’ Ko tidings i 
huuiblc and commonplace one distinguishing the mass, could they gather of his death in those dist:int regions ; | 
even as plain Mrs Paffk/ still he would return to them, wealthy and pow erful — ; 

: Wo bowed to the baroness, and really endeavoured for what were twenty-three years after jdl ? Clari-ssa ! 
to throw all the respect we could into our demeanour, w^a.s still a girl to Aunt Fnffz, and ti»o barones.s lived I 
for we had no inclination to laugh, or to hold up ou memories of past happiness. Clianges went oii 
/to derision the antiquated gentlewomen, who took our aromwl them, but there was no change in them. A 
iHjsiieqtabiUty on trust, and so unintentionally room was kept in constant readiness for Desmond’s 

our seif^rospcct by their perfect confidence. We wuld return, but the moth and decay will make tliemselvcs 
not getaway from them we must see the bed^^^^ heard; and how fervently tiny wi.shed for means to 
Alas ! fpr Mnter Weather with those ahreds of W TOdccoratc r/<rtrchamber. Tlic same idea had stru(!k 

curtainijfj-afid carpets! Wo must test the powers oftlie them both, though it was a long while ore they found 
‘instrument,* so fanned, They doted on music, courage to commuincate it to each other — the idea <jf 
and it ^hotdd always be at our command. 'Then they imitating the example of their neighk^urs, and putting 
told us how they had lived here for thirty years— up a hill signifying that part of their hou.se was to lot. 

, thirty lpng years---visiting no one, and being tisitecl by ^^ T^^ Baroness IWz was the landlady, Sir Thomas 
; | iiok)4y^-(yes ; Sir Thomas Crumpton called upon Crumpton was their relative, and select and aristo- 
them onceD-^soeiug lio sights save the Jiigli Avail cratic must be the inmates they rocei vet! ! The emolu- 
opposi to, over which the apple blossoms tOAvered inicnt arishig from this pjweediijg was to bo entirely 
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“ devoted to tlie reparation iiiul einlKillielimont of Dea- 
niond’s chainbcT— Besmond, the anxiously and daily 
looked for ! 

Clarissa still warbles the soiiffs which Desmond 
admired when he was a hoy, for he will like to hear 
them again, she says ; she wears the lieaddress in 
which then, he proudly said, his pretty darling sister 
h)()kcd still prettier. Each knock at the door causes 
her to dart to tlicr ’window and peep through the blinds 
to ascertain ’who it isij and often she says to Aunt 
Piitlz, that she almoat trusts tljcir. boy ihay not ?ome 
just at this juncture, as he mightn’t like to see the 
ticket up, and she would like to liavt' his rcAin fresh 
and nicely done up for liim. 

Poor tilings ! niy heart throbs in symijathy as 1 iisten 
to their oft -repeated anticipations, for we are groat 
friends, and T often refresh myself by going to see thf'se 
()ut-of-tlie-\vorld 'women. In their case, hope deferred 
!ms not made the heart sitik — not unheiiltliy, or 
levcrisli, or even impatient. They are inured to wait- 
ing; they literally feed on hope; and w'hen it is ’with- 
drawn, they will speedily fade and wither iloiibtless. 
But will it ever he withdrawn? Will they not depart 
this life willt the hojie yet warm in their yearning 
hearts that Desmond and they are surely about to 
meet again? It has susLainiil and cheered them in 
adversity, and wlio would wish to destroy tlie innocent 
; hallucination? It is not, indeed, impossible — such 
i things have been lieard of — and Desmond, after a 
I twenty -three years* silence, may turn up! Wo have 
; never regndted our laljours of lodging-hunting, hinco 
i they hroiiglil. us into con tact with these interesting old 
I lailies; no otlier visitors penetrated so far as the retired 
i strei't where they reside ; and after a few wrecks they 
I dci-idcd on taking the modest card of ‘ apartments to 
; let’ fi*om tin* casement, lest Desmond should return. 
I Wlien ho does, we will pi’ounso to add a little supple- 
i ment to this romance of real life; and, in the meantime, 
may we, umlcr hopes dofci red, prove as patient, fuitli- 
i*ul, and resigned! 


THE J*ALACE AT WESTMINSTER. 

! ‘ I l AXNor (a)inprehend it,’ exclaimed Monsieur Vioux- 
temps, a Eronch gentleman standing near the Cr 3 ^stal 
IVilaee. on the 1st of May, as soon as the subsidence of 
; the elicers which greeted the Queen permitted him to 
i be hoard. ‘ I am told — and 1 can readily belii^vc it — 

' tliut tlierc .arc a million of human beings in and .about 
this glorious park, and among them exiles, j-efugees, 

■ visitors of every nation and degree, and yet there are 
ei'rtaiiihv not more than lhi*oe or four hundred soldiers 
I to be seen ! Wliorc shall I tind the secret of this imil- 
: titudinous homogonity — this grave enthusia.sm — this 
I order without force — this freedoiu without licoiice — 

' tills antique, Jiearty, but unsorvilc loy alty ; ■where seek 
the mot iVautjme of this marvellous riddle?’ 

As I liappeiied to he ouo of a small group thus indi- 
rectly addressed, I said: ‘ You must uot forget, Monsieur 
Vieuxtiaups, that there is a reverse side to this gay 
picture — profouinl shadows, hut the gloomier for the 
hrilliaut lights with which they arc contrasted. In jW 
vast, half- deserted <at 3 % w'hich has poured forth this 
nniltitudo of well-dressed lioli i lay - makers, there are 

liundreds of wretehed homes and pining hearts’ 

‘Of course — of course,’ broke in the impatient 
Ereneliman ; ‘ that must Iw) the case, I imagine, in all 
competitive societies; and the only question appears to 
me to be — whether struggle, ■which is the life of a peojile, 
should, because of the frequent injustices wdiich grow 
out of it, bo exchanged for inert languor — moral deatli? 
But it was uot of this I >vas either speaking or tliinking.*; 


‘ You wish to know who built the Crystal Palace 
‘ Nonsense,* rejoined M. Vieuxternps, a little tarflyv 
‘ Ever^diody knows .that Paxton designed, and Eojfc. aud 
Hond(p.*son erected it.’ ■ v 

‘ Technically correct ; hut who sot the thing agoing^, 
and now supports it? The inuUiform i>otentate Who ■ 
really does everything in England; aud if you hiivp, 
a mind to see him in his representative form,; 1 sliall ^ 
be glad to introdnee you.’ , ■ ' 

‘Let me go with you, and be brought face to face, . 
also, wdth your parliament,’ interposed oiio of' the 
group, Herr von BlimderbJast, fresh from Fiuierland. 

This ’WAS agreed to ; the hour and place of meeting 
arranged ; and we separated. 

‘ It will 1)0 a splondid building, no doubt, 'when 
finished,* said M. Vieuxtemjis, when at the appointed 
time we met in New Pahua; Yard. ‘ A litter lesidonco 
for monnrehs than to echo the lioiaterous clamours of a 
turbulent dcmocraiy. The fiu;ado on the river side, 
which 1 have seen, is very beautiful, and, 1 am told, 
nine hundred feet in length.’ 

‘Yes: the ezar of all the Tlusshis when here is 
said to have called the work “ a dream in stone.” It 
is certainly a splendidly-enriched edifice.’ 

‘ And the cost alrciuly incurred is, I understand, 
enormous,* .said Tlerr von Blunderblast ; ‘ nearly' two 
millions and a half sterling — a fabulous sum to any 
hut English apprehensions.' 

‘ When one reH(*cts ujioii the gorgeous character and 
costlj'' decorations of the building, both within and 
without ; that it stands upon a bed of concrete fifteen 
feet thick, and covers nine acn^a of ground ; that one 
of its massive towers, the Victoria, will reatdi a height 
of three Imndred and forty-six feet, the two others not 
much leas ; tlint the oet:igon court or central hall alone 
contains tw'o liuiulred and fifty tons of stone, fashioned 
into one roof ~8nrpri.se at the magnitude of the hill of ; 
coats vanishes at f»noe.’ i 

‘I think the style of architecture,* ol)Sorved M. i 
VieuxtcmxKS, ‘ is badly choaou. ’riie (Jothii: is very 
widl adapted for ;i cathedral, for a temiile dodicated to 
the solemnities of religion, but a secular palace siiould 
be erected after the sublime models of classical anti- 
quity.’ 

I ‘I am .sorry to say I must iigi'ce with you. Tlu* 
edifice is certainl}^ not only in a wrong style of art, but 
is invested with a frippery in the 'waiy of ornament that 
is very toy -like and unsatisfactory. However, never 
mind the out.side. Lot us walk on. Now, we .are in 
Westminster Hall, deeply interesting from historical 
circumstances. But let us hasten through it. We are 
now near the object of our search. You new and as 
yet unlimshcd arclivray at tlie further end of the Hall 
will form a jiortion .of the lobby and entrance to tl»e 
new Houses of Parliament ; those doors on our right 
lead, as the letters on them indicfite, to tlie supreme 
courts of law aud eqait\^ It is right, in pursuance of 
the task I liavc uiidertakeii, that we should glance 
through tliein, for there can be no (piestioii that to the 
high , character of the presiding judges, their perfect 
iiKiependence of the crown, the linn and impartial 
manner in which justice — costly, it is true, but still 
justice — is administered by tliem, under the chock Of 

freely-challciigeable juries -tlie great wTits of habeas 

corpus, mandamus, quo w'lirranto, prohibition, With 
wdiich they are- armed -luive greatly aided to produce 
that feeling of entire security, of individual riglit, 
without winch the vast industrial energies of tliis j 
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never have teachea their present 

coatumes ! The judges and counsel look 
iike^ portraits just stepped out of their 

■'^j^ieture-fratnes/,; , 

this wig-aiid-go\m costume always suggests a 
Sensatiini 6f the ludicrous lo atraiigcrs; but Jmm Bull 
made up of liabits, precedents, and 
ttadiilohs-^is not one to discard a custom of ntiti- 
qtiity ^ it may appear odd and out of 

plsce/ 

: * These high functionaries are doubtless of noble 

family and Herr von Bliuiderblust 

Sententiously. ‘The English aristocracy are well- 
kiiaivii to monopolise all dig*iitics/ 

‘ Not certainly in our courts of justice. Almost all 
dur legal dignitaries have riseii from the middle classes. 
The law iu this country is a laborious and exhausting 
profession, and nieu are seldom lu'ged to tlie exertions 
it exaels save by tlie sharp spur of necessity. The 
cbief-justicc iji tliia court— Lord Campl»ell, a peer of 
parliument — is a Scotch gentleman who owes the 
eminence to which he has attained entirely to his legal 
acumen, unconquerable industry, and vast general 
talent. It is hut a tew years since he boasted to his 
Scottish constituents that he was still “plain Joliii 
Campbell.” Tlie cliief-baron of this next court — th(^ 
Exchequer of Pleas — is a relative (jf the General 
I^oUook, a soldier of fortune, whose Xntlian cxidoits you 
may Imve heml of. Oji his right .sits Baron Parke, 
pcr]nip.s the ablest legist lliis country can boost of. 
^ The Common Plca.s need not detain us — it is but a 
' reflex of the others ; nor this Vice-Ohaucellor Bruce’s 
feburt^ — unless it he to remark, m passtmt, how ditiicuU it 
ia to believe, in the presence of the courteous gentleman 
and distinguished judge who ijresides, tliat Chancery 
can be the hateful and ruinous thing it is.’ 

‘Yraimeutl’ observed M. Vieuxtemps. ‘The tear- 
ing claw of equity does appear to he concealed beneatli 
a smooth and very beautiful ovlterior.’ 

‘This is the Lord High Chancellor’s Court. You 
observe tlie judge ? ’ 

‘Yes: a square-headed, decisive-looking man — his 
cerebral oi’ganisation indicative of indomitable energy 
and keen analytical tliought.’ 

‘ That is Lord High Chancellor Truro, who began 
life as an attorney, lie is now at the liead of the 
iuhninistratioii of the law in this trountry, and, after 
the princes of the blood-royal, the first subject iu the 
' realm,'. 

‘That appears to justify/ said M. Vi{‘uxtenq)s, ‘a 
remark I read some time* ago in a speech of the British 
prime minister, which puzzled me a good deal at the 
time, it was to the effect Ihab-iii contnieatal coiintrios 
the Hrlst(K‘racy is the ilesp:iu’, but in England the hope 
Of talent,’ 

‘ A ciitclihig sentence, my dear sir, hut lo l>e taken 
with tosorvalioiis. Talent in this countrj^^ with the 
exception of forensics, parliamentary, or inilikiry talent, 
has Might chance, t believe, of the peerage. But here 
I we aj^e" in Westminster Hall again, and it is now’ quite? 

I time we were on our way to the committee-rooms of j 
'parliament. They are completed; but Iho present I 
tempOrjiry entrance is iu Abingdon Street, nearly | 
opposite Westminstc-T Abbey gate. We caii gc) through ' 
by this lost door on the right of the Hall.’* 

We trolled , tlie small archway in Abingdon 

Street, strode along the wooden passage, and ascending 
the seemihgfly interminable stairs, at last reached the 
long and splendid corridor in, which the committec- 
, tfooms of both HoMs are situated. Many of the doors 
: weryabeUed wS& i^ titles of the comniittees, all of 
the Mg mmons Houge^^ within. 

^ apX>Ointfl these eominittecs, ami what are their 
? ' asked Kerr von Blunderblast. 

♦They Consist of a vtirying numW of members 


nominated by the House, to inquire into and report * 
upon the merits or demerits, tccliincal and Buhataiitial, 
of private bills, w hich are usually passed or rejected 
aciiording to their report; to decide upon petitions 
allegative of the undue return of members; and, in 
short, to inquire into and report upon all matters rola- j 
tivc to the administration of the home, foreign, colonial, 
and financial nfFairs of the couutiy which the House 
may clioose to investigate. The House also deputes to 
them its own power of sending fcff “ persons* pajK;r<, 
ami mxmls.” ^ 

‘ Do you mean to say,’ exclaimed Herr vou B1 under- 
blast, ‘ that these Hoiusc of Commons ComTnittcos can 
conii>el ministers, diplomatists, fieUl-marshals, gent'rals, 
to attend and answer questions relative to tlie affairs 
and secrets of their tleparlments?’ 

<» Certainly I do. There was a committee last year i 
sitting to examine into the administration of affairs at | 
Ceylon, and they have publisiied a large “ blue book,” | 
containing the rcfsult of their inquisition. Another u i 
now occupied in investigating the conduct vrliich the J 
govermnout have pursued towards the (hipe of Good j 
ilope. Bui look at the labels on the doors. What do | 
you read ? ’ 1 

‘ Law of Mortmain ; Copyhold Enfranchisement Bill ; 
County-rate Ex])endiinre Bill ; .Law of rartncTshii^ ; 
Customs; Ordnance Survey (Scotland); Great Ceiitr.d ' 

Gas Company Why, all. the .aff airs of the country ' 

a))pear to be regulated l^y tliis omnipotent House of’ | 
OommojisS ! ’ i 

‘That is strictly the case. Tlie lmsii!v''ss t)f the Com- i 
nions has immensely increased of Jato years. One , 
reason of this Is, that iu llu! Coinnujiis must (jriginatt? i 
all money bills — all hills levying ralc?s upon tlio ])eopl.' . 
for aiw purpose whatever; the I'eers neillicr h.'iving ; 
tlie power to initiaie or change sud* bills in ila.? slightest ! 
degrctv, tlujy must l>e eitlier consentcrl to or njeiffed (■>/ 
Uiu:. This pracliee neee.s.savily results from the cousti- i 
tutional axiom, ac.qniosced in by the Lords after m.vmy i 
struggles to avoid to great a surrender of prMctieal ; 
power, tli.^it the Commons arc the “ grajitingv” tin' Lord'^- ! 
the “assenting” power. Iu HITI the Commons passed ’ 
a resolution that in them alone lay. “ the fundamental ; 
right” in the mutter of taxes and su]qdies “ the j 
iiie.’isurc and the tijne.” TJ)cre is no prote.-isionid nvan | 
■who "works harder during th(; .sos.sion than an active ! 
menVier of the House of ( '.ommons.’ i 

‘ Wliat do tliey get for all this worry and work?’ i 
asked M. VieuxtcniT>.«. 

‘ iJonour and dislinetiori— nought ch‘'e. TJjo ]ioii(.<ur 
and distinction of writing M. P. after their rmines.’ 

*I shall never comprclKiiid this money -gruhhing, 
money -ctiiitunniug, queeu- shouting, fuH;d(jiii - loving- ! 
people,’ luurmured dlerr von lilunderbhast, ‘ as Ion*;' as ; 
I live — never I’ | 

‘This is Ko. 4. ConimU tee-room. Tad us go in; but i 
mind you speak in whispers only when in prc*senec of I 
.a fnigroeiit of the ITotionraltle House.’ I 

‘ Tlio.se evcrlusting horse-hair wigs again ! ’ ejaculated | 
M. Vieuxtonips. j 

‘TTiosc two gentleiucn are counsel learned in Iho : 
Iaw% wdio apjwar for the supporters and opponents of ^ 
the rtieasure now umkii: investigation.’ ■ 

‘ What is the measure ? * 

‘It is H private bill tliat has bc-eii xietitioned for, i 
and of no kind, of intere.st. Let us rallier go into tliis 
I apartment, w^herc a committee is sitting on a e.'ise of 
election bribery. You will perhiips be amused : the 
I grief and shame belong to us alone.’ 

‘ Oh, por cxmphf.V exclaimed M, Vieuxtemps wlitai, 
after about an hour’s attendance iu the crtnvclcd room, 

"we once more stood iii- the corridor. ‘ But this is ^ 
scandalous.’ j 

‘The pracitiCQ of bribery is a foul blot upon our 
electoral system ; but, except in the spread of education, 

X Icnow not where m efficient remedy is to bo found/ 
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<Biit the thing is childish and absurd. Here it is 
proved that needy electors receive a stipulated amount 
of gold from a person whoso name is given ; tliey 
arc also seen swilling beer and spirits ; they vote for a 
particular candidate; and yet the lawyers — the com- 
mittee — declare that they have no idea, no legal idea, 
of where the money and the drink came from V 

‘A very proper decision ib the absence of legal 
I>roof.’ 

‘ But the ovcrwhelmirig moral presumption ! * 

‘Wo to the country whicli, in judicial yiycstigatkms, 

I discards the strict, inflexible rules of evidence, to bo 
tniMcd by ovcrwlielming moral presumption ! No 
instrument more potent than that, be assured, to let in 
the most tyrannous wrong and iiiJuBticc. AVhat, if 
such a rule obtained in these committees, would there 
he to prevent a candidate, (jertain of being defeated, 
from bribing, through an indifferent party, two or three 
electors to vote for his opponent, and thereby vitiate 
I his 1 ‘lection ? But come, it is near four o’clock, and 
I wo had better take our places in the w^aiting-room to 
I the Strangers’ Gallery of tlie House of Commons.’ 

I ‘ How shall we obtain admittance ?* asked M. Vieux- 
1 , temps. 

i ‘ Some of the members we shall find about the library 
j will give us orders. I liave never imind any difficulty 
I iii procuring one.’ 

* I begin, I think,* observed Herr von Blunderblast, 
as we retrjiced our steps towards Abingdon Street, ‘ to 
eojupreheml something of this antique picturesque 
monarchy we saw tln^ other day, wdth its heraMs, 
knights, peers, banners, ami devices ; iiud your mattcr- 

i ol-fact, prosaic, and, T have little doubt, cfiectivc modes 
I (if controlling or neutralising its ancient prerogatives 
! aiul attributes. Our people, it is already cleiir to me, 
i liave studied only the husk and shell of your system, 
i not its inner and vital life.’ 

i ‘ You continentals certainly bihour under some strange 

; fancies respectiag our monarelucal svstein. You lake 
i us u]) too literally. We are a curious mixUire. Not- 
I withstanding the vastness of pcqndar will, the 'wearer 
I of tluj crown, as a centre of authority and fountain of 
: honour, has still iininense iiiflueiicc, and in no instanec 
j lias it been, perliaps, more signally and btuieficially 
j displayed tliaii in beating down the ^asfc amount of 
I sinister olvjection that was mised against the proposed 
and now triumphant display in the I’ark. But liere 
we are at the outer doOr leading I 9 the temijorary 
Commons’ House,* 

The ord(‘rs of admission were easily obtained, and we 
ascetuled tlio balf-ilozon stcqis on tla^ left of tlie passage 
to tlie Commons, and took our scats in the waiting- 
room. ‘ Ahvays,’ said I, ‘lake this seat on the right, 
just at the heiul of the stair. The police of the House 
; 'Will only jiermit us to prweed to the gallery in the 
; order in whieh we sit, commencing with me. Wc arc 
therefore sure of a front seat, and the gallery altogether 
Avill fmly liold about sixty.’ 

‘What is that jiainted on the door yonder ?* asked 
J»r. Vieuxtempa, who -was rather near-sighted. 

‘ “ Members’ ISmokiiig-room; no Strangers Admitted.”* 

‘Ah, tlien, the Ilonounible House does smoke. 
ITollo! What’s that — tinkle, tinkle? What does the 
bell ineaii ? ’ 

‘ That the Speaker has entered the House, and his 
ehajilaiii commenced reading prayers.* 

‘ There it goes again ! What may it now betoken ?* 

‘Tiiut prayers are over. If a House is made, the 
gall(*ry will be immediately openeil.' 

‘ What do you mean by making a ITohae ? * 

* If there be forty members present, the House 'will 
be constituted; if less than that number, it will be 
ipso facto adjourned. But we aipo called — it is all 
rigUt.^ 

‘What tt shabbily -fitted House 1 said Ihur von 
Blanderblast as soon as we wm seated-— ‘with its 


plain straight rows of benches just rising one above ihe ' 
other, worn green leath(*rn soat-cusliidhs, and woo4eh‘ 
galleries supported by rude squarti pt)stS 1* 

‘These are fittings ercc^ted since the fit®, which you 
no dq 4 j)t heard pr read of; and as the nev^ House will 
soon be completed, it has not been thought worl^; while 
to incur any great expense for a merely tenipOrary 
purpose. The tw'o long side -galleries ai'e mctnbers’ 
galleries, Tliat at the farther end, beliind and above 
the Speaker’s chair, is assigned to the reporters for the 
press.* 

‘Tlieri that gentleman w’itli the great 'lig on, seated 
in the porch or chair, with the royal arms over it, is 
Mr Speaker ? ' 

‘ Yes ; and the gowned ami wigged gentlemen siltiug 
just before him at tlie table are principivl clerks of the 
House.* 

‘ On the table I percGivc lies the mace w hieli Crom- 
well bade his soldiers take away.* 

‘ True. The lIo\ise is getting full. There arc in all 
G5(> iqtmibers, since the borough of Sudbury was dis- 
franchised,: 408 for England and Wales ; 58 for Scot- 
land ; and 105 for Ireland. But it is rare that any tiling 
like the entire complement are present. The Minis- 
terial side of tlui House is on 1 lie S}3ea.k(n‘’s right — tlie 
Opposition on his left ; hut there is much coniiisiou in 
this respect just now, on account of the number of 
indeiieudent sections of parties into wliudi the House is 
divided.* 

‘What are tliose two red boxes on the tabic opposite 
eacJi other for ? ’ 

‘They are placed there for the reception of papers, 
necessary to the ministry and the lender of the Oppo- 
sition. The first lord of the treasury, Lord. Joliii 
Russell* 

‘Winch is Lord John Russell ?’ broke in M. Vien,x- 
temps with vivacity — ‘ that short, plight-mailc! geiitle- 
mau, with, his hat pulled over his eyes, (ir iiemly so, 
and with his legs crossed and arms fokled ? ’ 

‘Yes; and Sir George (irey, much taller, but not 
with a more intellectual face, is on tliis side of Ihe 
noble lord. On the same form or scat there now 
hapiien to be sitting the secretary of state for .b'oreign 
Afliiirs, the (rliaaccllor of the Exelicquer, and the first 
Iflrd of the Admiralty. Over aganist them, and directly 
in front of the other red box, sits in wdial .api>ear&* to be 
a profoundly meditative iiostvire — the honourable mem- 
ber for Buckingbamshire, who^ 

‘All!’ exclaimed M. Vieuxlemps, his dim historical 
recollections suddenly bursting Ibrth — ‘.John Hwinp- 
den!’ 

‘ No — no— no, my good friend ! ' I said, hastening to 
correct so strange’ an anachronism amidst the sup- 
pressed titters of the persons aiound us ; ‘ not John 
Hampden, but a very aceomplished and brilliants de- 
bater, and now" the recognised leader of Opposition— j 
Mr .D’lsraeU.* 

‘ Wlio is tlie gentleman standing behijid one of the 
small green biiixe tables placed (‘vossways on the floor, 
about a fourih of the w^ay up the House ? ’ 

‘Those tables on eacJi side the gangway mark the j 
har of the House. The member speaking is reading a 
report to the House of one of the eommittecs. They 
aixi always read there, and eo are ines sages from the : 
Queen -wdien brought down by a minister.’ 

‘ But where is the tribune ? * asked M. Vieuxtemps— - 
‘ I do not see it.* 

‘There is none; the members Bjicak from their 
places, merely taking olF their bats wdicn they rjse; 
aiid if more than one rises at once, wdiocvef is : 

by the Speaker, jarocceds. The formality and fuss of a 
tribune Would never answ^cr in a House Where ilierd '' 
is such a mass of briefly - reported but itn)J>ortant 
business-speaking going on in the early part oC Uie ; 
iSiUliigsi’ 

‘ Who is that gentleman with ihq aj^es-»w(ffd at his 
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^io Howt*^ked Jt<*ryoal a^a preee^ngs, for tho um and Inforawtion of tlio 


othervheIu.emher», 

■ ■ ^ Li £ » * ^. 1 . 


i on piissing: the Chair-’ 

. ;i*;TOat is the serg:eant-at-'arniS of the House of Coiii- 
:^ji^8. Axnie4 w^tU ' tlie Speaker's warrant, hOgarrestB 
pjeintos or btt iicouseil of breach of privi lego— 
iiokls them in etj^toSy, or coiive 3*^^8 them, as may happen, 
to Tower, He can obtain Any aipount 

of fprcjb uebbdaAry for the execution of the orders of tlie 

power in the hands of a popu- 

, ‘ It is n'^ecessaiy^^wer, without which the ihnctioiis 
idf thp Hous^ as the of the realm, could 

carricHl on.' 

<>l!>s®rTe,Vsaid Hei^^ von B1 underblast, ‘ that many 
members have a iminto of rolls of pa^iers in their 
hands. What niay tliey be — their sjieeches ? ’ ' 

*Xo — ^i^litionfl, which they will in a few minutes 
present to the House, in the order in which the Speaker 
calls their names.* 

‘ Orui gentleman with a very wliitc bead, on the right 
hand, about half-a-dozou seats above the bar, has a 
barrow-load of them.* 

‘ Ho is one Of the mcmlsera for tlie city of Dublin, 
and Ireland takes a great antagonistic interest in the 
. ciiief question for debate this evening.* 

‘What are they doing or sa^dng?’ whispered Herr 
von BInnderblast after a few luiniites* silence. * One 
of the clerks at the table hands document after docu- 
ineiit to the Speaker, who says something — then writes 
.something on it, and returns it to the clerk. I cannot 
make out what lie says except periietuaJ “ayes” and 
noea,” amidst the buzz of the House. The members 
4ro conversing with ^iJicli other — not attending to the 
Speaker.' 

‘Tlie busincs.s now going on is merel)'’ of a routine 
clnmieter. The documents handed to tlie Sjwaker are 
private bids essentially dwided upoii by the eoniinktecs 
to wliicli they were referred. They are inerely.now 
imsfling through pro forma stages. That last was a 
rnihvay extension bill. The Speaker read its title,. and 
then said in a brciith: “The motion is that this bill 
do now pass those that are for it say ay against it no 
the ayes have it.” He then writes, as you saw^, tRe 
decision on the hills, and returns it to the clerl** 

‘Yes; but those everlasting ayes and noes only 
come fnmi the Sjicaker's lips. Nobody else says ay, 
and nobody else says no; how, then, can the ayes 
have it ?' 

‘ It is, as 1 told you, a matter chiefly of form. Did 
any nicmlKjr object, bo would rise, state bis objection ; 
tliere would be a, discussion, and perhaps a division. 
These bills, therefore, are really passing without a 
dissenting voice. But, see, they begin to present 
petitions. The member states the platie from whence 
the petition comes, the purport of its prayer, and abfnit 
the number of signatures attiiched; he then, as you 
see, waljcs up and iilacos it on the table, Sikimetiraes, 
on his motion, the prayer is road at length by the 
-■clerk./ ■ ■■ 

‘ Ixibk, that centre clerk is pi telling thein all under 
the table at his feet as fast as they arrive,* cried Herr 
. Von lilundcrblast Jin nmbh too loud n tone, though 
foriuna^y unheard hy tho giiUery olliciaJ; : ; 

‘ He k cramming ibvm into a large;: dark-cpidtired 
bag/ I ‘ See, hero ;^me8 an oificof of tho 

i louse ■iVit|i;anoalremly:fti4/ •'■"S 

‘ AVlmt, then, in the n mmse> cari be 

the iiser of petitioaing ? Wotkdiy k iistenMig : it is all 
buz- buz ; andr ifim pptltib^^ 
the table, are the hiqje bfl® 

ca.rried .out of the ■liousC:!.'* ' 

*'f hoy arc referred to the l^ititions’ Committee, b^ 
Vdipmithe substance of ; the prayer, and the number 
I>etiti<mer^ are recordiEd^: pripteti, * with tlm yotes 


^What is riiat cros^ gmng on? asked 

M. yieuxtenips.., 

‘iM'embers iin^ttirig questions of which the}’' have 
given nbtfeb to tbecWefsof departments, and the replies 
of tho ministers/ 

‘ Wh-e-<^-»w I* whistled itorr von Blunderblast, but 
fortunately not too loud. ‘ Tffen a shipi-chandler who 
has contrived to get into parliament may badger and 
wosry the :^st lord^of the Admiralty, as that tall 
member ymmor is doing now ? * 

‘No^loubt of it. Any M.P. is an exceedingly 
important personage ; and this is one of the reasons tiu* 
oliice, though unattended with a farthing of remunera- 
tion, is so eagerly sought after. Taney tho swelling 
importanco, the immense delight of Mr Dobbs, who 
has by industry and integrity amassed a fortune, and 
obtained the suffrages of his fellow-townsmen, but is 
still perhaps at first rather shyed by the local aristo- 
cracy, finding himself questioning lords, snubbing right 
hoiiourables, and possihly reading in tho county paptT 
a loader commencing thus; “The important infornia- 
lion elicited, or rather, we should say, forcibly wrung, 
from the noble IoikI at the head of the Treasury by 
our talented and esteemed member, Jolin Dobbs, 
Esq/'*^ 

‘Hallo!* interrupted Herr von Blunderblast, ‘tbo 
Speaker has left the chair, and they arc biding tho 
inacc .away n ruler the table ! * 

, ‘It has been moved and carried that the Si)^^‘^ker 
leiivo the chair, in order that tlu^ House shouhl go into 
committee. AVheii that is tlie case the mace is removed, 
and the House in committee sit nnd(?r the preaidence 
of a chairman ; in tins iiistimce Mr Bernal, wiio has 
taken ids place, you perceive, at the table, ly the 
clerks.* 

‘ What is tlic rationale of tins curious proceeding ? ’ 
asked M. Vieuxtemps. • 

‘This : all public bills, except those I’clatiiig to taxa- 
tion or spirituals^ wliich must be grounded upon a 
previous resolutioii of the whole House in committee, 
pass, if successful, through the following stages ; — 
licuve ia given to introduce the bill, aud it is read a 
first time ; after an interval of an indefinite number 
of days, it is read a second time ; another delay occurs ; 
and then, us to-night, the House goes into cotimdllee 
on the bill, with a view to its examination, clause ly 
clause, line by line, word by word. In committee, a 
member may speak upon one question us often as lie 
chooses; when the Speaker is in, tho chair, only onc<*. 
When the business of the committee is terminaU'd, it 
is moved that tlie cbairmati report iirogress, and ask 
leave to sit again; which, if carriwl, has the effect of 
bringing the Speaker biK’k to 'tlio ebair. TJie Homo 
tlieh resumes, as it is called; the imice is replaced on 
the table ; and the business of the assembly goc‘s on us 
before/ 

‘Those thundering “ hears ! *’ they are tlie “ cheers *’ 
wbdoh I have seen marked in the journals, ’ observed 
M; yiedxtonips. ‘ How stirring they are ; and wdiat a 
roar at times sweeps over the House !’ 

^yes ; an animated clcd^^^ in the Commons is an 
exiting Men who can take an ellladive part in 

these coraiiats of giants seldom quit the arena unless 
.oompclled to do so. Do you mark how fine, Iwiw true-, 
hpw ready the collective ear of the House is ? Tht- 
slightest trijji, especjally of an ambitions rhetorician, 
and what an instant explosion of derisive shouts! 
Dulncss the House is often patient of, buj inflation, 
yanity; cbnceit—iKwer ! It' is a riippery and difli- 
0ult floor to stand firm and erect upon, and requires 
very peculiar powers. Crontlemcn, niid there are a few, 
wlto speak w'eUfreasoned; pliilosophic pamphlets, ani 
the bores, the pests of the House. /They cannot be 
lau|(liod down, uM the only rentedy is to let them talk 
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i to cmptyhmehes. That whwli best succeeds Is Uiejiliat |)recioiis Mare of thdrsi a in^de 
I conventional, but bitter feraounlity— the polite, sub^ inajorjtjvnot satis^ 

I dued virulence, which strikes the antagonist rathcsr of enacting laws to which the ; J 

than his argument, CDiere l It was nothing but a tlie minority decidedly object, gag th^; into the ; } 

brilliant sarcasni, but with what e^*ct it flashed across bargain^ Mi G^uizot, the j^ar before 

tlie House, awakeniUg as it p,wsed an explosion of, ^luable opinion, before a committee of the ffquw 1 ^ 
exulting or indignant eclioes I' ^pointed tO consider wlu?tber any means 

We remained silent Ibr some fhn3e--the debate lulled, klopted of aho^^^^ing the debates, grounding himself ■ 
or rather was continued by less eflt*ctive speakers, and of course upon the great constitutional experience ofw ! 
presently ITerr von Blunderblast nudged me sharply Erapeo, that /rt c/dZwrc was a sufficient and quite unob* 
on the side* ‘ How's this he said ; < wc^cem to Imve jeotibunble remedy; whereas anything more dangerous, 
just caught that white-hearled old gentleman's and more likely to damage irretrievably the ri^resentative 
he ifl ordering all strangers to withdraw,* form lOf government, could scarcely be devised. It 

‘The House is about to divide^ and we must be wmld not at all events do hero. There is a tradition 
oif!’ . tliat John Lambtoii — Black Jack, as he was familiarly I 

Out we wt?nt — and the flrst out> foremost now, were called in the north, afterwards £»rl Durham — onc^e i 

ranged in due onler for re-entrance by another door. ^ moved that “ fresh candles be brought in,” as an j 

''' ^ Wlint. <1n1 fliov niif nnf. Aw?* ani/l TTprr vah nmnnrlmnnf <in nltiiAViAna mnaem*/) lurUinU 


What did they put Us out for?' said Herr yon amendment upon hn obnoxious measure which the 


Blinulcrblast, who was somewhat ruffled. 


ministry of the day wtnre endeavouring to hurry 


‘The fact is, my good sir, wo were not suppose*! to through tlic House— of course only the more empha- 
be there at all! No stranger has ’any right to he tically to mark his determination that the matter 


present during the deliberations of parliament.' 

‘Werti they, then, not really members who gave us 
the orders?’ 


should not Iw so hurried.' 

‘ Acconling.to yoiii: doctrine,’ rejoined M. Vieuxtemps, 
‘ a minority might defeat any and every measure to 


‘ Certainly they were ; hut the Speaker, in accord- which they objected.* i 

ance with one of our nnincrous conventional fletions, STust as the Commons might upset all govennnont | 
is snjiposcd not to he aware of the i)re.senoe of strangers by refusing the necessary supplies, the Lords refuse I 
in the lloriourahle House ; and sJiould any niember call to pass any bill sent up to them; the Queen veto every ' 
his attention to the fact, they are at Once ordered to tnoasurc concurred in by the two Houses. These j 
withdraw.' extreme rights exist ; and a government of legislative j 

‘What an iittcrlj^ ridiculous absurdity this appears compromise — the safest of all modes of progress— is i 
to l>c!’ .<aid M. Vieuxtemps. . the consequence. Tlie practical result of the right of 

* A])penrance in this case, as in many others, is the minorities in both Houses is to insure ample 
decoitf'iil. The custom, absurd as it may appear, has discussion; and you may ho sure of this, that nothing 
its uses. The laic Afr O’Connell, by its means, easily is more politic than to allow a beaten iiarty to have ■ 
(lefe.atcd n conspiracy on the part of the rejxirterB .to their full say. Jlut, aZ/ous / it iwS useless to*^ re-enter 
hiirke his spec‘ches. He had them all regularly turned the goller;^ merely to be turned out again, mid we had 
out every evening the House sat; and ns the ymr- bettor be jogging homewards.' 

chasers of newspapers 7nust have the parliamentary ‘It is a liieee of many-coloured patchwork this 
report s, the gentlemen of the press Were obliged to gov'ernmental system of yours,’ said Herr von Bluiider- 
givo in. There is another app.aront absurdity and blast as we emerged into the street, ‘which I can ' 
contradiction; a gallery is set apart for reporters, and coniiirehend, though dimly as yet, may practically 
yet it is a breach of privilege, punishable by imprison- answer mucli lx>tter than more surface-perfect schemes, 
men t, to publish the debates. This seeming absurdity But you Imve not explained how the army— after all, 
lia.s also its use.s. The understanding of course is, that the true force — is to be cfTectiially controlled by ,i 
the jiroceedings shall he fairly reported ; that no one siwcches, votes, bits of parchment.' 
shall be libelled or ridicuk*d by the pretended report of *Oh, the Honourable House has a eliarniing con- I 
a speech. Should such an otl'ence be connnitted, the trivaucc for that purpose : the Bill of Rights declares j 
l>i’iuter of the newspaper, ns the law now stands, may he that standing armies in time of peace are illegal.’.' I 

summoned to the bar of the House, and summarily ‘ Illegal ! Why, your standing army iminbers up- j 
punished, technically for puhlisliing the debates, but wnixls of one hundred thousand men ! * i 

really for the lil)el or slander. Were it otherwise, the ‘Just so; because every session there originates in i 
Morunirable House would have to pursue theoflender in the Commons what is called the Mutiny llill, Nvliich, j 
a coiirt of law, to tlic mmiifest loss of its dignity and first reciting the unquestionable illegality, enacds that, 1 


prestige,’ 


for various reasons, the crown may, /or one year only 


‘ I shall never comin-ehcnd it !* murmutecl Herr von from that date, levj^, maintain, and martially govern 


Blundorblast once more. 


I regular troops. That act not ronevred, the eoliliors 


We were soon in, and soon out again. Again we might wajk ofl* to their homqs ; the coriioml, harshly 
returned, anil presently were again cxeluded. dealt with, if so niindccl, might knock down his captain 

‘What is tlie meaning of all this ? * exclaimed Herr with impunity; and the entire army, in fact, would 
von Bluiulerblast, who Was getting vwy hot and fall at once and utterly to pieces.* 
furious. ‘ Then tlie Mutiny Bill is necessary indeed ! * 

‘The minority — about forty to four lumdred-r’W'ili ‘Itisso; but you have yet much to Icorn. To- morrow', 
not permit the hill under dis<mssion to Ik; iVirther ^ 

proceeded with to-night ; and are moving adjourmiiicht ‘ A picturesque and inagniflceiit edifice,’ said Herr 
after adjournment.* rcm Blunderblast, l(K>king, as wc shook hands, at the ; 

‘Then why, in the name of common souse, do not new palace, but thinking, I could sec, much more of 
the majority put m end to such ohstnictiop ? ' its inner life than its exterior aspect ; ‘ and yet many 

‘To be sure I * oxclaimod M. Vieuxtemps. ‘Wliy do of thO people who Iwo and still maijUtaiit it 

they not vote la Mure — the close of the discussion, or diSny that it possess^ or excelienc^.' : ' 

speech-making?^ is true; bht it is hot the Victoria Tow^v^^^ 

‘Simply because the majority have no power to do tlie fewerm^ capitals; nor the carved vaultings, which 
so; and God forbid they ever should havo r Nothing; any of in their heart of hearts object 

more deplorably evinces the utter want of compre- to: they arc meroly of opinion that the oinstorlhg 
hension od the poi't of continental: nations who have colmnhs ii^bicli support the building sboifld hayp more 
copied the extcnials of our w^reiitmtarive may bo right or wrongybut at events 









safe or be in 

^M'-'^Hpee ■■: -fietwiiea :■■ 'And ■ ■. " top tUe rtiri)o«Oi 


■y".vj';/:-'^y.;' :- ■:-';^nisTRON0MIC ADVSNttaiB. .: ■ ■• 

. ^ibi> predilection for a boe&teak is almoist 

fancy it would take sotiie time to 
in gjeneroi to a bear^-Bteftk. Iiowever 
mueil expatiate to him on its exfcellence and 

, tM rf its flavour over that of his pki-cBtab- 

r lhili# fiivbiiritei however confidently wo might assure 
Iflih tl^ was a most delicate feeder, selecting 

i .thO juidest fruits of the forest and the must esculent 
3fcbbtB of the earth for his ordinary nourishnieiit. It 
in%ht be supposed that tins dislike to bear’s flesh as 
im article of food arose from our liational aversion to 
everyiliing that is outlandish ; but the following gas- 
tronomic adventure, related in tlie pages of a modern 
Frencli traveller, proves that our frog- eating neigh- 
bours find it just as diificuH to surmount their aversion 
to feeding qn the flesh of Master Bruin as the most 
sturdy and thoroughbred Englishman aiiiong us. 

M. Alexandre Dumas, after a long mountainous 
w^k, arrived about foui* o’ekxjk one fine autumn after- 
imoii at the inn at Martigiiy. Etcrclse and tile keen 
mouniaiu air hiul combined to shai’pen his appetite, 

; ahd he inquired tlic host, with some degree of 
enf^rhess, at wdiat hour tlio tahk-iVhMe dinner W’os 
usually served* 

* At half-past five,’ replied the host. 

‘That will do very well,’ rqjomcd M, Dumas; ‘I 
shaU then have time to visit the old castle before 
dinner/ 

Punctual to tlio appointed liour tlie traveller re- 
tiumed, but found to his dismay that every seat at the 
long tabic w'as already occupied. The host, however, 
who appeared to have taken Dumas, even at first 
sight, into his especial favour, approached him with a 
courteous smile, and, pointing to a small side -table 
cafeihlly laid out, said : ‘ Here, sir, this is your idace. 
I had not enough of bear-stoalc left to sui)ply the whole 
./a?)/e-d*Adte With it; and, besides, most of my guests 
have tasted this boar already, so 1 resqx^cd my last 
steak for you; I was sure you whuld like it/ So 
saying, the good-nntured host placed in the centre of 
I the table a fine^ juicy -looking steak, smoking hot, and 
very tempting in appeamnee ; but glad would the hungry 
trayellef have Ijeeu could ho only have believed tluit it 
was a beef and not a bear-steak, which now lay before 
him. Visions of the miserable-lopkitig animals he had 
seen drowsily slurtiboting away existence in a mena- 
or covered with mud, and led about by a chain, 
for the amusement of the multittide, presented tlmm- 
selv'os to the traveller’s eyes, and he would Ibin hare 
‘ turned away from the proffbred treat. But he could 
hot find it iii his heart to be so ungracious as to express 
a t^siiko tb fbod which the host evidently considered 
■: the blmicest "deiicoty the country could aflbrd. He 

ra^rdlngiy took ills seat at the table, and cut off a 
r small SllcU of the steak ; then screwing his Courage to the 
stickihg-pbint, atid opening his month Wide, as if about 
to demolish a boluk he heroically gulped the dreaded 
morsel. ' Ce rCm h prmkr pus oat coate. He jiad 
' : no soohbr fmhieytid tliis feat than ho began to ttdnk 
that befeflesh was^ after not so bUd a tiitim 
as'-' he . He .'WWallov^ ''a scxiOild ' tdorsbr. 

■■■■ I'lt'.Woa ^iwly''the./tendeteat:-'’a^^ eteak/M:- 

. ■. . ,b bcar^nfcak V- 

hjg hokh he hnrribd bff to att^d Uinm 
ests bt the iahU-d^i^t^ BOfbre he returned 
as at the lidorthbli j^ee^quarteri # 
wappeaxe^f^a^^ at 


: ^ .^Yes, 
naih 

m 

to 


his favoiiHtbdish was so much appreved of he renew'ed 
the convtoation by observing! ‘That was a ihmous 
beast I cte ; ^ you ; It weighed tlire© hundred and 

• twenty podiidk* i ■' ■ ' ' ■ 

* A fine ihUow indeed he must have been,V rejoined 
the traveller* : 

‘ It cost iip small trouble to kill him*’ ^ 

*I can well beileve thati’ rejoined M. Biiinas, at the 
same time raising the last morsel tp his mouth. 

‘He dcvnurerl half the huntsman who shot him !’ 
adeted the loif^uacious landlord. 

Hastily flinging aside the loathed morsel which ho 
had juot placed within his lips, the traveller indig- 
nantly Cxclaimtdr / How dare you pass such jokes upon 
a man when he la in the middle of his dinner ? ’ 

‘I can BSsUre yoti, air, I am not joking,* replied the 
l^idlord : ‘ I am only telling you the simple truth.’ 

The traveller, whoso appetite for ftirther food of any* 
description whatever was by tliis time effectually de- 
stroyed, rose from table, and with a look of horror, 
beg^d that the host wotdd aopuAint him with the par- 
: ticulars of the tragedy which had now acquired in his 
eyes BO painful nn interest The good man, nothing 
lotli to hear himself talk, yielded a ready aequieFceuee 
to this request, and continued Iiis story as follows : — 

You must know, sir, tlie man who killed this hear 
was a poor peasant Ixdonging to the village of h’ouly, 
and named William Mona. This animal, of whieli 
there now only remains the small morsel you hav(‘ left 
upon your plate, used to come every night and steal 
his pears, giving a special preference to the fruit of one 
fine pear-tree laden with bergamottt?s. Kow it so 
hapi>ened that William Mona unfortunately also pre- 
ferred the bergamottes to nil other fruit. lie at first 
imagined that it was some of the children of the village 
who committed these depredations in his orchard, and 
having consequently loaded his gun wdth powder only, 
he placed himself in ambush that he inigllt give tliem a 
good fright. Towards eleven o’cloerk at niglit he heard 
a distant growl. ‘ Ho, ho 1 * said he, ‘ tlieix? is a bear 
somewhere in the neigldxiurhood/ Ten minutes after- 
wards a second growl was heard; hut tlds time il; was 
so loud and so near at hand that he began to four he 
should scarcely have time, tb rciUih a place of refuge, 
and threw himself flat upon the :greund, in the earnest 
hope that the bear would be satisfied w ith taking bis 
pears instead of dcvotiring himself. A few moments 
of anxious susptm.se ensued, during -whicli the bear, 
passing within ten patres of the terrified iKiasant, ad- 
vanced in a straight line towards the pear-tree in 
question. He climbed it with the utmost agility, al- 
though its branches creaked beneath the weigiit of his 
ponderous body ; and having secured for himself a 
comfortable position, committetl no small havoc among 
the luscious tegamottes. Haviiig gorged liimself to 
Ms heart’s content, Fie slowly descended from the tree, 
and returned ill franquii fiignity tow^ards Ms mountain 
home. All tins liad gcfUipied about an hour, during 
which, time hml apixtared to travel at a much slower 
pace with the man than it did with the hear, 

William Mona was, boweyer, at heart a brave and 
resolute man, and he said to himsclfj as he watched hi.s 
0060^8 retiring steps: ‘He may go home iJiis time, 
if he pleases, but, Master Bruin, wc shall meet again.* 
The next day one of his neighbours, who came to visit 
him; found Mm sawing up tlie teeth of a pitchfork, 
and transforming tlieni into slugs. 

* What are you about there P * he asked* 

‘I am amusing niyself,’ replied William. The neigh- 
hour, taking up one of the pieces of iron, turned it 
over aird over in Ms hand, like a man who understood 
such things, mid then said 

‘If you were to ovm tlio truth, Williatn, you would 
ackuovrledge tliat those little sorapa of are des- 
tined tq piqi’Ce a tougher sk^ thaii that of the . 


‘ Perhaps tliey may,’ replied William. 

^ You know that 1 am an honest felloi^,’ r^med 
Frauds (for bo was the neighhour called) : ^weilj if 
yon choose, wo will divide tlie bear .between usj two 
men in such i case are bettet than one/ 

‘ That ’s as it may b^V replied William, at tlio same 
time cutting his third slug. ; 

‘ I ’ll tell you what,* coStihued FranclSj *1 will leaver 
you in full possesdon of the Skin, and we will only 
sliare the flesh between uSj together with the bounty 
offered by government for every bear that is MUetl, 
and wliich will give us forty francs a pieOe.’ ; 

‘ I should prefer, having the whole myself,* Usplied 
William. 

‘ But you cannot prevent mo from seeking the bear’s 
track ill the mouiitain, and jilacing myself in ambush 
on his passiige.* #| 

‘ You are free to do thatj if you please/ Bo sayingj 
William, who had rtOw completed the manufacture of 
his slugs, began to measure out a charge of powder 
double in atnouiit to that usually placed in a caniblno. 

‘ I ROC you intend to ueo your musket ? * said Francis. 

‘ Yes, of course I do ; three iron slugs will 'do their 
work more surely than a leaden bullet.* 

‘ Tlicy will spoil the skin/ 

‘ Never mind that. If tliey do their work more 
effectually/ 

‘‘And when do you intend to commence 3’our chase?* 
*1 will tell you that to-morrow/ 

‘ OneO'nu)re, then — me you quite determined not to 
let me share the chance with you?’ 

‘Yes; I prefer 1 nan aging the whole matter myself, 
and sharing neUlicv tlio danger nor the profit — chacun 
pour .«!/./// 

‘ Farewell, then, neighbour — wish you success/ 

III the evening, as Frauds was passing Mona’s 
dwelling, he saw the hUntRuian quietly seated on the 
bench before his door, engaged in smoking his pipe. 
He once more api>roached him and said : 

‘See, I bear you no ill-will — I have discovered the 
bear’s track, therefore I might lie in wait for liim and 
shoot him, if I pleased, without your help ; but I have 
come oni;o more to you, to propose that wo Bhould 
attack him together/ 

‘ Kaeh one for himself,’ replied William, as before. 
Francis knew nothing of Mona’s proceedings dating 
I tlie remainder of that evening, except that his vife saw 
him take up his musket at about half-past ten o’clock, 
up a bag of gray sackcloth, place it under his arm, 
and leave thtf bouse. She did not venture to ask him 
v/hat lie was about ; for Mona, in sucli cases, was apt 
to tell her to bold her tongue, and not trouble herself 
about mutters which did not concern her. 

Francis had really in the meantime tracked the bear, 
as h(} liad said he would. He had followed its traces as 
fill* as the border of William’s orchard, and, not liking 
to trespass upon his neighbour’s territoiy, he then took 
up his post oil the borders of the pine-wood which lay 
Oil the slopes of the hill overhanging Mona’s garden. * 

As it was a cletir night, he could observe with ease 
from this spot all tliiit was going on below. He saw 
tlm liuntsman leaVe liis house, tihd advance towardij a 
gray rock, whicli had rolled down fi’pm the. adjoimng 
heights into the centre of his little enclosure, 
now stood at the distaiiee of about twenty paces from 
bis fa vourite poarrtree. There Mona paused, lQOke<I 
round as if to ascertain that he -was quite alone, un- 
rolled his sack, and slipped into it, only allowing his 
head and his two awns to emCrgo above the opening. 
Having thus in a great measure concealed Ms person, 
ho leaned back against the rock, and remained SO per- 
fectly still tlvat even his neighbour, although he ktiew 
him to be there, could not diatih^iiiii liim finoin the 
lifeless stone. A quarter of an hour thus ptapsed iti 
patient expectation. At last a distant giwwl was 
heairdi and in less thim flye xhlxtutes afterwards the 


bear appear^ in sight But wliette by accidents or i 

whether it were that he had seWt^ hhnt|§jji 

man, he did not on tins occasion follow 
Mt diverging towards the right, escapt^ ihtO 

thO amffi»h which Francis had iwepared for hiifl;^' ^ 

; William in the meantime did not stir an i«yii ; It , 
might have been imagined that he did not even see the: 
savage aniittal for which ho was lying in wait, and 
which scefoCd to brave him by passing sq closely 
witliih the reacli of his gun. The betuVon Ms side^ 
ap^ated quite uncohscipus of an enemy’s^ presence, 
and niivanced with rapid strides towards^ the troev*. 
But at the moment when he rose uikmI his hind legs,; 
in order to Clasp the tnmk with Ms fore-paws, thus 
leaving his breast exposed, and no longer protected by 
his broad and massive slumldors, a bright flash of light 
illuminated the flicc of tho rock, and the wdiole valley 
re-echoed with the report of the doubly-lofuled gun, 
together with tho loud howl which proceeded from the 
wounded animal. The bear fled from the fatal spot, 
passing once more within ten paces of William without 
perceiving him.' The latter had now taken the addi^ 
tional precaution of drawing the suck over his head, 
and rested motionless as before against the fiu:e of the 
rocki 

Francis, with Ms musket in Ms hand, stood 'beneath 
the shelter of the wood, a silent and breathless ppcc- 
tator of the scene. He is a bold huntsman, but hi? 
owticd to me that he fairly wished himself at home 
when he suw the enormous animal, furious from its 
wound, bearing straight down, upon the spot whore he 
stood. He made the sign of the cross (for our hunters, 
sir, arc X)ious men), commended his soul to God, and 
looked to see that liis gun was well loaded. Already 
was the bear within a few paces of the pine-wood ; in 
two minutes more a deadly encounter mast take placi‘, 
in which Francis was well aware that either he or the 
hear must fall, whfen suddenly the wounded animal 
paused, raised his nostrils in the air, as if calehiiig 
some scent wdiich was borne by tho breeze, and tlien 
uttering one furious growl, be turned hastily round, 
and rusiiod biudc tow ards the orchard. 

‘Take Care of yourself, William — take carol’ ex- 
claimed Francis, nt the same tiine ihu ting ibrwai'd in 
pursuit of the bear, and forgetting everything else in 
his anxiety to save his old coiiYrade from the terrible 
danger w’Mch threatened him ; for he know vvell that if 
William had not had time to ivload his gun, it was all 
over with him — the hoar hud evidently scented him. 
But suddenly a fearful cry — a cry of hunian terror and 
huninii agonj^— rent the air : it seemed as though he 
who uttered it had concentrated every energy in that 
one wild, despairing cry — an appeal to God and man— 
‘Help! oh, help, help!-’ A dead silence ensued: not 
evm a single moon "was heard to succeed that cry of 
anguish. Francis flew down the slope with mlouhled 
Bjjeed, and as he approached the rock, lie began yet 
more clearly to distinguish the huge animal, wliioh hatl 
hitherto been half-concoaied beneath its sliade, and 
I)ei\;eived that tho bear was trampling under foot, and 
rending to ideces, the prostrate form of Ms tmfortunatc 
assailant. 

Francis was now close at hand ; but the bear, still 
intent lipottTiis prey* did not even seem aware of hi;i 
presence^ He did not venture to Are, for terror aivl 
dismay had unnerved his arm, and lie feared that he 
mlglit miss bis aim, and pi^rhaps shoot his unhappy 
fldend, if indeed ho yet continued to breathe. He took 
up a stone and threw it at the bear. The infuriato<l 
khiinM tflined Mnnbdiate^ tin's now and tincx-- 

pected feoi and ratsjihg himself upon Ms hind logs, pre* 
pared to gitu Iflm that formidable bug, which me ex- 
perienced huntsman well knew would prove a last 
^ Faralyxed witii foar, his presence of mbd had 
wcUfd|gfH dosert^ hii^^ when all of n 
eons<:ildus that the luumM vm pressing the pMht of hia 
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Hi;'' ' ifeuti/fWith'-itS: shaffgy, '-to 

‘ ^ itia fl tiger upon the lockj »lnd pulled the trig^r. 

H foH backyatds^tha baU hfiul this time done 

' ; : i its work effectually; It h«!Rl jd^rc^d through his bro*^t, 

■ i ; aUd sliUtterqd tW spinal bone. TOe huntsma*, 'leaving 
the expiring Uiibnal upon the gi^bulid, how. hastened to 
: liLs comrUd^’s side. But,, ahi ! it was too late for 
liuman assistuheo to be of any avail. Tlie unfortunato 
man y ait kb completely mutilated, tliat it would have 
been iinpossiblc even ,tb i-ecogJiise his forUi* With a 
idckeningheai*ti Francis haatenod to call for help; 
he could ^wicive by the lights wldch were glancing in 
the cottage windows that the unwonted imise had roused 
many of the villagers from their 8^^^^ 

Betbro many moments had elapsed, almost all the 
inhiibitants of the village wcFe assembled in poor 
Mona’s orchard, and his wife among the rest. I need 
not describe the dismal scene: A collection was made 
; for the poor widow through the whole valley of the 
lihonc, and a sum of seven humired francs was thus 
raised. Fraiici.s insisted upon her receiving the govern- 
ment bouiity, and sold the dtesli and the skin of the 
bear for her benefit. In short, all hCr neighbours 
united to assist her to the utmost of their power. We 
innkeepers also agreed to open a siihscription-Hst at 
our rospcctivo liouses, in case any travellers should 
wish to conti'ibuto a trifle ; and in case you, sir, should 
be disposed to put down your; name for a small sum, 1 
should take it as a great favour. 

‘Most assumlly,' replicHl M. I^uiuas, as ho rose froni 
the table, and Ciist a parting glance of liorror at the 
last morsel of the bear-steak, inwardly vowing never 
again to make experiments in gastronomy. 

WEOVIh BISCUIT MANUFACTORY. 

A TUAK or two ago we gave a short account of the 
celebrated biscuit manufactory of Mr Carr at Carlisle, 
W'herc nmehinory of an ingenious kind was made to 
do wonders in the >vay of turning out vast quantities 
of small fancy biscuits, which formerly were nuide only 
by hand. We have now the satisfaction of inesenting 
a notice of the not very dissimihir process of biscuit- 
baking pursued at WeoviJ, in the south of England ; a 
t)laee known* by public rtqmrt througli the^freqnent 
j visits of Her Majesty iq passing to and from Oshoritc 
IJoustH 

At Weovil are produced biscuits for the royal navy, 
and there, as at Carlisle, the motive power is a large 
steam-engine, whose agency is visible in all parts of 
the establishment. The services of this engine com- 
mence with the arrival of a cargo of wheat under tlie 
walls of the huilding ; and we should have a very 
imj>erfect notion of tlic ingenuity disidayCd in the 
establishment if wc did not examine some of the eaVHcr 
proce ssos. Let u.s, thCu, began with tlic beginning ; 
anti Imving observed that the wheat is lifted by a 
steam •• worked crane front the Ughtcr to the upptur* 
niost floor, let lis descend to the floor below, and ex- 
' ainbie the first process to which it is submitted 
I that of cleaning. The grain suppM from above flotVs 
I in a continual , stream into one end of a, cyli^er of 
find wlrework, alK)ut two feet in ditoeter 
in length, yiuclv r0volVty #te^^^ 
sitioii. , A flpirftl pjate lufis thii»ugh the inteki^ of 
tins -cyllndeivs^yidin^ sections^: 

/ thus 

lutions of thish^i^erCTO^iH^^ 


of dirt deposited from wheat which to all appearance 
was dead lAfeiu entering the grain thus 

thoroughly claausedj descends another stage to the 
grinding^mm (for; thb w grounid on the pre- 

mi|es), p^r^ ^ miUstohcs aiu worked by the 
saine steaui-^PQwer. Theim is in the 

process of grinding; but the manner in which tlm flour 
is aftemards collected deserves notice. As it flows 
from the sOTcral stones, it is led into horizontal troughs, 
albng wliioK It Is propelled by the action of perpetual 
screws working in each trough. I'he contents of all 
the trSughs arc brought to one point, whence, by moans 
of a succession of plates or buckets revolving round, 
a wheel on the principle of a chain^pump or dredging- 
machine, the flour is lifted to tlie storey above, whore 
it is coded, sifted, and put into sacks, for removal 
to the bakehouse. It is not long since we observed in 
a newspaper the announcement of an invention fur 
collecting and saving the impalpable powder wlilch 
flics ofi' in the i>roCcss of grinding corn, and which, 
containing the purest |)ortions of tlie flour, has hitherto 
been wasted, Tliis saving ha^iiot yet been effected fit 
Weovil, as our whitened apiiearauec on leaving the 
mill-room sufficiently testified ; but, doubtless, the zeal 
and ingenuity that has introducctl the improvcirionts 
we arc describing will not stop short while anything 
remains to be done. 

We now arrive at the bakehouse, the prineiiial 
theatre of Mr Grant's ingenuity. We are in a huge 
room on the ground floor — it be one hundred and 

twenty feet in length, lofty, and well lighted, the conlro 
portions of which arc occupied by machinery of no very 
complex aspect; and it may be a dozen men .and lK>yfl, 
slipshod and barearmccl, arc moving Iku'o and there 
amongst it. Tliere is no bustle, no confusion; am] n«)t- 
withstanding the unceasing movements of the mm^ld- 
uery, very little noise- Wo are at once sensible that 
we are witnessing a scene of well -organized industry ; 
but we can hardly persuade oursedves that wc sc'O the 
whole staff employed in converting flour into Inscuit at 
the rate of one hundred sacks per day. In the midst 
of the general at;livit.y, the eye is caught Viy the figure 
of one man w'hosc attitude of repose contrasts strangely 
with the movements going on all round him. He seems 
to have nothing to do but to lean listlessly with one or 
both of liis elbows on the top of a sort of box or chest, 
much resembling an ordinary stable corn -bin, whicli 
stands.against the wall jit the left of llic entrance: yet 
that occupation will' not .account for the mealy stale of 
his bare arms/ let us look into the bin, and see if we 
can discover anything. The bottoni of it is filled with 
water, just above the surtiiee of which, extending from 
end to endi we see a circiikr shaft armed with iron 
blades crossing it at intervals of two inches apart, and 
Xn^trudirig six inches or more on each side of the axle, 
alrigiit : angles with it, and witli caJcli other. In ont^ 
corner of the bin is the mouth of a piix*, which, even 
ifAfllst welook, dischar^s an avtilauchc of flour into the 
water ; ot the same moment some invisible power causes 
tlid shaft t(> mol V!CH^ slowly at first, that the light dust 
may not entirely blind us ; ihen^ os the flour btKJomos 
more and more saturated with water, rapidly and more 
rapidly, until the w^^ mixed up to- 

gether ; and in the space of fo^ and a half minutes, 
one hundredweight of fiiJur U converted into dough, 
fjio reyoKutions of the shaft now cease, and our hither- 
io iikteUve friend proc^ to traUiSrer the contents of 
the bin to a board placed to receive thorn, in masses 
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resembling in shape Brbbdighag pieces of pulled bSttad. 
Again, we fide that the surfaoo which a moment since was 
free from mark or indentation^ is how s^red iill over in^ 
hexagonal fi^ires. The lower side of the plate, in fact, 
consists of a bed of sharp-eciged punches of hexagonal 
form, reminding us in appearance a gigantic hoiiey- 
comb, which at one blow divides the dongh into Single 
biscuits, leaving no superfluous niaterial except the 
trifling inequalities of the outer edges. Twenty-four 
wljole biscuits, with a due complement of halves, arc 
cut out at one stroke, each of which is at thoi^ame tiine 
iuipressed with the broad arrow of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty. Wc now see why tlie old circular form ^ the 
biscuit has given way to the hexagonal. The latter 
shape luanifestly economises labour in tlie manufacture 
and space in 8towage,'Whilc it is hardly mure liaW 
than the former to waste hy breakngc. When it is, 
borne in mind that before the introductiou of this 
machinery every single bisemit was separately kneaded, 
shaped, and stami)ed by hand, the extent to wbicU the 
productive poM'crs of the establisliment Jiave been 
increased may be imagined . 

Wc have now’ arrived at the hast stage of the process, 
and must for a time lose Sight of the biscuits; but we 
will accompany them to the mouili#of the oven. A 
range of nine ovens occupies one side of the building, 
but ouly four of them are ordinarily in use. We ate 
informed that one man attends to two ovens. We 
notice that the fires by which they are heated are con- 
tinually burning in one corner of tlicm, even while the 
hjikiug goes t)ii ; so that as soon as one batch of biscuits 
is witlulrawn, the floor is ready for another. A light 
frame?, <in whicli arc deposited tlie trays of biscuits as 
they issue from the stamivollice, is wheeled up to tlie 
oven: the trays are transferred by the baker to the 
nioutli, and thence, by moans of a long pole armed wdtli 
a hook, pushed to tJic. farthest recesses of the oven, 
wlun c they are carefully ranged side by side, to the- 
muuhcr of twelve, when the cargo is complete, and the 
door is sluit upon them. Formerly it was the work of 
two nu‘a to cliarge the oven; one wielded the peel, 
which llio other supplied with single brscuits; and we 
have watched with much anius(?ment the unerring 
iicciurac}'' w itli which constant practice had enahltKi the 
latter to hit the mark from a distance of several feet. 
The new mode is perhaps more prosaic ; but not only 
is the living of labour great, but it is easy to c?onccive 
Hint the action of the heat can be regulated with more 
uniftjrmity under it than under the tedious system of 
introducing and removing the biscuits singly.* In four- 
teen minutes the baking is completed; and thus, iu 
twenty -eight minutes fixmi its first admixture with 
water, we have a sack of flour w’cighing one hundred- 
weight converted into the like weight of biscuits, fit for 
iiuniediate consumption. A subsequent exiiosuio of 
two or three days to the high iempcratiire of a room 
over the ovens, is all that is required to render them fit 
for packing and storing. Wc have stated that at pi^ 
sent four only out of nine ovens ato in Use 5 and the 
hours pf w orking am from 7 30 A. m, to !? p, M . Even 
this limited amount of w»ork is more than sufficient to 
keep up the requisite supply of 'bivad for the navy ; 
and it is fi*eqiicntly found necessary to stop on alter- 
nate days, to prevent the stores accumidatmg beyond 
what is desirable. If the wliole force of the establish- 
meut were set in motion, it would easily, out guide 
informs us, supply 10,000 meh with half a qiouud of 
meal and half a ji^iound of biscuit pet day. Tht^ quality 
also of tlie breadds improved,' by the unifomiUy with; 
which all the processes of makii^ it are conducted 
under the operation of the machineiy^ 

We do not know wlmther the apparatus we have 
been destTibing is in Use in any other establishment: 
probably it is. Therp seems, no reasoii why it should 
not be iirought into general operation. Though ikw, if 
any bakeries can havo to siiiqfly sd li^ge a demand as 


that of the Royal Na^, there mUSt be many of suifi’ 
eieut extent to make it worth while saving iabour at 
tho ebst of the machinery ; and though at Webvii it is 
only applied to making biscuit, the principle it would 
seem appUeable to the inaiiiifiicture of any: kind of 
bread. The great labour of the baker is in kneading. 
Tho process that effectually kneads ^ur and \T%ter 
would* work equally well if other ingredients wrero 
jtnixed with those primary elements. Due regard being 
hod to the rights of the ihventor, we would wish to m 
his machinery widely employed in private as well ns 
public establishments. It might prove a 'p6\Jbrful ally 
in the cause of clieap bread. It might also be w orth 
the consideration of brickmakers w'hethcf the machi- 
nery here described might not be advantageously applied 
to the puri)oscs of their business. There seems a shfll- 
(Cieut similarity ill tho two processes to render such im 
nppUcatioii of it very practicable- We trust that Air 
Grant, the ingenious inveutor of this machinery, has 
received flom the autliorities sonic substantial ackiwnv- 
Icdgmcnt (rflus valuable labours. 

Xiiir object has l>een to describe the jiroccss of mailing 
biscuit, as carried on at 'Wcoyil, Thertj are many otlier 
objects of interest in that establishment, but this is the 
chief. An inspection of the whole, however, wdll w cU 
repay the curious visitor, and will satisfy him tliat 
whatev(‘.r ground there may be for charging the admi- 
nistrators of our national means of ofienc^ tind defenoe 
writh ignorance, imbecility, and extravagance, in tlie 
important branch of the commissariat at least neitJicr 
economy nor efficiency has becii neglected. 

JHELLABOllE. 

A rnimsAL of the adventurt's of Aloran Sliillelah in 
a recent numlwir of the Journal has recalled to my 
Old Indian mind certain reminiscences of a creature 
who, although in many resticcts unlike the Irish idiot, 
closely resembled him in one point ; namely, in the 
devoted and reciprocal attachment bctw(‘en himself and 
his teacher and protector. As he used to bo an object 
of sympathy in his own town and neighbourhood, a 
short account of him may perhaps not be uninterestiug 
to a British reader, .although the residence of my xioor 
hero was a far distant land. 

Chlnsurah, situated on tlie right bimk of the Hoogly, 
and close by the ancient town of the same name, was 
once the seat of Easteni riches and grandeur; and at 
the tinie of which I speak there still existed many 
remains of decayed wealth and reduced Alogiil aristo- 
cracy. But with this w'e have nothing to do, except in 
so far as Jhellaborc * (so the poor maniac was generally 
styled) was of Alogul descent; but who his parenis 
were, or what tlicir station in life ^vas, I never tlu*ii 
thought of inquiriug; nor do I recollect that I ever 
beard hia real name ; and indeed, althougli he used to 
'be ail object of almost daily syn»i>athy and consider- 
ation, 1 could never have suspected that after the 
|apto of BO many years his image would remain so 
'strongly impress^ on my aged brain. 

: All i knew of Jhellaborc was, tliat he was an orphan, 
and that he hwl .boen iilacal by his father in charge 
of a respectable moollah,t w'hp kept a scbool, and with 
whbmJie resided rwhen 1 first knew hint. Tlic inoolluli 
many scholars,' but none like Jlidiaboro; for a 
Mogul he Was fair, and really a beautiful boy, w'itli 
hai^ and curly locks, and slender aiid delicately 
made almbst to effeminacy, lie soon learned to read 
'Hintotahec and Persian throwing aw'ay his 

^primer andvchlldlBli storiesj he took to studying tlm , 
beautiful and onthuwastic jtoets of the East. His mas- 

♦ 3Hcnifies diO. * Wraw' is perhaps nearer tho moaninof. 

t Prioltt. priests aro kept by rtclv men to the Koi'an: 

dalty in: thcdi^ lKmUy,.o^ aloknoss and trbnhlu, at^theii' 



^ had tha Biim0 :ta«^ bliney^ esmstmrage- 

JJwlHibor© cliTided Sis time bfetiroen raaiing 
^^•^Sis Jbyaurito Saris 

h f *iB6^cr-gai»to Be obiigt^p-Titly S® s®®a awaff 

? gqi^Gous fwd of 4us simny 

£e]}osiit0 in fWPboujFs of cSeioMeis and or 

^ i ton(!bng the 3 ^ 7 sian rose or Mck white ghonderaj (the 
king of qdottf^i till the moon shone put in her silvery 
Splendour ; and oft would ho stand as if transfixed, 
gsringv% tlie spangled Sky, ^ ohimting sonorous and 

, i^SSi^Blonri verses from Hafis or Sarii* 

/ : PoubtjSisS, the impassioned youth’s ardent admiration 
0 ^ and fipwers, combined ^ ^ 

scholar, occa sioned his abemitioh of mind. His imagl- 
; nation was nurtured at the expense of his other fiiouV 
ties,. Bcread and fidt till he conjure^^ aMal visions, 
tito most vivid of which seems to have been a female < 
mrm of heavenly birth-— a hoitrij with whom he was 
ill love. He bcc-amo, in short, an Oriental nymphalepfc. 
At last, when his reason was completely underminetl, 
and ho could no longer study—hc was then about 
eighteen years of age— he used to wander about in his 
favourite garden, clean and tastefully arrayed, with his 
beautiful blac^ hair hanging in ringlets. Ho never wore 
the Mohammrian dress, as disliked long sledVes and 
thick clothing. His dhotee’^^wm of the most beautiful 
muslin, dyed of some famsiful hue, sometimes rose- 
colour, sometimes sky - blue, and a silver - edged hand- 
kercMof encu’clcd his waists Over his shoulders was 
thrown a scarf of the same materials, and dyed to har- 
monisc wdth Ids dhotee. In tdl this, notwithstanding 
the unhinged state of his mincT, he continued to shew 
mutih taste and n^finement. The garlands of flowers 
round his neck and- Upon his breast were too numerous 
to bo counted, but they were never faded or soiled. A 
yollow ehainpaha flower stuekVhind his ear contrasted 
well with his black locks, and a bouquet of roses or a 
punka t of b4h buds was in ins hand; and a pair of neat 
buff-leatliGr .slippers completed his picturesque dress. 
He seldom walked out aloiio in the evenings, but had 
gtmerally some young gay Mogul companions with him. 
With these he would enter into conversation, hut would 
occasionally conic to a stand -still, and exclainb with 
eyes fixed on the heavens, '^Heautifrii, rosydippeid en- 
chantress! — goddess of indescribal^lp lovelinessI’T—I 
greet thcel’ * Whom do you seef’ was sometimes 
asked. ^ It is iny Pori— liiy beloved-^ ask no , more! • 
vvas the answer. 

Tne moollnii seemed to have regarded the orphan not 
only as a pupil but as an adopted child, and they had 
become strongly attached to each other. His death 
was deeply felt by Jhellfiboro, and was pwibably un- 
1 mixed with selfish regrets, though by this event ho was 
left without 3up|)ort. But Jhelh\lMre was a general 
favourite,, and his young frienda took care to sup^y 
him with finery, flowers, and a little money; so his 

1 days gfided on as before, and he never thought of to- 
moiTOW. The patron of the deceased moolhih had no 
doubt been an opulent man. The little dwelling and 
schoolroom had heeft bis gift' tp the teacher, and after 
his death they seemed to have become tbo property of 
^ JheMborc, for there l\c continued to abide. Afljoin- 
ing there wAs also an old -looking tomb-^tbat of tlm 
patron, surrounded by a light opeii-worked trellis-waU, 
j such as may be seen in white marble around the tomb 
of iComtA^^ in the Taj Mahal at Agra. Withtil the 
encl^ure ww a vacant space for anotluu? grave, and 
here the i^O^llilh was also buririf and a similar tohib 
built SO, united in death, the rich and 

the poor, tbo j^otOotoi the prit^ted, rested to- 

. -gethcr ne,ar' tha.s<^e4f ^ 

After the i^n neatly finished and 

decorated, a ^rah and carpet were placed in it by some 
charitable hand^ tTpoii these JhellAbore rested when 
weary, and there, throe times a day, he read the Koran, 
and performed his derotiouS i and this, notwithstand? 
ing his derangement, he could do with propriety and 
solemnity. The former proprietor of tlm ground miglit 
IWLve -rested disregar<ied and forgotten but for Jhelia- 
bore the maniac. There, for his sake, many a passer- 
by stopped to sec the marks of his devoted love to his 
OartlUy bcne&ctors and his God. 

• Many a popper coin was cast, many handfuls of 
cowries were scattered upon the two whitewashed graves, 
alongn witli wreaths of sweet-scented flowers j while 
heaps of little horses* of baked clay lay piled up in one 
corner. Often have 1 and my dear old father contri- 
buted oiir adhfilah, or half rupee, at the shrine 

^ (foT such It had now almost become^ and marvelled 
how /;ooc/ frequently accrued from evilf for in all this 
the Ghristian could not hut trace the finger of God, 
whatever might bo thought of it by the Moslem or 
Hindoo. As darkness came on, Jliellfibore lit his gay- 
(ioloured lanterns of talc and gilt paper; and at the 
head of his masters grave, under the hollow pillar 
surmounted by a turban, alw'ays blazed a cherang or 
lamp, with sweet -scented oil, wliile hfmi or fraiik- 
iiuitinse exhaled its odours around it, and there, during 
the worm season, Jhellabore would fall aslecq). 

What became of .Jliellabore cveiitually I know not. j 
Perhaps bo was of too ardent and excitable a tempera- i 
ment to be long for this earth. I left the place, and ■ 
other objects occupied my mind, yet the recollection of I 
the youthftil enthusiast is still fresh in my memory. j 

Before I take my Icn> t‘ of dlielltlborc, 1 may remark i 
tiiat his countrymen — ipany of whom are snporstitioiis | 
and illiterate — ascribed his insanity to the influence of j 
supernatural beings. His wanderings among tlie flowers j 
at eve was pronounced bad, very badl Every plant i 
and almost every flower in the East lias a mythic or | 
romantic tale attached to it, or belongs to some genius ■ 
or deity. And to pluck flowers, or oven to touch i 
plants and trees at dusk, when all the good and evil 1 
spirits aro supposed to be abroad, is always forlndden, 
espcrcially to the young and beautiful. 

M35MS FOR MUSICAL MISSES. 

Sit in a simple, graccftil, unconstrained posture. | 
Hever turn up the eyes, or swung about the body ; the | 
expression you mean to give, if not heard and felt, will ; 
never ba understood by those foolish motions wliich 
are rarely wjsorted to but by those who do not really 
feel w^hat they play^ Brillianey is a natural gift, but 
great execution may bo acquired: let it bo always 
distinct, and however loud you wish to ho, never 
thump. Praetim in private music far more diflicult 
than that you play in general society, anxl aim more at 
ideasing than astonishing. Never bore people wuih ugly 
music merely because it is the work of some famous 
composer^ and do not let the pieces you perform before 
peCplo not professedly scientific be too long. If you 
meitn to play at all, do so at once when requested : 
those who require much pressm^ are generally more 
severely critioised than others who gori-humourcdly 
luid unafibctedly try to jmiuso tlie company by Ining 
promptly obliging. Never carry books about with you 
unasked ; learn by li^t a variety of different kinds of 
music to please all tastes. ^ Bo above the vulgar folly 
nf pretendiiig that you cannot play for dancing ; for it 
proves only tliat if not disohliging, you are stupid. 
The chief rule in performing this specii^ of music is to 
be strictly acjcurate os to time, loud enough to be 
heard amid the noise of the doncero’ foe^ and always 


^ These liors 0 B may bo sesn near ovety mosqae or sUdno where 
a Klo^om men^loant takes up his ahodf. ; ^oy aro iypioal of Uio 
Bpriik,' A^obamined's charger, ami of the hhlyi horse on which tho 
faithM aro to osoimd tp heaven at the day (^judgmonk 
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particulaflj distinct the time: the more 
Impression you give, the more life and spirit, the better 
will your potformanco bo liked ; good dancers cannot 
dance to bad music. In waltzes the first note in the 
bass of every bar must be strongly accented. In 
quadrilles the playing, like the dancing, must be 
gliding. In reels and strathspeys the bass must never 
bo running — always octaves — struck with a strong 
staccato touch ; and beware of playing too quick. In 
performing simple airs, which very few people can do 
fit to be listened to, study the st^le of the different 
nations to which the tunes belong. Let any little 
grace he clearly and. neatly executed, which ismever 
done brilliantly or well by indifferent performers of a 
Iiigher style of merit. Make proper pauses; and 
although you must be strictly accurate as to time, 
gimerally speaking, it should sometimes he relaxed toi 
favour the expressiou of Irish and Scotch airs* Beware 
of being too sudden and abrupt in yova nationaliim — . 
caricaturing them, as it were-^which ignorant and 
somi;timc8 indeed scientific performers often do, totally 
spoiling by those ‘quips and cranks ’what wotild other- 
wise bo pleasing, and which sounds also to those who 
really understand tlie matter very rhliculous. Do not 
n/ter national airs : play them simply, hut as full as 
you ideaso, and vary the bass. In duets, communicate 
your several ideas of the proper expression to your 
fellow - performer, so that you may play into one 
another’s liands — give and take, if I may so express 
myself; and should a mistake occur, do not pursue 
your own track, leaving your unfortunate companion 
in difilcultles wdiicU will soon involve yourself ; but 
cover it us well fis you ciin, and the generality of 
I listeners will perhaps never discover that one was 
' made, whilst the more sapient few will give you the 
credit you deserve. 

As regards singing, practise two or three times a day, 
but at first not longer tlnm ten minutes at a time, and 
lot one of those times be before breakfast. Exercise 
the cxtremitic‘s of the voice, but do not dwell long 
upon those notes you touch with difficulty. Open the 
mouth at all times; in the higher notes especially, 
open it to the cars as if smiling. Never dweU upon 
consonants. Be distinct from one note to another, 
yet carry them on gliding! y. Never sing with the 
slightest cold or sore throat. Vocalise always upon 
Aj and he .careful to put no B’s before it. Never take 
breatti au(libly. Begin to shako slowhj a,nd steadily. 
I’ractise most where the voce di petto and the voce di 
tjofa join, so as to attain the art of making tlie one 
glide imperceptibly into the other. The greatest sin a 
singer can commit is to sing out of tune. Be clear, but 
not shrill ; deep, but not coarse. 

When you intend to sing, read the words, and see 
that you umhirstmid them, so as to give the proper 
expression. Let all your words bo heard i it is a 
great and a common fault in EnglisTi singers to be 
indistinct. Study flexibility. Practise Iwth higher, 
louder, and lower than you sing in public; and when 
])ractising, open the mouth wider than it would he 
: graceful to do in company. ])() not change the sound 
of the letters ; sing as like speaking as ybii cau. It is 
better to sing quite plain than to make too many turns 
and trills : these, when attempted at all, should be 
executed very neatly. Study simplicity ; it is better 
to give no expression than false expression. Never 
appear to sing with effort or grimace ; avoid affectation 
and every iJeculiarity* , Never sit when you sing, if 
you can possibly help it, but stand upright Give more 
strength in ascending than in descending. Do not 
suffer yourself to l>e 'x>nr8uadcd to sing soon after 
eating. Accidental sharps ought to bo sung wdth more 
emphasis than accidental fliifs. Tlte Italian vowels a 
aiid i liave always tlie same spund, bub c has two 
different ones : the first like the ai in pdin ; the other 
like ea in tear^ wear^ or swear. 0 has also two sounds ; 


one like o in itone; tljc other like the nu in l 

Articulate strongly your doubh consonants When 
singing Emnch or Italian. The voibe is ;^id te be at 
its best at ei^tr^and-twentyi and to begin te decline 
soon aftef forty, when the more you strain mid try to 
reach the higher notes that are beginning to fell 
tho quicker you liasten the decay of your powers, i ' 
Ghjldren should never be allowed to sing much or tp : . 
strain their voices : fifteen or sixteen is soon enou^ 
to begin to ijractise constantly and steadily the two 
extremities of the voice; before that ago, gie middle 
notes only should be dwelt upon, or you run the risk 
of ernoHny, as it is t^ttned, the tones. Never ferce t][)e 
voice in damp weather, or when in the least degree 
unwell : n^nny often sing out of tune at these times 
wlio do so at no other. Take nothing to clear tho 
voice but a glass of cold water; and always avoid 
pasl^, rich cream, coffee, and cake, wlien you intend 
to sing. 

A SOLITARY KINGDOM. 

On Sunday morning, the 0th December 1840, at three 
\.M., we made the island of St Paul’s, tho southernmost 
of those twin rocks which frown in solitary grandeur 
in the midst of the Indian Ocean. The order, was 
given to got the pinnace out, and away "vft went, stoerr 
ing for a conspicuous sugar-loaf ro<ik, some 160 feet in 
height, which marked the entrance of the lujrbour, or, 
more properly, the lagoon. 

After i>ulling for about half an hour, we reached (Tie 
entrance of the harbour, wdiere wo descried a flagstaff 
displaying French, colours, and several wooden houses, 
the residence of the owmer of the island and his 
Having volunteered to act as interpreter, I felt rather 
* unfrocked’ at hearing a loud hail, in capital Englisl i, 
‘Boatal)oy! — keep well in with tho shore, arid come 
up to yonder wharf’— instnictions whieli wo followed 
inn)lidtly, and soon jumped on to the dry land. Wo 
were received by three or four ugly -looking Mada- 
gascar negroes, who led us up to ‘ the captain,’ whoin 
we discovered surrounded with his lieutenants and 
people, appanmtly in grave deliberation. There w'as 
no mistaking liis Gallic face, and I forlhwith ad«lres8ed 
him ill French, stating tho name of. our sliij) and her 
destination, and requesting a supply of vegetables and 
poultry. Ho immediately invited us, witli a certain 
rough empresseinent, into his house, and offered us j 
breakfast, composed of Dutch cheeso, potatoes, cold 
fowl, biscuit, and bad rum. The calls of hunger being 
satisfied, and a cursory inspection of the premises duly 
accomplished, we sallied out. to exploto the dominions 
of our new friend. 

Tho island of St Patd’s (for whose correct latitude : 
and longitude I beg to refer to Horsburg) isitierely the 
crater of an extinct volcano, extending ten miles in 
length and four or five in breadtli. The crater now 
forms a circular lagoon, eneloseci by steep and rocky 
walls from 800 to 700 feet in hcigljt, covered with a 
stunted vegetation of scrub, fern, and coarse ^ass. It 
is rarely visitfid by shipping, though lying directly in 
tho'track of vessels bouncl to Australia and the Soiith- 
^ fisheries. I did not jearn how it first happened to 
be occupied; probably some freebooting adventurer 
w^s attracted thither by its merits os a fishing station. 
Tfte lagoon forms a safe and commodious harljour for 
small its entmnoo being covered at 

fltkri tide with ten or twelve feet of w ater. Tho pre- 
sent oWTier is a Fronohman, who had long been engaged 
in tho trade between the Mauritius and Bourbon and 
the Capo of €k)cxl Hope j but having got into some 
trouble witt^ tho revenue officers, fled to the isfeiul in a 
small schooner of about sixty tons, manned by Atada* 
gascar slaves; and finding it occupied byA Foie nametl 
Mierbslawskl (a brother of the Hungarian hero), ho 
bou^it it of Min for the suih of 200p dp&rs ; and fertile 
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tlie tricolor, $e# uj> a 

ufliaor the protoction of hi# iialiii^ flag. Horo lie insti- 
tuted a system bf ix^ 
he coiitriTod tb 

and train theth ^Scftu& y^^ JUs ability 
enabled lilnl to 'cb®q\fer , haturajl difficulties of his 
• new abodCj and lu&^h^ a hatidabmo money 

income ff 6m tlie pzbd his fislicries, making three 

or fbihr voyages annually to Bourbon or Port l^ouis, 

; tyher^ his: old scores hod effaced by the hand of. 
■ ■■;: . 

of 1648 brought some change 
; in W inasmuch ag^s black slaves all 

f ^ how fain tyhirc, at stated wages 

^ (Whi^l^ however, are ihoderate enongli), the lal)OUr of 
i^oor ^ho were his projMjriy before. I 

s®® woinen on the islatidr and 
of : him how it came to pass, he told, me he 
jijid brbhght some with him at first, but they were tbo 
cause of so much quarrelling, tliat he had fouiid it 
impracticable to govern his kingdom so long as they 
were in it, and he thereforeishipped them back to the 
place Svheuce they came. The inhabitants of the Rock 
ephsistod tliereibre of himself and two mates, two other 
TSVenehmonj a half-caste bby, and fourteen Nossibe: 
biacks—the .ugliest looking negroes I ever beheld. 
They soeraeiPto lead a not unpleasant life, with plenty 
to eat and little to do-- the luxuries of the island 
lK>ing biscuit and tobacco, which they cannot always 
procure* Cows, goats, and rabbits roam about the 
ruck^i and the cheerful cackling of hundreds of Ibwls 
forma a l»oniely feature in the otherwise wild and 
rugged finseffibk. — Abridged from * The Empire^ a naiv 
St/dne^ Jqurni^. 

■ / ■ ' . ■ , ' ' 


father could liot then attend to buMneas, WftS 
tiie family, made all tho> purchases, and reeeir^ , the , 
earnings of the oth^ branches of the family p another 
son was a Imnger. on Without einplojrment. the grand- 
children of' the male sex irere cither writing gratis as 
candidates in goverument offices, or at school, or at 
home, according to their respective ages. Several of the 
eldest of these agam were also married, and , had their 
wives with them. Many such families as this arc to be 
found still among the Hindoos, where European inter- 
course has jmt disturbed the natural course of native , 
society*-— /ndiaaPoj^. 

^ — 

‘I AM WEARY — TAKE ME HOME/ 

Tiia p.'igcant was imposing, and tho gay asseniblcd 
throngs, 

•With plaudits loud and rapturous, rewarded simn songs; ' 
The players donu’d their regal robes as mimic kings and ; 

. . ‘ " queens— ■ ■ ' , 

Ah! gold is oft to tinsel changed when view'd behind i 
the scenes! , ^ . ! 

1 knew ihoro was one sadden'd heart which made an ! 

inward inoan, . i 

In all that goodly compaiiie— for that heart was iny own. | 

A chord was touch *d-r-a nerve was thrill’d — yet ’twuKS no I 
dulcet strain, I 

Awoke the spell old strains can w'cave — wild memories ! 

of pain; I 

But ’twas because a little child, a fondled child, was i 
nigh, 

That recollection wander’d hack to scenes and days goiie ; 

Supported by a mother’s arm, to rest her drooping head — i 
‘ 1 am wcaty— take me home,’ the engaging prattler said. 
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KKAN AND OABUTOK. 

Edmund Kean was a groat favourite of Mrs Garrick, the 
widow of the celebrated actor, Wheuever it was desirable 
that a new performer at Drury Lane should make a hit, 
the committee used to bring tho venerable old lady out to 
her private box, to say he reminded her of David. She 
said so, and this went the round of the papers accord- 
ingly. In the case of Kean she spoke honestly. He did 
reinifid her of her husband, and was iieai’cr to him by 
miujy degrees than any actor she had cvbr seen, alihough 
both agreed he could liot piny Abel Drugger. Once in 
contersaUon he complained to her that the papers made 
terrihie mistakes as to his conceptions of character, 
readings, points, and other poouliaTitics. * These people,' 
said he, * don't understand their business ; they give me 
credit where 1 make no effort to deserve it, and they paas 
. over the passages on which I have bestowed the utmost 
dare and attention. They think because my stylo is new 
and appears natural that I don't study, and talk about 
the suddeihinipulee of genius. There is no such thing as 
/ Impulsive acting ; idl is studied beforehuTid. A man may 
act better dr worse a .particular night from particular 
clreuinlitances, but the 6^^ is the saiiie, 1 have 

done all these thihgs A thousand times in country theatres, 
and perhaps better^jhefore I was recognised as a great 
LoHdbn actor, and hhVd been loudly applauded ; but the 
sound never reached a? far as London / You should 
write your own cnticlsnw,* replied the old liady ; f Jbftwd 
itfiodys did UiiiverHty MagaAm* : 

■■■■'V/ lirirjJOO FAMILT* '■ 

It often happens,, especially when . there is a little; 
promn^ty in a lamUy, that what we would call a do^en 'i 
ffiimlias ii^e tc^etfaer, 0^^^ by the Hindool ’ 

as one. VYei ohee knen^ a famny of thik kind which opn- 
sij^ed of ..Therd was-'the old ■man, ^ 

the- patriarch'-oi^'ijiril^^ iona/.ehd, their wives,;/ 

and ever, M ' of ' .both.;:' sexes^ All ' : 

■./%esO''.ljve4;;tov'i^ otte.:.puTjBe .and dne'.] 

■■ f ."ithe:' sons vrm m . government 

fit/'ahother ^ Wj^';'::ii::''^ppshe0,'^eh^^ . English 
“ ““ .■ : the ■ :nat>^";,'|iijgtiagw : ilte '".e|#eat, . as - the 


No lOB^ that gay scene I saw— the song 1 heard no 

■ more^'- '' ■ 

For 1 Was boundmg merrily across a greensward door ; 
And angel forms that flew away in young life’s happy 
hours, 

Disported with me once again all garlanded with flower.^ : 
But when the lambs were in the fold, when glouining 
hour had come. 

The whisper came as surely — * I am weary — take juo 
home.’ 

The vision changed— 1 stood within a dear familiar nxmi; 
'Twas darkened, and I long essayed to penetrate the 
gloom: 

With silent awe I recognised a white-robed suffering 
■ w>i*it 

Waning tonf^rds eternity, with scarce a mortal taint ; 

She s|]^ke With patient sweetticss (surely angels waft 
sdoh sighs)— 

• I arh weary— ‘take me home*— then on earth she closed 
,;hcr eyea. ; / 

I gaze upon the stage Of life— I know its tinsel glare, 

Its hollowness end wsliy, its so fair. 

Its s^nes of imsery I view with syiupathising heart, 

Yet in its bright illusions never more to play a part. 
Life's day i# sliort— 1 rouse from sleep — for gloaming 
hour doth come, 

When the : pleading prayer ascends—* I am weary— take 
me ; C. A . M. W. 


Fruits are more acid in tho morning than in the even- 
ing, because the sun's rays decompose their carbonic 
acui, and make thetn part with their oxygen, of which 
they do not gaiu.ii fresh suppily until night. 
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TIME. 

Titmk is tiie life of God. We speak of eternity as if it 
v/oro something contradistinguislicd from time; h^t it 
is merely u term to express our inability to imagine a 
beginning or an end to time. We cannot indeed ima- 
gine time as otherwise than eternal. Hublime thought! 
and sublime also in no small degree is on r connection 
with it, even limiting oiir consideration of that connec- 
tion to the present form of our existence. We can 
look but a little Avay forwards or backn'ards, and find 
even in that restricted range of vision much obscurity 
and doubt. Yet how grand to be able to oxteiul in any 
degree whM,t(‘ver oiir notion of merely passing time— 
that in which wg happen to live ! It is like extending 
our very life itself. Upon this doptmds most of the 
pleasure which men have in historical or antiquarian 
research, and also in the investigations of geology, 
which may bo called the antiquurianism of the pre- 
human w'orld. The animal knmvs and can learn nothing 
of siicJi tilings. The ignorant man, ivho lives only for 
the (lay, and in the day, is in the like predicament. It' 
is the privilege of the studious and reflecting man of an 
advanced civilisation to know them, and to how 
greatly iliey exalt and exx)aud his terrestrial being. 

A zealous scientific inquiry into tlic past is of such 
modern date that our rctrosjiect cannot as yet be 
considered as very clear or i>redse. It would be rash 
to lay great stress upon any of its deductions. It is 
interesting, however, to find that the general tendency 
of the research is to shew mundane things as of much 
longer enduranee than w-as formerly sujiposed. Geo- 
logy has already scon at an end all objections to the 
vast chronology wliicU it seeks to establish for ihe 
■world before man bmime its ruling inhabitant. Each 
of its imuiy formations represents an enormous iKuTion 
of time. Take that of the coal* strata alone. If it be 
true, as most geologists now believe, that eiich bqd of 
coal is only the last form of a \nd of liioss— that is, a 
decayed forest — liow ^eat must be the space of time; 
involved in the produetmn of the eiitirc coal series, 
which in many i>i;tcos is composed of sedres of such 
beds ! Look again to the phenomena Of dlsiiitej^rat^u, 
or the wearing away of rpeks. T^e fonning of a tditf 
h}' the beating of the weaves is a process which wo , 
well see, from the slowness of the operation before bjir 
eyes, to involve a great space of time. The wearing 
back of the Niagara fall from Queenstown to its present 
l)ositlon iuas b^n eaUmated as reqturin not less than 
twentY thousand j^cars. Yet these arc but the opera- 
tions of the yesterday of geology, ^iHjy are only the 
minutes of its day. And as the scidut?c goes on, 
and more of such minutc*s are cotttmually being found, 


and inserted in the cvcr-incrcasing round. 'Well may , 
the geologists talk of millions of years as involved iii 
the history of tliat mere crust of the earth with 'vvhK'li 
they deal ! 

To a perfectly com?spbnding purport is the voice of 
historical research. The commenconieiit of the Egyp- 
tian monarchy, and consequently of a system of civi- 
lisation in that (X)untry, ia now taken laick many 
centuries before its fornver date. S<mie speak of nearly 
four thousand years bdbnv CMirist, and none fipo.ak of 
fewer than four-and- thirty centuries, This is the 
result of an inquiry into lneroglyphi(\al i iucinViriais. 
But that is not the only means by which We. niJiy 
supply the defect of cxpressly-^vritten re(.‘ovds. Tlio 
scientific antiquary haiS dug into the earth f(»r a 
chronicle of unlettered man, resembling that which 
geology snjqdies regarding the lower aml^uils. lie 
finds that all round the coasts of Europe, wdiere 
civilised mitions now dwell, tlicrc existed nations for a 
long scri(j8 of ages prior to their getting either pens 
to w'rite or iron wherewitli to form in)plements of 
offence or of utility. S(.)mo came sooner to the use of 
these articles than others; it is, Iiowevcr, not lees than 
three thousimd years since, in some of them, that 
change took phme. Now, in all uf these countries 
there was a period when men, knowing not iron, made 
use of bronze (an alloy of roi>per) as a raalerial for 
Riieli implements. They could fonml^ not inelegantly, 
but they only employed a comparatively unsuitable 
metal which chances to occur in a form mucli nn>iv, 
suggestive of its u.sefiil qualities than iron, 'This 
Bronzo Age was one of long duration, though till lately 
its very existence w'as iinknowm. It is a ehaptc^r 
which Wc have to add to the written history of all 
Eurojiean nations *, but^ it is not the only one, Ere- 
vious to this age, whi(;h w^as omi involving some refine- 
ment, at least as fiir as that may be inferred from the 
state of the arts, there was a ruder one — a lower and 
earlier formation, as it w'ere a still older palaeonto- 
logy of the human race. The EurpiKjan nations could 
then only fashion arrow -licads aiul war - haimncrs, 
knives and chisels, implements for; war, the chase, and 
dontestic conveuicncy, as well as oriTaments for their 
persons, out of stone— the; pebbles and flints whicli lay 
beneath , their feet, and the first and readiest of all 
available materials. Tlie series of cvemts is most 
natural— the simidest labour and rudest expedients 
first; next . something significant of an impfjyed 
ingenuity and reflection. , But what we have he® to 
do with is the gi-eat and almost indefinite extension 
of human history by such means. The oldest of 
civilised nations aiqjoar to have had to pass' through 
these prior stages, cacli cxiiressing a long period. A.9 
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to Egn>t> »” particular, the momoiialg pf a Stone Penod 
Are traecxi i?j the knives of obsidian, iuid othoi* mineral 
implGrtients, wliieh, with tho characteristic perscvorance 
of re.li.j^i<ms nsfige^ cpntimikl to be employ^ in em- 
balming after better: implemontfl ba<l been oWfcftined for 
other purposes. add to Egyptian history first a. 

Bronze Period, aiid then a Stone Period, and it must he 
scon that we t^e hach the actual commencement of 
the business of humanity in tliat region to a point 
earlier than the most fabulous historians could liave 
Ventured ^0 dream of. 'It is as likely to he ten thou- 
sand years agp as five or six. And, after all, was this 
the oldest group of people describable as a nation ? Tliat 
the^human race has lived longer on tho earth than 
even the last-mentioned sum would indicate is mani- 
fest from other considerations— as, for example, the 
slowness of tlic process of modification by which * 
Various seertions of tho human family become distin- 
guished from one anoth^. If «ll men have come from 
one centre and one type,- the space of time which 
would be required for enabling them to put on those 
peculiarities of figure, style of 'lusage^ and, above all, 
complexion, which we see they have retained with so 
little change throughout our thirty or flve-and-tliirty 
historical centuries, must have been immense. On such 
j a point we can only, go by vague impressions ; but it i 
I does not appear very irrational to suppose that two 
hundred centuries may have elapsed — if not more 
tban even tliat — since first tlie JMaker of mim placed 
liim upon the earth. 

When the results of scientific research are presented 
in even tin's imperfect form, if they only CTiffice to 
extend the reader’s ideas of the duration of this mun- 
dane frame of tilings, they will surely be admitted to 
make goid our starting proposition. It was at first 
thought ill of that the world was represented as being 
older than six thousand years ; but now that wo have 
l^med to tliink of it as so much older, how poor does 
the former idea appear! Wo must all feel tliat an 
ancient world is most correspondent to the Ancient of 
Days, by whom it was created. 

While our contemplative connection with Time is 
made so grand by our sense of life antiquity of things, 
it must be admitted witli a sigh that our actual or 
practical connection with it — still Ihniting our consi- 
derations to the present form of our being— is in some 
measure rendered disheartening by tho same cause. 
When we think of humanity alone having lastixl so 
long, and only advanced as yet to the point which we 
see, wc bnconie painfully aware of how small signifi- 
cance and efficacy is a generation of our race. The life 
of man was always seen to be a short-lived flower ; but 
novr it becomes proporttonably much more so than ever. 
The most ardent seekers of reform and improvement are 
thus taught hnw little they can expect to accomplish 
in a lifetime, .and how little <»f the results of their 
Clld<^ayou^8 they can hope to look upon with earthly 
eyes. They take up the cause from others, and to 
othew it must be resigned. This has always been, to 
a certain extent, known and admitted, and it involves 
some elevated views of human nature ; lor is there not 
something sublime in tins zeal of working for results 
hy which others are to benefit? Tbeemiinue diligent 
in such working, when even more sensible of the short- 
ness of individual life in proportion to the great move- 
ments of humanity, is so niucJi the more grand. Not 
that men can justiy he said to work on such a disinte- 
Jested iprinciple ; butwe Icnow that in the very passions 
they obqy in their efibrts to advance in that indefinite 
iyhiqh forms the ' great distinguishing 
feature of cn^ Tlicey so often been misde- . 

scribed aa under the guidance of 

an .Admight^ Wiij Vhich has arranged our destinies. . 
Clearor kiio^ed^ duration of time will never 

alter thO dispi^tipns implanted in man. The 
If^vidual coral polypor works fer the building up of 


I the f^oat fabric which it requires myrmJs of creAtures 
like itself to complete^ Man works in the same way 
with respect to tJjc great ends appointed for his race by 
the Creator, wliethpf knowing much or Jittle of tho 
proportion which liis singlo handiwork bears to the 
great desigin 

Perhaps there is an error in our ordinary way of 
contenmlating human life, I’lie egotism of man makes 
the seventy years’ span of the individual appear .as of 
the first consequence, and ho naturally deplores the 
lltevity of -the period, as with it begins .and ends Ida 
concern with this world. But the succession of gene- 
rations is a determinate arrangement attending orga- 
nised things, for viiich there must have been powerful 
rc‘ason8 in the councils of Omnipotence : continual 
renewal, it may be surmised, is necessary for tlie 
' preservation of that jHirtion of nature in a. rigbfc and 
efficient condition. The single life appears on this 
view as an unimi)ortant accident in the case. It might 
be more just to contemplate the life of a spoides, or 
even the life of all the species that wore from first to 
last to occupy any particular planet — an idea at wliich 
WQ may well arrive after seeing it so aini)ly dcirionslrat(*fl 
by modern science — had such instruetien not been 
afforded through another vch.annel — tliat both our own 
species had a beginning, and there was a time (much 
earlier) when this globe sustained no sort of living 
thing. 'Undoubtedly, if we reiuovo our contemplation 
from the generation to the tribe or species, and tJdnk' 1 
of each of these as one existence, and see how Jong that 
existence comparatively is, we must ailmit tliat the 
fraH creatures tenanting tlie earth come into a more 
respectable relation to time tlian might have previously ■ 
occurred to our minds. | 

While we may be allowed to indulge in sur;h specn- ! 
lations — granting they be entitled to no better name — I 
it is very certain, on the other lumd, that man’s chief 
business, as far as his present form of being is con- 
cerned, is with the term of individual evisteuco. Let 
I him stretch Ins soul bimkward into the Ihrtliest past, or j 
forM’iird into the remotest future, still to this little spuee 
on the Great Circle bis tJioughts must come liona^. 
Here really dwell his Iiitcresls and bis Dulics. Here 
must he approve liimself a faithful servant of the groat 
Master, if ever. It is most intorosting to contemplate, ! 
as far as such a thing can lie made objective, man going | 
through this Jittle space of time, busy with a tliousMiKl ;| 
matters which seem to liim of vast consequence, wliilo i i 
viewed in ndation to the whole of time they would j 
sink into innppixjcialile trifies — overlooking all tlii.s \ 
their character in tlie grand relation, and rigidly doing j 
so, since otherwise the business of the world — thi‘ j 
interests of the race at large— would be inisconducled. | 
Small, hideed, are the concerns of many: the tilling of ; j 
an acre, the attending to some small part of a machine*, j I 
doing some Jittle piece of service to a superior, repcatcii 
in its trivial details every blessed day till the end ; anrl 
yet how fitting and Vrell that such little matters an> 
not merely accomplished, but accomplished often witli 
a gusto and a spirit that rec-leems them from common- 
place ! The humble creature feels as if he vvere doing 
great things for himself; and is he not really doing so, 
when he is clearly taking the i)art assigned by bis 
capacity and the accidents of liis birth in tlie great 
plan which Crod has willed ? There .arc also touching 
views of time as regards the individual. It brings him 
domestic changd8„many of them sorrowful. Sometimes 
he has a grief vrhich he thinks can never be cured : 
Time lays o.n his sootlimg liand, and the wound closes, i 
He cherishes a memorv, and swks to give it immor- 
tality ; the stone, though outlasting the feeling, forgets 
its talo in twxmty years, and . no one can then say for 
what it was raised. And yet who would wish to assure 
a fellow-creature in the first burst of a riglite(.>u8' grief, 
Umt in a few months or years it would be forgotten?— 
or who wouId, tlnnk of interposing to prevent that vain 


CfflAMBEM’S to JOURNAL. 


I commemorate who is Boleljr distinguished 

I in tlio eyes of aflbction ? Times without numiKir has 
/ the grief been felt and the af^tionato recollection 
expressed, and yet it is but in the few recent cases 1 
that anytliinij has been preserved. When the mourners 
themselves have disappeared, who are to keep alive the 
loss and the grief? What a grave of once -felt woes 
and heart-breakings is the past! Still it is part of 
nature that these things should be ; and God, we may 
be assured, looks with compassion on distresses of whi(jh 
he knows the evanescence, and wliich by rfhd by none 
but liimscif will remember to have-ever existed. 

, a 

TALES OF THE COAST-GUARD. 

THE SMUGGLERS* HOSTAGE. 

Only one of the seamen wounded in the brush with tho^ 
smugglers' previously narrated recovered.* The other, 
James Norton, having been hit grievously on the loft 
! knee-cai>, it was found necessary to take off the leg, 
and the poor icllow sank under the operation. The 
most energetic mciisurcs were, it may be suppostnl, 
immediately adopted to bring the guilty parties to 
justice. The government offered a largo reward to 
any one — cxcei)tiM»g, of course, those who lired the fatal 
sliots — tliat would give information leading to the 
couviction of the ofToiulers, and an active inquiry was 
at once set on foot, and vigorously carried on throughout 
the neighbourhood. The result was the appreliension 
of a number of pei'sons to whom suspicion pointed, and 
tlio ultimate (committal of five of them to the Winchester 
March assize on the capital charges It was, however, 
very doubtful that we had secured one of tlie chief 
culprits. There w«as no evidence that the men in 
prison were owners of the goods attempted to Ik^ run, 
wore armed at the time, <ir in any way concerned in the 
aflViir, save as temporary lielpers; and even bn this 
last i)oiiit th<* proof with regaivLto two or thr(»e of 
them was by no means clear. From the blood-tracks 
leading to a considorable distance, discovered the 
morning after the affray, it was certain that the 
Inimed and random shots of ibc seamen must have 
taken severe efiect upon s<n'enil of tlio fugitive euntra- 
bandists, but not one of th(‘se wotindcd men couid be 
found ; aiul it was greatly feared that the deaths of the 
two men would I'eniaiu unavenged. Once during the 
preliminary investigation I thought we had a chance 
of letting daylight in upon the coTifused and foggy 
business.^! was called out of the justice* -room at 
Hamble, where the depositions were being taken beforc 
several of the eoiinty magistrates, to see a woman who 
said she had an important communication to make to 
me in private. This woman, a sightly person, with a 
clear, healthy, open English look, though now overcast 
with hitter grief, I had frequently seen before, and 
knew her to be the wife of one of tlie prisoners, 
Ricluml White by name, the youngest, and, as I 
thought, the least implicated of them all. Tliey kept, 

1 knew, a> chandler’s shop at Hythe, on the south shote 
of tlie SonthamiJton River, and just on the skirts of 
tbe New Forest. But for one or two self-betraying 
words dropped in the fiurry caused by his sudden 
apprehension, then.* was reallj’' nothing against him 
oxc’ept that he had been seen in close, covert discourse 
with two of the otlier prisoners on the evening the 
unfortunate collision took placse. His wife, I found, 
had been terribly scared by a rexasurk of one of tlie 
magistrates, and the instant we wei^ aloiie, she asked 
me with a hysterical whimiier, if 1 really thought tlicy 
would hang Richard. 

‘There cannot l>e two opinions about it,* I promptly 
replied, desirous of deepening the in\i)ressu>ri made 
Ujpon heri ‘In fact, morally spealcing, I Iwjk upon 
hull as half-hanged already.* 

^ — — . 1 ^ — 
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I ‘ Oh dear I oh dear 1* sobbed the 
I for ^mercy’s sake, is to be done? Suppose,’ s^e added 
/ hesitatingly — ‘ suppose IVichard to be wimiig^ would j 
/ lie, do you think, be allowed to turn king’s eviden<se ? ’ I 
‘jpfe Know'S, then, who the rascals in chief arc, ■where 

I they are io he found, and* 

‘ I did not say that,* she hastily interrupted. ‘I did ^ 
not say that: I only meant supposii^vie-mtippose • ' 
Richard* ‘ 

‘Qh, never mind supposing ! — don’t think to l>am- 
boozle me with supposes 1’ I sharply rejointd. ‘Per- 
suade your husband to make a clean breast of it 
whilst there is yet time— if indeed' it iiofc- already 
too late,* I mlded, as the door, of this ' jUstjce-iioom 
opened, and the prisoners, handcuffed and strongly 
guarded, came out— ‘ for both he and his companions 
are, I supiwse, fully comimittcMi for trial.’ 

The wife screamed violently at the sight of her 
raanaeded husband — a youngish, meek -faced chap, 
looking as if butter would scarcely melt in his mouth 
— ^and endeavoiirtni to embrace him, but was roughly 
pushed back by the constables. Tlie examination, X 
found, had been adjourned till the next day, when the 
prisoners would bo again brouglit up for the formal 
completion of the depositions. 

Mrs Wliite again approached me, as, after a few 
minutes’ ctmference tvitli the magistrates, I was leaving 
the place. She was yet paler than before, but had 
ceased whimpering ; and tliero was a feverish liglit in 
her eyes which 1 thought indi(?ated that she liad taken 
a resolution, though seemingly a painful one. 

* I ■worked, sir, as you arc aware, many 5'^ears for 
Miss Wameford before I married,* began the wmman ; 

‘ and as slic knows me to be honest aiid trustworthy, 

I thought perhaps you might be willing to l»elx> us 
througli this trouble?’ 

‘ There is nothing like helping one’s self, Mrs '\yiiito, 
depend upon it,’ I answered, ‘in this as.invey^ry 
other trouble. Your husband can steer clear 
gallows without my assistance.’ . ' v 

‘ Are you sure, sir, that if Richard could jxjint puf ' , 
■vi'hcrc the men who shot Batley and Norton are: ta;;tfe" 
found, he would himself get clear ? ’ v ' ^ 

‘There cannot be a doubt about it, and pocket tlie 
reward into the bargain.* 

‘ No — no. God forbid I We ’ll ha ve no reward— no 
blood-money ! * she added with ii shuddering whisper ; 
‘not if it was the Indies of gold! We’ll sell all, and 
leave this part of the country. When can I see Riahard? ’ 
she resumed .after a brief silenc.© — ‘ see him alone, aw’ay 
from the evil ctompaniohs who have brought this shame 
upon him. I can iwrsuade him, I know', to save his 
own IJfe and mine.’ Without further preface I con- 
ducted lier to the solicitor for the prosctMition, and it 
was airangif^l that she should have an interview witJi 
her husband early on the following morning previous 
to the final examination of the prisoners. 

1 was early in attendanc^e at the tcmiwrarj^ court- 
house the next day, where I found Mrs WHiite sitting 
alone in a small ting-room in a state of fevered yet 
dumb anxiety and fear. It ■svas nlrondy whispered 
that her husliand wrts to Iks admitted evidence for the 
crown, and the wife had sought the concealment and 
refuge of the anteroom from the scowling looks and 
muttered tJireats of the numerous groups of jicoplc 
waiting outshle for the apix'anmce of the prisoners. 

It w'as clear to mo that she herself waveml in pur-, 
pose and resolution, and, but for tlie belief instilled 
into her that there was hO other mode of saving her 
husband from the gallows, would at once have re- 
tracteti the 8olieitation& to which it was understood 
he had reluctantly yielSed. The moral code of the 
amphibious inhabitants of tbe co;ist dkl not, it iniwt lie 
borne in mind, affix any very deep stain U|^ tlie . act 
of shooting tlio two seamen. It ^ne,- ^ 
to them; in hot blood and self-disfeime, 
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be rejafttjtW for tho Victims’ so3i©, “was hy Po means to 
be looked lippn in-tlie light of a coriinion or deliberate 
nmrder. This state Of opimon of course branded the 
expected l)ctrayel of his coinradcs by Hidmrd Wliite as 
a dastardly crime of the blackest dye; and^^hen ho 
was brought up, 'a ycU of exocration burst forth which 
completely unnerved him, and I greatly feared that the 
necessary disclosui'es would not bo made. As he was 
passing the door of the waiting-room where his wife sat 
cowering with shame and terror, he stepped eagerly 
towards ker, seized her almost fiercely by the liands, 
and exclaimed in a shaking voice; ‘I cannot do it, 
Martha-— I can’t, and I wun’t.’ The iioor woman burst 
into tea^s, and witli a choking voice, as she dung round 
his neck, urged him, though falteringly, to savp^ his 
own life — hers — that of their child. The plciidings 
Of the wife and mother were again successful — the ' 
more easily, perhaps, that the bootings of the mob liad 
ceased^ or at all events could not ho-ard where he 
then stood, Tlic prisoner was immediately conducted 
Iwfore the magistrates, and I went in at the same time. 
The chairman briefly assured liim that if he should be 
the means of bringing the men who actually slew Butley 
and Norton to justice, there could he no doubt the 
king’s pardon would he extended to him. White 
trembled very much while thus addressed, and Ids 
changing countenance plainly sliew*<?d how violent were 
the conflicting impulses by which he was altcntately 
swayed and dominated. At last he spfike. hut the first 
faint, husky worrls were interrupted by the vehement 
yet indistinct cry of a woman ; and then liis wife burst 
into the room, wildly exclaiming : * No, no, Richard — 
don’t — not a word, for God’s sake — not a word ! ’ The 
apparently frantic woman, before any one could inter- 
fere, reached, threw her arms round licr husband, and 
whispered something, with rapid and smothered accents, 
in his ear, whicli it was immediately plain would de- 
prive us of our witness. The woman’s inflanjed, disor- 
dered aspect >vas perfectly maniacal; and the moment 
she saw that White comprehended her meaning, away 
she flew out of the room with tlie same wild hurry she 
had exhibited on entering. The sudclenness of the thing 
took everybody completely by surprise, and excused the 
fault of tlie constables in permitting her to approach 
the prisoner. After the lapse of a lew minutes White 
was again asked if he liad any statement to make : 

‘ Only,’ he doggedly answxTcd, * what I’ve said atom— 
that I am innocent of the sailors l)eiug shot, and mortal 
sorry for it too ! ’ Nothing further could he got out of 
him. The angry and menacing warning of tlie chair- 
man produced no impression ; and findhig both threats 
and expostulations useless, White was finally committed 
w'ilh the other prisoners, to take their trials at the 
Hampshire assize on the cjliarge of wilful murder. The 
w'oman’s extraordinary bcliavicur liad been caused, 

I it was pbnjecturcd, by a communication made to her 
by a it minute or two after her husband 

liad gone into the justice-room. She had instantly, on 
leaving tile court-house, taken boat for Ilythe. 

Weeks -wore away, and the month of January Intel 
atrived without bringing any additional fact to light 
in connection with the aifair. In the meantime I liad 
been zealous and active in my vocation, but although 
tolerably successful, not nearly so much so as I eon- 
Ceived the many sources of imvate information I had 
In various ways contrived to obtain, the carefully 
arranged knd boldly-executed schema I hail devised^ 
and the perseveranee with which I followed them up, 
entitled me tjp The smuggRng fratci-nity proved 

keener hand^ i^ jndged them to 1^, not unfre- 
quently of my sails when 

upon the at the 

very vK ai^sured sue- ; 

: paiet2»ting;:'«iy' 

whem j^ist 0^ eve of fiilfilment, gave rise to . ■ 
nunihcrleas haiy euspkdous -whicl) 1 w-ji». exe^iiigly* 


anxious to clear up, and it was not long before a very 
unexpected and remarkable opportmtity of doing so 
occurred. 

I was fond of wild r fowl shooting, and occasionally 
used to amuse myself with a duck-gun upon the South- 
ampton Water, chiefly off Marchwood and Millbrook, 
up towards Redbridge, where tolerable sport was fre- 
quently to be found. One afternoon, when thns engaged, 
aecompanied by one of the cutter’s crow, in a small 
liired boat, It suddenly canic on about half-past tlircc 
to snow fu^fiously. I had gone rather high up tlio river, 
and .as the tide was flowing, the pull hack to Sonth- 
ainptlJn in such bitter and blinding wcallwT was an 
unpleasant and laborious one. 1 took an oar just to 
keep myself from freezing, and we had reached off 
Cracknor Hard, near Marchwood, when I caught sight 
of a large bo.at, whose cdiaraeter and present occupation 
could not be mistaken. She was about to creep up, 
as it is called, a number of tubs sunk there under 
adverse circumstances perhaps, or in order to their 
being fished up and sceiiml at the first favourable 
opportunity. Tliore could be no doubt with respect 
to the business in h.and, as I could <listiru!tly see two 
men, about two hundred yards apart on the shore, 
waving their arms to ahnpe the boat’s course to 
the exact spot where tlic tubs had been deposited. 
The mode by whicli the contraband confederacy 
manage to pbuio a procisci and —the great point — 
an invMfe mark, where a boat or larger vessel may 
find it prudent to sink her cargo, is simple and inge- 
nious cnongh : two persons on shore, standing two or 
tliK*e hundred yards apart — the boat or vessel being 
about midway between them — first carefully mark the 
places on which they KStand, and then (?ach of them 
notes the objiHJt on the opposites shore in lino with the 
boat and himself. It is obvious that the two men liave 
but to stand again in the same places, and wave the 
boat into line with the distant object — to the point, in 
fiK^t, w’hore the line of sight of both moot and cross, and 
[ the cxat:t spot will he .ascertained ami roacdied. If 
there Iw no opposite sliore or distant fixed objects, the 
operation is mom difficult and uncertain, but to clever 
.and practised linnds a star will suffice. Tliis process 
in trigonometry was now going on ; and considoring | 
that we were near the shortvand almost within call of | 
assist.incc— that there were but five men in the boat, all ■ 
])robably unarmed, wJiilst we had ft loa«led dnek-guu ! 
and a pair of double-barrel UmI pistols, wliich tin; fre- i 
quently sudden exigencies of the service liad taught me ; 
never to )>e witliout — and that, moreover, tlie Nelson 1 
school, in vvhicii I ha<l graduated instructed its pupils ! 
not to count adverse odds too curiously, X determined j 
to make one muongst them — two, rather, if the man i 
with me, who had only about ,a couple of nmntlia pre- i 
viously entered on boat^ the A’osfT, .should prove wortli j 
anytliing, as of cmirso 1 supposed be would. i 

Our two oars were at once unshipped j and first order- ! 
hig the man to take the gun and lie close in the how of j 
the boat^ 1 seated myself at the stern, and sculled j 
quietly stein on towards the smuggler; The atmosphere • 
was so thick with the d riving snow and fast-falling dark- | 
ness, and we glided so noiselessly tlirongli the neater, | 
tluit I nothing doubted of closing unobserved with | 
the busy and preoccupied smuggler, when that rascal j 
Eawlmj^ jumped jmddenly to his feet, exclaiming in a ' 
loud voice; ‘ They have mizzled, sir ; let me help pull !' 
and then seizing an oar without waiting for a rejily, ; 
he made a circle with it through the air, and let it fall | 
hcaviiy into the TOW -lock. Sure cnongli they saw us 
plainly enough now, and were off in a crack, and at a 
speed which reiidercjd pursuit both hopeless and absurd, 
iiawlings, unable to face me, kept his eyes fixed in the | 
direction of the smuggler; and upon ndlcction I was 
xzUier glad he did so, as mj first impulsive movement^ 
iw^tth the half-fonned intention of throwing him over- 
ikiard, had thereby, I tlionglit, escaped his notice. A i 
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few moments f<jstorcd my habitual self-rc^straint, and 1 
said as calmly os I could : V'Jhey are off indeed, and 
it is quite useless strivinpf to overtake them. Do you 
take both oars, and pull as quickly as you can tq the 
near steps of Southami^ton quay.* He did so, and 1 
presently betliought mo of discliarging the gun, since 
there was no longer thejchance of a shot cither at ducks 
or smugglers. It happened, I could not conceive how, 
that the mouth of the barrel had become choked wdth 
snow, and it consequently burst, about twelve inchgs 
down, scattering the fragments in all directions. I was 
unhurt, but Kawlings uttered a sliari> cry of pain, 
drojiped the oars, and clapped his hands to his forchead. 
A jagged piece of iron liad struck him there, and the 
wound, though I could see not at all a serious one, bled 
profusely. Ho either was,’ however, or pretended to be 
in great pmu, and I detexTuined on landing at Crack-* 
nor Hard, and getting the hurt, looked to. This 
done. A Marchwood iiroctitioner examined the wound, 
stanched the hemorrhages and jestingly remarking 
how fortunate it was the iron had struck so slightly- 
suseeptiblc a part as the head, pronounced the uijury 
to be iiiiimportaiit. This opinion the man did not at 
all coincide w ith. He still appeared to suffer greatly, 
and I agreed that lie sliould sleep at the public-house 
— the only one there — for that night at all events, 
and if not quite restored, the next also ; but to report 
himself on board on the day following at the latest. 
This arrangement effected, I w^alked to Hythc, and 
tlu?re took boat for Die Hose, then lying alamt three 
inilcR fiirther down the river, very uarneslly employed 
I the while in running up various trifling matters pre- 
1 viously logged against EawUiigs to a certainly signi- 
j ficunt" though still perplexing sum-total. Tlicre was, 
i however, T did not doulit, a good time corning, and that 
: I dcteriniried patiently and very watchfully to await. 

I had arranged to dine the next day and spend the 
evening with my sister and a few friends ; and aceonl- 
ingly, at about three o’clock in the afternoon, I arrived 
at Tear -Tree Green. Important news aw'aiied me. 
Mrs White had been there in a state of grc?at agitation, 

; to request that I would cross over to llythc as soon 
! as it was dusk, Avliere, on landing, I should be met 
I by a girl in a red shawl, wdio would conduct me to 
lier. It -was necessary, slic left^W'ord, that I sliould be 
alone, and not in niiiforin, but well armed ; and that 
it would he advisable a strong party of tlic ciitter*B 
i men sliould be ordered to lie within liail off the Hythc 
; landing-place. Fortunately the boat w hich had brought 
I me to Itchen had not yet proceeded on its return, and 
I I immediately sent for the coxswain, Tom Sawley, a 
' man in whom I hail entire confidenec, and gave him 
! directions in accordance with Mrs White's suggestions, 
j I then swallowed a hasty dinner, changed my dress, 
crossed over the feny, and it being quite dark wheit I 
1 reached the Southampton Quay, at once cmbtirked in a 
i wdierry for Hythc. A girl in a red shawl w’^as, I found, 
w'aiting on the Hard^ and the instant I hod lauded, 
she walked smartly away. I followoil, and she led 
on in the direction of Fawley. We had left the village 
about half a mile behind us, wdien the girl gradually 
checked her liithcrto riipid pace till I had come up 
within speaking or rather hearing distance. She then, 
still continuing her w^alk, and without looking round, 
said: ‘That whitewashed cottage yonder on the right, 
Captain Worneford, is the place where Mrs White 
expects you. Take no notice of me, and Valk in with- 
out knocking. There may be people watching ns now.* 
The cottage pointed out was about a couple of hundred 
yards ahead, and there was no other habitation that I 
could see near it. I walketV on as the girl directed, 
lifted the latch, aixd there, sure enougli, stood Mrs 
White alone, as pale as a spectre, and shaking wdth 
nervous agitation. It w'as a wretebed place, with a clay- 
floox', and the only articles of furniture visible in tlxe 
dull light of a penny candle were a crazy three-claw'cd 


round table, tw o broken rush-bottomM bhairs, and a 
rusty iron fender and poker. This was noty be it under- 
stood, Mrs White’s home. 

‘ Noifji-tlien, Mrs White,* T said after a brief recog- 
nition, ‘ Dear a hand, if you please, with wluitever 
dommunication yOu intend to favour me With. I trust 
also,’ I added, finding she did not ausw^er so quickly as, 
in iny im^tience, I thought .she ought to have done, 

* that you will keep this lime a steady, straiglitfoiward 
course, and not suddenly double and run off when least 
expected to do so. Yon know wha t I mean V 

‘I do; and presently I will tell you why I acted so 
strangel 3 ^ I liave now to inform you that the men 
who are believed to have killed Batky and Norton are 
w’ithin two miles of this spot. They are four — though 
one, Tom Etheridge, need care little now for earthly 
kings or justices. He is dying, if not already dearl. 
They w^er© all w'ouiided by pistol-sliots. 'J'liree have 
been for some time recovered, and to-morrow niglit 
I they quit the Forest, J think, for the AVeish coast, if 
you permit them to do so.* 

‘ If it depend on me, my good wmmaii, you may be sure 
that Winchester, not Wales, will be their destination.’ 

‘ One of the cutter’s men, Sam Kawdings, is a con- 
federate of the smugglers.’ 

‘By Jni>itei*, I have thought so!’ I interrupted. 

‘ The impudent riiscal ! But never mind, go ahead.’ 

* Tlie boat which he risked a good deal yesterday, he 
says, to prevent falling into your hands, is that in 
w'hich they propose to take their departure, Ihiwlings 
with them, who is determined not to trust himself again 
on the deck of tlie AW.* 

‘ He is right : hut go on — Avho are the otliers ? ’ 

‘ The ciiief of them is Daniel Squibb : you must have 
licard of him.’ 

‘Frequently, and alvv.ays as a liardened, reckless 
ruffiiiii with whom the trade of smuggling is but an 
occasional, and, compared witii otlier.s be indulges in, a 
rcspeidable occupation.* 

‘ That,’ said the w^oinan in a low' voice and wdth a 
Ijcrceptiblc shudder, ‘is, I believe, quite true. The 
others, besides Etheridge, ai*e Harry Withers and 
William Stokes. You must also know’ them by name 
at least.* 

‘ I do. And now what is to hinder us from summon- 
ing the men, wdio no doubt by this time arc off the 
Hard, and securing the fellows— but two miles distant 
you say — at Once ? * 

♦ ‘ That cannot be,* promptly rt^oined the w'oman in a 
peremptory tone. ‘ That eanuot he, Lieutenant Wamc- 
ford. You must first meet those desperate men alone.’ 

‘ Alone ! You must have lost your senses to propose 
such a thing ! ’ 

* It would be no wonder if I had,’ slio sadly replied ; 

‘ and I have no doubt that 1 shall do so if you fail mo. 

I cannot think you will : you are known to u daring 
man, and in a close hand -|o- hand struggle must, 1 
should think, from sheer personal strength, as well as 
frequent pratdice, be more than a match for any ruffian, 
however powerful.' 

This very comiilimentary si>eeeh took me Ihorbuglily 
aback. ‘ Why, wliat the deuce, Mrs Wjjite,’ I cried, 

* are you talking about ? I am not certainly so likely 
to faint at the click of a pistol-lock or the flash of a 
cutlass as a school-girl ; still I have by iio niean.s the 
enthusiastic love for close hand-to-hand encounters 
with desperate men which you apiiear to BUi>pose,' 

‘ I will explain,* said the agitated woman, ‘ us briefly 
as I can. You must recollect my little boy — you have 
frequently seen him at Miss Wameford's ? ’ 

^ Ay— a little rosy-cheeked fellow, four or five years ; 
'of age.* . . 

* Yes,* ejaculated the mother with a spasnmdlq cry 

of grief. ‘He, tlie light, and joy, and hpi^ , 
lias been taken from me * 

, .■'■■Bead!* . ■■■ ■ .] 
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' : worse-i&r, ■vraiMe i fisari bUt tlwt 1 

. :btuftt.in you. Y ou tomeoiber naortiing my husband 

ywas' to havo told thp ma^^tpatea where the men whose 
: naihies I^hAvo b(? found?* - 

‘ To be sure Tdq, and the fool's trick you ciuSsed him 
to play U8 and hto 

< It was ho fault of mine. The rumour that llichard 
intended to turn km)^*s evidence was — how 1 know not 
—in everybody’s mouth hours before he had promised 
me to do So.;,; A minute after my huslmnd entered 
the jilBtiop room with you, a man came to me and 
whispered that my cliild hatlheen secui'cd as a hostage, 
and was at tliat moment in Squibb’s power, who had 
sworn to kill lilm should tlm hiding-place of the rufoans 
be discovered tlirough iny Imsband’s or any otlmr 
I)orson’8 information. The vhlain would, I knew^ keep 
hia dreadful word were he certmn of being hacked 
in pieces tlie next moment for doing so. I hastened 
home in a state almost of frenzy, to find the terrible 
statement triic. The child had been wiled away, no 
one 1 dared question knew by whom, or how, or when. 
He is still in Daniel Squibb’s power, and should they 
be attacked, tlie first victim w'ould, I W'oll know, be 
my child. I liave since ministered to their necessities 
like a slave, iu the hoi>t* that when they left the place 
foy boy would he restored. Yesterday I was told by 
Squibb liimsclf that ho should, for fear of accidents, 
talc© the child away with them; and if he does,’ 
Axclahned the unfortunate creature witli a wild bitter- 
ness of grief; *1 should never see lilm more — inevea*, 

I cxcejjt perhaps at the hulks, or the gidlows, for wdiicli 
he w'ould be fitly trained. Save me, Lieutenant Warne- 
■ ford,’ cried tbe tViuiiic woman as she fell on her knees i 
and strove to grasp mine — ‘ save mo from that living 
death: my boy from the horrible fate which must else 
overtake Idim You Inive faced death a hundred times 
•for mere honour’s sjike, and will you now shrink back 
when humanity, compassion, generosity, pleading for a i 
hisdpless^ brokenhearted womiiii— for the liienaced life, | 

more, the menaced soul, of iiu innocent child — 
implore your help ? * 

; This was certainly a very delightful prediciimeufc to 
find one’s self suddenly and iinexpeetodly placed in, 
and I nm.st say that 1 W'as quite as much puzzled and 
confounded as Cxcited and distressed. Here was a 
little woman, certainly somewlmt, and yet nv^c much 
above her class, all at once endowed witli, and breaking 
into a strain of pjithetic and reproachful eloquence for 
my cspedal benefit; and for the benevolent pnrpcmcv 
as it seemed— -for I as yet hardly comprehended what 
she Was cxMdly dri ving at— rof inducing me to sacrifice 
my own life iu order to aflprd licr a chance, and a poor 
one, of saving her son’s ! 

Still the woman’s agony of grief alieeted me, and I 
said as I raised her up: ‘If you can shew me, Mrs 
White^ riiat there is a fair chance of success, it will be 
imother matte^^ What is it you propose ? ’ 

^ This!* she answered with great readiness, ^The 
I girl you saw will go for the men. The mstant they 
airrive you, I, and they will set out togcther.v Tim 
sailors must stop ut a S[K>t within about three-quarters 
\Qf a mile of Bquibb’s and his companions’ hiding-place. 
You and 1 wml go on. 1. shall enter the place with a 
message from Itaw' lings, W'hpih I saw about th^e hours 
ago. They are without any light at nights ; I can secretly 
introduce you into the buihUng, and place you in con- 
cealnient close to ISquibb and the child. I will then yeturn 
for tbe foea. We will approaches silently and swiftly 
as ipbssib^^^ near you will iieair this,' She 

Whistled >It is their private 

aild kl^ia them'. Wlicn the., rush : ^ 

takes ! to smze and slay 

the cinld ; but a man like you will 

jSe able td bo^, even against all tljreb 

-ahort' time that': 'will ^ ■: 
.'itheyva^- epmplbfoiy: 'oyerpowei^' ' 


‘Upon my worii, Mrs White,* I said, ‘you have 
sketched a very pretty play, which X have no doubt 
would go off to tlie entire satitfaetlon of eveiyhody 
except the person you propose honouring with the 
principal part. Why not let the se'amen approach, in 
the first instance, within call of the fellows’ hi«iing-hole? 
That would greatly diminish the risk.* . 

‘That would never do,’ she soul ; ‘ they would certainly 
- be discovered, and the cliild vrould be at once massacred 
out of revenge.* In short, slie had such a multiplicity 
of replies to all I could m*ge against tlie scheme, and 
was so vehement in her entreaties, that seeing that it 
was libt an altogether desperate undertaking, and re- 
membering how anxious tlie gentry at headquarters 
were to .secure the slayers of the two seamen, which 
object could not be accomplished without Mrs Wliito’s 
‘’aid, I at last agreed to try the venture. 

‘You give me your wonl of honour as a gentleman,* 
said Mrs White, ‘that after I have shewn you where 
to find Squibb and his comrades you will not attack 
them in any other mode tliim that upon which we have 
agreed ? * I gave tlie required pledge ; the girl in the red 
shawl, fhmishetl with the necessary credentials, stsirted 
otFto summon the men ; and the instant they arrived we 
nuide silently, in a zig-zag direction, towards Eawley, 
keeping ourselves as much as jKissiblc ivithin the sliudo 
of the forest trees. After about twenty minutes’ march 
the men were halted, aud Mrs White and 1 proceeded 
alone. 

She stopped as wo wore about to emerge into a more 
open pJirt of the forest, ‘l^ok there!’ she whispered. 
‘You see the farm building in tl )0 direirtion of tJie light 
beyond?* I nodded assent. ‘It is there the men you 
seek are sheltered. The farmer to whom it belongs,* 
added the woman with a meaning .smile, ‘has nevei' 
been near it since Squibb happened to find the key in 
the outer-door, and no one would think of suspecting 
BO very respectable a man of harbouring smnggk'i.'. 
Now, Lieutenant Warneford,’ she continued with grojit 
scriou.mess of manner, ‘ attend to what I say. Tlicre 
is a niiin always looking out from an upper loft. You 
see the hedge on tho right: crawl along tlie further 
side of it, and make cautiously for t)io guble-ond of the 
building. There is a small door tliero which I- will 
gtmtly open. A few feet within there is a ladder lead- 
ing to the place where the men lie, bnt you will ]»e 
concealed from them by a Jiiimber of tru.ssis of liay 
mid straw : the seamen must ru.sh in at the iai’ge gates, 
of whicli 1 have got a duplicate key.’ 

IJaviiig thus sjiokeij Mis White moved swiftly off, 
Icav'ing me, I must confesa, in no very enviable state of 
mind. Her scheme, ugly enough at first view, did any 
tluug but improve upon more intimate acquaintance, : 
and I had half a mind not to proceed further with it. j 
There were, it seemed, /our sturdy ruffians, including ; 
the look-out — ^now for the first time heard of— to i 
contend wdth ; and should I be discovered before the j 
arrival of the seamen, the result could scarcely bo pro- j 
blematicul. Nevertheless, sustained by tlio professional 
contempt of danger iu wlfieU 1 had been rearwl, the 
knowiedgo that 1 possessed remarkable L^kill with tlio 
pistol, and the rocollection of rininy perhaps greater 
perils successfully overcome, I ven lured on, imd iu 
about ten minutes found myself close by the door at 
the guble-end. Bo far all was well. 1 could hear a 
confused murmur of voices within, but notliing dis- 
; tiiictly. At last the door gently optuieil, and Mrs 
. White , appeared at the aiicrturc, She was, I saw, 
ghastly pale and treinbliijg with terror now the mo- 
ment of trial had come, bravely as she before talked 
of the business. Her finger was on her lip, and sim 
motioned mo to go in. I did so as softly as if I luul 
lieeii treading on eggs. The door closed beliiud me, 
and it was black as the iusido of a tar-ban'oh In 
a few moments my eyes became better accustomed 
to the darkness, ocul j^rceiving the iudder-^a weak, 



Blight affair — I pliused my right foot softly upon one 
of the lower rungs, '^hich, the instant iny weight was 
fairly upon it, snapped short in the middle with a 
loud crock. ‘ What’S that?’ cried one of the fellows 
ill a fierce voice, apparently a few inches only over- 
head. * It *8 me,’ promptly replied Mrs White, who 
was standing just without the door, listening in terri- 
fied silence. * Do you want mo ?’ * Not I,’ returned 
the surly savage ; ‘ only mind you don’t forget— for I 
don’t like your looks, as I told you— that .upon the 
first alarm I’ll blow this young un’s head hfi' as sure 
as my name is Daniel Squibb. I say,’ ho again 
Ciilled out after a few. moments’ silence, ^ what time 
did you say Sam ItawUngs would be here ? ’ 

* About tpn o’clock he said,* answered JMrs Wliite. 
A grunt of satisfaction was the only rejily. The door 
again closed, and I, with better fortune than before,* 
noiselessly ascended the crazy ladder. A small comer 
of the floor, I found on reaching it, was partitioned off 
from tlie rest, as Mrs Wliite had stated, by trusses of 
liay and straw, behind which I (Tawkni, and after a 
, while contrived to get a view of the amiable party to 
whom I found myself in such dangerous proximity. 
The moon sljone brilliantly in upon them, and I could 
see their features distinctly. They were all dressed 
and farmed with pistols stuck in their waist-belts. 

great brawny figurCs of Daniel Squibb Was 
stretched upon a heap of straw, covered by some dirty 
blanketing, and by his side lay a young rliild — fast 
asleep, 1 thought, judging by the natural ease and 
grace of Ids reoliidiig posture. Two otliers, Stokes and 
AVithers, were sitting half up in similar beds, and 
farther on lay a fuurtli. It required hut ono look at 
the white, rigid, iiiiichcd features, and open blindly- 
staring eyes, to recognise it as the recently-deceased, 
untended' corpse of Etheridge, whom I had frequently 
s(^on. Excepting frequent pulls at the black bottles, 
one of wliich stood by tlie side of each of the living 
men, "there was nothing done or said for some time. 
At last Squibb, happening to look in tlm clireetion of 
tlie dead body, said with a half shudder: ‘ Throw a 
blanket over tlie face, Harry ; it ain’t pleasant to look 
upon, ’specially just now.’ 

‘ B ’s a good thing tlumgh,’ resumed Squibb, after 
another suck at the brandy bottle — ‘ it’s a good thing 
he ’s gone. We can be off now without any fear of 
leaving liiui to pe:ich upon us. But ibr that we might 
have luizzbHl two or tliree weeks ago.’ 

‘Ay, Matey,’ replied Withers, ‘that’s true, but I 
misdoubt Mother AVtiLte.’ 

‘ So do 1 ; but this young fellow here will keep her 
within bounds. She don’t seem to have any notion 
tliat we are ofl' to-night.’ 

‘ I don’t til ink,’ said Withers ; and tlie trio rola^^ed 
into silence, broken only by the /;/«// glug of the liquor 
they swallow^ed, as it glided out of the necks of the 
liottles down their seasoned and unslakable throats. 

Mrs Wliite expected to return with the men in about 
half an hour ; but that time had long past, and still 
they came not. I wjib liocoming fbverishly impatient, 
when the signal -whistle was heard, instantly replied to 
by the look-out in tlie loft above. 

‘ Who can this be?’ said Squibb. ‘It’s not time for 
Ilawiings yet, according to Mrs AVliite.’ 

The three follows rose and listened anxiously, and 
I observeil Squibb take a pistol from his belt and 
cock it. 

Tlie look-out man now mado hie appearance. /It’s 
only Itawliugs,' he said. 

‘ All right t ’ echoed i^uibb, evidently greatly i*elieved, 
and returning the pistol to its place. 

l^resently i heard footsteps approaching by the way. 
I had entereil. 'I'be only tiung appareiitly now to be 1 
done w'as to soil iny life as dearly as I could, and I 
coliected myself hi tlie dark corner where I was shrouded : 
ibr that purpose. Tlie new-comer stepped briskly up ; | 


and without pausing to look round, inade m 
the hay and straw to his friends. ^ * 

‘You ace early, Sam,’ remarked Sqtibb; ‘ White’s 
wife said jrou would not he here till ton o’dOek.* 

‘I wasn’t going to tell her exactly when I was 
coming or we vrere going.’ 

‘ All right I ’ interjected* Squibb with an approving 
nod. 

‘Dick Hessel’s Ixi^twill bo off Luttrell’s Folly at 
twelve o’clock to-niglit precisely,’ added Mr liawlings, 
‘Tliaj’s cax>ital, Sam I* replied the chief o^the gang, 

‘ And you, I suppose, moan to shove off with us ? ’ 

‘ That I do indeed. The skipper smells a rat, and 1 
shall be brougbt up with a round turn 'when least 
expected or desired if I don’t make myself scarce, now 
I have an opjiortumty.* 

‘ I shouUl like to catch that Mr Warnefonl,* siijd 
Squibb with a hitter, veneinous accent, and his blood- 
shot eyes, inflamed with drink, sparkled with deadly 
ferocity — ‘ I should liUe to catch that fellow Avitliin a . 
couple or so of yards of this little barker* — and he 
again drew forth and lloiirished a long ]nstol-*-«‘ some 
fine night with nobody but ‘ ourselves w’ithin sight or 
hearing, and if I didn’t drill a neat liole Ihrongh his 
canister, it would he a jiity, that ’s all.' The other 
fellows savagely coincided in Squibb’s pleasant aspira- 
tion. 

‘ It was a bold stroke entering on board the /^ose,’ 
continued Kawlings ; ‘ but it’s getting much too risky 

now, so tliat Hollo ! — who’s that, I wondof ?’ 

It was a repetition of the signal- whistle, and, judging 
by l3io tremulous weakness with which it was given, I 
guessed by whom. The five fellows — for the look-out 
had not returned to his iicrch — became rigid and 
breathless with eager attention. The whistling was 
reiioatcd. ‘That’s Martha White,’ said Squibb: ‘what 
but mischief can bring her hero again?’* He then 
grasped the little boy, wlio bad been for some time 
awake, witli fierce violence by the hair. ‘Dare to 
whimper,’ he said in low, deadly tones, ‘or breathe 
louder than usual — only dare ! ’ 

‘Lend me a back,’ sdid one of the fellows, ‘that I 
i may locik out at the window.’ 

^ ‘ Hark I ' cried Squibb. ‘ I’here is some one unlock- 

ing the front gate. AVho should tliat be ? Look over 
the stairs, Stokes — quick ! quick ! By all the devils, 
if it be, as 1 suspect, 1 will blow this imii’s brains out 
whatever be the consequence — quick!’ and the ruth- 
less savage held the muzzle of tlio pistol within six 
inches of the head of the boy, who seemed, dumb with 
torrtir. 

I hesitated for a moment how to act. To shew my- 
self, and rush upon the scoumlrcl, would in all proba- 
bility precipitate the child’s fate, Squibb now being at 
a distance of four or five yards from me. Adopting 
another expedient, in full reliance upon my oft-tried 
skill and eoohiess, I took deliberate aim at the rufilaii’s 
head, steadying my ami upon a haytniss, and waiting 
only to be sure as to wdio the new-comers were. 

*Wlio is it?* again fiercely demanded Sqiubb, 

‘ Sjieak, will you ? ’ ’ ^ 

‘ Betrayed r shrieked Stokes. ‘ The coast-guard are 
upon us!’ 

, As the first syllable left the man’s lips I fired. The 
report was followed by a frightful yell from Squibb. 
The bullet hail struck his right jaw and broken it. 
He whirled round with the sudden agony, and the 
pistol iu his hand drojiped harmieasly on the floor. 
The next moment all was uproar, confusion, anddisr 
may— the Joud shouts of the sailors, the ftenzied sciretof ; 
of the wwiian, and the nihledictioiis of the smuggfors, 
who, after a vjun show of resistance, essaye^l to 
by tlio way I, had entered, mingling in deaf^fog uproar 
and eonfUsibn. They were all secjured e*(iept Eitw- 
lings, who contrived to escape ; and very luckUy for 
him that he did so^ or unqudBtionably the reward :^r 




r Sir 

hugged hwchitcl, so fortunately w;scu<i<l,^itU ^ I i&a never heard that such a place exist^. I was 

sl4 passion; while ihwfocreiitty pounng Jorfli 30 / and ^ over the hill, when a sudden turn m the hy- 

tl.anWv|nr^ - ' ’ 


^^Ttr sU L,. waves 


imd /i>r flOmp/ii« totlij^JittJe waves uaw^uu vssv. ^ .. 

■^Squibhf smteh^^ ^otlieT ihroudr ^ added new beauties ^ 

/ittie waVe caugJiU^^^^ // 

diateiy its tutn, aiul then hastenea un into the deeper s i t (( 

frumod iniin, but he was so ^ 1^ to beyond, Adeldhif? the ffilded passage to another, wlueh 

«iUn^ and^^t .v™un^^^^ SlrtHTssed hy, it n..Ul «.e a moral les«m 


it n.Ul me a moral lessim on the 

b,mtle was>yer,he WM piv^rly^^^^^ 


3 brightest of eaxthiy honours. 



capital . j\f thf^m suueruu wutmeta LtJVM.***.., — — - . - - 

“^SlnTrf tliohw *They were all, however, transpo^ and under their shadow stood a group of picturesque 
— thiw forUfc, »"d theothers for varying terms. Wwte cottages, with all the usual adjuncts of labourers nesting 
and family removed, I believe, to l^radon. rhey ^t their doors, surroundedhytheir children—cows as- 
"nevet clidmed the reward. sembled for milking, &c. &c. It was quite n Gams- 

■ ' •' — — ^ borough scene. Above the little orchard which flanked 

w A Mm FS IN SEARCH OE WUdJ-ELOWERS. the cottages lay a sort of petty torn, overhung hy heaii- 

RAMBLEb IN B ^ a,i.inr1 ti1m«! tifUl tfecs. I found, on a nearer view, tliat tins was in 

X BEAsiisa July day, wliveh m many an “ P ^ merely the brook widened, and forming a milldam. 

wouM have been far UKi hot to admit aS «,e edges of which wild-flowers ha.l congre- 

whiehwai rendered delightful by the 3, apjoi^ntly undisturbed for ages. Eroni this 

ehco of tlic sea-hreese, was that wha* ^ dam Aowld the brook whose course I liad been follow- 

avlcWoftho bogsintlmirsummer W village of Bud- 

the said sea-breeze had wonderful ■ » Salterton; eveutually joined the sea just opposite 

tlieheat of the atmosphere. J mTcotrage. Wluitatreiureisaelear-flowinghrook! 
siaV during the early hours of tte l4n its little spring^, where the peasant Alls his 

on my expedition until Gamble would lie water-can, or waters his flock, on it flows over rock, 

consideTed thkt the pleasure of my v,.u ♦« take boc or plain, through wood and wild, to the fair moa- 
eidianccd if i Indulge^ iS l JSve d^ws? wS becoum fairer from its reviving presence, 

me tt. the scene of acUon so that ^ ^ „,vbour for the 

there fogged and heated by “ ^ the speckled trout and other fish, whieh tempts the angler 

and thereby in ^ ttc t^uws rf to linger beneath those noble oaks and elms which 

serions attack which T moditoUd o , . ^ witli grace its border j and then It rijiifles in a slow shallow 
the bog. Behold me, then, “J ^ the pebbles and stones which ohstmg its 

my^botsnicsl ca. foiling 1 pleasant and safe plai. foE thi^cot- 

and niy donkey-boy arni<yl vitn ^ ^ children to dabble with their bai^e feet, and to swim 

for the purpose < rf "it. A little farther on it may extend 

to get, aiid ii[ith “y "'"‘'I "J ^ ' ^iition. I itself into a diun, and turn tlio miU-whcel, thus henefit- 
cuunng pleasure, setting forth o y t , . - !,ia- tlio whole district through which it passcsj and 

clK»o tiie shady lanes through lfomwle,con^^^^^^ X llfl-ording To iny a rustic family a boukufnl 

by so: doing we should heathy liiUs supply of that element so needful to life and comfort, 

-r ’ Srra i^wiS bi^SliT on"^ U ita banks ever fringed with flowers, and Bs 
^lien cool wr ot the even „ course marked hy its fertiUsini? mHaciuoa, straif^ht on 

dyer them, ^ ^ nf tmo ‘Dovon* its iappointed course to the river or sea, which hs its 

^Pur^^ go jevious and lead into ultimate dcstmation, exliibiting as it flows a striking 

dii^ UMjfiSj . you riiay n4 unfro- emblem of the course of a quiet, healthy-minded Cliri-s- 

ea^lt ^ +hA tiam walkincf ill his appointed path, and striving to do 

qiitotly, ,*^r wc^hwcvor, were gS to all wound iiim. Ins unobtrusive life noticeable 

very ;pomt from cjnlv fiHmi the marks of ueetulnes and the kindly 
SJeuMn S*r^ s^dsCr^k, high banks of parities wliiifo flow but on aU within the sphere of his 

the hill arc all a maze of flowers, 






I^ts “«dflowermg sbruDs,auuonw.^^^ andiieTog a nerfeot ‘ paradise of dainty devices.’ So 

Heave j 4, aiy donkey, to browse .unong tlui fern 
On!^e atlst entered on a i— -l mdeilamxi of r 

^ tJ^dui^e, -the wlwfey-^^r^y ^ 


Iwtvesi and in defiance of mud, make my way down to 
the v^aterifl edge. But bh the disappointment I exi)e- 
rience on finding tb^t the flowers which looked so 
temptingly attainable are all ensconced behind an edge 
of blick iK^, mud, ktid water 1 There is the beautiful 
%pg-t)ean (JJ/i5nyati//i<!s n’/jefeatem), with its groat trefoil 
leaves, and lovely fringed blossoms by tbe hundred, all 
but n'itliin reach ; hut even with the aid of a crooked 
slides and adyanciiig till 1 get such a <«sfe (as TuAldy 






i 

tvouldflay) th^ black mild, tlint ftirtlifjr enro of 
clrcflaa is supei^fluLOus, 1 eiiimot galiier itoi m 

Like Cowpcr— ; . 

// ‘ \\^Uh cane oxietideO, far I Bought 

// To steer them dose to land; 

' liut still the pmot though nearJj' caught, 

Escaped lijy eager httijd I' 

Alas!, no water-spaniel liad I to help me to get fui/ 
water-lily; so making a virtue of necessity, I tigre^d 
that George, my donkey - boy, who had'* long been 
pressing sucli a step on my attention, should take off 
his shoes and jtockings, ami wade into the mud ; and 
now nothing hindered me from the delight of posses- 
sion, and large handfuls of the exquisite ilower were 
safely landed, and stowed away in my tin-case. The 
bog-bean, or mar8h:trefoil, as it is sometimes called;* 
is of the natural order Geniiancce, and contains through- 
out the plant that strong, hitter principle vrhich makes 
some individuals of this species so valuable in medi- 
cine. The menyanthos itself is used among the 
peasantry, especuidly in the Highlands, for a tonic 
^decoction, and is also not unfrcquently employed as 
a substitute for hops. The flower is very elegant — 
its calyx is firm and sturdy, divided into five seg- 
i meiits ; mis is llie corolla, wliich is formed of one 
j.)(‘tal, and its' disk covered witli white, threadlike 
fibres, whlcli look like a mo.st delicate white fringe. 
The texture of the petal is like tliat of a lily, and its 
hue a soft flesh colour, tipped with red. The flowers 
grow in racemes — that w, numerous dowers, each on a 
separate footstalk, and arranged on a common flower- 
stalk— tlic stem rising from a sheath at the base of the 
leaf. Tlio leaves are ternate, or divided into three 
leaflets, whieli are slightly tootlied, and lx)tli in colour 
and texture, though not in form, resembling those of 
the common broad bean. The flower-stalks rise from 
j ten to fourteen or sixtc*on inches in height, and the loaf- 
; stalks arc iicarly a.s long, but not so upright, in their 

1 growth. The plants are gregarious; and where they 
grow at all, they spread freely, forming large groups, 
tlie roots being so densely matted as even sometimes to 
render firm tlic ground of the bog where they grow. 

I And this fact reminds me, tliat a little digression on 
; the best means of safely effecting an inroad on U bog 

1 may not be amiss, and may save a young beginner in 
i the art of bog-trotting sundry discomfitures. In the 
i first jdace, then, never on such an exiieditioii wear any 
attire which it would distress you to get well muddcHi. 

! In sliabby clothes you are above minding such trifles 
as a stumble or even a downright fall into the mire; 
but wo to the lady wlio ventui’os into a bog in a hand- 
some dress ! Her temper and spirits will sui-ely sink 
even lower than her feet, mid all the flowers she may 
; gather will not compensate for her anxiety and loss 

I of composure. Then make it a rule never to plant 
your foot on any spot wdiich looks tempting, and pre- 
sents a dainty carjict of moss and suii-dewi be sure 
tliat where the pale green and red are most brilliant, 
and the surface looks ttie most lovely, there lies below 
a deep pool of the blackest mud and coldest water, 
into which your foot will sink to a depth enough to 
reach your ankle, if not to plunge you forward, so 
that the other foot will follow the leader, and make 
you a spectimle to behold 1 and very likely ypu will not 
escape w'itliout leaving o»e of yout shoes at least at 
the bottom of the mire. Now all this may be in a 
great measure avoided by carrying a good, strong, and 
long stick in your hand, and testing wilU it every piaee 
whereon you may tliink of stopping, llicn take it as 
a rule, that those spots where the roots of rushes or 
ferns have been so long established as to make a sort 
of bristly hillock, w ill bo safe footing ; and if you place 
one foot on one of tliese, then, supporting yourself with 
your stick, draw the other carefully aftei it, and fTom 
tiience feel for your next landing-i>hu}e, you: ipay tra- 

-^x*r8e ii great part qf a bog, and come in 
^ some cif its treasums, without being th^ 

; sulfferer f but, wi^^ care, bog-work lije 

dirty work ; and the only plan to fbel: at t^se ^.w^^ 
hent od %xidoringyJs to wear shabby doth^^ md b0 
j prpvicloht enough by carrying with you some 0l0nn , 
f shoes and stocking^ with which, in some cottage or 
tliicket, you may replace yoiir wet ones, to avoid all 
chance both of cohl and discredit. . 

After we had suflicieutly supplied ourselves w'ith the 
coveted flowers, my boy George and I parted company 
—he to scour with liis bare feet the less accessible parts 
of the bog, and I to pursue my more modified course 
how and as I could ; whilst Jack, all exultant, enjoyed 
festival, and cropped the herbage round Idm. One of 
my first spoils was a delicate little yellow-blossomed 
flowrer, with soft, downy leaves, which was quite new 
to me. It had rounded leaves and creeping stems about 
six inches long— the whole idant prostrate and hairy. 

I found, on my return home, that it was the marsh 8t 
John’s wort (Jiypericuni elodait), a plant by no means 
common even in bogs, to which it is entirely confined. 
Tlie whole tribe of the Hyporiciiieaj, of which I hope 
hereafter to give a general sketch, is very interesting to 
me ; but the Hypericum elodas, though on examination 
evidently a true scion of the stwik, does not at first 
sight seem to bear the charHcleristie marks of tJwit 
trilic. One of my next discoveries was the pretty, 
lesser scnlicap {Scutellaria minor), >1*111011 though 
no means so h:uidsonie as its congener, Scutelkrws 
yaleticulata, is an elegant little labiate plant, and by ho 
means common. Its height is from four to six inches, 
the flowers of a pale-reddish piiriile, and the lower lip 
wliite, dotted with red. The common scuUcap grows 
about a foot high, and the flowers, wliieh arc mueli 
longer than that of S. minor, are of a bright-purplish 
blue. It is exceedingly pretty. The concave form of 
the upper lip of both species, which much resembles 
that of the monk’s-hood, seems to have suggested the 
trivial name, as that memher of the corolla w'ould form 
ail elegant little cap or hood for some fairy’s head ! 

I was now again following the course of tlie fair little 
brook, >1 Inch, running from the hills above, trickled 
over the bog to the milldani—its very clear water 
imbibing a yellow hue and p brmj^ish taste from the 
character of the soil which lay below it, and its banks 
inlaid wdth mosses, asphodel, bog pimpernel, and other 
bright flowers ; and ever as I stoop to gather one of 
them, my sense of smell is regaled by the very peiiu- 
liar, and to me pleasant, odour whicli rises from the 
watery earth, and clings to every leaf and flower that 

I cull from its bosom. Whether this odour proceeds 
from the earth or the water, or exhales ftom the ijlapts, 

I know not : it may be the result of the, decaying vege- 
table matter whicli lies below. But whatever it is, it 
pervades the- whole ground, and every tiling gathered 
in a bog partakes in some measure of it. Tiic evening 
>vas now getting on, for much time had lieen lingered 
away by the ferny brook, and in other ways; and the 
sun began to cast deeper and longer shadows from 
the trees, and the birds to pour fortli their even-soug 
of delight in fuller and richer strains ; and as I sfood 
there all alone, and surrounded by hills and and 

water and flowers, I could scarcely refrain from cx- 
claiining — 

* Strange ! there should be found 

Wlio^ self-imprisoned in their proud saloons, .. ^ 
Kenounqe the odours of tii^ open field 

For the unscented fictions : of the loom ; 

Who; satisfied with only penciled scenes; 

Prefer, to the perform an co of a God, , 

The inferior wonders of an artist’s * 

Thougli elbso to cottages jtnd their inhabitants, the 
spot ^iieroon I stood was. like a mountain aolitudO, Und 

1 long did I stand contemplating it, antf - 
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of the bpujr-^that of coUectiog. But 
f uot collecting ? I wu« iiidoed-r-not plants, but 
t^Ugbta! treasures of on which to fiill back 

)e;t m aiterti^e; and pictures^ not such as I could 
: hang bn my walls, but thpso wH^ would (Clbru my 
inind and ^ombry* I was collecting from the song of 
birds and the ipuruiur of the water, from the scent of 
dowers and the bbaUticB of sunshiae and shade, of hill, 
iujd vale, and tx^c, ricU;^oards Of thought, and gratefUl 
remembrahee, wliicji have since cheered and refreshed 
-me* ''- ^ 

But my reveries were disturbed by George, who came 
splashing through the morass at full speed with a huge 
huiicli of heterogeneous articles flourished high in air, 
and his ‘ llero, ma’am, please what’s this ? and tMs ?* 
soon recalled me to my botanical self Among other 
tilings — ^^soipe of interest, and others worthless — ^lie di8*» 
played a noble handful of the beautiful and delicate 
butterfly ordiis ^Habenana bifoUa,') It was not my 
flrst introduction to tliis interesting plant, which is not 
confliicd to l>ogs, Amt may bo found also in woods. But 
as many of iny readers way not know it, and as it grew 
in this lK>g in grt‘.ater i>rofusioii tlmn is common, I will, 
venture to give its chari^pteristics ^ and in so doing I 
shall be obliged to enlarge a little on those of the whole 
of that wonderful and curious tribe, the tirchideai. 

The leailii^' peculiarity of the orchis tribe is, that its 
column consists of a stamen, a style, and a stigma, aU 
gri>wn into one solid body. The anther is formed of 
two vertical cells, in eticli of which is a mass of pollen ; 
tlic style is thick and short ; and the stigma a shiniug, 
moist depression in front, umler or between tlie masses 
of pollen. The genera vary exceedingly in the struc- 
ture of the diflerent partSj but in tlie consolidation of 
the style and stamen they are agreeil, and this fonus 
the characteristic of the Orcliis tribe, llie arrange- 
ment of tiu) sepals of the calyx and tlm petals of riie 
emtiUa are so very singular as to leave it doubtful to a 
common observer wlucli is which ; and these parts are 
in many of the species so disposed as to assume the 
form of some animal or insect In England we have 
not above sixteeu varieties of tim true orchis; but the 
oplirys, which is of the same natwal order, has many 
of the same ixjculiarities of form and cliaractcr; — the 
leading differenco betweep the two genera h* ihgV that 
in the orchis the nectary is elongatetl into a tubular 
aimr, of which the oplirys is devoid. Many of our 
most curious insectivorous flowers, which are called 
orcliises, belong, in fac;t, to this germs. The beautiful 
bee orchis (CjpArys &piferii)j the fly orcliis (OjoArys 
7 »«sr^ero), the late and early trpukr orchises (G. aracfi^ 
toYes and 0, armti.fera), and the drone orchis (Gp4rys 
fucifira)t all of wliich are more or less rare, lieioiig 
to the genus ophryr; whilst the monkey, , the lizard, 
and the frog. (GrcAw tephromnthus^ 0» Jierdnaj and 
Oi. belong to the orchis family. The Acs- 

ras mtrcpdphor^ or greeurijrom oi^bis, though closely 
'allied to tlrp orchia not one. Its corolla when spread 
out closely resembles the human form, wheuee its 
name* Then there is the elegant little flowm: JVwttws 
^ladies* tr^ which also ranks among 
tW exti^ive tribe : this may be found iu August and 
September, its straight aiid leafless stem rising abziiptiy 
tom the car til, wiui its small, highly-scented flowers, 
df a greeflish hue, dh^osed on short footstalks spirally 
alo^ the upper mrt of tlie stem. The curious lis- 
tera%^ t^ ;Vtway m are coi^eners, and well de- 
tervh^ many others of ythe tribe, which 

we ^mot spemflrnilly, butr ahiphg which 

■;hicspme,:of-A)bi Of ■bur'-ildd8:.and: 

'i^oodB' of iihe;. 

most lusmousiy-iK^nt^lf^^^^^^ regale our sense 
';6f'':;smellv;'.'';';3^,-'- .'iho;;, orchis . tribe is' .far" 

Ve ahd;::w^.0rfi^^: - 0 ^. bi:': dur.'bwu , eedder- ' 
mtWgppiw^ ■ 

.hllp' w 


Iknda these glorious flowers are seen in all thoir beauty; 
atrS, ‘ seated on the branches of living trees, or resting 
among the decayed bark of fallen trees, or running 
over mossy rocks, or hanging aboVe the head of the 
admiring traveller, suspeuded from the arm of some 
monarch of the forest, they develop flowers of the 
gayest colours and the most varied forms, and often 
fill the woods at night with their mild and deli- 
cate fragnmee.’ Humboldt says; ‘The orcludem en- 
liven tile clefts of the wildest rocks, and the trunks 
tropical •trees blackened by excess of heat. Tliis 
form, to which the vanilla belongs, is distinguished by 
its bright-green succulent leaves, and by its flowers of 
many colours and strange and cuiioua shape, soine- 
tiines resembling that of winged insects and sometimes 
that of the biiSs, which are attracted by the Ijquey 
Vessels. Buch is their number ami variety, that to 
mention only a limited district, the entire life of a 
painter would be too short for the delineation of fill 
the inagniflcent orcliideas which adorn the recosses of 
the deep valleys of the Andos of Boru.’ Klotzscli 
reckoned 8545 siwicles of this wonderful fiunily os 
known at tlie close of 1848, and doubtless multitudes^' 
more have since been discovered, lint though this 
tribe is so varied and attractive iii form imd scent, it 
possesses, I believe, but few species whicii are of the 
slightest uso to man. One is the vanilla, M'ljicli is 
useii to flavour creams, &c. and which is a pod of a 
kind which, in the West Indies, creeps like ivy mi 
wails and trees; .iftid there is one other, the shoemaker 
plant (^Cyrpto]iodium Aridfe/wnn), wdiose stems allord 
a gluten which the Brazilians use for slicking lliiu 
sheets of leather together. Still, the tribe is most in- 
teresting indeed. 

The glowing descriptions which >vo meet witli in 
books of this family of plants wmiild almost be enough 
to leaii one to abandon the comforts of home, and roam 
in di.stant lands Ibr the mere punioae of realising such 
wonders. But even in England it Is a glorious tribe, 
'riiough many of the species of the orchideous family 
may be more curious than that of whicli 1 first sjioke, 
tlie Eahenaria hifolia^ there is, I think, none more ti uly 
degant- and attractive. By Lmna;us and others it is 
called Orchis bifitluiy but by Iloolaer and other modern 
botanists JIahemria bifolia, Tho root of tiiis x>lant is 
an undivided tuber tapering downwsirds ; tho stem in 
general from tw'clve to eighteen inches high, though 1 
have seen it in moist wootla exetiediug two feet : it lias 
two root -leaves of a long-shaiied oval, from between 
whicli rises a semitransparent stem, crow'iied with a 
long loose spike of large yellowisli-green flowers of wax- 
like textnro and very peculiar form. Tiie lip of the 
nectary is lauce-shaped, and not more than lialt'us long 
as a threadlike tubular spur whicli hangs down behind 
the blossom, and gives it its peculiar character. The 
sepals of the calyx, wdiieh aro of the same pale-greenish 
hue as the petal^ spread downwards, and the complete 
corolla has somewhat the fonn of a small butterfly ; its 
insectivorous appearance is not, however, so marked as 
that of Bie fly and bee orchises, some specimens of 
which might reuUy deceive one into the idea that the 
blossom was a fly or bee pitched on a stalk. 1 never 
see the butterfly orcliis witliout being reminded by it of 
some tefl fair girl, whose growth has overshot lior 
strength, and whose form indicates a fear that 
she is not long for earth. Anotlier of the characteristics 
of this sweet flower may tend to carry out tlie illusion, 
and happy ibr the fading girl if it is indeed found in 
her« Wben^^ down, and tho shades of 

evening desceiul, this & throws out from its jiale 
bhiiuioiii a so rich and powerful as to pervade 

tho whole air distance. So have 1 

seen a fair young creature, when the shades of sick- 
nsiji wore, spreading round Wr, and the bright things 
of .earith were Aiding from her sight, pour out from 
sobm hidden BO a sort of moral fragrance iu tlie 
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atmospliuro wliich Surrounded her sick ccnicli, making 
aJU who breathed it foci that she was inoru iirecioua 
to thenif and her hifluenoo more rcfro«ihing to their 
souls ill those twUiglit hours of oxistonoo, tlian she had 
over l>o('n iu the bright sunlight of her luoro vigorous 
lifo — even as that sweet oveiiin,?-hC'ent(*d ilowor lias a 
greater valuo wiieii its perfunu*'! are poured forth on 
the night than when its dayliglit colours delight the 
eye. And wlu*nco (‘omus this sweet influence ? Wlieneo 
the patience, and in(*ekne8S, and gentlencsb, the spirit^f 
love and lioUnoss, which, like sweet dropping balms or 
Kabtern gums, thus iuipregnato the moral atmosphere^ of 
the sickbecl with soul-subduing fragrance ? Sifl'ely it 
can only be from the influence of Goifs Holy Spirit 
dwelling iu the heart, and imparting to it of the nature 
of Iliui whose very name is *as oinlmeiit poured out!' 

The rarer kinds of orcliis are not to be found near^ 
BudleigU Salterton, at least I have never seen any of 
them there except Orchis pyramid<th\ which is rare in 
some places. Those I have found are, Orchis ma^tuht^ 
O, maculntu, (Kmorio, O, p^ramidalisf O. hitljofuit and 
(K ivHopsea. Nor have 1 found any other of the orchi- 
d(‘ous family there except the ladies* tre‘*sefl {NeotUa 
spit^tlis.) The bee orchis abounds on the more western 
])arts of the coast, and I shall not soon forgi*t the 
d^ light T have felt in sei^ng a wliole hillside as thickly 
fONcied with this beautiful little floAver as 1 liuve seen 
iields Avith cowslips. I laid Urge 1 landfills gathered, 
for mo, and my vases tilled Aiitii them flit two or three 
sueeeediiig ciinmiiers, willumt seeming h) h'ssen the 
multitudes whieli sprung up iu every direction; hut such 
profusion is not coiuuiou, a scattered gleaning being 
ail that eaii be had iu uuy loealiiy 1 at present know. 

Before I left the }>og, I found flue speciineus of 
Alisma /uawao/Zo/VA s the lesser water-plantaiu, with its 
pal<S imrple tripelalous tdo'^souis, w hi(*h is not eonnnon, 
and many other s])eeiineu.s of luiercsl, hut, Wtuaied 
by the lengUuMied shudijws, I now hetUought me of 
K turning liomi’wards. Sotting luy boy, therefore, to 
( atcli blaster daek, wdio opiK*ared iiy no memis to relish 
L'aAdiig ins pleasant bi*owsing, I retrcMted to one of the 
i‘ott4ig<‘s, and idler obtaining leave to change my bog- 
stjiined sho( s and stcjekiugs for some ilry and clean sub- 
si itules whieh 1 liad brought witii me, and obtaining a 
piec e of blown hn ad and a eup of milk (fiom the cows 
wiiom I It.id s<‘(>u ns^eIlll)led tor milking) for iiijself, 
iuid auotlur for (icorge, I set forwunl on iny liotneward 
road ; liut not oAor the hill, as too niiicli time had Inieii j 
alreaily expended to Umac suflieicnt for me to botanisc | 
its healb^ and other piXMiuce. I therefore return by 
the lanes, only crossing the little rivulet, which now 
meets me again. I rejoin the higla road at a ])oint a 
little farther from the village than that at which I hiul 
left it ; and in so doing J pass a little triangular spot 
of giound, preseuting one of those strangely-urbitrary 
arnuigeinents wliicli ail conversant with the habits of 
plant B occasionally observe. I'his spot of ground is only 
b(‘paratcd from the httie euclusuro where I found tlie 
J'Jipdstitutn Sf/fruiicum (its mentioniHl in a foriiuT pajicr) 
by a mere belt of wood, and the soil, &o. appears to be 
exactly of the same character us in tliat cniiiosure ; yet 
here, throughout the year, I liiid scarcely one flower 
similar to tliose wlilcU grow there: Ui« 3 re*Qre in it no 
orchisi's nor polygiila — neither hyacinths, e<iui«etuiu, 
nor potentilhis ; the only tiling which abounds there is 
the lovely blue iorget-iuc-uot (J/yosatw pa(usms% a plant 
wholly unknown to the little enclosure where the above 
so euaiind the ground ! These arbitrary arrajigoments 
are very common, though to me wholly inexplicable. 

I I have known rioli banks of violets iu ono flold, whilst 
iu tile next, apparently exactly similar in soil and 
as]»cei, not ono was to lie found ; a cin^uit of flclds 
golden with cowslips, whilst owe poor, solitary field hiy 
between, iu whidi not a single root could be found $ | 
tmd so with other flowers. But I liu^ too long, and 
tho rising moon admonishes me that it is high time to : 


haaten forward and get home ; so, sending Jack into 
something like a trot, 1 make my way ddwu the vU^ 
lago, now all alive with tlioBo just released from 
buftUiess, and seeking the sweet, euul evening air, and 
arrive ifiife, though tired, at my cottage door. 

EMIGltANT SHIP ‘ WASIHN GTON.* 

In describing laudy the excellent acconiniodatious on 
board certain vessels bound for tho Canterbury Settle- 
ment in New Zenliiud, we alluded to tlu'i Avretehc<l 
treatment occasionally cxiwrienoed in emigrant shipv, 
from Liverpool and other ports to Aiuprira. It is 
l»roix»r to nmiove any doubts that may Ik* entertained 
on this subjei't. A notion prevails that the gov(‘rumeut 
emigration ofllcers — ono of whom is stalioiied at cneh 
principal port- -protect the interests of passengers, and | 
generally save llieni from being ill-treated during their 
voyage. It is nevertheless clear, that in spite of the 
intcrferoi«*e of these fuuetiounries, and uUo iu defi.nu*') 
of Btric't legal emu'tments, laiHSengers of u humble ela*>s 
are on many ot'caBioiiB treat eil witli extreme barbarity. 
It is indeed sickening to ri'flect on the discomforts, 
misery, pain, and (wen premnlure death, arising from 
no other cause tlian the bnit.dity of ofllcers comnnnid- 
flig emigrant vewls. Unfortunately, the misconduct 
of these ]>er8ons is in some instances beyond the jiiiis- 
dirtiou of Knglisli law. Tiny 6«iil iiiuler a foreign flag, 
and can be proceeded against only iu tlu* eoiirts of their 
own country: in which case there may be sriid to 
1 ) 1 * a complete denial of justice ; for wliat emigrant, on 
arri’inu at his d<*stinntion, will lake the trouble and 
be al the e'cp(‘nso of wailing month «, perJ».ij)s ^ears, to 
pro8i*cute a deliiKiueut skip\>er ? 

One of the worst cases ol 1111*4 kind which has come I 
into puhlie notice is that lately detailed iii a llctnin to 
the Bouse of CVinuuons, ordered liuij Fe]>ruai‘y 1851, 
jx’speeting the emigrant ship Wot^hinpion. Drawing 
our infonnalion from this purliainontaiy pajicr, the i 
fvillowing is the a(*coimt of the tittair : — 

Mr Vere Poster, a iierson of respectable clinri)et<.r, 
who appears to be engaged in the shipment of emignint'a, 
had heard numerous HCc*ounts of the ini])! ojKT treatment 
of passengers to Amoricji, and to satisfy himself as to 
their truth, took the extraordinary Bt<*p of becoming 
himself a steerage passenger in a xssel sailing under 
tlio American flag bound for New York from Li\erj>ool. 
I’he ship was tho WaJiim/tuH —ix rtMniirkalily tine xessel ^ 
of IflOO tons burthen, witli two good passenger decks, 
each between seven and eight feet high, and well- 
appointed in every respect. Her erew consisted of 
thirl y-one men, three boys, and five olliecvs— namely, 
the captain and four mates - • and sho had on board 
upxvords of 900 pas8i*iigers, whose slet'piug bertha w'cre 
a shelf along each side of the xvhole lengtli of the two 
(leeks, with low boards dividing the shell into bt'rlfi'> all 
of one size, and each cwtaiuiug from four to six i)er&onb. 
One end of the upiK*r dwk was divideil ofl* as a m*pii- 
rate apartment, containing twelve enclosed cabiii.s, ca<*li 
having two, four, or six berths, and each berth containing 
two i)ersoiis. Tho passengers in this part of the vi*sscl | 
pai<l a somewhat higluT price- namely, L.5 instead ot 
L.,% 16s. or L.4. Mr Poster occui)it*(l oiu* of four hiTlhs 
in a cabin of this kuul. Kacli passenger llie shi]) 
had a contrn(*t-lickt*t, in which certain provisions 
were slipubited for, witli a supplj" of xvatcr daily, and 
riglit of cooking. Some extra provision^, wliich cost 
JOs. Cd., were taken on l)oard by Mr Foster and his 
eomiiunions in tho cabin. All things being nearly 
ready for departure, th(» iiassengers were inspiictcd by 
a surgeon, and ordered on board. Wo shall now allow 
Poster to tell his own tale, Avhich he does in n 
letter to Lord Hobart, dated ‘ Ship WashUigtou, Ist 
December IblK) 

* All the passongers who arrive at Liverpool a day or 
more betbre the soiling of an emigrant ahip hate to be 
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hiSTii^ctod by ft surgeon apppiuted by government, wbo 
tiny one to go on board wbo has igiy 
, ibifcetlous disease of i dangerous character, 1 passed 
; before him for Inspection, which ocjcupied only one or 
two seconds, fie said without drawing breath :*^^AVhat*s 
your naiue? - Ate you well? Hold out your tongue : 
ftir right addressed himself to the next 

ptirsoii. WA werc agaiiv all mustered and passed before 
him on board the ship wliile sailing down the river, 

‘ "W'as no regularity or decency observed with 
regard to faking the passengers on lioard the ship : men 
and women were puUed in, any side or end foremost, 
like so many bundles. I was getting myself in as 
quickly and dexterously as I could, when I was laid 
. liold of by the legs and pulled in, falling head foremost 
down, upon the deck, and the next iiian was pulled 
down upon' the top of me. 1 was some minutes befbre 
I recovered my hat, which was crushed as flat as a pan- 
cake. The porters, in their treatment of piiascngers 
(naturally), look only to getting as much money as tiiey 
possibly can from them in the sliortest space of time, 
and heap u|K>nthGni ail kinds of filthy and blasphemous 
abuse, there being no police regulations, and the officers 
of the ship taking the lead in the ill-treatmeut of the 
passengers. 


The Wmhlrujton went out of dock on the 25th [Oct.^, l-on weighing vaiious rations, fpund them deficient.] 


and anchored in the river. I went on board on the 
next, day, and witnessed the first occasion of giving out 
the daily allowance of water to the passengers, in doing 
Whicli there was no regulmity : the whole 000 and odd 
passengers w'cre called forward at 4)nee to receive their 
water, which was pum])cd out into their cans from 
barrels on deck. The serving out of the water was 
twice capriciously stopped by the mates of the ship, who, 
during the whole time, without any provocation, cursed 
and abus^, and cufibd and kicked the passengers and 
their tin cans; and having served out water to about 
thirty persons, in two separate times, said they w'buld 
give no nioi^ water out till the next morning, and kept 
their word. I gently remonstrated with one of the 
mates, who w^as cuffing nnd kicking the poor steerage 
passengers, observing to liim that such treatment was 
highly improper and untnauly, and that he would save 
himself a great deal of trouble and annoyance, and 
win, instead of alienating, the hearts of the ptUlsengers, 
if he would avoid foul language and brutal ueatiuent, 
and use civil treatment, and institute regularity in 
the serving out of the water, &,c. ; but be, in reply, 
said that lie would knock mo down if 1 said another 
word, , I was happy to find, however, that my rebuke 
had the effect of checking for the moment his bullying 
conduct. 

‘ Provisions were not served out this day, notwith- 
standing the engagement contained in our contract- 
tickets, and notwithstanding that dl the passengers 
W'cre now bh board, the most of them since yesterday, 
and had no means of communication with the shore, 
and that many of them, being very poor, had entirely 
relied ui>on tin? faitlifUl observance of the promises 
coniained iii-tlieir tickets, the price of wliich includes 
imyment for the weekly allowance of provisions. 

‘ a steamer towUd the WastmigtQn down tlio 
river oii Sunday, ;27th October, all the passengers were 
mustertA on deck, and answered to their names (is they 
were eaili^ over by the chief clerk of the agency-office 
at Liverpool. Thie formality was for the purpose of 
ascertaining that there was no one on board but such 
as had tickets. 6ue boy was ffiund hid, having 
mode hk yay qn to esca|k notice : he 

waa;Seht'':A9bore/'. we'.wei^'''ao'''fi^^ Os . 

ib have a hapst 

qf the Irish Chabu^ ^ part of the voyage in 

; '^^tliich:, we. exiiectod tp.' grbb^.t • ■ ■; 

1 wcUt the 

‘^b: of the ship, obemvinloi^ 


to hold four persons, and would conveniently hold five 
persons ; some of the berths had four persons in theni, 
and some as many as sik; 1 observed that the doctor 
noted down in many instances pcrsbns between Hie ag<?s 
of fOurteeu tmd sixteen as under fourteen— that is, ns 
not adults, although it is expressly stated iu our tickets 
that fourteen years of age constitutes an adult, and any 
one above that age is paid for extra as such. This was 
for the purpose of making a saving in the issuing of 
Ifovisions, as hblf rations only are served out to 
pMsengers*imder fourteen years of age. The doctor 
remarked to me at the time, that as rcgarded[the issuing 
of pr^isions, sixteen years of age was considered on 
board the Was/iint/ton as constituting an adult. 

^ On the 30th October no provisions had yet been 
served out, and tlic complaints of the poorer passengers 
‘in the steerage were naturally increasing, as they had 
no means of living^, excepting on the charity of those 
who had brought extra provisions. [At the request of 
the passengers Mr Foster drew up a letter to the 
captain, representing the ill-treatment from want of 
provisions. This letter, however, only produced a few 
savage words in reply,, and the writer of it was called a 
rascal and a pirate for interfering. At length, on the 
Slst of October, iiravisions were issued ; and Mr Foster, 


* On Saturday, 2d November, groceries w^erc issued 
for the first instead of the st*coiul time to the passen- 
gers: tlie &ix*pcrsoiis in my cabin received all their 
provisions togetlier. We got C oz. of tea instead of 
12 oz.; nearly our proper aUow'auce of sugar; and 1^ lb. 
of molasses instead of 8 lbs.; and no vinegar. We have 
as yet received no pork, though we sljould have received 
our second weekly allowance of pork to-day. 

‘ On Thursday, 7th November, flour, biscuits, oatmc'al, 
iuid rice were issued in the same proiiortion as befiuv, 
excepting that the flour was a little under the allow^- 
ance. I w'as looking on during nearly the whole of the 
time, and could sec that the quantities were the same 
to each i>erson. The six persons in my cabin received — 
8 lbs. of oatmeal instep of 30 lbs.; 8 lbs. of flour 
iustead of 0 lbs.; 8 lbs, of rice instead of 12 lbs.; 8J 
lbs. of biscuits instead of 1 5 lbs. 

* On Saturday, the flth Novcnihcr, an allowance of 
pork was issued for the first instead of the third time : 
the six persons iu my cabin got (> lbs. When one of 
the occupants of berth No. 180 came up for liis jiorJc, 
not knowing that another man fi'om the same berth 
had just received for the whole of its occupants, the 
first mate instaiUly ran at him, and hit him with Ins 
clenched fist, and with a rope’s end, about the lace mnl 

head, and then added: “If any other aimoys 

me, — , ni smash his head for him ! ” Whenever 

provisions are served but, a sailor stands by with a 
rope’s end, and capriciously lays about him, with or 
without the slightest pn^vocation. The captahi never 
appears to ttoable himself -in the slightest degree about 
the passengers, nor even ever to visit the part of the 
ship occupied by them. The first and second mates,' 
Hie surgeon, and the man specially appointed to look 
after, the passengers, and the cooks— all these very 
seldom Open tlieir lips without prefacing wliat they 
may have to^isay witti horrible patlis. 

Vi hOar occasionally some of the passengers complain 
to ilie iirst mate or to the captain of the favouritism 
shewn by the passengccs* cooks to those who give them 
ifioney or whisky; and ’Who consequently get five or 
sik meals cooked daily, while those poor passengers 
who have not the money to give, or who do not give, 
mb kept the whole day waiti^ig to liave one meal 
oobkbd, or can have qhly one meal cooked every second 
day. In my own ca^, bQ pile of the first mornings of 
ifiy beipg bn bpa^ the cook took up my kettle of 
‘ had been waiting one hour Olid a half to 


water^w! 

mrjr'— put bn the fire, and said to me .v “ What are you 

sin each These constructed j.gomg to cook that for you?” I replied 





that I intcndeil to take my chances the same as tfic 
rest of tiio passengers, and was oontenfceil to take my , 
proiKjr turn in having my victii^s cobkcil, for that if I 
paid for a preference in Jiaving them cooked, I should 
be monopolising a right which is common to us all at 
the expense of tliose fellow-passengers who were not 
able to pay. The cook then put down the kettle again, 

saying: “ That fellow is not going to pay up, so 

his kettle may wait.” "The captain’s cook cooks for 
those passengers who give liim 10s. or 12s. each person 
for the voyage, and a great many do so. I did not, for 
I wished to place inysclf as much as 1 (conveniently 
(could in tiic same jiosiiion as the general run ttf ray 
fellow-passengers. I find now, that either in conse- 
(iuence of good words in my favour from soirie of those 
])iissengcrs whom I have had small opportunities of 
Ixcing of service to, or in consequence of an ai)preciation 
of my fairness in taking my proper turns — though I 
am well able to pay for doing otherwise-r— or of my 
aiding bim by remonstrances to keep the galley (kit- 
el leu) from being too crowded, mid to keep order, the 
cook now favours me as mucli as if I did pay him. 
Asked the third mate whore w’^e wore, and received the 
sfunc reply as usual — that he could not tell. No one 
knows the wliereabouts of tlie vessel cxccipt tlm cap^iii 
and first mate, and they keep that a profound secret 
from tlui .ship’s company and pas.songers. No. groceries 
Avere issued, as they should have Imm this day. 

N(wmht^j \ — 1 have spoken frequently wdth 
diircrent sailors, asking them if tliis Avas the first time 
of tiudr sailing in this ship. All answer yc's, and that it 
Avill he the last; and some of them express ati opinion 
tliat the first and second mates Avill gct a good thrashing 
•at Ncav York. 

‘ 14M. — Provisions of oatmcal| biscuit, fiour, and rice, 
AA'tTO issued this day as usual. 1 Aveighcid what was 
given to four adults and a boy occupying one of the 
steerage berths. They received lOj lbs, of oatmeal 
I instead of 22jlbs. duo; lbs. of bi.scuit3 insUcad of 
11;} lbs. due; *4 lbs. of Hour instead of lb.s. due; 
lbs. of rice instead of 0 lbs. duo, 

‘ 1 7th, — I beard the doctor say : “ There arc a Imn- 
dre<l cases of dysentery in the ship, wliicli will all turn 
to cholera; and I sAvear that I will not go amongst 
them : if they Avant medicines, they must come to me !” 
This morning the first mate took it into his head to 
play the. hose upon the passengers, drencching them 
from hcml to foot ; the fourth mate did the same a fcAv 
mornings ago. 

‘ 18t/». — A llirce-mastcd vessel in sight, going in the 
same direction as ourselves ; this is the second vessel 
only that we have seen since, leaving Liverpool. About 
noon a hcaA'y squall came on, which split tUe fore-top- 
sail and staysail. 

‘ A delicate old man, named John M‘Corcoran, of 
berth No. Ill, informed me that oh Sunday last he had 
ju 3 t come on deck, and, after wasliing, Was wringing a 
pair of stockings, when the first mate gave him such st 
8(ivero kick as he stooping, lliat ho threwr him doAVii 
upon the deck. 

* A passenger, having a ianiUy witUhiir^ told me that 

one of the first clays after coming (>n hoirfij the doctor 
api»licd to him for a present, saying, that of course he 
was paid few his services to the passengers, hut that to 
those persons ivlio liked to give him anything, of course 
ho should pay more particular attendoh ; tbo passciiger 
then gave him 2a. 6(1, Mo applied same manner 

to Mr Homer, of cabin No, 8, who gave him Is. The 
doctor tlien said ; “ And there was that glass <)f cadibr 
oil of the other day, for which you owe h'le 0d,|*’ whi^^ 
Mr H. then gave hhn. Tlie, doctor has nci ri^^ 
charge for any medicines, biit has, I am told, received 
a great deal of money on board in d Tlio 

first mate beat one of tlie sailors ^sdveJwly tW 

with a rope. i 

* 2) violent gale commenced this evening. ! 


i22i/.-—The gale became perfectly terrific ; for a few 
minutes Ave jill expected momentarily 'to ^ to tlie 
bottom, for the sea, which AAm.s foaming and rolliiig 
extremely high, burst upon the deck Avith , a great eWash, 
which niailc us all believe that some part of th<j vessel 
was stove in. The Avave rushed down into the Ib^'cr 
dock, and I cxjrtainly expected every moment to go 
doAvn, Some of the passengers set to prayinfr; the 
Avind blew' a perfect hurricane, so that it was quite out 
of the question to attempt to proceed on our proper 
course. Wc tlicrefofe scudded beforo the wind, having 
up the main- topsail close reefed and tlio fJre-topsail 
staysail only. The water Avhich had rushed upon the 
deck remained there to the dcipth of several foci; it 
Avas got rid of by breaking holes in the bulwarks Avitli 
a hatdiet. The wdiole sea was a sheet of foam. 'IWards 
nine p, m. the gale began to ho loss, tliough still violent, 
and moderated during the night. 

* 25/A.— Another child, imiking nhout tw^elvo in all, 
died of dysentery from want of j)ropor nourishing f(Mxl, 
and Avas throwm into the sea soAvn up, along with a 
great stone., in a cloth. 

* Wc passed some ship.9’ spars this and the following 
day, belonging perliaps to vessels which may haA^c 
suffered in the late gale. 

• ‘26/A. — Tea and sugar i.ssiicd to those Avho lo.st any 
during the late storm. 1 and my tAvo moss-comiianions 
received our .alloAvauccs logetlier, receiving between us 
2 oz. of tea and } lb. Of sugiir, 

^30/A. — The d(K;tor came dow'ii to the s(‘(?ond cabin in 
company with tho.flrst mate; and to display his aiitho- 
rityf drew himself up and sAAX'lled himself out exces- 
sively tremendous, roaring out: “Now^, then, (dean and 
wash out your rooms every one you!” adding the 
most lidrriblc oaths. 

‘2rf Jhcemher , — A benutifnl day and a fa.\'ourable 
breeze ; took a pilot on board. 

* Many of the passengers have, at different times 
during the voyage, expressed to me their intention of 
making a public complaint respecting their ill-treat- 
ment on board this slilp ; so, to meet their wdshes, I 
wr(»te a f(W lines, Avhich Averc sign(?d this evening by 
128 persons. 

*ik/. — A few of the passengers W’cre taken ashore to 
the hospital at Staten Island, andAi'c arrived alongside 
the quay at Kcav I'crk this afternoon, 'ilic 900 pas- 
sengers dispersed ns usual muiong the various floccing- 
houscs, to Ixj parti.ally or entirely disabled for pursuing 
their travels into the interior in search of employment. 

* 6/A. — I met this day with s^nc friends of mine, who 
came out two months ago m the Atlas, Avith 415 
passengers. They describe the fn5atinont of the pa.^- 
sengers on boaj’d tliat a'cssoI by the officers as (^oii- 
sidcrably Avorse than what I have related re.*«pecting 
the TF(/.vAmv/flw. 

* I have since met with passengers Avhoin I sent but 
in the Washington on her previoii.s A'oyage, and I learn 
from them that no provisions w<i^(^ served out during 
the first fortnight of her voyage, and that no meat aa ss 
served out during the. whole of her voyage ; I have also 
met Avith passengers whom I sent in tlm Wm, liathbom, 
Avhose treatment by the officers and as regards provi- 
sions was similar. It is one of the same line of packets. 

‘ Hero follows a comparison of; the iirovisioiis due, 
and the provisious received by each passenger during 
our voyage of tliirty - sqath days, shewing a great 
deficiency.* 

The forogoing statement, as has b(?eii said, formed 
the subject of a letter to.Jx>r(l Hobart, the writer of It / 
remaining in iii Ameritfa. Lprd Hobart : 

transmitted Mr Kobe's letter to the ^Colonial Land 
and Emigration Commissioners, who instituted ifliqiuri^ 
at Liverpool throiigli the government cralgratibn officer 
at that imirt. The resuli as it apiwars, Avas-r^thUt; 
could bo hb Vedress. I^egal prw'eedings 
captain of the Wai^mgton at New York hisid been con- 
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first tempIeSf and the chisselere of the first graven 
imfigea* 

Tlie snake-catcher came, pmrided with two imple- 
ments, which served the same purposes as a spade and 
crowbar, altliough of rude manufacture. He seemed to 
set about his business in a very scientific manner. He 
inspected tlie ground all about him very carefully, 
looked if there were any traces of a creeping thing upon 
it, pricid into every hole lie came tp, took a little of the 
earth in the palm of his hand, and even tasted the loiim 
and smelled it. At last having come before a larger 
hole than we had yet seen, the entrance of which was 
very smooth, and looked as if some slimy sti^hat! 
dri(*d upon it, he paused, and said : 

‘ Sir, here we shall find the Snake.^ 

* AVliat is to l>e done now ? * asked my father. 

* We must digj sir, if you have no objection.* 

My father Itad none, and as he was anxious to have 
th(» enemy caught, operations were begun immediately. 
The hole was considerably widened, and after the man 
had dug about three feet deep, sure enough an immense 
gokhoorali (trobra dc capclla) was seen coiled up. 

‘ oil,’ said the man, ‘ there he is ! I know from his 
beautiful purple coat, shining 6(iales, and liis whole 
appearance, that he is the dhemorah (the gentleman 
snake.) Now, sliull I seize him?* 

As soon as he had uttered these words the snake, as 
if understanding to what his discourse tended, siiread out 
his frightful head, trith the well-known marks of spec- 
tacles, and made a dart at the man witli liis bcak-like 
month. The Uugdee avoided the dart, watched his 
opportunity, and seized the snake by tiie back of the 
neck, upon which the monster coiled itself in many 
folds round and round liis muscular arm. 

‘'riiaft water -jar —quick, quh'k!’ cried the man. 

‘ Tills follow will paralyse my limbs. Away with liini 
iiilo tlie pot ! 1 may not slaj' him, for if I did the gods 
would never allow mo to capture another.* The snake 
diKapp{‘ared in the pot, the mouth of the vessel Nvas 
covered firmly with a piece of cloth, and a stone fitted 
close uptm it. 

‘ Now,* said the man, ‘\vc shall dig a little farther, 
and no doubt discover the female, and find also either 
her eggs or her young. 

Ami so it proved. A few strokes with the spade 
brought the female snake to light. She was of a mu<di 
p.'iltn* colour than the male, and not nearly so large. 
J laving hfi<l a good feast on the pigeons during tlie 
night, slie M-as ratJier sluggish, and sat brooding upon 
three eggs almost asleep. The snakG-oatchcr pounced 
njiou her .as he did upon the other without much 
ccTonioiiy; and having squeezed her so tightly by the 
neck as to make her open her jaws, he displayed to us^ 
her horrible fang^ The eggs were of a dirty white 
colour; and upon being broken, they exhibited tJie 
BJiinc bloodsliot appearance as a hen’s when they have 
been aat upon for a time. Wo had scarcMjly flattered 
ourselves with so much success ; so the Bvigdee was 
liandsomely rewarded, and dismissed, after he hwi obli- 
terated all the traces of ids^^^ to us, wonderful fe.it, 

‘ And now,* said ihy: father, ‘ to - morrow, my dear 
girls, we sliall see what those mock snakcrcatchers can 
do. The raourgy-wflllah ^\ilteror) will bring us to^ 
morrow one of the ogres with the gmird flutes.* 

At ten o’clock, accordingly, the in^dah made hia 
appearance. I could not but be si;ra< 5 ^ by his savage 
looks, matted hair, ochre:^tained dress, end the hiero- 
glyph ics of red and white peint which were neatly and 
carofhUy (haW on his arms. He looked 

wildly about, jond asked if IMihih had sent for him. ^ 

* To bo surol hav^V wi^i the iwply : ‘but what hitye 
you got there ^.^pointink to^ wket 

He Ufted the <mver w4th k 0 ‘ An 

empty- .baskot:;^.^coia?So/:w^ 

‘ And are ySh alone?* a^cd my fath^^r again; ‘and 
have you no snakes hidden about 3roU;?*: : 


/ *X despise all human aid^* growled ho, raising himself i 
to his full height; ‘and as for snakes, examine the / 
fakeer’s dress, and be convinced.* 

Hut this was not done, for we saw we had ofi^nded 
the man*; •and my father contented himself with telling 
him in a conciliating voice to liegin his work. And this 
was done by blowing a long protracted blast upon his 
flute, to the music of which wo all marched towards 
the palanquin shed. There we came to a stand-still, and 
tlie magician said: ‘Here, assuredly, is a snake: will 
you hear liim ? * We of course assented, but at the same 
time laughed at the idea of hearing a snake. ^Vliether 
the work of ventriloquism or not, however, wo certainly 
did hear something like the tones of the landrail. The 
man then stooped, took up a handful of dust, and 
assuming, if possible, a iiipre savage air than he had 
before displayed, gave out some mysterious incantation 
which no doubt was in Sanscrit I shuddered, but 
could only distinguish the word bunsatm^ which means 
‘ denizen of the wood.* As soon as this incantation 
was finished came a B(Wt of ‘ crick — crick — crick I * The* 
magician now began to wave his body, shake his head, 
and play on his flute what he fancied a most seductive 
blast, till, directing our attention to a heap of hoards, 
wo did actually sec a pair of fiery eyes, and a sharp, 
forked, protruding tongue. The snako came forth, by 
degrees, and advanced nearer and nearer to the sound 
of the flute, till his charmer, with great dexterity, 
seized him, and depoaited him in the basket. Two 
other snakes were caught in i).Garl5’^ the same manner, 
the last Iwing minus an eye, which of oom-se attrm!te<l 
our notice. 

‘gnakes/ said the man, ‘although they wound and 
s\a3^ other, animals, arc vulnerable themselves, and, 
even like man, they have their fends and their enemies ; 
for instance, the kite, the stork, and the subtle little 
nculah.* 

Wd allowed .him to slip nil he captured into his 
basket, for not a scale of the snakes would he allow to 
be injured ; and having handsomely rewanled him, wo 
gave him leave to dejMirt, Then only our magician 
became gracious, and he presented my father with a 
little greenish stone, which he assured him ivas a 
sovereign remedy against the bite of the snake. 

‘And now, sf^ge mohunt,* said my father, ‘as you 
are about to depart tor ever, reveal unto us whether 
this be not mH glamour? Jlavej'ounot in some way 
contrived to deceive our senses ? ’ 

The magician grinned horrible a ghastl.v smile wliilo 
he replied : ‘ If I have, I have done it cleverly ; and no 
one is Iwund to l>car witness against himself.* 

We heard the next day that lie had been at our mivs- ^ 
sionary minister’s, atthc Bcln^lraa3tor’s,:ind at theimisic- 
masteris, and that at each of the places he liad caught 
three snakes, one of which was alwaj’S minvs an ei/e l * 

TEI4EGRAPH OF THOUGHT. 

TiniEu literary productions have boon sent to ns this 
week from countries far apart — one from Italy, one 
from China, and one fh>m Now Zealand, which have 
all, we ttunk,. strong tdaiius upcm tlie interest of our 
readers. 

Tlio appearance, at Florence of a new Italian journal 
called the ‘ Eivista Britannica,’ appears to us to be a 
circumstanoe peculiarly worthy the attention of those 
wIjo watch with interest the social progress of na tions.* 
The' ohi^ of this jotumkl is to tninsfiisc JingUsh 
thought into the veins of Italian society, with tlie view 
of promoting it: flceer an healthior circulation. , The 
result sought after is not proposed to be obtmiietl 

* KlvJirta Brititnnica, momalo MensuAlc, nttwoHa, 
tratti didU mtsdioxi .publicftjifoiil Inidctil. Fancicplo X; j Ftreni^ : 
TIpoirafla Italiaha, lSf)l.--{THe British HovieW, a Hohihly Jbur^ ; 
oompQsod of Arttcica firorn tho bctft Englisii pubUbatioiiii. 

liOtadon Agont, P. RolaUAi, Ilcmors Stre ^ ^ ; 
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trandlating lioolcs, but articles— by send injr tliroiiffli* thb 
Italian nibid that common current of reflection afliA 
information which is the very life of the English intel- 
lect, In the intipduction the editors, one t»eariiig ah 
Italian, the other a Scottish name— -the Chavialier Se- 
bastiano Feuisi and JamesMontgomery Stuart— remark, 
that Eng^hd alone Iwen exempt from the almost 
general >fate of — to struggle for freedom— to 

Bocm to win the fight for a moment— and then to fall 
bjujk, having gained nothing more than a shadow. It 
seems to them that the acliicvcment of liberty is nseless 
wdthotit the capacity to enjoy it in an orderly maiiner ; 
and that the i>est preparation Italy can makc^ is to 
study the popular literature of a nation possessing so 
eminently this capacity, and offering so excellent a 
jmmt d^iippui for those who would develop the elemenU 
of Italian society* t 

Under these convictions, tliey propose that the new 
journal shall be composed of sneh translations from 
English periodicals as will give a faithful reflection 
of the existing state of art,, science^ literature, and 
social life in England ; and they invite the sympathy 
and support of the Italian imblic to an undertaking 
which they believe will not only furnish a useful and 
agreoahlo volume, hut serve to correct prejudices and 
remove antipathies. Their materials Mill consist of 
narratives, articles on pliysical and natural science, 
machinery, &c. ; travels and geographical sketches, 
litcratunv and art, &c. ; Ix^sides an original review of 
English M'orks r<?lating to Italy. The contents of the 
first fascicuius now before us are as follows 'Adven- 
tures in the Fiord, ^ by Harriet Martlneau ; * Terrestrial 
Magnetism,’ from Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal; 
‘Foreign Reminiscences of the late Lord Holland,’ 
from . tim Edinburgh Review ; HerseheVs ‘ Siberia and 
CaUforbiaj* fi^ra tlie Qiiarm^^ lloview ; and a review 
of QgUvy’s * Traditions of Tuscany,’ in verse, with 
poetical translations of the extracts. 

* This und^taking think is M^orthy of all encou- 
ragenicnt ; and we are quite of the opinion expressed 
by the editors, that a free interchange of thought is 
Still more important than a free commercial Intercourse 
between nations. 

TJio second work nlliulcd to is published at Ningpo. 
it is of a narroM' folio sw.e, neatly stitched os .* p^mplilet, 
with a, tbm coyer of yelloiv silk. It is entitled the 
‘ Philosophical Aliunnac,’ by I), J, ^Mnegowon, M.ll., 
and is printed in Oluncae, with numerous diagrams, in 
the ‘ 48th year of the 76th cycle of sixty, or 4488, being 
tlm Ist year Of the reign of H. I. M. llien Fung.* 

The main object of tbe work is to commuuicate io 
the Glunese a knowledge of the principles of the electric 
;i;olegrapb ; and as an in€roduction to the subject— 
iieciessary to tbem-^there are added assays on electri- 
city, galyanisro, and magnetism. But this indoctri- 
nation has no reference to the csiahllshment of an 
electric cbmmwnication^^^M^^^ Peking j the benefit it 
Becks i« intellectual, not t>bysiOTl ; and the fluid of 
thought it eoi?veys is Ijitendea to awaken the Chinese 
mind fSirom the tar|^^ 

To ride twiment p^ple tiieir ancestors are deities, to 
whom they diyinc homntrs f and it is necessary to 
prove to them tba^ in the course of the' lost 20(K) years 
the lifOrld has learned sonmriiing, and that re Of these 
last days are in sorne respecta wiser thah CJohfudus. 
Tiiis must bo the foundatidiiPf nit in China, 

wliOKi at present it is for the humiut mind to 

adyanoe of thdr anceaiof^. 

■ ;The U': ■. 

..explidfi^j; phtpose ■ ^ : 

■ myriiolbgjr-.^s:: ■fbyory ,,of; 

; '.eiemehta: s ■ ■■facts in '.astijo^ v 

■.•«omy,. optics, '■■■childit^i^l^M^'^ iti'^'Rke., '' 

. .relative>dp^ , 


Chinese enumerate five each.* The work, it will ly^ Vf 
secn^ is conceived in a wise and healthy spirit, and b * 
even tolerable in the eJtOcution, I>r Mgegowan will 
deserve M'oU of China and of 
The third literary production is the first number of : 
an English newspaper, published under peculiar cir- 
oumstoiiees at t!ie antipodes. In September last, our 
readers ai-e au^are, four emigrant ships sailed from this 
ODuntry with the view of founding the Cantethuiy 
Settlement in New Zealand. It was late in December 
iHefore th(^e inlgrim fathers arrived at their destination 
—an uninhahited hay stirrounded by a desert ; but hero, 
on tkp 1 Ith of the ensuing month— befiiro twenty human 
habitations wore in existence— appeared the ‘ Lyttleton 
Times,* a wbll-priiitcd paper of tu’cnty-four columns 
folio, with its page of advertisements, its leading article, 
its notices to correspondents, its shipping nev s, its local 
intelligcneo, its poets’ coniejr, its market prices, and i 
its police report. Formerly, it used to be said that v 
wherever the English M'ent, the first thing they did Avas 
to establish a tavern : noM" we have changed all that — 
the chief necessary is a mnvspaper, and the stirring 
character of the age doirianda, above nil things, expres- 
sion. Wo Avish eveiy success to the ‘ Lyttleton Times,’ 
and to the settlement of Avhich it asjures to be llio 
organ. 

C(E1JR-])E^.LI0N\S ST AT UK. 

A COf^OftBAL fCQUKSTnrAN FIODHR. ItY TIIK SCni.fTOH 

BfAnOCHKTTI ; KOAA' I'LAtlKD OUTSIllK THK <;HKAT KJi II I IMTION 
I.V IIVOK rAI!K. 

IliciiAnD TiiK Lio\-iieauti3d ! crown’d seroic 
With the true royalty of perfect man ; 

Seated aboA'e the blessing or the ban 

Of iialf-articulatc croAvda that gaping lean 

To trace Avhat the out-of-date word ‘ king’ may mean. 

See there ! What needs that iron casque’s star-rim, 
Defined against the sky, to signal him 
A monarch — of those monarchs which have been 
And are not ! Read his mission’d destinies 
In the full brow majestic, kingly eyes ; 

The strong, still hands, each grasping rein or sAvord ; 

The mouth in A'eiy sternness beautiful ; 

Behold a man Avho his onm soul can rule ! 

Lord o’er hituself -'therefore his brethren’s h ril. 

*0 Richard! Omon rot/* So minstrels sighed ; 

The iuaiiy-ccnturie<l voice dies faint away 
In silence of the ages dim and gray. 

AVo knoAV not but those green- wreath’d legends hide 
A coarse, ftml truth, that soon had crumbling died 
Bciteath our modern tunes* ecren or air. 

What matter ! Uiant statue, revut thou there ! 

Shadowing our Richard of chivalric pride ; 

0p if hot the true Kichard, still the i;) po 
Of the old regal glory, fallen, o’er ripe, 

To rot amid the World’s new blossoming. 

Stand ! Imaging those lost heroic chtys, 

Uiitil out childi*en’8 children come and gnsje, 

Wiitspering with reverent awe: * This ir«,v a king '!’ 

A KICK SOlitMSR XmiNK. 

Before my departure from Macon, I supped in the 
Ipge room of 4ho hotel; I h ad frequently observed the 
singular niixturoa which many of the Atucricans iiuike 
at their meals V l h^ro obae that a gentleman, after . 
calling for a milk, deliberatidy shook w portion 

of the contents^^^>^^ pepper-box into it, and having 
added a teaspoonful of .salt, stirred the whole together, 
and drank it. There is ^rtidnly ho accounting for taite, 
but this, antong all th>Q siih.ngo compounds Avhich I met 
with in the United was tire most extraordinaary.^ 

HVrfaw JkpMic, 

CaAM0Res, Stieet, E Alfie 

L^don; t). Nv'CnAArHKits', ' 

■ ■••■.05 W<i(^'/l^lle--ntiiect,'.-CRasgpW'rap^ Up|>cr' ■ ■' 

. Dablia'. — -tgr ■Hi. ■ On A.MA'sit», ■ ■' 
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AN ADVENTURE IN THE WILDS OE 
ROSS- SHIRE. 

Most jwrsons who speak of tlxc Higlilamls of Scotland 
are thinking of Perthshire with its Trosachs, Tay- 
mouth, and Dunkeld,or at tho utmost, of luvcmcss-shirc 
and tlio Caledonian Canal, which places they may 
perchance have visited through the help of steamers, 
coaches, and droskies. These are fumitiar districts of 
Great Britain ; hut there arc wilds leyoncl, which fcjw 
penetrate — tlie vast sterile tracts of Wcsten\ Ross and 
Sutherlandshiro. Besides the English sportsmen whoso 
enthusiasm carries them wherever a wing or a flu is to 
I be seen, few know aught of that region beyond what 
they may have learned from a casual and indifferent 
gianco at a map. Yet it is the district in which perhaps 
absolute wildness is the best exemijliflcd in our island. 
M(juiitaiii8 most grand, inlets deeply intersecting tho 
land, lovely lakes, and wide - stretching moorlands, 
mingle to form a haunt, one would think, for only 
the eagle and tlic roe -doer, but which, nevertheless, 
contains a hirgo population of sheep and cattle, ami 
also many human beings ; more of the latter, ind<^) 
than it is desirable to see in sucdi a situation. Tiic 
population, however, is in patches, generally where 
a mountiiiu- skirt of green land is to ho found. In 
niijiiy parts you may wander for a whole day and 
not meet a single person, or see the smoke of a cottage. 

Led by curiosity respecting a point iu physical 
geography, or I might more aptly/ say, superficial 
geology, 1 lately found my way past all tlie usual 
haunts of the Highland tourist. Loch Alsh and I^och 
Carron I had left behimi ns comparatively Lowland and 
southern districts. A mail car brought mo to the head 
of Loch Marec?, and there left me at ttio extremity, ns 
it were, of civilisation ; for it went no farther. Then I 
passed along the border of Loch Marew by 4 rwl only 
made lost year out of tho . ‘ Destitution 3?>iuV 4 
^ Bpleudid lake it is, bonlcred by magnificent stonn- 
C. scalped mountains, the lower regions of which pre- 
^ sented me wdth wdiat 1 felt to bo 
i natural wood of a pietpfes^uo cfeiwter 
seen ; and how admirable a thing is su<jli hat^al wood! 
So harmonious with the sc^icry^ so jtwt Oiiough and 
no mo^ m feathery, # WoW arrmw^l^I never can 
again look on a ‘plantotibn* 

I came to GoirolpcUj whkdt is part bf. tho same range frf 
bcautifhl county; Then to lon(dy viltago 

I wdiere fishing is eifcipd on, where ^ hidden 
I to have.,i:ECOWr^ .toA;hbi^?S:j^^ 

I : My .boat;;ii||^iMre'--^ : 

must not dw8d.;ft|^biv it' was': 

I''. ■■ becalmed ^at/toset orii:tp; 


most of the night In Loch Broom, not reaching Ulla- 
pool till four in the inornihg. 

I was now where 1 had desired to iKi— in the midst of 
a range of mountains which has heretofore oEgaged a 
good deal of the attention ^of geologists, on account of 
the very peculiar circumstances which have evidently 
attended their formation. Erom Quccnaig in Suthcr- 
landshire, south w*ird, to Applecross in Koss-slure — 
a space of seventy or eighty miles — this line of 
mountfiins extends, each standing wholly apart, and 
v(uy much separated also from any eminences in the 
general plateau from which they spring, most of them 
bold and narrow towards the west and iiortb-west, and 
more sloping ijii the opposite direction, and all of tliem 
reaching to a height pf from 2500 to 3500 feet aljovo 
the level of the sea. Now tl»e remarkable fact regarding 
these mountains is, that they are composed of sandstone 
strata, arranged horizoutally, or at a slight inGliiiation 
to the horizon, so that in their sides and ends they bear 
the ^ Titanic masonry, and one could 

almost imagiuc some of them to be enormous cathedrals 
or castles crumbling into ruin. It is perfectly evident 
that they arc the relics of a sheet of n lwi*! is called Die 
Old Red Sandstone, which lias originally extended over 
the same spaire of ground, and all the rest of which Ims 
been swept away. It is accordingly a roaghificently 
significant and rctidily intoUigiblc example of that 
prwiess known by geologists under the term, dcMac?t///6«. 
Tlie hills are hills of dcnmlation, and the intermediate 
spaces are valleys of denudation. Tho most unreflect- 
1 ing pursuer of grouse must he struck by the extra- 
ordinary appearances which arc thus presented to him. 
One such person told me that, on first approaching the 
base of Sool Venn iii Assynt, he could hardly resist tlic 
belief that he saw before jiim a lofty building of regular 
courses of masonry, which hiwl been ei’cetcd by the 
hands of some aboriginal race of giants long passed 
from the earth. Sool Vean rises from a plattbrm of 
giieiss to a height of nearly 2000 feet, and, in its fore- 
shorteuetl form from the w'cst, I can compare it to 
nothing blit an exaggeration of the Eell-Rock Light- 
house, which narrow's from the base to about a third 
part up the sides, then becomes perpendicular, and ends 
in a doific-shaj^d cap. 

' ^ there is a grand example of these 

sandstone mogntaips, bearing name of Benmoro or 
the Great Mbmitain; but as this name is common in the / 
Hightod^ it is distinguished from th^^str^t 

in 4t lies as Behmore'^Coygath.f Mf - 

This m is in a diatriot Which 

CJrtiiuHysl4ii» ifrom the ^ 

t hnt in pl^aieni h w 





iOrovnlDg 

'.over''':e 0 iMn'^^^^ of gray .aad 

;|i||^:rock^ ^ving ^solved 

a carry mo ov^«the six 

|||i||E^'|iit%l^^ li^weett'^ village. and its' base, A 

of .the 

' be ;opon ■■ the' hill,'' and. I ' also 
my^f a couple of biscuits and a small 
;^f B^ts. For my original intention of 
4apt^^i!0ig Wee or four hours pn the hill, and then 
; to XHlapool to a late dinner, this arrangement 

boon su^eient; but I afterwards found 
both a giiido and a larger stock of provisions j 
would have been necessaxy* Leaving the pony and j 
its Attendant at a shepbeid’s house near the base of the , 
hili, 1 commonced ascending at one o*clock, and quiddy 
ove^astered some of the froxl tier ridges, thoogh they 
were soiijj^what more troublcsomo than I had expected. 
Vnule iheltering myself for a ^ nunutes under a rock 
dtim a passing shower,! found myself in close proxinuty 
to a ewe which was standing with a gentle watchfulness 
beside her dead lamb. The little creature liod probably 
fallen cliff and been killed. I 

thought of the beautifhl allusion to such an incident in 
Scott’s poem of / Helvcllyn,’ hut without imagining that 
before night I was to run nigh to repeat in niy own person 
the histoiy^ of the subject of that poem. In the wilder- 
ness such little circumstances evoke sympathies for which 
there appears to be no place amidst the busy haunts of 
men. ^metimes in clambering along these pathless 
highlandsi, wh^e one might almost forget that there is a 
populous world to be returned to, Ilmve been surprised 
at tlie appeal made by even a little wild-flower, when, 
resting for a moment, the wanderer sees such an object 
by Ills side. The wild violet, perhaps, or tlie harc- 
Ml-^ten thousand chances to one against its ever 
beiug seen by hmnan eyes, yet not the less beautiful in 
COiisideTatlon of that sliglit expectancy — ^not the loss 
exemplifying the wondrous skill of the Maker of the 
great and the small. TIio wcU-kuowa lines of Gray 
arc of couMG apt to occur at such a sight j hut I 
mbat confess tlint my predominant ‘foeling is one of 
deep interest in the contemplation of the mechanism 
and business of Ujh gomg on in circumstaucea which 
so strikingly mark its independent place in creation. 
Tho humblest wUd*'^>vC|’ blooms not for manor any 
oth<^ ctUatum ^ primary object: it lives and 
blostomt iop il^clf under tho God who made it. 

On getting to the rear of the mountain, X soon 
a deep vaUey in which 
lay a Wc«Sr and side of which 

was formed by an isdbfcted hill of no marked character. 

I to dcscK^^ hollow^ or corry, as it is 

'iailj^ in tiie Highlands, often indebted for process to 
the rongh heatimr which grew the Sntersticeg of 
acene of utter desolation; yeth^ 

jij0 ^ 

written'. liiltory;.. Curying^ outw^a 
'holhiw;-. throng, $ ‘had- 
'Oflodite 

■'bBiEiuda'''rf^:di^^ bdhg:.ddwn''.ftafe 


had once been so ; imd here wCre the loads of rubbish 
which that glacier Imd depoiSited at Us skirts^fltet 
the outer and kete for a long period its 

litnit, and then for a shorter period the inner and 
sms4U^%^uch curious xnehmrifds of a past state of 
be found in vanous parts of the Highlands ; 
butittey a^^^ 

tJnder the impulse of curiosity I extended xny walk 
round the isolated hill, and then he^n to cross back 
tljrough the voUev, intending to shorten my walk by 
passing ovdl* the ridge of Benmore at one of its lowest 
pointa and so returning to thiE^ atiepherd’s house; But 
I . Imdf now expended a considerable portion of my 
strength, and its renew^ was nbt to be looked for, as by 
this time my stock of provisions 1^ been exhausted. 
^To ascend, therefore, a rough steep ‘corry of about eight 
hundred feet in height was a severe task. With 
dreadflil toil, and after many pauses, I did attain the 
summit, wiion to my surprise, instead of looking down 
the. otlicr side of a ridge as I liod expected, I found 
myself on a table-land of heath aiid moss, over which 
the wind swept with unobstructed keenness. It was. 
like one of those strange transitions effected by magic 
in the * Arabian Kiglits’ Entertainments, ’ and for some 
time I was totally unable to, account for it. At length 
I apprehended tliat Bemnore, instead of being ouo 
I simple ridge, is a triangular piece of table-land with 
two precipitous fronts. I swiftly traversed the upland 
moor, and l>ending towards the left, camo in about half 
an hour to tho brink of what I believed to be the oppo- 
site precipice, although in the scenery below I vainly 
endciivoured to recognise the countiy wliicli I had left at 
mid-day. Witii great difliculty I descended a rough cony 
for four or flve hundred feet, and then became aware that 
I had made a mistake, and was only returning to tho 
valley at the back of the hill. It was now between 
six and tevcu o’clock, and my strength was much dinii- 
nished ; yet as there wtis notliing else to deptmd upon for 
getting home, an exertion must be made. With incre- 
dible pain I reasoended the mountain, and was once more 
upon the table-laiid, the form of which, by tho aid of 
my pocket compass, I now uudei*atoocl. Feeling unfit 
to encounter any more ascents, 1 declined an adjacent 
hollow hi the summit which might have given a 
straighter w'ay home, and walked for about a couple of 
miles along tlie moor iu order to turn tlm flank of the 
mountain; thus at length completing my original 
design. At that i)oint there w^as a splendid look-out 
upon tiie outer ]^rtionB of Loch Broom and its many 
itiands, over which tho sun was beginning to go down ; 
but no habitation met my eye : 1 had stiil the sense of 
being thr fmm human aid and succour. There was in 
view, indee<^, a portion of tho bay beside w'hich I 
remembered the shepherd’s liouae was situated, but it 
was evidently some mites distant; and behold tho 
intervening countiy was composed of huge longitudinal 
hills, only inferior to the mighty Benmore Itself— a 
circiimstonce for wMchT WAS tot^y unprepated, as I 
laSd not thought that these ridgte extended sO far. I 
may hero mention, teat during tho whole day I had 
tievor met or 'caught a gldtepte of tey 
The district is merely a jheefifetelk. Over which it is not 
poBSiblo for even the shepherds to very ftequen 
and I thihk I was told tor some p^ 
none of them had thut day upon the hill. 

1 liow begtok to feel that were of a 

critical hatete» And Mta^nted of yen- 

ttudng alone into such a desert. 

:But for these toe situation 

wis duo weU excite admiratto. I was now 

10U tim tehiB <ff dei^ toe black seamy dpi of 
•tote flhtet stupendous mountain. It 

gray hiU, 

toe stetotee cOtopc^ of Itej^ toeets of 



dSAMBrns’s EBm^ jommt. 


smobtti t6ck, intersperi# with a me&gte reg^ refteshfng fluccours. It is when thtt« forth from 

tatlbti. In tdie d^Btonoe lay and t^e other the sooil^ scono^ and left escpoted to the merciless ' 

mountains of the two libOh Brooms, a scene of energies of physicid natui^, that man 


fain have returned. I^or some time 1 passed along the adventure in an exaggerating spirit; it was, kfitiervl^ 
shecp^trac^s on the fhee of the mountain, descending perhaps, only remarkable as an unnsupd ooomeiK^ 
occasionally fpotn one to another, till at length it tlie life of one accustomed to dwcU amidst the comforts j 
occurred to me that I might fell to surmoimt flie of tlie highest civilisation. But since I am relating it ' 
fhintier UUls, and that it w turn their to ail, I feel that I ought not to suppress some reference 

flanks by keeping near the sea. I tlierefore left the to the solemn feelings which passed through my breast 
front of Bonmore pro^r, and^ crossing tlie sti^am in while running Whet I believed to be a risk of tragical 
the trough or vaUey below, passed obliquely up the death. 

opposite ridge. In due time I came to the extremity The adventure occurring near the summer, solstice, 
near the sea^ but found it appallingly steep and appa^ and in the fifty-eighth parallel of latitude, the sun for- 
1 ‘cntly impassable. I was on the verge of a precipice, innately kept above the horixon till about nine o’clock, 
all but impending over the restless element, which, At a dmerent season of the year, darkness supetvehlng 
even on tliis comparatively calm night, kept up a con- at an earlier hour, I certuinly^ could not have escaped, 
tiuual roar below^ In the state of exhaustion to wliich It was now past nine, and the light was beglnniug to 
I was reduced, and the desperate aspect which the case wane—- an juldition of no small magnitude to my 
was assuming, I fblt for a mouieut that to have Mien anxieties, but* at the same time a stimulus to the jaded 
over these cliffs and been at rest in the bosom of tlie faculties. It was at this time that, casting my ©yes 
deep would have been less of a calamity than such an over tlie gi’ay rocks everywhere surrounding me, a 
event usually appears. At this crisis, however, a ray curious deception of vision for a moment occurred, 
of hope shone forth, for L espied a small footpath IVIethonght I saw two hiiinan figures staiidingmotiQU- 
passiiig along the face of the clill' underneath. Afbot- less on the hill above me. They seemed like a man 
path must load from one hunian haunt to another. In and his wife, and apiieared to gaze calmly down upon 
one direction it would probably take me to the shep- me. It was but for n moment that this appearance 


lienl’s hut. 


buited ; hut it was vivid enough to make me renew my 


By this time it was half-past eight o’clock, and I felt gaze at the spot, to ascertain if there really were any 
an atteuuation and liniguor'not to bo descrilicd. It Uvmg Mugs so near me. In the excited feeling of the 
may here lie explained tliat walking over such a moment, my miml reverted to superstitious tales which 
district is a very difierent kind of exertion from that speak of the spirits of those who may bo presumed to 
of promenading in a street or a country road. From feel the greatest interest in us, making an appearance 
the roughness of the ground, it is necessary to leap, to before us at times of extraordinary peril. On a search- 
edamber, to slide, and thus the whole system is strained ing examination of the spot, it quickly appeared that 
and shaken to a degree wliich in a few hours tells the figures were merely the efibet of some peculiar 
severely upon it. Under such violent exercise, perspi- form and colouring of tlie cliffs. The fooipatli, after ' 
ration streams from the body, and drops from the hair being twice or thrice lost in bogs of fresh vegetation, 
and eyebrows. Having now been in tins state for or over crags whore I failed to mark its course, 
several hours, with a supcra(ldition of excitement arising becanio finally untraeeable, and I had then to move 
from anxiety^ I felt as on the liordcrs of a fever. What as I best could over ground encumbered with largo 
helped to strengthen this impression was the raging blocks and masses of moss, guided only by my general 
thirst wiiicli I exiierienccd. At every one of the nuine- sense of the form of the country. I thought I could not 
rous rills of pure water whidi crossed my patli, I took then be fur from the desired place of rest, hut feared to 
two or three liandtuls, aiid yet the drought was never believe it, knowing how apt a stranger is to he deceived 
ill the least quenched. I recollect at that time collecting in his estimates of a hitherto untrodden district. At 
a few crumbs from my satchell and trying to eat them, length, on succeeding with great difficulty in surmount- 
when it iqipearod as if the salivary glands had been lag a considerable steep, X attained the face of thehUl; 
utterly dried up, for the bolus remained dry and whence I could see the shepherd’s house below. My 
unswallowabio in my moutli until I obtained a little troubles were at an end. I reiichecl the door of that 
water to slake it. humble mimsiou at precisely ten o’clock, Jmving been 

By doubling bank a Utile way— how hard a doubling engaged in violent exercise, without adequate support 
hack appears at siicli a time!— I reached l^ie footpatli, to the system, for fidly nine hours, 
w hich proved one offe’arful difficulty, sometiines passing I found that the man hatl gone homo with the pony 
up little precipices, sometitnes crossing littlq morasses, in despair of my taking that mode of returning ; but 
almost always ascending, for it soon appea3red that the shepherd and his wife proved as ministering angels, 
much high ground was still to he passed over. I was Tliey gave mo food and rest, with every demonstration 
now able to walk only fSorty or fifty yards at a time, of sympathising kindness, and sent me honfe to UUa- 
At the end of every such ^paco, I ley down, or involun* pool next morning greatly recruited, though I did not 
tarily tumbled down oh the heath, an^ reuMned there feel quite recovered for three days. My worthy hostess 
a few hunutes to recover breath and .sirchgth* Twice at' the village had l)o®n in sucli concern for me, tliat she 
or thrice a flash of slee^, as I may call it, passed over was about to have had a sc^ch instithted, when fortu- 


pitir m irtg as to hove Mien completely asleep in sueffi friends in Horth WaleSj I used to jam m tne iaugng 
ciwinjgtoncw votdd . fetal. I the who .were «W,ta ply 

rciiiember reflecting at one o£ 4o*e.lntetval» of wl»t ‘ ^ple« of , 

what value trould ha»« been a hnttle of wine ami a ascenduig ttot ^n^n without a 
bitenit-^how mneh even a bewi of milk would Uaye to tidnk;<hat fliightftd examples are ^ 
been worth I 1 felt too tjhat,^ tf a bottle erf wine lattt^h6d®t. I am alto beginning to 


^ *toin«d, ato impn^^ nature ia a wm^at ' 

would '-Kavo;' been ■'■'kt:; ..otte -^rwight. :■ borders ^of . and- that ■ I: must . 

Somo." Ia^:-'(hdrii6n'^';biw^sl'''e^ itt;., Me ’men^’ and loofe 'mote respect 

ts^ht '^l^y- have- ■■bebn-: ■ 


?;i[feli>lM hftve chabfea lie to n»(*66 wwocting «n agent 
l ^l^ch has powerfully affected thb 

iSl^ervtimpsi^ " . . ^•■^• 


additions heing'f^^ 

m many (^(t» which sejve 

pnfpose bf>^ price of the article ana 

cioaking ihe ighbrance of the manufhctui'er, wlio is not 
unffedtib^y driven to have rcKiouree to them from a 
I dcMenci^^n tewMffe of 

' A , WO'MJJ : ON JPIA NOFOJl F ES,» I px)f Adnicisii6 usd A piano of nuKloratoly crisp toticli is to jj. 

J;:f*WE popular musical instrument j be preibrred^ndt oiie offering no resiftanco to t/jo /ingoi; // 

of which a very respectable I by the use of which n slovenly and ineflecnvo stylo m 

amount of upon it may be attained, j {lecformanc^would he iengendorecl, nor <me on the other 


apd its a^irahie adaptation for nn accompaniment 
to have contributed to render it a 

general fayouri^ It is to be regretted, however* that 
much ighoranco prevails with regard to the constitu- 
tion of a piece of mechanism now so generally to he 
met with in our domestio circles, and that so little 
esution or judgment is exercised in the selection, and 
So little care in the treatment of it. From what wx* 
observe in the houses of our friends and neighbours, or 
wherever we go to cmjoy a musical treat, we sco tliat 
information on, the gubjeet , is almost universally 
wanting, , and that a serious waste of money is con- 
tinually occurring from heedless precipitancy in the 
pmrehaseand 8ubs(^u^^^ neglect in tho treatment of 
pianofortes. With tlie view of obviating those evils, in 
some. <hsgree at least, the following few hicts and sug- 
gestions are submitted to the consideration of all 'whom 
they may concern. 

And first, as to the choice of an instrument for 
ftimily lUSC. There is no question that the grand 
pibnA ^l^h ill regard to durability and power, is nt 
present the. most iierfect form of the jnstrument 
Taking into consideration the actual cost of manu- 
facture, it ought also to lie relatively the cheapest, 
instead of being, as it is, the dearest instniment. 
The high price, with the shamefully enormous profits 
it ihcludeg, is only maintained through the limited 
demand— a demand which is never likely to become 
very general, owing to 'w^ant of space in our dwell- 
ings for the convenient stowage of a mass pre-emi- 
nently tmwieldy and unsightly, notwithstanding all the 
artistic talent that has been put in requisition for its 
bruamentatiou. The upright piano, under which term 
Aiay he included all sim, from tlie tall cabinet to the 
dwarf picfjolo, is fast superseding both the grand^^and 
the square for family use? and in conseciuence of^tbe 
increased demand, more improvements have been made 
ill the manufacture of instruments of this description 
than in any others. I5ut whatever description of instrn- 
mCnt may be chosen, considerable caution is necessary, 
eapecialty if economy is to be kept in view, in making 
the purchase. There are certain well-known names 
which have stood high in the profession for many yeari^ 
kpd if : the intending purchaser liave not sufficient 
ju||i^eut of his own, and no friend uixhi whose judg- 
rely, he caiinot do very wrong in purr 
Ch^ngv o^ long - established iirins, with 

whom it mh-y bb said with some degree of truili, that 
A M instrument exception, and not the rule. 

jSut ; inevitably pay for his 

bwu; eatisfactio the price which Ibc makers set 
i|j^^:thcir reputation, yaluG of the instru- 

*^4^ *hy **<* means the case that all the 
of pianofortes is monopolised 
bpl^ Admirable instruments are daily 

r^ute, quite equid in all 
S^^baable to, those of the most renowii^ 

bq^ht by thow who 
ia® 'A rewuable price* yet ■ 

r ^hiihily uie ahbuld: be eitoi 
iif ; it be constructed 



bughf ■to ■ .be . stronjg! 

to 
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hand that demands a momentum of fivb or six pounds 
per kev to elicit the full force of the note. The praent 
practice of ban^ng upon the key-board with a vigour 
which would astonish a pauper engaged in tho com- 
paratively easy occiq>ation of breaking stones upon the 
|oad, has compelled the manufacturers to protect tlic 
reputation of their Instruments by mechanically dimi- 
nishing, by the operation of various contrivances, the 
moineutum of the liammer which strikes the string. A 
‘ brdlknt finger* is no longer the desideratum with a 
performer it once was; the united force of arms and 
shoulders is brought into play; the rigidly distended 
digits are displayed aloft and dashed dowm upon the 
keys witli a savage fhror altogether out of keeping with 
the sciitiinont of music and snug ; and all the while 
the enthusiastic performer imagines that by the display 
of such antics, ami the cost of so much perspiration, 
he is eliciting tlie fine qualities of his instrument, 
and never dreaming that lus . sui^erfliious labour is 
wasted in overcoming the resistance of so much lead or 
leverage, whicli the manufacturer lias erected ns a 
barrier to his destructive propensities. How far this 
seiiseless system is to be carried there is no saying, or 
whether it will be thought necessary by and by for a 
young lady to go tbrougli a course of gyninnsties as a 
previous qualifleathm for the study of music, or a little 
preparatory exercise at a blacksmith’s anvil, (hie 
thing is certain— the manufacturers have the best of 
the rivalry, and can, if they like, fidapt their pianos to 
llic fisticuffs of an Amazon without the additional cost 
of a single skpence. 

With regard to the tone of the instrument to bo 
selected for purchase, any written instruction would 
be of little service. To lone, in the proper sense of the 
tenn, tlic pianoforte indeed has no claim. In this 
respect an exjierienced ear is tJie best guide ; and tlie 
taste of the purcliaser, wdio should be aware that loud- 
ness is not always the best quality, may influence the 
selection. 

Tbore is one thing yet to be said with regard to the 
purchase of a pianoforte, and that is, that it should be 
mode with the maker Idinseif, or with some well-known 
respectable aiid accredited agent of tho maker. It is 
not generally known that something precisely analogous 
to the copying qf pictures, and palming them off as 
orlgioaU, is (^rried on upon a large static in the manu- 
faetoi'o of clmito so-callcd totond-haiid pianos. 
Copies of ittstrumonts bearing the names of the first- 
rate manufacturers, put by njen out of work, 

or unwilling to w<>rk jpto^^y planted 

about in all directions, as well in the metropolis as in 
other large towns* iSrapcto batters, hosiers, glovers, 
hairdressers, milliners, and a host of others, have pianos 
to sell— ‘ the prop®Jrty of has left town ;* 

and a vast huml^ hf n^ advertise (biily 

in: the : X^ndoa papers, drive a thriving by the 

sale of false and spunous planotec^', made by untaugh t 
hhnglers at the etot pf at 

a :pimfit of cent, per cent, as the sccoud-hand goods 
of ;the most eminent Some of these 

udddlomen in a large toky of business a very 

" ■ ‘i standing, M afi^t ;|^i pretcnsiotis of nm^uestion- 

their . 

tljo.;..end\''of six' . 
nhahM-'/AiTljint' ; bar-' ■ 




the 'Golwitm rathotr to thfe inctamor^ 

pl^bi^ lh the handa^^^ of whom the writer sitw hot 
long of Collard’s ^Pianos for the Peop^^ 

undergoing the process of investiture in a neW gai^ df 
rosewood and carving, preparatory to sale as dds of that 
makerV most finished j)roductions. From such facts 
as t^ese, with which oho wight M a sheet, the reader 
wiJi perceive that bis best protection agmist fraud and 
sophistication is to have recourse at once to the maker 
or his accredited agent for the purchase of a genui.«e 
instrument. 

But supposing the piano wisely selocted^ bought, and 
safely housed at home, the next thing is the question of 
its treatment ; and here the greatest ignorance appears 
practically to prevail. Wherever one goes he sees the 
pinno exposed to o thorough draught, or if not, ex-# 
euiption is the effect of accident rather than of design. 
The worst, and unfortunately the most favourite posi- 
tion, is opposite the fireplace, and in the track of the 
constant draught between the door and windows. 
Every fresh current of moist air carries the cause of 
rust to tlie metal, and through the expansion and con- 
traction consequent upon an ever- varying temperature, 
the strings are never in tunc long together. Again, 
the leather and buffing, by being alternately wet and 
dry, bei^omc hard in the course of time, even when 
not used at all. This is not the worst: through 
the shrinking tliat follows the hardening of the leather, 
a destructive friction ensues, which, in spite of the 
black-lead used to guard against it, wears away the 
substance of the leather at the lower end of the 
* stickers,* or conducting-rods, wliere, in upright iristru- 
incnts, these rest upon the ^hopper,* and a dismal 
sound like the rattling of dry bones is very spc^odily 
tlie consequenee, fonning no very agreeable accom- 
paniment to the performer whenever he fir she sits 
down to play, though it may be inaudible to others at 
a distance. This uncomfortable sound is due to the 
slirinking and wearing away of the leather from frit** 
tioD, in consequence of wliidi the communication is. 
brokeji between the key and tlie hammer wdiich strikes 
the strings — the hopper having to traverse the space 
lost tlirough shrinking and wear, and strikiugthclo’wer 
end of tlie conducting-rod with an audible blow. The 
huning or baize, moreover, upon wliieh the keys rest, 
also shrinks and hardens from the same causes, and 
tlius it frequently happens that an instrument which is 
hardly used at all becomes unfit for use through the 
ignorance or negligence of the owmer. Other injuries 
of a similar nature, ensue from the same causes, which 
it is not necessary to mention here. It is true all this 
would occur in the course of years under the best ma- 
nagement, and even with the best instruments; but 
in careless hands this inevitable deterioraliou will bo 
accomplished in fewer months thjin it would in years 
of prudent care. The best idacc, then, for the piano in 
the parlour or drawing-room is assuredly soitiowhere 
away from the current of air that runs constantly from 
the door to the window. In a recess on either side 
of the fireplace, or against tlio wall fronting the win- 
dows, or in some position the least liable to atmospheric 
currents, is Uie best x^locc, Os well for the instrument as 

for the perforiner. 

An instriiment that Will keep in tune is; however, 
after alb the grand desideratum. This, in tlie present 
statoiff our knowiedj^ on th suljject, ia unatt^nable ; 
although an approach ito something like it ma^ be 
secured by the exetoke of a little care attd pr^ent 
expenditure in the oUiset. All who have paid any 
attention to the phenomena of strained steel wires 
know that thero. is a tendency lit a wire which has long 
been strained to a certain remain at that piMi, 

to return to ib cW if suddenly 

Thus if yob sharper than it 

-■■nii!^ib:ind\kbop it'up;:'0'.thht:p and ■ 


• then" let It 'suddenly down 'tho\'quai^t^'bf it 'wte.:; '' 
again grow torper in iilie course Of hou^^^ 

as ihou^ stririiig to regain its lost 
is d, hin( for of piimos, W 

the wrider has ibllowed repeatedly with 
appears plain enough, il'om the priiudplc hero suggeiiS^? 
that if a piano wcro woJl and regularly tuned for 
year or iiro— say erezy month, or ohener, for the j 
year and a half -it would acquired tendency to remain / 
in tutie, and behave better in that resjiecfc ever after- : 
wards than if no such care were taken. TThis maj' 
appear somewhat fanciful, but it has been shewn by 
experience to be true. Of course this treatment would 
not prevent an instrument from being affiteted by sud- 
den variations of temperature, though it would in ii 
considerable degree modify the eflfccts of such varia- 
tions. Among professional tuners of pianofortes, the 
man who gets through his Work corroctly in* the shortest 
time is generally to be preferred. An ihstninient which 
is long under the operation of tuning is not the likeliest 
to remain long in tune. The liest timers tune Miard,’ 
as it is technically called— that is, with a smart stroke 
upon every key, and drawing the wire at once up to 
the required piteli, making little alteration afterwards. 

It would be well if Lord Stanhope’s x^^hicijde of tuning 
were generally followed, by which the ^ V'olf ’ is equally 
distributed throughout the scale. The result is ex- 
tremely agreeable and xdcasant to the ear, though the 
effect of some music is veiy much altered by it~-tlie 
distinguishing oliaracteristics of tlie several sharp and 
fiat keys being thereby in a great measure done away. 

It is not usual, howiwer, to meet with a tuner who will 
trouble himself with Lord Stanhope’s plan, and stUl 
less so to find one who succeeds in the attempt, if 
induced to make it. * 

It is greatly to be regretted that pianos are as yet 
far loo cx[)eusive for general use among the humbler 
classes. With the present mode of manufacture there 
seems no immediate prosjxjct of improvement in this 
particular. As yet every part of the mechanism, as 
well as the exterior fabric, Is made by hand, and then 
put together by finishers, who work for high wages, 
and tpciid an immense amount of time, pretty mucli at 
their owm discretion, in chipping, shavings ac^justing, 
and regulating, to apparently very little purfiose ; the 
major part of wdiich tedious and expensive ceremony 
might he abolished, at least in the prwluctiqn of 
instruments for popular use, by tlie adoption of a simple 
uniform plan of construction, carried out with the 
pi’ecision which the use of machinery in the fabrication 
of the different parts would ensuro. But the magic 
power of machinery has never yet been brought to 
liear upon this department of manufacture ; and the 
wonder is, seeing that large and princely fortunes are 
annually made through the ^ great and increasing 
demand for these instruments, that such is llio caTO. 
There seems no reason why a pianoforte should not be 
as cheap as a clock. The mechaiiisni of the one ought 
not be more expensive than that of the other; and the 
adjustment and regulation of both are perhaps of about 
equal difficulty. The great cause of the difibronce in 
the cost of the two is doubtless that while the dock is 
made very much by the means of machinery, tJie piano 
is entirely the produce of manual labour. 

In connection with pianofortes, a word or t wo may 
be allowed in regard to the despised old harpsichords, 
thousands of which are yet extant, and aro occa** 
sioufdly offered for sale at prices less than tlicv^lue 
ef the oases tlmt; contain thorn. Let their poSses^oi^ : 
pause heibte they deliver them to be brokim 
is not geherally known that they may ; 

into ciharming instruments at the cost 
and the mteroise of a little Ingchuity labpprj The ■ : 
follb^g extract ftoin thp waiter’s ^ : 

...may be-df'iise'tosome ^ikyi8ess6r';jQ^ ■: 

. posed Cxp^men^5'r;;;;^f j 
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jah old .Haiimr ' 

iii iiiy (suggestion of a 

i||^Ujd;'..'to: convert i't ;if possible Itt^^^'d^'iiusttd'u 

of sjbw TO? 
m the fbllowiDg manUer :— By 
lis ^ a 4^^ sintilat to that 

like that,"worked 
was made' to' revOlve. 
horiatontaHy.''. Thlfl;| 
::.'^ii^;;'';.^iii^ well soaked in resin', dis- ^ 

wine, and tlius gualiHed to act as 
i|^^' ^ a Tiolin- upon the strings. It must he 

two strings 

wiiehf ore' in unison are throughput separated hy 
^ ^id# sp««es than the ote the reverse of what 

is the case with pianofortes. This wide interval gives 
ihcmi for the ^ jacks * to play up and down ; and each 
; jack bdftir ftirnished with a slip of quill on either side, 

; twangs both the strings in uiiison as it rises from the 
pressure of the key. Having cut avray the quills from 
the jacks^ I made a small iurefted ai<^ in the top Of 
eaPh, laige enough to allow of the evolution of a small 
brass whed about the djameter of a pea, and grooved 
: -at the edge for the reception of the silk threml. The 
wheels were turned from a stair-rod by a watchmaker 
for a tidiing charge ; and the axles upon which they 
tntolved were idiort stout needles^ inserted in holes 
iC^foilijr drilled through the centres of the aides of the 
arches. By this contrivance, whenever the jack rose 
by the touch of the dnger on the key, the small wheel 
rose between the strings, and pressed the resined 
thread (revolving hprkontally by the action of the 
treddm) against both the strings, producing a tone 
iwiembiing nothing so much as tliat of the JBolian 
%arp, and capable of increase or diminution by the sole 
pressure of the finger on the key, It answered admir- 
ably for very slow music, but hung fire so much that 
any attempt at a mOderately-rapid passage produced 
nc sound at all. Fpr chants and andante movements 
it was well adapted? and when it passed out of my 
keej^ on my leaving England, it made the tour of the 
irompany a travelling exhibition, where, 
Ihdng played beliind the ctoain, it was the source of 
: no little speculation to the public. It m?y be only 
;t%Ht to m:ention, tliat owing to the string bdhgncce^- 
i farny kept Father tight to insure its revolution, there 
wets constant danger of breaking it by touching too 
maiQr hot^^ a time; but this danger might be 
^obviated at the present moment by the use of an elastic 

0 Stii)^ of Vi^^ spun with cotton or 

A an inatniment would of course be entirely 

ufisidlate to practice, but for persons nd- 

in lifei or for mechanics with joints stiffoned by 
with, but little time for the practice 
of ^ n pleasant and useful com- 

1 little skill IS required io 

■! 
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Betonshire-'^liiige,; situated-on .the- 
riy^ Otter— whkfo, after playing all sorts 
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tliongh she by no means adnshred it; and bep A prqtty 
giA an only chitolt Uiay be 

supposed ihat she was much indulged and petted, Bhe 
was,: her worthy fathor*B darling and delight ; and 

weih dift j&^ affection by her dutiful oondueV 

tod^ to^^dhee: for Mrs Borradaile w^ her stcp^ 
mdilito aud hot more than fifteen years IjUcy's senior. 
It wfU toihis of show and ; do^ratibn that 

Ottertou dotpe OtFod Us flaunting appendages i she 
hiving a waakhess for oyory thing thut seetned to her to 
savour of fitotihtyi aad to unwearied desifo to apptoach 
patriclto us^itoi’ tod Itohbian somnty in |ener4* 

; She hto been tolled to hfr Borr^silo for ten yoars, 
and was still a really UttractiTe womans, tod would have 
been yet more so, had not a inifiemg g4^ and studied 
wnanner, meant to to particH^ariy aasy, detracted from 
her charms. Her little fortune of five hundred pounds 
had been safely lodged at the local bank by Mr Bor- 
radaile, Vhen he made the winsome Nolly Peel his 
second w'ife ; but to hear Nelly talk of ‘ her fortune 
it was under her own especial control and at her abso- 
lute disposal— one wpidd have imagined that twice five 
tliousand at least was in the banlc. However,' Mrs 
Borraduile romanced about ‘my own money *-“and a 
marvellous long way it must have gone certainly to 
procure so many substantial luxuries and comforts of 
all descriptions ; and if Mr Borradaile ever refused to 
gratify any w'him or caprito— which, kind soul! was 
rare indeed — then Mi*s Borradaile Avhimperitigly de- 
clai*ed; Vi t was hard, with her fortune, tliat she could 
not do as she liked.' 

‘ Your fortune, Nolly, my dear I * would lier husband 
good-humouredly exclaim: * why sure it has a won- 
drous i)owor of stretching itself out, or it would have 
all disappeared long ago.' But tlio point was gained, 
and the five hundred pounds contuiued safely deposited 
in its accustomed place; for all Mrs Borradaile’s wants 
were supplied with a liberal liand. 

Bfr Borradaile had made his money in trade— a cir- 
cumstance which his wife could endure no allusion to. 
Her deceased fkther liad been a lieutenant in a march- 
ing regiment, and she once had danced in the same 
room with an earl's daughter I No wonder Mrs Borra- 
daile boasted her aristocratic rcminisconcos I Lucy 
was a patient listener, and If she smiled, it was in a 
kindly way at her stepmother’s foible ; for Lucy had 
learned by heart the blessed lesson of true CJluistian 
chanty, and was alwuiys anxious to hide the bad qujili- 
ties of others under the shadow of their good qualities. 
Nevertheless^ Lucy Borradaile was sorely tried; for she 
had a certain dear Cousin Charles, who was in a mer- 
cantile house in London, and sometimes ran tloAvn lo 
Devon to visit his relatives, and to him, and to his 
cousinly attentions to Lucy, Mrs Borradaile had a 
decided antipathy. ‘ He was of low origin,’ the aspiring 
lady said, * besides bring poor.' 

/ But, my dear,' *'®pll®<l to’ppnuse, * Charles is ray 
nephew, ari^ b tonest- industrious fellow.* 

^ But not a fit husband for your daughter, Mr Borra- 
daile, I |)reSum0,V respototo NoHy, tossing her head. 
Vtoe uught look hitooi', X toould tltok- 
* lYell, well, Nelly, perhaps so,* dubiously answered 
Ito BorTf^too, scriCtch^ Ms bald pafo in an absent 

vj^rhaps so-^bttt Chtoto is a to^ 

Bbrradtoe sti^ letoed fotowds his^n^ ; 

^ .nor., wto ho '.'blind ';to'-.'the ■' ihe 

t^oung - folks.; ' was: ''.rimo ' 'onotuj^^-; ■■ tod ,'Lucy 

’iwto A -decided .toto'|.:::^-.''toe m'^feiunge 'her ^ 

--’A^'.-'X^ .'reasoned .'thus, ' 

'him '8bottt.-0liarto;,.for-'.he' ^ 

'liVton ^'Cbtoto-'-CaW ■.■■-■fo. .'O'tterton 
-and: " 



Btti CM>#8 bore all with smiling good - humour, . 
which oiilv tended to proYoke the My to wilder 

* 1 really wish, my dear Mr Borradaile,’ said his wife 

one when they were alone, Lucy hayiiig gone 

to drink tea at the vicarage—* I really db wl^ for 
Iiucy*s sake, that you would exert yourself, as I am 
so often asking you to do, and write to this niooe of 
yours, the Honourable Mrs Ivor, ask lier to come 
and see you during the summer months, ^en, in 
Xm)habiHty, she would ask agiSn to Ivor 

Lodge, or to B— ^ Squai^e j and consider the immense 
advantages such an Invimtlon would combine— such 
an hitr^uctSon into liigb sodety l Oh dear me ! I 
declare it puts me all in a flutter to think of it.' How, i 
do, my dear, write to the Honourable Mrs Ivor at once. J 
She is your niece, and a deal more worth pajdng attcn- ' 
tion to than that stupid, vulgar Charles Worthin^on.* 

* Charles is neither vulgar nor stupid, Mrs Borra^ 
daile, I beg leave to say,’ relied Mr Bonr^aEe angrily ; 

* and I won't allow Mm to be called so by anybody. 

And as to my niece, whom I have never seen — this 
Honourable Mrs Ivor— if repthrfc spe^s true, she is an 
extravagant, flippant creature, not Worthy to be named 
in a breath witli Charlie — the hoboat, fine lad. Besides, 
you know as well as I do, that if I were fool enough to 
write, she wouldn't take any notice ; for depend upon 
it she 1ms been taught to be ashamed of liaving an 
unde in trade ; for her father's family were as silly as 
tlioy M^ei'c proud.’ i 

* But you are not in trade now, Mr B.,* replied his 

wife } * and I'm sure if the Honourable Mrs Ivor came 
here and saw’ *?««* she was going to say, but 

* Otterton Cottage' >vfls substituted — ‘and saw Otter- 
ton Cottage, she would be delighted with its elegance, 
and not ashamed to claim relationship wdth the owners.' 

* My dear Ndly, you talk like a foolish woman,’ 

said Mr Borradaile peevishly, for he was tired of the 
incessant boring aiiout tins ‘lionourablc' niece. * Best 
assured that Mrs Ivor is far too immersed in her own 
concerns, in gaiety and fashion, to bt^stow a second 
thought on her livonshire relatives or their elegan- 
ces. Why it WMS only the other day tliat you read an 
account in the papers of a magnificent fete she gave at 
Ivor I-(odge ; and how can you be such a goose as to 
suppose she would care about this poor place?' | 

‘ Ay, ay, it’s all vcr>' well, Mr B.,’ persevered the 
la<ly ; ‘ but didn’t I rend soon tiiterwards that report 
said she was in debt and involved? for we didn't doubt 
that “ I,” and the stars after it, signified ** Ivor, -’and she 
a widow too,' 

‘ Well, poor thing, I hope not,' replied Mr Borradaile,* 

* for she has a noble jointuiCj though indeed I fear she 
is a careless one. But I have been told sbe bas a kind 
heart, althonglt nurtured ih a bad school, i>on’t let 
us talk about her any more,* 

But this command, often repeated after such con- 
versations us the foregoing, was never attended to ; and 
Mrs Borradaile contintied to talk of the Honourable Mrs 
Ivor, and to worry her husband on all occasions, until 
at length he began tS give way, and promised tliat if 
slie w'ould bbbavo well to Charlie lie would * think about 
perimng a letter Ms unDmown niece,* He kept Ms 
promisb I tbou^i^ it for many wee^^^ fldgetted 
Mmself atebst ® a fever, but ioooimiilished the beayy 
task dbipatcbed a (pearly-written piisidve 

to the to her 

aime of a to Ottbrtpn 

Cottage whenever she Bked to dpi# acquiunti- 

aned with her motb^a brothdS^^^^^^ Manly, g^ 

letteTj no due e^aM bavO- ^ 

■■ convinded;:.: 'b^evdl^^e' bf ,- the.. 


who hod eloped ftom a 

less dadet of a noble femlly: the yMjnjg;vrlfd d^^ 
survive the Idrth of their child, wldch was; &ken charge i 
of by its fatlier's offended parents in coUi^demtioa 
the baby's desolate state; and 
compelled to Join Ms regiment abroad, Ml a 
soon after to the climate. S 

Her mother’s brother, her only maternal relatlv^,';, 
was not permitted to hold anyinteinDursei^tb JuUade^^^l 
Verc^sucli intercourse would have be©ci contamina- 
tion to tlie De Veres of Vere Hall 1 At an^extremoly 
tender age Julia was espoused to the Honourable Mr 
Ivor -- a wealthy scion of a wealthy race«^ artd found 
herself a rich, young, and well - looking widow ere she 
had completed her twenty-fpurtlvyear^ Bumour bad 
made with her name; and though no disgrace 
attached to it, yet that she was a most flighty and 
extravagant: woman of fasMon there could bo no doubt. 
But then she was an honourable, and a woman of 
fashion! Talismanic words to Mrs Borradaile! To 
be able to speak i^‘our niece the Honourable Mrs Ivor’ 
was the delight of her life ; to be, able to siieak To her 
would be the summit of human felicity! With a 
beating heart she accompanied Mr Borradaile to tlie 
post-office, and witnessed the important letter (koppod 
in its appointed receptacle. 

‘WlienwiU an answer arrive, and what will it be?' 
she mentally ejaculated. ‘ If she does agree to come, 
we must have a new French bedstead in the spare room. 
Ami, let me see, pink silk drapt*ry, relieved by soft 
white muslin, will be the thing; and a toilet-table. to 
mrtch,' And, deep in, cogitation concerning suchlike 
weighty matters, hire Borradaile returned home, in 
unusual silence. 

But many weeks passed over, and the golden grain 
waved, and the mellow fruits were ripe, and still no 
letter came in reply ; but Nolly declared * she did not 
despair.’ Mrs Ivor was doubtless so^much engaged 
that she had not a moment to answer her uncle's eijistle. 

It had been a prolonged ‘season* they know from the 
public i)rint3; but Mrs Ivor would migrate like the 
rest of her close, and why might she not turh her stciw 
towards Devon ? So Mrs Borradaile lived on hope ; anti 
hope in this case, though long deferred, proved more 
substantial than usual. 

A letter was delivered to Mr Borradaile one fine: ; 
moniing when he was at brealefast, sealed with the Ivor 
crest, written in a cramped hand, but couched in plea- 
sant terras, bearing the signature of Julia Ivor. Mrs. 
Borr^idaile was in raptures, for tlie honourable htdy 
dechared that she had long been solicitous of making 
their acquaintance; and concluded by telling her 
* dear uncle,’ that in a week’s time from that day slie 
would bo with them at Otterton Cotta^ and sojourn 
for such a period as her numerous engagements per- 
rnitted. No possibility now, alas! of preparing the 
new Freiicb couch, with its pink silk and white mtiislm , 
draperies! What a bustle and conftiSion prevailed 
I the cottage for tlie next few days I — ^wliat a state of rest- 
I less excitement Mrs Borradaile was in ! * IIow W'ould 
I Mrs Ivor come ? Of course in a travelling chwriot-and- 
I four I Where were they te accotumodate her retinue ? 
How were they to amuse tlie gay lady ?’ 

The momentous time arrived, and te the astonishment 
I of everybody the groat lady not only ■ was punctnal, 

I but made her appearance in a humble hired cliariot and, ^ 
f pair, without even a female attendant. Yet to makfe; i J 
amends for iMs aj^arent want of state, her 1 :■ ■ ; 

1 equipE^litB were extremely dazalMg — bright cofeitirs^ j 
jewels, arbopitig feathers^ and satin sheen, not 
quite M keeping with Ibfi feded teliicle frw^ ^ : 

■ jOigbted.'^ ■ $he wm a tall,/siight. woman, -.. I:;: 

feature^ and a pa^ 

Mqtnsitive ■ avidity, waiMered\:.‘^M^i;;tJ^^ 
'uferywlieiei^'mics^aringlyiVv ■. 

^ of: a:''; 
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flulfpr ot Mtn-r and fftnweea, aad n ourtaying ml a / help her out oFlimdiOcuitios, Mr Ji., hy careAil coumpI 
•ijftuclilflrinjr, wlnVIi JM'ir/iynl the r^nieih* cniodou; hot / mi tjio loan of « My ^unda or io. 

viittt Mrs Dnrnuitailo tctriiiccl ^ li in’ll -hrcd 1 * Jufty poiiudu ! <*rio(i JMt Uornulfiilt? j t wish fifty 


wiicn, Mrs liorrodtdlc termed * hiffli-iircd 

nont'iinirtnoe,' site threw hcrsolf oii a w>fli, applyiui^ 
«ceiit*lK>ttle to hOT nose, U was m ith an air ot di^jiJay 
anfl affl*cttttlon vhieh ill iissorted with the affhottonaio 
ohscuiulpusiioss of her manner. 

< Heally/ whined the hanounible j^uett, * that terrible 
epnveyimoe has julUHl me to death, so unaconbtomed am 
I to that Style of travelUn".’ 

^Tfioh^hy did you travel so, my dear?* bluntly 
doirtandi»<rMr llorradaile, who was re^icarding his nicnie 
witli a puz/,lod look, whieli she did not apxiear quite 
to relish. 

* Wliy, you BOO, my dear sir,* replksl the lady in soft 
pnlrouhina tones, <1 thought it mi^rht inconvenience 
ytiu hiul I brought a carriage or fiervants. So I deter 
mintsl to come in a homely, quiet way, and not to 
disturb youT routine of chnnuitig cottage-Hlb,* 

*1 am sure it h very kind of you to come at all, 
said Mrs Borrndaile, with eager attention uiishawUng 
her guest, and frowning at her hu^band to be silent. 
Ihit 3Vlt‘r Borradailo was not aUniys to he silcnct^d 
e\en by Nelly, so he sturdily answered his fine lady 
niece in his oan lioiK'st fashion, 

* As to your incsmveniencing us, that is out of the 
question, my dear, for there is carriage room and 
stabling for more than you would hnv<‘ brought li,id 
yon studied your own comfort ever so much. But 
you’ll know hotter another time. And now, tell ni(‘ 
w'ho you lire considered to resemble, for your ixKir 
mother, my sister Bess, had blue eyes, and -and— 1 *m 
afeiireil you will think your old uncle the tradeanian a 
vulgar fellow, and lit only for going buck to his shoi), 
when ho says that you ait^ a hcZ/c bit older hnikiiig 
than he expecteil to set' you ! * 

llie Honourable Mrs Ivor appeared mui'h sliocked 
by this rude sjH'ech, and her face was biiffused w ilh 
scarlet, as she answered (|ui<'kly : * Tiio life I Inne le<l, 
uncle, accounts for it ; oiu' of the fashionable worhl 
must not bo judged beside fVesli blooming rustic dam> 
sols.’ Here slie looked admiringly at Mrs B(»rradaiio 
and Lucy', adding: ‘Your natural rouge would be 
coveted by my benuliful though pallid friend tlie 
Huchess of 0 .’ 

^i'his >vns the climav: here was the friend of the 

Duchess of (3 lieing bored by J'eter Bomuluile, 

and jH'rhnps disgusted ,at the lirsl oii-H*t ! 

‘you do make ‘•iidi odd spoceUos Mr Borrad.iik,' 
Said Nelly <lcj)recatiij-dy. ‘ Ti ly excuse him, madam * 
this to Mrs Ivor -‘he often says quite as homely 
things to me.' 

Do call me Julia,’ minced the ri'clining la<ly. * My 
Udoved friend, Lady Annabel, always does; and you 
knmr, besides, I am your nici'c.’ And fiom that time 
forward the most aniieable footing of intimacy existed 
between tile two ladies, increasing daily as they' knew 
mori' of each other. Mrs Borradaile was ‘aunt,* and 
the llonoimible Mrs Ivor was ‘Julia;’ but Julia did 
not take to Lucy, and she wliispercd in eoiifldeiice to 
* dear aunt,’ that Cousin Lucy was ‘ decidedly plelHuan.' 
Now Julia’s little prying black eyes never seemed to 
like mooting the open trutbftil gaze of sweet Lucy Bor* 
raduile: I^uey was so quiet, unobtrusive, and at the 
sumo time so solf-iKJSsesscd, that it was impossible for 
a/Tectatioo or iiniH'rtinenee to make way with her. 
And iho imi^rtiucnce oiul ailbc'tatiCHi of the Honoumblo 
Mrs Ivor bimmis more conspkmpns each day and hour 
she passed at Ott^rtou ; and ere she Itud bc'cn their 
guest a week, hysterical aflbctkMis much disturlicd tho 
equanimity of Mr XloitOdiUle, particularly as Julia 
liegau to hint about 4U * unxious luid harrowed mind,* < 

! Voot, clear lovul* whlmpersd Mrs Borradailo to her { 
Mid man, ‘she has heoa so ostravf gant ; bat sht' has 
WcH olcgant tasto and fine disetiimuatiou that we 
tnip>t look over such unimpoHaait matters* We must 


may do ; she lias askinl mo for a deal more than tliat 
already,’ 

*Noi Has she though?’ repiied Nolly with an 
expressive biiniier, ‘ Boor, dear love ! she tolls mo her 
villa is the mo«>t unique Hung in the world, gnd I am 

to stay there at ChrUtmas, and tho Duchess of 0 , 

^nd Lady Aunahtd too. She means of course to include 
you, Jklr BP, and Lucy in tho invitation; but we must 
do our Ix^st to cheer licr up ere she leaves us.’ 

Aift tho best vras done to cheer up tlie tixiublcsome 
lino lady ere she dcpai ted on her travels, which in three 
wct‘ks>from the date of her arrival she deplored it was 
her ‘ hanl destiny to do.* Tliis announcement, however, 
seemed to have Iwen liostenod by the arrival of Chiules 
Worthington, who found still less favour in tho eyes of 
Mrs Ivor than in those of Nelly herbolf. After hi‘» 
appearance the honourable dame l)et*amo tnore and 
more restless; tjll after being elosctCKl for some turn 
with Mr Borradaile, she informed the circle generally 
of her determination to* quit ‘ iH'autilhl Ottertou * tlu 
no\t day. Charles and Lucy exchanged smiling glam 
as Mis Ivor Ix'u ailed ‘her doom ;’ she ‘ so adored tlio 
country,' and * was so supremely Ivippy with them ’ 
‘Well, my clear, then you must come again,* •-.ud Mi 
Borradaile m the simplicity mid kindness of his hom -t 
he.nrt ; • oiul don’t jiay us such a short visit— vou kmm 
that Devon is a fine place to economibc in.’ 'J'liib was 
said in a significant voici*, meant to ho vei^ cxpiesbhe. 

‘All, my dear, excelJent uncle!’ said the ladv ; ‘you 
are all coming to mo at Ivor Lodge to }mss (Hiiist 
mas; my dearcht cronies, the DucIkss of (‘ — and 
Taidy Amnilnd, uro to lie of our jiarty. Yon, tfw), Mi 
C’harloh, I shall Ik* happy to sec with your relalnes,’ 
C'liark‘s bowed gra>ely, and thanked the honourahk* 
dame for her invitation. 

Mr BorradaiJe was (vidoitly relieved when his nkce 
departed; and although (’liarjeh and Lney iittend not 
a word against the ahstut, jet they too ohviouslj tim w 
off an irksome resinmt which it had been impos.dik 
to divest tin inflelv'(*s of in tlie i)n*Bem'e of their lull* 
gm*st. Mrs Uonaduk* also w'as bupreimlj Iiapjij , 
tlic Iloiiourable Julia was her ‘Iwdoved nioM .lidm 
liad presented Iivt, loo, with ii pay brooch, iiiiJ tin 
anticipation of tlu* coming (’hristmas wms an Klysiaii 
dream ! 

But when the festive season apjiroaehed, and no 
tUliiigs weie heard of kfis Ivor, dtsjnt<< her promise* j 
to her ‘dear aunt* of corresiKmdmg regularly— l lien I 
did Mrs Borr.idnlle wax wroth, and beeoiiw^ hogetj i 
exceedingly, to the manifest discomfort of her wortiiy 
husband. 

‘Why don’t yon write to Julia yourself, Mrs B ?’ 
bojd he: ‘that would U* the shortest way of settling 
ihlngs; ami tell her /you don’t forgot her imitation to 
cat roobt beef and jdum-puddlng.’ 

‘Upon my wowl, Mr B.,’ responded his bponse, 
biightenlng up, ‘that is not a bad idea of youH— 
though T hlian't be so vulgar as to name roast beef and 
plum»pudding ! ’ 

Mr Borradaile, w bo was endeavouring to got through 
tin* nowspaiK'r, heit» made a sudden exclamation as hi)» 
eye caught a paragraph which ho pointwl out to lus wife, 
saying at the bamo time : ‘ This a(*eounts for my niece’s 
silence, mid 1 think you had bettor wiito to her at om e, 
Nelly. She didn’t mention, when site quitted us, that 
it was her inUmlion to sojourn in Paris— that sink of 

extmvaganee-*orl doiv’t think I should ' But here 

Mr Borradailo elioekcd hhnsclf, aud again applied vigo- 
rously to the paper, 

Tho panigraph alliwled to was merely a statement, 
mider the head of fasiiimiahlo intelligence, of ih' 
Ifononraide Mrs Ivor's return, after a 
joum In the Frem*h capital, and bur iutentioa of enter* 
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1 1 taining a disfinffuisbod party of fnonds at Ivor Lodgo 
/ during the ensuing CIiristmHB. 

I ‘Dear Julia ! no wonder she forgot to write in dear 
delightful I can i»erf«itly oxcuso lierT And 

Nelly forthwitii sat down and penned a neat and affho- 
tionate billet to her ‘ dear niece/ reminding her of the 
nearness of the liappy time when they were to have 
the felicity of paying lier a visit, and in a postscript, 
delicaielv alluding to a little matter of businesB between 
tlio two ladies. 

What was Mrs Borradaile's rage and nlbrtifloatioii, 
Mr Borradailc’s surprise, and Lucy's sympathising con- 
cern, onyi few carelessly scrawled lines fh)m** Julia 
Ivor * l>t*ing reeoivo<l through the post, cneloiing poor 
Nelly's note, and politely regretting that she had oiKmed 
a misbivo evidently designed for sumo one else, but 
which bhe now hastened to return, 

* Tliis is not my cousin Julia’s writing,’ said Lucy, 
cvaininiiig the letter; ‘she wrote a curious, round, 
eranipc'd liaiul, ns if slowly and with some dilliculty ; 
but tills is daslied olT in true putneiun style.* 
‘Nevertheless, Lucy, it Is flora Mrs Ivor, sealed with 
her seal, and datcnl Ivor Lodge— there is no iiiistake! 
The impudent minx ! —wliat can she mean ? Does she 
mean to cut us S' ' 

‘ ('ut UH? nonsense, Mrs B.,* exclaimed her husband. 

‘ 'J'Jjorc* is Bonn* queer mistake, depend ui)on it. Why, 
how can >on suppose she would cut ns, ns you term it, 
mIicu she is in my debt a good five liuiKlred pound**, 
wliicli she vh('tMlU‘d me out of, to help, sIk* said, to free 
her from some pressing difflciiUies?* 

‘ Fhe hundred pounds from yew, ISfr J5.!’ cried Nelly 
in diMiiii} ; •• imiKJbbilde, she never dared do such a thing.* 
‘Dure or not, Mrs B., bhe got it, and 1 wibh J may 
get it,' replied Mr Borradaite sighing. 

‘Oh tlie cunning jade!* sercamed Mrs Borr.idaile; 

‘ slH*'b got my fne liundred too! 1 drew it out of the 
hank for lu‘r, and she failhfully promised to pay me 
hi'fore dinstmas, and gave me this hrowh as a pledgt*. 
J*ll keep iter secret no longer —Jier debt of honour 

indc(‘d, to the Duchess of C Inch my furtuue went 

to pi^ ! Mistake or no mUtako, I’ll have my money 
haik. if 1 set off for Ivor Lixlge, and face Miwiiun Ivor 
m;vs( HI* 

‘Be pacified, B,,* said her spouse gravely, for he 
MMs coiibiderahly staggered by wliat his wife had un- 
folded; ‘yon should not have gi%«n so large a sum, 
ev* n to iny iiii'eo, without consulting me, and it was 
wrong of her to play upon your weakness, and borrow 
it. But no doubt all will be right, and wv must clear 
up this strange mistake. You remeuiher Juli.i asking 
('harles to visit her at (’h^i^tnlas• 1 shall write to him 
at once, mentioning what iins happemsl, and mtnest 
liim to call at Rudimond, see Julia, and clear it up.' 

‘ WJint a eupilnlphm, papa !’ criwl Lucy : ‘there is 
notiiing llh(* going to wmk in a straightforward, plain 
way.’ 

‘ 1 w'ish every lady thought so, my darling,’ replied 
her f.ilher. ‘ Your mother ahd 1 would l>e riclier by a 
thousand just now.* 

‘Jail Mr B,, do you think the money isn't safe?* 
orie<l Nelly. ^ ‘ She is your nicee, you know ; not mine, 
thank gotglnessl* 

Mr Borradaile was o wise man, and he never reeri- 
minatcil ; so lie only gave a sly smile, w Inch, liowover, 
said a groat deal, but held his poace. 

(’’havlea Worthington, after a slight delay, answered 
his mtcle’s letter iu person. ‘ Well, Charles,* was the 
erq>er greeting, * have you been to Richmond ?* 

‘ Yes,* wtis the qwiqt n>ply. 

‘ And have you soen Julia Iror ?* 

‘ Yes,* in tlie same tone. 

‘ Well ; and what docs sho sAy for herself?* 

‘ Kho says tlmt sho is very sorry foi you.’ 

‘Sorry I— .what the deuce is she soriy about? Is 
site a bankrupt, Charles ?* 


‘No, sir,* said Charles smiling; ftom that, I 
j should think/ 

f *Thon what is she sorry shout — and what is all 
this ? Do explain at once, and in ihw wordfi, ^ I see 
platnlyHherc is sometliing wrong.* 

* There is, indeed, my dear uncle ; and you have been 
moat shamefully robbed.* 

‘Itobbedl* exclaimed Mr and Mrs Borradaile In 
chonis-n-‘ robbed ! ' 

‘ Yes, I fear so. To make a painful matter short, let 
me tell you that your niece, Mrs Ivor, is quite incapable 
of such pToc'eodings as the false Mrs Ivor was vo 
successful in. The fine lady whom 3 'ou ontertaiuod 
here was no less n personage than I’ewOopi* Smith, the 
handmaiden of the real lionourahlo lady, who is a 
charming personage despite her foibles ; for she severely 
hlaraes herself for the careless habits which afibrded 
sucli opportunities for the clever but evil- disposed 
Beil to carry out her knavish projeets.' Charles then 
went on to say, that Mrs Ivor frequently desired 
I’eiielopc Smith to opc^n her letters, and bum those 
which w't‘re of no interest or consequence; in aliort, 
J’en was her idle lady’s right hgud. But Ven was 
found out in an intimacy witii a notorious swindler, 
and Mrs Ivor tlireateiKHl to disclnirge h(*r if she did not 
immediately give up so disreputable a suitor. After 
some (lemur, l*on promised to do so; but this was 
merely a subterfuge* ; for to lier mibtress's surjirise 
she suddenly notified her intention of quitting Mrs 
Ivor's service, just as the latter was on tJio eve of 
setting off lor the continent. Mrs Ivor w^as very tmgry 
and aimoycHJ, but bhe comforted herself with tho re- 
fiiction that in I'aiis blic could easily im^eure an 
abigail less faitlilcbS and quite ns exi>crt us Miss Pen, 
Bo renelojK.* Smith wim inbtautly dismissed, and Mrs 
Ivor had since heard that bhe hiul gone oil’ to American 
with the vagabond, at whose instigation, doubtless, slu' 
Imd played off licr impudent trick ou th<' UorradnHes, 
suggested to lur fertile imaginaliou on reoiling Mr 
Borradaile'h cpibtl(‘ to iiis nnknowm niece, ami also 
from ]KTlKips having heard rumours of Mrs Ivor's 
maternal descent, thus eorrolKmiting Mr Borrodaile's 
oxprosbious of their being btrungers, yet such near kin. | 

‘'riie name of Borradaile is oiu*,’ said Mrs I\or | 
to (’ljarU‘S, ‘ whi(di iins haunted me in dreams ns a dim 
memory of childliood.* 

* Yet you were not aware that it w as your dweased 
mother's maiden name,’ reiilied Charles. 

The ludy's face daikened as she spoke with a sigh; 

‘ I have always feared to a.sk aught coiutTiilng tliat 
dear jiarimt; for 1 was always forbidden, in n thrt.*ateii- 
ing and my-tcrious manner, bo much ns to allude to my 
mother or lier family.' 

‘ She was, liowover, the bister of a good man and an 
upright,' replied ('harlcb warmly; ‘and the fault of 
an early and thoughtless marriage is llie only one you 
have to blush for when your meiher is named.’ Hen* 
(’hai'les ceawMl, for Mrs Dor was wi‘cping and much 
afTceled ; but ere he quilted Iut a full ex}jlanation of 
past cireumstanees ensued, wluui bhe evpri'ssed an 
earnest desire to know lu'r maternal uncle and (kuisin 
Jaicy. * Moreover,’ said t’harles, ‘ she entreats you all 
to keep }our appointment with the “ Jlommrable Mrs 
Ivor,” your humble servant K*ing included in this 
ival mid hospitable invitation.* 

‘And my five hundred pounds,* cried Mrs Borrad.iilo 
— ‘ am I never to see that again ? * 

‘ I fear not, luodaiu/ reidled Cliarles with a comically 
serious flu*c. , , ^ 

* Well, then, I’ll have nothing to do with £no ladio$, 
real or pretended, any more. Not I, indeed 1 I*U be 
bound the mistress is as bad as the maid, and she 'll 
be borrowing our cash by and by. No, no; l*ve had 
enough of hunouraUiS-^nd my own fortune gone for 
everl* 

‘ My dear Nelly,* said her husband kindly, ‘ I would 
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c^mf^Dly JiAv« iwid iloim five Imudrtifi pounds to euro 
;^u of that Utdo besetting woaiciiosb- a love of fine 
iblks^ So never mind ; vOu shall bo as rich as over ; and 
1*11 rotom into the banh ytmr whole * fortune * in your 
own name. As to my shsso of the loss 1 don\ regret 
Itk if it gives me such aniooe as Charlie hero deg^Tibcs. 
Well keep our merry Christmas, however, at Ottorton 
among oujf own pw^le and our own poor ; although 1 
think it just possible that Julia Ivor maybe induced to 
join tts early in the spring. What say you, Charlie, 
my lad 

Charles laughed, and sweet Jjuoy blushed, and Mr 
Borrodaile was immensely facetious ; but the why or 
whorc’fore was not explained, and N»*lly said it was 
* very odd to jest wlien a thousand pounds had been 
mgiio olTwith.* 

But many serious words are spoken in jest; for 
with early spring came the real Mrs Ivor, to present 
at Hie celebration of Lucy’s nuptials with Charles 
Worthington, and looking almost us pretty as the fair 
bride. Kre she quitted Ottorton. Julia had succeeded 
in reeonciling Mrs Borradaile to one fashionable lawly 
at least, and in making ITm le Borradaile promise to 
bring Nelly with him on a long summer visit to Ivor 

Lodge, not to meet the Duclices of C and liOdy 

AuUabol, but personages of far moie iinportaiu'c to 
thorn all — even Mr and Mrs Charles Worthington. 


ATMOSVIIKniC WAVES. 

The term atmospheric waves is one which of late 
> 0 ar 8 has not unfrcquently appeared in print in tho 
re})Drts of the British Association and other scientidc 
publications, without, however, convoying to the minds 
of the majority of readers other than a vague notion of 
its import. Tlie phenomena which it iudicaics are 
neveriheloBb of a singularly inh'rcsling character, 
giving us, in what is as yet known of than, an insight 
to some of the movements of the great atrial ocean 
which surrounds us. 

One of the facts revealed to us by the barometer is, 
that the pressure of the atmosplierc is undergoing 
continual modilleations, now lising to r maximum, 
then descending to n miuimiim, at longer or shorter 
intervals. The luaximum of pressure has l)ceu found 
by experionco not confined to any special locality, but 
manifested over a wide region at one and the some 
time, forming, as it wue, a continnous line, sometimes 
of great len^h. ISxtended observation bus shewn that 
the readings of a barometer at one station are inti- 
nmtoly related to similar readings <it another, and all 
subordinated to some groat natural law, the operation 
of which is not yet made out with ccitaiuty. Its 
manifestation is seen in Hie elevation and depression of 
tho mercury : for example, at tho most westerly of a 
ierien of etatkms the barometer may indicate a maxi- 
iwim of pressure I it passes over amf is abborl^ed at tho 
next in order; and so on se/iutim until it has been traced 
at the ivhole number. 

According to Trofes^or Dove, the north and south 
mW currents being converted into south-west in the 
one hemimhore and north-west in the other, by the 
rotation of the cartli, those directions would pro- 
bably be fbuiid to aj^ply to the barometric movements. 
But imothor set of corrents has been detoctcHl os 
acting directly at right anglca to the fbrnuT, and 
the opntipued eiOSftng and interfbrmtee of the one 
with the other may bo regarded as a cause of the 
impaiont GOixi|ileid& of metcoxologioal phenomena. 
A distincHon, toev is to bo made in tlm uliaracter of 
Vri^ : some are winds Of * translation,' others .of 
^eimlhM^ioii,* and wiB hear a comparison with 'oceanic 
ensmts and tide streams.*' The first axe monsoons 
ana trade-winds ; the last as Bir J. liereehel observes, 

^ teka thete dm in local and temimrufy 


over great areas Bimultaneously, the principal no doubt 
depending on tho prevalence of cloua or clear sky, rain 
or dryness over great tracts for several days or weeks 
in succession. But once proiluccd, and an extcnHve 
atmospheric undulation onoo propagated, a wind or 
system of winds dependent on such undulation neccs- 
snxfly odsos also.* 

H^rosenting tho maximum pressure at different 
stations, as al^ve obsen^d, by a line, it is found to 
have an advancing movc^meut, caused, there is reason 
to believe, by an undulation, and so similar to the 
movements of the waters of Hie ocean, that the term 
atms^cric wave has been applied as most exprosKivo 
of tho peculiar action and effect. With maxima ibr 
wnvc-crests, and minima for troughs or hollows, we may 
jithns ascertain tlie extent and duration of a wav*'; 
taking care, how'ever, not to confound the moxcinciit 
with that of tho wind. TIic advancing fopn, it must 
lie remembered, is associated with a molecular mo\o- 
ment — the former indicated by the barometer, the latter 
duo to the wind. 

The inquiries hitherto made into this ini cresting 
branch of natural science, and first set on foot tunity 
years ago, are mainly due to the British AssixiiUion. 
Ho actively were they at first taken up, Hut by the 
year ISJt there were more than seventy sMtions of 
obhorvation, embracing XDuropo from north to sontli, 
with an outlier or two in Asia. A large nia^s of 
observations was speedily collected, involving so seven* 
an amount of labour in their rc<luction and discussion 
as to cause most of tho observers to shrink ftoin the 
task of further research. The papers by Mr Birl, 
published for bcvornl consecutive years in the reports 
j of tho British Association, cont.iin the sum of miicli 
’ that has been done in this and other countries; while 
‘ those by M. Quotelot, secretary of the Ae.i Icniy of 
SclenccB at Brii8.sels, comprise a series of highly > ilu- 
able results and suggestions. 

Hiarting with the obseniitions of 1S35, ^Ir Biit 
shews that the hollow or trough of on atniosplmit 
wave was vertical over Brussels at three a.m. on oik of 
•the K‘cordcd days, anl over lA>ndon at elcn^ n a m. on » 
same day, having Ikku eight hours travelling w'cstuh 
from one to the other, at a rate of nearly ihiitcf n mil 
an hour. For want of oth(*r stathn* lx»yond the Uo 
tttremities, it was not possible at tliat time to deter- 
niiiie tho lenpth of the wave. Afterwards a line tnu 
from Markree in Irol.ind, passing through liomUm, 
Brussels, and Genova, to Gibrultar, showed a ninrk<*(l 
progressive nlationship among them. It was ohson od, 
however, that at times ^he Irish ouive separatt*d itself 
from the general law, as thougfi disturb(*d by souv 
cross wave; ot others a sudden rise or ‘dislocxition ’ 
apiK'nrod at Gibraltar, assignable, as was supposed, to 
llie ‘ immense radiaUou * of the African continent. In 
Decoiul^r of tho same year, so regular and systenmlic 
was the rUe of the mercury along this lino of stations, 
that, in Sir J. Herschers words, ‘ to take in an effoet 
of tills nature, wc must enlarge our conception of an 
atmospheric wave till it approaches in some degree, in 
the extent of its swcq> and the majestic regularity of 
its progress, to those of tho tide-wa\es of the ocean.* 

A correspoudcncc has also bcou nottol between 
Oxford and Loudon, Geneva and Turin, Cadiz mid 
Gibraltar. On one of tho days lu September ' a pt*r- 
fecily W(*ll-xnarked and definite atuiCSpluirio wave passcnl 
over the Britisli isles mid the west of Buro^, the on 
of the w^ave having a direction nearly N.N.K. and 
S. S. W., and its progress being frwn W.N. W. to E. S, K. 
The Imlf-brcadth of tho wave, whicli occupied twenty- 
six hours in its passage, covered a space eactending frona 
Oxibrd in a direction |H3ip(mdiculiir to that of the west, 
to a point not far from Halle in Wirtemberg» which 
gives, by rough meosurement on a about 540 
mUcs, and a v^ooiiy of about 31 miles per hour.* 

Tlie gencria results obtained from tho discussion of 
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the o^ipyations at were the fevizig tfac^ itow a mectin^-peint for the 

f dtsti^ bwpxhetrie Vaveit of many hundtedA of : id^e 9 ^ 

in hrei^i^' O^ ertent of Earope—that ia to are fouhci to trarerse the ^at p]Uihe of the^ 

say, at ieaet Oyer an area haTiiig W in li^iaxid, Pekin to ^ertdiinsk mtISi marked xe^iarity.^^ 

C>dit in Bpain^ ^arma in Italy, and l^m worth nowse, that althottjj|h no close or cTident 

;^stria ^ its aa^n^r points. I9ot only tlie breadth, ezdsts aznon^ these localities, there are yet 
but tlie dil^otion of the front, and the Telocity: of pro* resemblilnce ; for on counting, the maxima mia niinii^'^ 
grow of such waves,, were clearly made out.* of miy two curves for three months, there if fbuhd 

1886 a wave presented itself wh^h was nearly always the same number. Parmip-and Pekin, 1 
from nine to ten hours in passing ftom l^kree tn so Widely soparat^^^ shew a remarkable similarity bn 


Hahfax in Nova Scotia-*- a b^g compared. > 

obsorvations on both Mdes the Atlantic. A comp^son As though to render the analogy with tide waves of 
of the Greenwich observations for 1840*41 with those the ocean more complete, certain * nodal points ’have 
made at Toronto in the same period, shewed tliat a been ascertained, round which the atmospheric waves 
general rosemblanca existed between the two; at each' and the winds revolve. After long-cUntinucd obsorva* 
place the mtaeury had risen above tliirty inches in ition of the barometer at Brussels, the steadiness and 
every montlL So clearly was tlio result established, gradual changtvin tlio height of the mercury, that city 
tliat by taking a nuiximum of the one it was possible lias been found to bo a no«ie. Green wich is also a node, 
to prodieate the maximum of the otlier at an interval as regards tlie wind, for there, as stated by Mr Airy, 
of a few days, tiie difference of time being the time the vane Vmakes five revolutions per annum in one 
required for tlie passage of tlm wave. It farther ap- uniform direction.’ On the other haml, I^kiinbUrgh is 
pears, on strict examination of the readings obtained at conspicuous * for inequalities and abrupt fluctuations j- 
Greenwich, that * twice in each mouth the barometer Turin is affoctcil by the nearness of the Alps ; ^ Cadi*, . 
passes a maximum above, or but very slightly depressed Gibraltar, and Tangier ai'e subject to an anomalous rise; 


below tliirty inches/ but more usually above.* 


and fall of the mercury between midnight and sunrise, 


The interval between tiic occurrence and recurrence which interferes with and often counteracts and over- 
of the highest iind lowest readings is occasionally pro- comes the regular tendency to depression in that 
traded beyond what at drst siglit may npiKjar to be the interval— a peculiarity which is probably owing to the 
regular period. Tlius betiveen the January and Feb- proximity of the great radiating surface of the African 
ruary minima of 1841, 80 days transpired; and 31 days desert®.' 

16 hours between the September and October maxima llie troughs of the waves represent parallel lilies of 
of tlie same year. Assuming that the maxima are least pressure; consequently in them tlic moleciiliif 
crests of waves, ^sixteen waves traversed England, movement is strongest, and a lateral movement is 
having a mean interval between their crests of 14 da 3 's induced towards them. The wind would be compora- 
5 hours,’ ill the seven months between February and tivcly feeble at the crest, and by the passage of the 
October. In all of these a certain symmetry is appa- crest over any given place the current of the foremost 
rent, and by a little scrutiny the typo or normal wave trough would be replaced by that of the hindmost, and 
for dlflbrent countries, or dUTcrcht localities in the same in this way is explained the calm whicli occurs, and the 
country, may be found. AVherc irregularities occur, sudden reversal of wind during the passing of an atmo- 
they arc chiefly due to geograi>hieal position ; the more spheric wave, and the fact that tiio force of the wind ! 
tlie surface of a country k broken up by hills or moun- increases as the dcciier hollow of the wave advances, 
tains the leas of luiiformity ivill tliere be in the atmo- Among the phenomena under notice there is one 
spheric currents. Besides which, any one system of singularly remarkable — ^that known as the great No- 
waves is exposed to interference from different systems, vember ivave. From some ca use as yet unexi>lamed, a 
or other physical cause®. It is obvious that trustworthy marked symmotrical wave occurs in this particular 
facts can only eliminated by attention to these dis- month year after year. In November 1842 a ware waa 
turbing causes. A few data, types for given localities,’ fifteen daj^s in passing over London, the transit of the 
and lines of greatest symmetry, have altemly been crest occurred on tlie 18th; in 1848 it was on the 14th, 
estabUshod, In November 1842, one of the latter ex- and almost identical in contour with tliat of the former 
tcndwl from Dublin to BinningWm, Brussels, and year. It came earlier — October 27 — ^in 1844 ; and in 
Munich, lu 1845 its course was along tlie southern 1845 again on November 14th; in 1846 on the 8tb, hut 
shores of liftgland. with some deviation from wliat had been before observed 

With regard to tlie direction of waves, tins is deduced —the curve, though of the average lengtli, being very 
from obserration of the times when the maxima pass fiat, owing to the steadiness of the mercurial column 
stations widely distant from each otiior, the order through the entire period, "with one exception, at more 
varying as the < axis of translation’ varies. Taking than thirty inches. At the same time subordinate 
Owsenwich, rragttc, and Munich— Vaves from W.N.W. waves of iutcrferonec were clearly indicated, eoming 
pass Greenwich first, and tfte bUior two phicc^ almost from the N.W. and 8. W., and meeting and creasing at 
sunultaneouajy, a considerable time aftetWaixis ; these Brussels”— another verification ut its nodal posiLion. 
exhibit, therefore, simultaneous niaxijma. From S.S.W, In tliis November ivave Mr Birt cousiders that we Iwvc 
Greenwich and Munith are simultaneous; S. by W. the type of the baroraeti^c oscillations for that period of 
the Older is Mtunich, Greenwich, Pronto ; and S,S.E. the year. The rise and fiili of ^e wave are so nearly 
^ Municli, Prague, i^d Oreemviclu The Dne of direetion ! alike ; they occur in the two weeks nearest the middle 
for Central Evjroi^fe is the coasts of the month; the undulations which disturb the 

NetUerknds, ajod North Cto to the frontiers of symmetry' of outline are always five in number ; at the 
I Austria^ wh^ it setting in of the wavd the barometor is low— under , 

! Tyrolese Alu% W Is prolongedi and rises twenty-nine inches. There are one or two exceptions ^ 

to the nom Of Ifiaek Sea bii^d Moscow. Tins to the rule here specified, but not sufiaeient to invalidate ■ 

(listance* aotodjiig Quetelel^ is travelled over in it. Eleven years’ observations shew tlie orOs^t to 
two day%^^ # fro^ six to ten leagues an passed within days of the middle^of the xuptim ;; 

jjour-^-beii'^ snoro as the smfface of while from a series continued through fifteen, 


the-lat^lis';free-f^ that a remarkable depression. the 

The tyslem for is comprised in j oecurs on the 28th. * Wlien deahng 

in-.i of ■' such; extenit,. it is by np^me^s;a. yia|^^;:|fp#^ 
■.blm 'fir8ti-,'twq..i&idv;T^#^ whUe Kas.an- appears” j- tion- to- cmisMesr tbe posribfiiiyqf 

to- be .1^^ and'iwAp^s'-of buf f . 
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of j^rfdming, ticlo-liko, two or more revolutions 

1 ‘outtd Its surfUoo/ ^ ^ 

That thpw nJw tl»e ntmospliere is pretty 

dearly determined by the imsteorologiijal obsesrvations 
token at Ht Ilolena dtiring Several years, liih conclu- 
sion has been oomm to fma the fiiet, that on that idand 
the mercuTy Is higher every day ‘ when the moon is on 
the medditm above or below the pole, than when she is 
six hours distant fVoin the meridian on eitlicr bide.’ 
Tlje oflbet is minute, but not, on that account, the less 
real. p 

As to the origin of atmosphorie waves, it is admitted 
that the heated air of the equatorial regions, after its 
a*seent and cooling, descends in the polar regions. The 


dispersion of this cooled tiir may give rise to the aerial 

waves; tlwdr propagation would accompany the currciitSb fined and imprisoned by the Irish Court of Queens 
£)rora tho iwilc to the equator, and in our heinlsplicre Bench, Dublin. A writ of mor, inipngning the 


1M)1C ... 

firom north to south. Or the cooled ^r may diffui^ 
itself immediately 8i*ound the pole, and if it fbrUi, as it 
worcs a complete canopy, the waves would bo coniihnous 
under every longitude, and passing any given station, 
niight be traced all round the globe. But contrariw ise, 
should tlie difihsion of the cooled air take place at some 
distance firom the polo, instead of formi^ a contimioub 
dr(*le, and propagating itself by extension, it will be a 
sector having its angle more or li*88 open. ’Die sectors, 
by penetrating or inosculating encli other, would produce 
AS A n'Bult a rajtid series of undulations at the points of 
contact. 

According to M. Quetclct, tlie latter is the most 
probable cx;)litnat ion of the phenomena; the observa- 
tions indicate rather several distinct waves than one 
continuous. As Ix^fore observed, the question is com- 
plicated by the influenee which a secondary system of 
waves exerts on the principal one; lessening, or at 
times nullifying, the maximum. Yet there seems no 
reason to doubt that certain undulations, ooiitinuous 
bat irregular, do (drele round the pole. In Northern 
Kutope and Siberia a sybteni extends from north to 
south, the waves of which may ho regarded as sectors 
of dlfieixjnt ares not having precisely the same centres, 
nor yet at the same instant the same radii. From the 
Juxtaposition of these partial waves there will result a 
getmral undulation, nu^ng the entire oinmlw ol tlie 
pom in every latitude, advaiielng in certain places 
towanli^ the south, in others rctrt*ating towards the 
north, wbofeby the stations in the circle would bo 
continually rccotcUng a succession of waves. 


fact an) invariably pronounced by the law lordt alone 
who have lieard the arguments; by the liigd clian- 
collor for the time being — by ox-ehanceUCrs, vico- 
cliancellors, and judges who happen to be peers* 
Amongst others, at the present time^ by Lords lynd- 
hurst, Brougham, C^amxiboll, Denman^ (>anworth.’ 

* This merely voluntary refraining fVotn tlko exercise 
of a right On tlw part of the mass of the peerage,' said 
Berr von Blunderblast, * may answer very well in fkir 
ivoathor, when only ordinary questions of law are In 
dispute, but scarcely, sir, 1 should think, when dw^isions 
inv(%ing political and party results ate in the balnttcv.* 

* if shonltl seem so, but the fact is otherwise. This 
was proved on a somowdiat recent aild famous occasion. 
The liito Mr O'Counell was convicted of sedition, and 


THE PALACE AT WESTMINSTER, 
jiousi: or loads. 

M* VxarxTEMrs and Herr vou Blunderblast wen* 
ptmetual to their nnpointinent'— time, two o’clock p.m, ; 
place, by Nelson’s Colmmi, Trafalgar Square — and we 
Ibribwiili proeivdcd down I’arliamcnt Street. 

* Does the Uonse of Lords assemble so early ?’ asked 
Kerr von BlundcrM.ast. 

* Not often as a legislatlvo body ; it is now sitting in 
its judicial capacity only. The House of Peers is the 
final Court of Apiietd from Chancery, and writs of error 
lie to it fi*om the (’carts of Queen’s Bench in England 
and Ireland, And the Buprome Courts of Scotland.’ 

* A miscellaneous kind of Oour de Cassation,* re- 
mai'kod M. Viouxiemps with quite A percepiihk* sneer. 

* An Assemblage of bishops, admirals, genends, parvenu 
mOrehantSt must jocostitute on admirable tribunal for 
deciding in the laat fosort vexed and intricate questions 
of law or equity,^ 

<The KoUso oi Lords exorcises hlglmr judicial 
fonctioha them yoUi' (Wr de Oassatlon, and the 
otertainly absurd iUooifjir pf Sueh a court of appellate 
Jurisdiction is moeU moaiM in prut'tioe* It is true 
that vvoiy peer who has fubaeribCAl the i^arlSainMitary 
roU has m undisputed rigitt to attend and votq^^on 
uU Judlelal decisions, but tile judgiuu^dts it; point of 


legality of the proceedings in that court, was brought, 
and the judgment was reversed by the House of Lords 
—that is, by tlie votes of three law lords, Cottenham, 
D<mman, and Campbell, against two, those of Lyiid- 
hurst and Brougham. When the judgineiit was given 
tliero were many peers in the House veheni(‘ntly 
opposed to O’rounell, and who thought the judgment 
of the court below ought to havo been innintuinul. 
One Irirtli i)oer criwl, “ Non-content,” when the question 
was put by the lord chancellor, and rose to ins.isL 
upon his strict ri'fiit to (Hvide the House ; hut the oriLS 
of “Order, onlerl” whicli arose on all sides, comp(‘lU‘d 
him to fow‘go his intention ; and judgment, the eftect 
of wdiich was the immediate liberation of D’Comiell, 
was pronouiu‘efl. So entirely a thing of growth, of 
precctlencc, and habit, as I have before told }ou, is this 
c‘ousiitutiou ol checks and balances under which we 
live.’ 

‘A very illogicrd liaphajsard system it appears to me,’ 
said M. Vieuxtemps. 

^ Ouite so : it is no more symmetrical than a granite 
ro(*k.’ 

‘ But pray,* porslstt'd the systematising French 
gentlomaii— * pray how was it that the law or hl.unte 
hy virtue of nhich the piws sit as a judicial body did 
not prescribe in terms the prarti<*e which the gwid 
sense of the LorIb alone induces them to adopt ?’ 

‘ For the veiy excellent reason that the JIoubc does 
nut exeni^e judicial tVmctions by virtue of any special 
law or statute. It is a jiirisdietion purely founded on 
precedent, custom — a remnant of the all -embracing 
authority exercised by the House when It >vns the 
^^Magnvm Vow of the realm, and it would not 
even now bear much straining. The Lords had a nar- 
row miss of losing this appeUate jurisdiction of theirs 
at about tlie same lime that the Commons, in the reign 
of (Miarlog the Second, deprived them of their claim to 

Ol iginal jurisdiction.” * 

‘ Indeed 1 How did that happen ? * 

* In this manner; (Jne Skhiiier suer! the East India 
(’ompany liefore Iho Veers fOv alli'gcd wrong and ojiprcs- 
sion, and obt.iincd five thou«tan(l pounds’ damages ng.iinst 
the Company, the ))lcain bar of jurisdiction having been 
overruled. Tim corporation appealed to the Commons, 
who reportwl, “that the Lords, in taking cognisance oi 
an original complaint, had acted illegally.” The Veers, 
highly indignant, in their turn ^resolved, “that the 
|Ipai»e of Commons, entertaining the sOandalous peti- 
tion of the East Ltdia Cotfi{m»y against tho Xvurds’ 
House of Varhament was o of tholr Lordships’ 
privileges,” and following tholr res<»lution by deeds, 
fined m Bamtml Batnardlston, ebriman of tho Com- 
paiAyT And mornW of psrliamcnt, fivo hundred pounds. 
Ho rofosed to psy, and the Loo^ committed him to 

exclaimed M. Vieuxtomps. ^Tliat was 
aCtinJlf with vigour and dedsian— over Uw true bccrct of 
guooess.* 

•<> vUctt tlio oppoaiiiit' Anroei m pictty 
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oqual in fliubstantivo ]Dowcr» but availing littlo to dtlior 
of the other eeiates <n the realm in a contest with the 
Commons.* 

‘Well, but wh^V «M<1 Herr von Blunderblast, ‘did 
your famous Commons do ? Did th^ send a troop of 
cavalry to liberate their member by force 

‘Not they. But having resolved that to bring 
“original” suits beforo tho Peers was illognh they 
directed the sergeant -at -arms to seize Skinner, and 
shut lum up in Newgate for “ contempt ” of tiio Hon- 
ourable House ; and the ultimate result was the libera- 
tion of Bamardiston without payment of tho line, and 
the suppression of the original jurisdiction of the Bdrds; 
it being well understood tlnit the Commons w'ould send 
any and everybody to Newgate, by warrant of Mr 
iSpcalcKT, who should bring, or assist in bringing, an 
original suit beforo tho Peers.* 

‘ Upon my word ! * said Herr von BluuderbUist, ‘ a 
>cry ae(‘ihi\c mode of motion, and, I doubt not, much 
more eflectual in the long-run than horse, foot, and 
ai Liliery. But you wore saying tlie Poors, about the 
same time, had a narrow escape of losing the apiiellate 
(lutliurity, tJic exercise of which wc arc about to 
witness.' 

‘In 1075 their lordships, in proecedings in the 
apjHMl case of Slurlcy letsu^ ISir John Fagg, comiH-dlod 
iiK minors of jiarliamoiit to appear as respoadouts. 
'riiis tlie Commons pronounced a brciu‘h of privilege, 
101(1 the e\cr-rcady sergeant -at -arms seized four eouiisel 
wlio had pleaded m the cause iK^forc the Peers, and j 
committed them to Newgate for contempt.* 

‘ Tlicy did !' e\elaimed M. Vkaixtenips ; ‘ but Mhore 
uas tho kmg that he did not iiiterforc to prevent so 
luid.Kious an act of arbitrary povor ?* 

‘ J mn suie I cannot say ; for aught 1 know — in the 
^ords of tlie nursery rhyme — 

” Tho king was in his palace, counting out his money;” 

but wliorever bis majesty might have been, neitlicr tiio 
km^>, “ nor all tho king’s horses, and all the king’s 
men,” (oubl get a prisoner for “contempt ” out of the 
tluUbe>> of t)ie Cominuns during their sesMon. Kv<m 
llu‘ nnt oihabim cotpn^ is ponerkss to do that; and 
Au»ie It not so, 1 do not well see how they could efU- 
eu ntly everciso many of tbeir higbobt functions-- the 
impeui liinent, for iiibtaucc, of gn*at otlii'erb of state, 
and the supcrM&ioii of the law courts, the judgcb of 
which they can comi»el to appear at tho bar of the 
House to answer for neglect or corruption in tho per- 
forinanco of their dutieb. Tlie Lords, lioweviT, tried a 
fall with the Commons, and another illustration of the 
neeesbary result following a collision between tho \c«sel 
of poreclaiii and that of iron was alfordcd. Tliey 
directed the gentlciiiaii usher of the hlai'k rod, their 
executive officer, to liberate the tour counsel ; ho did so. 

[ The bcrgeant-at-arms, by order of the Commons, retook 
them, and for better security lodged them in the Tower. 
Th(' Lords armed their gentleman usher of tho black 
rod with a writ empowering liim to release tho barris- 
ters by force from their new emstody : tlio lieutenant 
of the Tower applied to tho House of Commons for 
mstruotions, and was ordered to retain tho prisunors in 
detianeo of any comniaud to liberate tliem not issuing 
from themselves. Tlie final upshot of those complicated 
disputes, wliieh lasted over several years, was, as I have 
staled, the loss of the original jurisdiction of tho Peers, 
and tlie permitted retontiou of tho appellate functions, 
saving, of course, “tlxo undoubted privUeges of the 
Commons.’* But hero wo are In Abingdon Stroet once 
more, and at tho temporary ontranoo of thoit Lordsliips* 
new House.* 

‘ Shall wo be lulmittod without orders ?* 

‘ There is no necessity for any order when the House 
is Biltipg as a court of justice. By the way. if any of 
your frtods should merely wish to see tho interior of 

I tho Houbo^ tliey can do so on every WednosOsy «nd 


Saturday, by application at tho Lord Chamberlain’s 
Oific’c just Di?low, on this sami* side of the way* Any 
docontly - attired person can have a pass* paper by 
merely giving hib address in writing. But let us in.’ 

‘ Those# tfternal wigs again I’ said M. Viouxtomiis 
softo voref as wo reached tho space below tho bar of the 
gilded gorgeous chamber. 

‘ They aro arguing an appeal from a Chancery judg* 
ment to tlio llouse of I*ords.’ 

‘ But where is tho House of Lords?* inquired Ilcrr 
von Blundorhlast. ^ 

‘ Those three gentlemen sealed on tho scarlet - 
ciishionod hcnclics arc tho lloubo of Lords on tins 
occasion. Thrt*o peers suffice to make a Houbc ; and 
three being present, tlio lloubc is complete.’ 

‘ A curious llouse I' remarked M. Vieux temps, after 
Jiaving listened to and watched tiio proceedings for 
about a quarter of an hour. * One of the thivt* p^ers 
bitting in jmigmout nj>on the dccro(* of a lord elmticcllor 
is busy with a newbpiqier ; another is reading a letter ; 
and the third, who alone appears to listen, every now 
and then xtarts up, walks about tlic llouse with his 
hands in his pockets, and interrupts counsel in tho 
strangest manner.* 

‘ The peer reading the newspaper is ii captain in tlic 
royal navy; he .ibsorbed m the letter is a general 
officer; and the third is the law lord, who is hearing 
and will decide this appeal. TJic tw o otluu'S liax o been 
cauglit, and retaincnl merely to make a House, and will 
have no moi*c really to do wdlh tlie decision than you 
or t ’ 

‘ liOokl’ hastily wrhispered Herr voii BlunderhKtst ; 

‘ tho law lord has shot out of tho llouse by the red 
curtain yonder.’ 

‘ He has retii’cd for a short time only ; and as pro- 
ceedings are ncecsbarily suspimded during his absence, 
you have leisure to look around and give me, slightly 
above joiir breath, your opinion of this da/zling 
chaniher.* 

* A splendid place certainly ; hut ’ M. ViemU'inps 

paused. ‘ But what an ov orpowering glare of gilding 
and lavish ornament I The stained windows are power- 
less to shade or soften such a mass of gilded chairs, 
gilded jiillars, gilded giilhn'ies, gilded candelabra, gilded 
ceiling, ntl cushioufe, red eurUiiis, red woolwtek — for 
that enormous square ottoniun in front of the (Queen’s 
chair of state, with its cnamelb and crystals is, I con- 
clude, tho woolsack —red, blue, and gold colour, in I 
hivibh profusion! It is eeitainly a very da//ling, 
glittering chamber; but liardly suitable, it bccms to ] 
me, for a hall in wliieh legiblativo business is to l>e 
tranfcnetiHl ' 

•It is the IVers’ House you vull remember — tho 
chamtier in whicli Her Majesty meets and addressob the 
two llouh ‘s. Tlie Commons’ ilouse will have little or 
no gilding; and, after all, it in i>oUd oak which tho 
glittering gold-lenf cm ers and eoncenls,’ 

‘ Surely,’ said Herr von Blundiu’hkibt, * this e1inmlK?r 
could not contam the British iH»erage, between four and 
five hmidred in number? ’ 

‘ Certainly it would not seat them. The heuchcb on 
each hide, with red morocco cubhioiis, will Imltl about two 
hundred and fifty *, then there nro tho cross-bein lies in 
fnnit of us; and the light, elegant, sidi*- galleries. But 
it IS very seldom indeed that half the peers arc present. 
I’lie custom in this House of voting by 2 »roxy, except 
in committee, t<mds of course greatly to dimiiiibli the 
avei'age attendance.’ 

* The chair on tlie riglit of the Quetm’s is* I iwwelve 
by the triple plume above it, intended for the IMnce 
of Wales, llaa His Royal Highness yet occupied 
it?’ 

* Not yet ; but Z daresay it will not Ixi long befove he 
takes part in tho sjileudid pageantiy opening or 
proroguiug parliament.’ 

‘That must be a magnluceut scene* and it very 





ir^rfitg Wf 1 sliottld suppofilo, to a yoimg fomalo 

»ovi^4*ign.' 

*lt& Mi^osty appeai^a In it to great advantage, 
otiacting her pert in the goigcous ceromoniia with 
inimilal)loflignityaadgiriico--a grace and dignity wMeh 
leeaona conld not teach. Her reading of the apecch is 
aingularUr purely intonated, mid oloarj effortless, 
and mustcal as a aUver^boU/ 

‘ The House is, I suppose, generally full upon such 
occasions?' 

* It has always been so during this reign. The rise 
of the House when the Queen enters, thronged as it is 
with peers and peeresses, gorgeously arrayed in stars, 
garters, feathers, dioniouds, naval au<l ndUta^ uniforms, 
bisliops in lawn sleeves, foreign diplomatists covered 
with orders and crosses, is magnificent; and alter He^; 
Majesty is seated, her ladies and pages have arrangeti 
her splendid robe, and she commands her fnitliful Com* 
mons to be summoned, there is another, and especially 
jf she be there to prorogue the parliament, a f%r more 
in)]>reS8ive character of power impix'ased upon the 
flceue. Air Speaker enters, followed by a mass of 
unruly members, jostling each oUier for a good place, 
and tilling to overflow the space below tho bar in 
wliiclx we are now standing. As soon ns silouco is 
obtained, tho right honouiable gentleman a<U1ressc8 
tho (lue(*n, eiiumorates the chief labours of the session, 
and concludes by preaoiiting the Supply and Appropria- 
tion Bdls, reserved for tho oa^asion, and prays iicr 
Majesty's assent to them j which assent is accordingly 

I given in tho old formula used only for this particular 
I hill La Itoiue remcrcic sea boiis si^cts, acc*eptc four 
I bc'ne volppce, et ainsi le veu t (“ The Quch'u thanks her 

I good subjects, accepts their gift or bouevofonco, and so 
! wills it.”) One fools that those ordinarily-attired men, 
with tlicir supiily-bill, arc the many- shafted column 
I which bupporis and gives height and true mugnificeiico 
to the richly -capilaUed, the gorgeously -domed edifice, 
j which, with all its incongruities, stretches its ample 
and majestic roof over oiio of the noblest bocielies of 
! freemen the world has over wltnebsed/ 

* Bui surely tho Bcor^ ore the Uruier, the Commons 
the I^ower House?* remarked Al, VJeuxfomps. 

‘In name, yes. The sliatlow has remained, though 
tli^ substance has long since dejiartcd. The Lords' 
HoUbo, albeit, has still deep roots in the tenacious 
soil which it once oversluidowed. Its liisioriu names, 
\ast woallh, unquestionable paUiotism, and moderating 
influence upon the possibly too ha'^ty speed of legislo- 
lion, mmintain, and will long niaiutaiii it as a virile and 
I independent estate of the realm; but in substantive 
I power the Houses have gradually, during the lust fl\e 
hundred years, changed plow's. I will give you nn 
illustration of the silent rcvolufion in this matter Avliich 
lias occurred. ITornis with us^ provided tliey be only 
forms, and in reality not injunous, are very, very 
slowly discarded. Thus it happens that when tlio 
Houses disagree with respect tp changes in any measure 
under discussion, and mutually appoint ^ nmingcrs’ to 
moot Cftch other and explain on lipth sides tbe reasons 
of dlsogreomcuty tho Lords’ mmmgcrs, on meeting the 
Oemmons* managers, sit down with their hats on, tho 
Qommoners remaining upstanding and uncovorod. The 
Lords of oourso being gentlemen as well os peers, im- 
ipwliately tlie custom is vindioatod, uncover, and the 
(Yimous seat themselves. Well in a room belonging 
to thg Hoers* Hooso where tliis bizarre ceremony had 
been esfhibitodi there wpre placed, or were about to be 
pfooetl, lost ye&r, by desire of the XWrs, three pictures 
by Londseexv of which the cost was a few thousand 
guineas. Tlic (fomWta, Who approach their Lordships 
uncovered, reused them this trifling gratifleation: the 
money va^ruok opt of the mlSt^llanoous estimates, 

atf^tonce to oonvlnice me 
■■■■& pretended monimhy is but a nUnpant demo- 


cracy, Its plebeian limbs concealed beneath orniined 
robes, and its truculent brow veiled by a royal diadem,* 
said M. Yieuxtomps* 

‘That, my dear sir, is a gross exaggeration, permit 
me to say ; the aristocratic element la very powerful in 
this country, and the monarclifodl principle, os wo 
understand and hoilour it, xemainod not only erect, but 
unshaken amidst the crash a year or two ago of foiling 
thrones and dynasties.' 

‘The royal assent is not always given to bills in 
l^he temfa you have mentioned?’ said Herr von 
Blondorblast. 

‘JRo; tliere are Ihroe other forms. To an onlinary 
public bill Uie form is, “ La Heine le vent ” (“ The Queen 
wills it.'*) To a private bill : “ Soit fait oopime 11 ost 
dosird ” (“ Let it be done as dcsirCd.'*) To a bill embody- 
ing n petition or dedoration of a rights os In the time of 
Charles the Mrst, tho form is “ Soit foit comme U 
cat desird” (“-Let right be done as desired.*' *) 

‘ I wonder,* said M. Vieuxtemps, * these vestiges of 
Norman domination should bo retained: they must 
tend to ke('p oUvo humiliating recollections.’ 

‘llurniliiiting fiddlesticks 1 Oliver Cromwell, to bo 
sure, abolished them, and gave his assent to Jnws in 
ploiu English, but the old form cnnio baek with tho 
Ifostoration ; and here, by tho by, is tho law lord hue k 
again, and as ueith# of us 1ms, I suppose, any o\pr- 
powering desire to lision to flirthor elo<iucnco in tlio 
matter (ff this Chancery appeal, we had hotter iidjtnun 
to Bellamy's for the hour or so wliich vill elap<'C 
before the I'cers sit as legislators.* 

‘Bellamy's! What is IfoUamy’s?* osked Herr ton i 
Blunderblast 

‘ A highly constitutional institution connected with 
tlie House of Cominons, and domieile^l in the same 
building: in other woids, a very cxeellcnt hotel, in 
which members take dinner, wiiu», punch, and refufo 
from long speeches, quite certain that tho division-beU 
will summon them in time for tlie most important part 
of thoir duties: Bellamy's Is also, I am happy to say, I 
open to other persons, not being members, who huCu 
“ money in tJieir pouch." * , 

After we hiul diuol, it was time to return to tbe 
House of Lonls. I liad provided myself ^Mth pfvis’ I 
oiderb, and wo, conswim'utly, tho House bciiiR asseiu- 
bloti, were soon in the Strangers' (hillery, very iucoii- j 
venfontly situated lieliind that of the Heporters*. 

‘aVJil there is tho lord (‘linneollur we saw the other 
day seated on the wooistick,’ said M. Vieuxtemps ; * but 
who is that big>wigged gentleman on the crimson 
ottoman in fVont of iuiii ?* 

‘ That is Mr Saron I'drke, come, I suppose, fo read 
a unanimous judgment of tho judges of the Common- 
Law' Courts ui)on some ]x>uU submitted to them by 
their lordsliips. It is so : hark !* 

‘ Do the I’eors alwa^ s govern themselves by tliis 
opiuion?' asked Herr von Blunderblast. 

‘ It is very roruly they do not One exception was 
O'ConneU's case, before tti<*ntioued, a great miijoiity of 
the judges having iwonounccd tlie iwx'oodings of the 
Irish court to bo jierfcctly legal. This Afr Banm 
Parke, however, dissented from that opinion. Whin 
the judges arc not of one mind tiiey attend and deliver 
thoir opinions Sfriatim' 

‘ That is tt bishop, I suppose,* remarked AI. Vieux- 
tomps, * oil tho upixir bcuch to the right of tho chan- 
cellor t but how is it he does not wear his mitre?* 

‘ His lordship, being tlw junior bishop, has attended 
to say pravers . As to mitres, ihb Mshops of tlie Eng- 
lish estoMIsUed cliuroh only wear them on their coach- 
panels and rignet-seols. That merabfo-looking peer 
on the same side of tho House, who is prosenting a 
wtitlon, is the president of the Council— tho most Noble 
the Marquis of Lansdowno. Neoriy opposite to him 
you obsorvo a iiccr of something mm tlian years 
of a^; ids eye on fire with youthfol energy^ and his 
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%Tholc countenance alive vriili an expression of fearless 
coinbativeness : that is Lord Stanley, the present 
leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition in Uio Peers.* 

‘ A man of nsroe,’ obsorvoil M. Vieuxtemps. * That 
is perceptible at a glance. But how thin the House is 1 1 
and how inanimate and solemn compared with your 
boisterous, excited Couimons I ’ 

‘ There are between twenty and thirty peers present, 
and that is quite an average House. There is on im- 
mense difibrence between speahing before so sparse 
and uncntliusiastic an audience as tlds and tddressin j 
the House of Commons. The importers, however, 
supply ilieir Lordships with an immense audibnee ; 
ancl reader of tlie debates little imagines that the 
fiery speech, interspersed with “loud cheers,** “re- 
peated cheers,** was perhaps addressed to five or six 
elderly gentlemen only.’ 

* What is tlds intcmiption?’ asked M. Viouxtemps, 
as Sir George Grey, nccompanicd by several members, 
appcjired at the bar with several bills passed by tlie 
Commons. 

‘ Tt is tile Horae Secretary,* I answered, ‘presenting, 
in tlio customary form, various bills passed by tlio 
CVimmous. Tlie clerk, you perceive, takes them ; their 
tin* s .ire announced in a loud voi<*e ; a record of their 
luosLiitalion is entered on the Lords* journals ; mid they 
me liujuently, if public bills, lead a first time at once. 
The Louis send their lulls or mebsagos to the Commons 
by two m isters in Cliancery.* 

’ ‘ lio is that peer talking privately with the lord 
i*h«iiu(llor?’ 

‘ An li ish representalivc peer ; but I forgot his 
luuni* lor the moment.* 

* Irjbli iepteAcntaim peer— wlmt is the meauing of 
that?* 

* *nie Irish and ScoUiwh pc‘eragos do not sit in this 
Home individually : they chooec a et‘rtaiii nimibc*r of 
their order, ns settled by the Acts of Union, to repre- 
sent them. The Irish representative piors— twenty- 
iijiht in number —aio chosen for life; the Scottish — 
sixteen in muuber— for each pailiduieiit. The Crown 
h.is pow'cr to add to the nuinliors of the Scotch and 
iribh peers in tliis House, but Kiiglish peers Her 
Majesl V may create <id Uhttum* 

‘Wliat, then, becomes of the indcpcndi‘noo of the 
House of Poors if the Queen can at any momoiit swamp 
them by new cunlions?* asked M. Viouxtemps. 

‘Tlio nnliiiiited right of the Crown to <Teate peers is 
one of the weapons, in the armoury of the constitution, 
uhich can never be wielded except iu extreme cases, in 
which the ministers of the bOveni‘xn aro s\ipi»orted 
by an ovorwhclming nnijority of the rominonv. The 
only instance 1 remember of tho creation of peers, 
spisnally for the purpose of swamping a hostile ma- 
jority, was by Sir Jlobert Walpole, who induced tho 
monarch to create twelve in one day for that purpose : 
a witty poor of that day aske<l them whether they 
intended to vote individually or by their foreman! 
nevertheless it Is essential tho jjower should be lodged 
in the Crown. Tlie mere menace of exereiHing it 
disbipated, a few years ago, a very great danger to tho 
state,* 

‘ Who is that stooping, white -Iieaded genUoman. 
whom ('voryl)ody greets and shakes hands with? J 
cannot see his face,’ 

* If you had seen it, you would not have asked tho 
question : tliat is the world-&mou3 Duke of Wellington. 
He seats hiratclf, you perceive, on ono of tho cross- 
benches, and lio hasi t daresay, fifty or sixty proxies 
in his pockety to bo used as unto hhu soemeth fit lie 
exorcises a vast moral influciu'o in tliis House { but 
since the death of Sir Hohert Pool, in whose legislative 
wisdom ho appears to have placed Impheit confidence^ 
lie has meddled very little with active politics.’ 

‘M^debate is very gentlemanly,* observed Herr 
von Bifttoblast $ ‘ very courteous, and strangely doU* 


Hie Poors fight wiUi tho gloves on— to borrow an illus- 
tration firom one of your national sports— wlfilst tlie 
Commons appeared to strike with maUed hamls^ and 
draw blood at every Stroke.* 

‘yogpgud see, decorous and gentle as it has been, it 
is already over : the House is about to adjourn, an4 
must begone*’ ! 

Well, gentlemen, how say yon— have I redeemed ' 
my pledge?* Is a freo constitution compatible with a I 
great monarchy, M. Viouxtemps ? * 

‘ Well, perhaps ; waw*— - A shrug of thojihouldcrs 
completed and pointed tho sentence. 

‘And you, Herr von Blunderblust, are you satisfiotl 
that on efFcctlTO military system can coexibt with Iho 
supremacy of a representative government?* 
ij ‘ Yes— that is, if it hath grown up during cctiluru'^, 

I and entwino<l itself with the habits, traditions, manners, 
thoughts— with the life of the people, os it were, tho 
humblest as well as the highest— but the thing 1 geo 
can no more* be made, manufai’turod, titan a f/ee can.* 

‘ It is certainly a wonderful piece of mosaic,* said M. 
Viouxtemps. 

‘ And it built, you will admit, the Crystal Palace ?* 
‘Yes, in a certain sense; mais* said M. Vioux- 

temps. 

Tliere is a great de.d of truth in tint,’ remarked 
Herr von Bluiiderblnt simultaneou'sly with M. Vioux- 
temps; ‘ after *— 

‘(Jlmring t’rossl Bank!* Hhouled the conductor of 
tin omuihus just pas dug. This imltHtion, reinforced 
by a fVw sharp drops of min, drew us into tlio *lms, and 
tlie -liscussion of M. Vieuxtemps’s ‘ mais,’ and Ilerr von 
Blunderblasl’s ‘aber,’ was bj tacit consent postponed 
sim iUe* 

BLAVE-MAlUxET OP KEW OKLKANS. 

Tun tow'n or city of- New Orleans has several parti- 
cular raei^B in it, speaking different languages, and 
Ittiog m separate parts of the town. One claw spc.ik 
French, have French maiiuera, French -built hoii{#o8, 
French hotels, and French names to their bliects. An- 
otlier class invariably speak English, and aro ellhcr 
firom Eiighuid, or ori«finally of English families. Qliea 
we hu^o tho working black pox>iilation (or slaves) of 
the African rat‘C. Most of them are quit© black, with 
the flat nose, tliick lip, and tho woolly hair iK*culi<ir to 
this i>eople. Tho cliinaio agrees witli them, and they 
invariably look fine, healthy, happy, strong creatuies. 
Tliey arc all bom in America, but of real African bloo«l. 
Many are sold bcrc every day — bometimes huudroda 
change hands in a few hours. To a Briton the bight 
is of course rernlbi>e. But such is the stat*^ of thiugi 
liere, that you must kwp pcrfcc‘tly quiet, and make no 
remarks, or else you arc sure to get into trouble ; for 
most persons, male and female, consider that they liavo 
a pcrfoct right to act according to tlie l.iws of tlicoo 
western staWs, and buy and sell men, women, and cliU- 
dren as tliey think proper. 

When a young man is called up on the auctioxi-p**f!* 
form, ho looks about him, and does not niipcar to car6 
much. l*eriiai)8 he may not hare been very well pleased 
with his late master, and thinks lie may got a Iwttcr. 

‘ Come along, my fine young frllow ! ’ says Mr Beard, 
a short, thick man, with a rod fiioe— the best auctioneer 
hero. ‘!Hiat*8itI Wliy, my friends, you can see at 
onee tlint he is as powerfbl as an clepliant, and as 
active and quick as m Arabian. What’s your name, 
myflnefrllow?' 

‘ Samson, sir.* (They never have «ny surname.) 

‘Now, gentlemen, how much shall I say for Uiis fine* 
grown, liealthy, powerful young man, Samson? Ifixcifi- 

lont for hini — descriptive of liis qualities* Now, 

gentlen^en, give me a bid— a hid— a bid I* ‘fiOO dol- 
lars/ ‘ Thank you— 500 dollars only is bid fur ono of 
the finest men 1 ever sold. Yodtfa, haaill;li, poVer, and 
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chndron aio a\\ taken from Ikcm, aud m\A \ttlo different 


t rwtw, all In * 1 

i^w-iwSi-haJ-wl icKSli, m Hk®!"! I i>»»» II" 1« " Hiytm therm pnlaltlrfMI u 

Mnio-coroel' ‘660.’ •pmAyou;6SO-^^’^‘7M.jtitekttmitomduKtbeUtm6agoiiy-.- 

< Aud thou, U17 sou, jet hare a aon forodoDiu’d a tiaro 
to be. 

Whole mother, too, mu$t weep o*cr him the team I woep 
o*cr thee!* 


Nov, tliat is more cfoditable,' * 800»* * S<)0 hid ; OOQ 
— 0<)0j new, my fjrlekids! Gontlonion, you will iiovir 
have 84ch a olmki^ce egrain— only yoo I 900 once— 900 
twicc-^900— 000—900 !» * 9r»0*— ‘ yiK),* * 9G0— 960 
900 ! * * 1000.’ ‘ Now, geiitleuicn, 1000 only is bid for this 
\aluablC|Ci splendid young man, tree Irom all blemish, 
disease, otviee, as piescribed bylaw. Now, gcntkinen, 
aro 3 'ou all done ? Surely not lottincr him go at this 
piu'o^ However, I (anuot nait. Aio you all done, 
gcntleiueu? 1000 onoo — 1000 tnice — 1000 thrice! 
Sir Jeflbrson, he’s yours ! S»inisoii, there' ’b your mas-t 
tcjp I * and poor Samson is led away to misery or tonifort, 
to ill usage or to kind treatment, just as it may hap- 
l)cn. No help tor him whichever it may be. 

This sum was L.200, a dollar being generally ealeu- 
Uted heie at four bhil lings. Then we liad some girls 
and youug women sold in the same n uy. 

‘ C'onuj up, Lu(*y ! Now , g('ntl<‘mcn, heic we have a 
due specimen of everything desirable in a good servant 
— 30 ung, healthy, act he, and indiistiious; can cook, 
wash, iron, wait at table. In f«ut, she is highly 
recommended to our attention, and ib guarantcK.d ficc 
fi'oin all hlemibh, disease, or vice, as pix'scnbed bylaw.’ 
I'oor Lu<y was knocked down at 600 dollars— L.1 20. 
Those wero both high prices. Tlie men under tliirty 
yoais generally sell for about L 1 iO to 1^.160, and the 
women under thirty, from L.SO to L 90. When above 
forty they arc not worth more than hidf that price. 

buch persons as the above do not caio much aliout 
Iwiing sold. They are generally purchased, or at least 
many of tliein, by persons who hire them out as servants 
to taniilios; and many of them have good places, aud 
mny get hlhKi out to go to the same street, or near to 
where they wore before. But a very difrercnt feeling 
is manifested at n sale of slaves belonging to a plan- | 
tation. Their old master, always kind to them, may I 
liavo died, or failed $ and to see dfty or sixty of the 
slaves brought to auction is a liornliic scene. All of 
them, old and young, may liavo been bom on tiie same 
estate, and become endeared to one anrfkher. They 
think of the Iiappy plantations, the snug little wooden 
wdiitewashiHl oottam surrounding their master's dwel- 
ling and ^Ytlon, tlie summer-evening meetings, when 
they played the l^o, sung their native songs, and 
dan(*(Hl their cheering leels witli light feet and iigiitrr 
lieaitb; fbr a uegio with ii good master is extremely 
happy: lieing clothed, comfortably liouM'd, and 
well cared for. But now they arc all about to Iks sold, 
and tom from oath otlier. They arc standing in rows 
in the auotioii-mart, ready for any rude hand to ex- 
amine them, feel their muscle, entieise their sliape, 
their height^ their strength, or healthy appeamnee, ami, 
ofxming their mouths witli finger and thuinh, insixM't 
their teeth. A middle-aged ttian mid woman may bo 
seen stSndmg together i moist gre tlieir eyes, anxiously 
lh<iy gasc around them — they are the picture of lieip- 
tonh^s. They know tho awfUl doom of separation 
that may bo prunouncod in ton minutes between them 
and the hmidsoine ftunUy that cluster around thenu ; 
but limt doom they cannot alter or control. Tlio 
sons seid dauid^ters, old enough to know what awaits 
themt press (dose togetls^r, with AtU eyi's and still 
fulior hoarts ; while tlie youug favourkM are i^joiclog^ 
in per^BCt mPoccttiOO, ht the clotlies which they are 
decked put in fl)r;tlm day, to enhance their appear^ 
hnco and their vdhmt »aud tiny gaso with plcasnrabie 
amusement at tho hov^ties nf tho scene, like a eliU4 
at the pageantty of A funeral'^the trappings of ^lo 
homes, and tho pithhes on tho liearso that bears to the 
gravn tlu' remains of a parent. They are at length called 
hp; ond although husband and wife go togefhor, the i 




FAUEWELhI 

• Bauk spots there are in sunny plnocs, 

IhotiiB on tho stems of flow’iot^ Ian, 

Clouds overshadowing beauteous fares, 

Young bo«40ins batbounng fear and can ; 
Mtiigliiig with ioiuH oi mirth aud gladness. 

We litai the dull fimeical kiull, 

*iMid ploasun*'! "lie the \oire of Sidneys 
^ Sighs mournfully, ‘ J\vteweU * faicwcll I 
‘ raiowell to summer’s gentle hice/cs, 

To fiiendship’s wli’spei*^, gi idler still ; 

Oui flames tho bieath of wiiiUi freeres, 

Oui souls aie ’iiuiiibed by scorn and ill. 
raitwell, once gay and fingrant floiuis ; 

No dcwdiop gilds the drooping bell ; 

So dried by grief, tlicse hcaits of ours 
Can bcaictly inonn, Farewell, ftircwcll !’ 
Wclcotiio to him the smiling luoriow 
Who tot SOS thioueh the wcaiy night , 
Welcome to eieiy child of sorrow 
The joyful sound—* Behold tho light ” 

Then how can hiaits by anguish men, 

Too shaip, too deep foi son^ to toll, 

Ft>rbe.ir to i>ant, to pine loi III aven, 

Whcic none shall ciy* * 1 aicucll, fare, veil ? ’ 

S C. 


hi <t\V \X11 It \1 11) I OMCOMllUV. 

Specfl in compobition is a question iblc adianingo 
Poetic hibtoiy records two names whuh may lepriscnt 
the rapid and the thoughtful pen — Ijope de Vega and 
Milton. Wo see one pouiing out verses more lapully 
than a secietaty could wiitc them; the other biuiding 
up, in the watches of the dark, a few majestic lines One 
leaving his tteasures to be e.isxly compressed into a single 
volume; the othci to be spread abundantly over foitj- 
six quaitos. One gaining liftecu pounds; the othci a 
bundled thou6an<l ducats. One sitting at the dooi of 
his house, when the sun shone, in a coatse coat of gi ,y 
cloth, and vnited only by a few leaiued men funii 
foieign counfiu s ; the othei followed by ciowdb ahunever 
he apjieaied, while even the children shouted nftii him 
with delight. It IS only since the oiuth has fallen on 
b >th that tho fame and the honouis of the bpaniatd and 
the Englishman have boon changed. lie who neaily 
finished a comody b^iforc breakfast, now lies motionless 
m hii small nicae of monumental biography; and ho 
who, long choosing, began late, is walking up and down, 
in his singing robes ami with liiuicl round his head, m 
the cities of many lands; havuig his homo and his 
welcome m eveiy devout hcnit, and upon every learmd 
tongue of the CUustian woild.— irri/wofPs /Viwswifv o/ 
ZUnaiure, 

KVM 1 s or 1 roWEUs. 

The flower Dahlia was «<> named from a SwodNh 
botanist called Andrew Dahl, and should thtrehire 
never be pronounced as if it were spelt Da&lia, Camellia 
should have both IPs pronounced ; it was named after 
do. Kamel, a Jesuit, whose name Is latinised (’affhllus. 
Arbutus should be aceOnted on the flmt syllable : see 
yii^d*s Eclogues, 
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THE LADIES* GUILD. 

When society began to emerge out of the darkness of 
the Iron Age, the gentler sex enjoyed its fair share of 
the elevation. Women, indeed, received from chivalry 
even an undue predominance, and the strength and 
valour of men croucjiSed, as if with the fabulous instinct 
of the lion, at the feet of heniity. The woinen of that 
time, Ijowcver, are not correctly appreciated in ours. 
It is the custom to regard them as mere pnintetl 
pu])i)ots, set up by the fantastic spirit of the age ns a 
mark for skill or braver}', and with no more authentic 
claims to our respect tlian the silken banner of the 
joust, where they * rained influence and adjudged the 
prize.’ It is not generally known, or is always for- 
gotten, tJiat that very banner was >vorked by female 
fingers, and that many of the luxurious trappings of 
chivalry, which contributed more to the advancement 
of society than ll)c gallant but foolish blood that 
Ixjspattered them, owed their existence to fem;Ue indus- 
try and, ingenuit}'. Even so early as the eleventh 
century, the wjincn of England w'oro so famous for 
embroidery that in that age it was called * English 
work,’ just as in n]iciciit times it was * Phrygian w ork ;* 
and hmong others w'e read of Matildis, jin ICngUsh- 
woinan, distinguished for her skill in . dyeing purpkv 
and adorning robes with g4>ld, gems, paintings, and 
flow'crs. 

In the following centuiyvthis reputation continued, 
and the names of the fair workwomen wdiich have come 
dowm to us belong always to the nristocraticnl class. 
Clwistina, Princess of Margate, wlio lived in the year 
1189, was a capital hand at such mattm ; and a mitre 
and pair of sandals whicli she embroidered wx*re declared 
to be perfect ‘ wonders.* They were presented by tbc 
abbot of St Albans to the pope of that day ; and thus 
the loftiest head anti holiest toe in Europe were clothed 
by English female industry. 

In the fourieeutli century, however, wtj arrive at ^ 
n more interesting epoch, when women stand promi- ' 
nently out among the ingntlierers of that true harvest 
of the Crusades, which consisted in the establish^ ' 
ment of industry upon the ruins of foudnlism, . Tbo 
knights iiad been beggared by their extravagance; 
property had chah|ped hands ; and skilled artificers of 
all kinds felt tq tbe^f 

were not wotoem great ptbportioii of thenif 

were women in a modified 

manner, the i^im&ities bestowed by ; chlv^^ upon 
their ^^ore alWefi 

v.Mdden:;'tb;..#ie. men.' /.-Jdale 

on0-|>i^l^^^i;:bn36^lhe;same 


charter of nature itself-*- to do as they thought fit. 

A man was fixed for life to his loom, or his anvil, or 
his last; but a woman might try the whole circle of 
the trades till she found one to heir taste, and then go 
round again out of slioer feminine love of variety. In : 
the records of those gallant days wo find female 
brevrers, bakers, weavers, spinners, embroiderers, and 
others employed in various works in wool, linen, and 
silk. They were distinguished by the female termina- 
tion ster; thus a brewster, bac'kster, webstcr, means a 
w'onian who brew's, bakes, weaves. 

JTn the middle of the fifteenth century the female 
manufacturers in weaving, carding, spinning, and other 
branches of industry, are particnlorised in a public 
document. This is a resolution of parliament, in which 
the prohibition of English cloths in the Netherlands is 
complained of as being hurtful to our industrious coun- 
trywomen. Rut sometimes parliament— -so unlike the | 
parliament of our own enlightentsd time l-^required to j 
be reminded of its duty ; and in the year 1457 we find 1 1 
the silkwomen of London memorialising the legislature, I ! 
in good-set tenns, on the injury they sustained fn)ni jj 
the free importation of foreign goods of the kind by ij 
' Which tliey themselves got tlieir living. We may fancy I 
the meeting at which this memorial was got up— the 
i^solutions,. the speeches, the indignant . appeals, the 
slmil screams of laughter, defiance, or applause ! ilut 
the agitation was successful ; atul the parliament which 
had Gomplained so pathetically of a similar step taken 
by the Low Countries, indulged the ladies with a pro- 
hibition in tlieir tum. The same favour was shewn to 
them in the year 1463 ; bult the time was now at hand 
when women should stmid no more upon their indus- 
trial rights, real or supposed, hut come before the 
I couiitry, wliOn they came at all, iii the chanicter of i 
victims, mendicants^ and casto^^ 
it woqld bo impossible to describe the process by 
which they were eibOweil out of their employments by 
the other sex, because was so gradual as to lie 
haiidly percoptible except in its results. But ono 
cut^ibus circumstance attended it| iiatnely, that when 
men instalk^ themselves in the piaces of women, 
they retained riie femmii^^^^^ appellations, and became 
browslers, backsters, webstets, and so on. Ono only 
:of the himies , peculiar to the fair sex 

iljpiflsters 1 and iaS to thk day appears to suppose 
^the word: t0 desiiftuite employment followed by all ■ 
.unmarri^’^(^n. St 

The o!ii Ary which in cme age made women obj AB; ! 
of ^wm^^ibd in anotlier age remo}^ |he mteri^iSi: 
tions W '^bich sltaA^ 

;krv-i^%e-'.taik0ilK’hi'.now^ batj^s^r.iv,: 







I to use A homely ph)r»8e» PTit8 the : 

yM to miot ire M bomd m jt^ i 

mr to bringri^tiM'-M^U Tti» is v£?jy^/#Ao^«?43her of lodies bo 

ganei^us UP fo the tho f 

■ g^h<|r^fe'i;'of . It ISa^ios. -t^t , .tlMjro. ".dcohim^; ■ ^y difficulty . ■ 

■ . is:Sip;;i!9ii^:;.^ world y itetbhes "the'.yery' ■ the ' shpply Tucill: ,^i!^, c^e ..of, nature; . . 

and' neee^Uyr .' . ■ ■■'■■'■. ' ■ 

"si^io hk^ throws them fbr li^ upon sympathy, vAIthOUgh the lituiies* Ouild, however; cannot be con- 
. ibrbearaiioe, kihdncsA ; and it accustoms them 80 mu^ •siden^ ^ time, it goes a 

1^ idea arid the reality of dependence, that ixii way towards it ; it is that iciaoat important of all 

' cvaeii many yc^rs of the higher spirits of the Sti^^-^the &st step. It couritenan^ industry, 

sex pass away in a hopoto but bitter and indignant and rt offers a held for it which may prove — and we 
struggle with what they concave to be their scKJial hope; vSll prt)Ve'-^)f considerable magnitudej The sub- 
^ destiny^ As for spirits of the cominottet their stance luckily 6f a kind to 

; time arid thoughts occupied With the dkartri many feminine prejudices ; for tlie gentiUi^ of 

; ■ the work is unquestionablo. EtciI in the fottrteentU 
)tri tlieir hopes, l^rioge with them is ‘ceninjry,"“when the first manufactory” was established in 

■ V the grm^^ seldom accrim- Eranceby permission of Philip de Valois, it was con- 

':; 'pariied:by that whieli triily confecnatriB it^ ridered that persons of the best families might follow 

nOous loye of the prbrid arid iil^e. the employment without losing caste. This idea was 

The exemption of wriinen firowi the laW of work is in confirmed by tho government itself, for in public deeds 
ricrtalri rilasses in Eaglaiid one of the greatest of pur such manu^turers were styled * g(;ntlemen of the art 
social evils j arid it is the inrire puzzling that it seems and science Of glass-making and the privilege of Ibnn- 

civilisation of the lug one of these establishments was bestowed upon a 
, In our own immediate day, however, U: kind of person near Lyons as a reward for military services 

reaction seeins to be at ita eommeriecirient. tVe hear rendered at tlie battle of Agincourt, AVe must not, 
of some female authors bjr prbfessio however, be betrayed by these circumstances into 

artists, engravers, decorators Of various kinds ; there forming any extravagant notion of the article then 
are likewise OCtresseia aild sirimirs, who by th^r pri- product. It was nothing more than wimknv-glass 
vate chariictefs /give mspcctabih^^ as weU as beauty that was achieved by these ‘ gentlemen,' and that only 
to theii* branch lif art ; and there are constantly adyer- in round plates, with a bottdim or eye in the middle, 
tisements appeemin^— many of them fraudulent no afibrding at the utmost a soiiare of eight inches. The 
doubt, but still indications of the turn the public mind colom» of this glass was yellowish, variegated here and 
is taking— ofiering pirifessbms to gentlewomen by which there vnith bubbles ; and it is supposed that the desire 
they may Iw ;;able to Bupppi^ thrmikdves in in^^^ hide , such deformities originated the custom* of 

dence. AU tliis, howeveti* bespeaks as yet orily the painting the small kuares framed in lead, wdiich 
neceMlty of the Case, and the craving for relief it elicits I fbtinaed the 

fbr in realty rio p^ceptible choiige has taken in The Ladies’ Guild, liowover, liave now very ditibrent 
society. A^at is/W aj^itatirin of materials to work upon ; apd we may fonn some idea 

tho question of female cmpioyriieht, and an example Of the results produced under Miss AVallace’s patent 
ofibred in the respectable middle classes, of a nature fit fi^om the following description taken from our contom- 
to dispel for eye^vthe pi^tudices which render the pos^ p^ 

tion cn woinan so j^malous. ‘ All our ideas of Oriental splendour— all the gorge- 

For thiktri^n we have been as much inteiristed . by ous imaginings of Orientals th^^ iriiglit now be 

the pr{(^pktriS. of an association called the Ladies^ realised to fei^ht at least ip the sober actualities of 
Guild as We ri^te a short tiriie since by that of the British decowtive art in glass. The Tustro of silver 
Literary Guild/ Tlie pi^spectus complains tha arid gold, the fiery sparkle of the ruby, amethyst, an<l 

almost the only resource of educated wOirieri has been eve^ >iotual or imaginable gem, and tlie more sub- 
tuition, and priiposes a ‘ridvel and interesting plan,* dukl, but no less beautiful hues of the pearl and the 
by whldVoombmat^n may accomplish ‘wliat individual tropical aliolb may now, by the recent efforts of Britisli 
. efert could never ladies to skill and invention, be combined at a inwleratc cost, 

' ; assemble in a khool of instTuctiori in London, where, and without a vestige of mere gaudy glitter, in the 
; Sum of two shfiUngs ppr week (to meet decorations of the mansions of the gentlemen of Eug- 

riecessary rixp^ tliey may become niisti^sses wf a land. Hiss Wallace's productions consist, in pi inciple, 

; certain di^nStiiye kr j;, protected by pateri^ arid fiieir of imitations of gold and sil ver in glass, without iho 
producriorikin wlfieh will W sold turn # either metal j of the protection of actual gilding 

Ladies in ilie proviiicc^ : ^ inyit^ to this rii' !®yiirittg under an almost invisible yet magnifying 

common centre, Wh^ ihey may form an assoefated^^^^^^^^^^m of a pecriliar roode of addmg metalli and 

!|;;littein riorinectiori ®Sarly brilliancy to colours, to pninted and stained 


cost t]^ arijr mdiVidria^^^ do in a senium to engravings, all in glass ; of imitations of 
/Asiiipm** Tli^ is alabaster, maiacliite, Arir,' In glass-covered 

l^ca'f arid tririiable and gifted jk^i^itions ; of imitaiions of precious stories ; and 

j . 4 Among the various forms Under which these arc 
economy in ardiitectural decoration, are those 

wh^l;;a.:<^^ of them'' with a ■' 
rimdri'rif;«i^effing1^ .blue, on- ' 

' 'j^wriv^,'''liilrilp{^;;a9^ 'mriris' tristri:;' ' in2mr.-;iurfii6ri'''.::i}f. m' ..'glass (another 

nririimririS'^i^^ Witli' 

^viiirig ';a8 '^f<wiimi|^ of pro- 

':|';|ri';its. '£b'. ^^y-workars, effhet, .particrilar)^ night,, with ; a ' 

' .. . ■■ ■■.: ., evriri;/ari.: indifer©nt'ii^-'reiected..wom'.. .itv. .- 
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of dU^et' eii^Ar^ :6n a in glass, ^re j not' m; 

I made to #$rii the walls in fpfti of picture-frames, j for itio now, papa/ She w^lA say ; ^ hut I’ichOi^^^ 

B^kj08 » xiumh^r of these productions in varied detail, I will corao that you will ^ he proud to cM Oemd 
wo s&\v: a epeoimea o decoration for 8on-in^J*if;r ' ' - 

/ windows fo form of armorial bearing^ in "vivid colours,' * Himt maybe : I do not dispute Mr Spencer's 
I made pecuMarly sparkling ahd hrilHaiiV ^d fo ^onie but in tJie meantiine he baa no money: and'bd’V^^i , 
phases pearly, by one of the processes already alluded derey i ybunk man may be, it is often before ho ; 
to. One giteat feature in most of the inventions is, g^ta iiitb practice*' : ■ 

that they are all protected, mostly within hollow mould- * Very well, papal we areth itohurry. I don’t think 
irigs of glass hermetically sealed, so that tHi© gildih^, It will 1 m so long as you expect before Ger^d makes 
Can never and the whole is in tills respect his way. Such talents as his cannot long remain 

e^rlasting. So is it with the marble imitations* evliich unknown; but aS I said jiist now, wo arc in no hurry ; 
are so firmly embedded in composition that they are and he would be quite ias averse to our marriago taking 
said to be quite well adapted to all the risk , of exterior place prematurely as you would he. He said only the 
GO^tructioii for which th^ are designed, as well as fbr Jast time he was here, that till he had a comfortable 
chimney-pieces and other forms of interior decoration.* nometo offerme, he would never mention the siiliject 
' This new ana ..brilliant art, it will be seen, displaces, to you.’ 

no other. Its productions are additions to the list of ‘Very well, Lucy, so much the better; Only don’t let 
elegances demanded by a refined and luxurious age, him .mention it to you either; and take Care you liave 
and their application is bo various— so almost univer- not to Wait for him till all the bloom is off your 
sal— that the institutors of the Ladies* Guild are not eheeks.* 

unjustifiable in imagining that they have opened out ‘I*m not afraid, papa,* answered Lucy; ‘hut even if lit 
to women of the middle classes a wide and elegant were so, Gerald would love me just the same, and we 
profession. Let them take care, however, say we, of could he very hapi)y without the bloom * 
their first step. No trade can be forced ; and it Will Secure of his love and sanguine of success, Gerald 
be much salfer and kinder to invite ladies into the thought he could wait too: bright anticipations of the 
field as tliey are wanted, tlmn to collect a multitude future lent a charm to labour tliat was to be so sweetly 
in the metropolis to work on the speculation of a rewarded ; and after studying at Paris and Vienna, and 
market:* rendering himself in all respects worthy of the public 

^ — .' 1 — pitronage he counted on, with the assistanc^o of his 

A 'r \7 V 17 AVQ rmsjn nn\n? nv f^her he took a small bouse in the neighbourhood of 
A TALL Oil PAYS NOI LONG GONL BY. Square, and with a brass-plate on the door 

TinciiB resided some years ago in London a young announcing his name a^d profession, ho sat down to 

surgeon named Gerald Spencer, He was the younger wait for patients; and patients came, not a few, betwixt 

son of a gentleman of good family but small fortune; mne and eleven o’clock, when it was understood he was 

and as everything that remained to the father was Sit home; but alas, how seldom did one of them bring a 

(flitaHed on thoeldest mn, a Rood professional cducatiou ® his hMdl'l hey were ail paupers or ^ 

wiiaujiu uu uxvt. i* ftuvxiiuicasiuuai cuu^MVJj pe^opie whoiu hc had attended in the hospitals, or such as 

was all that Gerald emUd expeet trom his fathef, and sent hy these ; for, enthtisiastle in Ws art, he had 
It was aU he got. But m the matter of education VilUngly and carefully investigated and ministered to 
nothing was sparetl; and :is Gerald had both the will tlio maladies of the poor, and when they learned where 
and the ability to profit by the instructions iie received, he was to be found, they crowded to his door. And ho 
there was great reason to hope for a successful pro- was content to see them-r- they offered subjects for study 
fessional career. It is oft®n a good thing for a young improvement; but there would be no getting on 
man to have nobody to rely on but himself. Those ivithouta few rieh ones too i hovr else rras^he to pay his 

«f.u EiScr ' 

but ho * or A.; ond thjs otera altor. though ouch Waiting U to oiuim to rioe, 

native quickens a man’s wits, and lends amazing vigour and Who knows lie has the capacity to do so, if he cquid 
to his energies. Gerald felt the full force of the once get his foot on the ladder, 
necessity; and all the more, that he was deeply in love The disappointments and anxieties that have attended 
with the daughter of one of his father’s neighlMurs. He the early career of many a man who lias afterwards 
had known Lucy Manwaring from her cliildliood, for eminence, have b^n so ftequently dcsciibed 

she was six years liis junior, and he liad loved her ever 

sincejie vres old enough to taow what love was. But ^ of Ws wrtain success 

thpui^i she was the daughter ot a geuUeman, like totu ^ his own ftiends and his iWstresa, it w-as douHy 
hilhiself she had nothing but her personal qualifications morti^g to find his jMrfbimknce fallin so far short 
to recommend her. These, however, were consideraWe; of his promise, that the first yekt be was obliged to 
for she was both ;amiahle, pretty, and intelligent, and* to his fkther fbr money to pay his rent— a favour 

above alUdevotedly attached to her lover, respec^ng that was not granted wittmut some vexatious 
whose talents she was quite entliusiasllc, to the large sums that had 

■ / ^ wliicli it was Ingh time should ntoduce its harvest. But 

■ * Some J»iis Wi. s P»rw»pl> snggesttag wo,.d.engr.viw Still the nch^i^cjisst for reUef to i^eu 

. emjflc^yment for wa» transforrud Into this JotinW foaiirii. . whoSC e8tabUSh<M ®eputatl<mS inspired hope mid C^llUlr 

the ^WostmiasterHtivjew.' OaiiHed thus into tha iiaads^thsgreai dehce, Whilst he wSI exerciSing all Ids Skill on patients 

who notjiing ibht bles^^ in return. 

WomSn who fMfe thniSiSvaati& although blessings we indeed bles^ things, thw 

they are ivBtniihed byaSiifctt^,TRW^h^^ ciii Will not foTnish a man's table nor pay his rent, still: ; / 

the Bubjoct, Gbicayiaqmtiis% what the fair: wnteni boaid less ean ho marry upon them ; and the young surgeon's : 

xjueBtlpxik WAvwisi* ■ irim^ uaV tO-day. ■ 

orttels btw appeared ih fola ab * Yesj- be wuuld say to himself with bitt^Urt^ * 

' iauoh;a«iblstthti as aigHsMSU-th' ' ; ■the’'':'preseit|t':;i^^ . have-: died;;;, off;:;-. 


orttels btw appeared ih foia so * Vesj- be wumd say to himself with bitt^Uti^ * WhWt 

■■ ■ muoh.'asblstibti as aigK^ffsUtii' arii!d'fi«.;1Ws..'siUaU':Uwote*^^ ■ ■thr'pfeseUt.-'':g^Qm have-: died',^bff;C;;'.Wh^>;Aijtiey';'' 


■■i.-i.-j..^. j>illA:lia^i4sia>'iiiiiS^¥ I • *JBui^WfcoM ^imo ili^:^ |^jii|i)Wa,p^ to-' 

<»J«e *e ‘hem?-«i4 without 

i*hili^»%5t«S8 and drive ‘I^%ko« *o»M /■:•■' 


i'iaLiUwlhii ^n «« / ; ■ «dnii^ bnl-^ 

eniptjp: iSriti no ppjportuiii^/ of 'em you U get pleiAty m 

[ ■;. f-r •^, •■ ;tO^C0i!fe;^><)u/ 1 

; ■ iliia'^AitioH \pas for liis pride But hoVr am I to get subjects ? OTiy, 

Hittt liO tell tb© whole truth j and whilst he Was holding IC-f^ j^rb forty pounds for one lately.* 
put Mia^oini he found them as •;^^i khbw* thav answered O’Grady; ‘but there are 

W doing it ;* mid then, witli ms elbows on the 
the young students of medicine he had tabji^^e leaned ticrosS, and in a low voice coramunm^ 
become ttcquaint^ with about the hospitals was one tb Cf^^d the alluded to. ’ 

called! O’Gt^y, itte was au Irishman, as his name At that time, and it is not so very many years since 
indicated ; apparently of low birth, without coniiGCtionSy ^thbse circumstances occurred, surgeons were expecjed, 
and with little talent op industry. Neither did heS as much as now, to be acquainted with all the mysteries 
evince any itinbition or desite - to rise. He seemed of the human frame, whilst the legisiatulb placed every 
either conscious that hb was bito fbr^ mediocrity or irnpediment in the way of their (livin'? into its secrets. 
,<x>nteht with a little ;^^b that little he hever appeared Tliere was no provision made for supplying tbcmi with 
to want. Yet those who had known him longest had subjects, wddlst to obtain tlicni by violating the gravc- 
undcrstpbd from himself thpt beliid nopriVatoi'esourccs, yards was an tinlawtel act. Of ('ourse, however, they 
but had come to I^ndon to ti^db on his talents and weh so obtained ; many a man lived by the trade, and 
educatiOh, li^^^ amongst them* It occurred to the surgeons w'enrundcr the necessity of countenancing 
Oerald sometimes to wonder how he contrived to Ih'e; the crime, or of remaining in ignorance of what they 
whether he might not have falion into some inferior were bound to know. ^Sorne of the dire consequences 
line pf practice that paid ih some degree-^a practice of this short-sighted legislation became known to tlie 
thpt, in perspective, lie would hiriiself have scorned, world, and wc have a verb adopted into our vocabulary 
hut now he would be too glad to take anything he which, will carry down the legend to posterity; but it 
could get., With tluj view (if flbding out O’Grady’s is well understood that there were many more deaths 
secret he cultivated his society, wdiich, from not liking by hurhintj in different parts of the Icmgdom, especially 
him, he had originally rather avoided. Wlion the in liondon, than ever became public, as also that the 
Irishmaii saw him disposed to be civil, he shewed annals of the resurr(*ctionist8 would record many 
liimself teady enough to meet Mm half way; and one strange escapes and frightful adventures, 
day, as they quitted ono of the hospitals together, he But to return to our story. Shortly aft(.*r the con- 
iuvited hiin to dine With iiim at an eating-house ho versation alluded to betwixt Spencer and O’Grady, tlie 


frequented in the neighbourhood. 


former made known his intention of giving l(.'ctures on 


I Tho dinner was not in the grand style, but it was anatomy; indeed, he put advertiseimmts into the papers 
plehtifril; and p'Grady called for a bottle of wine to to that cfTect, whilst it was secretly circulated amongst 
I relish it — a luxury the other was little accustomed to. the students that n subject would be provSchKl for each 
‘Upon my word, O’Grady,* said he, ‘you make it, 'lecture. As the opportunities for practical observation 
out capitally if this is the style you live in every day. were so limited as to tender such oexiasions extremely 
I don’t know how it is, but though I get plenty of desirable, and as the abilities of the lecturer were well 
Iwtients I never get a known amongst stmlents of meclicinc, he had oven from 

‘ Nqr I eithet,* said 0*6rac|y. * Whyj man, if I the first a pretty good attendance; and their tavourable 

depended on, fees, I should not get butter to niy bread.' teport spreading, soon brought more, especially ns the 
‘ Oh ! I beg your pardon,* said Gerald; ‘you have tec was modoratc, till at length ho could boast of a 
doubtless some private resources. Fortunate mim, Sky tuowded audience. Of course every man present was 
i ! I wish / had:* aware that the subjects whujh formed the chief attrac- 

O’Grady did not deny the Imputation, aud ao, the tion were illegally procured; but it was everybody’s 
matter rested for that time ; but as rilher te^ to keep the secret, and nobody sympathises 

of Ms own, or frohi goOd-nature, he not unfrequently yith laws tlmt run counter to human necessities, 
tevited Gerald to share the lectures continued and flourished; and the fame 

tin#y tUl » degree of , cx>ofi<tehce was established they slicd hrouglit patients, till the young surgeon’s 
betw^rt them W to momentous - tertunes improved so ter, oiul promised so >vell for the 

! * As getting into J^ra^^ future, that he ventured to make his proi) 08 a]s to Mr 

as out ofc witbbut iptnO extmidifiaiy Mimwaring ; and tho lovers being quite weary of living 

lucky; bW;* said O’Cl-ady* one protracted hope, they pleaded their own cause so 

to ^ batk to old Itelaiid* wb^ in some miserable energetically that the father’s consent was won, and 
bole or another, I shall kettle ^itb^ were marritwl. 

xaud spefi^^ roit # the sb)^ & this event taking place, trusting that Ms prac- 

r Of an lriril-l^^ hicrease, and be sufilcient tb maintain him- 

you-;bw;'h^;';on;^;;ibUit^ ;ii^.4bd;hiB'wift^-.Idr' Spencer, resolved ■te,;abandon for 

t}iiy^^..isb*t;g.' ;ps w iha® ■ i': .better’ : :'«efV|^lbbse midnight'ekpeditions with'-O^Oradyj-to which 

;; hia^^i^hiaiy ne<^sslth»» hW;'tO:;;co«sent,.but. ' 

pleased ; wjtiich he had never undertaken without :i^ of* 
te itfiritoe Jb me apprehension of 


on'.his 

■■'V:iniw;,Wrrt'e>;.byy&iK;yl^ furOteh^feiids. 'fbr'r'ms family ex- 


fui^sh^:^ds. 'terrms temily ex- ' 
.y)t '^l<^lixrii^ient, and ■an'" 
"old ■ resources 


:i>h 












ishe i^ished# ' 

'■■■'■'Ifiiiiittliu^ ; ■' ' mi 4 :':i^;.it;-^h^^1^/'' it' : on the 

:-':;:^gcw<i'CH2eadpii'''^ut;i ^iltoney, .■mosti'.irf' 

^:Iifc'lEH8j^egii^ iw. of ’ i1^:ihej^ftire,' 

'^hoibg hPiae.;;.at: 'ithe -li^aal 
? aitocflp Mrliere the tfeuiff 

return for; it iniWil^ 
as rapidly 'Melie cottH,, entered 
; iidpf if which, for tlie eonreriieuce of it« 

always open, and groped her 
'Wa' hew:'<itute- darlE,. •towjwds ^Tenneirs.: 
roofoi; the door, of which was ajar. ' 

^ 8ignifies^^^ sajd a man, as Xucy, hearing Ids 

voice, pau^ a Aonijait, hesitating whether to go 
forward-^ ‘what sign I told you they wanted^ 
ijhe to the lecture this eveniiig, and there wasn’t no 
tlihe to f tand sh%^ 

get one dut!' o’ tW iatne placse as 

‘ ’Cause i Wj? lot tlie, order this xnorhing ; and it 
;: arn’t so; easjpr,; There Was a TutnpUa last 

night out i|tvisUn|to^ wlWre ' tlietn doetora was, and 
they: WAS nigh tah:eh f they sent to me. - 

^Ahe; haste witli the water, Will you ? They 11 be here 
afore we’re ready/ 

Just as he said thefO wOrdsi Anid as Lucy, having no 
notion to What their c^nvereatioh a about 

to advance into tlie room— whedie^ was chance, or 
Wliether he heard some sound tfadt awakened his sus* 
jHcions, yenii^itumed his head and saw her standing 
in the passage. To rush out, seize her by tlie arm, 
drag her into the room, and close the door, was the 
work if on instant/^ 

‘Don’t scream 1’ said the wonmn, da^^ forwards 
and^ laying her hahd ou Lucy’s iUbuthr-"‘ don’t scream, 
and you shan’t be hurt !* 

Lucy did but she answered with a 

trembling voice i ‘I came back for my bag I * 

‘ J know what you came back for,’ said the man ; ‘ I 
saw awatdung me in the lane 

‘jpush ! ’ said the WoiUAn i -she did leave her bag 
herev I^et her gu, jphn-^she came for no harm*’ 

'^BUt the man stood sullenly grasping hei^: arm. ‘ Sit , 
down there 1’ he said, thrusting her towardis a chairs 
‘ Sit you down ;there, I say. Make yourself at home 
since ypu';are..;here I' 

Tetritod into sileuee, the obeyed, and he went behind 
her ; the woman followed him, and presently she heard 
a strugi^e, but ho worda mdcscrihable foar that 
sdfoe ml^ifof was prej^ring for her inSde her turn her 
;;he«idi^ did so her eye fell upon the bed, over 

Wtoim k 4wJet wiwi spread, but Under the slmet there lay 
a; her blood run cold, for she felt 

tium tlm'W!em.im 

ha.ndi:":'ifoe;.'' .roore:;:W^' 

'0niy;'iy Oandle,. whfoh'''Shed;:''ifo;''gib^ gteiims;'' 
:';iig) 0 U: 1 ^’:#^ of horeorir: ■ ■ vi ^ ' 

w s^'uhi, 'f '.idfo-to" 

;;fo;''relfo^iih,.;;:ld^^^ 

;visSwia;:'i#d'en}y-l^^ Witiirail.; 

bed/-;:;'- 

she: cifod. to 

#1?:; Ae scried;#:; 


[ ihterforence, so he drove towatd l but the in 
I tioii seemed to have changed Wenn^lfs purpose, for she 
I presently reached the end of the lane unpursued, and 
1 makihg^eB the speed she epu^^ till she fou# toself in a 
I lessdapg^ous neigbbourlmod, slm stepped info a coach, 
and after dmuer-tiine more dead 

•ti5aa‘r<«ive^5‘^ had' been-- 

I iliv^ gDifo ;OUt fo the leothre, very mudi 

[ am ^somewhat alarmed at her absence, 

i Jlziaustea^nd and waited 

Ms Mftrhv eleven p- clock he c«me home very tired, 

' foi?! whole pf the preceding 
were words of displeasure ; 

‘ Wiy had she not beeii at home at dinner-time ? ’ 

‘Tell mp, Gerald,’ she answered, ‘ where were you all 

[ ^ What is that to you ? * ho asked. • 

1 ‘ It’s as much to me as it is to you to know where I 

been this afternoon I ' 

t ‘I beg your pardon, Lucy ; I was out on business.’ 

. ‘ But J wflht to know what business.’ 

‘ My dear little wifo have often business they 
cannot trust w'omen with 

‘On this occasion, Gerald, I beseech you trust mo ! 

I never before made any inquiries about your midnight 
excursions with O’Grady, but nowl havev'cry strong 
motives for doing s6.’ 

‘What motives ?’ 

* Motives that concern your safety V 
‘ My safety, Lucy I ’he rejoined in some alarm; 

‘ where is there any danger ? * 

‘ You were at Islington last night, Gerald I* 

Mr Spencer, who been sitting by the fire warming 
his feet, roso and Walked to the bedside. 

‘ Who told you so, Lucy? I hope you have not been 
induced by any ridiculous jealousy to spy into my 
btisinessl If you have, I shall be very angry. It’s a 
thing I could Jiot put up with in a wife, ho%vever much 
I Ibved her.? 

‘I see I’m right,’ she said, sitting up in bed and con- 
foonting him, with a pale and haggard countenance. ‘ I 
Imped I was not. I have been praying that my sua- 
pioions might be unfounded. You know a man called 
Vennell, Gerald? ’ 

‘ Veimell ! Wlmt do you mean?’ 

V ‘A man that lives at foe back of St S-^ Church. 

HeVa murderer !? 

VNonserasc! I see your mistake.' But what in the 
world has brought you in contact with yemxell?* 
^There’s no mistake; I tell you he’s a murderer, 
and it’s you that makes liim one! Ypu’vo been 
lecturing to-night ? ’ 

. ‘Of course 1 have,? answered Mr Silencer, still 
incredulous, and still half angry. 

‘ And you had what you call a-^a Subject ? ’ 

‘ Weil; if J had ? I ’ll t©U you what, Lucy,’ he said 
sharpy, ‘ if I hadn’t had subjects, you wouldn’t be 
Mrs^Bpencer ; 80 mind your own business, and don’t 

.Ifojfoplifoi’ - ^ 

i0h Gureldy tlie love of gain blinds you 

fo ti#it and wfoi^ i " T^ man, Vennell, is a murderer, 
I shouldn’t be here fo fott ypp but 

for his wifo, who enabled me fo make foy es^^ If it 
h^ft heen to her, you wnuld itohAj^ lia 
jm%eest to - night on ypur dissectittg- tfofo U 

" 

^ ■ foS.-'iuime'. bfv-i(^''what ■■ do; yod.'.'mpifoi- Lucy'? 

lifiiid Bperip^Cat-.to^-ifo^ ',fo: ;a;' belief there 

of a womim;::: 
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Iteh she told him that 

had happeikB4 • IlOW aho ha,,d visited the woniuiii^ and 
hoM!' Bttang^ her demeanour h«4 appear^; how she 
had ih^ the boy^ and the state of intoxi- 

cation the latter w in I how she had forgotten her 
ba® and returned for it] ^ 

/ His fears made him mlsmtei^ret looking baipk 
at him ^ and when he saw mb in the no 

doubt thought I had witnestod the murder. But 1 
saw no blood^ She said ; ; irafl lie killed? * » 

^ Suffocafed/* Mr Spmicer ; ‘ but I supposed 

by accident. It was I that said. 

■* I uas going to feteh the body^ i^ X remember hfiar-^ 
ing a woman cry, but I little imagined whose voice it 
wasl* 

* Let us be poor to the end of onr days, Gerald>* said < 
his wife, ‘ rather than get money by ^n^oly 
means 1' 

And Mr Spencer Was sufficiently shocked and 
alarmed to follow her advice. i 

What to do about Veimell ho did not know. If he 
accused him, the man had it in his power to makcvei^ 
unpleasant disclosures regarding himself and O’Grady ; 
and besides, Lucy was extremely unwilling to implicate 
the unhappy wife, Finally, after some consultation, it 
Avas agreed to warn Veutiell of his danger, and then to 
take such measures as would prevent a recurrence of 
Iho crime. But the discovery of Williams and liis 
associates immediately afterwards led to a full exposure 
of these dreadful practices, and to a more judicious 
legislation, which put a stop to them by removing the 
motive, 

Lucy’s bag was returned, witli all its contents safe, 
by Mrs Veimell, and the man I have galled by that 
name was transported at the same time that Williams 
was executed. The young surgeon, whose real name is 
not of course beixj gi^TU, rose afterwards to considerable 
eminence in his profession, and, 1 believe, died within 
the last ten years. 

TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 

The total eclipse of the sun, which takes place on the 
28tli of this month, is owe of those phenomena of nature 
Avliich cannot be witnessed without the most intense ; 
interest, l^artial eclipses of the sun, and eA’cn the great ■ 
annular eclipse, which was so distinctly visible in this :; 
country in I83(i, though liighly imposing phenomena, 
are far inferior fo the complete and total obscuration 
of that luminary. The event is described by those who 
have witnessed it as ‘ the moat awfully grand that man 
can hchold, and the moat iuterestihg,’ because on that 
occurrence Wo are permitted a hasty glance at some of 
the secrets of nature which cannot be seen op any 
other occasion. When wb read in ancient times of the 
two armies of the Jjydians and Hedes, even in the veiy 
' midst of a furious battle, awe-struck and d^istiug 
from the combat at tlm obscuration pf tlm SUiii We 
carinot wonder that such a s^taele Should deeply 
impress mo|e refined and moi^ intelligent bbserver«. 

Everybody kheWs that an eclipse of the fuu is causea 
by the t^aque of the mcK^n emhihg between 
and tile 8)^:; but of tlic difib»mce of 

drcum$tau4^a' ^ caUBes at one time an annular 
and at these dreumstanoeB 

hoover, vety ea^ If ^Ott toko a uf 

wdiito pa^* ■Imi it iub a d*«l« of, about four iucUes 
diameter, tbem Btanding be&ro 

it* 'take.a.'pbim^i-pl^';\^im^^ ona.-:;ai^;»Q-.pl|^- 

the coin bdweeW iy tliat; /looking 

both 


the whole circunifei^n(^ ;bf : the eirelel; 
thi» Will represent the d^eimmendi Of a total ecU^^ 
ThMi experiment Uluatrates an invariable la?^ ofryld(m^ 
<— that budioB near the eye appear lar^r titan : at 

a distaxfiie ; or, in other words, that objects dk^U^ah Ifii 
siae as they recede itum the eye or centre of vii^v ^ 
jgOW the diameter of the sun is about 400 times lar^V 
tiU th^ of the^^ m and the mean distance of the , 
f<afmer liuttinhry is about 400 times gr^tei^; so that 
ihe diametm m and moon as seen by us are 

nearly the same. But as the earth’s orbit i# elliptical, 
with the Bun in one of the foci or centres, at certain 
times the sun is nearer to us, and at other times 
more remote ; consequently his diameter increases and 
diminishes somewhat to our sense of vision. It is the 
same with the moon. IHer orbit is also elliptical, and, 
consequently, at certain ^riods bf her revolution romid 
the earth, she too appeal^ w disc than at 

others. When it so happens tliat a conjunction occurs 
between the sun and motmy&t a period wli^U the moon’s 
disc is at its emallcst and the sun’s at its largest, then 
the moon will not entirely obscure the sun, but a small 
circular rim of this luminary will ho visible: on the 
other hand, when tlie reverse position of these bodies 
oceurs—that is, when the sun is at his greatest distance 
from us, and his disc the smallest, while the moon is at 
her nearest point to the earth, and her disc the largest 
—then a total eclipse of the sun is the consequence. As 
the greatest difference, however, occurs on the moon’s 
discs the occurrence of a total eclipse is mainly depen- 
peut upon her relative position. From the well-known 
laAvg of the moon’s, revolutions it ie evident that eclipses, 
either of the sun or moon, can only be of occasional and 
comparati vely rare occurrence. Still 1001*0 rare must 
be the concomitant circuUistances which bring alwut a 
total or even an annular eelipso/ 

The eclipse of next Monday will only be partial as 
seen in Britaiu ; but over a portion of the conjiinent of 
I £uro|)e it will be total. Entering Norway near Bergen, 

J the shadow crosses both coasts of Norway, both coasts 
i of Sweden, and the eastern coast of tlie Baltic j then 
ranges through Poland iiiid iho south frontier of liussin, 
across the Sea of Azof through Georgia to the Caspitin 
Sea. The following towns are thus within its range; — 
Christiania, Gothenbuj-g, Corlscrona, Dantzic, Konigs- 
berg, Warsaw, and Teflis. All these places are now 
of easy aceoss to travellers ; and no doubt, with the 
present ikciBty of l<)QbmQtion, many will indulge them^ 
selves in a view of tlm spectacle. 

To those who wituew^ the annular oetipse of 1 83(1 
we need not describe the general effects The early 
con^egation of people of All ages out of doors bn a 
beautiful cloudless /Sunday ; the eagerness with which 
the first approach of the moon’s dork disc was watclied ; 
the inteawe interest with whieli its gradual progress 
was markedi the awe which the pervading gloom und 
StiUii^s aa of approaching night excited; and the 
singular efitet '^hich tins unusual in terruptibn of the 
order of every- day nature had on the uhrefiecting 
brute creatiott— birds ceasing their song, (inerting 
tlieir feeding -grpund, and %ihg ib the thickets to 
roost— cattle locfiRing uP lu dmnh an^ineht to the 
portentous sky r^aiid dogs y^hmfeg bad hoWlin||f in 
terror!’' ■■ ■ ^ - / /X ■ ■; ..X 

M. Ajfago strikingly describes tiie total eclipse vdf / 
184!^. .The wliole ciiouihfe^xutb of the moon was seen 
toy him thwgli hk telese^^^^^ slm had entered; 


toti^ Blrftnge flbetotibi* of 

;wa8/^®:jS^h. ;by'’4fagb'-..snd. others ui«)riXhb';7^i^i^::kn4'''- 
that ip' ■ 

jrah aft^;i^^knd'.tried;to''c^^ widi-thciif^;hii®i|^ 

describes ■ 

■fiowaaeiicing: bn-.'&o .iide:'; .of the': 
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)riiiig corotvi was ««0n double* Its t^xfcui'e aj)|«ared 
in aonic i>lacQB aa if i^brtaia or couipoaod of aritanal^^ 
thread ; in aomo places bnaahoa or faatlu^ni of ligiiit 
proco^od <bt>m H. The apx^Arance of thia pijiiiiioua- 
iio&a waa very atrlkihg and unacconniablo. The goucral 
opinion waa, that' U omanated from the sun; while 
njoro andent wtitora have nuppoacd it to be the ettmoth 
pherc of the moon. < In tht^ general decay and diacaao 
which $eoin«d to oppreaa all nature, the moon and the 
corona appeared almost like a local diHcaae in that part 
qi the skm* But iho most remarkable of all the aptwar- 
anees wore the red mountains or flames 'apparently 
prelecting from the circumfereiicc of the moon into 
the iiiflef ring of the corona. These W'ere seen and 
flgunKl under diflhrent Uftpuets by observers nt various 
stations. Tho first impression was, that, they wcro< 
parts of the sun-^dovations estimated at thirty thou^ 
sand miles ; but then the diffi^rence of form wldch they 
asannu^l us seen at difibront places became an objection 
to this theory. 'M. Faye conceives those appcaranct‘8 
to be duo to a sort of mirage or deception of vision. 

Of tho awfiil efihet of tlic total obsenration, and of 
tlic suddenness with v^hioli it came pa, it would be 
difficult to give on hlea. The darkness is described as 
* <iropping down like a mantle the clouds seemed to be 
dcsccudmg ; the outlmes of the horiaon become indis* 
tinct, and soi'ietimcs oven invisible; and a moral awe 
hung on the lividdooking countenances gazing arouml. 
The elibct on the brute creation was also CAtmordiiiary. 
In one case a hah^starved dog, which was voraciously 
devouring B<mic food, iobtantly dropjKjd it from his 
inouth when the darkness camo on. In another a 
hw«rm of ants, which were busily carrying their burdens, 
&topxx*d, ond remained motiouiess till the light reap- 
I i)onrcd, A herd of oxeu feeding in a field collected | 
I themsel^ es into a circle, and stood w ith their lioros 
I out wauls. Some plants, such as tl)e convolvulus 
j closed their leaves as at night. At Venic‘e Uic dark- ! 
; ness was so great that tho smoke from the steamboat 
funnels could not l>c seen, in several plaifis birds in 
their fiigiit came against the walls of houses. When 
the sky was clear several slai's wore seen, and in several 
places a n^ddish light was perceive<l near the horizon. 
A heaty dew fell at Terpiguan- Mr Airy menudns an 
anecdote related to him by M. Arago of the captain of 
I a French ship who had in^e most careful arrangements 
I for taking obson'-ations in his vessel. When tlie dark- 
ness came on, however, all discipline was at an end; 
every one’s attention was dircc'ted to the general phe- 
nomenon; and thus many minute observations were 
lost. For taking observations it may be* mentioued 
that no partloular astronomical skill Is necessary, and 
few instruments — a telescope, stop-watch, common 
prism, and polariscope, include the more essential of 
them. A photogenic ax^paxatus, either daguerreotype 
or Talbotype, or both, by which a iiumbor of views 
could be obtained during the successive stages of the 
phenomenon, and at difibrent localities, would bo by 
fer the most interesting and uscfhl of the obeervatlous 
whicli travellers and men of science could contribute 

CONTOSIONS OF A PlCTURB-mLEB^S HACK* 

I AM going to make a clean breast of it, fer the repose 
of my conscience, if I mav be supposed to have aity* 
and os some sort of laggard jiuitice to thgt vary numef- 
rous class towards wUm a stem necessity W odlS|Lt 
peUed ms to pbiy the X was o¥»oc a student * 

of nature, ana enthusiast^ m my studies^nohidshb^^ 
dreams of reputation and eelebrity, with all the pkp 
sant and kgreeable ta^eompanUxSients attendant u#!i 
them, l^ong years oC|MijlnM eaporienco have at lex^h 
brought homo to tny oonsolbusnasa tlie slow hud 
wiliingiyiuclaiowladi^ tsonvfetion, tlmt I have wSstOd 
the thread of Ufe In the pursuit tof a vooetion never 
intoUged fer m ; that, tliougflf haoe jntdbnndly imbued 


with the sentiment of art, I never really possessed the 
* faculty divine,* w iihout which ouocoss in tlio profession 
is hopdoSSr 1 say X ouce possessed the sentiment of 
ai*t — because 1 don't pn^tend to it now ; even that is 
gone, gono-^feittered and fedlcd away by tho 

couventiotial and lechnical'dln of the studio and the 
cant of connohseurship. Xt is a wretched fact, that to 
mo tli8 wliob world of art, so fur as its aestlietic influ- 
ence is cowiqsmcd, is nothing but a blank, unlcbs per- 
haps soine(niug worse. Tho once magic creations of 
lUjdiael, Correglo, Titian, and Kembrandt, are resolved, 
through the detestable process my mind has undergone, 
into mere masses of* oil and vsynish, canvas and cdlour. 
Where othcr'i* Ix^hold with avA the exprossjon of a god- 
like idea, tile embodlmcnt||lSl^ intellect and passion, or 
the incarnations of phy or k^incss, % see 
nothing butt paint-- red8j|!R>wu(yi|fl yunbvrs, moddsfts 
and uUntmarincs, with tiie sci jW iilUgs, and draggiugSit* 
and glazings, and scrapings, awwpnice-stonlUi^ auH 
tlm thousand artifices cm^doyfla inSfelting up an effect. 
It were well if this were all. 1 oould l)c well content 
never to look on picture mens if the face of nature 
would ret III u to mo again uruior the afciKH.‘t it wore in 
the dA 3 b of ujy boyhood. But, alas ! it cannot be. To 
mo the 

* Meadow, grove, and stream. 

The eaitb, and every common sight,’ 

are bnt suggestive of paint in its myriad mixtures and 
(*otnl>inaiions. The gleam of soiishine uimii a field is 
but a dash of Naples yellaw ; tho dark gioom of e\oning 
closing o'er the clistant mountains, sfieaktng of infinite 
bpacc and distiiucc to tho unsophisticated e^T. is uothim? 
to mo but a graduated tint of indluo, rod and v bite : 
the imp(*nolrable depth of a 3 'Rwning etircrn, dimlj' 
discornihlo auiiii the sombre shades of a mountain 
gorge, though it may tell a Ude ot romance and in} s- 
tory to otliers, is nothing upon earth to me hut a dab 
of Yaudyke br(twn. Na}, the IwundlesB sky, the o>er- 
atehing canopy that wraps uh U]> in biightmss or in 
gloom, ia in my view, according to circumstances, but 
a tube of diluted cobalt, or a varied combinntum of 
grays and reds, aud yellows and w^hites: while the 
glorious sun himself figures in ipy imagination, pre- 
ciscly as ho dcH*s in the pictures of Claude J#orraiiie, ns 
a uuc-»hlUing impression of a fiamc-eoluured tint. 

How this came aliout x>crhnx)s my history will shew. 

1 shall make it aa brief as X honestly cou : may it prove 
a warning to tile youthful aspirant for artistic fame, 
and incite him to a candid aud timely InvcBtigaiion 
into the reality aiul extent of his creative faculty I One 
thing I know — it w ill prove a revelation oftWofiil0 value 
to collectors and connoisseurs of all ages aud grades, 
provided only that they have yet modcbty enough 
remaining to doubt the infallibility of their judgment. 

X was bom in one of the suburbs of tho metropoHs, 
and my carlicbt recollections am associated with t)m 
palette and the studio. Hy father, whose sole chihl I 
was, was aii artist of very cousidorablo talent, who, 
with a real love of nature, combined a ready hand and 
a fecility of ptnctice whicji enabled him to produce u 
multitude of pictures tliougU he died youngs My 
mother, who worshipped him with a detotlon that 
knew no bounds, relieved liim of every cate uncon- 
nected wM his pursuit. It was her business to dispose ; 
of bis jpniauctiona, whuili, being all of small Size, rarely 


exceeding twenty inehes In Icn^^h, )»he carried to town, 
aad sold tp the dealers fee as much as they would bHng. 
Hlboie pofambulatlona, when I was big onuugh to 
iMfte tho long walks, I semotlmas apoompaniod lior, tmd 
when the solo was successfbl, genseidly got a cake or a 
toy fer my share. Besides my mother, my only play- 
mato was a small lay-figam, which it was tlm quiet 
dejtot of my childhood to cherish and fondle wim an 


de^t of my childhood to cherish and fondle with an 
Oimeifjjph whmh 1 0 ^^ Myfether’s 

never realised nmdli during liis life. Tiicy 







we^ chiefly kndlsCftpes of, » very Mmpie style of com-* 
posltipty and iK^ iM no other ngures than 

a womah and a ^hfld; of whic^ iny mother and I ^ere 
tlie models | and - I, remenibcr di^lneUy that when a 
pair of them i^isod flve poimda^ occasitm 

of a rejoicing and a hot Sttp^^wldch^,B 
to sit up and partake of* lily poor 
was eleven years of a^| aM llieh hik 
roso into sudden rGpn^ 6oUing ::;^apidly for: ten timei 
the sum ho had ever rdi^ved w tlipm. Jly degiees 
they all disappeiM^.from jnih^ view, heing pouglft up 
by tJ»e bfest jud^v who never jonde- 

sconded to notice the my I 

father to the gravo h^fortj her> year of inourning had 
expired ; and I, for thO time . heartbroken, was trans> 
ferrecl to the care of niy fath^’a only brother, al^^ 
attist, though of a vejy difTerent stamp. He sent me 
for two years to school, wiiere, in the society of children 
of iny own age, 1 soon forgot my grieft* Before 1 w'as 
fourteen my uncle bound me apprentice to himself, to 
make sure, as he said, of some sort of recompense for 
the trouble he would liave in teaching me. He was a 
portrait-painter, at least so said the brass-plate on the 
door of the house in Charlotte Street j but very few 
and liir between were the sitters who caine to l>e 
Jiinned. His principal occupation was that of clean- 
ing and restoring old and damaged pictures, and in this 
r he w'as employ^ mainly by the dealers, who allowed 
him but a sorry remuneration. He Iiad, too, a small 
connection of his own, to w’hom he occasionally sold 
pictures, bought at the sales in n woful condition for a 
few shillings, and carefully got up by himself. With 
him 1 worked hard (roiu morning to sunset for seven 
years, in the course of which penod 1 copied an im- 
. inense number of pieces, nearly all the copies being 
sold to country dealers, who came perio<iicaUy to town 
and cleared them otf. I learned thoroughly the diffi- 
cult art imd mystery hf picture-cleaning J acquired of 
net^essity some skill iu portraiture; and prosecuted, 
w’hcnever opportunity ofifereeb the pursuit of landscape, 
in which I w-as resolutely determined uj[)on gaining a 
reputation. 

With this view, when the term of hiy indentures 
had ruu out, I bade adieu to my uncle, who made no 
attempt to alter my purpose^ and commenced the 
world on my own account; deyotii^ my, whole time: 
and energies to my favourite pursuit. I first painted 
a couplo of pieces, of a small sue, and sent them to the 

Street Exhibition, paying the them customary 

fee, which a wisex policy has sineq abolished. I felt ; 
overjoyed to hear that my pictutos were huhg, and 
hastened to look at them as soon as the doors were 
opened to the public. My hopes were dofffied away ^by^ 
the sight <d’ my two little produetions, harily cuvering 
more than a square foot of eanvas eacli, suspendf^d as 
tcl^copic objects liigh aloft Ixmeath the gtoom of tlie 
ceiling I while whqio fathoms of tlie ^ sight line ' were 
chok(^ .up .yftth the ^ uhinitigated ^abominations, ■ as tlioi 
reviewers jnstly styled them, of ptm of the m^^mbers o 
the commiH^ whom nature had cut oU^t flw a seaveng^^^^ 
I had gone in debt fer my tramet, whiph returned 
to me at toe dlose of the exhibition smatoed to 
- nients. 

ino# the 

■ ■.bod'lmims!^ onvwltov 

frugaiity;'.''^-^jptoi^e^^ iu::-too';si!li^S;.V.of'; 

■ and -one, 

■ . ■•one -of ^my mbto^ ' 

.. ■thirty shillingil^'J^^j^ihiS^p^ ;*n.Jittlo- 

'■ sh^ed 

: wai;. the H^dU^:i<iahd. I^aimple :'and,pai^^^ 


’for a' . V 

hai|^ buoyed 

upjdnly,:by W qi*t« 

toam in their hands to ho sold on cominiasioii. 
When toay did toU, I they told 

for I but ^ iiifpttuation accidentally obtained with, 
r^ord to some few, 1 found that the average comm is- 
siou trto : about seventy - five per cent., leaving the 
;Ptoi^:tw<m'ty-flve'for tlm'ja^ 

X gtow to ptarsuit of im|ilovement, 

^d in tlfe ^ hopto of mending my fortune started a 
portrait clui). TOe men^ of a 

Ei^-aud-eiisy, who subscribed a shilluig a week each, 
and drew Into for pretodonce I but toey b^^^^ in 
%ier, and liad no faith ih honesty. As each one received 
his portmlt; hoMiscofltiuuM ids subsc^ption towards 
the rest, and I ii^lvod next to nothing fer painting 
too last half-dozen. The landlord, too, witoed me at 
Jerloho, us his customers took to bto^using themseives 
elsewhei'o, tb avoid my eloquent appeals for the aft^ 

I bade a final adieu to their vf^ly faces; with a feeling 
profound Gontempt as well fer the department of 
art they encouraged as for the patrons of it, and 
retunied to my garret, to cogitate some new itu^e of 
renewing my exhausted fenda I made a ootiple of 
sketches which occupied me a week, and took them to 
a pawnbroker, who lent nie fifteen sliillhigs upon them. 

I thought, ns 1 threw the duplicates into the Thames, 
toat though tliia would hardly do— taking the cost of 
.canyas and colours into account — I might manage it 
by a little contrivance; so I procured half-a-dozen 
canvases of the same size, traced one subject — com- 
prising a windmill, an old bexat, and a White horse — 
upon them all, and making one palette do for all, got 
up tlie whole six in ten days. These I pawned ibr 
an average of eight* shillings a piece. It was long since 
my pockets had been listened with such a weight 
of silver; but with the new feeling of indcpon^nce 
arose one of shame and degradation, which, however, I 
soon stiflcil. I rei)eated the some subject again and 
again; and grew so expert at length uith iny one 
pietum, that a few fiours sufficed to finish it. I kept a 
regist^ of my numerous * uncles,’ taking care never to 
appear twice at tlie same {dace wife the same picture. 

: But this trick could not last. At the annual sale of 
unredeemed pledges the walls of the auction-room weto 
covered with a whole regiment of repeiiiions amidst 
the jeers and bootings of the assembly bidders. • My 
plan was blown, and 1 dared iiot Shew my face to a 
pawnbroker. Jt was vain to tond pictures to be pledged 
by another hand, the fellows know my touch too well 
; to Iw deceived. T fried again with original sketches, 
but it was of no use: everybody believed that I htul a 
sooto Uf reduplicatibns in store ; and I was forced at 
longto to abandon the pawnbrokers to their discri- 
rniuatfe^ returned again to the dealers, but each 
i and lit httd^^a windmill, old boat; add white 

, horse hanging upon hand ; and, pronouncing : my pro- 
'ductious un^eablo, declined to purchase: In this 
dfiomma I Was driven to the > slaugiiter - houses,’ or 
ni^itly auctions whfek opened weekly a.t too West 
Bndv and obhstitilte the lost wrefehed rdpii^ and 

i figured for some 

time, wasting my doyA'iw m attempts to meet ■ 

thedefea^ds of a iidserabfe^^^^ grew sliabby and 

: di$^idtod^:-.and/,:Sank'into.'toe^:d^^ -.■Xlfeen',;. ■ - 

:-i i:'.eodldinqbtotot;:ttto^ex^K^to: toi-' 

bid; : .i 

^ upcMt i 'hegg^'-br ■ ' 

'■' rekindling ■ 

. w^’'bp;;^|iiir^siw. or'bui;:tO:KorW<;K^^ 1 


befen; 

Jii; tbfi- 

jn -^g^iy 

■;■, fc; be-deftlt' in' .piotarei'- 

,.,;t.o h .^cd'w'&tijr' coanection 

living 4u eitra shop in the city, 

ha exi^rdmary ahow of colour 

apd ^di^ ;on^^ with tbd e«^ial design 

*mmtry gabies,’ as he callM theia| 
j i^sh I boarded and Ipd^i ai^d 

' ;■ ^ T!«^biy salaiy, in xeten for which I ■ 

was ;th ten hours a day in making 

new j^jkjtures or resm to tlie 

demand. He bad picked me lip just in time for his® 
puij)osei A day ot two ailter I mitered lipon my 
dntie^ he encb^^ a epuntry l^ranet a^ sale 
K^hieh hid lasted for neaiiy ; a we#, ihe man of 
litlo Jiad bought between 200; Mts, with the 

view* of decorating a mimisihh :wld^^ lie was then 
building In Suss# ; ami having not: place at hand to 
cotitain h^ accepted the 

j ready ofibi? of ihy ^ them for him 

■ for a seasom 'jhe purchases arrired on the day of 
clcmranim, and WTO them delighted owner, who had 

bought a whole L.500. ^hey 

were all sti^ked in tho sUvering^room, and my^opioyer 
was commlssipned to select such of tlie m^ as he 
judged would dp credit to the taste of the possessor, to 
restore them to a good condition, to regild tlie frames 
of such # repuin^ it, a^ to disppse of the reject# 
pieces fiw what they would fbteh, carrying the proceeds 
as a set-pif against bis bill. Mr Orabb knew perfectly 
well what to do with siioh a commission. Tlie next 
day I was summoned to a consultation, and having 
locked tlm doors, the whole batch was gone over, and 
carefully scrutmised with the 4d o of water 

and a sponge. All the large xjietures (somo were as 
Wg as the side of a room), many of which I felt bound 
tp tumdemn as worthless, were set aside for repair and 
fmhiug ; while a select coUeption, amounUng to about 
tidrt.y of the smallest^ best, and mo^t saleeh|e cabinet 
Sikes, were ihrpM into a comer as unworthy of atten- 
tipni . For l^sc^ '^hi# Were nearly wortli idl the rest 
of the cpHectiOn put together, he ultimately made an 
ailowmice of I>.15 otT his bill, amounting to spyer^ 
hundreds, life cost of frames and gilding fpr 

trumpeiy of no value. It look mevfpur^^ 
prepare su<di of the pictures as wanted 
their ^l(b»d jackets, and it would have taken as many 
years had poper ciu^ and: Icisum been 
c^^ation ; but 1 wak lulmottUhed tp foBotV' a 
mpry pjpoo#ST^to:^ijQ^^ dirt aUd old vatnish 
the Jightij and ; to leave #ie shadows to shift tbr themw 


the Jig^^ and: to leave the #adows tp shift 
:;#fvp|,/trUsti^ Of;:vaiA(h''tO''':.bl#d 

;,>wkdj|te:- ^Onp.;fto ,8ea“%ht, which' ■defied:''-U!ll';:''0#-^ 
aply^ts^l^ muib its crust, 0rabh undertook 

sHvettia^^l^ and spl^htg wau^^ selvM 

raster tMf 

)f!0strahiadi'-#dv4mm#^'p^ 


done with, the mjeoted pictures were ytthdrawn ftom 
thi^r with miuy precautions 

to iuy truatmeati 1 laboured atm amore in 

their febt^ti#, and xcaped a littie fortune by 
He ks^t me well employed. Every 
in tb.be framed or repaired, if ho 
Ju^g# :&U s^ect Saleable, was transferred to me for 
Ceppj^ auSaorry indeed should I be to SW ear that the 
brimnad inv^lably^^ its way back to the owner. 

S Soon after hiy d^ at GrabVs my unole left 

Giiarlotto Btre^ and with a laigo ;0ar^^^o^ English 
pictu^s emigrated to H where he sold his 

Venture to good adySuta^, In one 6f the southern 
cities he found patrona^ wife, and grew intt> 

cousidCFation ere he di#' ' ' 

I remained seven years with Grabb, and during that 
paid# attained a wpnderf ^ility in thp-iuoductioii of 
copies, and so close an acquaintance with the meth# 
and handling of some of the llvipg London artists, as 
oc^sionaliy perplexed even themselves. This talent 
iUy employer turned to good account by selling forgeries 
of mine as the original sketches of painters of note and 
reputation $ and at the decease of any one of them ho 
supplied me with canvas and panels procured from tlic 
cPlourmen they hari dealt with, and set me about the 
manU&tTire of skctdies and unfinished pictures, which 
were readUy bought up as the relics of celebrated 
geniuseA 

At the close of my seventh year business fell short. 
True them Was plenty for me to do, but owing to 
distress in the. manufactuxing districts, the sale of 
pictures; as is invariably the case at such Reasons, vc*jy 
much declined. Still my principal" managed to get rid 
of his stock, though not in the regular way of business : 
he packed off a |Wfkion of lus i)est goods to country 
agcntA and to old customers on approval, and craTyimed 
the shop in the city to overflowing, where also lie took 
to sleeping at tdgbt, leaving me and the shop-boy sole 
guardians of the house in t^ho. One morning about 
two o’clock, while soundly sleeping in my garret, I was 
m*OUse(l from my rest by a tlnindering noise at iny 
room door, and the aflVigbtcd cries of tlie boy, calling 
upon mo to arise and save myself, for tlio bouse was on 
fire. I out of bed, contrived to huddle on a 

jiQttibu Af thy clothes, and dpemed the d<x3r. The room 
was iuStadtly flllod with smoke; the boy had already 
escaped through the' trap-door in the roof, which, iK'ing 
kft Q^n, act# as a flue to the fire, the flames of wliicli 
were rapidly ascending the stairs. I h/id no time for 
reflection, por stfllicient po’c^nce . of mind to snatch, ais 
I might : have dbiie, the few jiounds I h# hoard# from 
my drawer; but scrambling after him as I best miglit, 
found myself in a few minutes sliivering on the r<K)f of 
a. neighbour’s hpiisoivin my shirt and trousers, now ray 
sole worldly possesslous. A servant-girl let lis in at a 
garret wimleWj imd I4imn#iately d#pat^^ the Iwy 
his maoterf WhmUv ^ dift not sec till the 

mon^ng, when ;he 1^^ he w*as a 

#m# luaiv must look out for some other 

employer. arrear of wages due, 


'hudvguve mo A his own to l^n the world 

■ .may .'#d::%hat G#hb; subsequently -received. ' 
,;i^;;^3«jf5^and '.’.’j^uilds .,iustbii&e;: motiei^ that .. in. ' two; 
:3^^a.-after’^^ :so-?ti^bri)^hate.A'S;' toi'be-bhrn:# #'.<? " 

. over- 

tbe,/isaiiih;;;c#^ "'in;:N'cw 

'■ he had ■ 
recover ' 

if ahouid- 

‘W;:Al#-'i>ay prbce#higA' : 

ihsuradco. 











noxt enga^emeut was with Sapper, who kept a shop 
for fcho sale of pictures, together with largo warphotise^ 
in the neighbourhood of Covont Oardcii. I thought 
myself pretty woU versed in the art and mystery of 
picture - making, and eonceivod that aito my long 
experieufo under Grabb 1 had little if anything left to 
leaA. I'his worthy untlocelved mo cilbctually. In my 
former place I had been the only bund ; Imro I found 
tlirco companions, each fhr more cxpcrionced and more 
clover than inysolf. One, a gontlemau^ike ^Id ftdlow^ 
painted notlnng but Morlands from one year's end to tlie 
other, lie had been a oouteniporary of that ccujutric 
genius, and liad mastered his stylo so effectually tliat hi' 
would have deceived oven me hail 1 met witii his for- 
geries elflewhorc. lie was provided wit li a conipleto port- 
folio of every piece Of Morlond's M'hich had cv<'r been 
engraved, besides a considerable number of his original 
chalk drawings ; ho liad, moreover, pontagiuidiod out- 
lines of till' known size of the original paintings, which 
out lilies were transfern^d to the canvas in a few minutes 
by means of tracing-paper, and ])aintiHl In from the 
l)rints, wliioli w ere all slightly tinted after the originals 
tor his guidance. A man of about live -and -forty, a 
Araii(‘li(Ht(>r artist, of thorough training and admirable | 
►skill in his department, did duty every morning from 
eight till twelve o'clock ns the Celebrated Greuze; after | 
that lioiir ho dihappenred, to aiWnd to his own practice ! 
ns a ])ortrail-pninler. I recognised at ouch.* in his work 
the source of the numerous admirable Irniiscripts of 
that inn.'^ltr which I had been for yenrs in the habit of 
01 cabiounlly encountering both iii snlc-rixMiiH nud pri- 
vate collections. The third vtis a Dutchman, wlioin 
Sapper had picked up on a picture-tour in Holland, 
and engaged from ndinirntiou of his marvellous imita- 
tions of Teniers, whose works, with otUerfe of a similar 
bi'hool, he wHh constantly employed in imitating with 
I'stonibhing Hdelity and biiei'ess. 

Amoni* tin 90 compnidons I vras dirreted to set up 
my easel and commence operations ; and a small pic- 
ture of Vatrick Nasmyth was put into my hand to he 
oophui in duplicate. I was diastiil to mix a ccrtahi 
ciuhstaiico with every tint tliat was laid ou with any 
thickness, to msiueiis drying speedily* as hard as a 
tirick,’ lest tlie Huger- mul of a widi’-nwake customer 
‘ houhl detect the softneas of lU’W colour. The imuels 
])ut into m> hands, though snow-white witli -the pre- 
pared ground on the one side, worti black n ith agt* on 
llu' other, and spotted over here and tliero with the 
cracked boaling-wax impressions of well-known eem- 
iioisseurs, to intimate tint tlm picture 1 was about to 
commence had already passcil through tho hands of 
several collectors of repute. When 1 hwd Hin.-^hed them, 
both being done within a week, they were, after a few 
days’ drying, slightly glazed with a weak boiutiou of 
liquorice to give them t<jiie : one was varnished, framed, 
and readily sold from tho window ; the other laid by in 
a garret, to await, witli a huiiditid more, its turn for 
exportation. My next job was a luagnidcciit Cuyp, 
which had not many weeks boforo been knocked down 
by auction Air eight Inmdred guineas, and vrhich was 
confided to Sapper for the purpose of removing the old 
variush and substituting now, and for ftarahig. 'As 
nothing else was required to bo done, the picture might 
have been retuniod to tho propriobir within a week ot 
ten days ,* but tapper detormhiod from tho moment ho 
saw it to possess a faesimilei aiid X was sot about tho 
manufacjture of ouo forth^eitli. A panel was preprod of 
the precise ttgc, hK>m tlun^o oak planlm selected from 
I stores of a dealer in dd kousos, and dyed to tho roimitod 
tint by a strong infusion of tobacco. By nu>aiia new 
broad kneaded 14 the hand the two broad burgomaster’s 
si'ats on the back ware oonktetMtad beyond tho possi-* 
bility of detection, and 1 oommonced upon the smifaoo 
with all the industry and skill I was master o( sUmn^ 
lated to the task by tho pruspeot of an extra guinea* 
The picturo hsd been promiaod to tho owner in a week, 


my employer knowing well enougii that it would take 
me fpur or five weeks at least to make tho copy. It 
was in vain that one message after anotlier came to 
urge tho upturn of the picture, and that the owner him- 
solf drove Oi) in his (‘arriage, and remonstraiod in no 
measured terms with Sapper, and tliTCHtoned him witli 
the iutertbrenoo of tlio law. ’J'lio knave had a reply 
ever ready upon his lips : ‘ He was determined to do 
justice to so exquisite a work of art, and be w onltl not, 
ho could not, lie iiuluced to hurry It ; his reputation 
would suffer should any mischief happen to tfte paint- 
ing: which he would prevent, in this case at least, t'veii 
at tiie risk of disobliging his patron.’ At length, uiiiT 
nearly six weeks’ tielay, 1 ha<l oomplefed the copy ; mul 
then Sapper himself, in less than an hour, lii'hod off 
^11 the old vaptish with a wisp of wadding bleeped m 
* the doctor,’ gave it a uow coat of nlastie, clnpixxl it 
into on elegant Jiud api>ropriale frame, and despatched 
a note to tlie proprietor requesting his attt‘udancc and 
approval. Tie came, and was delighUnJ wUh tlu‘ asi)ect 
of his picture; while the dealer, witli a tUouband modcbl 
apologies for tho delay, assun d him that the task had 
1^011 one of groat labour and anxiety both to him and 
me, and that jic could not, coiisiblently with justice to 
the master, have aacmn})liKhcd it booiicr. The weal I by 
connoisseur swallowed liis lies with evuUnit relish and 
satibihetion, ruitcraU^d his thanks again and again for 
the marvellous manner hi which the picture hail bLcn 
got up, and ])fiid at the same time a bouncing bill for 
a prixos^ which a crown would have anip]> n‘com- 
Iietiwd. There remained now nothing to be done to 
thp lopy in order to reader it a tolerable facsimile of 
the oidglnal, but to imilutc the close reticulation of 
cracks— the ineffaceable work of time-* which covereil 
every sqmiro inch of the surf^'e. Tins was accom- 
plished in the following manner; — After the (opy Inul 
stood to dry for a forUnght, bv which time, tUrin'Ls to 
ecriain nostrums ground up with the colours, the wliolo 
had grown as hard as a pantile, it was taken down, 
slightly toned w ith a warm brown to give it age, and 
when again dry, carefully coak»d with hire; the com- 
position of which, as it is already too well known among 
the knaves of the profession, and can bo of no inumu'r 
of utility to any hoiieot man, I may be excustd from 
explaining. Tliis was no sooner tolerably dry, than it 
was Ibllowod by a liberal coating of vornisli flontetl over 
the hurfacc, and left to harden in a room fiH*e tVom 
(lubt. Tho inevitable result from such a pn>ccss is, 
that the varnish is uo sooner sot than it licgin^ to cr/t(*k, 
owing to tho expansion of the understratum of size ; 
and this cracking may Iw regulated by an experienced 
hand, in varying tho proportions of the ingredicntH 
used in compounding tlie size, and in other ways, so 
as to give rise to Hsaurcs of all widths, ftom the thick- 
ness of a hair, as exhibited ou the panels of the Dutch- 
men^ to that of a crown-piece, as they arc Iwiield in 
tho inveent condition of most of the workb of hir Joshua 
Keynolds. With the width of the erac*k« the size of 
tho rtdiculatioiis also varies ; ranging from tho diameter 
of a small shot to that of tlie palm of the band. When 
very fine, the emoki are not visible until made bO by 
rubbing inipurithiiS into them, tbr which purpose the 
dost which settles upon a polished tabic, wiped up witli 
on old sUk handkerchief slightly oiled, is usualli pre- 
fejTwl, Hio dilQKn^nca between a picture thus cra<'kcd 
by artide0 and 0114 cracked by the oi»ernti(>n of years 
or ccntnrfes cannot, other things being equal, bo pos- 
sibly tiiscomod bjr tho closest inspection. The only - 
way io at the imposture would bo te removo the 
vaniish, either by friction or solvents, when the dsaures 
would be Ibtsmd in the true picture to extend through 
the paint, while ftom tl*q manufactured copy they 
would disappear with the varnisli*— a rule* however, 
which wnuw not ha without exceptiona, 

One moxnlng our old Morland found himilolf stands 
ing not ftm my d suluoota or demand fyv 
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Diem, hut because the young felluw, whose business it tiuiee (icsirous of treating for it— now negotiating an 
was to line canvases and pro|[U(re panels ftir us all to exchange, now chaffering fbr a cash pricc-*-hoyenng on 
work upon, bod bc^n out on one of his iK^riodleal the edge of a rcbolution, like Prior’s xnalefactdr on tlic 
drunken bouts, and had nothing ready ibrbiiM. Sapper, gallows cart— at length absented himself, and with- 

coming up and seeing him idle, uMpiestcd hmi to go drawing on a visit to B , appeared to have re- 

to a broker’s in Bed Lion Street and *erab* a picture linquished the idea of dealing. Kapiwr, knowing tliat 
for him, os ho wanted to bty it. When the old fellow a pieture-snie was shortly coming off in the to\»^ to 
had gono off ^ hU crraml, t asktxl the Grouse what which his dallying oustonier had down, and knowing, 
he was gone after. * Oh,’ said he, * the broker wants too, that he could do as he chose with the auctioneer, 
Ll6 for a bit of Gainsborough, and the governor «who was gn old chum, followed close upon the liecls of 
wants it^ir Afty bliitlings— that's all.’ I soon found the tardy bkblcr, taking the enormous picture with 
that * crabbing ’ is tlio art of putting a nimi wauting hhn.« As tbe cunning rogue hud calculated, the in- 
judgmonl in the article be deals in out of conceit with stincts of^the would-be-buyer led him to the sale-room, 
his goods, TWO or three amdfnial inquirfes, With de- where his astonislnnimt w^as uiiboundiKl at l)i*holdjng the 
iiionstrations of amaaeincnt at tlio * enormous ’ price picture he had so long coveted at lengDi condemned to 
asked, are found materially to loxter the demands eff the hammer. On the following day, when the sale came 
the seller. In this instance Sapper eventual^ sue- on. Sapper, who had not shewn his face in the town, 
ceeded in getting the picture he xvanted at his own lay ensconced in a snug box behind tlie foiu'O oxer 
price; and after disposing of several copies in vaxioos Which the lots were consecutively hoisted, tuul liei*e, 


quarters, ultimately sold it again for its full value. 


cOueoaled fh>m view, he ran up the picture against tl»e 


Ho sold pictures on commission ; and those he eager bidder to the ftill sum he had ofliTcd for it in 
managed, whim it was worth li{% while, with a com- J^ondon, and bought it m against him m the name of 
lilex kind of adroitness which is Wr>rth recording. 1 an Irixh nobleman, bo soon as the doori weio shut, 
shall chronicle one instance: a gentlc^nau who Iiad the picture was again off to Loudon, n ml the next day 
given L hOO fur a famous production of one of our first apiieared in its usual ]>laco oh the wall of the staircase, 
living artists, grew discontented with its too gr(*at sisc, Xu a fortnight after the gentleman walks into the shop, 
and sent it to tapper to bo dis|K)sedof, proibssing him- exclaiming: Ha, Sapper, so you Imve ]uiiul witli the 
self witling to loso L.l(>(> by the sale, but not more, picture— yon might as well have clost^d with my ofllr.' 
Sappei* oflbred it for L.IOOO, and at length obtained *I don’t understand jou,* said the other -* I have 
n bidding of L.7/)0, which, as he observctl, would parted with no picture that 1 know of which jou had 
have left nothing fbr himself. Ifc immetliaiely wrote any inclination for.’ 

to the owner, informing him tliat ho had au of!br ^ I mean the Kuhens aud Snyders,’ repliiHi the gintle- 
of li.200 and a fine Claude, which he requested him man ; ^ it was sold at B' — about a fortnight ago, and 
to C(tme and inspect, as he did not like to refhse feUdied aliout what 1 oflbrod for it. I must know, for 
the offer without the owner's sanction. Meanvv hile I was there myself, and bid for it.’ 
one of Hodaud'h hcautlfhl transcripts of Claude, ‘1 don’t pretend to contradict you, sir,’ retort(d 
procured in exchange at ftic nominal price of aixty bapptr; ^ all 1 know is, that the picture you wiieak of 
guineas, w^as mounted on the easel, and, eovenwl with a has never been out of my house, and, what is luon*, is 
curtain, awaited the iiihpeetion of the victim, He not likely to go, unless I getmypnc(‘ for it. >»ow 1 
came, and, deceived by the really fin© execution of the think of it, there was a young fellow iiom B - — up 
picture — the counterfeited cracks of age, the palpably here hist summer, who gave mo ten i>ouiids for perims- 
Italian style of lining, in vrhicli bapf’er was skilled to a afon to copy it; and a capital cop> he made* had I 
mirack\ and tlic Homan ftamo and gilding concluded known he was so good a hami 1 bfumld not have let 


the transaction, giving the rogue a small commission him do it for the money. You will find the pu'tuie m 
for his trouble, wlio, in addition to that, pocketed the its place iCyou like to step and look at it ' 
difference hetweon Ji.600 and the value of tho pretended Up walks the lx»wildered gentleman, and can bcaret*lv 


difference hetweon ii.600 and the value of tho pretended I 
Claude, which would have been well sold at 14.50, I 


Up walks the bc»wildertsi gentleman, and can beared y 
boHevc his e^os at beholding tlic old favourite in it^ old 


Tliougli Happor’s house was filled with woiks of art place. Sapper follows with a sponge and water, nii/l 
of every imaginable dcsciiptioii, overfiowing w ith pie- cleaning down the fa<*© of the painting, (expresses his 
tares from the cellar to the garret, including every astouislwent that any one shonld nustak© n coiiy, 
species of rubbish gathertfd from tlie holes and corners hoWovet clerorly done, for bitch a fine work as that , 
of half BuropeJ yet Uie contents of his dwelling afforded adding, that if the copy brouglit so good a bum under 
but an inadeiiuate idea of the extent of his stock. He the hammer, what mu^t ho the ai'tual value of the 
had * plants’ in the hands of numerous petty ageuts, original? llie infbn^iKe was iuovitable, and the speedy 
the owners of small shops in suburban highways, who result was the oonsummation of the purchnbc, not witli- 
sold fi>r a trtfiing per-eontage. He had here a out some slmw of unwiKingness on the part of Sapper, 
Madona and Dicre a Holy Eanuly in tbe kee|dng of a who appemrod impressed with the notion that he was 
lone widow or a decayed spinster, wiiispered about as sulnnitting to a tremendous saenfiee* 
pieces of great value> whicrh tbo holders were compelled X cannok nor need X, continue these details. J have 
to part with from the pressure of dumestfo misfortune said enough to worn tho unwaiy, and to arouso tho 
or enibarrassment ; lie had traps gnd baits lying in watchfulness of tho wise. Is it wonderful that the 
wait fbr the inovttalde though Ic^-aeferred rencontre mofttl atmosphere in which I liavo lived, and moved, 


half the iorisa towns of the ctaplxe, waiting but the ^Sping with breathless raptures in contemplation of 
wlsYiod*fi)j? CiMi of cohmiercial prosperity to be oaia- slimy mixtures of megilp andbumed bones ; when they 
logued itold As tho unique ecillectiOn of smfie HMf solemnly iuroko the tfiades of the mighty dead, and eja- 
deftmet cOAuaisieUfA feiwed to — fbr oouveuieiice cuUtc their maudlin rhapsodies in revefuntiai whispers. 


d^hnet eounoisidufi reiwed to — fbr o^vimieiiioe cuUtc their maudlin rhapsodies in rsvem^i whispers, 
of sole* as though hushed to silence by the spirit of departed 

Amonyitm acres of Whgt he OsBsd his galhwy pk- genius in tli© presence of a xuscally forgery perpetrated 
tures wfflPb an am of some hundred s<|uare for a wage of thirty idiillii^r.-iyhat marvel if one whom 
whloh he had bestowed tbo names of Kubeus hunger and necessity have driven to deceit should lose 


It had hung fbr years upon hand, and 


gui aisposeu or egr xvuiowuig ingenKms ana snouia m lasc oe ame to kooK as ootn only 

gcntlelntm who had Jifapeiu^ difibren^ ) through the probUtuted mOans and materials which 


. ,, . , . , — , , « . . for thepmper emnuolation of art or nature 

teugth disposed of hy the Mlbwing ingenious ofther^ add should at last be able to look at both only 





'] ; ;CH4 m»ees’s iDOTDwii'Jou^^ ^ 

duribg a ^hote lifetime have b 00 & the daily instru- 
ments of <teeeit ?,■■■:- ;■ 

, >Vliat I would ihcuIOate Is not far to seek; he who 

buys a picture 'Should never speculate beyond his 
judfjment ; and if he would encourage Uviiiff; art, should 
do» BO in the studio of the artist. 

Un tlie southern edge this lino is at an elevation of 
i 5^000 feet, and at 18,5(>0 on the nortltem while bn 
the mountains to the north of the Sutlej it; rises to 
19,000 feetj, Thus an inquiry of some interest in phy- 
geo|rraphymay be considered as settled, subject 
of hourso to revision by future explorers. , . ^ 

Liewtenaint Gillias, who, as I told you some time ago^ ; 
is at the of an astronomical expedition sent out 

by the IJhited States to South America, has written an 
acaoiiht oif the late earthquake at V alparkiso. lie says 
tha^ ‘ for several days before and after, ft* Ire were 
extraordinary fluctuations of the barontetcr, and over- 
cast weatheri Einding the Mstrunieut made for mea- 
suring the intensity of shocks fail in its indications, he 
constructed a penduliihi ' more than nine feet long, 
mpported on a triangle, with a needle Inserted in the 
lower part of the bob, which, ' to quote his description, 

V just touches a sheet of glaKied paper marked with 
concentric circles and the iHunts of the compass. The 
paper lies on a horizontal plate of glass tes ting on the 
bartli, . and is sprinkled with black sand, So that the 
motion of the penduliim leaves a white line exposed. 

It is to 1)0 regretted that the paper liad not been 
secured to the cartli, for during the shock there was a 
displacement bodily of about half an inch ; but wo 
have a distinct ellipse, whose diameters are 3*5 inches 
and 2*4 indies, and positive evidence that the motion 
of the disturbing force was in a line varying little from 
north by cast to south by west, or contrary to the 
supfiosed direction in which the earth- wave has movdl 
in preceiling great disturbances.^ These facts arc 

tlid more interesting at the present time, as the sub- 
ject of an earthquake-ometer has been more than 
once discussed at the late meetings of the British 
Association, . 

To pass from South to North America, there is the 
usual assortment of ‘notions' from the United States, 
among which not the least curious is the fact that not 
fea'cr thati twent}^- one applications for patents for 
churns wore made in the course of last year. Most of 
these utensils were what is called ‘ atmospheric churns,' 
which means that they were contrived so that in the 
preecss of churning air was interfused with the cream, 
by wliich a more complete agitation waa efibeted, and 
the butter more quickly produced than by the ordinary 
way. A common churn, it is said, may be converted ^ 
into an atmospheric, by piercing a , hole from one 
extremity of the dasher to the other, and placing a 
valve at the bottom to open downwards only ^ If the 
dasher ho raised quickly, air ami not cream rushes into 
the opening, and on the descent is pressed out laterally, 
and escapes thTOugh the whole mass of the cream, which 
appears as though it were boiling vicdently. On some 
occasions, when the question as to performanee and. 
principle between any two churns became delicate, the 
inveiitoTS were required to make butter in the Batent 
Offlee at Washington ; and once there was held a ‘ churn 
race between a patented and a new churn, in whicli 
tliey bhili Gftme out aiikcr making butter from , new 
milk in tw;0?ahd-a'half raimites.* But as thp com- 
missioner i^poihterl to fiwide on the merits of the case 
i A rkpid separation of the butter Is by no 

means ficsim^le, ; this is the general aim of 

theso it upon the highest 

diemioil made so rapidly is not 

likely, to; which is made slowly/ 

. ThnaiA ap is a limit to the time 

of butter-nn^cingt^oilo without prejudice 

t0,%0:' qonsideratibn.hy fhba^ 

;whbi;k6ld?9wbk.pA»d.uct^ ■ 

f A COTMH qii;<i|ters, cinefly among those who are 
f experiinentsij'Am- cxdting ■; 

i;attenitibh(!^ /;;; giu^ner-;in-chief ■ .Hbrti-;;" ■ 

iibnltii3^;..^tety;.xbf.:^ : 

;.',&^bd^for;'iffi^e&ingAHmehtarjr::^ ,,, 

THINGS TALKED OF IN LCKDON. 

■■■■ ■ 

The Census has been a prominent suldeet of talk from 
the time that the liegistrarrOeneral made the facts 
public. They have been exSniined, commented onj and 
discussed in various wkys by the Statistical Society 
and others; and many and important are the. con- 
sequent deductions. Looking at the rapid increase 
and spread of the Anglo- Saxon race on botli sides 
of the Atlantic and in the southeru hemisphere, %ve 
arc told that this race and the Kngllsh language are to 
become predominant among the nations and tongues 
of the earth. Notwithstanding the going forth of 
emignints by hundreds of thousands from our shores 
during the past ten years, the population of Britain 
lias increased 2,203,550 since 1841. In X^ndon at the 
Inst census tlie numhers were 1,048,369 ; now they 
amount to 2,363,141 ; and who shall assign a limit to 
the further multiplication ? While it lasts, the great 
metropolis Incomes year by year a more remarkable 
and interesting plicnomcnon — a mightier subject of 
study for the reflective mind. One fact as to thq country 
at large hsis already given rise to a little serious in- 
quiry ; the returns shew tliat there are half a million 
more females than males ; and social philosophers are 
beginning to -wonder what is to become of them. 

The Cenfius, however, as well as n> 08 t other topics, 
is thrown into the shade by the Exliibltioii, which 
still continues to he f/ie subject of gossip. The objocts 
on show, the throngs of visitors, the (hiily-cnlarging 
exp(?ricncc8 as to tlie practicability and philosophy 
of great gatherings, form influito themes of discussion 
and remark. According to some, certain benefleial 
moral effects are beginning to he apparent. Meantime 
our learned societies have pursued the even tenor of 
their way without any more striking change than that 
of an occ.a8ional sprinkling of moustached foreigners 
at their meetings. The lloyal Society have held their 
ele(?tion meeting, and admitted, fifteen out of nearly 
, forty Ctindidates to the honour of fellowship, and they, 
in common with other distinguislied confraternities, 
have brought their session to a close, Tlieir president. 
Lord Hosse, has given the last of Ms four and 

weary offlcials are full of self-gratulation at 'the pres-/ 
pect of a breathing time. And trnly^ there are many 
who need it j for the whirl and excitement of parties, 
Gonversaxiones, i^c. are so <x)ntinuou8 and oyerwltehniiig, 
that it is only by going to two or three in the course 
of an eveiiing that soine people manage to Tender the 
courtesiejs expected them, and to ccmciliato their 

friends and acquaintance's. WJttit should wfo do^^^^w^ 
not for the beauty and quiet of the country ? 

- Happily the tunnoil is not universal, sis you mhy 
judge by the steady way in wMch ^scientific reseaiUh^ 
and philosophical iuvestigittion arc 

examine : X^t . ocean steaiu-navigators take oiouragA 

it is now ah ascertaiued in additihu jte- 

deposits in seyerel islattdio^^^^^ Indiihi Arehipelago,^ 
coal exists id AbUndaheh m peninsula of 

China* Surpiise.ltM tinies h^n 

Should be fbuhd'iin f ; if a fihat 

a very - Special- :the' 'caae,','U';' 

mij^t be found 
' of steamers 
■ East IS 'one 
■..■■rembmbeT,:' liuhibbidt: 

■■■■li'nehf ■'■porpotual 
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togi^table is rddncod without alterin(t Wi constitution, selected from numerous experiments which are still 
The process is one of desiccation in stoves at a low carried on, as hovinj? an important hcaiinjt on medical 
tempcrattire, followed by powerful compression in a practice— sufllcient, however, to give you an idea of 
hydraulic press. The nrst operation, as tfio author their nature, 1 must just add, before quitting tliis 
d<isbribes, dept|va$ the substances of their duperabuti- iMirt of the subject, that M. Cnmoi states that 
dant moisture, which, in cabbages and certain roots, vaccination only servos to displace^ not to dmin^h 
amounts to 80 or 85 per cent. the whole bulk. By mortality. lie believes that the practice of iiiocu1a> 
the second their volume is much reduced, and the ti<m, and the varioloid eruption cons^K^uent thereupon, 
density increased until h resembles lliat of i)ine-wood, prevented tliosc j<astro-intcstinal diseases whu*h arc 
thcnd>y facilitating pn««crvatlan, piU‘kmg, and trOns^ mow so h»(j[Uent and fatal to iHjraons from twenty to 


When required for use, the substance has only to be i 


defiance to Ibininc. 

AIossr.s Gratiolet and CIchjz have siibniiitcd to the 


^^raiioiCT ana nave siionmicd to riie arc neccflsary. in lliCHC days ol land reclamation anil 

Aendtfirtio a* Note on the venomous properties of the agricultural cntciplisc such a qui^stion liccomcs iin- 
lactcsccht humour secreted ill the cutaneous pustules of iKWiant. Its decision will indicate hov far north a 
the terrestrial salamander and common toad,* in whicli farmer may ])laut and sow with lu'pe of ruccc*»s. 
it is shewn that the popular ijelief regarding the Apropos of cultivation, wi arc* promised a jilan, h} « 
nature of tho animals in question is not w It hout fouii- Fnmclmian, for destroying inswts hurtful to gram: 
dation, They first observed that W'vera) fhiga which liad and M. Gudiin-Mcnevillc, uIkw name I ha\<* fie- 
becu shut up with salamanders (efts) in a barrel, were qucntly introduced to your notici*, lia^ puhh*'hod 
found dead at the cud of a week; and having collected certain practical observation ^ on the '«ilk-worm in 
a pure white liquid t>om the pustules of the salamander^ health and dheuse, and the best means to iinpime Ihe 
a fenmll quantity was Inserted under tho leg or uing of breed: he also proposes a imthod to prcient the 
a bird. Ko immediate jnconvenienee wa** perceived, lioring-worin, by whlcii olive-tries au* inlosted, from 
Imt after a few minutes the creatures ox)eraten on wcn» parsumg its di'prtHlatious. Further, and aproj)Oi» of 
scon to stagp^r, to open and shut the beak convulsively, botany, IVofcssor Blumi of Li;^deu has just piescnied 
to erect llieir feathers, utter plaintive cries, and die m to the Aeadihuie his \aluable vork, in seieral voluim >, 
extreme agony. A yellow-hammer thus trcatcnl died on the Dutch idants of the Kasli'rn Archijiclago. 
In tlirc*e minutcb, a turtle-dove hi twentj minute^ a Among others lie treats <d* the different kinds of upas 
chalSpch in twenty-five; most of the htnis, howevci, — nttwof whiili wcMised to rend with honor in onr 
died in six or seven minutes. Strangely enough, the sehoiiUHiy days, ^fhey ard all more or lohs i)oi*!onons 
polsbn docs not apiioar to bo fivUl to quadrupecU: c»en in their juiei^s; bul, ns M. Bliime slicws. the stories 


mice escape; IVut all undergo great suilbriug. 


about the noxious vajumrs dcstro>ing tho birds that 


) The poison of the toad (jounce is yeiioxish, and fly over them are mcn‘ inventions, for birds build 
Insupponaldy bitttn* in taste. Tt killed greenfinches tlieir iiests and roar their young as comfortably in tlic 
and chamncliea in from five to six minutes after inoeu- hraiiclios of the upSb as ju any otlier tn.*e. fie adds 
Idtion; thus shdWihg tho two poisons to bo eqdally that the volcanic soil of Java in ccriain places emits n 
energetic in their action on birds, witli this diflbrenoc, deleti*rious gas, the efll'c'fs of whl(;h have been mis- 
I Jluit convulsiotis arc produced by that of the salamander takoilly attributed to the tuc«. 
but not by that of the toad. Tho two authors are Photography is Mhg purrtued with such vigour as 
pursuing the inquiry into tlds inlercjiliiiig subject; toshowthgl erelong it will compete powerfblly with 
when they publish anything fUrtfuT worth recording, I the arts of engraving and printing. M. Bnyiml is 
* acquaint you with it. working at ihe problem, ‘ To render the positive paper 

Three other have been making *Bxperi- highly Impressionable under tho action of a light 

mmtgl researches on modifications produced In ] rwiitivcly very fumble.’' By ids process ho gets copies 


gets copies 


the fUMM temperaturp i3y tho introduction of distent of tho positive Impression hi one second by tho sun, 
therapeutic sfOnts iUto tho aniinai economy.* fSul- and in less than an hour 1^ a carex*! lamp. And 


{finite of accor^ to Ihmr testimony, has according to M. Blanquart Evrard of Jdile, copies of 

a constat ioWeriUg efibcti whi^ remsins for ten tho negative impression may be taken at the rate of 
or twelve houlnli* whetheg in the 200 or 300 per day, |Uul sold fijr one penny or two- 

sioinoch or tlm blood, the tomporuture triien pence. If in* can really do what he says, how perfect 

taken in tnlnu^ doses* whfic burger do«(os depress, and exact wo inay hope to have tho illustralions of 
With ipecaciqit^ tho ufifeet is pradsely reversed: it books! 

jj the large* dose tirhich mo* raises the temperaturo. To turn to another topiO, M. Pierro Landry applies 
drops of croton oil fir* h>wer, ^ Twelve hygimde laws to iho construction of towns and cities, 

t ^ Acadfmio which is to satisfy 

idf ihe needs of health, TaklUg a town situate on 


thirty years of age. Let tlic doctors look to it. 

Babinet law bwn investigating mathcniatically 


soaked in teifid water for thirty or lorty minutes, and the * Relation of temperature to tho development of 
cooked and seasoned in tho usual way. Vegetables so plants.* It is a question that has been discussed over 
pworved have been tried in the hYetteh navy; a case and over again, and is still debatable. 'J'he postulate 
of cabbage taken on hoard the corvotto Astroltibn ifi is, that * every plant starting iVom a certain timpcra- 
January 1847 was opened in January 1851, and on tare rerpnres the same amount of heat for its equal 
l>i‘ing dressed was found to bo * of excellent flavour/ development,* Tims Ihe point to Ikj firsf clcteriniiicd 
AU the cakes were in good condition} som<* of tton was this starting temponiture, whicli of course varies 
absorl>c*d six and a half times their weight of writer. with different plants, and then to estimate tlic amount 
M. Masson states that his process admits of appli- of heat necessary to advamv tho plant fiom gormiiia- 
catioh to all green vegi'tahlus, as well as to roots, tufH‘rs, lion to florcseetxv and fructifit'ation. It is known that 
and fruits. If emigration is to go on ns of Jato, coni- l.>0 daj s at a tomperatuie of CO degrees a\i 11 cflcct as 
pixsacd vegeiablcb Would supply a most essential miirh nS 100 days at 70 degrees. M. JlnlniKt shews, 
aliment to thousands who have now to undergo severe in a way only to bo understood by n)alh(‘inatK]«ns, 
privations and the risk of disease whether on land or that the point of departure may be detcrniincd by 
water. With these, and th(‘*itieat biscuit* reixmtly mathcmaiienl formula', nml considers that a much 
ititroduced from America, and the bread made at greater increment of heat is necessary for the full 
Toulouse by Ceiiaiu ingenious linkers from the gluten development than has hc'on thought of by cithers who 
hitherto wasted in sturoh factories, ouo might bid have i^tuihcd the same sub icrt While tliev decide that 


two or even one degree is sufliciont, he holds tint.*// 
are nceefisary. In those days of land rcclnination anil 





a piibiie highway, he desdribca *. ‘1. The main-road 
whicit commonlly traversea the town is contrived so as 
to form the three principal streets which comprise the 
towii within them 2. The public edifices necessary tb 
the whole town are grouped at the centre, and thus 
realise a spacious reservoir of air and sunshine; 

3. The streets composing the town are planned around 
the public edifices, avoiding eatposure to the north; 

4. At the angles of the town are private country 
residences, and beyond them agricultund buildings 

5. At one end are the hospitals, barracks, nii^um of 

natural history,* &c. , 

Uy this plan, as the ihvento^ sums up, ‘ every one 
has the sun, pure air^ A picturesque prospect, and the 
maximum of hygienic conditions ; and the causes of 
disease arising out of vicious construction may be mode 
to disappear from towns/ It must be remembered that 
M. Landry writes for French readers. Tlio question 
wliidi he opens is one that has excited sOnie attention 
ill France ; in proof of wliich 1 may mention the trans- 
lation of Mr lioberts’s work on the I)tr4lingB of the 
Labouring-Classes under the auspices of the I^sident. 

I liave much more to say, but can phiy make room 
for a remarkable fact: M. Oharault di^ds, pn elec- 
trifying 11 liquid in which an aerometer is placed, that 
the instrument immediately rises, indicating a lesser 
density of the fluid. On de-electrifyihg, it sUiks to its 
former level. The same effect can neither be produced 
b\' t he current from a galvanic battery nor by the dis- 
cinu'go from a Leyden jar. . 

lad. I will go and get them jDrom Brunet, and briiig ; 
them' back to .thee.* ■ 

■f The walk would bo too much for ybur stren^fith, 
monsieur : mmo other day, wheu you happcil to pass 
^>m well.* . 

*:Thpu shait have a ticket io-day, for they are going, 
m pet^W one of my pieces, “Le Dcscapoir ds ■ 
at the ThdS,tro des Varidt^s ; and it may ; 
amuse 'ihee.*" . ' . ■ 

^ Ah, thank you, monsieur 1 Wliat laughing 1 shall 
hav'or- '." " 0 

* Yes ; the poor old mam who but for chari ty 

would not have had a morsel to eat to^y, will this 
evening entertain a nuraeroUii assembly. They will 
api>laud his pleasantry, they will laugh at his wit, but 
hone of them will inquire about his destiny.* 

. ‘But* monsieur, do not your pieces bring you 
money?* 

‘Not now, my friend. \ In order to support life 
during the past month I was obliged to forestall the 
resources of the present one. These only the 

slender returns foom my former productions, for how 
age and misfortune have robbed iny mind of its fonuer 
powers. I no longer offer any; vaudevilles to the 
managers; for although they accept them, and pay 
me, they never have them played, I ix?rceive they 
only take them from motives of compassion, and 
as a pretext for giving me alms. Now, my ft-iciid, 
thou m*fc riie first from whom I have acegited charity, 
aiid thou shalt he the lost. The sou of Louis Quinze 
may have descended to write in the character of a 
buffoon, and as it were to set his wit dancing on. the 
tiglit-fope of a vaudfeville, hut he will not l)ecoiue a 
beggar were he expiriiig Of hunger. You look as if 
you thought I have lost my senses; hut it is not 

60 . Louis i)orvigny is the son Of a king. My 
mother, the young orphan daughter of the Count 
d*Archamhaud, died in giving me birth. My father 
was Louis (Juiuze. During my childhood Oiul youth 
an invisible protector watched over mo, and provided 
amply for my supjwrt and education, ftaddenly the 
fostering hand was withdrawn, and I was cast on 
the world to work unaided for my support. I did 

BO until the moment when the powers of both mind 
and b(4y failed mo. Tlmfc is my history — a royal 
origin, auticess, reputation, almost gloi>’ ; and its end-^a 
meal owed to thy charity 1 Adieu, yoiing tnnii, and 
thanks ; I will bring thee the ticket for the play.* ^50 
the bid nnui departed, but as he stopped into the roa;! 
lie’fouiut himself intercepted by two or three cavalry 
i^iments retimiing to their barraciks after a review. 

* The band was playing a lively air, and in the midst 
of the troops rode in the place of honour a genornl 
dressed in a magnificent uniform, and mounted on a 
splendid Andalusian charger. Happening as he passed 
to cast a glance at Dorvigny, he utteretl a loud excla- 
mation of surprise. Without heeding his soldiers he- 
stopp^, jumped off his horse, aiid taking the old niitu 
by tlie hand, saluted him with great affection. .Dorvigny 
stared with astonishment, not recognising his features. 

‘You do not know me I Have twouty years caused 
Monsieur Dorrigny to forget liis idle, gpod-for-nothiiig 
. serVant-boy,.?* 

* ‘Jean DiiboitK 

‘ Ye^ Jean 33uboi8^b<»i8sc, as you used to call 
him. xountigbt not to have forgotten me, fori served 
as the model dr one of y out happiest dramatic creations.* 

‘ Wbat t my I Uicah^lbott art 

your service I was a torrime 
; 'deiWdyer'bl:.^ iiow'. in ■ the Ettiperdr*^,;|'.perfdritt;;' ; 

rixe saiue ffldd for his enemiest How glad I afit- to ' 

• in Baris tb;|teek/fpr-.ypii:;inbi^'^ , 

Bdcauio;! .hfi^;'no-'Idn|eip;gi^ ? 

STORY OF A DRAMATIST. 

1 Onjs cold morning in February 1810, a short, stout, 

1 commoujilacc • looking man, about sixty years old, 

! onterod the garden of an imi situated in the suburbs 

1 of Paris. Although tlie air was sharp and frosty, he 

1 seated himself near one of the tables placed out of 

1 doors, and taking off his hat, passed his fingers through 
j his long gray liair.s. 

I 11 is liaiuls coutrast(^d strangely with the remtunder 

1 of his person: they were small, white, and teriirnated 
in such delicately-formed pink nails as might excite 
the envy of many a young lacly^ Presently one of the 
waiters came up, and plaoerl before him a bottle of 
wine. 

! ‘ Not any to-day, thank you,* said the old man. ‘ I 

; feel fatigued, aud will just rest fbr a moment.^ 
j <The best way of resting^ monsieur,* 1 ‘eplied the 

waiter gaily, * is to drink a good glass Of wine.* > 

He drew the cork, and poured out some of the wine. 
The old inan rose and Walked away. The waiter 
was a young and it was with a confttsed and 

embarrassed air that he ran aftei^ the guest and said : 

* Sir, there is credit for you at the Llou d*Or ; if you 
have forgotten your purse, that *a no reasmi you should 
lose your breakfllst. To-mbrrow, or whenever you 
like, you can ask, for tlie hill-* i 

The old man turned, looked at the .youth, mA ^ tfar 
sparkled in his eye. * T^ioU Mt rights jea%V he smii j 
^poverty ..ni^t ■ not be_;proUd*.::'- .thy'.kihdn^ ^ 
frankly as it is offered. Hfeip glass of wine/ 

‘ I di^ihk to ypnr very g^ health, monsieur,* Said 
the waiter j and harih^ emptied hijt fla^ he W^i and 
fetched ' 

. ' ;eye]ythin^'heci^8a)i^:/|^';:^^^ ' nourishing' 

' repast; thehwith.'na^in^^^^ to. lessen. 

■' l^ie .paihM ■8ense;:<^!lbml^^ 

■ ■ * .Wheii' umtt one, .uf 
'■ ino ii ticket'll 
:■■■ "/Thbit^'shait- 



* Then yx>tt must come and take up j'Oiir abode at 
mine.* 

♦(Toiicritll * 


hors^ home. Kow» Monsieur Dorvigny, step in/ 
llalf-laughiii|t, hail'- resisting, the old man took his 
place in the carriage next the gencrul. ‘ Do you re- 
member/ said the latter as they drove on, * tijc u«y that 
I left ycur service, because, as you told me, you were 
no longer rich enough to keep a servant f 1 tried my 
fortune in several situations, but did not find any 
master so lenient towairls my faults as you ; so us a 
last resource 1 enlisted in a n>giment. I was jeered by 
my comrades for my awkwardness, and for man|.' 
months led an unhappy life; until one day wo found 
ourselves at Hormio in the Valteline, facing a redouht 
whieli opened a munlerous firo on our tanks^ The 
onlcr wiw given to axlvance, and we nished to the 
attack ; but presently most of our men were mowed 
down, and those who escapt^d hesitated and drew back. 
I threw myself alone into tJie rechiuht, shouting: 
** Follow mo, boys ! ** Tlwy did so. The Austrians, 
astonished at this tml<K>ked-for attack, fled, and wo 
took twelve bioecB of cannon. The same day I was 
mdde a ; and afterward*^, by dogrcH's and the 

fortunes^s. war, rose to the rank 1 now occupy. 

I J'orhapii I may get still higher J * 

Dorvigny was installed by the general in a pleasant 
apartment next his oupt, and for some time the old 
man onjoyed all the hiigforts niul luxuries of life. At 
length Ids friend received nn older to set oat for Kussia. 
During the first three months of the campaign (knicral 
Dubois sent letters and r<unittaneca t(» his former mah- 
tCT, but they suddenly ceased, and one morning, from 
the column of a nowspaper, Dorvigny learned that Jus 
friend had fallen at Moschiw. 

He was forced to leave ins pleasant lodging, and take 
refuge fn an altic in an obscure })art of 'Iliere, 

after having sold the coat off his back, overwhelmed 
wltli age and illness, ho w^ent to the proprietor of the 
Tlufdtre des V«ri<ft(<s, whoso fortune he had made, and 
begged for a small weekly pittance. Tfc was refuscnl. 
The old man smiled bitterly w-hen the sentence 
pronounced, and from that time ho slmuued meeting 
ids acquaiutam*o. The bookseller, Barba, who felt 
some fHendship fbr him, sought him in various parts of 
the city, but in v$in. A short lime afterwards Darba 
happened to* hear that in a m<*an lodging, in tho Buo 
Gron^tat, was lying, unclaimed and unknown, the eorpse 
of an old intn. With a sad presoutimeut lie Imsteual 
thither* It was indtwd Dorvigny — rlead fWmi cold mid 
hun^r, uncared for alike in Iffe and death ! 

The son of g peasant, tho awkward sen^ant-lniy, 
became a general, and aftet a glorious career died the 
death pf a hero i the sou of a kin(j, the charming poet, 
the bewitching dromstlst, lived in poverty, and died 
the death of an opteaft | Such is lUb ! * 


anAXtorhAUa and tuk xioimiiinAKx* 

When 1 was a boy X want ones to a thaaire. The 
tin^dy of Ilamlet was parfomted^a pley ibil of the 
nomOst thoughts, the subtlest moralr^ that exists upon 
the stage. The audieucs listeoed with attahtioii, with 
adniiratioh, with applause. But now an tiallan mounte- 
bankappaoM htien tho stsge--‘a man of ogtraordinary 
personal itmmth aiMl sU »ighlof tUtud. lioporrorme^ a 
variety of jugpihg triehti* and distorted his ogdy Into % 
thousand surpMig wild unnatuyal postures, the 
audienee tmo touiigKiTtoa btyond themselves ; if they had 
feU delight in Hamlet i^bi^.glonrod with ru^ute at ibo 
tbbank, Thi^ had Uamhi with attention to the 


j hftjr thought, but they weiw snotchod from themselves 
by the matvei of the etrange posture, JSbough, said I ; 
vfbete is the gloty of ruling men's minds and commanding 
their atliniraUon when a greater onthutiasni is excited by 
mere bodily ngiHty than was kindled by the most wonder- 
ful emanatiuns of a genius little less than divine I— 
ifugem Aianu 

TIIRKE SONNETS. 

• 'HU wUU tho dawn those ougul focos smile, 

Hi At I lia%c lin’d lonj; smeo, and lost ai^hile * 

I wil/T. not pniut them. God them secs, and J : 

None other can, nor need. They have no foi ni ; 

I cannot close with passionate kisses warm 
Their eyes that shine from far or from on high, 

Rut never will shine nenrei till I die. 

How long, how long I See, I am grow ing old, 
llavo ceas'd to count within luy han’b dose fold 
The silver threads that there in ambush lie ; 

Some angel faces, bent from heaven, nould pine 
To trace the scaned lines written upon nuuc. 

What matter I In the furrows plough'd by cine, 

T^t age ticad after, sowing immortal bc<m1s ! 

All this world’s harvest yields, wheat, taicn, and w**cds, 
la reap'd ; 'neatU God's stern sky my field Iks baio. 

But in the night-time, 'tween me and the stars 
The angol faces still come floating by, 

No ilcAth-palo shadow, no avcitod eye 
Marking the inevitable doom that bars 
Me from them. Not a rlotid thoii aspect mai^ ; 

And my sick spiiit w.alks with them hand in hand 
Ry the cool waters of a pleas^int hind ; 

Sings with them o'or again, without its lan, 

The psalm of life that ceasM nhen one by one 

Their loiccs sank, and left my 'loicc alone, I 

With dull monotonous wail, to giicxc fho air ; 

Turns glad fiom each to the other, still to find i 

Its own — * I love thee 1 ' echoed dose and kind ; I 

— Moon glimmerings, bridging the bltu k sea, I lespaii { 

Ay, angol faces I So T cr deemed 
Their human likeness; so 1 gee them now ! 

God laid hie visible signet on eadi bioiv. 

And they were holy, even as they seem'd. 

Then, Uiough all earth ami hell itself had sdicriiM ‘ 

To lure them from me by divided road, | 

One goal remains for all — the throne of (iod ; 

And I shall find them there ! Net rain I dic.nuM, 

My sainted ones ! itiy glorious Ones I niy lov'd 
And lost ones I from my famishM sight rcnioi M 
A little whUe» lest i might worship yc, 

And forget beanen. Suie as at GodN White Tin one ' 
All whom He loves one living union own, > 

My angel faces there will shine on me. 
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•r^vTrxxr/^ ^ ^ ^ T^ A ^ r« « ’r -H Now tlUs » WUat puzzlcft U9» II^Awria ^ s<;lf?~ 

L () V I N G O N E F 0 R. ON ESS E L E. individuality? It is a physiological fact that 

TuEuii is a story of certairt mehj^*^ sit- the whole of our friunc, the -whole of our jiaiiierM part, 

ting down ujwn the ground In a circle tb cOnyerae, had Is perpetually chituging ; that there is not an atom of 
some difficulty when they wei^ ahotit was in existence?, as one of its coni- 

finding tlicir owii peculiar ljml>s. VKa<4i #an^^^^^^ |ionent jmrts, a few years ago ; and that the materials 

iilKJn ai)propriating to himself the bcst^turned log near of whicli some brief time hence we shall bo copij^sed 
him, just as one naturally docs in the matter .of hats are at present ditfused throughout WniT- 

at the breaking-up of an eyertmg*partyi aiid the c/a- dpinS of nature^ It is obviously^ tli^fpre, not the 
bmiilkment might have terminated iu something serious piiysical hulk of Mis^ Angelma she calls hey 
had not the disputants been members of the Pctice onp does not see doiiriy how She can he fiSiilm 
Society, and referred the question to the arbitration any more absolute and exclusive proix’^rly in/her moral 
of a passer-by. Tins iudividual fbrtunately possessed ana iiitellcctual charac^tcr ax^art the clrcumstimcos 
at once a philosophic mind and a vigorous arihj and by which it was de>%l0ped. ' V 

he apxdiod a horsewhii) so shar|ily to the backs of ttio If our fair enthusiast hful cbauced to be born ; 
whole circle that every man foiled his own legs in the cellar, and brought up in mis<^ry and crime, she woolA 
twinkling of an eye. . m.^cordtng to her theory, have still been the same self., 

Some ]>ers6ns may be dis|>osed to doubti in a certain Will she tell us that she would still be entitled to 
measure, the authcJiticity of this anecdote, or eveii to expect the same love? if not, she canhot. beloved for 
rank our men of (aothara summarily with the peysoxuiges horseif, but for tho material .circunjistances whiclt art) 
of mythic story: but a little reflection will show that part and parcel of her individuatityv Ifalio Iiad-gtoW^^^^^ 
VT are all subject to mistakes and misconceptions quite up in some remote aild solitary place, with a destf-mutOf 
as extraordinary, and of a much moim wholeSHle for her solo companion, she ivould still have been 

What is more coiiimon than for a man to lose him^lf m entity, and she would still have posses^ed^ in the 

the maaies of a story, till his identity merges iii that of recesses of her moial being, the germs of those ^ 
the hero, and he w the visiou by which heis hauiited, tiU wUic^^ state of development aiid activity arc fitted ; 


■ . j. out asphations Coyoini tlmse of merb^ 

l ear. in l.i. cyc.,d.iti^tw inii.M^^^ withaut even language to exprew l,ir 

^broken vo^ and h»^whole toncUen «,t,og .he entitled to^tlto^ now demands asaflght? 

W.th fonnrtob,.eo»e«V~ i, : It pay 1* .anatoffed-tor % 

wdieii suddenly the horsewhip pf Cirempstunpe flashes quietly surnanderod iH^ mow than 
over his sUpulders-^^ door clhps, a bell rings, a vokaj time love is Wfoii the moral and is 

ealls-^^d hey ! /presto i the illusion vai^tcs, and formed, the innate qualities that indi- 

iiiehard'a himself ^ yldui^ity cOhstiluied^^ w seek to 

Himself? llVhi^ Tins is a tihdlcate/; Bht/thib is affixing ah arbiti^ 

you think % it Is- h tradition^ A conyofiHoii, anpT pmtslbio Umit to the progress of mind. It assumes tte 
posed by comi^n consent to haiiye a meaning oircumstahees infiueiK'e ns up tb a 
nevertheless, wiskbs di^ and indro fiaii^l^the tn^ llion their effect ceases suddenly, and the 

■ «nrnestiy:yqi|fl6bk-;:fi^/it*' :;.^.he:::|bv^ .:mQOM^.''iu'; a liqutd/and- ductile - 

the- ;:SiaU^i3ixda;4bwmatn^ its^mouldi -and^becomea a^' 

■ Lovo:/b?:m)yj'oi|^;'kihdib-y^^ ^S^jd;imd..un^ ' ]R;|s-iinreasonable tliusv ; 

not .; Wie^: if^vthepw^tion : c^: , : 

. grave,,' ■*i&^Js;;bWsA^'';/5iSib;iiyi!add^;in 

my 

says; 


to awaken admiratioh. Rut wi^Ut km)Wledge, wltb^ 
out asphations Woiui tlmse of more animal tiffin and 



.carcumstanccsi w easentkl; t0 
: wheJher good or bad^ vh^ither tending to love 

„'.;■ ., 'B-ttt:..tiie ■a.^lks ledi '• 

;. ■tlilii...;l«k, re^lt^ .ii; 

■; • 'A, 

■■ entity; 

.; e^tiination '.it ia'.-Jseid: feri' 

ij V idoastw^ 

S • vile- 

J i: :!»» /ettat^, lay«..dDwn.;.hi8' 

mansion' fpir,a;'Oottage.'; .and, .in-' 
i conditian px«sent8 himself to his ladylove. 

is as dOT as a rpck^^ 

: i ; stall loves Iiim in poveytjii 

1 1 The atradspl^ changed its tiem^; 

'i perature ; hut she : only nestles the eloSef to her chdseh 
one. The in^ broken ; 

but passion^ #ith a hh^r sbnso thtm the electric duldf 
overleap the chasm. ‘ Surely tlda^w being love<I for 
6ne*s sdf i :Not at ail. The gqntldhmn only acts ruin, 
he does not his nnuihcr/his apecoli, his aspect, 

arc the same, only touched by a melui^^^^ 
gdvcs romance to w lady only hears 

she docs not see it ; and her imagination is 
busy embrowning her lover^s cliOek with manly toil, 
(tod festooning tlieir cottage * porch with roses and 

; ; Itoa} pp^^ty la a very thing from stage 

pOYorty, labourers neither work nor play In 

kheerbreehltos trimmed ^th ribbons, and clean white 
stocking^ V c^ don't go a haymaking in 

inpsUn dresses, or dust the tabic with snowy aprons ; 

■ real gentlemen don’t take kindly to their i)orridgdV»r 
their fat bacon ; neitlier are they partial to the crystal 
spring ; aii4 no more do they learn intuitively to 
plough and reap, but on the contrary arc, jeered for 
; their ignorance apd eflfominacy by the cow-hoys, and 
are a standing bhtt for tlm oxen. Our ruined gentle- 
man would cut a very awhward, and perhaps a Very 
unamiabkf d^re in any other position than the one 
he had ^bii^n ac<tostomcd to his faithful mistress 

would find if she could follow liim into h js'^ihew avoca- . 
iikrUi* In the meantime she makes the mistake, in 
inodimting oh hi^^ fortitne, of supposing Idm to 

the ; «ime self by Whom her heart was won ; hnd 
' #tts him in a stage costume tlurough 

say, then, tliat tliere is no Such thing as dis* 

» love? No, ladies ! no, gentlemen ! wc say 

Wliatwe say is, tliat the ciiaractcr 
Oif admail has no separate existence, so far as the per- 
lOep^ona of ioth^s^m^^ foom the pirciunstances 

it Ims bttoh formed, and in whiclt it is enibedded. 
npt|oh <of bel^^^ <me’s sei^ is 

■■ -or . 

: ■ .0f ;:fontme .wlitoh.: 

' .habbi^'' 

do'/if/TthtoWbht.of 
his position \ we do not know how his accomplish- 
weer::ih. ihoto# ;^ieiO' Jifo^ 

; ;; .b|0i^:.:4*Wtet :::Theiit2e^ 

■'hud'-lbye:.- .'What; ^hh;: -hiilxlmt' ; we 

' elm:: wpyK':- 

•cima|^:'iiii':.hcW fortuhb.;hailWto«iftht;;;W 
ttol^ Wte he stijirts iht everyi^iipparitlon before 

.;0f .peiiaknt''''-:mistress--<^.^ '.'would know 
Ithat tH h^ was no more than a shadow 

v Bhij sucli thing as 

■■dktotoreiS^'. -'h^^ ■*itoaaii.;'..::.;We merely say. 

■•■■top;;;^re:;p^^ 'such, thing- as-''%W'ftiti6d- upon a mere., 
^a^tiwctionr^hi^ a thing irrespitoiire of circumstance 
that is toiia We,-<Us 

tohnt is that are given; to — tears 

thi^ gmtoilm th^ image m our memory— -not thp 

ruin^that ihouiders grave. Disinterested love is 

.fouha in every station, in eveiy of circunistauccs ; 

(md m m^t'kd hfe, tocre ospccMly, whore it has freer 
scope, it enliV^ thO jdreari^t of adversity, and 

i^ee4 fostooni the h^ with roses and 

janmine, pisiaterested love is not the love of tlie 
occult self we have been groping after, but of an actual 
being pose^tod of ghahties that have our syiiix>athy 
and ^miration, and surrounded liy circumstances cal- 
culatod th retain them in activity. For tliis being we 
would make any saeiifice-^-in great emergencies, that 
of life itself : but wc will not stultify ourselves by 
affirming that we love liim as an abstraction. In the 
above instances we have seen that . generous love 
mmains even after its has been stripiKHl of 

eyerjVUihg % which it was won. Jlut this, pliiiosoihi- 
caliy coikideTcd, is the love of one who exists merely 
in our memory, and , with wdioin the actual man iden- 
tifies himselt* only in those comparatively rare casoif 
where great, or good, Cff meinly pleasing qualities iiro 
so firmly emlwdded in the cliaracter as to survive tlio 
, shock of change. 

TApBjS OF THE COAST-GUABD. 

ALL\' 80MKKS. 

,;V\ruEN I jedned too sloop of war, tlieh (1810) 

oh the West India station, there w'ere a father ami sou 
amongst the creW whoso names, as borne on the ship’s ‘ 
books, were John Miners and John Alke Soiuors. Thd 
pcldity id tow;^o^^ giving a boy a female bap- 
tismal nahie had been doubt jestingly remarked 

hpoh by tht>80 who .w»to of it, but with the 

Sidlurs the kd passed: 08 A% Miners. Tlie fatoer was 
apjjroachlhg fifty, toe' s^ cbuld not have b(*en mme 
than seventeen years of age. The elder Somers, w'ho 
had attaiitod to of a boatswahi, was a stern, 

hardy BUeiit hto^^ with a look as cold and clear as 
polished sto*clr and a cast-iron inonth, indicative of 
indexible, %dohdtabl^ of will mid 

The son, on toe contrary, toough soiuewliat resembUng 
his father % had a mild, ottractiVci 

almost femtoiiie aspect, and a slight graceful :^me. 1 
was not tong to toaty obdurate and self- 

OhOTossedM boy Was really the 

idbl-lmalgE^ tovwhfo^^^ and his hojK^s were 

centred. ; foUowM toe motioiis? of 

.iuiiuhceasmgalili Ahd;..- ■■ 

tootiey 

: ^s\ of a:: 

of .'Somers j 

-.a -party 

■■ 

for ■ 
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m .W.,;^Mfe;,«L,. 

seittenoed to r^ve two doz^; l^h<^ 
and insubot^l^tion. He was oiiideT^ t6 ttrip^ pl^^' 
.at tlio gratings, and the l^ers 

the boatswain, iroftvor sbhr^tejk^ 
was by no means W 

assistants, upon wiianl :d6^hg 
usually devolv^, rindj^nced $y hiin^ : were ab^^ the 
gentlest-haiided boatsw^'Srxnates I eynr siiwt piacti^ 
On this oc^ion hj^iras in^ another ohd very 
mood. Two blows only had been struck wheii timers, 
with an angiy rebak^ to the mate fo^ not doing his 
duty, snatched the Oat from his hand, and himself 
lashed* the culprit wiih a ferity so terribly effective, 
that Captain Boyle, a thercUhl and jiist oMcer, instf^^ 
remitted half tlio numl^r of I#ihes^ ahd^ was 

i%scued from the unsjMiriiig h^ds of the Tihdictive 
boatswain.' ■ • 

Other instances of the int^sity Of affection glowing 
within the stern man’s breast 
w^cak and delicate boy manifested theniselves. Once 
in action, when the lad, during a tumultuous and mur- 
derous struggle, in beating off a determined attempt 
to carry the sloop by boarding, chanced to stumble an 
the slippery deck, he Was overtaken befom he could 
recover himself, and invotvOd iii the fierce assault 
which at the forecastle was momently successful. Xwas 
myself hotly engaged in another part of the fight ; but 
attention being suddenly called to the forepart of the 
slop by the enemy’s triumphant shouts, 1 glanced 
round just in time to see the boatswain leap, with, the 
yell and bound of a tiger, into the m6i6e, and strike 
right mid left with such tr^m^dous ferocity and powder 
as instantly to check the advancing ruslu ,Our men 
promptly rallied, and the- deck was in a few minutes 
cleared of every living foe that had recently profiincd 
it. Ally Somers, who had received a ratheir severe desh 
wound, and fainted from loss of blood, ivas instantly 
caught up by his father, and carried with headlong 
impatience below% When the surgeon, after a brief look 
at the hurt, said : ^ There is no harm done, Somers,’ 
the high-etrung nerves of the boatswain gave^^ay, kud 
he fell back upon a looker teropotarily prostrate and 
insensible from sudden revulsion nf feeling. Several 
times t was an unhiteiitional atidUor of scraps of con- 
versation between the two widlst; tile , lad was on the 
sick-list, from wliich I gathered that Ally was the sole 
issue of a marriage which had left bitter xnemories in 
the mind of the fether ; Wt whether ariwng f^ 
early death of his wife, or other Causes, ;I;did not asper- 
taui. w'as, it appeared, a native of -the west of 

BnglaM, and it was quite evid<mt had received a much 
better ^ucation than usually falls to indiyiduals of his 
elasa. ■ ■■ . 

At the close of the wax SontOrf and hhi ion 
with thousands Of oilers, tunicd; royal 

service. Some montJis ^er m^ am^intmant the 

command of the revenue-cutmr^ I ^ane^ tO w 
tkther in the vUli^ of Talton, abonf 
;S^.thfimpto% baVtlj^ :]^ew .Forest 
re-entered' ;tfce 

^tho .tkiiing'.^'^^ ■ ; bte 

■been iuvalidSlv, Ah>.; updii-^:;^hicli: .. ho 

:waji'.now^'.lh(di^'':,i^' about 

where 

mo, waa:'thn..^|^ b^eoh^ 

in the .ap|K^n^;;':6f cripj^ed' . 

condition of - W ' mg 'an 
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;^;cuM»i!^usc,\when>iy'cyO' fel]i'.uj{^';;n:i^ttn^ 

^ dress, busily enga^^ With thr^ others 

in l<iad«% of Mbs wl4fefe:hiul been 

landed fhdridy^^^^T^^ small vessel alon^sl^ tkk 

quUFv^ W enough ; and so uitm 

improved In last saw him, that but ibr- ^ 

air ot;fimgility--*inlieritea^ probably from iS; ' 
might have been pronounced a hondsonm ^ 
fims jmung fellow. The laths, upwards of hundred 
bundles, wliich hO was so busily lEWsittlng to cart, he 
had brought firom Guertisey, and w^ a very common 
imjiortatipn fi*ohi that island: Guernsey possessing the 
right of sending its own produce ousmms 
iandy a slight duty, only tantMmmt to what 
timber of whi<^h the laths were made would harii been 
liable to, was levied upon thent^ And 
tamed by the proper ofScer siniply 
length and girth of the bundles. This had been dbne, 
and the laths marked as ‘ passedi^ It stimck me tlmt 
the manner of Ally Somers was greatly fiurr led aiitl 
excited, and when he saw me approaching, evidently' 
with ah intention to ac^st liini, this agitation percep- 
tibly increased. He turned deadly pale, and absolutely 
tremldcd wdth 111 -concealed apprehension. He was 
somewhat reassured by niy frank salutation j and after 
a few commonplace inquiries I H*alked away, evidently 
to his great relief, and he witli his sailors con tinuod 
thoir eager work of loading the cart. I could not help 
sij^ixjcting that something was ivrong, though I could 
not make up my mind to verify the surmise his per- 
turbed and hurried manner excited. Once iii a skirmish 
on shore his father^ the boatswain, had saved niy life 
by sending a timely bullet through the head of a huge 
negro who held me for the moment at his mercy. 
Besides I might be Wrong after all, amll had lio right 
to presale that the officer who had passed the laths 
had not' made a suificient exmiiinutiou of them. ’Ihe 
flurry of the young man might arise from physical 
weakness and the severe labour he was perfoiming in 
such hot weather. Tlicse reasons, or more truly tliosc 
excuses for doing iiotliing, were passing through niy 
brain, wJien T obserjxri the hasty approadi of ; the 
collector of customs hiniself towards the cart, fuilowiii^ 
by several of his subordmates. Young Somers saw lijtlp :: 
as quickly as I did, and the young man’s first impulii^S 
it was quite plain, was flight. A thought no doubt of 
the hopelessness of sUch an attempt ariestod hjs steps, 
and he stood quaking With terror by the side of tho 
cart, his right hand grasping Ibr Support at one of the 
wheel-spokes. 

‘ One of you lend me a ittuffe,* said the coUecte^^^ 
addressing the officers of custemis, 

•A knife was quickly opened smd handed to him: he 
severed the strong cords wliich bound bno of the 
bundles of laths tether, and they flew asunder, dis^ 
closing a long tin tube of considerable diameter, closely 
rammed with tobacco 1 All the other bundles con- 
tained a siinilar deposit; and so laige was the q'^h- 
tity of the heavily^ taxed weed thus unckpcctddly 
made lawfial pri 2 © tliat a profit, I was kssuredr 
not less than Ii.50Q or B would 
by the audacious imuggler had he sucCeCdW hi lilsi; 
bold and jhiic^us The ends ; of bundles ; 

had been; ^ shori?^ pl^a bf la^ so tlmt, 
except by the process now Adopted, it was iiii|^rihle 
was' ■ not , whatit 

;ibeea^&Clsta®'"ld-'^^^ t<>."Which 

;idso ’.WAs/ 
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then tnroiitg round, Inttointcnl hjr a wi)pUcatot 7 ffes- 
turo that ho wiflhod to opoak to tna. 1 ^irovr near, aud 
at my I’ogaoitt ilio pf&mo ML bark out of Imurinjft. 
Itc «o utterly pMMtrated by tUo ralamity V vrh’KUi 
Jie had been ao and^ty overtaken, tlmt ho could not for 
aeveral inomenu apeak Jntolligihly* 1 Mt a good deal 
cohceriiied tor lo mcro a Iwy, and ono too so entirely 
unfitted % tenijperamont aud norvo to carry through 
auob doatoerato entcnjrises, or bear up against their 
, * 

* Thie ia a bad business,* I said ; ^ but the venluro 
has I trust, been made ulth your own or jour 

I totlier*s money 

* Every penny of it,* ho replied in a dry, fainting 
Voieev *was our own. l<'ather lent me all hU prize« 
inonpy, and wo ai'O both miserable beggars.* 

* Avhat in the name of madness could Iziduco you to 
venture your all upon a single throw in so hazardous 
ft gnine?' 

*I will tell you,* he went on hurriedly lo sny hi the 
same feeble and trembling tone : * I am not fitted for 
a sca-lifo— -not sttong, not hanly enough. 1 longed for 
a quiet, peareful home ashore. A litqie of oni* oilbred 
itself. 1 made the acquaintance of Jliehard Sylvester, 
a miller near Baling, lie is a good man, hut griping 
AS far as money is concerned. I formed an att«ac‘hment 
Ibr his eldest daughter Maria; and lie consented to otir 
union, and to taking mo as a partner in ids business 
if J could pay down five hundred ]K>imds. 1 was too 

eagi^r to wait long; besides X thougtit that periiaps 

lint it boots not to siKiuk of that now; I set more than 
iiib upon this east ; 1 have lost, and urn now bankrupt 
of resource or hope i Will you bri nk this news to my 
father, aiwl soe *— Ills reuiHlning firmness gave w'ay 
as the thought he would have uttcnnl struggled to Ids 
lips, and the meek-hearted young man hfiritt into tears, 
and wept piteously like a girl. A numlicr of persons 
were colLceting round us, and X gimtly urged 1dm to 
walk on to the eustoniliouse. A fi*w minutes after- 
w'ards I left him there, with a promise to comply with 
hi» request without delay. 

I fimud dohu Somers at home, and had scarcely 
I uttered twenty wor<ls when he Jutiiped at once to the 
true coticiuaioii. 

* Out with it, sir!’ exclaimed the stcel-nervoil man. 

* Rut you need not ; 1 see it all. Ally has failed— the 
tobacco has lieen seized-^aud he is in prison.* 

8pito of himsiilf his breath come thick and sliort, 
aud ho presently added witli a fierce hurst, whilst a 
glance of fire leaped iriim lus eyes : * He has been 
betrayed, and 1 tUmk I know by \vhom.* 

* Vour suspicion that* ho has been informed against | 
is very likely coixoet, but you u ill, I think, Jiave some 
difficulty in ascertaining by whom. Tiie customhouse 
authorities arc catefVil not tp allow the names of their 
informants to leak through tlioir o^(*c-dooi's.* 

would find hint were he hidden in the centre of 
the earth I* rejoined the ex- boatswain witli anotlier 
vengeful outcry which startled one like an explosiwi. 

* Hut,* added the strong and fierdo- willed man after 
a few moments’ silence, < it’s useless prating of tlio 
matter tike a weneh. Wo must part company at once. 

X thsfik you, sir, and will tell Ally you have called.* 

I montjoiwxl the other request made by Ids son. * that 
is a rotten plank to hold bv,’ ho said, * Ally’s diancc 
is over^ thona nnd it wouhl he mere waste ot time tp 
call on tlKa did ; his resolution is liaid and unyieldw 
i»g as his iOw» mWatones. Ma«la Bylvqri;sr is gone 
V uh the fiv0 hufidMl pounds h«r tothor bliignMl tor ; 
and the glri> teara |f .atte s^ any, will soon bo dry, 

T warued Ally of the im of ste^ng bis oourso In Ifib 
by tho daocoUve Upt m woman*# cftfii^ous smiles and 
vanities; bni maHe^mindeid bpy, 

iMbdod mo »pt« I msr not d<day : he wifi U 

^ mu^ious to see m Oq^dHsay, sv»* 

Hie whioh I m^y toavod came to pass^ 


even more speedily tlwn I Inul apprehended. It being 
iniposiibio to Uquidatc the pefimtie# Incurred, Ally 
Burners was imprisotiod ns n crown debtor; *and at«t]iat 
period, whatever may lie tlio case now, revenue penalties 
could not be got rid of by insolvent-court schedules. 
HO) prospect of an indefinite term of imprisonment, 
witli other causes of grief and depression, broke dov^n 
the always iVagile health of the prisoner, and he died, 
jre yet Ins youth was well begun, after about six 
months* cdbfinement only. 

The tidings wore brought me by the old man hIm<;olf. 

I wasi seated in the cabin of the ifoss cutter when it w.is 
aimoonoed that Jolm Somers was alongside in a boat, 
and wished to see me. I directed that he should be 
allowed to come aboard, and presently the old miin, with 
despair visible in every line of hia countenance, in every 
glance of his rostloss, fiamhig eyes, entered the cabin. 

* I am come to tell you, sir, that Ally is dead.* 

‘I w'as somewhat prciiared for this bad news, Mr 
Somers,’ I answered. * It ’s hard uiion you, but it should 
be bravely borno with.* 

lie laughed stiangely. *To bo sure, to ho sure,* ho 
said, * that is wise counsel — very wise; but that which I 
want now more than wise counsel is ton ])oundi»— ten 
pounds, which 1 shall never be able to repay.’ 

‘ Ten poumK I * 

* Yes : you may remember that I once saved your 
life. If that piet^c of service was worih tUo sum I have 
mentipned, yon can now discharge the obligation. 1 
have parted with everything, aud Ally’s last prayer was | 

to be buried beside his Beside a grave, «n carlj^ 

and untimely one, like his own, many miles nway.* 

^ I understand : it is a natural and pious wish, and 
you shall have the money,* 

^ Thank you. Tlic funeral over, T liave but one more 
thing lo do in life, and that is to «s'4ist you in securing 
Coequend wdnlst running ono of his most valuiible 
cargoes/ 

< Cocqucrol, the fhicniseyiunn you mean ?* 

‘Ay, so he calls himself; but 1 fancy he at one lime 
hailocl from another port, lie is the man who sold 
Ally’s secret to the revenue-officers ! * 

‘Arc you sure?* 

' ‘As death! He uas Ally’s only confidant, and Ally*s 
father Is now in Oxquend’s confidence. Jt is but 
natural,* added Somers, and a bitter, deadly sneer 
ciirie'd his ashy lips — ‘it is but natural, you know, 
that I should lie eager to assist in pillaging a govern- 
mout whicii caged iny hon, and held liim under its iron 
bais till life had lied. Cocquorol understamls this, and 
trusts uic fully; but that wnu‘h he doi'S not uudeistnnd, 
know, or suspect/ continued the fierce old man, sinking 
his voice lo a whisper, ond leaning forward nith his fiice 
close to mine, ‘ is that Jutm Homers has found out who 
|i was that sold his boy’s Hlb 1 Did he know that, and 
know m too, there would bo sounder sleepers than he 
in tliesc dark nigfits/ 

‘What do you mean?* 

^Notliiiig more, of cours**,' Ijc replied in a more 
clieeked and guaroed tonc^ ‘ than to retort tlic trick he 
ploi^ Ally Somothiilg after Ids own fiiishion/ 

‘That is a toir rovooige epbugh, and 1*11 not balk 
yirk. Kow> then, tor yhur plan/ 

Vartoua details v^ro discussed, and it was settled 
that on tlial day '-week Somers was again to rommu- 
nloate ufith me. He then took jleave. 

At the apeoftttodjfime ftomers returned, and appeared 
to be in hign but; mighty spirits. KveTytUing was, he 
said, omu^, eWtyuooM all but ecrtiOii. His scheme 
was tlien canvaOSiBa and finally agreed uiiop, and he 
again loto Hiie TOSikrL 

Hie tor tb Surprise, and capture of 

OoqqtKorol Wjfii ;^That apMoua sinugder Intended 

IKtetfiiig ais^cari^ ofi m of Dqrsetshito, on 
the north of JbWtedt ** * iPlW whero tW digs aro 
mm pvecSpltoius imfi abrupt, M at that time very 


watched by the shore-force. Near the spot ! 
gelectod is or ^as a kind of cavern worn by ihc action 
of the sea in the clialky 8tratuin» which at ncap-tidc9 
was paxtially dry, aiid at the tinio of our enterprise 
would eifcctually conceal a boat from the observation 
of any one who did not actually peer in directly at its 
mouth. Cucfiucnd was to leave Guernsey the next 
day in a largro boat, with two lug -sails, hut chieAy 
depending for speed upon its swoops. It was calcu- 
lated that lie would reach his destination about 
midnight, tkimers had undertaken the duty of shore- 
signalman, and if danger wore apprdiondod, was to 
warn the smdg^lers that hawks weix^ abroad by 
burning a blue -light. QThe manner of running the 
cat go was to be inis: — Homers w^as provided with a 
iviudlass and sufHoieut length of ruiK.% with a kind of 
rope-cradle at the end of it, in whicii ii man could sit, 
or a oonple of kegs bo slung, to rtMch the boat. The 
windlass ho was to secure lirmly at the edge of the 
chft, and two or three of the men ha\ing licen drawn 
itj), other windlasses were to bo fixed, by means of 
which It was calculated that in about half an hour the 
entire cargo would bo safely carried off by the earls 
which Homers had uiidcrtakeu to have ready on the 
spot. The signal for our appearance on the S(*ene of 
action, the positive old man iierSisted, should be that 
agrwd iijioii for the warning of the smugglers-— the 
sudden ignition of a blue-light. This did not seem the 
clei crest iwssiblc inofle of pnxseduro ; but as the cavern 
in which we were to conceal ourselves was but a few 
>ards noithwanlof the spot marked out for the landing, 
and Homers iiroiuis(*d he would only give the signal 
when the smugglers wcr(» in full work, I had little fear 
that, if other accidents did not capsiae our boheme, they 
would bo able to escape us. 

The next afternoon the largest boat belonging to 
tbe Mosf was fully manned; and leaving the cutler 
quietl} at ouclior m tlie Houthampton river just above 
Oalshot, wepulhdwith the tide— for there was but a 
light air, and that favourable for the smugglers, not for 
us— to our liiding-placc, which wo lo.icliod about eight 
o'clock in the evcmiig. 

Tile houis (rept veiy slowly and dismally away, 
amidbt the daikuess and hoarse echoes and moanings 
of the eav'orn, into which the K*a and wind, which 
were gradually rihing, dashed and howled with inucli 
and iiici casing violence. Occasional peeps at my 
w atch, by the light of a lantern caicfully shaded sea- 
ward, warned ns tliat ten, eleven, twelve, one o’clock 
had passed, without bringing the friendb wo so anxiously 
exiiected, and feais of ultinmto disappointment were 
chilling us far more than the cold nigut-brccKO, when 
a man in the bow of the lioai s.ud in a whisper that 
he could hear the dash of oais. We all instantiy 
listened with eager attention ; but it w*ns not till we 
laid brought tlio boat to tlie cutraiieo of the opening 
tliafc tho man’s assertion was verified. TJiore it was 
clear enough ; and the near npprootdi of a large lioat, 
w ith the regular ierk of the dars or sweeps, was dis- 
tinctly audible. The loud, clear hail of Uieir sbore- 
slgiiafman, ausweiXHl liy the * AU right ’ of tlio smugglers, 
left no doubt tliat tho expected prey wa^ within our 
grasp ; and X hod a mind to pounce u]>on them at once, 
but was witlilield by a promise which 1 had been 
obliged several times to repeat, tliat I would iibt nhder 
niiy clreumstanees do so till the signal-dame sent its 
light over the waters. 

As sopn as the noise aiid bHistlcl of laying in tbe 
jw cops, lowering tlio sails, end uiUHeppiiig tho mastik 
subsided, we heard HonoeSs ludt the boat, and insist 
Iw the captain should eoine up before apy of the 
oRm, as there was a dUQIcuKy the oaAs wliich 
he alone could settle^ reply was a s^wt of essent, 

and wc could hear by iho click of Ijt^ chook to tho f oig*' 
whoid of the windlass that Homois m paying mit the 
rf^iKx Presently GuC^uerol wa# to gut into the 


cradle I have spoken of, to wjiieh a line was fastened 
in order to stcaily his ascent from below. Tlio order 
was given to turn away, mid tho renewed click, click, 
annonnecd that he was asiviuling the ftwo of tho cliff, 
1 cuulTd liardly comprehend thi^ inanamvre, which 
S4.K)ntod to indicate the est'apo of the imm we were 
most anxious to secure, and the order to shove off Wal 
just on my lips when a powerfhl hluo- light flamed 
suddenly ibrth, neoompanied by a flerce hut indistinct 
sliout, or roar ratlier, from Somers. The nieu replied 
by a loud cheer, and we shot smartly out ; hut having, 
to avoid aline of reef, to row in a straight diioctitm 
for about a cable’s length, the sitiuggleiB, panic- 
stiicken and bewildered ns they werix had lime to gt*t 
way upon their lugger, and wci*o plying their sweeps 
Svitli de^'perato energy before the levoiiue-boat was 
fairly tuincil in dirwt pursuit. The ftaniic effort to 
oSc(ix>c was vain, and so was the tiUl nioreftantie eflort 
at resistame offend when wo ran alongside. We did 
not hurt them much: one or two were knocked down 
by the sulorb’ brass-buimd pistols; and after being 
st‘eured, they had leisure* to vt nt their rage in polyglot 
curses, part Pn^nh, part Knglish, and pirt (suernsey 
patot<, and I to look round and see w hat had become of 
Cot‘quciel. 

The blac-light htill shed a livid rudiance all around, 
and to my inexpressible honor and dismay, I saw that 
the uniurlunate man was siispendefl in tho lope cradle, 
wit Inn al)out a fathom’s length of tho brow of tbe elUF, 
ujx>ii wliieli Someis was htnnding ami gazing nt bis 
Vatim wiili looks of demoniac rage and triumpb. I’iie 
ilearlly trap contiivtd by the inexorable old ninn was 
iubtantly aiqiarent, and to (Na'querel’s frenzied beieams 
for help 1 xetibed by shouting to him to (ut him^df 
loose at ouee, as hib only chance, tor tlie bnrnd ol a 
Xubtol gloameci distinctly in the hands of Hoim^is 

‘ Lieutenant Warneforcl* cried the exulting maniac 
—ho was nothing loss—* J have caught this ( ’otxjiiend 
nicely lor you — got Inin swinging heie in the ])uttiest 
eiadlo ho was ever rocked in in his life— Ka ! bn t ba ! ’ 

* (Jut loose at once 1 ’ X again blioutcd ; niid tlu* men, 
as terribly imprt»Bsed ng myself witli the horror of tlie 
wretcJieil smuggler’s position, swejit the boat rapidly 
towards the spot, * N^ineih, if you sboot that man you 
bhall die on tbe g.illow s.’ 

‘Cut himself loose, do you say, bentimnt.’* 
screamed Homers, hoedle'S of iny fast observation, 

* Ho can’t! He has no kiiite — !m! Ini! ha! And 
if he Ihid, this pistol w onld b(» bwifti*r than that ; but 
I’ll cut him loose presently, never fear. Look here, 
Jacques (kicquerel,’ lie continued, laying himself flit 
down on the cliff, and stretching his riglit aim ovei it 
till the nioutii of his pistol was witliin a yaixl of (W- 
quercl’s head, * tins contains imymcnt in full foi y our 
kindnobs to Aliy SomiTs —a debt which 1 could in no 
other nianncr completely repay.’ 

At this moment iJie blue-light buddenly oxpirexi, and 
wo wore involved in What by contrubt was total dark- 
ness. We could still, however, hear the frantic 
laughter and exulting giliCs of the increlloss old man in 
answer to Coequerors shrieking appeals for mercy ; ami 
after a wliih^ when the llgures of tlie two men hvl 
iHX’omo partially visible, w'c could distinguish tho 
words, * One, two, thrtH?,’ followed by the report of a 
pibtol, and a lialf minute aftorwanls a d.srk bmly shot 
down tlie white face of the cliff, and disapjienred 
beneath the waters ! 

The body of Cocquorcl never reappeared, and tho 
only tidlogs I over hoartl of Somers were contamed 
in tlie ffitlowing paragraph which I read seW years 
afterwards in tho * Ilampbhire Telegraph,* a journal at 
that lime piibUshod at Portsmouth *— 

‘ Hio body of an agCd, wretched xban was Iflbund 
froaert to death in tho c1mw*kya»d mi Wednesday 
morning last, near two luijoirting fpWrs, one of Wbkh, 
that of Alice Maynard, roealU clroomstanees 






'iWS 


,._]jBi^^$fee:::pW8i^ 

;;4tii#r^Adj'j|j6 

■■' ■ ii0^ "agd^'}--^',:^' 

iiiihM the My M W# :'«6h, Jiahtt 
WM inter^^^ tliw shortly 
of the h ailludoicj to* 

^ . , ^:^i0 otir itnowleclge aiiy regular 

;tif th«i a^r, htit We boUeye that then, ae 
frantic andi 
■.' • •.■•■”' 
• ihiStakes •anfflcjeutl^ • obvixma ' iq 
the main fact famt 
Bomam) Maynatd, perlahed as dcitrlhed in 
. there can iu> reaeoniible 

::'^uhti . '■■'■ v^v:- • : 






TiSXT TO THB ABEEBBEN COMBWQBKS. 


. a ^hcn King David I., df saintly memory, 
eimcHted into a bishop’s see * the haiU village of old Aher.< 
, djpi#?%«jhi0o the time ivhen salmon-fish and grmiit.e--8tone 
ifi^f h^aihe articles of its local export in the tldrtcenth 
has coiitinued to maintain a character 
tf^St^hgfnteinterprise and originality. Kotwitlrstand- 
disadvantages and remote situa- 
ti^ produce^markets of the country, 

il;hfla, nev^ the quiet though determined 

i^ai^iuiiGe Which Charaeteris«^ its inhabitants, gra- 
dij^^y assumed an important ijosltion as a seat of our 
l^t#shhiiahulhcture, ahd bids ikir at n^distant dote 
celebrated Ibir its s^ tliis 

it haa been in past hges a school of phiib- 
ioarning^ On more than one occasion wo 
|l^m id to the progress of Aberdeen, and not 

rc^rd to its material prosperity, but also to 
and enli^i^hed sp^ those 

questions tr^ted that conspire so 
and harmonious jgogress 
the first 

;|(uho^fal exanmle df that class of humble yet service- 

have since become 
; and even in the 

Apparently unimportjnit subject before us, it can cjuiily 
per^ived that something like the same characteristic 
’'''' eklubitWl, 

ithin ottir xecoHeCtioa, ccmjto considered 

p)^;bf ;i3ie m08t^ and equally desti- 

ille of ahytliiiig UhAihi brganiseil Wadzrs vdth 

the who possessed a 

akih in^v |^ horns into 

is iaudj;; ■ ■. in' - the, aheif^t.: ; and ■ ■ expressive 

: ■ ■iffh'.A ■fce-..ylsit to- Aberdeen,'.’ 

,;,of '■fcbmbk:^ .carried 

hasted^.; 





becihie.' an;in«.. 

'we 
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in:, 

■.■product 

^Were" .b^tm'^'^■bht.■'■ih.^■ub■■ 

instaimc doWblihdthe m^ of AheB orhonDu 

lu admtiou to the' combs fou# % ^olr tpmbA 
it has been proved that : 

tdothed on ofie side; gSdU^^ into use 
among the Greeks and Romans $ but frmu specimens of 
the remaihs of combs found at Pjbmpeil, together with 
nepresentatiops on the Amyclsaah iabliBs, it would seem 
tlmt the Greeks, who were Wjmji^kably studious and 
caroftil in arranging tlieir halA w with teeth 

on both sides, -exactly sMilar to otix smaR-todth- 
ccmibs*' 

Uhe medieval progfoSB the com exhibits, like 
eveiything else of its class, much curious elaboration 
witli but little improvement in utility. In the fifteenth 
volume of the ‘ Archajologia’ there is a representation 
of an ivory comb found in thb riiins of Inkleton Nun- 
nery, Cainbridgeshire, containing Some Anglo-Sivxon 
desij^ exquisitely carved in relief, but with such te(?th 
as a common bbmr iu our d^y wo^ treat with con- 
tempt. About ibis periewi we find Chaucer oomincuting 
on the many absurd articles of female attire, at a time 
when both sexes tied up their hair in a ‘ licorous fashion* 
with ivory phis; and^ Curious enough, one of the earliest 
specimens of Bhglish combs extant was dug up in 17G4 
from beneath the lovrest of tlie three paved streets, 
wliich lie— ;memorial8 of their several ages— under the 
prOsont Shiprow Street of Aberdeen ; and it was sup- 
posed to have kin there ever since Edward III. burned 
and ruined the city in IfifiA; 

In modern days the cpmb probably reached its most 
costly and omamental state at tlie luxurious court of 
I^mis XIY., where hair -dressing was an art more 
appreciated and otten b(:tter paiV^ than the higher 
^orts of ^nius. Combs of iroty iind of toitoiBe-sTiell, 
jS^ly iiikid with gold and pearl, formed an esseutial 
fu^unet of the toilet of the couii; beauties of Yersaill^^ 
In tliis cmmtry the fabrication of horn into conibs was 
a very auckht process, and chiefiy resided, as it still 
4<^, in Knglm^d, in the midland coun- 
ties But towafeU of last century the increased 

demand ibr Admbs^^^^e^ makers all over the 

country; and in Scotland there were one or two houses 
of some emirieneo in tha tm<^e at the period — some 
twerityrfi ve years back— at whM wo have now arrived. 
It was, however, one tradesj^ial;*, far as 

its lirtificeipa Vr^ cbnoernedf wotfid upt stand invosti^ 
gation. Making: <x>kbs o^ nearly tSe same, pnneiples 
as thqsd ikraued lE»y their forekthera fijr generations 
b^kr©/ say, by simifiv Cutting but 

'tJie; teeth:.:.iri$>l - various "sorts-.-- 
and skte8--'-0f .:,8ivA^ entitled "to the- 

the grand '^%'the comb ■ 
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I in Aliordooih To the Hvst of dremnstfusoot ihe 
trade was indebted Ibr tbe aucceasM idea of amaeMnei 
winch ciibcted at the same time a saving of half the 
material, and an increiiaei of pt*odi?Lce cumost inoon-- 
rdvable. To tim latter it is siiu mm indebted for the 
first application of steam^powenf to the xnachinery ; and, 
what we think of infinitely greater importance, the 
introduction of those tru^ principles in the philosophy 
of production so logically contenoed Ibr by Adam Smith 
-<^a philosophy Which, m its legitimate apijication, has 
tho Invaiiahlo effect of elevating alUce the diaractcr of 
the produce and the producers. 

We shall, liow<?v(sr, most appropriately represent the 
combined efibet of those improvements on the trade by 
taking tho reader along >vith ns in a cursory view of 
the prineipal departments of tho Aberdeen Comb-* 
works. IVovidcd witli an intellig:ent (deerono in tlio 
person of one of the clerks of tho office, wo l>ogan 
our irivostigatious; and as an essential preUminary, 
wen* first shewn s|>oe!incna of tho various kinds of raw 
inntcrinl. Tii (he order of its intrinsic value this con- 
sists of tortoise-shell, horns, and }ioofs« Ivory in our 
day is reserved almost exclusively for tho manufactun* 
of small -tooth-combs, which forms a branch of the 
ivory trade, and is entire]^' distinct from the one now 
bi‘fore ns. 

Of the first of these materials, tortoise-shell, the best 
•ulaptcil to mamifacturing purposes is the shell, or 
1 Uher scales of a homy contexture wJiicli enclose tho 
sea -tortoise, imbticata, it is to bo foutwl in 

all warm latiliidcH ; but the best species arc imUgenuus 
to IHiidostan, the Indian ArchiiKdago, and the shores 
of the lU*d iSea. The price* of tlus article wc are apt to 
think excessive. At present it is 3r>s. per ib., and ten 
years ago it was nearly double that price. It forms, 
however, a valuable article of importation. 

The*re are two chief divisions in the second article, 
horn ; namely, Iniflhlo and ox horns, both of which are 
iuiprnted fiom various parts of the gUibe, Bufialo- 
horn is, however, for tho most part used in iho mann- 
f.u'tine of kuife-handlcs, and 8iuh-likc articles in tho 
cutlery trade. In <*ombmaking it is chiefly used for 
drcssnig-coml)s; and, generally speaking, all <ombs of 
a d(‘op black colour are formed of this material. The 
best bufiTalo-homu aio obtained from tlio East Indies, 
and incomparably the finest are those of the Indian 
hulhilo from Siam. We were sh(*wn a beautitVil specimen 
of Siamese horns, whi<*h, from their extriwrdinary 
dimension ', laid Iveu preserved and jiolished. One of 
them measured 5 feet fAUii tip to Iwse, 18 J inches in 
circumfeiviKe at the widest part, and weighed 14 lbs. ! 
Some conception may bo formed of the extraordinary 
si«o of an animal which cun support such a weight ou 
tiio ftonlalfbono, if we recollec‘1 that agoml specimen 

an English ox-horn weighs only 1 lb. 

Ox -horns, again, constitute tlio staple of comb- 
making, and are imported Into this country along with 
liidof) iVom the South Amerioan states, the Cape of 
<jood IJoi)C, and Kew South Wales, 'fho imports, 
however, are Chi(*fiy sustained fWmi the enormous herds 
of South American black -cattle, which have niulti- 
pUod to such ap uxtctit in the Brazilian territories 
that tliey are now slaughtered for the sake of their 
hides and boms, and their carc'asseS left to l>e devoured 
by the innmnerablc caniivorous animals Whldi irtfost 
tho jungles. Tlie ox -bonis ooterod for consumntlun 
In Great Britain in 18(^0 numbered 1,260,000} and 'the 
average price is almut Ia 60 par iott. 

Tho material of hoofiR depohda for its sitpply ou iho 
German and home markets j U3tid its value at this 
moment is about L42 jier tofi. Hoofs are used gone - 1 
rally in the manuOictUfe of thOitnhaapost description of 
combs; butaUhoui^ leaitf vahmhle material, It is! 

the au meet of the mm mgemhma meduedual 

appllasioea ho tho pr^a of Itss < 

At the time at fm visit the ((uimtity of hmn aud j 


hoofii in stook amounted to upWapthl at mio hundred 
tons of each. This immense mass horns wa<i con- 
tained in a large stombouso for the pumse^ a glance 
Into wl^ch has a curious efil^ct on the Waiter; and in 
truth We could not repress a (liouglit somewhat akin 
to what we might have eutortainea oh seeing the Uka 
quantity of human skulls. Enormous piles of difihP(mt 
varieties of horns— fVom the delicate curvature Of the 
small Highland ox to the equally beautifhl but en^« 
mous coma of the ferocious bufiklo of tho Gapo ; iVorn 
the Smithficld horns, immortal in story, io those of 
tho gigantic bufihlo of Thibet and Biani — all lay pros# 
trato hero, piled togetlicr in ineXtrlcablo conlbsion. 

After taking a look at the steam-engine, which is of 
fifty horse-power, and we were informed the largexf 
of the horizontal kind in Scotland, we proceeded to 
tlie first st.ige of the mimufacture, where tho horns 
are cut into assoTtt*d sizes by means of a circular 
saw. A horn is twice cut transversely, and afterwards, 
if a large one, longitudinally. The tips or extremities 
of the horn here cnl off are sent to SlielRchl, where 
they are (‘onverted into table -knife and umbrella 
handles ; and in this operation 1 fi,000 horns can bo 
cut up in a week. Instead of being dividt'd in this 
manner, the hoofs in their first stage are, afler being 
boiled for a certain time, to render the fibre soft, cut 
intp two pieces ; or rather the sole is stamped out by 
moans of vertical punching - machines of tho same 
irregular (‘onformation. 

The lionis and Jiuofs thus cut are then brought in 
pieces into the pressing department, which occupies 
the whole baaemeut-flwir of one part of the building. 
The first thing that stiikea the visitor on entering 
here is tho peculiar and ensily-dlstinguishablo odour Of 
Imrnt horn, which indeed iv also predominant through- 
out the works. Tliis nrist‘S Irom the high t(*mperatUio 
necessary to the fabrication of hoxn, v^hich to a greater 
or less extent effects decomposition of the material, and 
is invariably accompanied with the disengagement of 
the peculiar gases which cioatc the oilour. Along the 
fhK>r of this department arc erected thirty-six fiirnacos 
iif a iHiculiar construction, and at each of these a man 
and boy were busily engaged in sliaplng the cut horns 
into fiat plates, by first heatina the pieces and tliexi 
cutting them to tbo n*quired shape with a knift?t they 
were then inserted botw ecu screw-blocks, and pressed ' 
perfwtJy flat. If, however, tlio plates are requited fbr 
stained combs, as the greater jiart of them generally 
are, a different mode of prej«.fiiag is pursui'd. Into a 
n*c( angular cast-iron trough about 2j feet long hy 12 
inclK'S v\ide and deep, a number of iron hot- pl.it cb are 
put; they are then oiled on their surfai'e, and tbo 
plat os of liom insertcil betwot»n them ; a w'odgi* is nevt 
driven into the press by tlio pcn'ussion -force of a ram, 
or weight falling from a height of eight feel, producing ti 
force of about 120 tons. This presbure own ised on the 
bom containod w'ithin the iron jilales has the effect of 
breaking the fibre to a certain extent, and forcing it 
to expand in a lateral din*clK)n. Curious enough, what- 
ever may have been the original colour of the liom, it 
is now of a uniform dark-green colour, and perfectly 
soft. This pt»eulijir trt'atment rmtders tlw homy tiisnes 
more pervious to the chi*mieal action of acids, and will 
1)0 bettor understood when wo arrlvo at tlie subseqiMmt j 
operation of staining. ! 

But the rmn and wedge is not tjiio only means of pres# 
suro employed. Around the apartment were* arrangofi 
120 iron acretfj^rosses— levers of the second order, ; 
dlffeVing only from a common vIco in pressing inmW’*'' 
tho after .tbe manner of nut-cracko^a. TOasy m 
fitted with dies with a variety of ongre-Ved Mgna,, 
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ance with tho spirit of tho times, wo w'ogo mOm % mw 
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his Siroiigth bn tm of Utiin pmm tm t^noe a 
ibrcc of upiM^rda of tons, Bot h^rwcter gmtt the 

r Bure IS siUl la^owlipiit TtM» OOOfinout demand 
the clieap sSdOHCOmwi of hoof lod to the 

Mher Applh?atl6Q of hydnwUic prowaro. Tho two 

K K>ns of ihe Itoof j^roaioood in tho flrst vtage are 
t^ht into thjlo do)(ttrfamoni, mid after being boiled 
0 Mcond time in a aumlair o£ Uttlo trouglm, with «. 

111 eOeh of tltem to preserve the nooessaty 
the fleiOiy matter and other exereseenees 
aiill iiiillimtig arc pared off. They are then trans- 
fahM to an adjoining room, where sixteen hydraulic 
pl^lliiMNi afo at work, by moans of a small oscillatiug 
eUgiiie rf three or fbur horse-power for their exclu- 
alvo use ; and here those little stripH of hoof are sub- 
jected to a pressure of 800 tons, and with a degi*ec of 
speed and precision that Is truly astonishing. They" 
come out of tlie pns^ iu the form of small senii-trans- 
parent Tnctangular plates, having on each side the 
rounded projection or beading ohscrvahlo on most side- 
combs. Wo may remark here that this application of 
hydraulic pressure seems to us to bo highly ingenious. 
In pressing a bale of cutton goods, for extunple* it is 
to a certain extent iuimatenal whether the pressure 
exceeil that required by a few tons; but with the 
iibroos tissue of a plate of horn Iho case is widely 
diffbront: pressure it will sustain to a oertaiii point, 
but should this^lio exceeded by a single tou or a single 
pemnd, the fibre is split and biokeiit and the mate- 
rial destroyed. ^ To illustrate the rtwistless force of 
this pressure, wc wcri» Indarmed that the very cast- 
stiH'l dies wliieU give sliaiie to the hoof soon become 
crushed audwom out; and it was nut without some 
nicKi calculation and extierUnent that the application 
of hydraulic pressure to the purpose was thus suca^ss- 
fuUy attained. After ha\iug received the necessary 
formation hy the various modes of pn^ssing, the plates 
are laid aside to dry in a mom where a high teiniio- 
ratnro is preserved by means of sU»ain- pipes, and 
whore they are aUo assorted into diffeitnt si/es, and 
iho edges squared with circular .saw s. I'hc numbex of 
such plates, of bliuU, horu, ^nd hoof, in stock at the 
time of our visit, W'as somewhere about four millions 
and a half I I 

I'rom this tlicy are again distributed to the different j 
processes in ordcr—tlio next of winch is cutting the 
teeth. Certain classes of liom-platcs, however, are 
subjected to a father proechs of planomg on the surfac^o 
preliminary to tlds operation; but in all plates wltidi 
have bmi hot-pressed, and an? intended to be staiucil, 
tlds is unuecc^sary, and therefore they are at once 
tHk(n when perfectly dry to the cutting department. 

On entering this department tlic vibitor gets a little 
bewildered. Th«* incessant and jiccuUar clatter of the 
macbiucry-^unue any noise wo ever beard— l1u> heat 
of it^ jdaoe, ana apparent confusion, produce together 
a lUOSf ourious effect A very little observation, how- 
eveTii ^ves to shew that we have now arrived at the 
basis V Ml the modsm improvements iu combmaking. 
WtuatMl on bupches around tlm apartment, in close 
pmMty to each btligr, wore twenty-four * twinning- 
inventipn, with all its subsequent im* 
pja^mpientib to which we have refbrrod. Bach of 
tlmiM nMttws ia worked by a man, wltli an attendant 
Ibipu* mi 1lt0m b.«unp?y of hot plates ftwn Um 
nuiuex^ ffM iMtbCSd for that purpose in the centos 
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cofvaHd degreo of nudity and force. Almost in a 
nvomont we cauid well see, to loss understand, 
Uio tathmale of tho prbooss, we were ^lewn the plate 
of hom cut in two pieecs-^rits one hn{f Utetalfy uihn 
put pf the niMv ofu) each of Uteui presenting the well- 
defined outftno of a comb, iti tlds butting department 
resides llm paHheidon of that beantlfhl mbehanism that 
ftrst xnvoluUtmfsed the trade and seduced it to tnatlie- 
matlcal prodisloii. To appreciate this invention we 
h|ve only to loOkM tho increase it has effeebsd in tlio 
produce, 4i *comhinaker of the old school could not 
perhaps, with nil hie Skill, out mpre than eighty or 
a handled oorubs per day ; while with the maclilnery 
one man and a boy will cut upwards of tm thonsand of 
the same kind of comb, and that, too^ with a eonsump- 
ition of only half the material. The finer dressing-combs, i 
however, and all small -looth-oonibs, are still ctit hy 
means of circular saws, which process constitutes tho : 
next cutting departntent. Tien*, however, n moderately ; 
curious visitor will not linger. A dense atmosphere of 
liom-dnst porvad<w the large apartment, which gives 
to everything within its infiuence the white dusty 
appearance tliat diblinguishos a flour -mill, to wOiieh 
indeed at first sight it hears a sinking resenibhnce. 
From the few hurried notes wo took, howe\ ct, w o loam 
that here there are wlteels on tlie fine self-iuning 
machinery, in i*onnection with tho cutting and pointing 
of combs, that revolve 5000 times in a minute, and 
saws so (leUeatoly fine as to cut forty teeth within the 
BXiflCHi of ati iiK'li. 

Wo here instituted some inquiry as to the efil*ct on 
tho operatives of this animalisnl atmosphere, aud were 
infonned that it was not known to bo ixtjuriotis. (hi 
tho contrary, it w.as stated as a singular fact, iu con- 
mx^tion with the lato visitation of cholera in AbiTdecn, 
that not a single combmakcr had l)ccn affevted by the 
disease, at least fatally; whence it may he liilcned, 
altliough we do not preleud to assign tho reason, that 
the fabrication of horn must be attendc'd with cousj- 
derable anti- miasmatic effects. At all events it 
certain that liorn-dust cannot exerc’ise that irqurious 
action on the air-passages and the lungs wliUdi Is ex- 
Ifcneuced in many trades, sucli as that of the steel- 
grinders of bhefileld, 

Passing over one or two xntennediale stages after tho 
Combs are thus out and twinned— such as ‘ thinning * 
on the outer edge hy means of grindstones, and * point- 
ing* by moans of peculiarly - shaped hcwcl-saws- we 
arrive at the next department in onler, where the 
lUH'cwsary finishing is given to the comb by the hand. 
Hero wc meet with tho onl^^ true rom.iuis of the nrtifi- 
CHVH of combs fhuMt^rej who still, with a pi^rtinocmus 
reverence for ancient usages, iircscrvc among tlioin- 
selves the nppeliution of coxnbniakcrs par 
forgetting that the very boys luid girls in their resp(*c- 
tlve departo^ents play as important a port in the aggre- 
gate production. And yet, in Uieir peculiar piovince, 
they are well deserving of commoiidation. The speci- 


admirablo; and one pattern iu partiqiuat Was sluwn 
us wUeiein iht^rd was n hpecics of dbMn, ftirmoa of 
beaatilh11yi>sTai]afiid horn, Ixiterwoveh with the heful of 
tho comb, which, although wo examined minutely, and 
knew tliere must have Wn a joint in each altcrnato 
link; we nevertheless Mted to discovor it. It is in this 
department tliat tho mth of the (Huiibs are smoothed 
aud rottnded— an pperailon technically termed ‘grai!- 
ffug la cfi6cita» bydiflbrent sorts of cutting 

rtMM , Bo far as or h>nnation is concerned, 

the cotfiha are now faliBiad. 

^e miposlte side of the bui^dingi we were then 
tpthe staining mosess is 

I wiu bo b^ter Tf 4e^ 

OidtM varW otsMi tff ooMg of the 
tint In tortoisib^en. Tlie bom, 
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iBi|^)e^U©e of ia 

«p .^i^t in th© jtliat 

a jjractiaed obs^!i?a <to^ caa detect It AVo ver© 

sheeny Ibr: oxii^e^lwro apecittiena of l)raid^itih«> 

one of tqaV toi^taiab^aii^ aAd^^ 
and. so mncli alikb wbie ^^ in their colour and ©x> 
ternal coiidgttratio^ tlmi m could not tell which was 
which^and yet ; tho on© Oofeh wais^ soniewhero 

about i^n ^^ tUQiK^ tlia other. This operation of 
ataixdng, :trl4 on the whol^ is a aoinew^hat artistic 
bperatioh^ is ©itclttsiVely perfortebd by Women and girls. 

l^hbte are still: aomo minor di^p^tments^ whld^ vre 
need hot deaedbe in dot#. - B^ consists in 
smoothing lJi© rough surfaces of the liorn by means of 
wheels covoio(l with walrUs 4hin. Side -combs and 
braids are Wm to their peculiar cum by being first 
licatccl and tlicii fastened to wooden blocks— an opera- 
tion that lasts only a few minutes. Pocket - combs 
have of X!oUt^se a difibrent and peculiar treatment iii 
some stages ; sucli as the formation of the joint, and 
the putting together of the luuldles/ Ai^d there is a 
department in tlie Avorks exclusively devoted to the 
fabrication of horn - spoons, which becomes chibfiy 
remarkable ftom the circumstance of ihere being no 
uiodern application of machinery to the manufacture. 
Tlte last, process, however, to which all combs are 
subjcGted, is that of ‘ poiishing,* w'hibh is also effected 
by means of wheels, but covered with leather of diffb- 
teut degrees of softness. After this they are despatched 
to tlm warehouse, to be assorted for tlm last time— the 
sidt^comba being stitched to Cards, or packed in fancy- 
boxes^ which affomls constant wo A to about twenty 
Women. Prom henco the combs kite distributed over 
the three kingdoms, to fulfil the g^t end of tlieir 
existence. We may add here, that tlie curibus and 
intricate machinery now employed in the manufacture 
is made on the premises. 

As an appropriate finish to out inspection, we were 
shown the patterns of the diirercnt kinds of combs, 
mteiy of thuih we can only 

notice' tltetn; te Of drcssing-comhs 

(cdnutiiig db^pmt iiisei of all th® patterns); thete 

,W^te:':.<JOS:'lyJifldiciif;|rSid;«pte^ 
fi2i^ ; pockety small - toothy ctUnbsv 
■articl^,i-Mt::lh;;tak 1228 . 
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Mats of # upwardt bf j^ litess^^^w^ 
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in'lhU'otrade;. 

progtei^ilJted^ ‘tO; .the;:eomb^idsh^^a^^ 

,add'la]^.ted'''''.0nrnmn.:sheU.:*^^ 

tben,:wWi. .twunty'yekririS 
waaf^Hte'^BtO' trade ut'- ds;' ^;.per duaen,^an'iteW^Wj 
purchased In tlm same way fer and st^hrs ^ 

per prose t thua effecting a iuducthiU in pridfc of ab&ti: i 
lW:pUr::cent.:- ■ 

As: a curious UluBtratioa of of labeur/ w^ 

give the; fpUoWmg compiiratkc csri^ of t}ie produce 
of the three materials:-^ ■ v; 

* ewi sheU, val. I.S0e, proatiflescooihst viit. t.375, lilQ. >171 pw cent, 

liou homi, fiS, ... ... ISO, >■ iSS . ... w 

1 toR^hoofs, ... 12 , ... ■ ... .;. :jS, ... 

Begardod in this aspect, in tlic relation of labour to 
material, we find that hoofs — intrinsically the least 
valuable tvf' the^ three inaterials— become, with the 
application of labour, the valmhU^WioX is, pro- 
portioiiably : and the converse holds good in tlte case 
of tortolse-shcil. The irnportant relation labour bears 
to the produce may be estimated from the fact, 
tills establishment jiays a larger sum of weekly Wages 
than is now paid for the important business of edUou- 
spinniiig in Aberdeen. 

Tims miicli, then, for the produce ; and Avith a cUr^y 
glance at the producers we conclude. 

At the time of our visit there were in the employ- 
ment of Messrs Stewart, Itowcll, & Go. 4CG men and 
boys, and 1C4 women— in all, 020 hands— -exactly four 
times the number employed in the a>mb- trade in nil 
Scotland when they commenced business. This class 
of artisans were formerly noted for their dissiiaitcd 
habits ; but in the present day we were much struck' 
by the q^uiet and orderly appearance of the nien as they 
poured out of the work at six o’clock. It oCciirred 
to us, liowever, that alMhis organisation and improve^ 
ment was not brought about without considmble 
diflaculty and trpublC ; and we were right. Ih a cou- 
vcrsatioii with one of llm partners, tluit geuii^iu, 
in reply te our inquiries on this pointy remark^ : 

* We know from hard expcrienco a little abotit the: 
improvement of the Working -classes, 5t is no easy 
task. Twenty years ago, xvhen we comte^ticed business* 
wc did so under many disadvantages. We had all 
the difilculties of an overstocked rnarket to contend 
with ; a pOAverful and avcU- connected qpp<Wition in 
the English market'; defects in our machinery ; and 
other (toutustances equally discouraging. We sur- 
mounted all these only to find a still greater difiiculty 
with our men. In the habit dT working irregularly 
at home, like tailors, they disUked our systen^ised 
division of labour; they resisted, rebellea, luid left 
thbir work on more than one occasion when they knew 
we required them most. NovertJielfiss, we ^ to 
bur principles. Wo shewed theni 

cohsistent labour for ten hours a day six day 
week. We reasoned with them, but never; ewttued. 
Wb established a temperance society and llbteiy In tlie 
works, and held mit a pi^nuum tq wtem 
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: i ite ^he BpotR had 

d^ad beaiaty, and 

? tlw aiihill^t Cloture We had ^ 

. idgm^ tril)e» which 

^ wWfJs iihili^h around it«< We place a portion 

ofiOtte of the larger zoopliytCB^ have brought 

heoW^'^ng in a watch-glaas containing aea- water, and 
eutoli it to the microscope. It ia id itaelf a^ beautiful 
with delighi the milk!- white 
pdlypea jWuliW their IM cdlls and unfolding 
tltemfielreB like dell^he bMouis on the bran(^ But 
that the fragment before us Is infested 
}by A parasitic population v is covered 

, /Wf^ tohfmte but wondrous forms of animal arid vcgct- 
di^e otganisation. ^ ^hat whidi to the naked eye 
as on the braiich, is ton- 

jlar^id by thO; micWwcope into a multitude of beings, 

the most 

Stru^ often with an exquisite beauty, 

of great class of the aniinai- 

are universally distributed, 
in the waters of the 
And malm every lonely pool a scene of hnsy life 
" ■:■■■': .'^ihuto :an4 ■. ■ ■infiignificartt „^is- these 

' aa^ th^y have a. most important ' mission to 
&di; ; ®heir araashu? numbers enable them to accom- 
: truly Ikj called gigantic. A 

great empakti ve : anatomist has happily styled them, 

• jNaturcA invisibie police." v are comnussioued to 

amst and bHng back tlW ^'gitive particles of organised 
matter when on the point of escaping into the , inor- 
ganic wiwpld. By feeding on the decaying animal and 
>eg9|ajde iubStaneOs, are held in solution in the 
"'from .passing off- into' a 
state, :'.$hd': ''cbuwt.. ' them. . hitO; 'a- - wholesome 

thus eco^ 

v«W /kWp. ■.Up-.'the: supplies of ^ food, 
fragm^*its; 

afEbiuts^.they form' a miguty . host 
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itihrott^l^ the tiny 'organism*'^^^^^ 

. the simple'.''hi&li&. . \ 

■'WatclP' bifo.'iOf '"tbein'-- 'TOr.'-a'momO^ ■: 

'is ' cA,fonded:;tbv'lW'‘-..foB ■.■l^g^hy: ard , ^ ' 

{there; is 4 peculiar procs in all mhW6fo«*it8) Iwhiath 

the'- pmWy 'W^yXi'';;'':'..':She. ■frill plfljft''''::#^'. 4.:- 

stream of atoms^ the * delicacies of the season *'r*.h| 
htfitying info the mouth of the Httle ^wrmoa^^'' TO 
sddde^y alarm is takeh, and 
thou^t the cilia afo withdraWh, the; ■ hody oontraot* 
info a hall. and 4he stem info a most he^utifol spifoL^ 
After the ItiqHJe of a second of twp the sphral ;4owly 
unfoUs, the body rises ma^Asticaliy,; a^ 
suit is resumed. Beauty is the great characteristic pf 
these little <u?eaturea It appears in ' their form, their 
movements, And their struotUM. ThO vorticclla ai'e 
amongst the commonest of microscopic beings. The 
observer encounters them at all pom often in 
the most 'unlikely localities. Is he examining a drop of 
diteh-water ?^he fluds them clustering about every 
speck of scUni whlchiit contains. He detects a minute, 
irrogularlyAhapM mass on the stem of a water-plant: 
as he wafches it begms to rise, and at last expands 
into an arborescent vorticella — a miniature trees, the 
branches of which are all laden with the ciliated bells. 
A water -flea, for the larva of some inseetj makes its 
appeirattce beUeath the lens, carrying a Whole company 
on its back. <)ur piece of aoophyte has a multitude 
ujam it, and thejIB up and down 

Oven amon^t foe fontacles of^he 
A Stitt more cuidolW^^^^a^ form of vorticella 

is also present, ficre afo several little plumes of the 
most symmefrical Shape and extremest delicacy. 
Hiey might be ffofoem dfoppe^^ ffoni the wing of fomo 
micTOscopic Urdi Each plume is a componiid belngi; 
The little branches bear mnltitudes of the vasc^ike 
bodies which we have jUjt described, and their thpuSands 
of ct/fo keep the surrounding fluid in a state of constant 
agitation. Each of the niinuto beings associated in 
this plumpus common^ealfo enjoys a cerfoin amount 
of independence — selecting its own food, and ^xiploying 
its ettia at pleasure ; but all are subject fo a central 
jK)Wer Or will ; for let any c4ufo 
' the, '.entire,' .’•structure,":' 4s .; tljo 
branches cluster fo^ther, ahd^^f ^ A time ail- 4 of 
TltaUty disap^r. Our readers mtuit fo^ 
the wonderlhl iWfos of ttfo wittch ise are now ekammjttig 
are eitlier altogefoer or all but ihfisihlafo the naked 
eye. We And foe ip|rlt of ropresfoted fo these 
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wM^r^itoesses behsdf of Jfiroyidettce 

ab ithf/lfcst endowed of living 

ihe aaimsleiiles, taking no 
note of tho piultitudbs,^^^'^^ &r than tliose we have 
desonhod^ i^hlcB swarm in each drop of water, and 
klect an exai^p^^^ Creeping over 

the stoin which exatnihing Is a patch of delicate, 
silvery labewnrkr as It consists of a number 

of small ctthafi?®ous^^«^^ I^d aide by side, and forming 
a * gauae^Uke ihcinsta^bn/ Each cell has an aperture, 
Which is guarded by several spines. It is a snug little 
liome, and has a tenant tliht we shall presently descxibe. 
This structure is one of the moss*^coraie (Bryo«oa>— an 
extensive which e^ibits a coniparatively high 
organisation^ and plays an important paii; amongst the 
varierVpOpniation bf the ‘ gteat waters.* In the speci- 
men under notice there may be some scores of cells; | 
hut a single community often comprises many thousands. I 
Stretched over the ojiening of each cell is a membrane- 
ous covedng, towards one end of wMch there is a smalL 
valve, which opens so as to allow the owner of the 
dw(dling-Ma pelype of exquisite Btrimtijre---to pass 
forth. And now one is issuing 1 The little door Is 
thrown open, and a cylindrical body is protruded for 
some way, the anterior portion of whfch (it is a flexible 
sheath) is unrolled, as you would push out the inverted 
finger of a glove. ITrom the eiKtremity of this sheath a 
bumile of tentacles is darted out, which at length 
ex|Mds into a beautiful campan^ete flgiire ; and each 
of these tentacles or arms, which at first sight appear 
no more than simple filamehts, is found upon* close 
examination witli the microscope to be thickly clothed 
with vibratile hairs, >yhich by their Incessant strokes 
tlrive currents of water towards tlie mouth, and so 
provide for nutrition. Tlie internal organisation of 
these creaimos, as well as the mechanism of their cells, 
is wondrously complete and Curious ; and the story of 
their reproduction is a tittle romance, which it were 
pleasant to tell hpd I space at command. Their 
movements am n^t Hdyacious. They dart from their 
nells, imd fin^: awhile tlw deticate beli*4iaped crowns of 
; teiitaeles are swaying ig^^efully t»ver the silvery net- 
;i WOrh. But if tl» water he roughly agitated they vanish 
oh the uistant I down they sink ber^eath the merabrane- 
; mis, dwelUngs, the dto shut 
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Arev^ tittle- 

ihillkma aiid, we doubt not, hi|fe 

inmat^' colony bn a subnisN^ 

isli^ was a^ popuktibu : 

^ere are also other ibrims of; btyozoa* In 
kinds the cells, instead of ci^it^;, are inib l; 

plont^Uke tufts, Hem k a tittle bush ^ 
ness, rooted to a stem, which we; have tom froip^j^^ 
Mbmarine forest. It has the gcute^ aspect of a i^ht, 
but is in trhth a compemnd animai> are 

laden with tubular ceils, and instesd of flowers br fruit 
it bears polypes. A multitude of these little beings, 
each in its ' stony case, ate here organically united to 
form Olio structure, and from every portion of it they ; 
display their ciliated anna supplying at once their pWii 
wants and helping to maintain the common life. Tltesb 
plant-like bryozoa are also numerous, and their histoiy 
is as full of interest as their foims are full of beauty. 
But we can dwell no longer upon them at present. 

We turn for a moment to the microscopic vegetetion 
which in wonderful profiision and variety sprees over 
almost every object that comes beneath the lens. Wo ; 
read of the beauty of palm - groves, ^d of tropical 
iorests, draperied with pendant parasites, whose flowers, 
'bast into the most fantastic shapes, painted with gor- 
^us dyes, or tinted with ethereal delicacy, present a 
giory of colouring which only the sunset or the teinhaw 
can rlvaL But hardly less l^autifUl, and certainly not 
less wdnderfhl, is this miniature forest, which, all but 
myisible to tiio naked eye, clothes the stem of the sea- 
plant, and ipves food and shelter to many tribdi. Often.;^ 
have we paused in our search for animalcules thrbugh 
the tangled mazes of tiiose Lilliputian groves to admire 
the strange and the exquisite forms of the vegetation, 
and to marvel at tlie beauty and variety which have 
been crowded into the obscurest nooks of creation. 

The microscopic plants to wliieh we refer belohg prin- 
ciptdly to one family (BthtoworcscB.) It were impOs$ible 
in tew words to give any idea of their manifold terms- 
Here is a little tree, the prettily- variegated loaves of 
which are arrimged in ten-like clusters, lilere we have 
a number of parallelc^ains, attached one to tlie other 
by a single corner, and forming delicate chains which 
intertwine and bang in glittering masses fitem the 
weed. Some of these little chains are richly and elabo- 
rately carved, Hera is a plant, which in iihape is. a : 
simple wedge ; but the forms are endless, and styange 
enough they, many of them, are ^ thou t parallel in the 
vegetable world. Nor is colour wanting in these tiny 
terests. Vivid greens, sober browns, and delicate goldeii 
tints, give diversity to the teliage« Again 
remind the reader that the forest wliicb WOi so 
imperfectly described is to the naked 
bn the. stalk -of a sea-weedi ■ ■ : 
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hfttbig contmm fftmotal Irum the water, they* 
present nohe ef Ih^ flow^Mike appearance which 
their rojmmoA liM^mela devirod. That their beautf may 
be AiUy app«iqk.tod, tlhes^ muit bo seen dispUyhiit their 
glories hehemtu a amnmor shy, m tlio roc‘k«<pools left 
by tlie !ifaoedibg thie. Tbero they expand their ciiclets 
of brllUautty^icoloarcd arms, and through tlie clear 
watcir % attdhce of the rook appears u if studded with 
tlwS clu^st flowers. Most of tlic speoios hare the 
IhoWCf dt retrouting their tentacles Mithiu the body, 
ind jin this state would bo bttlo llk<‘Iy to ftttra<t the 
attentien of any but the naturalist. Some of them arc 
also ibniishod with glands on the surihee of the tluok 
akin wliich enveloiw them, by moans of which tiicy 
can attach to tliemselves sand, pebYdes, and biokou 
shells, and so conceal themselves from enendes. Often 
you may observe on the saiuly flooring of one of tUet.c 
rock-pools a small heap, as it seems, of such fragments 
as are plentifully soaiterod about m the neighbourhood. 
Watch it for awhile, and soon, especially if the sun 
happens to Ipok into the pnHil at the same time with 
yCurself, you may sec your little heap opening, and 
gradually several circles of delicate arms protruded 
lirCm it, scarlet, orange, or rose coloured, as the case 
may be, until at length the sea-anemone is full-blown. 
The tentacles in tfieso creaiuros are arranged in circular 
series around the mouth, which is a central opening, 
and oro the instruments by which they obtain their 
food. Tlicy are well-fitted for this puipose, as they 
can be moviul in all directions, and adhcie with much 
tenacity to any object to which they may be applied. 
Tlicy also secrete a poisonous fluid whi< h paralyses and 
disables the creatures that may come within their 
reach* Very ailnilrable instruments they are, and wo 
to the unwary crab or mollusc that shall tempt their 
fktal oipbraco 1 

One species, which is not uncommon on our coast, 
has tite power of stinging severely, and will almost 
blister the hand if touched. It is gregarious, a number 
of individuals generally clustering together, and their 
long and slender arms (whicli are not retractile), of a 
bright sea-green colour, tipped witli violet, may often 
he seen forming a lovely fringe round tlio margin of 
the rock-pools. Let uo wanderer on the shon*, what- 
ever he his errand, if ho have an eye for the beautiful, 
tiasa these same pools without notice. Tliey w ill presout 
Inm With some exquisite scenery* Their sides arc 
clothed with the red tufts of the coralline, witli tlm 
plumos of tlie roophyte, and with whole forests of 
many-coloured wood ; dark ribbon-liko fronds stream 
upward from the bottom, ornamented here and there 
with patches of the wluWat Jacework; bright na//i- 
ppr$i diyerthy tho sdriheo of the stones that lie scattered 
b 0 b)W 9 and the Sea-flowers, rivalliug In their tints tho 
Wiuties of the gardan, leave nothing to be desired in 
the way of colour. 

A very pretty anemone MdSfowirt) has come up in 
the dredge, wbieh well illustrates the vividness and 
vaitoty of eolmpring Ihr which tho members of its 
midsr generally are mmarkable. Ilio body is, tot the 
tngiipaiit, light, marked with the brightest purple spots { 
" the oral opening i and the arms 

by which^^ beautiful madrepota of 
it itim oOiul-reefii, and islands are fonnH 
" ‘1 hit to (mr own sea-auemonfei* 
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Of man, or fringinff shores which he now possesses 
with glgantle hastes, against which the ocean expends 
its friiy in vain* They wwro at work in creation befisre 
man appeared in St^ i^wporingU flnr him} end tliey arc 
how citing changes wliich he cannot suspend^ and 
the results of wliioli he may not predict. 

like the kindred anemones, those ooral-making po- 
lypes aro'‘iemarkahlo for the bnlliimey of their colours. 
A traveller, doooribing the coral-reoC tells us that 
*vivfi greens contrast with more sober brovm? and 
yellows, mingled with rich shades of purple, from jiatc 
pink to deep blue*’ A poet, too, has oetebrated the 
beauty of the ‘coral-grove,’ where * 

* With A genile and oasy motion 

The fhn-coral sweeps through the clear deep sea; 

And the yellow and scarlet tufts of ocean 
Are bending like com on the upland lea.^ 

Ilo who has tuade acquaintance with the anemone's 
of our own coast w ill readily believe in the gloriqs of 
tropical soa*i. 

Ami wliat arc thoso leathery masses that lie so 
thickly at llio bottom of tho boat ? Unsightly enough 
tliey certainly a]>pcar on slight inspection, but tho rough 
exterior covers a very delicate and perfect orgunisutioii. 
Kvamiiio one of thorn* It is a coarse, tliick bag, viilh 
two oiiHoes placed on prominoncos at one end of it It 
has no arms, no locomotive or prc'Ticnsile npp.irntus 
wiiatcvor. A most liclploss being it appears to h^ 
But if you could look uithin the sat*, jou would fnul 
that ftiU provision lias beem made for all its w*ini-s 
Beneath that rough covering are plactHl the most (h*Ii- 
cate organs, and wonderful matdiiucry continually at 
work, prociiTuig, elaborating, and distributing the 
lequiretl nutrition. Tluv being Muiigs to a class 
(Tumcat4i) wliicli H nearly related in stnicture to the 
oyster, and other iuhsbitunts of bivalve shells, (mo of 
our zoologists has likened it to an oyster tied up at the 
bottom of a leathcni bag! The thick outer (‘overmg 
takes the place in tills trilio of a shell, and defends 11 c 
soft portions of the body. Tliesc cro.ituiC‘< are nttaehul 
to stones, shells, or weed, and arc c\tu rm ly abundant 
in tlio ocean. A very inactive life they lt*id, routed to 
one spot, and shut up in their Icatlicry houses. They 
have none of the excitement attendant upon tlie pursuit 
and capture of prey to diversify the quiet monotony of 
their existence Tho water passing ircely into the 
interior of tho body through one of the apeitmoa men- 
tioned before, K'ars with it the particles which scive 
as food, and these are carried by the action of multi- 
tudiuouB cilia to the mouth, wlucli Is situated at tlx* 
lower part of the sai*. At first sight this appears a 
very extraordinary iiosition for tho mouth* But a 
little examination will shew us that it has been adoptoil 
with much wisdom for a d^flithc purpose* The .iip])er 
portion of tho bag forms a large chamber, and over 
tho membrane which linos it is siuWad a network of 
btood-Vtisscls, in whkh tho fluids are extxised to the 
aeflon of till* water, aml.tbus adratod. This chamber, 
in fhet, discharges thq rtnctlons of a lung. The surface 
of tho living mombrane is covered with cilia, which 
drive over it tinlhlHng streams of water, and so provide 
fbr on oflhctual oxygeiiisatlon of tho Mood. And these 
sasao oUla Convey rim nutritive particles to the moutli, 
which is plaoodi at the bottom of the bmathingchamlk>r. 
In this way m saving In machinery and 

power Is socUri4^adi tho mouth been placed in the 
Ust^ position, aa^wnopehlug on the surface, two sets 
of motiiMisents wovM'^have been requiawd--ano for tho 
ptiapofos Off prebem^ tlie otlicr of resphration. As 
ft fi, the yetyaeiief bm^ng |^*urcs food. Little 
can these humhft omtuves know of tlio * cores of sub- 
slsiencHii ' 




i I Ja some of (lio tmii<s<ita the outov eotolope is boa^ti^ 
fally trknapumittf md tho SntmM g^aettiw and vii^ 
/ niovc/ueo^s Oftu ie nmb'^ observed. * tifu nnijr watch 
the circulation of tho blood, t&o bsbsssmt ribradous of 
tho cilia, and tho action of the tioiiart dmijj^er is 
very familiar with tlie luambora of this class ; and many 
are the interesting fomi wltb Wdilch It snppties him. 
A large and handsome species Is now Iring in the boat, 
which somewhat resembles a mSfit of white porcelain. 
Those curious gtdatinons crusts, too(B(><ry//»s), inveatiiiqr 
ttio Stems of the sea^-woed, the suxfaco of Widen is tessel- 
lated with brilliantly-coloured stars, belong to the same 
tribe. They are compound tunicata; and the stirs— 
green, blue, red, or yellow, which glitter so brightly 
amongst tho dark foliage— are compos^ of mony indi- 
viduals, whoso bodies are immersed in the mass, and 
ranged round a common ccnti'c. A strange form of 
life this isl Wo despidr of giving any idea of the 
beauty of the large bunches of weed over whidi tlieso 
eompound animals have spread tiieir stellate commuin- 
ticH, graeoful in form, and gay in colouring. 

We have referred to the brcatliing apparatus of the 
tunicata. It is interesting to note the various methods 
by M'liicli the same function is provided for in different 
ci*xsscs. Here wc have a sea-slug iAphjtdd) alluHl in 
g(»neral stnicttire to the ravnger of our gardon^. In 
thi^ crenturo the respiratory organ consists of an 
elegant plume-shaped appendage phiced at llie top of 
the l)ody. The vxssels are distributed over this, which, 
from its position, is always bathiKl by the surrounding 
water, and the b!o<xl dmdng through them is freely 
i*\po'<ed to the influence of oxygen. Gliding about 
amongst the branehch of the weed, we meet with many 
m(Mn1x:rs of another family of molluscs (^Nadtbran- 
(hiaitu) These arc graceful creatures, ndated to the 
tenants of tho univalve shells (that is, the whelk), but 
themselves destitute of oil external defence. I'lieir 
delicately and variously -coloured bodies aro for the 
most part covered i^ith appendages, prettily br.mched^ 
and resembling miniatute trees. These little trees, which' 
wave through the water as the creature moves, are the 
brcatliing organs. In Others of the trilio these arbo- 
rescent tufts are aggn^gated at one point of the body, 
and * form a circle of exquisite beauty, and not inaptly 
comparable to a iiower in appearance and dibpositmn.’ 
Tlicbc beings, from the brilliancy and variety of their 
colourh, and the graecfuhieis of their movements, giay 
be said to take the place, in their own Bubnmriue 
groves, of -the birds that till the forusts of tho’upinjr 
air. 

'Jlic examination of these admirable provisions must 
surely impress the mind with a sense of the omasdng 
remurces of the great Maker ! And wJiat shall wc say 
of tho previdenco, the all but uuiversal presence of 
beauty? It is superaddod to almost everything in 
nature. The breathing organ of the sealing jls a gracc- 

e plume i tiic case of the animaJculo is of crystid- 
e tronspikency, and moulded into a shap on which 
the eve rests with delight ; tlm spine of the urchin is 
limed and sculptured* 

The most necessary pieces of struetW devoted to tho 
commonest functions are invested with a be4Uty which 
IS in no way osscntial to their oASit^ieku^i. * Tits %irit 
of OofJ,’ it has boon eloquently said, * woriw every- 
where alike, ooveriag all lonely ptaoos with an equal 
gloxy, using tho siunc p<meil, and outpouringtlm same 
bplendour* in tlm obsimrest nooks, and amm^ tlio 
humblest organisms, as wuH ga in tl^ itar-surewn 
spaces of heaven, and amongst the * capable, witness of 
His working.* This sup^added beauiy, which the 
student of nature meets with at ]^t iu his 
researches, is a direct tovplatitiili Of ^ divbm apiriti 
wiiick it were a miserable agbctat1<>it mtetudo fi^>m 
tiio scdcnco of nature. Xhesq truth, were 

hardly worth looking into if wo not connect 

tlicm with tJm thoughts t^hich they mcprwsa 


Here vfo must bring to a otom opir ngpes on a day's 
I dredgiztgv Uaviiig material enough fog many papers 

A ohaiw has come over Sstvomhe JBhjr since wo L 
started ipnlm morning: heavy masses of cloud have ! 
overspmd the summer skyi^ the sea is curling and 
breaking into foam, as the wipd sweeps fitfully over 
it; the submarine forests and grottos uinm adiich wo 
looked down in the morning through the dear, calm 
water arc no longer risible; gloom has settled down , 
on the distant cottage; and tiio ohoorfiil ej^cs have 
ceased in tlie neighbouring fields. A dismal bank of 
fog is, as it were, blocking up tho entrance of the Imr- 
bour, and the Bolt-Head, its rugged summit already 
shrouded in vapour, frowns a warning which wo have 
rx> indinatioii to disregard. 

COXJKT LF/ITKUS OF THE , SEVENTEENTH 
OENTURY. 

OcR readers probably remember the selections made in 
a late article from tho manuscript collection of Sir 
James Balfour. In that nnscellaneous store there aro 
m many other clcx'uments of a curious and inslnietive 
kiml that vc cannot resist the temptation to present 
some further sixccimens of them. The first ne shall 
select is a small prettily - n ritten note, eminently 
Xdeobing both in its appenrauco and its contents. It is 
from the widowed Dnelioss of Lentjx to King Jmnes 1. 
of England : — 

* Mr I umoN Loun— According to your majestys 
gracious pleasure signified unto me, I have sent a young 
man to attend yoti, aceompanyd with awidons ixrayars 
and tears that he may wax »»hi in your majestyt service, 
and in his fidelity and afibetion nuiy equal his aucestortt 
departed : so shall he find grace and fa\our in tlio c>es 
of my lord tlie Kinq ; which shall revive the dying hopes, 
and rai»e the dejected spirits of a comfortless mother. 

— Your majchtys most Immble servant, 

K.\. Lukov/ 

Tins letter lias alrc.w3y Ik'cu printed in one of the 
bmall volumes edited hy Lord llailes, of which but a 
very few copies, however, m ere eireuhiled. But in the 
same collection of manuscripts there is another appli- 
cable to the same subject, which has never, bo far as wo 
know, apiwored in print We are almost sorry to draw 
attention to it, ns it certainly is a sad contrast to the 
purity and nfibetionate beauty which seem to pervade 
tho brief appeal to royal gcueroHity. Tho documcuit 
in question commences thus — it would lx: tedious to 
give it entire:— 

‘ Tun liXnv or I-ukox- Htit Duvcakps. 

* Three thousand pounds ikt ammiu during her lift;, 

, in lieu of lOOO pound lanclo sold for her hmls debts, 
and in lieu of a jointure haveing brought 1500 pounds 
land more to the houbo of l4eiiox. 

* Such averages as are due upon tho Pat tent of sweet 
wines —via., from the date of the I'altent to thodisUvery 
iheicof to the Lord Manpiis Hamilton. 

‘The bonefl tt of thcl^atteiit of colca towards the chargo 
of manitahiing her eluldreu. 

* A sommo of money tp discharge this lialfa yearas 
expense, litlo rentes eomeing in and no benefit at all by 
these pattents. 

‘Aifct her decease 2000 poundes per annum to bo 
confirmqiJ to tlip Duke her son for 21 ycares, in lieu eyf 
theTattonts of the green wax ajtj4 sweet wines, wldoh. in 
true value are TVortij» 8500 per annum^ aiid Wcp^thqjles 
her 0taeo wiU be centanted on the teuer tsmditious to 
surrqml^r tlioro both to HU majesty/ ^ 

The reader will see in thU hoar epoily ntotrepcdias not 
^ly of tho n;odorate Ittgurios ^ 0 sweet 

wines, but of the necessarH studi as *001111, vtm die* 
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I Swii aare aurely IwpWpl thia 4ay wli«a 4 Mf Mimxr/ Sl^a oNiii^^ tfef Ibrced ii^hi^*4W «f the 

/ <»til(l uiiWiialiijairtF lai'Odttflfl! *»f « ^la^y <>» ahmia^iatie e 

^ ^tovawf® ^/i0 dtoiio iiwia^Afttioig liar efUl^t^o/ j iSbr ^ Jj®***^^ i 

Tti(*sn aioaovoU 0 » t>r i^ta^ta ireiEfe a toain ctyso of the pmaiiilhit$Mp‘^ wHcb ti^ 
dimMitont# ^ Jamea*! WBi«4, ana of the actual ccnilkst arta at to the ^ if i«» pr 0 ^^t$. 
in that Of hi* mm* tSc :fta^ l»wia'--tl*® »a®® a^ritteii 

The WkJe of tehb^t, vWow shewed hersolf aO — waa tooh coaitoff eepeoial^y with women of , 

able and aictit4« was the eon of that Esmd Stewart who high nnk^ and sapemding tlie etraxige grotesque 
htongto |Qi^ JaxnM so much disgrace as adisso- angularities prosentod hy the QoChic, when vuted 
lute lliVl^tlie* His successor liad hut a brief ei\ioy* quickly, to fUmihar correspondence. A person like 
of his honours and omotuments, since he oruy Esther XhgUa^ with great command of her pen, would, 
toU^eetW to the titie iu 1Cd4, and died on the 22d at aa epoch like Hint, bo of supreme importance, and 
jlhtly of that vent* Tim widow was the daughter of doubtless she derived great part of her fame fh>m tliq I 
fis^ase 'Lord Cll^len, who w^as committed to the Tower ndmiratiofn of her achiotements, by the ladies trying to 
tor threatening the liih of Lord Keeper Bacon, amt acquire the Italian hand. Tim mUowing is a lettaw 
aitorwards committed suicide; the duchess subsc- thmi a lady who had acquired the fhabiotiable foritopf 
^UbnUy mamod tlic Bari of Abercorn* The son for wrUing, but had evidently little of the fundamentals of 
Whom she .appealed so pathetically became Duke of education, though she was a very great personage 
Kichmond. The solicitations in his favour wore sufli- indeed— no Other tlian the duchess of tlie all-powerful 
Cieiktly efibetive ; for he liad emoluments and honours Duko of Buckingham, tlio favoUrito sm^ccsslvcly of 
hoaiMKl on liim both by James and his son. Clarenilon James and Ids son Charles. Blie^ too, writes to King 


says: * Ho was a man of very good parts, and an excel* 
lout undopstauding, yet, which is no common indniiity, 


James. Tiic subjects of her lottor, so far as they (*au 
1x3 made out, vriil bo deemed rathor curious aa occupying 


lout understanding, yet, which is no common lunnuity, 1x3 made out, wnU bo deemed rathor curious aa occupying < 
so dlMdent of h&mself that he was sometimes led by the attention of tbe modem Solomon. But tlie apidlmg 
men who Judged much worse. He was of a gn^at and is tliu moat remarkable part of it. Wo must not judge 
haughty spirfi, and so punctual in point of honour that of its nulencss by t!iat of the preaent day, hut it is fair 
he never swerved a tittle. Ho had so entire a rosigna- enough to compare it with that of Esther Inglis ; and 
tion of himself to the king, that ht* abhon’od all artidcos m doing so, to conclude that the wife of the favouiito 
to shelter lumaelf fi'om ilio prejudice of those who, before whom the greatest atatesmon of tlio duy 
how powerful soever, foiletl in their duty to Ins migcaty, trembled, Imd little Jiottor education than a chamher- 
and therefore ho was pursuod with all imaginable maid of modern tiinos : — 

malice by them, as one that would have no quarter * M vy it pleas youk Ma« — 1 hare roceved the too 
upon so inftunous tciius as but looking on while his boxcx of drid ploms and graps, and tlic boxof violalt 


master was ill-used 


cak^ and chickens, tor allwhidi I most humbly thauie 


We turn to another curious application to the same jour Matl I hope my I<opd Anan haa tould your 
quarter by a mother also plcadmg for i>atronage to her hlatl that 1 dpd moan to wene Mall very shortly. I 
son. It is much longer than the Duchess of Lenox’s, wood not by any means a don it till 1 liad torxt mad your 
and veiy dilforout in cliaraoter. In appearance it i« Muu lu'qufuited with it, and by reason my cuzeu Bet's 
noaiur than the hueet priutiug, being in Ibmimi Icttci«, boy has binn 111 of latt, tor tore sbe^ should grecne au<l 
with tou3r hairbtrokes than piinting*jnk or types can spyde her niylke, maks mo very desirous to w one her, 
down, Ixiing only equalled in fincnefis by cop]Ki- and T thinko sheisottld enouto, and I hope will endure 
plate printing. We give it exactly as it is spelt, tor a her weniug xery urell, tor 1 thinko there was ne\er 
purpose that will presently appear: — child card Ics for the brest than slue dos, so 1 do 

‘Most Miohtie Monarchb— D arre I presumo upon entend to make trial this night how she will endure it 
ilf honnor and cixaUt that 1 h<tye had at divers tvnios this day. Braying tor your JVlatWicalth and long hfe, I 


to speako your lioyal Majestd, and hatli ever tonnd humbly take my leve. 
your bigimes favour, a ml upon the gratios accepting of servant, 
a litla work by this youth given to your llighnes at lu the same coUecti< 
Strivcltng, culled AWvs Cale^tCy as to make humble conditioned seniwls, writ 


humbly take my leve. — Your Man must hiimlHiil 
servant, K. Bucuikojxam.’ 

lu the same coUectiou there nro a quantity of ill- 
conditioned scniwls, writltn by one who was evidently 


suite tor this one and last thing to this my only aonne, pertoi*tly at ilia ease, and c.ircd not what sort of puptr 
who, having passed Ids course two ycures ago, would ho used or bow he wiotc — full of blots, interlint«vtion*s 
^adito toUdiw thcok^e, if it shall please God. Yet us and all manner of litcniry patchwork. Theao are letters 
Dodaluft was not hable to fHe himaclf of his impuson- by the great Duko of Buekingliam himself to his pati-ou 
meat in the lUo t3a*la but by the help of wings mead the king, wjio had endowed him— a toolisli, headstrong, 
of jMUiues told wax: even so my aoune is not able to insolent youth— with the principal oflloes of the realm, 
totobirnsHfoofScdmbiUtictoeifecmat iMshisulIlH^^ not excepting that of lom high admiral In those 
but l:»y the wings of your Mad®* letter, composed by letters, full of toilsome fomiUWty, and furmtog^ indeed 
pen ttud Wftxe, throuoh the which he may have his an unsavoury speolmon.^ tbe manners iMf the times, 
tol^tbappHle to sum tollowsliip either in Cambridge Buckingham sigus hlmsilf * fiairie.' TliU is the Soot- 
pr 09^4 as occasloun shall fall out ; whemfore, gra- tish vemacul*ir tomiliae tor Btephon, and it appears that 
tlbcMl t&Dif lott your umSt humble handmaid find this it was a name given Ify the monarch to Ids favourite on 


last ilsrour in your sight to direct one of this noble account of his resomblian^ to tlio apostle’s rcpn»senta- 
hm W 7<»^f to signifle your hlghnes will and comnuind tion in u picture. Wh shadl give a short specimen of 
imto ytW temtaric, that when this jmy soime shall tliis corrasPemlfhwib, nottakihg the trouble of copying 
nutlfle toato him of any toUewshIp, he may rscavo the speQing ptoelsdy, us wo did Hint of the diioliCi»s. 
'Without htoderanoo your Mgj^ties letter in the 'Jfhe fMfst win doubtitoui netlco the bold dealing with 
strictest Wmueaev |VW tlto whiob X hare my tossed importomt uitolrs of statoi knd the inaolently-tomiliar 
mynd rekierhd bf the great oair X here perpetomllie tor conclusion. 4*^® letter appears to have bwn written at 
tills saMjrof^ M to 0uyt us wtll liStmr coese to the time when jtoiiiamnt began to attack the duke, 
beseech Qba to IM Majesties pn t)^ rettirh tof Cbaktoe It his romantic expedi- 

with mat^ mmgp yeeres to r^e tiou to BugltimilMr the projector H tlm 

gia’®*7 wat kswma suMeeu < Jmrmen ivetfa.’ lammenos that it Here is the letter, 

tejiwixiwtatel u oarf uf »m «h« dukes 
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you 90 9<M I a i^t^r U, tl^t there is a jeeloiiiy 
raised In the lower tionse^ lu>w yet the two treai^ 
are not absolttiely beoken o£ Tho Prince, Hamilton, 
Pembroke^ liMcasjktt*, and 

^oar dis|iaeoli to the l^ur of *jG^ein, thinks jf that was 
shewed to them it would fhjly ooni^nt them. We all 
likewise think there is nothing hr it hut what they may 
well see ; and because on Tuesday they past the mils of 
subsidy, I think it will not bo amiss to po read lo them, 
which, if your majesty like and allow of, I will call for 
it of the sec^retary, and to-morrow morning iTead it to] 
them. So craving your blessing, I kiss your dirty 
and end your majesty’s most humble slavi and 
dog, ^ SriNiifi.’ 

The fate of this vain coxcomb, whoso power beca&io 
almost unlimited throughout Britain, is well kiman: 
ho was stabbed at Portsmouth while prep^iring to set 
ont at the head of mi eirpeditioii to raise the siege of 
ilocIieUe. 31)e assassin was an insane lieutenant named 
Felton, who hod served under lunt, and had been dis- 
appointed in his ho|»o of being raised to the rank of 
captain. He dropped his liat while committing the 
muider, with a paper in it, shewing the direction of 
his Insane malice. This pai)er was, by the way, in the 
])ossebflion of on autograpli collector with whom we 
wore acuuaintod, and formed the glory of his eoUoc- 
tion. 

An assassination is always abhorrent to EngUbh 
feeling; and little us Ihe duke was liked,. either by the 
aristocracy or the middle clasBeg, Ids death created a 
Xirofound sensation. The ooUoctiou of manuscripts of 
wdiicli wo have been making use shews, however, that at 
least one man hud a perverted enough taste to attempt to 
cunimemoratc the event in exulting pot’try. We wonder 
iiow any one in that ago dared to preserve such a pro- 
duction. The self-esteem of autUorsldp might tempt a 
nniii to write' it, but tliore is nothing in its merits to 
induce a collector to brave any danger for its prew'rva- 
tioin The commeuceraent will bo qtaito enough to 
satisfy the reader of its quality. 

* A.% lAi OUHACiLMt NT TO ¥» NOOLB LtnUllUtANT WKOg Sr.AWE 

lb OUkAT DUNK FOR RRDRMmON OF IIIS COUMlHU. 

* lininortal man of glurie whose brave hand 
Hath ouoo began to disciichaunt oiir land 

Troni inagiqtie thialldonuae. One proud man did niato 
The nobles, gentles, cominons, of the state, 

Strook place and warre at pleasure, hurles dovm dll 
'i'hat to his idol! greatness would not fall 
Witii gioielling adoration. Socied leiit 
Of Ihittan, Saxon, Norman, Piiuces spent,’ kc, 

Tlie allusions to Spain in counoctiou with the Duke 
of BuckingJiam and Prince Chuzlvs naturally lead us 
lo a volume of Sir Juince Balfour’s Collection, wdiidi 
may bo found to throw light on some mysterious 
intrigues of King James befbre he ascon^led the throne 
of England* The documents appear to justify a pretty 
prevalent suspicion, that he wag endeavouring to secure 
the assistance of the Itoman CathoUo courts to aid him 
in ascending ihe English throUe shotdd it turn out that 
Qttoeo Klisabetli incUcUted aoothelr successor, or that iiii 
any utlicr way he might bO likely to lose tiio supimrt of 
the I’rotestants. Lord Semple, who hatl liv^ for a 
considerable time in Spain, appears to Itavo been the 
moving^ spring of these tntn^es. His letters are 
extremely curious, and we wouTd Say fh>m their ipeli* 
ing timt they show the writer to have ibrgoi^ his 
native language, and become Imbued with Spanish 
We shall conclude tins arUole witit the oommencexnept 
of one of them, given exaotiy aa it is spelt :t* 

« It vill pics sour Mommle ya^oftir^^ amnal fair I 
conferrit vjtli ye crunal [oMel] lay for ti^l 
of y« King of Spains xnonlng touartls SSour mageatfa 
titill to ys crune of luolsnd qiua memalit not fatiU yat 
in sp ve^ti Cwelgfaty] n mater sour ma itadog gof mo 

...... v >^ t- - -I* 
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ooiaiiilwe nor ▼ormtod Sn na «ort Attainyi* he hoe 
gotin illtiirtwiwu to iwor nui(p)eti and ytit 
u no BUm hir knauia of it uif^ ane of to onniniU quha 
ja bi$ grit fl’ind/ 

THE FHBNCH ON INDUSTRIAL TRAINING. 

Tnn number for June lost of that ominent periodical, 
the ‘Revuo des Deux Mpndos,’ praents us with an 
interealing article, from the pen of M* Audiganne, de- 
voted to VJCnmynmentJwfustriel^ which tlm mjthor uses 
as a translation of our expression, * industrial training.’ 
Wo have repeatedly had occasion to comment on Una 
inipurtant subject ; but pit'paratory to some notice of 
the Frentdi views, w'c shall state briefly wliat wc uncler- 
f^aud by industrial training as practised in tills country. 
Wiien the s> sti m of Schools was established, 

some gontloinon who hml devoted Ihoir attention to 
practical wononucs, while they admitted that much 
good would J)c accomplished by thorn, qitcstioned hqw 
Ikr tlie system could bo safely cariied. They Ibared 
that there was u point at which wo must stop in aflbrd- 
ing immediate homes to nil children left destitute by 
th(‘ir parents, especially if tiie establishments in which 
they were received merely gave them temporary occu- 
pation. without raising their capabilities or fitting tliem 
lor Bcll-support. Tu fa(‘t, carri<‘d to a certain extent, it 
might hold out temptations to panmts who otherwise 
might }»rovido for tlieir ofl'simng, to leave them to the 
always inferior rcsourct* of pulilio charity. It was f(*li, 
hOvt*ver, tiuit witlun the j^rtial sphere which tlay 
ns yet wimpy theie wa» mi element capable of Ix'ing 
iutrofluced in these cstablislmients which could not fad 
grtMtly tu improve their usefulness, and make thcju 
cficctive for the peiiiuiiient rcfomuitlon of at least a 
I»ortion of society— this was the system of iudiistrial 
training. Now, to perceive the clucacy of this prin- 
ciple, observe that from their very couimcneena iit 
industry was assocuted with these institutions. U'he 
poor wanderers who nxjeived food tuul instruction in 
them were to bo oeeuincd in work : but in what work ? 
Naturally in that most cheaply and easily suppliiMj, 
and therefore, though this might not ho obvious to Uio 
benevolent founders of the systi'in, least valuable. 
Thu xiupils wfTo to pick down old roi)e» into tow or 
oakum; to sort hair and wool; to nuike units, and 
nets, and the like. They wore thus kept outof mlh- 
cluef for the imio being, but were not pernnineutly 
redeimied from pauperism. The occupatious wo ba\tt 
menfioued are ^ pauper employments, next door to 
utter idleness, and incominstent for 6oIf-sui>port. Tliey 
tended, then, to place the managers oi‘ tlze Bagged Schools 
iu this dilemma— tliat after rU their ulTorts they did 
little to raise the class for whojn they so zi‘alously 
laboured. 

When we ask how tliese poor outcasts have become 
what they are, we find that their parents, iierhapa 
their ancestors for generations, have descend^ from 
tlm x>roductive or res}>octable classes to tlui unproduc- 
tivo or predatory. The waifs of sotdety, even When 
Uiey work, do not prodvico. Be it through thimblF- 
riggiug, pocket-picking, or begging, they live by the 
trsDsferenco to themselvus of what others produde^uot 
by producing. It appeared, then, that if tlie cliUdn>u 
of mse classes— so many of tliem at least as filled the 
Bagged Sclioole— oQutU be brought from the unproduc- 
tive class in which tliey were born into the respective 
uud productive rank, there would bo a clear gain to 
society* ^ This was the principle on which training 
in skUlS iabour^in the occupation of tim taifaxr„ 
the shoemaker, the earpehter, and the smltsh^wai 
applied to tlie Haggod Schools, which Mlfe faSon 
dnSdly hhuatgiug their name to lAdugtxial Stikool)i» 
The Ftenfih writer admits the goMiw e«id 
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IVom nud thikt imy 

in iti but thAt it 1m V^i Mrit of ,tHe 

iutotrUl Ayaim (Xto r<%liae iioa' uw 

IMjia |ii«tta^Uii>blO« I4i otit&qu^ iSbMiouuquo y |x>ur#Ait 
rolevor dot fiAk rnfln doit a cos 

df oloa UjpiAibnite «|MiiOntiot^ tm large dc rcuaoigue- 
mcnt jiud^UidtO ^ 

The fiinlbor Juitiy attrfbuteo tike merit of commeneiug 
tUo ayalgm to tlu» tfniced ^[nduatrial School of l^ln* 
irheroilt i» ft till ampug the beat inaauged 
(jyUuHid tiidtifttrielle ]^k» d'Kdmbourg, uno do ccllca ' 
Ob IHtftigtkemciit pratlqao eat le mieux oxganisd, d.cO 
Jo thie cfttabllfthment it has not only been found that 
tadt» after they ore t)iero for from two to tlirce ycarftf 
readily taken by tnidcamcn who give them good 
wogoa, and are tlma fairly atartod in an Indopende^t 
oareet in lifb ; but tho training liaa iKwn very uaeftil to 
the diftcipline of ilic efttablifthmcnt in giving an objoc^t 
aui^ient to occupy the miuda of a sot of creatures 
whoso way of life has prematurely <>txuitod tlicir onergios 
ami cApacitieft. 

Kothing^ however, could exhibit better the contrast 
botwoen tlko practical habita of the two nations than 
the Frenchman’s oommeutary on this interesting, hut 
in itself purely local and iimitefl experiment. In 
Vnuioe ho would not have it confined to tho o]>eratiou 
of |>rlvato henevolenoo, bat would connect it with the 
national ocononiy, and haro a vubt system r>f industrUl 
training (au hou d’appartenir au domoino de la bien- 
'fnlsance, left <fcoloB iudustriellei devicnn(>nt cii Franco 
une^ Institution c^conoraique.) 'J'lius in this quiet prac- 
tical country, a few gontlcnien go down a dark close, | 
and get a mw carpeuters, tailor^ shoemakers, de. to | 
touch tlicir triules to a sot of charity children, carcfhlly | 
watching the progress of Ute operation lest it turn out | 
to ho a*faUacy in their hands. But no sooner dues the i 
brilliant and tlicorishig FreOchmait Si^e its advantages 
than ho must forthwith find it a grand iustrument fur 
nutloiukl regeneration. Wo nivd not speculate for pur 
neighhours— they do that abundantly for thenistdvcs ; 
blit for this country, inucli good as wo can see in ! 
tho system of industrial training, we liold that it is I 
advantageous mily within limits. It Is a good rule ' 
hae ut least never to do for the people iudiyldually 
what they can do and may be brought to do ibr them- 
selves. Independent self-support is the bone and 
muscle of this great country*s greatness. AUs for our 
fate if thefts were not a hundred ehildivn started m life 
through tlie cilbrts of their parents fbr cveiy one tliat 
is brought up nud providiHl for by charitaiilc or other 
public mstltutionSl If we were to tram up tlie tlul- 
dren of all our working-classes In trades acc^ordiiig to 
government regulations and with national funds, they 
would soon ceaso to bo that great working class which 
Hhgy now are. 

The article on wrhich we hove been commenting is 
extremely Interesting, as Conialuing a gencrHl view of 
what has been done by govenunonts for the fttrthorancc 
of Industry in ’Various parts of the world. Scimols of 
deridUf Uttd those ostAbUrimieuts which, by touching^ 
lontmsy libraries, ekiniritions, or tho like, give tho 
jSriisan the means of improving himself, azv, w e believe, 
un^u^onably advantaemoos* But the accytmts of tho 
Vurav of jAirthsr interibronoe and official regulation are 
110^ Mr Mmdsing* lu X’msria the certificate of 
emmiy wkM a imison, a jdkier, a irWwrlght, Ac. 

Uot bring him nearly up to the level Of 
the same, vM Of workman In this country. The 
anihop »h«u« jtihfl it il In laz/i iaeapah^ Italy that 
moet Is done m &r the Mkman* We 

wviader at aU al^ost^is doits 

In Holhiao, ellil indiistryk a nation more 

mtoiriout a^VhcJei than par own, rifice 

Pul we think the ant^ 


8Ugaesta<-^that govomment intottontion to inculcate 
ikMustty it almoiMM in a coufitiy where every house* 


hold it an SSuitrial school. We foar it is not in the 
power of stfdwaen to supply the want of such a cha- 
racteristic hf ^vernment atnungemonta 


UNB3 ADD!il3S&En TO A MINIATUllE, 

Dl A LADY. 

Tflou knouroit not* thou faithful miniature, 

Tho Btrkuge delight thV linsa to me afford— 

Thy mimm ftatnras* with their placid rnicn, 


Thy mimic ftatnras* with their placid rnicn, 
Cosm and unmevod, unconscious of my eye! 

I/m I may gaae and dream, and foar no blame ; 
This I may love and prize unseen— alone. 


This I may fcve and prize unseen— alone. 

How nobly truth and itmoosnee combined 
Sit on that brow, and dwell Within those eyes I 
Ilow sweetly on those closed and mi^ly Hps 
FirmneKi and love together hold thoiFsway ! 

Thy foim I see, with strength and courage braced, 
Thy glance with all its native energy! 

In vain t nirt, X know* approved, and loved 
Him whoso most truthful likeness thou dost hear ; 
In vain 1 watched hU eye, forSsiaUed his wish, 
IVelcomed his presenoe, and his absence mourned ; 
1 learned his flame-- 1 smoothed his path to joy; 
My fate was scaled — his love was not for me 1 

And there is one who drinks from those fond lipi ^ 
Words of delight and acoeiits of deyp love; 

Who reads entranced his soups impaisioncd rou ? 
From those deep, earnest, and most loving cych; 

( hi whom his every thought, his every wisli 
Is fixed* aod chill or change shall never know, 

And bo it sot worthy are ye of bliss ! 

May Heaven its choicest blessings iVeely pour, 
Strew all your earthly path with fragrant ftowem, 
And lead to realms of everlasting day! 

My heart is rent, my inmost spirit sealed, 

But player and silence shall alone bo mlno. 


* TUB' LADIES* UtlLI>.* 

As a pendant to the article on this Association in our ]»^t 
Number, wo ore now enabled to mention that the Ouihl 
is not inteiidstl to be confined to Miss Wallace’s mient. 
It will likowiH provide an economical but genteel home 
for lady-artists, wood-sngravers, fancy-workers, &r. who 
in the sole of their productions will enjoy the advantage 
of the commercial arrangements of the (juild. 1 his ex- 
iotisioD of the plan odds gieatly to the iiuportarice of the 
institution, and lustifiei the promoters in inviting sueh 
persons as will be satisfiod, fin the snke of the benevolent 
object, with 3 per cent, interest to assist in forming the 
small capital required by Inking X4.5 shares. 

% ULUAU FKSilVtnpS. 

It is indeed a ftinry business when the Britiaii pooplo 
has it in mind to be ftstivin ^ As though bewildered at 
the very thought of tWririy*ft«r hours’ absolution, ftoui 
toil, the aiiisati betake# kidiself ie strongest beet to 
nerve his fiame for the sputrast^ qod InepScs fumes of 
blackest Wbaeco to dim hi# petcepiion as to the diffi* 
oulties of hii ivoritibn; akid to this beclouded and ftenried 
condition of theit supportoiv do the caterers of holiday 
amusement addM iVeiuielves. In no country in the 
world is so little ari employed, so lUUe invention exerted, 
each ohstkiats attachment to worn-out routine^ as among 
our AU is coirstt, supremely silly, or simply 

dlsgtmm|. There it no genuine mirth, no healthy expan- 
sion of the spirits^ hm mid low debauchery aie its sub* 
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TTIRKE PKENCII RIVERS. 
ScoTHATAiT-LiKi:, I liRvo olways Jiwl A flort of mystic 
rcvoronce for c(*U»lirfttcd pieces of wnfccr* whether rivers, 
lakc‘S, of seas. It is one of the features of the national 
eihu'noter to poetise and eymholisc the abstract ideas of 
our favourite streams. In this respect the Scot is like 
tlic (ticek— he breathes life and individiuility into the 
fi'itnros of nature. If be do not create lixT-godi*, 
faahioiiiiii? their dromuy forms, and ellisellin^? their 
never-exhausted urns, he fetill entertains a dim, >et 
thoroiighly^poetie idea of, so to speak, the freniient 
individuality of his favourite &tream. lie collects its 
natural attribuWs, whether sternly mojpiifleent or softly 
bofiiil iful, and with them he endou s a mystic, symbolic 
jiersonajpN whoso sworn and eiiivalrons defemler he 
bceotnes. *Scott uell knew the tendency, and has fro- 
(|uently alluded to it, ‘That’s the Forth,* 8ays> the 

H. ulie, uith that air of reverence whieh I have obhcrvisl 
the Seoteli usually pay to their distin^^uished liveis, 
Sir Waller himself, who umtle the Spirit of the B'looil 
hpeak w itli the Spirit Of the Fell, would assuredly have 
done valiant battle for any stream hctaecn the (’lawiots 
aiul Cape Wrath; but ho would have died the death in 
honour of hij? wcll-lovciI 'Pweed. The Phiglit'h lia\e 
little of this feeling. A few of the iioote ~ Milton and 
ro])e, for examine — ^Iiavi* iiidivhiualised and doiflod the 
slow-xno^ ing watm s of the south ; bat their writings in 
this re**i>ect were hut tlie refl(*x of classicism. They 
CcilKxl up a«ain nauuls and watei-g<Kls ; hut the visions 
ucre felt to he mere cold po(*tical cdiicv its —not liearty, 
nut ionall) -stamped imputes, ^oivie jeara ago I re- 
member asking a working-iuan upon Leeds Bridge tho 
lutne of tlie slow stream bcniMtli. 

* Why, it's the roevv*r,* was the reply. 

‘Yes } hut don’t you eaUit by any iiameln particular?* 

‘Not as I evm hceard oil anyway, it ain't no 
hiishiess of pioiii I ’ 

You would never ijml such thoroughly-stupid boor- 
inm north of tho Carter FoU. Not a shock-headed 
]oon who dabbles in a moorland buro hut would tell 
you, at all ovepts, tlie local name of the running 
water; not ft douce, grave burgher, loitoring at Curfew 

I. inn on tho gray, old brig, heiicath which pours, with 
old and well-timed melody, tho fhlness of ttio airoom 
U'sido which he was born, but would expatiate by i^o 
hour on its bcautios and its merits ; thO wildheso of 
its * spool R,’ and tho crystal purity of its pools; with ft 
passing legend, perhnps, of jaomo anc%mt ford, or g. 
smiling hut respectful reforoiioo the Mpith who oncO 
vonmkl down in the darksmUft wators of tlm deep 
suirliiig holes, hut who hast agoS jttgO extinguished jbr 
ever ‘ bis candle of death ami of dool,* 


Smitten, then, with this national ipstiiiet of reverence 
for rivers, 1 paid, during a recent ramble in Fiance, 
some attention to the charac toristies of its three great 
rivers — the Loire, the Garonne, and tho Rhone— each 
of which has its own iiidividnalily, and boasts its owu 
attributes. Tlu‘ French are unlucky in the navigable 
qualities of thi‘ir great rivers. The Seine, tliough com- 
paratively a small stream, is perhaps the best litted to 
Iks a means of transjiort ; but the genius of the (‘oiintry, 
uhich shrinks, cat-like, from uatcr, has prexented any 
1 ‘cally efficient alleinpis from being made to overcome 
the natural obstruct ions to the passage of boats along 
the vast courses of the other streams, Tho Loire is a 
dc(‘eiiftil river, ('aim, and gentle, and softly flowing*- 
suirliiig oil in pUasaut streams and smoothly -mo^ inn 
reaches, amid its green nieadous, and clustered 'vine- 
yards, and stretching corn-fields, it can nevertheless 
come roaring doa ii from bank to brao with all tho lury 
, of a Grampian torrent. Its eoiU'sc is strangely*' tor- 
tuous : rising ill the wild regiems of tiio Auvergne, 
amid the extinct volcanoes of that rcnuirkablo trai't, 
and as far south as tho country of the olive and the 
mulberry, it sweeps through entire ei'ntral France, 
mirroring many an aiKMoiit town and laving many a 
historic chateau (‘re it flows by Nantes. The Loire, 
except in particular spots, is not a pretty river. Tho 
bed is two or three times the 'width of the actual average 
8tn‘am, leaving v.ist expanses of shingle and stmd, and 
' low marshy ishiuds, through which the scanty stream, 
divided sonietimes into a dozen dribbling branches, 
lakes its winding way. The main current is scldoni 
above from four to six fct‘t in depth, and its tnirk 
changes, witli a curious perversity, f5rom side to side of 
the bod, sUiffciug and w iiiding liotwocn islet and Hand- 
bank, sometimes overflowed, and sometimes left dry 
and whitening in the sun. But tho Loire, in flood, is 
not to 1)0 trifled with. The general line of tlie country 
through which it passes U low, the valley beUlg wide 
and shaUow, and the adjacent hnuffh rich and fiat. At 
intervals, therefore, hiig<* dikes or dams Uavo been 
construetwl. ,The work was begun as early ns tho 
Valois kings; but tho /rr<*es, as they am eSUed, are 
continually liejog broken into ; and all alon^ tho river, 
from Roanne in the central soutli, you see ui>on bridges 
and liouso-walls a decply-cut orrow-liead, marked '‘rae 
*ik 1846— tho memorial of a dotxl which, from (Jri<NfU!ut 
dowiiwards,^lai4 the valley of the Loire under water. 

I A voyage up tho Loire in one of tho sailin|;wb«ryrs 
wliloli manage to uavl^pito it would bo au exofttapt 
expedition w a traveller fbnd of taking hie ttaho Ph thf 
way. Those great always sail Ir fieetti 
to^each «yth6r. They aro me 

huge mast, upon widch is mm w vety 
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vhlto cattvns--onIy odapM, to be ^Isplliyed 

the wind is r4^t hstem. K the westerly 1e!eoi!e 
be stroniHt the MtuiidbHHi niakes ccnoiAmtiTdy deodut 
way, except ta the mve rapid itreoms, m aecotidiiig 
which it ia athuikg to tratch their stragglee. 14ow, 
i^>e!ttt#pe, a gust of wind, which niakefl all the 

Ecng rows m noUUer^like poulars in the neighbour- 
hood buttht each other luetiiv, 'awocps angrily over 
the Ihlfded our^t; the big sails swell and suigc; the 
long aiudi th^ but woll^stayed most bonds and q^ui-^ 
VeW) ftW up ^6gb tbo fleet gallantly, flinging the water 
Ibm th#r fiugo square booms. In a moment, how- 
ever^ tlie force of the gust lulls $ the masts strdjghten 
fVom the strain ; and the upward motion of tho squa- 
dlon comes to a gentlo 6t(»p. Hometimes I iiavo 
watdhod a fleet momnlcss for ton minutes in a rnplkl 
stream ; the force of the current just counterbalanced 
by the strength of tho wind — tho boats sometimes gain- 
ing a foot or two, at others losing as much— aud hours 
j^rhaps consumed in the ascent of a Ibw hundred yards. 
Wo appearance of these largo squadrons in the more 
softly -flowing roaches of the river is very beautiful. 
You watch them threading the channels between the 
iabyrintliino wooded islets, tho white sails glancing 
amid the trees, and then pi*rhap8 emerging into a broad 
shallow bond, following fbom bank to bank tho devious 
channel. 

It IS between BloJs and Angers that tlio Loire at- 
tains Sts most porfeet beauty. There Jt^ranco is really 
* la belle.* There tho fairest landw^apos of tho king- 
dom— combimng tho fhiisluiesB of the nortli with tlie 
riclmess of the south— spread gloriously along ilie nver 
banks. Tho corn grows nchly ba in the Beaueo j the 
apple, luxuriantly as in Nuimiundy ; the maue, yellow as 
in tho hottest Byronnean valley ; the grape, luxuriant 
os in the sunny terraces of the Hhonu; and tlieic, too, 
tho most picturesque scenes of mediaeval Franco. 
The valois kings loved the l^oirc, and studded Touramc 
with their chkteanx. It was flora tho castle ot* Blois 
—the Windsor of Krauoe— tluU tho daik power of the 
HediGl family radiated. It was at Chainbord— the 
flaest spe<’lmeu of the antique diiticau between the 
Nortli Sea and the Mediterranean— that tlie casy-gomg 
Francis I. caroused ; and yon may stiU sec Uic moul- 
dering stones of TleSsis-ks-Tours, where Louis XI. 
dott^ with Oliver 1^ Mauvaia, and gosslppcd with 
Ttotau rHerraite. Here, again, at Ohmon— a para- 
dise of vines, and groves, and softly-flowing waters— 
tfoaa of Ate broke lu on tlio easy revelry ol the seventh 
Charles. Diana of Poitiers is for ever associated with 
the haUs where her emblematic creBC<mt still glith rs 
And this, too, was tho country fif the gentle Agnes 
Boirol* Again, what a glorious bciul-roil of ancient 
' towns stud this delicious land. Blois, in all it^ 
medissval picturesquoness ; Tours, redolent of liouis 
XC, and ills Scottish archer-guard ; Aniboisc, a model 
of the toWh called into eadstence by the feudal fortress ; 
flaumur, gp/old Protestant stronghold; Augurs, flora 
whonao (dim pur own Plantagenet kings—- more 
antique-looking than even Blois; aud Nantes, tho 
tltriving capital of Brittany, 

Tam to tho Oarounc, and we leave tQX such deopiy- 
liistonoal associations bohind us, The great 
river qif uasoony rolls a fapld poarsoup-coloured flooil 
a course curiously destitute of ^nerol Interest, 
OttKW pcrlnms such as may he dorivwd high up in its 
0(mm A^Mh BecoUections of the Alblgenses, and in 
Mlsfe modem day* Aom tho strugide at Toulouse 
tkeen WelUngton end Boidt la the Ida^ wat^ 
by the <krmme, h^werevi the ^ gai s<doooe' originaied. 
Langufldoc and sent flirth the flrst of the 

mlnstmls add touguc in wliich the 

jmt hit tiwtted 1m mm waodormg gentle^ 
SsrittOA iHill mm ^ the commoA patoM 
jdm gcMkirf wWoh BlondeU was e ^ 
flHpna apt yei ^ test of the ivoxtha^vr 

' ,ri:) ; vi : \gafetea 

dours’^^^^ooe jlasmin, a barber, and a man of high poetic 
abiiitie$--^y0t dwells at Agon, ou tlic Garonne, and yet 
sings ditties similar in spirit to those which Cmur-de^ 
Lion proposed to chant— ‘in oc or in oui'— to tho 
holy mark of Copmanhurst : when that revercitd per- 
sonage indlgnimtly proflsmd a good old Knghsh ballad 
to aU tile *ooi and ouis of France/ 

There is little traffic on tho Garonne, with the excep- 
tion of tho reaches above Bordeaux, up and down 
which boats laden with country produetjons for tho 
city’s usd ply incessantly. It is a sight, early on .m 
autumnal moruing, to seo theso arks, laticn to the 
water’s edge with piled-up masses of grapes, plums, 
and melons, disembarking their contents uIkiyo Die 
great stone-bridge Bordeaux. TJio oir is sickly with 
tho fragrance, and the shore an absolute (hsos of 
massed and heaped-up lusciatts milt. Tho valley of 
the Goronno, however, witli all its actual riches, looks 
poor and bleak. The river often winds between l>aro 
chalk cUffk, pouring a yellow, muddy flood ftom side to 
side of its plied a^ imilt-up banks ; the villas arc 
dead and dn'ary-looklng places mouldering and orum- 
blmg to decay ; but llic populousness of the country 

IS shewn in the vast number of wire BUspension-bridgt^B 
which span tho stream. At a distouce these struc turos 
look very cummauding ; but a closo insiK^ctioii hhew s 
how weakly and ht»w coarsely tlicy are built. I'hc 
diligences crawl cautiously along them, amid such a 
storm of cruckmg and creaking, that I was oitonwell 
pleased when we turned our l^cks upcm the iiver. It 

18 far up the stream, howover— about the loots ot ttic 
PjrrenccH — that the Garonno shews its best points. At ! 
Bordeaux it is half water and half yellow mud, but' still 
flowmg with a strong and sweeping current, lliglu r 
up towards Agcn and Toulouse, it is a dull droiuly 
stream— often in tho summer-time leaving great cv- 
wises of sliingle bare, and broken here and tlioio into 
flitile rapids by the projection of shelves of rock anoss 
tho bed. But issuing fironi tho boxwood-cosorcnl goig« s 
of the J’yrcnoos, tho Garonne is a glorious Alpine 
stream, plunging on its way in foaming, wlurling 
cdrlies, amid masses of disjointed rocks, swirling lound 
and round in clear, deep, rippling pools, or bickcimg 
over the slimy shioglo with a gay, iKipplitig sound- 
pleasant green kstu/fht Upon the banks, and gow.tn- 
coverod knolls, Oxid many a ragged mountain - uKhm 
* paidhng in the bum/ 

Bo far as volume bf water goes, the Bhone is lui- 
doulitedty tiio queen of Fn*tieh riverh 1'he bemo goes 
sleepingly and drcamingly along , the Loire, whiii not 
in flood, muriuuiH muvuall> irom island to island, ami 
steals tranquilh by the shingle v lutemng in tlid sun ; 
tho Garonoei by the time tributains ban* conn itid 
it into a llrst-class mtr, is only rapid and fteixe at 
curtain points; but tlie Hhoiie tliroughout its (Ouihc, 
flmm Genova to tUo muddy Delta in winch it loses 
Itself and ooa^ into the Mediterranean, h a wild, tur- 
bulent, headlong nveH di'iving down in breatldoss 
haste and majestic iorce towanls the st^a The stream 
is therefore hold in very great awe by the dwdlern on 
its shores. A sudden molting of the snow upon Uio 
Swiss hills is a mattet of very serious import to tho 
bank towns, Aom Arles upwards; and 1 have been 
more tlian once struck by the anxious faces watching 
the mighty rush of the impetuous fldod when tho river i . 
was cmsidcrably higher than its ordinary level. The 
Bheno alone of the French streams still boasts a fbw 
bridges of boats upon tho common German plan. 
There are other andent stniciuros of ston^ tho shoot- 
ing of which^iairticularly of one at Pout Bt Esprit— 
was a fluat In tlie days of old. It was on tho Ilhone at 
Place close to the celebrated Hermitage 
wincyarda^that the flrst French suspension- bridge 
omhm ; and rintie then they iiavo multiplied 
general, however, tiie same ttbnsy, un- 
^idshed^ioQking struoi^uijes so common on the Garonne. 
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Ab may be (TuesBed, the Khono bIiowb little fkroue to 
barge navigators. It is a capital stream to float a 
Ycsficl down with; but r^vocatc is the di0culty. 

Mauy barges are despatched ftoui Lwas and tJie Idgher 
towns towards Avignon and the Delta, laden* with mer- 
chtuidisc, vrhiclt is di6enibatkc<l at Its destination, and 
the boat— a rude, Ul-put-together adSUlv-broken up lor 
llrcwood. This iS generally the Case with the coal- 
bargis floated down ftom the moping country Mow 
L}oij 8. Other vessels, liowevt*r, achieve the upward, 
passage ; but their number is fast diminfshing, as 
steam is making its way upon the river. 'The Xihono 
barges, Uko tliobc of the Loire, sail in fleets, but fievor 
make use of canvas. A whole troop of traek-cavaliy 
tugs eac'h lumbering st^ttorlron. Three or four barges, 
fastened to each other, are often dragged by thirty or 
forty horses, scrambling on the banks, plunging into 
the water, often dragged oflT tlieir legs as the desperate 
Hidies and flows of current wrench round tlie boats 
with irresistible force* The voyage of an amphibious 
caravan of this sort, from Beancaire to L>ous, used 
fiequontly to occupy ftom six wwks to two months, 
and tlie squadron was lucky which made the passagt* 
without the loss of two or tbn>e of its horses. Tlic 
Li hour the^c poor lavists undergo sobn breaks them up, 
(won if they csi'api’i Mng drag^l into the river and 
(IrowiH'd in their harness, 'ilio upward navigation of 
the Khono, indca^d, witliout steam aid, was mere wanton 
folly ; and accOidiugly the vast mass of the products of 
the south, and the * denrdes colon lales* wTiicli every 
('ountry giocer in France paints ovtr Ids shop-dewr, 
aio bioiiglit northward in greot caravans of carts ami 
w igons, which daily and nightly, at every hour of the 
twenty-four, toil monotonously along eternally tlio ui>- 
.uid-dow n and dusty glaring road. 

'J1u* lliione scenery in some degree resembles that of 
t))e Hbine ; but It is far tamer, and h^ss \aried. Like 
liie llhiiie, the French river loses itself ui diveis 
liiunchos in u flat and marsliy country- -forming to- 
w nnls tlio mouths of the Delta a drc'ary expanse of iice- 
s. IV amps and salt-morasses— burned up by an almost 
tjojucnny-i)ow(*rftil stm— contiuually ov<»rspread with 
diuk night -mists, and haunt(4 by perpetual fever. 
Uifther up, the Hhono pass(‘S through the dry, parched 
oh\o couutiy, amid stony tracts of brown, gravelly 
hills. This applies to tlio district about Aries and 
licciucnire, Ahteiiding to Avignon, an<l beyond it to 
Valence, wo get into the mulberry district — Ui© olives 
and the almoiicU (lisap)H*aiiiig, and the more stately 
timber of Midland Kiauee l.iLing tlicir places, with the 
vine everywhere. It is above Valtmc, however, that 
the charneteristic featiiu s of the i jv 1 1 api>oar, Durihg 
a long summer day, you stiam wmdmgly between two 
uubrok(»u ranges of brown, undulating bills, vineyards 
ftom tile water’s edge to tin summit. I’he quantity 
of the ftuit cultivated is surprising. On and on for 
sr ores of miles, between two enormous screens of vines, 
cv(*i 7 square iiudi of the mountain-side totraiced and 
cuUiVRtod, us if the soil were the last left of the world, , 
ll( re and there, upon a rbuky peak, towers the gray 
and Rhine -Uko feudal mtcitu, generally in ruins. 
Along the river’s bonk extends ifee long, straggling, 
brown-burnt village, and a IhxHHretohing'Iine of living 
dust, streaking with white the green expanses of the 
vines, Indicates the track of tlio road on either bank. 
Between these the Rlioue rushes in the fierce, suUen 
majrsty of Its might— the idea suggested by the river 
being always one of power and atrungtb, jiov(3r of grace 
or beauty. 

There arc certain features which appertain to all 
French streams, big and little: tho clumsiness and 
ai>parcnt frailty of the barges used, Ttor ipstanoe^tho 
rickety and luiserablo look of thO ateMjller boats, 
gcncrall)^ mere flat boxes, rowed With ttiadhduery Uk© 
wooden spades— all siieak Of tho Onti^uatio ^Mts of 
tho people. On the soaooasi they learn to bum sh^ 
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i« Ws|l as other nations ; but up the country they 
i^ver toko kindly tp tho water, or aught that concerns 
It You never see in a French river-town anything 
like the ;^oasure-wh©rty— the smart gig And fuuuics 
wbieh in Luglaud would be floating on the water by 
the score. The punts employed are used for purely 
business purposes— Faris, which is a miniature repre* 
sentatiou of alt Europe, and as such having borrowed 
some of our English customs, being the only exception 
to tho general rule. On the Seine tliore oro a few 
funoto— the pale reflexes of Londou— four,! six, and 
eight-oared galleys ; but at Lyons, for examine, on tho 
lUione, at Macon on tiic Saono, at Bordeaux on the 
Garonne, and at Tours, Orleans, Saumur, and so forth, 
on the Loire, I never saw tho ghost of a pleasure- 
Nkiff, or bem^ lliat the rivers were ever used as a 
moans of rem^atiou and wholesome exercise, except 
in swimming. 'Pho barges, again, aro frequently very 
large, but very flimsily built, and ^norally unpaiuted. 
They have -a ihmily- likeness on all rivers, particu- 
larly ill the extraordinary awkwardin'ss of the ma- 
chinery with wlu(‘h tliey are steered— the tiller often 
consisting of a va^t beam of wood, weighing more 
tliaii a ton, one end of it flattened and widened by 
means of nailixl boards aUuebod, tlm oilier running 
as far forwaids as the mast. The steersmau reaches 
it by moans of a platform, and the whole mass is 
poised u}K)ii the stem. The washing ostabhsbments 
torm asiother French liver fc.iiure. In summer tlicy 
i^eni all very well — bating the rude usage which the 
linen appears always to be subjected to; but m w infer 
it nuikes one ^bu(lder to see the bauds of women, with 
their bare arms up to the elbows m the icy stream. A 
bfavchtsHenhc lus piolwibly no v(*ry jilc^isant life of it 
in any country, but the Fiench sisterhood must un- 
doubtedly be amongst the greatest victims. In Eng- 
land such operations ore usually eoUduclcd by the side 
of comfortable stoves and steamiug-coppers ; but cer- 
tainly our neighbours, with all their leverence for 
Napoleon, pay but htllo attention to the litoral inter- 
pretation at least of one of his most noted maxims — 

* Lavoris notre linije an /tmifk* 

LYDIA, THE FOG LA 11 SLAVE, 
lx oruibmg along the western shores of Africa, wni 
touched at Freetown, tho principal settlement of Sierra 
I*conc. This IS a colony of hberty and of death ; giving 
frceilom and all its blessings to a vast number of on- 
slaved Africans, whilst tho noxious climate has made 
it proverbially * the white man’s grave.* At tlie end of 
Dec(mkb(T the wtathcr was charming ; for although the 
thermometer ranged liigh there was a cool breeze from 
tho sea, and the air was balmy and clastic, imparting a 
eheerfUl vigour to tho animal and mental frames. 1 
could s(;|[rcely imagine that a few months provioiibly 
the yellow fever liad made such dreadful ravages, or 
. that in a few months later most bf tbo European inJia- 
bitants would bo sufToring from debility or fever ftrom 
til© hot vapours of tho rainy season and the miasma 
which arises from putrid vegetation. 

FKHjtown itself is an interesting place, well situated 
on a rising-ground near the river, with a higfi hill at 
its Imtk. It contains more titan 10,000 inliabitauts, of 
whom 300 or 400 or© Europeans, the rest aro mlSt* 
toes and free blacks. Tho negroes aro of a great . 
variety of^trlbts^ fltmniiig a miniature roprosentatloii ot 
tho nations and languages of Central Africa* ITnd^ 
111© fostering car© of European misBlotiaries ai»d,0ebuol^ 
masters^ mauy of the coloured populattofr flu- 

quired the rudiments of knowledge, 
industrious, intoUigeat, aud wieli(»b«|taT«d* 
trast between ‘this sottieMat antfl USitivu toWU lit 





ijtjk naitml rudeness is so rusrksd ks to OurstoekftAo kppt outthc\7ild l)eaj»tBatnif?1it,lmt 

j^l0S8i% to the friends of and t Oonld sqarueij^ 1 it conld not itare us from the uttnek of wild luon^ for 
tlie rainabie lives whioli /mvo boon saoridoed in / in jKKtf AAica then' is littio in ouv houses which the j 
lit^UciOK of a desert contbient — tfds ix^fogo aiek^l 04n steal; so come to rob us of liberty 

from slavery and barbarism In a blighted InmT. ^'ree- and all we hold dear in life. We never grudged 
town is Bummdwt with about twenty smaJl towns and paying tbo Mandingoos for keeping us safe; and though 
vlllngesi in wliicn ueorly 40,000 libomtod slaves are thoir cldcfa often imi)osod ujwu us, and asked many 

settled under care of tbo British government. Kiudi presently wo did not,/ompluiii. 

Iws Ids ovtn plot of ground, on which ho erects lus , We wot® one night sweetly asleep as usual, lla. 
hut, an<ruses as a yard or garden according to his diildrea $ing on a nfokor<framo at one sidoof the hut, 
oonvcniencc. and our parents (»ccup> ing another on the opjwMte side. 

As 1 1 VUS strolling through one of these towns, look- We ihte as birds in a nest, for our tribe was at iwaee 
ing about with prying euiiosity lo see African manners with all alH)ttnd, and wo paid a tribute to the king m 
impTovoil by civilisation, I was accosted by an intell^*- whose country wc sojourned. At midnight we were 
gout woman, of comely apjienrance, and of a lighter awakened by a great sliout, and I foit mucli friehtened, 

eomplcxiou than 1 hud »up]K)sed to Ixdoug to the negro for I had never h*ard so loud a noise excejit from the 

race, blio was neatly dressed in native costume, thunder of luaiven. It grow louder and loudiT like a 
having a garment thrown elegantly round her breast mighty tornado crashing the trees, and sw''eopiag every - 
and Hhonlders, whilst another covered the lower part thing before the terrible blast. Men’s voices were now 
of ^tbo body ; she wrore Kiiropcaii shoes, and had her heard, and my fallicr seized two spears wliich stooil 
hair fastened with a pretty baiKlkerchiof. She spoke against the hut, imd ran out. My mother w'as ju'^t 
brokwi Kuglish in a fluent manner, her language shew- following when wo hcfinl a loud noise of gups, ami all 
ing tliat slw w'as accustomed to road. After a few was for a moment wlont, like the still calm which pre- 
minutes* convereHtiou, she invited nib into her flweliing vails lioforc a Umipest blows, I'lien my mother ran in 
to take a seat, and refresh jnys(.lf with a drink of milk, shrieking, and seizin/^ us children, tlirew us tinder tlie 
Tho hut wliich X cnlereil was of superior workman- bcil and spread the clotlies over, telling us to he quite 
I ship, consibiing of two npartmontH, iK'sides outhouses, quiet whoever might come in. We lay there m Ircm- 1 
und containing some articles ot good furniture: it was Wing suspense fop a few minutes, wdien she again 1 
quite as neat and copifortahle as an ordinary cottage in hurried ns out; and we saw a great liglrt us if all the* ^ 
Knglaiid, though necessarily in a lighter style. Two or town was on flr<‘. The roof of our own house was 
three flue children, not so fair in skin as their mother, burning, and we ran out to c's(*npe the flames. Near 
were playing about tho iloor, clothed iu a simple shirt the door 1 saw the bo<ly of my fatlier, io\eied wiih 
or frock— quite enough for this w,mu climate. Uer blootl, lus hands still grasping tho siK‘ars. I called linn 
liusband had gone out to look after some cattle. After to rise and come away with us, but he retuiuwl no 
various questions, which she answered with readiness, answer; and my mother hurrital us into the iimUlle ol 
she yielded to my importunate request for a short tlie street. Wo there found ourselves surrounded by 
narrative of her eventful life, whidi she gave to the savoge men. who bade us keep togetlior, and then dtoM 


folfowing effect ; — 

1 belong to one of the Poolali tribcR who dw’oU in 


us like a fl(K*k of goats out of the burning tow n. Tlici e 
I saw all our c^attlc collected, and Iho w^umcn and the 


the interior of this country. The pastoral Foolahs cluldren of our tribe, aud a few of the >oung men with 
have wrldter skins than the other negroes: my hus- their hands tied behind them; but we luwl pulsed by 
band is a Fcncolar, sticakiug the sniiio language, but many dead bodies. 

of a darker colour. I remember nothing of my earliest As soon ns it he^m to ho light wo witi‘ ari\eu intf> 
childhood, and was never told about it by any jierson ; tho forest, and inado to iro vet}- fast, luw r btojiping til] 
nor do 1 know where my parents lived, nor wdiereJ the sun was tpiiic high. When any of tho clnidrin 
was born. X have a faint recollection of dwelling in a were tired and couhl not w alk f.iriher, they were gi\en 
villages composed of ^vattled huts, and^urroumlod w ith to tho women (o Ik ( ariied. Suim* of tlu'^e were old 
a BtiKkude: it had one bioad street in the middle, with and wore thcmsehcK feelihs uinl t]ic\ did not cai'e to go 
cano<*hauaes on either side, eaeh in a Utile plot or gar- into slavery; so they relusid to go iurward. They were 
don. X played about all day with my infant brother then heuien, and if they still retuwd they were pierced 
and other children of our tribe : we did not wear any with a spt'ar, and left to he devuttr^nl by tlu* hyamas and 
clotlios, for those anj not used by children in Africa, wolves which followed at a iljstauee, for they know the 
My father and his people— for he was head man of the track of the man -hunter. The bloody vultures uNo 
town— used to keep cattle» and were obliged to take screamed over our heads, mid I have l>een toid that 
thmin the dry weather whorovor pasturage could bo tliey ofWu tight wiUi tlie beasts for the bodges of the , 
oh^hed^ 'this is all I rt^memher of iny first homo, slain. At last wf worn ail tlre<l with w'aiking and 
W never allowed to go out of the town by our- with the sun, ami faint With hunger nud thirst. We 
selves, lost wo should he stolen by meu or dovourod by reached a river which wre crossed, and sat down under 
wild boasts. So iro lived ia safoty though not iu pcaco ; tho trei's of the opposite han^ for tho men could then^ 
for in' Africa thUrc Is notliing sure save the vast forests, see if any cue was pursumg them. At last they judged 
Uie desert sands, and m fidgitty riS'em: these must that all was safe, espscially at they were now far in 
always man another king's coumi'y, who was friendly to some of 

constant foar of enomioo, fad wc ttovek know whoa to thomMvos. When the coflifo had restod and our captors 
ejrpect a fon* Wo m»m fo foe water wlien lisd satUdod thoir hunger— for we had nothing to. eat, 

foe paddlct art lost ikisi d wMlg wind is hlowing-*we only tliey g#vs the children a little milk -it was then 
^ Uke foe ehteltm hawks aro flgtwed partly to divide the spoil. Some of tlio meii- 

mr Wir fop hjMiug wlm the hmifors were quite strange lo us, speaking a ianguaec 

^ understand, and having oouio from k g^cat 


cnAMBBRS’s wtTsmvmn jouIinal. ^ 


distance; but others were vricked men ^ho Uved te a 
country not far from our own, and trbo had joined the 
hunters and Jed tlicm to onr unlmppytown for a booty. 

[ Tho wom<‘n willi their Jnffuitfl^ and <ite yomg men and / 
elder cJiildreii, were taken by the strangera, because 
they could travel, and it was ucedfbl that they should 
remove far away from tlieir liomea, lest they should 
Jind menus of escape from bondage; but tlbe little 
ehiJdreii who eould not w'alk far, and who wpre heavy 
to enrrv, and who were not likely to know anything of 
the eouiilry, were given with most of the cattle the 
hunters who lived in the neighbourhood, in this divi- 
sion I w as separated from my mother and my little 
))rotlier, whom she carded on her iMuk. hi y mother 
beijged hard to have me with her, and eriwl uud tore 
Ikt hair; but tliey forced her away, throaieiiing to 
take her infant if she would not be She then 

desistc^il, and eovering me with kisses, she wrung her 
liiuids ill anguish, and hade me a long farewell. There 
wore gloomy in-osiw'ots before us all, but we only know a 
pirt of our wo; wo were liken sheep whieh mourns for 
)i<T lamhs that are killiHl, but does not know tho fate 
whieh soon iwait'i her'^t'lf. 

N(‘vt day lh(‘ parly who had us for their prey 
r(‘'i(*hed their own town, and made a feast beeanse (if 
llicir au(‘cess. Tho cattle and ehildrcMi w'oi*e iudis- 
erimin.itel> divided amongst the robbers and my mas- 
ter went lionio exulting with two little slaves and many 
heiul of cattle, Wew^'ire well ust'd, and had little to 
eoin]>lain of, in out ehilcUsli forgetfulness of the past 
and mnorunee of the tbUire. The w’omcn who bidonged 
to my masU*r — for he had several wiv<*s -tilled the 
ground and prepared the food, mid they were kind to 
us III onr orphan condition ; but 1 eould never look at 
my ow tier save w ith feehng«i of lion*or, for visions of 
tiu bloody deiiil whicdi ho had dfine followed me by da,\ 
and haunted me liy night. It w^as too terrible a seeiie 
to pass away from my memory ; and wdien J heart! tJie 
other eliihhon enlling “f.itlicr’* and “mother,”! felt 
angry at him who had deprMsl me of htith, 

jM'ter a time my 8lave-com|mnioii w’as parted from 
me, ht^hig sold to a desler who came rouncf the neigh < 
hoiuhood. J\I^ master reeeivc’d in exchange some lum 
and tohaA'eo. He would luvo sold we at the same 
time, hut hi'< chief wife wanted me to take care of her 
bahy. After some .tears, when I w^ns lK*ginning to 
grow tall, she sent me into the field, for sho elaiinod 
me as Jier shue, and ] always obeyed her onlera, 
Fi(*ld-work was harder tlian that in the house, hut 1 
was not displeased to he away from my master, wdioiti 
I c*ould not lK*ar to look uium ; besides, he was a pas- 
sionate man, often drunk, and then hi^ fury was 
ungovcrnah]c‘, till they stupifu'd him with liquor, hi 
whieh state he would lie tor days toi(t»ther. On one 
oee.ision when he was absent a Moor }>as8c^l by, and 
niy mistress (‘ailed me and slu'wed mo to Jiini. Ho 
exainint'd me all ov(*r very altoutively, looked plea- 
santly at me, and aflc^rwarda had a couvorsation with 
l»er on the subject. 8ho tlicoi gave me to understand 
that the Moor had o^otod a gciod price for me at the 
end of six months, provided 1 then loolced W’OU and 
plump. She praised my boanty, and said that 1 should 
go to live with the Moot, but that T must take caro 
to answer his expectations. For this purtKise I was 
brought from working in the fields, was well fed, and 
Jiad to drink a large quantity qf earners milk each 
morning. Thus, sir, vre aro treated like tho rattle: 
like tliuni vro are Ixmght and sold, and liko them we 
arc gorged wdtli ibod w hen it answers out owner’s pur- 
ixise. 

Tho time fix(‘d upon was fast approaching, but 1 
IcHiked fonvai-d to It with far loss iutej-est thMt did my 
mistress. She was expecting my price in a quantity 
of uiH'klncef, brainilcU, mid a fine sliawl, Whldi tiio 


Moot had* promisod to give for me if I woiPo in good 
epndition, and she spoke much about the hoped -fiir 
dnery. I cared iittJe about tlie matter, fefiing no j 
liitert*fit iq tho barter; whether I WTie a slave or a 
slave- wife made little diiFeivnce, and would scarcely 
alter my condition of servitude. My thoughts were 
very lirnitud, and provided 1 should be well treatod 
and httv^ plenty to cat, I littlo cared wdierc 1. Wiis or to 
whom I biloiigod. 1 had no idea of a soul or of a 
fiifuri' slate, bill regarded myself as one of the cutllo — 
only having a m(H'o beautiful structure of body than 
they. I know more than tho cow^s, but not more thnii 
the ants and Liees, and tlic sagacious elephant. AVb tt 
I Jieard of these cre^aturos often made mo wish that I 
was as free and as wise as th(*y si'cmed to lie. I lived 
fl5r to-day, heedless of to-lnorrow, and nothing but my 
daily emplO}mcnt hiwl e\er ex(*rei8ed my mind. My 
master never pr,iyi*d, for he was a Horiiiikec or drunken 
iiifiiiid, and knew not (lod. We had daiiees at particu- 
lar times of the year, and some of tlu‘ jK'ople made 
uiferings to idols, and we wore greegn*es or amulets to 
keep aw'ay danger and di'.ease ; hut w(‘ knew no more, 
'riio Moors, however, have a sacn**! hook, and some of 
the negro lutiuns w^orship Allah ns they do; but this 
is for the iin'ti, not for tho wonum. 

The exjKHjtations of my mistress turned ont like 
other Afritvm hopes — they were written on sand, whieli 
is scattered by a sudden whirlwind. One d.iy w'hile 
1 was wenxinq cloth beside her, w’o wi're surprises! by a 
^mall 3>arty of horsemen who d, ashed into the >ard. 
All the men of the place were absent, wlnidi these lu‘e- 
lH>Oi(‘rs had aseertalncd by Ihidr spies. They iiiKtautly 
sei/tnl us :ind as many more women as they could find, 
each taking up one iqKin his horse, and rode ofl* at jiiU 
gallop. It was the work of a moment, mid we weiv all 
cnriied away — my mistresH, her child, and tin* other 
W’ives, shuviug in the same captivity with their blavch. 

Ill Africa a man may be great to-day and >(‘ry little 
to-moiTow, and hi» that plundered his m‘ighhour’s 
house ACbterday may have his own Jiomo broken up 
next nioniing. When in^ niasU'r came home trom 
l(K>kiug after the entile which ho hud stolen he would 
find his huts desolate, and might have no information 
alKiut the robbers -only that they were Moors. 

The buflerings coTme(‘tcd with this bmmd captivity 
were severe, hut short eonqiarcHl with those endrirtHl by 
other Africans. After riding for a short time at groat 
sihhhI tlmmgh tho forest, and fimling tluTo Was no pur- 
suit, our cajilors dismounted their victims, and forming 
ns into a group, they drove m> like a herd of cattle at a 
rapid piuil‘. If any one Wgan to lag b(‘hind a rope w’os 
tied nlxmt her neck, and she vra,» dragginl and goa<led 
foinvanl to ki‘Cp up wdth tlie vest. Wo travelled hard 
for tw'O (lays tow ard the soutli, when wo ri'achod a town 
where they tratlic in slaves, and then* the dealers soon 
piiri'hnsed us of the Moors, 'fho Rlavo-nierchaiits into 
whoso hands wo had now fhllen were expecting ii eoflie 
toward the western coast, when* a small vessel w'as 
lying in a creek of the Hio (jlrandc waiting for a cargo. 
'JHiis cireunistanee saved me much bodily torment, 
which must have been caused by a long journey to t)ic 
Hold Hoast, and b> tlie inflictions of a tedious royagi*. 
I’lio pla(‘Q of our cmlairkation was a hazar(%ous one for 
the trades being so near the British scttlomonts; but it 
was attended with many advantages if the shiver eould 
only gel clear of the coast: it'Was a short but danger- 
ous entenirise. We wore detained for a few days at tho 
wator-sido, waiting until an expected cruiser Imd passed 
by the inoutli of the river ; tlicii we were huddled at 
night into* ft small slaver, wiUeh immediately set Saii« 
But who can describe our wn‘teliudness during tho Aoxt 
two days-^-boing cooped up between decks* IttNMa Jq 
sB upright, or oven to diango our postur^ Ajiid uharlly 
for want of airlP A 'hqa drlv«^ 

the slftvftr from the shore, ahei thfth left bfjnalmod 

sight of land. This adOefl sioco 





fkiori]|iig» md w Wto TO on . 
df AfHca*» mi poomy antieSpationli of wliafc 

tniglit yol MrU m ai «ea, mi in distant lands, filled 
us with molaAchply ; btit we were almost past feeling 
tlirongfr Jfctj^o ima erliaustion. Perhaps I was as 



h$ iqjisApI to TO in my lwcigiiei((v tthil upon 
aii TOsts^t to aalmd me how I huA been onp- 

S Wd hto TO clil^f ovents of my history. 

Whan I had fihi»h«d ho immedlaWy went and spoke 
about mo to the government ofheor, and then tot)k me 
to his housoi where to and bis wife treated mu khully. 
Th&y remomtored that they too had been slaves and 
strangers in a fbreigu lani and th(*y i)itied me, for 


heeding of tuy fato os o^ny w’hoaref as 1 Tmd not left I they Wem good pooplo. Hy imstres^ was young, but j 
* * " * - I oared. Tho only being# she was uckly, and she had 

. 1 . 1 I .dutf oil 


bshiod any one for whom 
iO whom 1 had felt interested for many years was my 
mistress's daughter, who had been taken sick on tlio 
road, and was loft hy tlie Moors to he devoured by tho 
Wild heists. 

' Whiio looking over tlio side of the vessel at the 
huge sharks wineh swam archuid us, os if waiting for 
tho body of some dead nt*gro to be thrown overboard — 
for thoBO ftflh are said to know and fellow the slave- 
ships’— I was struck witli the oppt^aranee Of a dark 
object eomUig towards us : it lookwl like a sldp, hut it 
had no sails, and I could not tell how it moved. It 
seemoil to have a sitort, thick mast in the middle, out of 
whit*U a black smoko issued in a Jong stream. It came 
ferward without oars or sail. We all w<mderod ; but 
tho captain and sailors were greatly alanmnl. They 
looked at it through a long tube*, an<l then consulted 
together. At first they thought of throwing us all 
overboani, and even came to lay bold ii)K>n us for that 
purpose ; but wo shrieked and struggled, and as we had 
no clothes to hold us by, they soon found it would be 
too long a work, especially as there was nn under -d^ek 
ftill of male slaves still below. Meanwlule the llyiiig- 
ship woR coming quickly down upon us, ho the seamen 
lowered two little boats, and jumxdiig in, rowed with 
all their sirongth towards the shore, which they soon 
icached, ami dwapiieared in one of the creeks. Tho 
steamboat, as 1 have since heard it calUnl, cume close 
alongside. 81ic was ftiU of iiicu, who had sw ords and 
pMols ; others stood with matches in their hands ready 
to firo their great guns, with wdiich T am told they 
con sink a vessel much larger than the slaver. Revcral 
linsly^dressod men Icoped on boonl, bnl finding that all 
tho crow were gone, they put up their swords and spoke 
kindly to Up, bdliiig one of their black bailor.^ tb inform 
us in the Maadingo language* that we wore all free, and 
would soon again be set ashore on Africa, Tlic fetters 
of the male slaves were kno(‘kcd off, food was given us, 
and we had us much water as wo could drink, for wc 
wore p^irchcd with thirst. 

In a very short time — ^for white men do things very 
quickly— fui was got ready for sailing. A large rojie 
was fastenctl ftom the bteamboal to our sliip, which 
WHS dragged through the waU^r to Hiorra Leone. You 
cannot think of our wonder and joy, our suriiribo and 
delight. It was like a dream; but 1 had never dreamt'd 
aqySliifig half so astonishing. To be delivered in a 
moment fmaa slavery and sorrow ; to bo on the way 
back tp Aftica ; and all this to be done by a ship which 
wont without soils, which swam with fins like a fisli, 
and belched smoke and*firo lie mast 1 1 knew not 
where 1 was, nor whether my head or feot wore upper- 
most. At sunset of next day wo reached Sierra hecfni\ 
im pay suipriso was Increased by tho sight of tho place, 
l^&elka mtge houses appeared at a short distance I <^SttOh 
fine Mdlers came down to the seal-^uch finely^'dressod 
men jmd woman} whltb and black> walked about 1 
M^aoy blaok mmo to look at usu and to sec if 

tlmy hod any ftiond amonit us$ and ail spoke to ps 
kinil and ploasanA wordSr , 

When we had boon taken to the King's Vard, and 
boon washed and dfomed} |oto people came to take 
apprentices, ond adKTO dtkm tno^man who is now 
husliniiai Ho is not of the same tribe 

,|w lie ygs enoo * idkm but had now boon 

years iti the octopyiiind^vh^ worked hard Jm 
Idmsdf ^Bsmolving my 



an infant winch siie wibhet/ 
mo to takS care of. I was also to help her in all matters 
about tho house, whicli was easy employment. She 
was S very swcot woman, and X soon lovcil her mu<*h : 
sho troatM mo more as a companion than u servunl, 
and I was never so happy as in fulfilling her wishes. 

A few days after 1 arrived was the Sabbath. 1 was 
surprised that tho people did ho work on that day, but 
all dressed themsolves in their best clothes, and when a 
boll rang they went to a largo house like a storo-rooin, 
but much larger and fiuor, Tlioy told me it was callctl 
a church, whero they sang and prayed, and heard a 
minister preach to them out of a great hook about God, 
and their souls, and a futun^ life. All tliis was new 
to mo. 1 wondered at what 1 saw and heard, but could 
understand nothing. My mistress, who was herself a 
Foohih, kindly explained to me al)oiit the JUblo, the 
book which God has given to the white man. It filled 
me with much wonder, and I eould not rest till I under- 
stood these* great truths. It was the first time I had 
really thought al>out anything that deserved attention, 
and J was glad to find that X liad a ndnd to think ami 
a heart to feel. Kvontually X was baptixcHl by the name 
of Xiy<lia, and became a happy member of the Christian 
church, being now able to speak a little English, and 
to understand something of what the minister baid. 

My sweet mistress continued sick for two years ; and 
though we hod a white doctor to attend her, she grew 
wwse, and died. It was a time of gn^at trouble to uh 
all, and to none moro than to myself. I loved her \ ei s' 
much, even as my own m>uI; fer tho was alwa>H kind to 
me, and had taught me xnuife that was good. Slu^ died 
iu tho feitli; and X have often thought that if ever tlieiv 
was one on earth w’-ho was prepared hy genllenes*^, 
purity, and peace, for a holy Jicaven, it was my dt ur 
mistress. 

When my apprenticeship was nearly finished J had 
grown to womauhood, and was now tall and cornel} . 
'XVo or tlxr0e young men were making proposals of 
marriage, whicli my master said should he entirely left 
to my own choice* ; only he advised me not to be in a 
hurry in coming to a deeision, for 1 should eo&ily got a 
good husband, and now J hud a comfortable home. He 
had not taken another wife, and there was iiolwly who 
feviHl Ills child hb J did, so I said that 1 would remain 
with him as long as he pleasr d. One day ho brought 
home a new ilress, which ho told me to put on ; he said 
that X looked very ni(*e in it, and I lepliod that it was 
too fine fi)r a servant, lie said that ho wislied me to 
go witji him to a wedding the next we^k, and that J 
must be dressed for tile occasion. Upon my asking 
who was going to Ik* married, he said iliat it was hini- 
sel^ and Uiat he ho}>ed to have me for a wife, t^ch a 
thought had nevi>r entered my head* and I was qulft* 
perplexed ; but the result was that X became bin happy 
bride. Since then my life hits been as peaceful ns a 
fiowing fiver on a fine morning. It has always boon 
tlie dry season in our house — no rains, no tornadoes of 
sorrow, have over troubled our dwelling. We negroes 
are naturally a quiet race, and the Foeduhs are timid 
and gentle; and when religion makes a Foolah's heart 
tight, filling It with love to God and man, it is as 
jjKiaceftil as the blue sky— as hapx»y an tlic pretty birds 
which fly abdut the bushes. My youthftil sorrows arc 
almost Ibvgotten, except to contrast them with my 

r ieut blesaednoss, and to thank God and the Kngllsli 
fpi colony of Sierra licoiie. This is a hill on which 
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aegtrofi tlM jbntRt it U the iMp of a lart^t tm 
when the nm imitei the earth vtih Me aVrong heat. 

GOETHE'S TASSO. 

Ij hiw boon n>raarked by Mr It P. QilU^ that Tasso’a 
rccorih of liis own uiijianpy existonco are ikr more , 
wferostiijff and romantic tnan tho moat elaborate of his 
poein 8 ; alliiouglL tho said records are o^tlici chronicle 
of hfs wayward caprices and miseries. *Tho scene 
only elian^es fl-om tho palace or convent to the ipdson 
vaults, ami tlio vicissitudes of feeling arc from the 
(laz/Ung illusions of hope to the dark, heavy clouds of 
despondency.’* The minstrel— >now dwelling m kings’ 
houses, now pining in durance vile — ^was ho who sang 
SForusalem Delivered/ who in palace and prison eould 
6 (sj iarthor and feel more deeply thati hib fellows : Hkc 
his own henv— 

' Molto egli oprb col sen no e con la xnano, 

Multo BodVi nel glorioso acquisto.’f 

Slono walls and iron bars could not indeed exclude tho 
Vision am! the faculty divine, but they could slifle ami 
distort tho poet’s aspirations— they could bruise ami 
batter the wings of Hub poor struggling ‘bird of para- 
dise/ For, as Byron has it — t 

— ‘ Fuiiu*d of far too penetrable stuff, 

These buds of paiadiso but long to flee 
Hack to their nati\e laaiision ; soon they And 
Karih’s mist with their pure pinions not agree, 

And die, 01 are degiaded.* 

The pilgrim in Italy, as he paces the dull, deserted 
llioroughfaros of Ferraro, looks up wistfully at the 
grated windows of 8 t Anna’s Hospital, and betliinks 
him of a time when at one of those windows might Iw 
been, dRy after day, tiie earnest, pallid lace of Torquato 
I’asso, i)(»triug anxiously tlirough tho bars — ‘ a face 
hdiulbome, >mt extrtMncly sail, rather past middle life, 
but haggaid beyoml its age ; the hair, though partially 
white, ialliugdown in delicate curls from the high and 
bomewrliat wrinklcHi forehead; tho cheeks pale and 
ghastly, as of on<' just recovering from severe illness ; 
thin bps, anxiously parteil fiom one another, and 
showing the white teeth set; eyes prcternaturally 
blight, aud flxod witli mi intense gaae down the 
sircet.’l Tasso’s situation under the duke’s lock and 
key was, as Shelley observes widely diffbreut from 
that of any iiersecuted being of the present day ; for 
from tlie depth of dungeons, jmbhe ojiinion might now 
at length lie aw'akeiiod to an evho that would startle 
the oppressor ; liut //ten there w as no hope« || 

To n*present in a dramatic pfa^ni — ^lor such, rather 
Ilian a drama, is Goethe’s * Tasso’— this * victor unsur- 
passed in modem song/ on whose name attend ‘ tho 
tears and praises of all time/ was a task worthy of 
Germany’s chiefest bard« The action of tho piece is 
comprised witliin seine dosen hours; but, as Miss 
Swanwick remarks,^ by skilfully availing Idmself of 
rotrosi>ect and anticipation, Oootho has presented us 
with a hoautiful epitome of tho poet’s life. Tlio period 
is that signaljsed by the oomplenon of Ills groat opk— a < 
work whii'h has elevated liira, says Sismondi,** perliaps j 
above all modern poete* (The peuf-^/re in the Frenoh- 
man’s cnticism Is of infinite importance, in the ears at 
least of tile countrymen of Bhakspearo and Miltou.) 
We see him a of Duke Alphouso, in tho beautifbl 
retreat of Behrignardo, wboro Petrarch was entertained 
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at^t i 4 looeiit the indignant denimeiatiou of ^phUdo 
; not yet hod occurred that he^ira of the dis- 
tracted minstrel firom Ferrara to Borrento, when, 
disguised In shepherd’s garb, he told his uwu tale so 
touchingly to Coruclia, that tho foad sister fjinted 
with grief; not yet had he known Jinprisonmeat in tJio 
ho^ital of 8 t Anna; not yet wandered tosand fto, 
honoured indeed, but miserable, seeking rest aud 
finding none. But for all lliese sorrows Goethe pre- 
pares us. lie reveals the forecast shadow of coming 
events. The cloud may bo no bigger than a man’s 
Isind, but it is there : it is daik, lowering, grimly fun.^- 
bodmg ; and with the fifth act tlic.rustling of its heavy 
drops is heard, and wc feed that the storm is begun. 

’Fhjt Goethe has drawn a faithftil portrait of this 
sensitive, irritable, molnnchuly genius, so fiir as ac'tiial 
history rather than ideal art is concerned, appears 
undeniable. For mstance, in one of Alphon&o’s desorip* | 
tions — ! 

‘ Thus to secure my favour, ho betrays, 

At times, unseemly uidour; against sumo 
Who, I am well assured, are not his foes 
He cherishes suspicion; if by chance 
AJetter go astray, a hireling leave 
His service, or a paper bo mislaid. 

He secs deception, treachery, aud fraud 
Wording insidiously to sap his peace.’ * 

Bo in Leonora’s remonsiranco — » 

‘ And oh, dear friend, that Heaven would grant me this— 
To make it clear to thee oio thou depaitest, 

That in thy fatheiland Hieie is not one 
Pursues thee, hates, or covertly molests. 

Thou art deceived ! and as ioi others’ pleasure 
Thou ’rt wont to practise thine invoiitive art, 

So in this case thou wenv’st a cunning web 
To blind thyself, the which to rend asunder 
I ’ll do mine utmost, that with vision clear 
Thou may’st pursue life’s glad career untiammell’d/ 

Tasso’s love for tho princess is fervently toM. Her he 
gloiifles m every strain. Now exalting her to the st.irry j 
k(>aven 8 — now stesliiig after her through silent field <>, 
hallowing her every movement, blessing tlie music of 
hot every footfall — 

* II 18 loved ideal from the spheres he brings, 

And doth invest it with the name sAe beats.’ 

When, in the palace gardens, she takes the laurel 
crown from Virgil’s bust and places it on Tasso’s 
bending head — an emblem of tlio crown that awaits 
him hi the capital — he quivers beneath its gentle 
pressure, as though it were a sunbeam on his brain, 
scorclung up tlio power of tliought. 

‘ Whoever in his song doth reach the heart 
And^nd an echo there, ho owes to one. 

And one alone,* 

to whom ho passionately consecrates, imce and for ever. 
Ms whole bdng. 

Tasso’s first appearance on the scene is with the 
completed epic in his hand, which he comes to present 
to his patron, who roqelves it with graceful compliments. 
His happiness for the moment is exuberant— ^happiness 
such as poet’s electric blood alone can so intensely feel 
and so swiftly lose. Antonio enters ; and lol I*aradise 
Lostl Aistonio is the hard-headed imscticai man of the 
world— sage, deliberate, politic, courteous, conventhMud* 
and his entree Is os thcoixgh anigUtmare eff iiia*eviall«|^ 

* Mensiram herrendum, infome^ ingens, eul li^tnen 

ademptum,* 



tarsrr. 
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€tf the tnnxircetnjif^ntal Antonh acmI 

qantiDl: hunt iu couples, t^hoy fiMe together irtuqh as 
ck) Jliiit ait4 stoel^^the mult ia sparks of diACord. 
1'asBo can admire the seerHaryt just as^Qolerldge 
admired men of bushiesa, Ibr rapacities vJiorciii he Mt 
himself sjguaUy ileflciHit: lui calls his conversation 
InsUui'tlVis unu his words ‘how useflil in a thoasaud 
instunees I * 

‘ Kor be possesses^ X may truly say, , 

All (hai iu is wanting. Rut, alas ! 

Wheh round his cradio all the gods asSoinlded 
To hiiiig their gifts, the (Jraccs were not there; 

Awl he who lacks what Ihc^o fair poaen iripjiit, 
May much possess and much communicate, 

But on his bosom we can ne’er repose’— 

anymore than Shelley couhl hinc nCsllod in that of 
Jeremy Bentlmm. Tasso frwH to like him, but the two 
can ncvir he placed corilislly c« inppoU; their con- 
str.iim'd and' ovanchcent alllnnce has no claim to a 
section in ‘Klective AlRnitics.* The third scene of the 
second mt opens with an interclmnj^e of ‘ everything 
that pretty is* In'twceu the j>oet mid the inilitic iaii, mul 
end's with poor ^fusso m nu attitude, flourishing hw 
sword, and trying to provoke his 801^*00111*010^1 com- 
panion t6 get up n ‘ bccnc.* ALuj for T*Hso'h scn‘?atioiis 
when Aljihoriso enters lUbt in time t«» behold his martial 
pose phsttrjut ! while hlosfaer Antoniu bcrcnely h.i5'8 ; 

‘ Culm and uniumed, oh prince, thou find’st mf hero 
Before a luaii whom possion’b rage hath scii^d.* 

The consequeneo of the broil is ‘brief eonfincTiu*ut’ for 
the excited poet— a bentence inihil> passed by Aljdmnso, 
but overfraught ^utb ^bame abd bittemesg to the 
subject of It, Mill wvitbuiq under the rcoollcetion of 
Antonio’s ‘fonnid wisdom* and proud aBsiimptum of 
mftqUlerial superiority, w Inch Tasso is not yet old or 
wist* qttougli to answer with a p.itieui Rinile. i/iter 
in the play, Leonora, anxioua to heal the breach, assures 
Tasso — 

* Vet often with respect bo [•Antonio'] speaks of thcc i* 
whereto the fn‘tting cajitive inshcs reply ; 

‘ Thou meaner with forbearance, prudent, subtle. 

'2'ia t/uft aiMop* tn0; for he knows to use 
I Language so smooth and so conditional, 

That seeming praise from him is actual blame.* 

*rho psychological tnith invohed in this state of mind 
is developed wdth eonsidorable power, and illustrates 
(ioethe's mastery Of tlu* heart of man. Ta<so is the 
‘hero* of tins drama de jute only, not t/c furtof now 
and ibon our feeling towards him osidllates bi‘twi*(*n 
impat|em*b and compassion. lie is not to be measured 
by the atnudard applicable to sound nerves and world- 
hiurdonotl, world-bronzed constitutions, lie is One of 
those anomalies that abound in the domains of genius 
T-wlw are a law unto themselves— jealou'i over their 
own insular rights— tompost-tossod by every aggres>,ion 
u/i ar/ra«'^misnpprchOndiiig woU-intentioned vulgarians, 
and by ihein also mlHapprehouclotl— dououncing the 
cobjlAiesa and coarHcness of society, but only to bcaii 
coidkil ^ on their own head. In Ooetho^s ‘I’asao* 
wo M^uoble, Under, morbblly-suscopliblti man, whoso 
ill-gaS!fi!l!l */Nbjoctivity’ inmUcatt;^ him in coutintuU 
bewUdortiifiil|; lurcatcs for his mumyanec 4 rdtmrring 
sate bf and rcHim*OH Idm to stmugo passes 

atKvJony ttogfOdaUonp Wo witness the iftoiideut stogt^s 
of tluit mystefiouatelitei, the ml bAtHro and extent 
of which is still among te ittiMWlvod probl oms of bio- 
tlie nnsotil^ OutMIfos of Utoratnre. We 
io promite m unf 
>f ChuH<is Kn A * 
him the WAy#| 
t unhappy 4ayo 


stitipus paHMsysmS'** We te the abrupt awakvmnf: 
of Ids ViAonary spirit ftom the halcyon calm of dream- 
land to tb^ harsh lealities Of a world whero dreaming 
is iliidt, and whero dreamers are liable to bo prose- 
cuted as the law directs. Deileieut thi* drama un- 
doubtedly is bi many important parlieulars, but Ibo 
diameter of Tasso is portrayed ^with a -vigour, nm- 
mation, and wmsmbfancH that descrviMiiKl will repay 
I Study. As such we commend it to tho iciwler ; little 
•‘disposed ts w*o are to oall tho old num of Weimar 
our MaptiUA Ai^oUo^ or to understand the sanity of those 
who voiild put hiiu ‘(hr north’ of Sh.ikspeare's solf - 
tlmt bright parii(*ular star which dwells apart from and 
nbovo the whole oonstcllatiun of Germany’s dramatic 
genius. 
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THK NKW LAKI) SYSTEM. 

Or« attention has been specially drawn to a woik 
cntitloil tho ‘ Irish Land Question,’ m winch it is alleged 
that the author, Viui'cnt Scully, Q. (\, haw at length 
fchewn the true principle‘i on which the tenure of l.Ind 
should he settled. We have read Mr Smile’s pioduc- 
tion, however, and it does not appear to our mind that 
the author has at all net at rest thib vexed question, but 
rather mystifiwl it by now and impracticable view s. 

What IS the actual condition of land-tenure iu Ju‘- 
land? * Eor some centuries past, and up to tlio present 
tiiiK,* says Mr 8c*ully, ‘ Iho great nuias of those* wlio till 
tlie Irish soil have possessed no permanent mtinst in 
its improvement ; being mere yearly tonunlH, liable to be 
dispossessed at any time upon rci'Civiug a short notu*<*, 
and tlu*rQfove in a ^tato of most absolute di*pen(b ik c 
upon their landlortls. And the groat misfortune are^in^ 
fiom the existing law is, timl it holds out no suiiitunt 
encouragement H to induce ellher the landlord or tlu 
tenant to miito in converting thib uncertain >e.irl3 
tenancy into a certain and permaoent tenure, i)ul, on 
tho conlriiry, creates some serious embarrassments 
hnpodmg such a convorsSoh.* Are we to umkistainl 
from Hub explanation that there Is a law in In I.iiid to 
pivvcnt loudlords granting leases foi u deUiinnKde 
seiies of years? V\\ do not hclievi* tb.it then* is an-v 
such legal mtriction. The proprietor of an istaii' in 
Ireland ib as free to gi\e a iiinet(*ou ye.irs’ ha*te of one 
of luH farms as if the property lay in Scotland. Sin h 
being the case, Wc cannot see that the alternaiiM* to <iii 
uneertaiu ainl impovoiishing yearly tenancy is to im- 
part a proprietary or ptrumneiit interett in the sod, 
if lotting land from }onr to yisir la* bad, ns w’e know it 
K why, in the nnnic ot (ommon benw*, lio not the Irish, 
the Scotch landlords, giant lenses forapuiodof 
years? After the repeated (*\p]iin.itiuns that have 
beeit ofTered on this auhjv‘ct, it is provoking to find that 
Irish authors and lawycfh are to all appearance as 
ignorant of wbat can be done by properly -nrrangisl 
least’s of laud as if no such things existed, 'riiey just 
SCO two ways of piocoeding— the yearly tenancy Byaiein, 
an4 ilte quahded or full propriotolnsldp. rerceiving tha t 
the relating of land ftroin year to j^ear, with tho cluuu'e 
of continual rji*ctio», ruins the i>roiiuctiveuosa of the 
soil iftid loaila to hopeless misery, they luMi to the eon- 
eJuston that the practice is to lx* got rid of only by 
Bubstituting some species of Must we 

repeat that then* is a mnldle cqurs^ whitli lias bexm 
purtuca the gmitest sugeoss in Bent land, and tliat 
ft would be at least worth while to try tho same in Ire- 
land before attempting to upset society by new projects? 

Mr fcJcully’S niotliod of rofonu is amusing. Ilis 
plan U ^to ouooarage tlm creation, with the coudant 
of ^ ObUOf; and by volimtary arrangement between 
lonwnl and tengnti of a slaix>Io description of tenure 
or wliicl), without auy injury or c(x*rcion to* 
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wards the ow^^, . 

mment intaresth /ifa;m,^_-„,, 

the aetuni ot^upatipn 

the -Soil.. "Tlie'-fitaiio,- tlip 

oceupyinjj tenant, shpuld each vdim- ' 

tnry arrangement by which^^^-^ benefttcd 

alike. Any now system should be as may 

be consistent with its ; possessing suc^^ peculw advan> 
tnges, as will effbctdaily iridu^S its- 
ami toml to carry out its let^ihg Pbjecifi, ot uniting j 
the ownership w ith the pccu^tipn of the and of 
increasyig its value by fziPilUatih^ transE^r. 

To effect tlicso objects, thP stite abbuhl cnforct and 
continue, as appurtenant to the iaivd, the Several ih- 
ddents to become attached to it by the voluntary 
adoption of the iniproved tenure. For this purptwo it 
w'ill be necessary that a laiid-tribunal sliall be consti- 
tuted, in order to represent iii each case tiie interest of 
ilic state, ill sanctionuig an adoption of the improved 
tonuro, as well as in superintending its original creation 
and future continuance.^ • 

In this exiiosition there appears to bo a curious con- 
fusion of ideas ; the state is called upon to enforce iand 
sanction voluntary arrangements. If proprietors are 
pleased to enter into bargains to lands to their 
tenants, pi'ay wdiat hinders them from doing so in the 
present state of things ? But in: tlus^ as in many other 
matters, the Irish muul IpokB to improved action only 
through state iiitcrposition^as if the people were chil- 
dren, and could do nothing of their own ocCprd: Tliere is 
to be a public Iaiid-tribunal--a precious job doubtless it 
would be— which shall ascertain and fx ‘ the fair letting 
value, or the not animal rent which a solvent tehkit 
can aflfbrd to pay above all rates, and public 

charges, including the entire popr-rates, (tnit^rent, and 
tithe-rent-chnrge.’ The tenant is thiis to a per- 
petual interest, so long as he may conthmc to p^ 
the rent agreed upon and fixed at its fair letting value.* 
And if the tenant pleases, lie is to Ikv at liberty to buy 
up his land by. paying eert^nilns^^^^ of its value. 
If he have nut cash ^ do tidaf he to be jHirmitted to 
borrow money on debeutur«!b ; ^d, if need be, sgovem- 
luent is to lend him what ho requires ! 

Such is tlie solK^r proposal of a Queen's council to 
settle the Irisli Land Question.^ It is settling it with a 
vengeance ! The scheme is a regular confi Ration. A 
8(*t of peiiuiless occupants are to be allotved to take 

IKwmanent possession of the lands bn which they 

hapiwn to be plantcJd, the' proprietors, under; a myste- 
rious kind of voluntary compulsion, being treat4^ as 
iiohodies in the, transmition. It would ^awely be 
w'ortii while to treat this modest proposition wjth any* 
thing like seriousness, were it not unfortuhat:^y thb 

case that absurdities of tliis kind pass for sound 

political CKJouomy among a certain class of minds. 
Most strange is it that so aciite 
should lisicn to such levcries ; and^k them: 

against these visionary ideas of sooiid^^ that Vo; I 
venture an aliusion |^s plidusapbakf 

ing.- in - matters of ■ mb8t: -fitendly;>^^^^^^ 

trust not to l»o misUnd^stood when we say that 
outcry about tenant-idght aiui llkity 0$ 
on an err^meous cimeeiition oi tlm relationijdp of I^ 
lord and teuant^tlmt; i8,Vof and jobliga- 

tions. We 

calling in the state which find is' 

to Iks let or pniShia^/- state 1ms nothing'^^^^te 
with private interests, Fvery man is entiticki; & 
l^iat rent he likes for his land, or to deinand;?)^^ 
into lie pleases for any artielc he ImS for 

^sainc'.-g^^ every. miin-::;ia-'. entiWBd'';^(P^«e' 
takii% lands or buying goc^ pp the 

■deal 'br hot to- deta;:'-:^h0Se:aih-::the\ 

^-whiavebcie^ has; 
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with him fairly; lie Wiif hdt give 
Mim do anything fbr his lands. Ho 

ibaves- the; poor m to struggle on with ah inseeurb 
tehihfc; atid turns him adrift whon it suits lu« foiicy.' 
If all thU be true, landlords are demons, not men. 
it is pur impression that Irish pi^priemrs, though mU- 
takph in some things and reckless in otherll arc still 
human beings^ and governed by ordinary motives. We 
dp not believe that tuiy landlord will do. a erhel thing 
merely for the wicked pleasure of doing It; It Is ^lioro 
than probable that there are faiilts on b<»th sides. Oiie 
\%5ry common reason given by Irish landlords for not 
gi'anting leases is, tliat were they to do so, the lands 
would be sublet, and that instcf^ of haVing one they 
would have fifty teiianta: They let a farm of a hundred " 
acres to one man under the strictest obligation not to 
sublet it. No Booiier, however, does the lessee enter iiitp 
pOKscseion than he sublets it, in whole or part, to twenty 
tenants, giving each five acres; then tJvese hve-acre- 
men sublet again in smaller portions ; aiul before .the 
landlord has time to turn round he finds his laiMia 
occupied by probably fifty families. Now if there be 
the slightest foimcbition for rcpresentatloiis of this kind, 
it is evident that the state is powerless in. providing a 
remedy. The evil lies in the necessities and feelings of 
the peoj)Ie. Suppose tliat Mr Scully's plan were carried 
obi: of giving a permanent interest in a farm to one 
tenant, tlie mischief would not lie mended ; flu this, 
single tenant would speedily assutne the position of a 
middleman, and his subtenants would stand as inach 
in need of fixity of tenure as he did himself. In short, 
unless the more substantial class of tenants in Imhind 
cugagt» to work out covenants to the letter, and caiH*- 
fully exclude sqiiuUtcrs and subtenants, there can be 
no hoiKi of refonii in land- tern ure. On this point the 
whole question hangs. Iii Scotland no such thing as 
subtenanting is known or pcnnittCd. The tenant of a 
farm under lease must walk into it hiniself, apd him- 
Bolf alone. The instant he introduced a subtenant, 
even lor so mucli as a potatd-gaxden, he ^vould vitiate 
bis covenant, and would be requested to vacate. Fortu- 
nately, there is no Court of Ghaneery in Scotland to 
interpose difRcuUies and heap up expenses, m the 
event of any such difference arising betw'ceh laTidlor^^ 
and tenant. Tlwluw is siinple and pf ready appli<i*i- 
tion through the agency of effeettve local tribunals 
(sbeTiff-courts), and every facility is afforded for the 
due execution of land -contracts. Provided, therefore, 
that landlords and tenants do their duty, tenant- 
right, as it is called, has no purpose or meaning. The ; 
proprietor lets his lands lor a series of years on 
certain stipulated terras ; the tenant accepts the lease 
on these termsi anid honestly works them out. What 
more is wanted ? Generally, in l^otland, the lease is 
for hinetecu years. , At its commenconicnt, tbeJandloj^ 
builds afamlmuse and o^ees, including a thrashirig-mill, 
mbvfHl by stemu or water power, or ^ p thoiso thii^s 
in repair if/ they alr^y^^^ He also eucEosee tlie 
Lfeelds wiith fenees and ga^s^ auclmakes^^^ 

' tcsiaht Inw only to -sit dqwti comfoirtably in ijfe dw4l*0|^ 
prepared for hipi, bud btddiy; with bis 

capitM iO keOp iU that 

what he 

of his’ lea?^;::'. :ih.afe..pe8e!^-arrive8, .he; either takes -.;, 

a-.: feesh, ot gpcs.-' off;; in' quest;^;^] 
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tiou wUh t!ie lAdttMi,! Hikd it te thi»r6fov$ obvi^ 
ously impwtiWft to «njf tho Wftiiig of tho o*, the 
baaing of m tliMa wgning of tho horse, ot tlm 
braying of tbo ass^ precdtfdly inqmtth^beit it must 
be conceded that tJio a^^wMng ct awine iias a rather 
oKHCt eJfrniScmce, Nine-tmtha of the noises, too, in 
Smithflold arc made by^ the ciUTOflM^ iket in natural 
liistory which persons Of oapeuience in the irurid will 
hflv<‘ no difficulty in boUeVing« 

* Diu^r-dong l-^ding-dong ! ’ It it half-past o’clock 
—the official hoar fbr the admission of shoop is strik- 
ing ; and see, there glides in through Bmithdcld Bars 
the first instalment for this night of tlie tide of aditnni 
life constantly pouring firoin nortl), south, east, and west 
of the United Kingdom; from Jh'rance, liollaud, Oer- 
innny, Spain, Italy, towards tins groat centre of cami- 
von)U8 consumption. The permanent pens, each eapnbio 
of holding twelve sheep comfortably, but which upon 
occasion accommodaOrs sixteen or eighteen, till rapidly 
under the guidance of tlio drovers— men licensed by 
the city authorities, and wearing a numl)ored brass- 
bodge oil tlie left arm. I'hcse persons are employed 
ami paid by the salesmen — a highly-respeotaido l^y of 
tradesmen, to whom the stock forwanled for sale in 
Sinitliiichl is chiefly consigiu'd. The drovers are sent 
out to meet the shwp or beasts expected by roil or 
road ; and as none but they are allowed to work in the 
market, the disposal of the animals U managcil with a 
celerity tmd system wliich could not be attained if 
fetrnngei^ were permitted to bring in and arrange the 
cattle. 'J'li<‘re arc not many short of two thousand of 
these drovers attached to SuiitUfield Market — rude, 
oonive fellows no doubt, and in matters not perlaimnjg 
to tludr Inkiness ignorant enougli, but in that exceed- 
ingly expert, and generally trust wcirtUy. The ‘regula- 
tion * instrument of * torture ' Which Uiey use is not a 
very formidable instrument, but a stick about the 
thickness of a stout maiiS thumb, rather nnore than 
four feet m length, with an iron point at one end pro- 
jecting not more ttinn a quarter of on inch. Neverthe- 
less the innate savagery of some vitdous natures is at 
no loss ftir means (»f cruelty, and the vigikneo of the 
police-officers is especially directed to tlie prevention or 
chastisement of acts of brutality. Tlio last morning I 
visitwl the market I observed to one of tihe offiws — a 
civil and mtelligent Scotsman, by the way— that 1 had 
been looking on for flvo or six hours, and os yet had seen 
nothing of tlie outrageous cruelty said to be so prova- 
h'lit there. * I should hoj)o not,^ lie replied with a 
laugh. ‘A good deal of that is mere stufl* and non- 
sense, though of course •cattle can’t bo got to their 
likces and haltered as fteutl> and tenderly os babies 
arc put to bod. Not but wliat the drovers require 
sharp looking after. Tliis very morning we dropped 
down upon two of tliem lK?fore it was light, and loi'ked 
them up for what we deemed cruelty.’ 

Tliere can be no doubt that the greatly -improved 
aspect of Bniithflold is in a great degroe due to the 
vigilance of the now aiihnlraibly-organisGd polico^forco 
— a liody of men not only highly efficient in tlieir 
v<H'ation, but (‘xtrembly serviceable just now as 
inlerpn^tcrs of the mysteries of the market to tUo 
numerous foreigners— (lermatls principally— I have 
noticed, wlto visit tliii metropoUtaii lion at about 
sunrise. I’Jkj astonishment of these gentlemen as 
the vast droves pour in hour after hour is often very 
vehemently exptessed, especially afbes lioaring fooni 
an officer the number that wilU probably lurrivo: 
* What you say ? Forty, /cefty tousend 1 Hein Oatt ! 
And you shall tlirow a stone over the place 1’ They 
are not so fortunate when driven to drovers for infor- 
mation* One rather ludicrous instance t myself 
notice^ A gentkman^ one of a party of fives, <wd 
their interpreter, finsHN) with the flying colour's with 
which he had come off in his colloquy witli a tteiito 
poUcc-oflloer, must neodi venture his Bnglish ww a 


coaree-mined, wiry-temperod old follow, busy at the 
mommt in flatting some rcfoactory she^ Intb place 
and order, and in so doing encountered a spevimen of 
sour-krimbqnitc new to him. lie wished to ascertain 
wh^to tiJie hian gob hia Zmdire, and very civilly aaitl t 
♦JGfow you get, my gooi friend, the arm -brass with 
figures?* As he touched the article whii<ifc speaking, 
he was sufficiently compruliendiH], and the drover 
merely squinting at the questioner from the comer of j 
[ihis eyes, and without for an instant (li8(^>ntmumg his 
operations with tlie sheep, answered qiiully and 
gruffiy: ‘Byes*em; ces a do hyes’emt* The gentle- 
man stretched his ears eagerly, but tiioy conveyed no 
intelligent sound to ids brain, Knglish of that kind 
never, lie was sure, l>oen taught in Faderland. 

‘ What you say, good man ? ’ he anxiously replied— 

* what you say ? * The an«^wer was tliis time unbroken 
by a comma: ‘Byos’em cos a do byos’em!* The 
querist was completely nonplussed ; his reputation as a 
linguist fell rapidly with ids companions ; and 1 has- 
tened to nmark that the gutturals ho had just heai^ 
was Smithfleld for saying that tlie market authorities, 
when granting the badge, charged tlie recipient a cer- 
tain sum for it. 

But to resume the progress of the market. Tlie 
hour-and-a-hidfs monopoly cryoywl by the sheep has 
sufficed to alioui ono-thlrd fill tlic pens; and now, twelve 
o’clock having struck, on ronio the denMc, kdlowing 
herds of oxen — stlrks, stots, heifers, cows; short horns, 
straight horns, crescent lioriis, long horns, no horns ; 
black, wlute, pied, dun, rod ; on come tlie huge beasts, 
and os they arrive arc with suriirising dexterity and 
dispatidi securely fastened to the strong market rail- 
ings. From this hour, midnight, till sovun or eiglit in 
the morning, the living stream of boasts and sheep, 
and calves and pigs, gradually attenuating of course, 
and with widening intervals, will pour on. Those w ho, 
on a fine summer morning, Iiavc watched at an e.iily 
hour any of tlie great roads leadiiig into London, 
Will agivo tJiat the sudden and reiieated appeal anee of 
the droves or flocks at the brow of an eminence, oi 
at a turn in the long, silent vista, bringing, as it were, 
the light with them, pi'csents a panorama of the liveliest 
and most pleasing Innd. It is not till about half-past 
five or six o’clock tliat the swine make their entronci^ 
into tlie market, and at about the same time numerous 
carts and small wagons arrive — two-storeyed for the 
occasion, or liavLng n kind of basket or cage nearly the 
sitsc of tlie fioor of the* vehiele, swinging under it be- 
tween the wh(*ek, and vocal, iiko tlie upper apartin(*nl, 
with tlie blcatings and baaings of calves and sheep. 
These conveyances are frequently driven by the pro- 
prietor of the animals himself; and just now he is 
pretty sure to be aceompanietl ou the fore-scat of the 
machine by liis wife or daughter, perhaps lioth, como up 
of course to see the Great Exhibition. 

By this time— half-past five — ^the market will have 
assumed a very busy aspex't, and if the morning be* 
fine, will present a gay and animated scone. Tlic 
salesmen, with their ink-bottles hanging down in front 
of their waistcoats, ore. at their posts ; but if you are to 
kdieve the abstracted, iudifibrent oifpn*S8ion of their 
fiices wdicn buyers approach, without wish, much less 
anxiety, to sell. It is clearly their opinion that pur- 
chasers oh this particular <ky ought to esteem tin m- 
Selvcs fortunate in lieing supidlcd at almost any piici* 
—the supply, as they say, lioSng so inadequate 1 1 the 
tremendottS dMaUd, The buyors, of whom then* are 
proliably ahwly several huudreds iu the flchl— many 
of them in blue a]irons» and almost all with a pair of 
bright sdSiOrs peeping out of their breast or waisieoat- 
pockets---lt is equally clear, from tbe same iudex-tabiM, 
are merrily present as spectafors, and with no purpose 
whatever of pusohMug^ unkss we mm m very low 
iiideea* OueW just trid 

man ybnder that no is not m wimt of veal : 
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(BAMBMS'g fiDtNBtJttOtt SOVmkU 


' ho has, /« fiia, heon limlling thAt flnc fot of calmi- / Ji4r ttijj in raftnl, «p(l *h#t raoreovef a sum of atont 
pulUiiK wt V^t^S ey^Hf looking into hiOOfOtHf chaii/fos bitnds tiipre weekljrf tho tierce ana 

thoir niouihis, ttwl foeHrig 3ieir «houlacirs and loins— pw>tr/inteil resistance opposed to abolition jsls 1>y 

froin more Intblt and cunoslty t lio asks, nwertheless, the oWic authorities at once ^sumcs a natural and 
w hat would be about the fi^re to anybody tlftit really IntoUigible aspeel and chnnu^ler. 

M anted tlH*ii** Th© auiwrerln a curt, indifferent tone— The time for closing tho market on Mondays is 
fv)r just at tho hlOiUOlit the salesman is alnn>si entirely twelve o*elock, ^ after which earls, wagon'^, and otlicr 
ahsorbid in ft conversation with ft friend I’olativo to the veliicles may pass through; hut it is usually two or 
weather— ncrfbetlv astounds the ouestionor, and he throe hours lateir l)eihre husinOsb is entirely over, and 


reiimiB add examines the animal^ just as lie market-day. Swipe es[)(^ally* which arti\c later than 
says to And out what ou earth there can 1m? about sheep and oxen, may be scon in every gradation of 
them to W'arrant the dt^mand of such a preposterous jioreine existence, ft‘oni lUo huge bacon hog to the 
price, and flimlly makes an oAIt. 'I'he salesman’s ‘ No * milk-fed Smioeent whoso roasted bucculcneo h.is been so 
is q[uick and emphatic; another bid is maile, the sales- unctuously celebrated by Charles Ijamb, panting intlieir 
man relaxes somewlial in both figure and fice, and expowl jiens beneath tho rays of the noontide sun, m 
ultiirtutely tlje buyer— * the more quickly should ftnotber scarcely -diminiRhod numbers. Tlie donkiyaiid lK»rsc 
ho handling the calves -extends his right 1 mud, ojams market is on Friday only : the first eom<* tally, but 
it, niKl presents it to the balesinan, at the same time the * ’os'?cs,* w'hicli are ‘strawed*— that is, whicli have a 
naming his last offer. 'I'lie salesman ponders for an hunch of stmw tied to their manes and tails as a token 
instant, recognises that it h the imrchasei’s final >vord, tlmt the i>ropnetor is open to n reaboniilde offer— do 
strikes his own palm, into tho others, and it is aeon- not arri\e till two o’clock, by whieli time the dumind 
cludtjid irrev<K?nble bargidn by custom of the market, for beef and mutton is snpiMiscd toboo\<r. 'riu‘ din 
Thp salesman’s account-book and tlu‘ buyei’s scissors and hubbub at about the time of tli<* bors< -ui.u'k( t, 
ftt^e out and open tho ne\r moment: the purchaser’s causcil by the shouts and eries of gin«;er-la(r, oyshT, 
name and the price lie is to jiay are dowoi in black mul whip, .and other vendors of misci Uamous products 


white, and his initials or some other iK'OulidP mark are 


Hi! hi!’ of the donkey-dealer whilst t‘\hi- 


ci|t on the Inur of the hind - quarter of the cahtN, biting the merits of lii*< unim:tK--thc cracking of 
Iltindreds upon hundreds of such hargaiiib are effectwl whips aiul trotting of horses ui> ami down imiot be 
long before the masa of Londoiierb, wliose iippetites are lieaid to be fhlly apiireeiated ; (‘oiibtitnting, as they do, 
thus catered for, art* out of their beds. 'Hie skill of n denfeniiig uproar and tumult, eompare<l with wbidi 
the buyer csiUHists cliiefly in bis l>eing able to gucbb the Boise and rattle of Fleet Street at its husiist hour 
correctly at tho weight of the animal, which it is said of the day sinks into insignificance. There anv of course, 
many* of them can do wiihiii a btoiie even of the largcbt horses of every degree of value sold in SiUitfiflold. and 
heists. The npoiU of the newbp.atK*rs that l>cei and bargains may doubtless be pii ked up there occaKionally ; 
Hint Urn fetched bo mut4i ixt stone, sinking the offal, but Jt is not a pla(‘e in wbi(‘h an amateur in horse-fh sh 
pork so much jier 8(on., ncord merely giu ss-pnees ; Khould iry his ^preiiUcv-bMiid at purchasing. 11 there 
mdther U*a&ts, sluep, nor sw me being actually sold by is one Uiing that eamiot be sucecssfuUy aKsiimotl, it is 


weight. The inst.anl a Imllttck or t'ow is purchasinl, tho 
hair of the animars tad cut off; if othor^^isc, a few 


that of being a judge of horse qualities in the presence 
of a Smithfic*ld dealer. However w lively and cautioubly 


of tho hairs im* pulled out and tied round the tail, you may' utter sentetitlous deprtxdations of the animal 
These are signs to pureimberH that the animnlii are after, ns you think, the exact manner of the really 
disposed of, and prevents tlu'ir being uii i<?cessaiily knowing ones, he will dot e<‘t with unerring i!..ag.ujt\ 
ImndUal, or bubiiiess* men from wasting tlUdr time the mnoccnce of your heart in yourspiechor Jook; 
liiineecsRnrily iu contemplation of their beauties, the price will be adjusted to y'our (‘apaeity wdih mai- 
Sheep, the instant tw'O bands have struck a bargain vellous readiness; and you may fully deiicnd tii.il 
o^ er ihom, are ruddled with tho buyer’s mark. when the bargain i« Rlruc’k, another gueb'^-sort-of-uiiinul 

One pi*culiarliy of this market ih. that the salosmaii than the liorso you hu\e purebnsed has biHiu sold. It 
is not permitted to take money directly from the pur- you doubt the t mill of this, make the experiment : ome 


ciiaser of beasts or alieep. ’J’berc* are five market- 
banks, and into cue of these the amount agreed upon 


will quite sufllccx 

In this brief sketch of the* great liOiidon cnttle- 


|s paid ; and when the seller has nseort, lined that thi^ market, many incidents and XH*culiarities which give it 
is done, the animals aro delivered and driven off, life and colour must neecssurily be omitted ; but llu 
This custom is said to luive originated in n desire to temporary visitor to the nietiotwhs may rest asMired 
protect the distnht iiroprictor of stock from being dc- that a visit to these scones, soon to boeomc matters of 
fhiud^ of any portion of tho piic(* realised; but tho hUtory only, wSU he amply repaid by what lie wrill 
real pniimsi* appears to Ihj the prevention of frauds Witness tliere. In conclusion, we may remark, that 
on the city -tolls, which lire, on all sheep sold, 2d. jicr ahhougli every ikissiblo eapediont has been adoptetl to 
H<*orc, and on all boasts, Is. «tl. p<*r scon*. These pay- insure the orderly imd merciful management of the 
nients can only be deninuclod of non-f5rocinen — cltlxeus market^ there can still lx* no question tb.it its restrk*u*d 
of toidoa who Jj^ave lakou up their freedom lieing siwiv in tho heart of a crowded city, tlu* wiuit of corn- 
exempt. TIjo charg** fhr shOep or calf pens is Is. each; mocUous lairs for unsold stock, the close and fetid 
enti^ of sftlo of horsi h, 4d. cacqi ; of pigs, 4d. per score, holes and cornerb in which theaninuils aro slaughtered, 1 1 
The boosts and calves ate Id. each ; of horses, 2d. and the ilanger and ineouvcftlepco nocesMirily att(*iidant I 


The tiesof boosts and calves ate Id. each ; of horses, 2d. and the ilanger and ineouvoftlepco nocesMirily att(*iidant 
e.'icb. Thn duty on hay is Cd. per loo*!, and Id* eacji upon driving such immeiuie numlH*ra of honicil eatth* 
entry of' SW» Strow^ id. OftcU entry of sale. Tltcpc through populous and narrow thoroughlVires, fully 
being no chftrgeoi^ the solo of hprSOs, wlkcys, or swine, justify parliament in enforcing its removal. Tho new 
the bank-m(^ of piiyhmt with rsgord to dealings in market is to be sitUAtod at not less ihnu (Ivo miles 
thorn is not eufonood; thftt, os a doalor nwreonaliy ftom XfOndon. TIus in itself will no doubt bo a great 
informed us, < A hilduuwtchiMl m soils a pig, a*0ss, ora olpinge for tho lx*tter ; yet it may not: be amiss to 
moke, dTAVtgshtsitt^lj^ tho tiMi, find it*ShotiiMk to rmnark, that ihc dangor of eruolty to the animals 
IkkIv.’ The tails mi rfuoS hAyo boon udmotod thmsolves, of which wo have hogra so muchr will Iw 

in the govorutuont hU| now motropoiitan railior incrensod than illmlnUilied hy ilio change, inas- 

market, and must,' in fWsjtoWllO If Bhtithfleld, oquhl tho ntnloh as tlm supervision a jealous, entagoiilstic 
itivciufo^ ofhal^aidosiph Oormflb Dcar^ |i«bljd Oxercises upon f^uiitldtctd will lie to a gr(*at 


I ■ cyxteat Vi'thdr)iiwii.-,:.';3tt 

/' natjpii to pfoturPi^ Jffiplf anliiaa® 

/ bat^red to ih$J^m^^ 

poor beaPtitMfiiii the the hlo#» 

I be dealt in a diirk ^llar or in 
abattoir. It is a' deteitaS® 
jiutteci ; and'especiaUy % the diBCOTery of 

clilorpfcnii, science lias afiTo^ed hy pieans of 

which the necessary taking awity of anlnial life can be 
cliixncd without the ipfiiotJon of; a brutal 

mode ought hot to be p^tsi,s|^;& Kahy /practical' 
eyebrows will donfetea at the suggestion. 

It is one, nevhrthele^t ^ willtiUi— 

mately force upon relucthht^;^^ and the 

C^hclty Prevention pot act more clh- 

dently in tlieir humane vocation than in urging its 
early adoption. ; ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ; 

STOJIY OF DUNC^VN OHISHOLM. 

, SoRin recent iiarlianientary papers embody the story of 
a remarkable adept at deception, and so u,sefuV is the 
moral that may be drawn from the perusal pf this 
lialf-droll, , half-meluncholy case, that we depart froiii 
our ordinary custom in not noticing matters of state 
concern. Wo present the story pretty much as it has 
been ably condensed from thcorigimd * blue-book’ by a 
clover nortbeni newspaper.* 

Those who vrerc faiiiiliar with the pretty little town 
of Inverness five - and - twenty, or, it may be, thirty 
years ago, must reinemVer the hero of this stor}'. 
llnncan Chisholm, says our parliamentary authority, 
seemed at that time to be about thirty years of age. 
He was somewhat slender in person j ius stature was 
of the middle size — or, to bo more specific, he siotid 
about livc-feet-nine in his boots; his shoulders were 
high, liis complexion sallow; and it was particularly 
remarked that he seldom looked anyone in thefmro. 
For Ins dress, he affecjicd a blue snrtout, a black 
waistcoat, pantaloons, and abut. He unitcxl the some- 
wliat incongruous vocations of a solicitor and dealer in 
leatlicr. Between these two iwofessions it was fated 
tliat liimcan Cliisholm should fhll to the ground ; hi 
plain terms, ho found liis way into the list of ‘seciucs- 
trations’ in the Gazette. Oil becoming kankrupt, be 
clandestinely left Inverness, and could not Ixj found, 
altliough a reward of fifty guineas was ofTcred for his 
apprehension. • 

Yciirs rolled b}", but no tidings were heard of , the 
vanished solicitor. By majiy he was believed to have 
been long dead and buried, when suddenly a^ rumour 
reached Inverness that lie was yet alive and well. 
Many and stiff were the tumblers of toddy that were 
drunk that night in the capital of the Ilighlands, in 
discussing the credibility of a report whicli affirmed 
that the broken-down ieathcr-seller rof Clacti-na-cuddm 
was now, under anutlieniame, a man of fortune, high 
in office in jiubiin Cafitle, a dispehser of nmgnilicent 
chayities, the cpunsellor;*^ ^ftatesmen, the. instructor of 
parliaments. Even ^ it. when cIoWjiy iiittestipncHi, 
Mr George Mathews office in Ireland 

confessed his identity with Puttcah CliislK^n^ the 
bf law and leather 

obuld not be, he tbjid t bp; ; trahsmirj|iati«ib 

.Erilis^ufj': in ' ,bf ' febt, '.hp: rbse;ib.;>bp^^ 

: sergeant.' He wih'.re^iilf^ ^grade aftlr'a mw:; 

months, only to 

stoffrmilita^ -clerk; m ofilce at i^btiin; 

; about 18fiBv ;he nia^ a clprk into 

thp Irish Tithe Ofltee. 3&tv^i yeara uf^twardt l^^ 

■ oi^ioted secret^, 

in Mtldah' 


I I)onum>'mi(l of closeted 

.contixiJHng and i 

/ to London ^ when tJio Iz^sli , 00eimhen t 

piifampd * a Itseful witness ’ to stop the Ihputh 0? a 
ri^UoKs^e committee.' ^ 

I ; . ' ^upcess could searcoly fall to provoke 

I ' The 'Irish government were duly 

infobife& of \th:e Highla^ antecedents of their fbj-'tu^ 

I nate sind^ particularly rciiupsted to sexs that 
his accomits werb vouched and audited. The 

Jiint was taken— a boanl of inquiry was app<iinted by 
Earl de Grey, the viceroy of the day ; but that board 
reported that Buiican Chishbim, a/ms G Mathews, 

‘ w^as a public servant of imimpcaehable . integrity ; ’ 
and Under-Secretary Lucas was instructed; to convey 
toithe much-maligned gentieman the lord-Uentenant’s 
opinion that he had been * completely and honourably 
aitquitted of every charge afiTecting his pbafacter/ 
This was in the spring of 38'li\ An acquittal so em- 
phatic seems to have silenced complaint if it did not 
remove suspicion; and it is not until after seven 
years have passed that the attention of the Irish 
govenimcnt is again drawn by Mr Sadleir, the member : 
for Carlow, to the proceedings of Mr Chisholm , or 
Mathews. Mr Sadleir’s letter goes over the old field, 
and breaks some new ground ; but Lord Clarendon 
sees iiotbing in the statement to shake his fiiU confi- 
dence in the verdict of 184^, and pronounces, tliere- 
fore, that ‘any new inquiry would be unfair towards 
Mr Mathews, and is uncalled for on any public ground.’ 
Mr Sadleir returns to the cliarge, which he enforces by i 
at kast one strong piece of evidence ; but still Lord 
Clarendon will not Ik) moved, and the member for Car- 
low then retires discomfited from the lists. 

But Duncan Chisholm had made to hirtipelf enoniies 
more imphic^abie than any ]>olitical aflVcrsary. By tbp i 
jmtronago which he lavished on the sinidl religious sect 
of whose tabernaxdc he was a pillar, ho had roused the 
hatred of some other sects of nearly the same persua- 
sion, AVlieu once thoroughly excited, the thmlo- 
(jkum never dies, never tires, never reUnits. Tiic deteo 
tiou which had baffled successive viceroys, secretjirics, 
and statesmen, w^as at length accomplislied by the 
persevering enmity — ‘ the patient w^atch and vigil 
long* — of two or three’ dissenting ministors who dif- 
fered froni Mr Dunuaii Chisholm on certain recpiidite 
l)oint8 of doctrine. The charges against Isim were once 
more renewed — another commission of. inquiry w/is 
appointed ; but before it could begin its:ja?>piirs the 
accused had admitted his guilt by an ignorainious 
flight. The whole mystery w'as now at an end, arid the 
twelve years’ oflicial career of this man, for whqstfi 
‘ unimpeachable integrity ’ two lords - lieutenants had 
stood willing sponsors, was proved to have been one 
contiuiied tissue of crime ami imposture, Thetimpunt 
of public money which ho liad pturidertid by fr^ud arid 
forgery does npt exactly appear, but it must have bcen ’ 
large— and the daring way in wiiicli he oflected his piL : 
hige is not a little remarkable. 

We have said that he was a shiriirig light iii a petiy 
relig;iou8 bcxly, ! This was a sect describing itself .as 
‘Trihltiirlimi Tresby holding what axe iheolrigir 

caUy'cHlleajmn-subscrlbin priuciides-^that Is^re^ rig 

subscription to any creed, cmfibssion, catechism, or other 
formulary as a test or emotion of admk|sk>n into the 
minisielNal opccv^^, Only of 

a fevr scanty cox^gi^^tioils, se»8 early to have presented 
itself to carrying 

1 on liis,;robb^rii>f gratified; at the;.;.. 
.same '.IriS' 

the;' "^pne- strokovbf -Ms ■ pem 

■;te ^mlsidonanes 




by pArlianimt^ ond^paid # 
i« tM rnii^^onwibs 




will 

‘■: purse thuati^EaMTNfets# 

:::bishop;vi]||||l;':|»d''lii^ 

bf Mif ;: Hb ibubd m^ionarles iu be 

tbW'head ' 

} • 'tov 

boldpi^^ the tr^tioti uf a misapuary- 

^ ChiisihoUji liext erected a pres- 

P^bytery of Munster,’ says the parliu- 
Uaeht lpi^ri * was (abated, in 1840 , into a separate body 
in Irelaiid, by Mr Matheiiri^ 
f thedium through which he contemplated appfb- 
; to his (^n man and trust sundry 

rhdds l^ l^th to the ^vemmeht and the Pres- 
CSiurch, as well as to carry out other fraudulent 
inteit^ous^’ In these int^ he so for succeeded that ; 
he gUuM to 1 ^ pai^^ 6 ver,lkotn the public exchequer to | 
the pretended a^^^ of this new body a sum of L. 4220 > 
Whi&was Wt out name of him- 
self and two others, apparently his ereatu]*ea< 

Se^ltt 4 now a presbytery endowed by the state, and as 
he had formerly provided it with imaginary mission- 
MeSf ab he now prbetH 3 cle^^ endow it with imaginary 
libraries. a stroke of his all-powerful pen he pre- 
vailed on parliament to grant the sum of £. 1590 , 13 s. 
for a ‘Presbyterian Congregational Fund Library,’ 
which never had any existence in this sublunary sphere. 
How the grant was spent is not clearly ascertained, 
but of course the inventor had his due share. One 
hundred pounds are shewn to have gone in paying the 
expenses ^^^r Buncan Cliisliolm and his first spouse 
In %lainptt to linden. ’ 

accjompany the parliamcmtafy jmper any 
of the profligacy of this enor- 
mous ipgUC'^his personation of dead men, his personi- 
ftcatioti of men who never lived, his foisting his own 
relatives into the pension-list, his defrauding the deserv- 
ing poor their littlo pittan^^ his placing on one 
cfutrStahle fbnd ‘ no less than thirty-two persons, all of 
whi^ii with afc few exceptions, are or wore nujinbers of 
flic COfig^ation of his own presbytery.’ Imperfect as 
Is the outline which we have sketched, it may serve at 
;teiu^ to moral of this extraordinary 

■ h 53 tbtyr^ first place, the fatal fsciliiy 

with wldoh the (dbak of religions pretension can be 
; assumed as a screen Ibr the vilest rascality ; and to 
the second place, the necessity for an 
Im^^t and thoroufidi pu^tion of fho subordinate 
Of Bublin C^st^^^ a monstrous and 

npudtni system of de^ as that daily practised 
. 1 ^^ shomd luive escaped detection for 

years- la a disgrace 'to the execu-' 
tlv^ ;i|i§ may be said to sliake confidence in that vciy 
the whole red-tapist systto I \ 

wpi^': ^of :'''thiiB''-'.cUaiii\that tkdmm 

.a .cfi^tinnous- stream from- thnpress,: 

: 0.eca?*-' 

. -....A, l^j;th'erc is'o^disfih- 

'.tliinugit, some - 
'-to ;.drea^' 




^ ubwheforo us ; ♦ bu^^independently 

on^^S^-of. the author, ' 
a pit^eal ooduaihtduf^ With the power 

::'thi:'' human:: iimrustations 

of bohWUnxdidiam. .^hls knowledgoM^^^ has 

repeatb^^^^ of bur own readers ; 

In aketeheSii of Ihe manners of tb#upper 

hfiddle blassoa 0 ^ more especially, 

Who live In ^0 more distingul<*bed kind^ of oountry- 
hemses^ % the the French, 

tfce ti'fiWa^dt A Cup wid 

the Lip,^ rofbrs: of eourse tp^ theipro^erbial i slips’ that 
odcur so frequently betwi^n our wishes and their 
expected fruition, the book, in fret, is in great pan a 
record of disappointed hopes ; but around the principal 
group of cliaiucters there is thrown a philosophical 
iiiterbst apart from tlm mere ^ventures tiiat form the 
staple of romance. Tlio herbino receives the Spanish 
name of Dolores, in testimony of the disappointment of I 
her parents on seeing the free of a ftmiale baby, instead 
of the male they had hoped; for, come to share in their 
poveny. The description ; of the first abode of tlse 
parents, afrer they enter upon the scene, is in itself a 
curious picture, and will he interesting to those who 
have looked with surjaise at certain low, round, pdd-^ 
looking structured along tlie coast, called Maricllo 
Towers, appearing like pieces of solid n^onry 

‘Our readers have probably seen those singular-look- 
ing defences on the coast, now used as stations for the 
prcvenil ve-scrvice sailbrs ; but possibly some may not be 
aware, that at the close of the war tliey were inhabited 
by the officers^ of the coast-guard, and occasionally by 
their families : better and more commodlotis dwellings 
have been since then erected for them, one of which, 
with its flag* Btaif afid picturesque group of seamen 
about it, forms quite a pJ’ctty object on the summit of 
the white rock at Haatings. The lower part of the 
tower, appropriated to Mr >1 evil’s men, was a magazine 
of arms and poWdedr. You cUtered the singular abode 
by means of a slmrt ladder. The upper part was 
divided itt lialves-*-one of tlie divisions being appro- 
priated to the men, tlie other to their officer. j 

‘ Tlie home of the Nevils consequently consisted of 
only two rooms, each in the form of a quadrant ; the 
sitring-robm reGeivc <1 a faint, imperfect light from a 
narrow loophole facing the sea; the bedroom had only 
a borrowed light from the men’s compartment of the 
tower. On first coming from the glare of smishino, it 
was almost impoisible to see, even in the room blessed 
with a loophole I but by degrees, as the eye beenmo 
actrnstem^ to tiie Obl^ grew more distinct, 

and the few pe<^lb, ^Who visit&l Hevil’s quarters were 
then made aware tliii woman’s taste and ingenuity 
himl given the (lark, BmsdVapartment an air of copifort, 
i and almost elegoi^. The caijKst was bright-eolqiired, 

} adapted to catch ^anty gleam Of light that visited 

lit; the chairs pretty shapes. Close 
to the lo<^holb' wiM^ ^ A couch cqver^ with a bnJlianfc 
cliifitk bn wldch 

with l^, afria'Uttlo was thb 

sjwt dedicated to harp stocid 

:Iu-thb'':;shatp:;Cbflier There' wem' ' 

I'iObk^iJves well fihed;|,andtSt:-|p'tto^ the.' centre a ' , 

■'lyase- of:b^utiful fidWcrsi'.'k/li^a . wo^basket,' writing- 

\;‘''3!$^'::W€9;e:.ai.so ' 

: .|hti'b§|^ancy ■ She: 

small fib|^'Oml|iaa'S Othoir nafiMcOl' '' 

can 





i;)o1orc9 is born in a pleasanter homo than this ; tmt 
the murder of her fatlier throvB a shade upon the 
spirits of the fjupaSHji and after this is disp^led hf 
time, the manias of her aunt^ ond^ other &mUy cala* 
niitios — ^for this was indeed one«^hreaks up the circle. 

< “ Mamma,’* said Dolores, as tbateyeningrthef satin the 
dim fire-light alone, wondor people think a'weddiiig 
a liappy event 1 Aunt Katie’s was (pilte a break-up to 
all our merriment, llovr we used to lauj^t in tho fire- 
light, and now we are so grave and q[uiet ! Everything 
and everybody changed by it: Grandpapa* is quite 
cross when he talks of it, thougli he wished my aunt to 
marry; granibnamma looks older and .sadder sever 
hi nee; Mr Marsh is grown dull; you have no con- 
Jjdentc uonv but your poor Dolores ; and dear Flossy 
has never been wcU from that time. All this discom- 
fort comes lh>m what people call a ^ ha])py event.”* 

I'his Dolores was somewhat plain in lier person ; but 
‘lier intellect was, literally speaking, beautithl. She 
was hiji^ly imaginative, but liod a sufficient sense of 
the ludfrrouM to prevent the romance of her (‘haracter 
ever b('t raying her into absurdity. Without being tho 
least senlimcntul or “ missy” in manner, her poetical 
taste infused a eeriain sentiment into the actions of her 
evCry-day life. She was perhaps too grave and thought- 
ful for her age ; but that might l>o accounted for by 
the deep sorrow in which her infancy had been cherished 
— by tlio tears that had often steeped her infant pillow. 
If, liowever, she laughed less than Flora did, she was 
more frequently the cause of laughter in others by her 
quaint sayings and wild fancies, by her prc'tty half-real, 
half-piuyful superstitions, and by the originality of her 
humour, which nevertheless tended less to mirth than 
to melancholy. She \^a8 so warm-hearted that it was 
iiupf)ssible not to love her ; yet fow entirely apiireciatcd 
her. JNIrs Ne\ilwaa well e<lue.atod and sensible, but 
the mind of her daughter was l)cyond the comprehen- 
sion or sympathy of lior own ; and when Dolon*8 ven- 
Inreil to ri'veal her fresh, original, and sometimes erring 
o])iulons to her luotlier, she was checked and silenced 
by the eonvimt^onal reproof or startliKi exclamation of 
ainrm that met her confidence* Aunt Katie understood 
her bt'tter, and in many points sympathised with her; 
but ( \itherine*s mind v us rather elegant than profound, 
rather brillmnt tJiaii comprehensive, and tlUTofore in 
liCT even Dolores could not find all she sought. She 
was tiuis ilriven to hold more silent communing with 
her own thoughts than is perhaps good for any one. 
Jler opinions and faneies, cherished in silonce, and 
ne\er combated by tlioso of others, grew strong and 
obstinate, and but for a natural tenderness of disiwsi- 
tion would have given her im unfeinlnitK^ degree of 
self-reliance. As it was, she hiul gn»tit confidence in 
herself: there was nothing Dolores would not have 
fea)‘l(>SBly attempted ; and this dauntless reliance on her 
own lowers frequently insured Imt succi»ss. Hho liked 
overcoming difficulties, or trying to overcome them; 
and the nicutnl toil and self-dcvelopmimt in wlficli she 
was continually engaged took all weariness from her 
quiet ukkIo of ]^e, and rendered her as unsasoeptible of 
girlish day-dreams of love aud lovers as Shakspoare’s 

** Fair rostol throned by the west,” * 

The interest of tho yqung laily is excited by a very 
tall and welMooking young man, with a deep, rieh 
voi<*e, and that expression o4‘ molanoholy which vs com- 
monly said to bo so hiteresting to tlio softer sex. 
Walter Livingstouo lias all tho advnntagi*s of person 
and fortune which form whal is calLod in tlio wodd a 
good match ; but although suffideutly partial to female 
bocioty, and to that of Dolores in particular, ha appears 
to liave no tlioughi of mmying. He hovers, however, 
round ths poor gblf^aod vii^out any idea 0^ ervon 
triffingwith^hof. ongege* hor in ehrres|KMidonoe^ and 
yields as if by mtuit^ to 4 
no result hat disappouitmoiit and mis^* Wkam is 


astonished ; but her perplexity reaches its height upon 
a conTersation held between them at a time of family 
calamity and excitement which has draif n them into 
oenfidehthd familiarity. , The occasion is the elopement 
of Aunt }mio’s unworthy husband. 

^Dolozns stole softly to his side, andforafbw instants 
neither spoke. There was something solemn aud 
silencing in the scone before them : the quiet oxponso of 
mighty tranquil waters ; the dark sky, with ita myriads 
pf cold, bright stars ; and the hymn, meant to be trium- 
phant, but which had nevertheless a strain of^ mouru- 
Mness in its quaint melody. At last tho voices died 
away, and Livingstone turned towards her : she could 
not see the expression of his face, but she ihuciod that 
ho was agitated, and she hastened to deliver her incs- 
sJge, atldingi as she ended it : “ This is a sad Christmas- 
evo, Mr Livingstone. 1 wonder if tlirough all England 
there is any one at this moment more miserable tlian 
poor Aunt Catherine.” 

‘ She was startled by his catching her hand and ex- 
daimhig vehemently : “Yes, Dora, / am!** 

“You, Mr Livingstone?” 

“ Ay ; a curse has foUow(*f1 mo from my birth, and 
will rest on mo till those quiet slurs shall sliine upon 
my gravel” 

“A curse!” 

‘*Ay ; one that I must kct»p hidden within my own 
soul— one that cannot Ix) alleviated by sympathy I Jf 
I wore to toll it to you — oven you, tender and truthful 
as your spirit is, would shrink fh>m mo in fear ajid 
ho*Tor ! ” 

“Surely no I I never could fool fear or horrckr of 
you.” 

“You could— you would! Dub this is not a lime to 
harass you with ii now tale of tho wo this wretched 
earth Injars upon its bosom, (rood-niglit, Dora! When 
you pray for yourself and Cathoriao, pray also for 
Walter Livingstone.” 

‘lie grasped her hand in his, and pressed it earnestly 
— then turned again towaKls the window, shrinking 
boliind the curtaiii-fokl, us if desiirous to hide the pas- 
sionate emotion that shook liis frame. Dolcm^s remained 
stiipificd: there was terrible anguish in tho tone in 
which his wild wonis were uttori‘d. She longed to 
comfort him — to implore him to confide in her — to trust 
to her sympathy and her silence ; but a feeling of sliy- 
noss stoic over her, aud she could not utter one woid 
lieyond the timid and tearful “ Goodmight,” with which, 
after an instant's pause, she loft him.' 

Tho pondorings of Dolores upon this singular text— 
the hold taken of her heart by the image of her 
unhappy friend — the longing that arose within her to 
soothe and comfort him — aU may n*adily be conceived, 
for they belong to tho ordinary routino of a generous 
wOuiaidy passion. Wo cannot follow the story, how- 
ever, oven sufficiently to break tho wildness of the 
conception ; but Walter Livingstone is insane^ and 
luiows tliat he is so ! lb would have been well for 
him if l)is illusions, which wens of a harmless and 
poetical kind, had extended thnsughout his whole life ; 
but unfortunately they occurred only at rare intervals, 
and in tho wiiolo lucid space between ho bad tlie 
horrible conviction tliat ho was a mddman. 

Anotlier lover appears upon tho seen©— the cousin of 
Livingstone; and in him tlio fiimily disoaso assumes a 
new fbrni, odd receives another name. Tho one lius an 
imsound mind, and tlie other a depraved heart ; and 
in to contrast betwuea to insanity of the iiUellcet 
and that of tho afibetions lies to philosophy of tho 
work. Lmngtttone is stripped of his property, ^d 
goaded into accesses ot to malady by bis cousin;^ 
and this jives rise to to exliibitioa of fcmintae de^p- 
tlon in a strange and original tom. Dolores^ yhp ito 
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forwxl, hotrovor, from li«f ptAteetion, and immured in pawon «)» mlKht l>« preparing or wuhing to play them 
a madlioiwei from Wluth (fri^aaliy he makeh l»a »« pnpjtrtal joke, and would, to my gunt dtliAt, 

tmatie! wboronpon iftie detwnumee, tf tlioro eliould fattto « Iheto m w»ce-iw»jt han^moly and m lull 
proTu to he 00 orttot ntmaa df itt»w»phtW5<t lx* pmr- fcr a)l ^rourt ahotit to he receoeA It a as, h"a*»ei, 
iKWfe to (dre tlwM a leRal otaun to the gwdiantiup impoanhle for me to anwi th^. They too will km w 
hr leeriWiw hint' Harwd lidpod Inm on thue iar, k,t the frieninm«M of my diewwtlon—eeemg what nimy 
the tea<w Winnie the eUwy tor luiniM.If romjw gHd gamholg we bed together, Imtb by day and 

anIrt'mf&S Sotw it^e'^SI^ Nitum thu’e Kw on. 

m inlwj with Jlelono m the d iye of ha povoi ty, i* ^ ojo-TW/iem KuU, m lie tmr 

hue nptto ot nfakim? lur an offa of hts hmd, after *''”*•* CA»»»wt^t 


Iau<fhinif, and askiiiff qucistions nud sininj? 
*ii dtiiea not wprmiy’ tlirough half a ^oluino, >cr} 
irtgenltm'« ‘ The i»Uwc '''fls ncfordiiicfly lured, and tlio 
d(iy fived foi thwr <lopartun tioui London Mtgor 


TIITi VPNAL S\NCTlIARVe 

Vi Tlir m JAMES OIIBOaNt t.yo^s, u T> 

•While m om clitmhM » the place f)rthe poor» 1 ink ihi^ 


gi^ImjisoaM'ia muih dwtics^U on learning tin ir intent 

U. «e1lwl lV.Utrr-« MWliri/ ^ * * Admit thtt lltlt Illlt tlHtC a pOOl JC!«t nil h 1 


ilon ht, eilUd tYiry nioimng, asked Dolores ‘‘Whcic ’^\„krk mi, 
she hkod best to live •* ’ and answeicd liei reply niva- «rd«%vc sn t him 
imbly b> the ebservatum **thut it did not snnnfy !” iM JUi 


' : She grow onite nsal lo this daily mtciiogs.torv, and at 
last seiumciy heeded it, but the di> hi ton they lift 
town a nioro dcLism proot ot his intcnst vns iou<h- 
sstid her Ik ( nm tarlicr than usud, and, ifui 
" Hulking for aoin ‘ little Innc in a and lisii ion- 

noetyfl roanmi tluui vas his wont, dniv /tom In'* 
:i jjotkot a wry splendid hhgiff card use, iiul asked 
' Jlkdous to look at it Shi iMiniimd md i(lniin*d if 
<‘01i, hul iqnmit-pri^ o,Kn it, and look it the 
(aids, Miss Nevil ’* 

*Slu cQmphed, and md Mi h Simpson, * engrned 
on tluii sm<ioth suHau lULlitr pu/rlid, she looked 
up mquiruviy nt her uunpnuou he (olound i {„ood 
deal, Ittiigbod slioepisld^ , and asketl “ Do you likt it - 
eh» Oiif*' 

**YW, it IS a very pretty eiie, and tin cords aio 
voiy we«*” 

*‘Kh — yes^t should si> ’ very me e, ih» U looks 
W<*11 Simpson tlii*’^ And drowin^jf out a imd 

, he examined it as if it wire some lau work of art, 
ending ius uispeetion by the nervous laugh he fllna>s 
fiiund difficult to Bto|i, and in winch in sjuU ot all her 
eiforts to be giave, Dolores now joined 
‘‘Veiygood,” he sud at last, *‘siry {„ood— e ipitd, 
isirtit/ Quite m> own idea nobody ever thought ol 
before, eh---eh ^ ” 

Of what ? asked Doia greatly mystlfie d 
“Why— ih! to bo sUie, you undeist iiid \ on ’ll 
keep the eard-( i,s< it is /ot ipa And, cliauncd at 
; hiS oiyn sagacity in this ingenious mode ot pnqKising, 
ave way to anotlier extiaonlmary Inust oi 
Igtta^tcr/ 

JtttORtlT Oir TAMINO ANJfM VI S 
We haw n 6 * direct means o( dmnmjt tht ‘why and 
heeauie^ of ceiMnn piodUeetions and prejudices obsei vable 
in buds atid eihei annuals \V e daily see ui tions among 
tiiew fir whi^ W® cannot in anv way aeiount 1 Ims, far 
tnsiancie^ if a dog tnkr a loom tuU of louiwanj, 3 ou sh dl 
pieseptiy obs* i>e him make a careAil tpui of the aiautment, 
at one and th< n at another of the assembled 
I Towards some his tail will be seen to wbg sviih 

: trolV f^ptam of kindliness and good will , whilst to* 
wards othyire he will, with tad deflected, shew unmistak 
able sigiMI of fuepicdon, peihups ot disgust. Depend upon 
It the animal*! ail^inmeut is larely at fapU 1 woiild 
I wdliMly bi gmdeijl hy suolk a Mautm dusi so is it wdh 
' (he aath«red iM. $m^ masUirt and mi|tt«sies can 
rieier tame ihgif ^0 on terms of 

iiitiinaej Thb eapae is xre no feoimgs 

of afeetm ki oommSih hdiwm *hstn They do noi low 
then birds^ T*** f* assuredly 


SI. (( IS IIKItK IS I, > Is lj(L tinil 1 tObUWith US ilJlIf 111 
ordosve so i hint * htand thuu thcio, orsit hiiL untci in> f t 
sIchI' - Jt jht JUi Mtihop Ut 0 

• 1 Vf jU bnu*! i PUi B mcluaiits unto <l 1 ition 

litUi (/f \v I 11 


1 rnon the hallow <d giound that boro 
AChiistian teuipl* tnll and prmd, 

\\ hmi it each aide and latty doi i 
Went sizesining in a ^roi^cous ri n>d 
A welcome day bid all 11 j nee 
\ tan and anuciit fesiiviik 
And the glad oigan*ri mighty soice 
Shook the strong roof and (lutlue w ill 

1 nil many a token niAikcd tin f 1 1 
M hoie uch and high behivc is n (cl, 
llte sacred lolunii cl thpi I in ,„ol 1, 

J he (ostly lobe, anti diowsv sc ir 
Piie*<t, people, altar, ihniutl, < h n, 

Aich, column, window, poidt, uid ^ it( 

I hat aiii})]i fane, fioui iiultvio spin, 

] iked solemn all and < ilmlj ^tc it 

Ilut mark* An old and wean man, 

A sti anger clad * in raiment iih ’ 
ith iaihiig steps and featiius wan, 

'Went totieiiiig up the fair biuid anli 
Ihiy cist htni out, uh» faithless iini ' 

Ou some lu Ic belli h unseen— uiikU , 

Com leted in (/ icf hour and pi u c * 

Oi a lean puise and thrcadbuie eo it * 

\ ei * and if He, who saved the 1 ist, 

M(od fainting on tint haughty tloii, 
Aiia3ed m weeds of little < >sl, 

Aleck as lie sou;.ht oui wuild bifoic 
In spite of woids whuh none rnit,,ht bl inic, 
Ana works of goodness fiiely done, 
that sordid post of wiong and shame 
Would greet— JaiiovAii^H omi Son 

Oh for a piophet’s topgue or pen 
lo warn the giefit m wealth and 1 nth 
"iV ho build ilieir f»od a house, and then 
Plant there tJie meanest pomps 1 f c nth 
lo brand that ihitrch which spuins the jnor 
1 10 m eiery lam and lennl jfiew, 

Wheio ‘ clothed m puinle* hud scemo 
To kneel or sleep— the lordly few ' 

(jiie me the shed, low, bate, and plain, 
Where lo>e and humble tiuth abide^ 

Ikaihor than ^arth^s thost noble fune, 

Ihifiled bv selflsh pomp and piidet 
Oivft uie the damp and desert sod 
Walled in by daA ojj fiiest-tices, 

Hoofed over by the Sicies of God 
But psepih iempies s^h as thesS ' 



; aware that ^ey are kept; simply Ibi the sake of Ihnitishiug 
ssuusciuout I have iMd the saam um»ruig ssgaeity 
with all my squirrels, they would constahtiy detect any 
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TIIU MYSTERY OK MONEY. 


jtncnilo tonjfiic; and wc aro told that ‘money is the 
rcpref»cjitati\ e ol‘ piirclinsablo commodities * with some 


‘IT\n<t themr said Rtynard, tuminf? away from the air of worn at tli*' ignoramv betrayed in tli© imittiry. 
tempting- >6nrli that looked down tipon him with its But the definition serves no practical pnrjjose. It ij 
c.din and juicy smile from a height just hcyoiid his lost sight of the very next lime use the word; and 
1 roach — ‘hang them!* said he, ‘they arc as sour as if ue only seiste our thougiii ns it p«'isses, shall find 
'crabs!' The story is somewhat musty, but wondrously tliat ‘money* stands for nothing hut iNidf. To prove 
true. Es ca so d4^‘of the human race console our- this, let u& suppose it to be actually the things it 
selves for our^giiplsii^atious by disparaging that which represents ; iliat instead of a well-fillcxl purse, or a 
we ommot oj^K« ^iJih'hcs, fashion, power, dignitj- — (x)fler of coin, or a imrrent nc(*oiint in the bank, wo are 
CAtry unrcMBrittoal of dosiro, every unslakod lliirst surroiindtsl b.^ cviry article of necessity, comfort, or 
of the si)u|||HKi(^cf an object of contempt or denun- luxury within our pecuniary nieiins. Let us suiipose 
ciation; dSfit U^rf^o majority of tlie viorld pass much that with the sumo ease 'lutl dircs'tuess with which we 
time in sneering at tlu^ aims and aspirations which are put our hand in our }>ockct wu stretch it forth and 


the very life of their lives. 

Take money as an illuslrnlion. 


grasp the objcids it is our purpose to buy — whether 
To judge by the houses, land^, raiment, f(»od, or anything else : let us 


tiiiijs in i^hieli it is hpoken of, you would suppose its do iliis, and we shuU find svhat a marvellous effect the 
possessois to be the ino^t unlucky of mankind. Kew mere substitution of the thing for the woid uiU have 
poor pt rHon*« < .ni find any bettor wdrds for it than dross upon our s iews, seutimentb, and aetioiw. 
or Iravh ; the di*\oteo denounces it as the accursed The rich man v ho lives in \oluntary destitution 
tiling; and the moralist disco^ersit to bo the root of designate by the Latin uord nitm, wliicli means a 
all omI. Nay, the hatred and contempt willi which it wretched, pitiful, abjivt fellow; but if Wo cluingc tlie 
inspires iboso who arc hafliod in its pursuit^ extend not money lie hoards into the things it n'prosents, wo shall 
unfrcxjuently to the individuals svho have guiiied that find quite another name for him. 'i'his man pOH.scsses 
deadly loss; and the rich, instead of being pitied, are an elegant sunipluoutly fhmibhed, its doors open 
abii*-cd for their misfortune I But, setting aside the for his recepaVn, and hix>alhing forth an inciting afmos 
inconsistencies of men, there is soinethlttg peculiarly phere of warmth and comfort ; but ho shuts both doors 
mvstiettl in the word Money, which appears to have and w iudow s, allows the house to stand unoccupied, and 
been discoimocted l>} time and use front the idea it burrows bid lering in a cold and filthy cabin by Us side, 
originally represented, and to have lieeomc in itself a lie is hungry in this dark aud miserable den; and 
substantive tiling. It (Mils up no distinct imag\»s before straightway a tablo is before liim, furnished with steam* 
the mind; it does not even resemble a pngiut goil, wdiose ing dishos of exquisite meats, and lighted with per- 
nnino IS suggestive of his attributes — fumeil tvax. But ho looks on — longing, j^et unmoved. 


nnino IS suggestive of his attributes — fumeil ivax. But ho looks on — longing, j^et unmoved. 

..... - T •!. u i. • • i. Tlie dainties he will neither touch himself nor allow 

.y,d tlm. from Jupiter whate^r .8 ^at ^ ^ 

Piooreds ; from Vonui everything that •. fair.- ^ ^ 

It ib rather the superstition than the idol; it is more a at with suspicion. After his meal Jie must go forth 
fiH'ling than an object ; and the larger tha sum wo upon his afllurs ; and there are lying before him for 
crintcraplate in our thoughts, the more vague and shape- his choice clean and comfortable or hondsomo «hd 


less is the impression we rOcoiVo. 


i.isliionahle clothes of all kinds ; hut choosing instead 


Money suggests no ideas of grandeur,* luxury, or some old and filthy rags, he sneaks into the street, on 
boneflamcc. Its possessor may be a plain man, of object of mingled pity and disgust. This sel^denial Is 
simple tastes and retiring habits; he may be selfish based upon no reUg^us ascetidstn: his sole motive is 
and ungcniul ; his opjoymont may consist in amassing' the dread of diminishing by uso some mystical value 
treasure, in knowing himself to Ixi rich, and in ibeUug he imagines to reside in l^io artidos in question. He is, 
that others kttow it ; or his pnipensities bo In Shorty a mniac, 

Hecretivo, leadihg him td hoard and hide, to fbign In a Ibnuer number of thU Journal there was an 
poverty, to steal diroujj^ 19^ world os a\x object of accouut-*oi% too true, we are Womwd—of a man in ' 
compasbion, to live In deMiHtlon, aud die a wealthy moderate cireumstanoes, of ordinary intelligence, aud 
beggar, l^m the wow# VrO rc<;nivOffLO hint of 4ny- «ome acoottiplUUmcnts^f whoso attachment to ^ money 
thing of thisv uohhathii;^; was so gres# that he allowed his son to pevifh of 

we only know the tmfti im fllowey-^What is tneney f disease ^Whre his Oyes rather than l)c at this oxnenia 
'Die answer is easy* It oolnes glibly tho most of modloai A man Mho th^ ta eoymrtonly termed 






/ *m vtmAtund paxoaij^ Wfljt tf w? ifer 

ropney the Md md it w fim 

i^iie A of lli4 ODIOdluot Tli« ytn^ 

1 fgfyUi trww Aad vof^o | Jilf *icikijr ttmia vllb 

lo^tbiogllrm tlio ordii^ty ibod of iho family; aafl^ 
hi0 ftitbof O|»Ob0 a oapboard noar biro, his hoUow oyea 
wre llaM on a b«a|> of Mts and other deUcaoies 

it But the ihtlira looks unmoved on tho 

traitad fMo Wbre Wm, and locks the cupboard. The 
gots stiU ivursc, Oli for skill to investigate his 
cotnplstnt !"-oh for medidnc to hpal and coxnfort-^to 
cSol bis parched tongue— 

^To dratr around his aching bieast the curtains of 
j repose!' • 

blsdioal men stand c1o<k^ by, but no summons is beard 
from the father's Ups: the table is loaded with the 
necessary medicine, but the fitthor looks at the sinking 
boy, and sUrs not lumd nor foot* A draught —one 
draught*— -would yet have a cliance of saving him. 
There: tlie pbiul is labelled; a glass slaiids near— 
quick, <iulck t Tho father folds his aims, looks on as 
before, and th^ son dies* W)Mt miuucr of nntii Is 
this f Btill an unnatural paient ? lie Ih a murdeiet* 

Xb the opposite vico of extravagance the wonl plays 
the very same part. We gi>e away money without 
knoiVing wliat M's give. Under that name we throw 
about food and (tresses by armftils : wc scatter bags of 
vom and sacks Of wheat upon tho w tiid, and shovel 
away whole acres of land foi a pastime. We exchange 
for a worthless gewgaw what appears to ns to bo 
picfces of gold; but tliey aio in reality a pile ol loaves 
sUfitciont to feed hundreds of human beings. If we 
would only llnnk what money' ix»aUy is when wo give 
H away I If we would onh think xvhat it is we with- 
hold when we refuse it I 

This unaccountable disruption between thewonl mid 
the thing baa anotlier curious clhct. A man who has 
OU extreme disUke to parting with his mono} without 
an equivalent, is IrcquonWy wiy road) to give away 
gratuitously that cqunalcnt whou it comes nito his 
)X)B80Hsbn. Ixiok at the scene whieli takes plocv at a 
dinner-party; but in order to understand the U'tter 
its moral, imagine that the good things on tiie table arc 
the actual money they have cost. 

‘Whntwill you have?* says TAniphytrion ou Ton 
dine. ' BlxpeiuH'? That ih too little. })o take a shil- 
lings Here is a shilling. Aud}oa? My door fiiend, 
let me give you Imlf-a-crown I There it Is. John, 
cany these gentlomen at the other end a shilling or two 
a piece. Aad now 8ixi)enceB all xound. Here is a 
sovereigtti lot me divide it among you. You wiU find 
as much opposite you— and yoa-*-and jou : pray divide 
Ibem Uberaliy. Bat drsi another round of shillmgs *— 
and so on. The guests in the meantime receive the 
opined cheer with festive gratitude. A small portion 
pf (t they convert into wlmlesome fbod ; onotber portion 
dliey swallow outright, to the extreme consternation of 
the digestive powers witbin ; and the rest, wbicdi is by 
for tlm groatsr pert, they tlirow out ctf the window. 
Tliii ebtertalxiqr^ be it observed, who is so lavish of the 
tilings represontod by moOey, would look vwy blank if 
asked for the ^repMSMSitative. Hb wouki part grudg- 
ingly to bis with poin alter coin— If be ]hs^ 
With tliem at otliA^u^Mfig end beHeviugtbat hu mml4 
not a<M file 

Bonm yeiwk agO% of this poubtry Iui4 a 

great fancy for styligg pdr 


hp8$M dkiW*--Hmesniu^^ that by the work of their 
they aoWdml a pair of bootei, or a 
suit Of Oldtbos, or aiJytJdiig else with wln'cli they sup- I 
pUed the wanto of their uieless employers. Tlu^se 
employers, it is true, gave them something in their 
turn; but that was only money. Had they sent them 
Instead a pile of ^oarterndoaves, a respectable cheese, 
and a atone or two of butcher-meat, they would have 
been cbocrfuhy accorded tho honour of ranking among 
the usefiil (dasscs; yet the two payments arc virtu«i1ly 
id<mllcal, and tlw* mistake of the operatives is merely 
another illustration of the inystcfy of money. 

This mystery Is so unfathomable, that few men ( m 
teU correctly whether they ore rkh pr poor. A man 
in the middle rank, whoso moderate income is just 
sufficient for tlio (wnfortable support of his famii) m 
the station to which they belong, reckons liimself 
comparatively poor becMiiso he has not more tlian 
enough. Ho looks at the stately dwolling of a ntigli- 
hour, the multitude of its npartmenis, the mimlxi of 
servants rcquiicd to take caie ol them, iind the Ixiauty ot 
the promenades in the demesne to whUh he and otlieis 
aic allowed free access * Alas ! ' exclnnna th(* j tpiimig 
spirit, is rUh!' Why so? He ciU no more thin 
you — ^lierhaps not sO mmh , l)o docs not relish his h'oil ] 
hotier; ho weats the sanu* numher oBjge«tnionts; he i 
sleeps in a single chamlK't; and ho Mts4||)itunllv, and 
from choice, in a single room If the rofii^l his AxkI is 
to be eaten St all, it must bo so by other people ; it tho 
rest of his house is to be inhabited at all, it musi lie m> 
bv other p(*oplo, Bo far as tliese t^xlias are coiicelnKl, 
he IS ouly better than nii innkeciwx in liavinp, to sonx* 
extent, we choice of his guests. Toi them hi heii>s 
imxpcrous apartmeuts m older; foi then wants ht^ 
providi's; and for thou convememo ho (mplo)s a 
K'tniue of servants, 'Xh'm rub man dois not attLinj)! 
tho fbats of the urcus— he rides hut one hoi i in 
S^ort, ns au itulividual, ho is in prtcis(d\ tin suue 
imsition as yourself. 

‘And the promonadcs?' 

Tliey are yourH as well nh his, foi he has no more 
means of enjoying tlieia than joii Hut tlu fact 
thoir being patent to you and Jus otlici luiglibourb 
points to a source of oiiioyinent ho i dly posstbses, an { 
the only one from whnh you are culudul Ho hab 
the power to hestow upon those aiounrl him a tun 
pleasure, and in tho ixercise of ilu privilege c.on*' is Is 
tho only advRntag<> hu deri\o«i iroui being what the 
world — with very little 'ipjathmsum of the tun 
meaning of the term— ( mUs ti ik h man 

We are twld, in the figurative lanpunge ot StnpliiK , 
that a rich man would find it as (Uiluult to entd into 
the kingdom ot heaven us a camel to })<iss through tiie 
eye of a needle. Nothing can be inoie tnio, or inoK 
forcibly expreisod ; for it is vnpos^M for any person 
wlio iH n(‘h in the signification coniinoni) attached to 
the w ord^'to do his duty slth<W to God oi man. Bey on 1 
a eertiun point, where ikdjlvkittal appetite, convcuM»ne(\ 
comfort end*"!, a man eounot lie legilimatoly rich. What 
ho unable to absorb personally is on excess, for the 
uso or abuse of which he is answirable The pt^ular 
nicauing of the term- in wJikjh it is of cemtse used 
by a Sciiptwre addressc^d, not to philologists, but to all 
mankind— involves a sohxubm occasioned by tho dis- 
ruption that Ims taken place botwesn money and what 
it represents Instead of the vogue, iotmlcss but 
imposibg idea suggostod to us by the expression, *a rich 
man,* if we could only donooivo au hidividual with 
more bouses or rooms tbim be could occupy, with more 
iKxrses than ho could vm with a vast storehouse of 
^s, coats, and unwrltcsbl^ with a dluu(^r spread 
before him consisting of tbooiiimds of dislies, wc should 
tmdsrstand better bis boidttom oml ^ tlukt in tho 
diiaracter vujgsrly ascrlbdd to hiiiu^in #bich ks pus- 
oSOSlons appear as a port of bis indlvidttaUty — his 
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boll toU» luiamght) ns0 ttp In your becl, luid call hm 
b> 

*I wUl do lU’ Mid rubbinfi: Ins bands m 

anticipation of tU« «cano, *3?oor rranccscO? bO Mill bo 
scaled death ! Ah« ve idiall ha\o «i jobt agatnet him 
foxhib!* 

*UaV svdonoof the jruchtb, ‘hare you considered 
that npon tbxs idght, above all other nulits in the year, 
ttio pov^ers of the oar have influence on man , and tliat 
Baptiafb vbom jou viU thus represent hd a moft 

‘I'lit, tut, my loid’’ siwl Putio — ‘all old unts* 
fables to scare isonicn and children I' 

When the door had closed upon him the guests 
unanimously e\pressed then douhtb ns to the acli|iil 
scepticism oi the ft How 

‘Will, let us liv him’* Slid tluir host, uho now 
fiiily found himsclt m Ins tlunciit, and n ho with his 
fiuuds histih set toMork to du|K loth Vutio and 
I^nut-osco 

I'm oof them piotetdcd to tht suinnici house whuo 
the> found Frinccsco kciping natch h) las finals 
body, and telling him that his innsicr dcsir< d lus pic 
sente, they rcmoicd the coipse dunni; Ins d)s< mt ind 
placed JPictro upon tlu funcual couth 

3Sight MIS (hawing her sahlt tuitmis loiml tho 
eat th M hen i rnne est o i etui nt d w ilh it ig n a bottle of 
Mine, and some old pmrnals iis itds to cnibit him to 
pass tin night with eoinposun Ih ])lti(d tja tibU 
dt till tiitlui tnd of 11 k loom with i lamp upon it 
and sat, it nuy le Mill hilicMd with his hack to 
the (outb III tiiid to bcionie deiph intticstid in 
the )ouruals ni vain -Ins cjts s\w the chuaetcis liit 
these would not iinpu<^s the msi hes ou his bi im JSow 
I and then, but (u<lint1> wiih m ((loit ht tuin d lus 
I luodsloMl} 0^(1 his shonhUi to sti il n ilaiut it ihi 
supposed dial] nnn , and oltiii In stiitid ind 
nenously glaiued lonntl tho loom 

All this foi 1 time bcni 1 highly to imusi tlu stiff 
Aiid motionless Ihetio , unhid lit miuIiJ hove Milhnjy 
gi\cn vent to Ins 1 mghttr tlio inoie so as he dnnd not , 
and this imliuition gasi him i tuUing Kusitmu lu 
his tin o it, which (Of*t a fupcrhumin effort to iipiii it 
'\\ hat lelitl a ton h <u u luni would h i\e given him ’ 

Then sltti awhile Ik Ik i aim wiir^ ".th itiuammg 
perflcth still for so lonr a tiint wss a t ii more (hflicult' 
t isk than ho had imagintd and in ordti to ncivc liim 
I self to the endut mce of such a p u t to the i ml lu li id 
to bcai in niind not onl> the glittering pul'll, but also 
' that mocking incredulity whuh hi hnd sliu so ligibl^ 
nupiresRcd upon the fue ih ol Ins lu istci s guests * Vo,’ 
he thought, ‘ were I to fail tluj would attribute it to 
UflMiUmgn ss to remain in tho dead man’s plicc at 
midnight, and not to this iiicpn ssibh feeling of rest 
lessness ’ So he persevered A blessing it w is to him 
th It the plotters had drawn the mosquito em tains in 
full and ample folds around hun, for hi could open w ide 
his (>e8 lu could pout hiH lips, put out lus tongue, 
streUU tho muscles of his feet, or elongate his legs to 
thtnr greatest tension, or press the hands crossed upon 
bU bosom, without much fear Of detection ()n<*o or 
twfoe indeed Franeesto had turned sharply round, bat 
gllot an awfully-scaretl look he Imd apparently become 
<^viipc«od that tho movement had only been fancied by 
bixa* or w«u|l caused b> the fluttering of tiu* light on tlie 
dxitant ooti|% and he had ^lixi turned to Uu perusal 
of the 30 ufail But the stUine« was far woisc for the 
impostor to boitf than the visible indications ot 
( t se o’s jinfluieSudO* It gave him the foar of falbng sslet^. 


Its leaves were ivttim apqtniltar inBing | 

gsojind— Buuly never was lao tmpM by t\Wruni I 


objects to turn upon his side and onioj a gool nip 
He was foul to pinch lus skin, to keep lumbtli awake 

The timepiece struck half-past eleven Aitothe r h iH 
hour more must ho suffer ^ueli purgntory uid l»ow 
fervently ho wished that just for a few nnnut '> m th it 
tonn tho journal v ould prove a soponfle to Pi uuc«ko 
and allow him the opportunity of casing lu^ ci unped 
ftamo’ 

Now, had poor rrancosco boon roallj thinking ot 
the jouraal, it is ten chances to one that he might hav 
slept, hut his thoughts wore m mdinng despite his 
wilL iTo TC< ailed those scenes in whuh he Inil stood 
sidoby side with tlic imrnlcicd Baptista— scenes of 
robbery, of violence, and even bloodshed He divined 
full well who had givin the dc ithblow to liw old (om 
radc — Ihit it was one of those ioimer assoc nt is 
Mho never foigavc a desertion fiom tluir bind and 
whose vows of vongtnicc wore alwa>t> kept But bow 
bad thc> hunted him out ^ ihen thiu came the con 
V iction that lie too w ns i mni ki d in iii an I s inu Iiow 
with tint conviction tluri tlishcd uioss Ins uund 
donhiv of the old woiimn who had laid out B iptista foi 
hmial, and who £ccmtd so peril th nccpiiintod with 
his former htc Uc too w 11 kn w how nnnv agents 
among the poor tho roblx rs could tomnnn 1 \Vh it it 
infonnitiou of his loml> wateh should have been (oi i 
munuuted to them, ml that, in ordei to five fieilitv 
to thill purpose, 1 k Ind been dcMnd to le ivc th 
vnndow o]Hn ihue given umlei thi mask oi u]n 
sfitiems it u 9 

Those md hinnln ir ape tin s dn id on in tie 
thiou^h his brain, until In torgot Ins 1 1 a lir n 1 1 
whit lie* eoiisnhred more substininl ( lu 1 u ^ n 
Uiuler then mlluenec I c rose fiom jus ilnii ntl i i i 1 
mi an I (low n tho room 

Tool Vietro’ ho (Inn e of inovcm nl f r In n n n 
II M IS oUi el loelos ins eves 1 r le ii ot ti(^ 
s» Ik couU not leiceiv Irimesios nixt nnvnn 
lit, tullovving the (iirrint of Ins th<)n,,hts iwmin i 
small pistol whi( h lu drcvi ii cm Ins v c st pi i ne el it, iiiel 
igun relurmd ii to its re tnis l>lue • 

Ihe time pice stnuk the (pi 11 tel to midnight I’letro 
could not help it— ho moved i lull I iimn s o st iiii ? 
sink into V clmir lu glaic I lu n tlu bed I ut // 
there followed no numnunt — all vi is ill ii id 
motionhss’ Hi tiwk his h in Ike k hut, wipeii 
cl immy moist UK fiom Ins brow triinim <l the 1 imp, i d 
to sed ott a ot wine Hu old worn ms words 

rccuncd to his memory ifush jeihips tlu warmnt. 
afici all was ,^ivcii in simeiitv He ipprondu 1 tlu 
window lialf ercdulonsh, hall mistruMliill> He opi ns 
it U( plaits himscit in tlu shuK, ml looks out 
and soon his attention iKeomcs so uveted upin wlnt 
he pcreeivcb to lie going on in the gnidcn, that hi 
forgets tho corpse, oi if theie K some* dun idea ol 
Its prcseiice, it is only m toiinection with its being 
maele ibc vdiiclo foi lus own dcstruetioii Isow lU 
doubt of fjic old M Oman’s treachery has vanished, for 
there, erctpmg within Hie shadows ot tho trees, oi 
resuug bebuid some stitue, or btcaling ou till -louts 
by the fountains, tome four figure s, stealthily we lul 
mg thmr way to the summer-houso Ho thouglit cvi u 
he ri'rfiogmscd the inght- prow lex s by thwr flepa» itc 
maiuuuvres 

In thobc fow minutes Francesco was Iransfonned 
fooxp Q timid eowoxd into the bold, resolute man He 
knew that it M is mort il agency Ik had to encounter, 
apd that he must trust entirely to his own arm for 
defonec He quietly and gently withdiew further into 
tiie sliado ot the room, and took up his position where 
m could command tiio opcxi window, near which was 
)^)sted the touch 

the ixmopiece hli|dn)gkt« As Uie issi sound 
ri^yerbarated, fhero was an indss^babfo noise at tho 


open window , a 
thaxns or the Ok 


t«kn, rtdngted wttk # ctankina of 
of stool, and ttien a Bgurtf daikonod 
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the outvancc* : it had come iiitu the room. Fraucosco 
waited not to soo wIio*or Avhut it was^ but quick as 
lif^diltungr bo lovclled his piece and iired. Witli a 
])U‘icinpr »>brlok tlio ilguro houuded upwards a few 
lW»t, niid then fell u|)on the coucli. 

The three guests, who had little anticipated this 
terminatiuii to their folly, now shoutinff to Francesco, 
rushed into tlio room, where they found Pietro sitting 
ujiriglit in his bed, with eves glued in an idiotic stare 
on the fVigiitful objei^t which was streiehed acFO*4h hi& 
feet, and to which Fu* pointed, mumbling unlnlblligiblj'. 

It was tlic Signor Giulio Mcrcadaiite, who, hi a block 
robe, with dames daubed upon it, and horns mid stings 
and ghusuy eyes, was now pouiing out his lifeblood 
over tlic dcbccrated couch of the dOiwL 

It was boinc time before Pii*tr6 entirely recovered 
tbo use of Ilia senses ; Francesco fled tlie country ; and 
it may well be imagined that after this terrible lesson 
the thi-eo thoughtless guests never again atteraptt d a 
piactieal joke. 


I TIIK EARTH’S ROTATION ON ITS AXIS. 

Tlic ingenious expeiinient of M. Faueault of the ObcU- 

I latiou of the jKiiduluni as a test of the rotatory motion 

I I of the earth, whii'h h.ia of late '•o much occupied the 

I attention, lias hkewjae 8ir\ed to bring the whole 

I subject of the earth's lotatioii into discussion. It is 

' Mi’incc to think that, not more than two centuri<‘S 
U‘>j this same iiojtet oirupied the iitUiiliuii of uieu 
*1 •'Cience and iut»'lhgeiiee thioiuhout the whole of 
r.U’ )pt‘ "icl, iiM} s<p , ihi cndibid woild, though 
in I ly dM(»inL wa^. At the btgmumg of the 
1 ‘‘OenU nth ivutur\, the docliUK*) of (’oiK'Hiicus, 
tiinidl} divulgtd about liit^ yens before, weie taken 
lip in GdiKo, ainl tally and boldly a^selted. It 
took 1iii> moie, howi ver, bcloic tiiey were even 

j)!!* iliv (udilul in I mope and Jt is surpubuig to 
Jiii'l riite ind kariud, and, on the wdiole, sery 
lii lu . .Ill rhonias lliowni,! yen so late is lOlfl, deny- 
111 ’ his h 1k1 111 siuh ilo; tunes, in his * Vulgar Kiiors’ 

I I the tolloyviiig stiiMiioc: ‘Nor will it aeqmt the 
I Ills It isf.u turn of those who quariel witli ail things, or 
dispute of matlii'i i oiu erning w hobe verities we have 
I oiu u lion fi uni KMsoi., oi dei ision from the iiierr.shie 
.Old iMj'usile i oiiclusuMis of sense. And theieforc, if any 
aiUia^ the eaitli doth move, and will not believe with Ub 
I u >>t link 111 -jlill, UeaubO ho h.itii iwobable leasons lor 
It, and 1 no intulhble seiiso nor leason agaiiiht it, I 
' will not quarry 1 with liU asscitioii.’ Now' Iho bome- 
I what quaint Sir Thoinab was a thinker and writer in 
inau> i(.^])oets far ahead of hii tunes, jet he was on 
this qucritioii ladiind ChtliUo ,ind Jus ((mteiiipoiary 
I Lountryman, t!ie immortal Milton, in ins denial, how- 
evoj, he is not doginatieal ; not ho Ids conmioiUator, 
Sii (’hristoplier Wren, dean of Windsor, and father 
of the eokbrated areluLect of St Paurb lie denounces 
the new doctrine with vehemcnci*, and without any 
reservation whatever, and may well be taken as a tjpe 
of the prqjudiced and ill-informed objcclors of tbe tunc, 
ab well as of all tiiuos, to any ilo< trine which disturbs 
the still quiet of old-fashioned and loiigireoelved opi- 
lugn. It is ainu8in{;y and in some respects eiUfying, to 
glance over tlu' various objections projioundcd in those 
clays against the earth’s rotation on its axis, and its 
annual revolution round the lUu. If the caitli rotatc>s 
with such a velocity, say they, a stone tlirown up into 
Iho air should bo lefe a i‘ar way behind ; and so sdiOutd 
the air or atmo^cro itbolf, and especially the water 
of the ocean. Now, to some extent the two latter at 
leq^t of these phouomona do take place, but not in tho 
way which tho objoctbrt suppose. In a general way 
llio atmosidiero nnd tho ocean ravolte as part and por- 
tion of tlio solid oartik and even tbo stone * throun up 
into the air* still continues to pr<^rvo its morion as a 
panicle of the earth, and taiK^ mils to tho eastward 


than to the westward of its point of prqieotion* But 
tho chief oijecrioii was h s<»riptural 0 ^ rather a 
list of eighty contradictions ftom the Soriptuiti^* Turn 
up a voiuiye of Sir John llersehcl, or any cokbtated 
astronomer of the present day, and we shall 
And eighty such objections. With all our knowlo^ 
of the eartlfs rotation, wc still speak of the sun ^ set- 
ting and rising,* of the ‘ motions of tho stars.* and tho 
‘sun’s course in tho heavens in short, w'O btlU find It 
mobt convenient to use the language of the senses, not 
tne inteUeotual language of the reality ; and nirongh- 
out the wliole of iilctiptui'o nothing more ib done than 
this. 

The dhirn<il n^Aolution of the earth is now one of 
tliobc rmnv’cd and CHtablibhcit facts which demand no 
prftof. Al»straetin‘> our thoughts ibr a moment from 
tho inrongimtu-s bitw'cen vision mid relative motions, 
we (an at once discover, ft’oiii watchine the position of 
the snn, th.it we lr.i\cl coiituiiiallv ni thiv* latiUide at 
the i.ite of 500 to iH)0 mihb \Kr hour; or at night, 
living our ijo on the moon, that wo tai uutbtiip her 
in her piogic^sb through tho doi'p blue bky, though she 
aUv) has her csstwiml course, ns may be demonsLrateii 
by flvmg on boiiie fai -distant lived stai, when we bhall 
And that duimg evtrj iMsnnghour and minute Imth 
the moon and earth lecede, thoui>h with vciy difthieut 
velocities, fiom the tiny, twinkling oih. 

Wo owe to one of knglanirh most celehiated .istiono- 
nn rs of former dajs, l>i Halley, tho iirst true ivpo- 
sidmi ot till atmo^l>hclIe i umnts, He first pointed out 
th.it 111 a cuireiit <i an coming from the pole to the 
equator, there i a nnieli les'i haeial vuloLitj m high 
laliiiides liiaii in low ; ui, iu other wordb, whilt* the 
air at tlu‘ equatm is earned tiom west to esst with 
a \Llocitv ot U)00 nnk an hour, the air within the 
polar eiiekrt only inoyc- wit li a velocity of 100 or 200 
links Qu liour, dimimshing almost to nothing at the 
pole Itself. Kioni till's circumstance arises the well- 
known direction of the trade-winds noith and bouth 
of the equator, which, in'ileftd ot blowing diivvtly 
north anti south icbiKietivelj', acquire a duvetion of 
north-east and boutli-cost. This eiicimistniice, onie 
abcertamod, is i>erhaps one of the mot hcJf-evidimt 
pioofs of the lotution of the larth — a pi oof not lisMe 
to the deception of vibion, as many of the others ,iie, 
but whiih can hkewi^L he appiecialed and eonllrined 
bj the other bcnses. When a einient of i*old, and eonsi*- 
queutly he.ivj’^ air i)re->sf s trom the polin legious towards 
the eqn.itorial, every degree it advanccb it comes over 
a portion of the earth that is i evolving eastward at a 
gn‘ater velocity tli m that puit winch the current Arnl 
left: wIkii it arrives wilhiu the tiopies, the earth’s 
motion is fiom 1)00 to 1000 miles an hour, the motion 
of tlie wind-current is |H‘rliai)s one-half less tiian this. 
I'lie consequence is, that the earth outstrips the air- 
current, which, so to speak, is hit behind. Now, we 
know that in travelling on a railway with a velocity of 
IhiilyiuUes an hour, if the air is not moving at all, 
wo encounter a wdml blowing at the rate of thirty 
milcb an hour, forming a btiif breeae ; but say that 
there is a gentle eurieiit blowing along witli us of 
fittecu miles an hour, still wo outstrip it, and crektc 
for ourselves a coimtor-current with half the velocity, 
or flftccu miles au hour. 

Did tlio earth, then, not turn on its axis at all, tho 
tradc-w inds ought always to blow due north and south 
respectividy on each hemisphere. 

The experiment of Faucault is, wc presume, so well 
known to our tellers, that wo need not enter on it 
I here. It dcvlves its interest, as a proof of the earth’s 
I rotation, from the woU-ascertained foot, that a pendulum 
continues to rotate in tho same plane in wluoh it has 
I been set in motion. From this circumstancet and having 
; a ft^ uiuiion at ritO point oi‘ suspimsiou, it pyeserves 
! its original plane of rotation while the point of auspon- 
sitm, and consequently the part of the earth’s surface 
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, If 3»vojii«on. Tbi# ciy to tjio tato of Al^din and tiie won^ 

^ togetoWtf ito# tm too merit of d«rM voice inteadod%r the oars of servant- 

MihiSiir » PWW>R JNA. **iw tolwwr <*f vtilan, of too girfi iKKjt ^ooolottog servitors— l^o bawls the interesting 

i jf r jmmmmmt*Sixp&;^oo£orimyQl0hunaollaTr Now 

/ ^ -.....^.i., ...„,. ^ / ^ Ad oofio M^tdxods of umbPeUnB in tbe come of tho . 

( IBW sy&'SSi^^^KCiS’ii'CJ 

9!rii tn|i^ Ift iMpiMid4uuiid umlM^lIw i« one wbicb ii ttaote. It nkowu, in that he will {ire autpenoo for { 
TttS^ tlHl(istt|bnily {Hutpod in every part of the metro- an artiole tiiat he approvea «£ JX yoa. ottbt him a 
pMt» tlthoHgh in aotioju of dry and fiiir weatliur ne dUapi^ttd machine, ho virlU prove Ip yon logically 
pm «* Ihffication of it may ho vlaiWe to the moat «»«t, » to tom hotog a Ovh)()Jo wmhreUa, it 

-^iqlwtiebood ohaarver. The fell of tho laromekT, how- ^ « «>«««<^ only worth a 

awr, l«i*e. the hawkew from tlmlr hUing-pkeea, .md, 

ai.» vaiUAtiou, 0© u wiat it niay, as no luis amplo tueans m 
tiiKHliltaboottsij^ with tlia\pattcnng descent of the first id|q]; 0 ^pp supplying all dofloionuios. If tho roUc in 

miwrt ihowar of rain, they may k- bol.rid, if not nume- que.«on bo tSS «rf a genoine inannfecture, witli riba 
; toot at ftogi on tho windward hank of a dry pond* yet of actual whalehouc, and not tho anhatitute of black- 
■ft^l aa their aaitatory prototypea, and, Ukc them, ened cane, he will hardly let it cacape Imn unless 
n^ohteg m the hlea^ dews ol heaven, Xu tlwm tlie for- you are rcoUy inordinate in your demand. UmhreUiia 
getftii pedeatrlan, who lias left his umhreUa behind him, whose sticks and ribs aie of iron are bis utter abuniiuv 
eneounters ocoomincdating friends, ready to dispense a lion, and he leUs you to biiiig tliom to liim red-hot; he 
sUeUcr 4t any prico, from a ‘ taimor * to a ‘ bull,* as they * haves uuffiu to do w 5 * them sorl witlioiit the chill took 
jHirAse it» or from sixpence to a crown-pic<Hj- In the orf.* It is not always tliat ho pays for his purchases in 
noighboorliood of some sheltered c*aurt or covered arch* rcady-inonty : he parries with him on his rounds a dozen 
way» where the crowd have rushed to covert from the or two of tidy little pamsols, not tOf> hirgo for a servant- 
rattling storm, tho umbrella pcnllcr tsikes his btand — girl to smuggle ont of the house in her pcK^ket, in caHes 
bis back to the bioe/c, his battered frock buttoned where the mistress forbids her doniestic*. the use of such 
to tiH> chin, his biudier-bootcd feet firmly planted on yanitios. When he has overhauled tho goods he means 
Pavement* and his burly figure efibctimlly to buy, ‘Lookeo liere, my dear,' says he, ‘if you got a 
Abfe}dou irom too assaults of the toiniH'st beneath tho mind to gi' me a bob rthati*s a slilllin* you know) and 
amplo dome of gingham uphehl in his sturdy fist, these here three or tbur bits o* Immicllars, jou shall 
With a dozen or two of servictnible urabrtdlas of every have an ansome parrysaul fit for arra lady in town, 
possible colour and material gathered up under his left and take yony chioe.* With that he nnfoltis hw tturint- 
arm, he stands en*ct and jcornlul of the inclement sky; mg display of brig)it-(‘Oloured siinsliades, and tho b ir- 
anrt as you shnok from the driving sleet or iK'ppenng gain is only delayed till the dazzled abigail 1ms fixed 
hail, jostling uncomfortably w ith * damp strangers * licr hesitating selection. 

beneato the crowded covert, he ijits his pa lienee against When he is suiUciently jirovided ttgflhui.t a raim dav 

yours, pretty sure to conqia*!* in the end, unless the and the wet weatlur, as is sornctiuK^s tlie easi, dots 
heavens prove adverse, and the Warns of thereturniag not set in to suit Ids convenieneo, lio sets out on a 
sunshine put nis m^cuntile prosiK*ets to flight. He is repaiiing (campaign. Furms}irdwit]iaeanv.is orh^athein 
an auimraWe prephet of the weather, and knows far hag strappefl round his waist, and well biinplied w'llh 
hotter than did Wurphy when the clouds mii^nd to drop formles, handles, Ups, and all tho little etcetera tliat go 
latuess. When you see him emer|2mg, stock in hand, to the ronstruetion and repniatioii of umbi<*llas, together 
tmm somo malodorous alley in the purlieus of Clare with a fow birnple tools, he iieicunbnlates the various 
IViarRQt or Drury I^ane, you may sot it town as a suburbs and quiet, streets of the capital, erying at tlio 
matter of oprtainty, whalever be the iiromibo of tho top of his voiixi: ‘Humrellars to mend !’ llis ingenuity 
hour, that he has den yed from some mysterious source m the nimir of any diborder incidental to tho consti- 
WiT* indications of impending moibturcs tution of those useful articles h really marvellous. 

IS prepared to take udvuntago of it. A Your old companion in travel shall liavo Iwwl his brazen 
suddonchange towetoc'curringat eight opniuooVhick nose knocked off— sliall have bwn aetmiUy turned 
IS a specTnl providence in his msjijo out by too blustering assault of Jioreas— sliall 
value of jus goods, have had tho wliole of his eight ribs wrenelKd from his 
ana ipburing a coriidnand rapid market tw them. Ho spine, besides sundry other minor nijunes— and bli^l 

yet emerge from the hands of this iioripatetic bmic- 
setter restored to bis pristine mtcgrity; hale, hearty. 
^tertoiMen^ whore UiousaudB of callow ci^kneys, strong, aild serviceable as ever — ^and all fiir tho 

pjo^ly b^vo that 1 o jwry an umbrella is to charge of ‘ such a thing as tenponco/ In addition to 
mnte wet wcatoen to bo found flutiering in their what may be called his indepeud^t trade, carriiS ou 
8^d^y s ahd in thb precise condition he would on his own acemmt, he is bound by certain contracts 
have toom too onemm^ment of trade. Uhe dis- to tho keepers of retail umbrella and parasol shops, i 
gorgw^t of Bxetw U^i after a May meeting, or Those contracts aro not to him of a very profitable 


« _ . . ~ ^ ..rw...., .. w , iiv uiM ujiiif'riHKen vo no an me repairs 

Whiww ^ required to bo done— to modicate too wounds and Sw! 

^ ** ^ ^ individual suflbrer at a price comparable 

on fliwh occasions, it only to tliat at which a parish doctor is remunorated 
mi r protty.eure to bo well r^ved for attendance upon workhouse patients. Two shUUngs 
and^wantoiora^d. * per dozch is the Uherel allowtoS^ generally paid by 

finerruatoor has Mriy set in, our moist frfond toe shopkeeper to the travoUing arttoL for^th^rena^ 
disMq^i^Ps fr^ tos occiustomed stations, and os it of umbrellas and parusoto lumping thorn all togethev, 
ought to bA hto stock bo greatly diminiaheidL ho lias irrespective of tlie niLtotwi nf iKa 


tricts,witei«, ton monotonous totob totuto^tog ^ 





generality of coses oofljjLtho oustomer a iliilling) 
can very well tmffbrd to^xio. 

Horactimes a niembcjf of this fraternity wiU lay by 
I)is uwhreUaif uud repairiag-kitJRff a seaspOi and betabo 
JjItmeJfto an analogous imrsuit in tlio saJe of walking- 
sticks. In carrying out this branch of his proib/eioof 
ho boooines the subject of a temptation to which he is 
not always supoi'ior. True he is a * natty* hand at a 
walking-stick; and though he may not be, like 6(ir 
Plume, eritioally oorrect *in the nice condiict of a 
clouded canOi* he is an adml^blo Judge of tne <iualiry 
of canes in general, from tlio common cliair-bottum 
bopiboo to tlie costly amber -coloured Malacca* sTho 
IK^rfcction of his judgment In this particular has indeed 
been the source of tJio moral declension aboto hinted 
nt. [ii his puTclioses of second-hand umbrellas, or per- 
haps iu Ills barteiiugs wiUi serving-maids at gentlc- 
uieiffl back-doors, he moots oeCasionally with siiecimens 
of which the stick is a good partridge-cniio. Plus, truth 
compels us to say, ho invariably extracts (substituting 
a common one of beech), and dressing it up as a wclk- 
ing-*itick, readily disposes of it as such at the price of 
r} shilling or cighteenpenco— the regular pi ice for sucli 
a cone iMUug fiom half-a-croira to tiiree-aud-sixpouce. 
Tlie purehaMcr soon makes the agreeable discovery that 
ho has parted Viith his nioiiey to no purpose, and that 
hU bargain, like most bargafos, is good for nothing ~ 
the <'nne proving unsound, and snapping short at about 
a foot from the lower extwunity. Ho sees when it is 
too late that his new walkiug-stick had dono service as 
tlie lod of an umbrella— that it had bemi ex(*avatcd at 
iliu part where it has now broken, for tho insertion of 
the spung- -that tho wood hatl IxH’omo rotleu from the 
moKitme c*oUected thort*, and had consequently civou 
way upon the hrst pressnn^ It is impossible to detect 
the niiposture by examination before purchase — the 
<aut> being cleverly flUed with an iuutntlve composi- 
tion, ami the whole subsequently varnished over. 

Not a few of tho ambulatory umbrella -mercliants 
and menders aio Jcvis, who are at all times ready and 
willmg to exeli.inge their wares or their skill for any 
portable 8 xk*i.ks of nmrkctablo commodities* Ilie 
■writer many yea is ago took lessons in Hebrew from a 
tiuvclllugumbii'lia-mender, who read into such KngUsli 
ns he was master of— ho being by blrtli a Polo— atiy 
part of tho Old Testament iiith tlio utmost ease and 
rapidity. Ho did tho same with equal Hueiicy with a 
liibie Society copy of the Hebrew New Testiuneat, and 
plainly shewed, by his nmiarks on what he roa«l, that 
the (onti nls wcie entiicly new to Mm. 

No farther back than the 14th of last month, a 
picturesquc-looking figure, stately and erect as a young 
oak, but giiz/led ■with tho frosts of near seventy win- 
ters, knotkwl with his knuckles at uiy wintlow, as I sat 
tapping at the outer wall of my brain, to tiy if any 
ideas were within, and civilly requested to know If I 
had any umbrellas to mend. Tlu^re was something 
in the man’s face which forbade tho abrupt negative 
thot Avas already upon xny liiis i age, honesty, sufibring, 
and something besides that Is indefinable, eompelloti 
laa to comply with Ms desire. He was eiati in a garb 
imkih bori' very solid pretensions io antiquity— smooth 
aud shiiMJig with tho unctuous friction of years, yet 
carefrd^ Sldu^hed and mended ihroughout* X judged 
him to DO Ml old soldier*, and, miudfol of the tale of 
tiie 0ti3iiner/ X found tho mcaus of setting 


iho inquiries 1 idied him wltlt, ho delivered himself at 
intervals to tho following efifeot »— 

* Tills here’s a Xfreuch humrsUar : 1 know’d ho was 
a Ifrmichman afore I kdd biel4 of 1^. 1 knows the 
make of that sort ti4U tfUr-T rekleot tho 

time when we used to get five or elx-and-tUirty shllHu* 
for a good niSk Ufik X'ree^trsxfo lu Immrellars and frtKi- 
trtuiemtMdt one tetts dp agin t’other^ 


f lhad n pretty good taste of tlm dpeo kk for 

time** ' 

^ Have yon lived in France?* 

‘ Pbur y#ar two months and twonty^seveg 
' you kaVe kept a pretty exact account t yoi| 
enjoyed your sojourn there ?* 
fNot a bit of it ; boin* 1 went there again’ my wili, 
and was a prisoner of war pretty well tlie wholo tiine«i 
*Fray, how came that about?* 

9 *Whv^ you sec ’tis more nor forty year| agono 
now— foil that since I first went and listed in tho 
army* About the eud of IdlO 1 wore servant to an 
officer, and sailed with my master from Lisbon to join 
the garrison of English and hpanioids os lay beleaguered 
by the Prenoli in CiulU. T Whs onfortnitiy took ill of 
a fever tho very day as I stepped aboaid, and con- 
finu! to my berth alt the voyage. IXavIng tlie weather 
agaui’ us, wo wire sixteen days at sea aforo wo camo 
ill sight of the Isle of Leon. Hut wo never got there i 
a bad storm diuv us ashun* full ten miles or more to 
the west of Codix, and A\e was wrecked. Wlille all 
hands was trying wliat they knoived to save tho crew 
and trnnbpurts, the Eieudi kept firing ou us all the 
time.* 

*Aru yon sure of that? Such cruelty is not cus- 
tomary in i ivilised ivartaro,* 

* I says nothin* but w hat ’« true. You see wo had 
been diMng in the stoim under bare polos* and hadn’t 
got a flag to strike; so that wo couldn’t shew no 
surrender; besides, 't wasn’t the roglar French iiriiiy 
as took us, but a gang of irreglars as worked on their 
own account again* tho British. Tho want of a flag to 
strike cost us a good many of our men killed by their 
shots, ^'liere was a g(MKl many sick besides myself, 
for the fover bad spiCtul a good deal on board; and 
when the enemy scon our haiicis a-geltin* the sick men 
out in their hanunocks, and loweniig Vm into the 
boats, they Icil oft' filing; and though they didn’t ofi'er 
no assistance, they allowed us to land as well as vro 
could. Wo all got ashore pretty lugh, but every one 
ou us was made piisonia s to a gang of fellows made up 
of the raff of aU nations — French, Italian, and Iiisli 
volunteers for the most pari— fighting for the sake of 
pri/c-money under the patronago of Mturshid Victor. 
They forced the rortuguese sailors, and a lot of our 
owu follows too, to bear n hand in plundering tho 
vessel; and when they had got all they could out of 
her, they set fire to Jier. 3 8t*o lior blow up as I lay 
shiverin’ in my hammock under a ledge of a rock in 
tlio middle of the night. 1 ■was dieadfiU bad for u long 
time while wo lay in prison that winter, wi’ noilim’ 
better than straw for a i>ed, and that most times ■wet. 
They turned the sick out of their hammoi'ks, and 
bandied us all together upon one heap of rotten stiaw. 
But our lads stood by one another, and my master 
done what he could to have mo took caro ot, though lie 
could not come and see me. As the spring como on I 
got hotter, along o’ many moro , though s6me of the 
poor tbllowB died just when they should have got avcU 
for want of warmth and nourishment. Tho Frenchmen 
wantml us to work in the trendies, and we might have 
got out of prison if wo would ha’ done it. Bui that 
didn’t suit ds, and we were allowed io dccUne it, pre- 
ferring 10 be marched off to prison to France. If I was 
to live for a Ihousaiid years— wUfob, thank Heaven, I 
shan’t— I shouldn't forget that tliete miserable mordi. 
We was seven montlib ou tlio routes sometimes a target 
for grilly fighters, who never shewed their fhccs till 
they sent a volley 6f shot among ua— sometimes short 
of victuals and water— sometimes camped for the night 
on tlHi top of a frosty rock without a bfr o’ coveria* 
beyond oor own fiutt^n* rags, Tliete wiis ne’er a Mt 
of shoe or stocking aibong us by the tiitto ww liad been 
a month on the roate— no change o* IfoeiiiwHso vtettuds 
fit to k&m tho soul in a man’s body— and no bed to 
lie on the limfolo foUgue of k mseoh wi* boro 
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OHAttBBES’S JOXJttlSrAI/. 


S 0Wr A mOAnUiittpuft Mpwy timm tfe vria 

nir li(>SPih0r in^ hAtf on m ponldn't 

nwii «|i A jftM nwber of the prisoners got 
Up l>w!Jy knoiiM tm on tito <?6Art before J?»ia crossed 
tho jiiountAlwi, tSbfli tAoy^ #iis foroeil to t«* k'hind, 
somb jfiina «0itj)H!» got well, and M*as exobangod* 
and joSnOd ttao dakeV mty- If it htwln*t been a little 
betteip trayeHln'^ in "Ftmeo than St was in Spain, I'm 
ptretly sn^ 1 abouM have loft my bones there. We 
mawilMili all throttgh Prance into Frcn<‘li Phmdera^ 
WhStt m last we got to Camhr»iy, there wasn’t much 
tnOve *11 h«i seventy of us Out of wollnigh tV^o Immlretl 
that escaped out of tho vessel. My master was loffc 
l^ehind oh parole, and was oxehimgud, and, worse luck 
for me and him too, poor man, was killed in battle 
befbre I got my liberty. His a bad thing to go \o 
prison, but *twa8 the happiest day of my life, V6pt the 
ds^ as I got out, ^heu I lirst into the prison at 
Oamhray, and had a good bed of clean straw to lie 
upon, and a mouthful of decent victuals to comfort 
me. 1 stayed here near three years, and, considerm* all 
things, wasn’t Very badly off. My master, while he 
Uvea, didn’t forget me, and through a Fiendi officer as 
he had made his fHemI, I got many indulgences and 
many a good ration iVom the govoinor. Pei haps T 
itiigljt Jiavo broke out o* prison, and fotind my way to 
tim coast, an some of my comrades did • though whether 
they ever reaoi«*d homo 1 can’t tell — but it •wouldn’t 
have b^n hand<ionte in me to return the kindne^^s 
Of the governor hy giving him tiie slip. ’J’lierc came 
a release for us all when Bonny had lost tli(^ game.* 
‘Did )ott get pay for all tlie time jou wcie in 
prison?* 

‘ I did } mry peimy of it, and spent it, like a fool, in 
double-^LUick time ’ 

‘Was that the end of your soldier^^hip?* 

‘ No, I was transferred to tho 121st, and before tho 
end of the year had landed ou the shores of the Mis- 
sissippi, wiiere I got into a m orse mess than tlio totlter.’ 

* You maan the affair of Now Ot leans ? * 

• ‘ 1 do —I was ill it. There ain’t mueli talk o* that in 
Kngloiid. Tm ai* a shameful harl busiuLss.’ 

‘ It was a fearfully fatal one to tho British.’ 

* All owin’ to stdopid management, rir-Hfiotliiu’ else. 
We should ha* done the buhiness prop t enough if 
we’d a been well officered. Our genixals thought, I 
s’pose, that we Could all eat up hali-a-duzen ’Aferricaits 
n-pioce ; but they took care we shouldn’t get at ’em, by 
leaving tlic Sealin’ ladders Iwhind. Ho there wo stooil 
at daybreak, close uxi to tlioir lieax'y gims, while every 
bhot riddled us thnmgli. As it was, we might ha’ stood 
soipe sort o’ chanec if we’d n licen brought up in hue ; 
but in close column ns we was, tliousuuds of our men 
was cut down in next to no time. 1 hadn’t l»een standm* 
there three minutes afore I <*ould awalkcd over tlie 
muddy canal In front of us, which wai» about four foot 
‘ :*ej), on tpp o' tiic dead bodies o* the 44th« I could soe 
an old niggexf, not iwcuiy paces in front, grinning at us 
wi’ bis white teeth ihrou^i tlie fasbhis, and <'nmiming 
heavy bags of musket^shot into the muxrlo of a thirty* 
two pounder, and sending (wrtain dcatJi to hutidre!^ 
at every disclpu^ge. 1 would Imre gii>e my two arms 
to hava got at the leering devil wr luy teeth. I see 
Biknuiu killed by n ride-shot^ and I was druv myself, 
wt' u lot more, smadt agin the ffissins by the rush o’ 
tho 99d Ulghliutders, who scrambled om us into the 
enoteF's wteti: jbut not a mn of ’em cmo back to 
We stood there tat isKu« 
than half of tet Witetem te» oteiid on, and theuXten* 
bert ordered tlte Jttt^utne^itek 

to staglgter Mk ^ and dyio’ nm 

wltose txoM mdf bM Ibcded away Aom the vfitet 
of a Uttte tr we had been lod ou 

by a done just w^hat we did 

H ivoM lute thBf jgws of the very- 
tad been so^feng ^ 
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management, and the want of ^a little rcsix'ct for tho 
eheiny, cost us some thousandi^f lives, and sx)ilod the 
sUOOes* of Colonel Thornton, Who tarried the batteiy 
on ijisShoV side o’ tho river, but was also obligtd to 
rdtreat, tjU'Cause tho whole Ibrce was blown to pieces, 
and thmuwas nothing left to back him. If wo IumI 
mwtered that battery before wo did anytlimg else, and 
reauead the tpwh first on that side of tlic w ater, we 
should hhvo luul a difibreut tale to tell about New 
Orleans at tliis tlnie o* day- After all, the ’Merricans 
had no muck. Tlicy might ha* druv us into ^e liver 
if tliby had the sperrit to come arten: ua They had 
morrn than ten thousand men, and wo wag Veduoed lo 
two thousand ofibetivos ; but they let us retreat in or<1er, 
with guns and bo^prage, to Our vc^ssels fifteen miles off. 
That scan’ious anUir was the first and lust of my mili- 
tary service in ’Merriey. Soon arter that the peace wa^ 
made, aud I got my discharge, along of a had roomati/ 
pickiKl up through campiu* in tho swmnx^s of the 
Mississijipi.’ 

‘ Of course you have got a pension?’ 

‘No, I lioii’t-o-no i>en&ion, uor no medal, nor no 
nothin’!* 

* How comes that about?* 

‘ I can’t tell ’xactJy. If I harn’t got it, *t uint for 
want of asking for it. But it tvcems I didn’t take steps 
as I knowed notliin’ about. If I’d done a sartin thing 
at a sartin time, they tell me that every two years of 
my bcrviee would h»i’ oountetl lor thnni, and then the 
goveinmont would ha’ had a riglit to ha’ made me a 
jicnsioncr. They are very sorry, of eouri-e, .'lud so am 
I ; but it can’t be helped now\* 

‘It is well, then, that you have a resource in ,>011 
trade. I supimso y ou loariioil that alli i your dihcliai ui ’ 

‘No, I didn’t, sir. I served my tune iegiilazl> !> 
the buwness in that vciy house that fell dow u the totln r 
day in Grayshcr Htioet, and killed poor Ilool.igan, and 
more besides. Here’s your liumrellar, sir ; I must 
ehurgo you ninexx^nco for it, and hope >011 won’t tlnnk 
It too mneli. You ‘H'c J have «cw-tipx>tHl all tli<‘ bones, 
X>ut on a now ferrule itnd new cap, rejiaired the Hxuing, 
and fastened tho handle, which was loose. -Thank \o, 
sir—much obliged— proud to tio anything for you. su, 
at any time. 1 often comes lound thw way ; if you’ll 
lay by any little jobs fiwr me, sir, you won’t say 1 dw's 
’em badly, sir, or overoliarges.* 

Kxit old soldier, earthly closing tiio garden-g'itv* 
after liim; then, making a spookiug-trumpet oi iir 
hand, slowly marching off to tlie tune of ‘ Tlumioll us 
to mend I AlNY humrellars to me-e-e-eud ! ’ 

TIIK ‘ INDKFATXGABLE WOIHIOW’ AND 
Ills COLLECTIONS. 

Tfinuf: are few readers of history who lia> e not liCiird 
of ‘The History of the Troubles of the Church of 
Scotland firom the Jtestbmtion to the Involution ;’ a 
book which has liad tlie rare good fortune of being 
like^l aud praised e\en by those Who are thoroughly 
hostile to its author’s opinions. Tn fact;, though 
Wodrow is It pr<ijudieed, one might almost say a 
violent partisan, yet there is so much singleuets of 
pnrpose aud ^nuino honest enthusiasm tlprougUout 
his wrritiz^, peopte uxe inclined to pardon their 
thorough onotidedness. All lie ho# iftafod is not true $ 
for be was bredulous: but tilien he had tiio great 
merit of never stating anythteg he did not Ivelieve. 
He lute thus often been relied oh evun by oxiponents la 
statements bearing ognhtet thehr oWn side when they 
saw that he had siidliment OvldemsA Th<^ migbi dis-. 
trust Ids judgment, but lUdt his lunciesty* His Industry 
pmuned 1dm the of Mid 

sow notkm Of Us oxtmut nmy twthaps 

he n^ed ftom the Mtent sketSi. Tho old«!ots of his 
wmm wore pretty hut timy oU h«ut u 

sort i^tehdenoy tewiorde om 
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onAMBBiw’s mimvmn jouhnal. 


tration of ihc ixTsocutiong and parsovcr.iuco of tlio tlio goaiHjl, and for tho most x^art to no effect So that 
(Mmrchof Scotland during its time of trial. Though umyiitlme U was a terror to mo tO go out amoug 
he liimscdf belonged to it In the days of its prosperity theih i and coming to particular plaeesr t ofWn hooked 
and i>onor, and was n ilourUhiug and Influential man, blunt iiuding myselt beset with conMinners of 
yet tlierc yiere a suflloiency of incidents in his flunily rm and fay ministry, irho often kept not within the 
and infantine roeollectlons to bring vividly baflnx) him bouu^ of common civility.* 

the perils and anxieties of the time. Among these The collections made by Wodrow are in sonic measure 
nothing could be a mon.* startling memorlot thmi the dispersed : a portion, chiefly biographical, is in the 
drounibiaiicea attending his own birth; and no one who tTniversUy of Glasgow ; others an^ m ecclesiastical 
knows the story can wbndertlmttlie child* oftmi hearing UbrarloSy and in the possession of private individuals, 
it told at the more secure and chco^l flresidd^ peace* isat the largest aud most valuable department U in 
ful days, should have been deeply imbued with the tono the Advocates’ Library^ where its extent and variety is 
of tliene tlirlUing o\onu. , a wonderftd testimony to the oolloclor’s diligence. The 

Ills flitUer was one of the eoveiumting clergy who cireurastancos wliioh brought so large a portion of them 
would not agree to the regulatiomt of Charles 11 .’h to light are inlert^stiiig. The many manuscripts scat- 
gov ernmout, and performing Uielr worship in remote Ufed liero and there, which wore either in Wodrow’s 
places among the mouutains ami furesti, came under handwiitlug or bore marks of having been in his 
the proclamations agHtUist couventiclcrs or fidd- posBC&sioii, prompteil the Hcv. Dr Burns — Ids do* 
preachers. JIo Was obliged to absoond from lus smidant, we believe— to institute a general seart'li, for 
house in (jbsgow ; but v hen his wife’s houf of the purpose of bringing all th.it could bo fl>und to 
Iieril was at hand— she being dfciturlHJd by a pre- light. ‘With the valuable aid,’ he wiys in a letter to 
sciitinicnt that she would not $uryiye the event the editor of Wodrow’s AnakHa, * of ^trs Wodrow, 
— her luisb.iiid made a perilous effort to see her. grand*daughter of the hibioriaii, wlio liad a good many 
Though it was night, and he had di^ui sod himself to manuscripts in her own pobbossiou, and who gave me 
the bebt <if lus ability, he was rccognibed its Uo passed useful hints us to the probable rostlng^plai^es of others, 
* the guard'houbu in the Ti*oiigate,* otid liis destination X succeeded, partly by domhiliary visits to garri ts and 
being euMily gucssod, a party was sent to his hou^^c to other reiKisitorios where those exuviue bad remaiiiGd for 
search for him. Delicacy kept them IVom the bick a series* of years undistiu'ln^d, and partly by eor- 
woninn’s room until every otlier iiossiblo corner liod rc'si)onding with surviving relatives of the historian, 
lx«en bc.trehed, and they wore about to make tlub eon* in unkennolUng fiaim the dust of years some fourscore 
(dusion ot their search, in consulerable certainty of volumes of various bizi^s, and almost all in excellent 
fluding Iht'jr victim, when the arrival of tho idij'sieiaii, pn^serv at ion.’ One x>ortion uf the oollocdiun was of usb 
Dr DavuKoii, suspended their prociHxlings. lie eaino only to a iK>(mli.')r class of students. It consisted of 
.ittoudcd by ‘u man-servant with n laniorii carrying MecturcB, sermons, UoniiUcs, and other compositions of 
hoion* him — it bojng now night — and tho soldiers a similar clas*, by the father of the historian, the 
allowed him to go in wrtU his servant when he told historian himsolf, lus brother Alexander, several of the 
tluin iiib errand.’ Tlio military party still watehed worthies of tin* covenanting age, and many of the 
the picmiscs, and It was during this interval of sus- thwlogical students under Profesbor Wodrow, from 
pensc tiuit the historian of the trouldes was born. IflUO to 1707.’ Forty volumes, containing matter of 
The mothei’s life apxicars to havo depended cm the more general Interest to history and literature, were 
safUy of the father, and the worlliy pliyaieian iound transferred to the Advocates’ Library, where, along 
that ills bcbt prescription would Iks if possible, to rescue with several others, they constitute ^ The AVodrovv 
the fugitive. Tiie jon thus doscribos the iUeidint in a Collection.’ A eonstderaW portion of it consists of 
m 'tnoir of his father . * A method offered to ihc doctor, the hibtorian’s corrcsxioudenee. Tie pivscrved and 
which provoil clUH'tual through God's gocKlncbs for his bound up tlic letters addressed to him ; and havivg an 
cMMpe ; and he proposi*il that my father should change equally good ox>inion of his own, ho coined them, in his 
<‘oats with his seAruul — a pretty largo man ^aud put peculiai*, comi>aet, square hand, into volumes. Throe 
on hib bonnet, and iiribkly lake up the lantern, and go volumes aie still in exist cnci» ; another, the earliest of 
out iK'furc his new master with all the asburanec ho tho series, has been lobi bight of. llis writing is ns 
V. 1 S master of. The thing took; ami the soUlieis clobc and compact as bmall print. The three little 
having b(\ 11 1 lie doctor come in jubi now with a servant, volumes contain about six hundred letters, and some 
when lie vs i nt oil let him pass without observing the of them by uo means brief. But all that is worth 
matter. Tn a quJirter of an hour or thereby the knowing of his own personal eotrespondontao is now 
eiptain returned and searched the whole house, aud pretty accessible in one of the publications of the 
my mother’s room, with the greatest care ; so that they Woilrow Soeu‘ty. Thri is one of Uie book-clubs which 
stugged with their swortls the very bed my mother have lately sprung up. It was institutod In May 1811, 
was lying on, jaloosiug he might be concealed there, *for tho publication of the works of the fathers and 
My mother was now easy, do as they would, and told early writers of the lloftirmod Chunli of Seotlaud,’ It 
them with miieh ehcerfuiness tho bird was flown, and was very wortliiiy named after one who had worked so 
they ncwlcd give themselves no fartlmr trouble.’ amply in the same fluid ; aud besides hib biographies 

So bogmi and terminated all that could be called of eminent clergymen, of which he wrote many, the 
adventurous in the career of Bobert Wodrow. Tho society printed his corrospondouco in three octavo 
cliild who outered the world at a moment of such wild volumes, 

cxeitemsnt aiid peril was to load a quiat* prosperous Tlie miscellaneous documents in the Wodrow Col- 
life, devoted to Ids ministerial duties in the pk^asaiit lection cover a very wide field. A catalogue of them 
rural parish of l^fiestwo^, and to his literary labours fills a considerable volume, and one wonders how a 
and oollectioiMik Uo Imd no fartliet troubles save theo- country clergyman could have got such papers into his 
logical controtramiiios in hts own church, and save possession. Mimy of them were oonnootw with the 
annoyanco suflbred from the remaining Oamcrouiana, great civtt warn) and one mMt tom over a despatch 
Of thes<v lUe oWef worldly souiree of troublo* hn says, with a refl^ce to ‘Oliver OromweU, Bsq.,’ on which 
on the ocoasioh of his havhig, oontwy to thsir tenets, the sand stul adhered, 'or a letter from tho unfortunate 
observed a feats ^iMaad of the eonverse Laud, whtnh sometimes puaxlod jseader with Its 

1 some tirpM? ft*&y IwA Mm (Kristians about signature of ‘ Oul. Ifant.’— a coatragtioii w <MUoltdus 

tlieir own spiritual enga^ in disputes Jtotuariensis^WIUlamofC^iterbua^ 

about jAWc and abdiiii separation, and how to of the (^loUeotlon go over still more msMi gt^nd, as 
defend tho^wfniness and duty of Iteuring me piieach poiiea* mhmtes of cathoUo eoumflls, mraign diplo- 
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matio in0|^>tiation9» and Vik^ Maay of tlio papovi 
are c^pioa made in Wodiwilr*# ofm p^iart s^iUfife^ 
bandwvifcingi and ^ Of titOlO aloiu% 

beaides to ooU6(tonaaiidmi^4^ M'ritlnga jtohtf liata 
aniuladhim iio to ‘I'holndwtictato*^ 

Among tho lOo^l! ctoious of to eoj^ed manuacripta li 
CiOrd %th*V«dNi reUtto of tho mnrden of Hiaasio. This 
Strango» otomcte^^ aotsount, tiioagli it has boon 
more than <mae printed, is soaruely known to genorsi 
roadots* Itoo have naturaUy, notwithstanding iiy 
p’trtur«rf|\i«nesa and air of reality, been doubts of its 
auihootiolty } but Wodrow*i painstaking preservation 
of a oopy is aomotbing in its favour. It ia a strange 
piere of brutal ruiUanism, and otirioosly illuatrates 
tlw manners of tlie court an<l urwtocracy of Scot- 
land in that clay. According to Jiis own ocoouiit, 
t^lien tho conspirators burst into the apa^ent, he 
Qs^ed out, ‘Tliat it would please her majesty to let 
yonder man, Davie, come out, for he hath been owr 
tang there ! * Tho purpose for which Davie was thus 
courteously asked out was tliat of being killed. The 
tragudy is described; but almost more characteristic 
than the deed of violenoe is tho coolness of tho rufiiaQ 
utter it is over. * llie stud X^ord [lluthven] being so 
otocblcd with his sickness and veario of Ins travel, 
that he desired her majosty's pardon to sit down upon 
a coder, and colled for a drink for God's sake J jBo a 
IfVertcUman brought him a cup of wine, and after that 
he had dnuiken, tho qnctui's iii«ijesfy began to rail 
against tho said lord*— Is this >onr sickness, T>ord 
jj^uihvm^ The said bid answereilt God forbid that 
your majesty had suoh a sickness I for I had rather 
give all the moveablo goods that I have. Thun said 
lior majesty I If she diud, or her buirn or common- 
weal perished, she should loa'vo tho rovongo thereof to 
her mends to revenge tlie same upon tho said Lord 
Ituthven and his postenty; for she had the king of 
Kpain her great friend, tho Emperor likewise, mid 
tho king of Erance her good brother, the Cardinal of 
Ijorraiu, and her unkels in Franco ; heiidc^s tiio Popo's 
lioUnesi^ and many odicr princes iu Italy. Tho siud 
lord ansiierud, that these noble princes woie over-grent 
tenmnnges to meddle witli such a poor man as he wa«i, 
baing her majesty's own subje(*t,* &i\ 

Besides the manuscripts there are ^ndbas thick 
volmpoa of printed pamphlets in the Ad>ooateH' 
Library, collected and bound up by Wodrow, each 
>oIumo liaving at the beginning a catalogue of its 
couteuts in his iiocuUar handwriting. Tliey are of 
Uioat value as containing a mass of that sort of fugitive 
literature which lets us mto the secret history of the 
times, but is so apt to be lost unless there hoppon to lie 
a aealoua Wodrow coHectmg and arranging it. Un- 
doubtedly, however, the most valuable morsel in tlie 
Wodrow OoUocUon consists of six stumpy volumes core- 
AlUy written in his own hand, each w it)i an index. The 
title at tho omnmencement of^ho drst volume is * Ana* 
beta; or Material fbr a History of Bemarkable Provi- 
deneoi, mostly relating to Scotch Ministers and Chris- 
tians.’ It Is partly written In a sort of contracted or 
secret hand, as if ho wished no one to read iw-at bast 
all of llr-but himself. In this design, if ho mtertaluod 
4t, ho bas been defeated, since the * Analecta’ have been 
as completely deciphered as tlie far more difficult diary 
of Samuel X^pys, and have boon found to be a 
soarocl^ leas carious ami amusing book. This bai 

putod at ^ Idt 

were in itoa tho imptoiion is limited to 

the mombem m m MMiil*nd Olnb <0 Giaogpw. 

iWliiinBi ^ Anideota* is tbe anthw^s 
'KM gromsgue nanwrivea 'in 

jUIIW Though the iwmaik* 

1w> Scotch ministors and 
sad wWo 4l0Hbttos effibeted ffir piUN 

i™— u? cbnsvli totoy ana togrtphyt yet them m 


divatgenoes iu all direetioaff and cmc^^^blly into 
natUfW history, if what is altorother supernatural can 
toalt of that name* Xn pboc wc havo the mar- 
talM* (Wtequenose where a * corby bigged iu a tree 
at Btoaitollan, and tbe Xtod of Homer a brisk and 
venturesome young gentbmaa, went up and with danger 
climbad the trecy and took out the eggs, and boibd 
them hard, add put them again in the nest.* We m 
sorry to be obUged to tantslbh the reader, but the 
oonsequenoei of wis anomalous aut on the population 
of Scoth^ were of a kind wliioh cannot well be told 
to the polite ears of the present day. Immediately after 
It Cornea another natural-history anecdote whicli wiU 
better bear teiUlagi^ 

‘ The same persbn tells mo another aooompt which 
he had IVom a veiT sonaiblo gentleman about four or 
flvo miles firom him. Theie is k rook beside a loch 
where tho corns or eagles do bigg. Iboro was ono part 
of it very convenient, which a corby or raven clioso to 
bigjf her nest in. Within a While one of tlie earns ( mno 
and dispossessed her. After some strngglo for bomo 
days, at length tlie corby went off, and was not si*cu 
for Several wcek8-^4eii or twelve. At length the corby 
cauie bacdr with a little bird with it, about twi (0 the 
largeness of a sparrow, and waited ond hovered about 
the place. Ono day the gentleman observed, and tho 
earn is coming out of his nest, and tho <»crby attacks 
him, and tho little binl joincsl. And after somo tune’s 
struggle, and tho bird striking below tJio ewni at her 
breast, ho obaerred tho littlo bird stnUc with tlie sifle 
of its wing at the neck of Ibo earn. At length, after 
several misses, it struck off the oarii’s neck ns if it had 
been done with a raaor, and tlie neck uud tiunk'foll 
down to the earth, with a little feather, liudi ho took 
up and supposed was the instrument of cutting I It 
was very stiff, and sliarper than a razor, and full of 
blood.’— CAwn/e*^ hi, ill. 88.) 

Tho ‘Analecta* are strewed with ghoht- btoius, 
BoiuQ of them very picturesque. TJiero is ,t long 
and somewhat tedious dvsciiptioii of tho txoiible-i 
Sufibred by tho inmates of a haunted houFc, tho 
ghostly persecutor of wliieU appeals to have btn.*!! a 
parson of a very substantial kind. ‘ The family 
were mostly disturbed in the night - tune, and tliat 
by unaccountable knockiiigs on tho bed, as if done 
wiUi a great luuxmier or axe, as if one were dinging 
it all in pieces ; by tbiwmg down of all the pewther 
vessels iu tho kiti^eii, making a groat hurling noise, 
and yet on tho morrow morning they find tho vessels 
all in the onto tiiey w<»to in before.’ 'tlie ghost udvnm'od 
to tho still further insolence of seising the young lady 
of the house, ‘ and beat her severely, so that she coul I i 
not get any rest for several nights.’ In wauling up tho 
narrative ho says t ‘ Upon one of these days, a servant- 
man that belonged to the ibmity, as he was at Ids work 
in tho tiold, happened to say to tho rest of his neigh* 
hours tliat were shearing with him ; ^ Lonl 1 k) thanked, 
t)io i^ost has not troubled us this last night I** Ho 
hod no sooner spoken this word than ho got a sevoro 
pelt on tho bat'k with a stone, thi^wn at him from 
sumo invisible liand, which tlioy all observed to rebound 
off his back On the is^Und, and some of them took it up.* 

A little fkrthor on is a very lligblanddike incidont of 
one seeing a vision of a friond with a dirk sticking in 
Ids breast. That night he was stabbed by a tiiikor, b 
whom, as a ipetotvate) ho had punished. ^ 

Tap ‘Analecta*' many anecdotes of dxstin*^ 

guiahed men, not less mar^ous IMn tho other 
portions. Is it possible to boUeve to Mowing told pt 
Andrew Mamll and Harrington 
‘Tto 8a4 to adveoate fSUr Stewart, 

lord adrooatel were giwkt (mmm w jHarrington, 
to author of to Ooeanm That Hidrington had 
this partionlar tot to Sees tot were about 
to were fffi procitotd to tat of to mm out of 
totonwtoweiasg^to < 
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him ! One day diieourfdngf vith MarreU oa the head, 
sliico no reasoning would pipeviul with him, he odvieed 
him io this experiment : to amae make a UtUo cabin df • 
Umber, with the one side glaia and tixe to)^ gla^t If 
close as could ho, and enolos^ hlmaaV thete^ and let 
sun beat on him ; and when all wni he obsemd 
any JIocb there come out of his bddy it was we^ *, if not, 
tlien to oast off the fff^udiee I The aaaebine was made, 
nod Harrington and Mah^fmin^ ^m^eisnoAppoar- 
anoe of decs. MarvbU lit tnlft him till, wiUt Us close- 
ness and Imat, ho was almost sifcffbuatoa. OnPwhioh he 
Went out, and come dUociUy to the advooate and told 
liirn the story, complaliiiug that he was a greato) fbol 
himself than Hamngion, who continued still in the 
imagination, saying he did not know but sometliing in 
tile machine n^ht then jbinder flees coining out of 

IkSvhk * 


ltAM)I.JSS IN SEARCH OE WII.D- FLOWERS. 

Anausr. 

lUviNo been prevented by the lateness of the hour 
from botanising the hoath and hillside on my return 
from Holeago bogs, I resolved on taking the earlii^st 
opportunity of doing so ; and thorejfbre, shottly after 
tliat pleasant excursion, 1 again set forth on my donkey, 
and with my intelligent young companion, George the 
doukoy-hoy, whose ardour fur flowers almost equalled 
my own* There was, however, this difl^enco betuten 
us— that with him it was an entirely new pursuit, a 
ivission taken up on the moment, and carried on hi a 
state of profound ignorance, so that oftentimes he 
broiiglit to mo as wonders plants wliicU he must ha\o 
O.nly been, but which, from his attention having never 
been diH'ctcd to tho subject, ho hod liithcrto passed 
by unnoticed $ whilst with me a love of flowers liad 
‘ffrown with my growth and strcugtliencd with ray 
strength,’ and from that root of love Imd sprung np a 
power of diBcriiuination which liad led to nmcli plea- 
sure and some knowledge. George’s eyes were, how- 
ever, in a measure opened, and t doubt not tliat the 
fllm has not again enthor^ over them, but that he 
will throughout life look on nature with a more 
enlightened and intcix*&ted mind ilion ho ever did 
before. And nowtimt 1 am on the subject, let me 
suggest to those wiio are In tho habit of country 
rumbles, and oio informed on any subject of inti'rcst, 
how much pleasure tliey might give, and how much 
knowledge they might import, if they were more ready 
to communicato with others, especially with those 
below them in station. If you can succeed in draw- 
ing the attention of your donkey-boy, qv the servant 
who attends you in your walk or ride, or of the cottage 
child who acts as your guide amid those rural haunts 
which you are in the habit of exploring, to natural 
pursuits, and allure them to seaxch out and understand 
a Uttlo of tlioso bright objoots wliioh surround them, 
and iridch you are yourself studying with Interest, 
wheUiar those objects bo trees, or flowers, or birds, or 
slwfls, or fossils, you do then^i the greatest service. 
Thel« Is no need fbr giving them tedimcal knowledge : 
much Important and deeply -Interesting information 
may be impacted without using ono hard word or tecU- 
fllm Um ; «»d by opaniug their eyes to discern beau- 
ties and dutenli wmers in uiose thmga whibh lie within 
tboir reaoh, b^t Urmoh have hitherto been shut out ftm 
tlaun from tbw tvant of a little instruoriou, you supply 
tl^em with u Iw^te eWOA ratlonid amusement 
and pthArwise idle, 

^ by fo doing msy in mAuy oitsei be the mesns of 
ketptofhM frm pioUhit to ttia tim^ibhmn whl^ 
biiy^!y^»)ip j y ^ iimttsanuMtt fifrkaas of 


riee and frlly^ He who deUi^ts in a garden, in watch- 
iU| birds, in classing or collecting flowers or shells, or 
in apy other ooueiiry pursuit, is less likely to bo ibund 
hi an alehmise than im who has no such intmstii. By 


all nmani fry to bring as many minds as posSlbio Under 
such wholesome influence, and never count it loss of 
rime or of dignity to endeavour to point out riu» lead- 
ing charaoteriiti^ of the plants, or oriier natural 
objeoti they bring you, and tiielr wonderful structure 
uses $ and in so doing you will have a good opening 
to direct their mhids to Him who formed Al these 
wondrous and beautiful oldeots fur man’s delight, and to 
lead them to * look tlirouglt nature up to uaturo’i God.’ 
Happy ho of whom it may be said — 

I ^ 11c looks abroad into the varied flold 

Of natme, aitd though poor, perhaps, oompaicd 
With those whose iiiaTisions glitter in bls sight, 

Calls the dcliglitfUl sci^neiy all hi$ own. 

Ilh aie the luouuiains, and the v^leys his, « 

And the reoplcudonk ri\ors ; liis to enjoy 
With a propriety that none can feel 
But who, With flliul confidence insplied, 

Can lift to Heaven an unpii sumptuous oyo, 

And smiltiig say : My Fathet made them .ill 1*’ * 

! By tlie time my oxcursions were over George was 
I almost a botanist. Ho had certainly a uew source of 
delight a{)on to him, and one whiuli, being easily gra- 
tltied, I have no doubt beguiled him of many weary 
jhitiiis when, tramping beside lits donkey, hu would have 
iDtherwisc been very dull. The day hwl bot^n vciy hot^ 
and continued so even afiei I bad set out. I therefore 
abandoned the high road, which I should have other- 
wise followed, and diving into the shady lanes, soon 
found luvself again following the course of Ibc brook in 
its way num sweet Dnleage. As 1 rode on I found that 
lumdsomo apccics of the gMium tribe - the wild madder 
{Jhbia voregima,^ ’Fins pl.iut seems to bo confined 
clnefly, if not entirely, to the bouth-west of Rnglanil and 
Wales, and uboun<ls m Devon ami Cornwall. Its long * 
bnuiclu^*) waving high and wide in all ilircdion^i, like 
others of that family, are great ornaments to tho 
hedges. Tho chief diffenmce in ajipeaTancc between it 
mid the galiums consists in the hard, persistent (.lui* 
r.ictcrofils leaves, whkh grow from four to six m a 
whorl, are elliptical, shining, and smootli, witli a flringe 
of sharp, short it cth, very tluckly set at the liiargin. The 
stem IS squaie and branchod ; tlie flowers of a yellow ibh 
grwn, in compound terminal pimldcs. ('ITic panxih is 
a sort of loose, subdividod cluster.) ’flio berry is blat*k, 
and something like an ivy berry ; but cither it toims 
seed sparingly, or else tlie birds eat it early, for though 
tiic plant grows profusely tluroughout tjie district, I 
liave seldom found it in fruit. Its long bronchos hang 
on tho hedges all tho wriuter, the leaves Ik. mg thou 
dead, brown, and dry. It takes Us generic nanu' from 
Rubew, red ; to dye which colour bonie of the spi^cios 
are usod. 

Tho wall - pemiy wort (Cb/y/a^i nmltlicu^ alxmnd^ 
iu this neighbourhood, though marked as *raie’ by 
some authors. It is a singular plant : tlie leaf Is Ihitk, 
xmmd, and very succulent, tho stem being inserted 
into tho centre like a nastartium-leaf $ it grows as 
low as the stone -crops, and from tho root rises a 
purplish flower -stalk of from alioufc oigltt to twelve 
Inchos in height, according to the amount of soil atid 
sun of which it partakes. Tho flowers aro pale, 
greenish-yellow little bells, arranged in a double row 
on one side of the stem, like the lily of the valiey. 
One of iheisottagea at Knowle which x passed exhlMU * 
this plant in its greatest beauty, the wMe thateh being 
omamented with dusters of it, which have apM^nt^ 
grown ttoe for very many successive m 

decaying pbrnts forming ammaliy fresh paMIflm for 
the crepi «( the sncceediog year, until im uMo has 
beomaemmfoAisefvei^ 
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loiivos AAd stems, witli bui»;li<wi of tall, ut»riglit 
i^ouer-stfUks and doUottto 6owvrs atXMtsacd ou It, givlu^ 
to the irreguUr roof ^of diurk UmtoU a niost ftugnlar 
mu! beautiful The tops of thatched houses 

ottd sheds, <M( well as old avails, are yaty Jkvourlto 
MiWk pf the |)eimywQti*t f and it is also oftea found 
burstiag out fb^iu between the interstices of the red- 
sandatoue rock which is so abundant in South iievoii, 
on ^hich it looks revy hanil«mue, as well as uu the 
high banks which almost overhang our l)cv(»n«>hi]^ 
lanes* ^ 

But if I linfu'r thu^ umidst tlicsc moat U'wUcli- 
ing Uinos I shall never reach niy destination, so reso- 
lutely tunimg my attention from th<» alluring i>Jaiits 
on all sides, I hasten Master Jack’s pace a little, and 
turning to tho riglit beyond Daleago Mill, T soon tihid 
myself ou rising grouiui, aud eneiix'led by distant land- 
SCa]>0s aud near Houers scarcely knowing to which 
drst to direct iny attciitiun. A liehly- undulating 
ground lies all round me, gloulng uitli the gorgeous 
hues of the gorsc and heath, now in tlieir fulU nt bloom. 
To the right 1 see the mouth of the beautiful river K\e, 
and the pretty town of Kxinouth just in sight, ^inlti- 
tudes of vessids lie in the harbour formed hy llu' mouth 
of the river: and others, with llieir wliite or re<l s-iils 
glnneing in the sunbeam^^, are dancing over the waves 

— some bt'oring gay groups of young peojile, witli iK*r- 
hnpe a guard of elders, for a happy sail on tlio brigiit 
water, and possibly conveying with them some i>oor | 
invalid to enjoy tho swci^t scent ry and reviving air 
after the exhaustion of a hot day. Others are freigJited 
with limestone fi’om the quanto of lovely Ihibbiconilie 
and Petty Tor, those beautiful chds wliere whole heca- 

! tombs of madrepova seem to have been siinultaueously 
eauglit and imi>rUowed in the solid WK-k, whence they 
are uow hewn out in mighty luasscH, and formed into 
chimney - pieecH, aud chiimioy ornaments, and tabU^s, 
ami a thousand othvr doeorations, for the Jiubitatious of 
aspeiies of brings which had not jet been callcHl into 

i s existencu when these little halt-anini.ito cn^atuics coascnl 

I to live. All is bright, all beautiful ; and theie, ou the 
right, wc catch oven more noble \iew8 of the wide oi>eti 
sea, and of the rang«» of wlvite clifJs between which lie 

I Sidmouth mid Lyme Kegis, and many oilier lovely 
littlo ton ns; and even in such a dear <**^ as this wo 
cm ikTceive Portland itsvdf, whilst riglit before is u 
wide &trct(*h of heathy liill, intersperse^! with copbos 
and piaiilatious, and with broad fruitful tieldb xechumed 
from the uikl. 

liut now 1 turn my eyes and mind from the more 
distant lieaulich to the immediate object 1 iiave in 
view' ; and lo ! before uw* and around me, on all siib's, 
a most inc.xplieable appearance claims my ntteution. 
Tills singular object, wlictiier animal or vegetable, 
natuial or ortllicial— for I am in some doubt at first 

— apiHfurs like an intorminahle mass of tiny scarlet 
CQixla, twined in au inextricable maxo over and around 
every twig of hoaili or furxc willtin uiy ninge, and 
knit together and tuaitod over the tops of ilie idants, 
running from one to another in every dii\»ction, aiiu 
both ou the lower aud the iqiper shoots. I (•xauiine 
it more closely, and see that it is evidently u vegetable 
production, mid that tlic I'ed cord<^IUco iiiutcrial is ns 
evidently the stem of a plant, and not, as 1 at ili'st 
almost boHoVed, the web of some sort of spider (tliough 
tho tlxkkuoss of tho curd would, on examination, have 
refuted snoh an idea, it bring in the stoutest parts ns 
largo os n coarse silk thrcml, thougli towards the points 
scoreeily tUokor than a MfO ^ K^sreh for loaves, buf 

* thore are noiiv-^a few stunted sc^ales bci^g tlm only 
substitute; then M tlte -root, bu,t bore 1 am sorely 
puKried, iW I eanisid^ ireea any of tlm shoots to the 
mth; UAssotuii ihm hre in abundance ^tt}o 
white luhJ'bs Mok rite lines of tbo thread in ten 
thouiaiid places ^xmrisUng of dusters of little ilovrers, 
which I llud^ on eivahrining rimm umjier a iniovoscopo, 


are very elegant, composed of live stamens and tno 
pistils, with one four or dve^cleft petal of a palc-wliitish 
flfesli-colour* The whole has a waxy hxik, and fondbly 
ronduds mo of tho beautiful grccnliou«)(»-cvceper JJoyn 
mimosa* Its choxaetoristic marks con firm my hope 
that it is tlio Josser ilodder (Cuucuta cpithymum), a plant 
which 1 had not beforo seen, gUhougdi it not unfre- 
qucatly ocxuirs on heath and thyme in i'xposod bitua- 
tions both in England ami liicothuid. The dodder is 
of tho natural order csnw/cuk^cccr, and is parasitic on 
heath, fii^xc, nnd thyme. I coll it parabitic, liccause 
though springing, T believe, originally IVom earth, nttcr 
it has thrown up iu shoots sufUoiently to lay hold ou 
tho plants above, it abandons its hoUl on tho ground, 
and lives indo{K)udently of its original root on the 
juices derived from tlio plants to uhicli it has attached 
itK‘lf; absorbing them through small tubercles or 
papiUas whioli act as roots, and Which start from 
eve^ p'lxt of tho stem which rcinaius long in contact 
uirfl the adopting x^htiit, into the bark of which they 
peiioU*ate. Lindlcy gives the following lively dcbC'rip- 
tion of it : — ‘ Have you never remarked on tin* .stems of 
tile heaths, on nc-ttles, or of the fnrzc>, clusters of stout 
reddish cords, M'hich are so twisted and intertwined 
that jou would take them for a knot of young snakes, 
if the colour ilrsl. and tlion their touch, did nob unde- 
ceive j'ou ? If over you have rc^niarkud ho strange an 
appenranco you have setm dodder, which, oiigimilly 
eaitidiorn, soon lays hohl of some neighbouring plant, 
twists her leafless shoots around it, dxes them iiinily 
to the branches, quits her hold of the soil, and Ihenee- 
furward, as if ashamed of her humble origin, feeds only 
upon dews and rains till the iVost comes, iii]>s her 
tcaidcr frame, and l(*avos her dead and shri> oiled lor in 
still clinging to its plnc‘e, a monument of the punish- 
ment of vegetable ambition.* 

There is but one other species of d(HhIc»r in England— 
itta tlic greater dodder- - which i.s xiarawtic 

on nettles, ilax, &c. GriiHth speaks of Ui gigantic 
sptH'ies in AlTgiianiston, which even preys on itwdf, 
one mass of which half-cuvcn‘d a wUloW' of from 
twenty to thirty feet high** A fit emblem tins of llie 
moibid srif-lormontor who wounds hinuself, and sucks, 
a« it were, his own life-blood h> means of the convolu- 
tion of his o\.ii rootless fancies. In tropical countries 
orehideous and other parohitc^s abound, but in Eugland 
wc have f<*»v wbiidi can propcTly be so culled, 'rho 
mislctoe i^Vibcum alha), that plant of Druidieal criii- 
brity, is one. In Somersetshire, and in many otlicu* 
countios, tho apple-tiees arc loaded witli huge bunches 
of this very curious ]dant ; but in Oevoiibliire it is not 
to be found growing, tbougli, from the riqudity and 
cheapness of convoyaneo, it is commoiil.y imported at 
('hristmas, and licvoushiro people aiu no longer 
deprived of it^ ixrcsonco amcmg tlie forchls ot holly 
whic*h decorate every house at tlmt mystic season. 
The iniftletcxJ is a curious and interesting slirubby 
plant, of the patural order Loranthui^m. Its stems, of 
a pc*culiar gfoen, ore ropeatodly forked and jointed ; its 
leaves grow in pairs, arc lauce-sliaixccl and roundea at 
rite point, tho texture liciug thic'k nnd succulent, anti 
becoming leather} as tho juices of tlic plant dry up j the 
flowers on* small aud umxoUceablc, of a yellowish^greeut 
In terminal }ica4st mtd H Is only the white semi-transpa- 
rout berry, alihost liko wldto coTtirilan, which is in per- 
fection at mid-winter, that gives it interest. This berry 
is globular, smooth, and flU<!ri with a sort of slimy sub- 
itauoe, in which Is oontalned a single sood. Jt Is supposed 
tlmt riicse soods are carried by mCi$ Ihowi tree to tree. | 
OrUBths states^ that * In this tribe riio ripe seeds adhere 
drpily to the substance to which they are applied by 
incftns of riiriv viscid mtlng, which haiedens into a 
transparent glue, }a two or three days after appli- 
cation tbp mirie curves fowards rim support, and as 
soon OH it roachvs U, becrines enlarged and ilatleucd ; 
by dei^iirces a union la A^cd between the woody systom 
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of the pnrn* ito and tlio stock, after virlilch tlio fbnncr 
lies ciitiroly on the latter, the ^bros of the sncconr-llko 
root of the parasite expanding: on tlio urood of tie 
support ‘in tlie form of a dW.* Prior to that 
time the parasite had been nourished by its own 
albiinieii, vhhh U pradunlly absorbed, I have seen 
bunches of niislotoc full twenty feet itt fflrth. Birdlime 
is made ftom ibc bark and root of this shrub. 

But T must nut quit this subject witliont a word atiout 
the old m>siie rites with which the name of misletoc is 
associated. Although in great request as an aaornfiient 
for bcr\ ants' halls and farmhouse kitcluMis, this ever- 
green is not admitted into churches, hehig excluded aa 
a relic of tho old pagan customs of the Druids ; at least 
so says Brand, and I certainly have myself never seen 
it mod in sacred edideea. Brand quotes from aji old 
author, who says that Yttlc-tidc was tho most lesxiet'tahle 
fosfival of our Druids, and that they at that season 
‘ laid l)^.lnebe^ of the misletoe, called also “ alLheal,” on 
their alhns, as an emblem of tho salutiferous advent of 
the Me‘ ‘ uih this (‘ustom is still prevalent in the north, 
ami wa^ lately at York.* Brand «o writes not much 
more than a century aqo: ‘On the eve of Ohristmas- 
d.iy tliev (any mihletoe to tho hiuh altar of the 
cathedral, and proclaim a public and unhtrsal pardon 
and frce(loni to all sorli of inferior and e\ on wicked 
people at the gates of the city towards the four quarters 
of he.n < n.* In fonnor years a branch of misletoe was 
1 liinig up in most houses, 1 believe, among the gentry, 

I as well «is among the rustic population ; and it was the 
• piitihge of all in th(‘ company to kiss each individual 
w hom thoj' could catch under it; but in tbe pi'osent 
fl IV, whi'u such umestrained licence docs not prevail, it 
In only to b(' loimd thus exalted in the more remote and 
M»('lu(led (’onu'rs of England, where it &(ill holds its 
*ugnouriiil rights, and produces much noisy romping 
and men inumt among the farmhouse uervauts. A pretty 
stene oft('n occurs when it is buspended over a family 
gioup of (hildron, whose merry gambols aio gnvUlv 
eiihanet'd h} its prescuce^tbe ebubby urchins, boys 
and gills, jimipine about and kissing each other w itli 
rosy lips and soft, dimpUd arms twined louud e.ich 
othei’s necks, one fair little girl dragging her fat baby 
brother in her arms to be ‘kissed under the nusleUKV 
w liil&t another forces grandpapa to tho same clianned 
spot, to undergo llie same (civmony ; and nuolher fine, 
hold, i*urly-bead(sl nvelim of seven or eight years okl 
shouts with ujiroarious delight at having caught some 
lltllo blue -eyed Annus or tiny Jeaimetto, or ssuoy 
I II( len, at uiunvaivs, and seized the kisb which llio little 
I damael, a]Mng her elders, did not mean to have 
bestowed ! In one instance 1 know a little girl of some 
four or five } ears old .•'ocrelo a sprig of mibletoe uudijr 
her piimfoie, wbieb, v^heu she was taken to vibit a 
little brother, born but the night bofoie, and bcatedon 
her mother's bed to look at him, bhe suddenly drew out, 
exclfdmiug w iili great exultation : ‘ Bess his itta face, 
petty itta fellow, muss kiss him under the misletoe ;* 
whicli, with all duo solemnity, she proceeded to do. 

Whew» the misletoo-bougli is intended to be liung np 
in state, no siiiatl twigs aro allowed to Ik* placed among 
tho decorations of the ball or kitchen, for of inter- 
fering with tho si>ort, by drawing off attention ftota 
the grand point of interest. Tho broom - rape ( Oro- 
fHtwhe\ a plant of a peculiar appeartnoe, is another 
of the triwj of parasites one species growing on 
the roots of clover, fhrao, and broom; another on 
those of tho pad'wA/ whilst a third (0^ ratnasa) is 
confined to thoso bf Idia himp t of tliis species Vau^her 
of (Jktneva stator tbAt * ^ Uo niany years 

inert in the sojilf lupins tlioy coma in eontact with 
the roots of litmp, nlant on whit^h that speoios grows 
purasitk^ally, wlien tnof ilwodiatolir sprout* This 
plant might, by a ootnmou OboOirver, bo takhn fbr ono 
of tlieorma tribe; but H it not so^-itoAd its congener, 
the groaicr toothwort »qmntiiria)i finmung a 


class of themselves without other allies. ThO species of 
tho turoom-rape diffbr much from each other. It is 
named from orotmy a veteli, and angcUm, to strangle, 
beemise it^^parasitic habits are frequently tlie cause of 
tlie destmotion of the plant wdiercou it grows. The 
corolla is tubular and lippe<i : the wdiole plant, wlten it 
first bursts forth from the earth, i^^ of a yellowish hue 
tinged with purple; it then bet'omes of « dm«y purpUsli- 
red, turuing as it matures to n browner liiu*, and looking 
s^ji«nlvid, and so like a dead plant, tliat none, dll they 
closely examine it, w'ould believe that it wn"ju tho 
prime of life and vigour. This appearance is common 
to most of the species ; but tliey vary in some di'greo 
both in hue and form, as well us in size— the largest 
bemg from I to 1} feet ni height, wliilst otliers do 
no! exceed I or f» inches. It is a strange -looking 
plmt, and om wliieh one might well suspect of 
utidcrhaiil and murderous proceedings, scan'cly 
dcmbtiii" that it wiis quite e.iiiablc of strangling the ' 
young offspring of tho clover m then* earthy cradles, 
or of sucking their life-blood if they W(‘rc strong 
eiiouifii to cHc.ipe strangulation! Schinuchter biiys 
that the seeds of this In he only att'ick ‘‘mllings, and 
are uiinbli* to attach themselves to plants of larger 
growth, IS a jiowerful nstriii'jLMit. 

But I must no longi'r dwell on the tubjeet of para- 
sites, althouch the bird's nest (*1/ouofojMt Idi/popitt/s) 
and many others should he noticed ; for the heatiis w'ait 
for a wmd of jiraise, and will th(‘y des(‘rvc it. A fine 
itnlih of undulatinc heath) - gnmad is a be.iutifiil 
bl j<‘ct, as fai as the e.\ e c.'m ixath, and bounded <mly by 
the blue 'sca, Ins the golden goise {(Jia J'uiojunts), 
intersiK*rsed with tho puiplc glow of the heather and 
v>il(l-th)me, nud here and there variisl by a i>ateli of the 
singidar n' Ubsli-brown whn h marks the iio-Nltion of .i 
bog. The air is alive v^ith the bum of bees which have 
flown miles, peihap^, to \>rociitc the honey from tlie 
aiomatie thyme - and lioiu) drawn fiom the lieath) | 
hillside is tveii purer and moie (hduious than Hint | 
which is jwoeured from .my other source. And tiien I 
there is the cry of the landrail, am! the hoarse croak of i 
the r<H»k filling up the liarmtmy made by n thousand i 
fm* and liappy bmls, whilst now and then a haie or | 
rabbit si*uds iicioss your path, or a covey of partridges i 
lises iK'forb you with a frhnr like the lusli pt an 
ascending sky-rocket. But few varieties of heath grow I 
in Pbigland — fi>e species of true heath (JCnca) and 
one of lina (J^dlvna) completing tho cntalogae. The 
common soit v\liu.h colours our UilUide with its detp 
imrjfie Iwlls is Kiua cinena, the badge of tlu* (Man 
jMacalistcr* this and the ling {i'uHtHfU ruh/oih) are 
I alike abundant and useful, lauiig employed for making 
I brooms, for thatclung, and often foi roiios. The grouse 
feed almost exdusivcly on tliem, and aoino ixirfc of 
them is umkI for dyeing yellow. The cross -leaved 
heath (A’. /rOo/n) grows on this bill, and is burpass- 
ingly elegant. It is liom six to twelve inches in Iioight, 
with fringed leaves, four togdher, bristly and downy; 
its flowers arc m dense terminal clusters of i\ bright 
rose-colour, and sometimes wiiite: it js the badge of the 
('ian Macdonald. Wo do not find cither of tlie other 
British species here -the roriiidi licath (/5. rar/am) 
mid the frincfcd heath (7t'. cdiarui) being both confined 
to Cornwall, whilst K mddaenanm said to bo found 
only on tlie Connemara ^Mountains in Ireland. The 
lieath form lielougs more partienlarly to the Old World, 
those exquisitely beautiful oxotie spOciniens which 
adorn our grocuhouses coming principsHy from the Cape 
of Oood Hope and the northern shores of tlko 
raneaii. IJumbohU spoils of Italy and Siuiin, and ttfo 
Peak of Temorifih, as loctlkies wht^re he lias seen hectihs 
in tho greatest tuxurianoe and beauty. It has 
I botimists to discover the reason «f tho foot tlmt tlio 
Imi nthjdm suddenly dlsspiK'ors on tho 
cINty of-thc tTftd Mountains, and is not tmA to 
Bte east, though ft ftlioufids to tho irast of tlhjtilSc gloun- 
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iR>vnrI in th 0 AxmB mA tbt Jtoeliskd, li nrholty 
fbroughotti; all of ibnedca, k whidb» 

though poutoMieKl of Mill 4 nOble and extO])»ifO ^or% 
only ono indirSditttl boath ihmily has as yot been 
fbnnd. 1 ith«U ho^ wt a ktnre time to enter fhrthor 
Oft hUUiide topiOB 1 1 tftttsk nov forbear, for the setting 
sUii and tdi&ng Hig warn me to seek my home before ilte 
CTtming W too far Advanced ; therefore, Tdth fine speci- 
mens <? dodder, do, for my iiorm airrws in my caslibX 
sot forward, hoping that to-morrow will load me to 
‘ ffosh fidds and pastures new.* 


INCIDENT DtmiNGI THE MUTINY OE 179L 

Tmb nineteenth contitry may now he said to hive 
attained middle Agv>, and in Ibo brilliant noonday of 
its intoileet and srienc*e (ho important events that 
marked the close of its predecessor are becoming dim 
Aiid in^listinct, like the vanishing images ot' a dissolving 
view. Ihrogress has been so rapid amco ilio ponce tiiat 
a wider chasm intervoncs tieiwcon 1700 and 18r>l than 
any dividing tlie pro(‘oding centuries: much more 
tJum half a century appears to separate us from the 
cdghtocntli. But a stirring and a troublous period iies 
before tills intervaL Life, doubtless, was moro rife willi 
interest aud excitomonl to those whose youth belongcKl 
to it llum ib is iu this calmer age*. One fccN tliat the 
* old people’ of to-da.i have more of a * history in their 
lives* than our ago will have; and oven vhilo we 
acknowledge with devout gratitude the blessing of 
peace, it is {doasant to listen to stories of * the Wor- 
time.* Olio evening, wliilst sitting witli n relative of 
our own gaxing on tlic waters of the Clmnnel, which 
wore trembling and quivering bencatii the rosy sunset, 
ve expressed some such seniiincnts, and after agreeing 
in our opinion that life in those days was mon 
animated by hope and fear than at present, lie added, 
snniing : * For instance, in *97 I iiarrou ly eacaped 
hanging 1 ’ 

Wo were much surprised at sucli a declaration 
fbom one s»lio, nt the time he spoke, was a brave and 
dlstiiiguisltcd admiral, and eagerly asked the * hov arul 
why* of the Oflventuro ; and he told u , 'VTo regret 
that Wo cannot the exact words of the animated 
relation, but wo will tiy to give the substance as iu*arly 
AS possibla 

In 1797 mutiny broke out among tho seauieii at 
Hpithead— an inexcusable <Tiinc in the opinion oi naval 
mon, but which he who reUiunl the storj palliated in 
some degree by candidly acknowledging that in those 
days the poor follows w'ho were guilty of it had 
groat and just cause for complaint. Tlicy were not 
only Ul-pAid, but their food was of very bod quality , 
many CAptaius in the navy were harsh and tyrannical - 
gs, m oonsequenco of tho iiorvcrsity of human nature, 
will pvcfoabiy glways he tlio case \ and tho men whose 
Wood Whs foeely poureil out in tlio delence of their 
native land varo, to say tho least, neglocted and uucared 
for by thdir tulers. Oh happy c<msi*quence of peace 
(fod advancing Jcnowlodgol these men are now well- 
fii^ the means of instruotlon afibrded tliem, and 
bMes ptevided for tliem when, returning foom * tho 
aftjogora bf tho aoa,’ they are discharged and sent on 
Shore* the poor muttiiesirs at Splthead dreamed not 
of Stefo iHivimtegos as those* 

Admire} was e jufoor UenMaftt on board the 
JShMt whed tlieifiutfoy kftoU ont t bfit ptemotiop wee 
Sftpid OiSfit ai»d beaHfig that rstik he was atfil 

only a youth 

(hsemrered, and th # foe kindUnass 
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aftfwar thi^ wottld hang him on tho yard-arm / He 
was obUgetf to oboy thah^ will of course, secretly resoJv- 
i% however, not fo givs them the opportunity of fhl- 
filiteg their kind intentions by returning to the ship ; 
but yoftng officer cidculatod too much upon being 
his own master. Ue was put on shore at the Point, 
and proceoded at once to tno admiral's house in the 
High Bti'eot. The naval chief gave him a good-natured 
and oordial reception, and listened patiently to the 
mess^ ho dcUverod foom the mutim^ers, nhich was to 
the effocf that they must have an immediate advance of 
wages, good blscttit. pork, 4bo. ot that they would carry 
thelT smp over to tne French. 

< Go oft board agaui, sir,* was his reptyt * and tell 
these gentlemen that none of their demands can he 
listened to till they return to their duty : inform them 
also tliat tho moment they attempt to weigh anchor 
hot shot will bo fired on them fh>m the Isle of Dogs, 
and their vessel and themselves sent to the l>ottot»i.’ 

Tlie lieutenant bowed and loft the office. Outside 
he paused. He was going, in ol)odience to Iiis superior, 
to certain death. It was a fearful trial of courage and 
profossional discipline. A mother whom lie idoUsctl 
hved at no great distance i ho would at least bid her a 
hist farewell 1 But the admiral, aware of tho saciificH.' 
he exacted, so mudi greater than that of perilling life 
by luountlng * the deadly breach,* had followed tho 
prtoi l)oy, and lightly tappbg his shoulder, told him he 
would walk with Inm to the lieacli. Thus e>cn tho last 
look nt homo for which ho longod “a as denied him 
A waterman’s wherry roconveyed him to the ship. It 
was May- -a bright glorious May, such as England 
used to enjoy * once upon a time 5 * and xcry s^d veie 
the feelings with which the young officer looked haik 
upon the retreating town, and round on the gl id sunn^ 
waters and blue-tinted I'lle of Wight, deeming tint lie 
tioliold them for the lost time. Occnsionally also, he 
told us, his oyos would revert, in spite ot his endeavours 
to forget it, to the fatal yard-arm, dniinot with all itb 
tracery of oordage against tho clear blue sky. Tie 
gahiea tho ship, n as received on hoard, ond coudm toil 
(o tlio foreoastlio, where tho chief nintinoers had assoiu- 
hled. Here he delivered hih message Tiny were 
greatly enraged, and eommandod him not to repeat the 
odmirars tliroat of sinkiug tlu^ ship to the crew. He 
replied simply that it was his duty to oliey the orders 
of his superior offii'er. Their look'^ on<i words threatened 
him at first with instant and summary xengcance j but 
after A short consultation they agreed to try him by a 
court-martial, and pjxH*cedlng aft, orderctl liim to l»c 
brought before them. It was a foatftil scene j tin* im n 
were terribly excited, fVightftilly ignorant, and believed 
that their cause required a victim. 

The courage of the youth lx>re him through the trial, 
howovt»r, bravely u© ventured boldly to repromdi 
thoiu with their guilt in confounding tho innocent with 
those whom tltey looked upon as thdr enemies ; taunted 
them with tho cowardly injustice of the deed they 
oontetnplatcfl; and persisteil, in opposition to tho riug- 
leadPTS' commands, in repeating tho admiral’s messago 
to the crew. He was beard by the officers in the wonl- 
room, aud ihelr loud dieers when ho spoke {nrobably 
gave him foosh couraf^e. The ringKiders bbcoming 
aiattftod at the effect ms words and In^aring might have 
on tho Bririfft Instiftots of the ship’s eomiiany, con- 
demned him to bo hung in two Ifoars^ time, and ordered 
him teptepoTOfinr death Thoro 

a new and stegafor sdtete htfolted hifoi ouo of the 
scamsft hod token pbssesi^ uf ultened his lookers, 
mi finding mam bmidy, hod hsen dMlug tilt ho wos 
pogfhcHr fotexioaioii, and ift tibus aieop of dfutiken'* 
note (0 iho fieor, irUdk wm strooted fold Hteorod 
wifo tho lieutenants oteiltei JMks, M A 
osiih amteped the lips df tfih 'nfipMidm M fols 
tho the had 


hank « fovomteMe | dttfoiteitiiete m ph of imk ; for* folly mm of m 



OHAKBISI^PS iQOmBtJIWB JOtlMAt. 




in 


poril of thcu |>o&ition, tli^ kopt up among thoma^lToa 
B tuiibl) so^oro diacjplme T!h$ywore raising 
ijistn^ihlt (ounarle in flieir QtiXiM, mid (oolly prepanng 
1(> thi >\^ him ovdboaid, when, ati^are ftom tliexi wokIs 
of tlu ir iiiti iitious, th( oondemned oScer struck onu ^ 
them to the floor, and standing over tfio again pros- { 
triu dnmkaid declared tliat vrkilc he Uvod he ^ould 
not see men >i]io liad sailed beneath tlie British flag ! 
puihy of murdci ! Tile mutineers paused, touched 
piohibly hv tliis generous delhnce of a foo-^ioi the 
insensible stuman had been peculiarly bitttf agunst 
the officers— tuid after a muttered oath or two Ihc^ loft; 
thi < ibm 0 

Iho lieutenant remained alone with his disgusting 
and unwekinne visitant, ahd the two hours foiloaing 
ho (U cribed as the most painftil of lus life It vas less 
the fear <>t dc ith than the destined mode of it which 
1 01 1 uri d him not that he w as inscnalble or indiffi rent 
to the blcsom^ of life, for he v us by nature of a happy, 
jO}oai finipei ament, md fair prospects of advanoemt nt 
•v^orc bclou him , but in * war-timc* cxiatona was held 
oil such LpKcniious temme that the idea of death in 
baltlc would scarcely have troubled bis equanimity 
'Ivio houis waiting to be hanged, however, is a fir 
(liflciciit Itial for courage, and we have never road or 
imagined mytliing more piinfUl than the description 
w iiii h the igcil fldmiril gave us of that (to lum) endb ss 
pcuol ot tmn As it to add to the horror of Ins 
})ositioii the nldUo on boatd was so great that it 
u( I ns if he could hear the pulsation of his own 
I) uf while the low BHoring of tho drunken man 
still k with pimful distiuctnesB on lus eai At last: 
til I ell stnwk the fatal bout, and steps wtic beard on ! 
Ill Jiidd Jiis door opened, he rose piopared to: 
^ w no bvmptoms oi laltetmg cuuiage, when the 

I ikin o( the lauty uhanemg, told him Hhat tho 
p jl bid takin hib rise into < unsidt ration, and as 

II V belie >( I Ik tnduidu ilU 1 u\ no ill iecling towards 
til m iiid H h hul leceutb giicn proof tliat he cared 
tn th iiicT) tluy hod cliangcd his bcutcnco fVom dc ith 
to // / /tn / ' lie must the i cfore pit p u e to rce en o three 
elozcii < ri the following morning ' 

kmsmau, with the retuly humour that net or 
ocbcitcd him iclurncd thanks witii mock gravity foi 
tlKir eleuicncj and begged them to e airy his eomph 
ments to the gentlemen who sent them, and cissuie 
thesn that lu could not lu\o believed be should cvei 
base flu IM) much satisfaction at tbc prosxxet of a 
wluppmg The men, always susceptible ol lun, 
laugh d I tom that moment ho was afcl lalsUi! 
wis 1> deqiars of gaining tho lore of Pimec trohu, 
bee luse lu < mild not msko him laugh , the youug 
h iitcuant acted as if he posbcbscd Slrnkspcaio’s know- 
ledge of hum in iiiture wlicn ho awoke b} lus test thc> 
slumbei mg sympstlnc s of tlu sailOi b lie was de tamed 
a ptisouei, but no ftirthci notice was taken of tho 
threatened flogging 

Tlio mutm> subsidod on the Ibth ot May, when 
parliament passed an act fo raise tho seamen s wages, 
and the ro>al paidon was bestowed on tlio mutineers, 
not, howocr, before some soenflee of human hfo had 
ensued^ as Admix al Oolpo^s, on the iwcommonreinont 
of the mutiny on board the Xondbo, liad ordered tho 
marines to Are on the people, and three seamen foil 
llio ftxnend of these unfortunates was described to us 
as a singttJkirty^impressne and totuddfig spoetstle 
Ihc town<ipo6ple vrm fearftil of some tiolenco or riot 
on tho part it the ssilors when they Isnded to bury 
thoir dead, and consequently closed their shutters and 
retired into their houses* Tim moutfiftil procession 
moved theiofore thtmigh dosertea and silent streets on 
its way to the villsge (shurohyaxi which the viothns 
wem to be inib^tfei thm lo Osiise fee e^ 
The men wa)M sQai^ and siMnnly« iwd sJOd two, 
after their sMn cximxuM a ileH IsgihW 

on thdr wt^ior^baiM #8S( 


exceed the iwvwuce and proprioty of ths^r conduct 
fieSIde the grave It is a quief, pretty vd/agu church* 
yard in which these most patdimahlc retieils have their 
ktst»lg«plage, not far from which is the large graio 
where three hundiod bodies ot those who pcsished in 
the are bimod 

Ono can scarcely fmbear wondering at the little real 
niisclilef which pioeeedsd from tills ahummg mutiny 
It folded, on the whole, a noble display of the prm 
ci|»l characteristics of tlie British seaman— frolic- 
spirit pccubir to him manifr sting itself even win n he 
18 mobt sadly and seriously m cariicbt A captain of 
marine 8, who wts especially the object of the muli 
necra* aveisioii, was brought on shore by than, itid 
compelled to parade up the High Street to tlie ^liogue s 
Mireb,’ whi h was drummed before him He was i 
tall, gaunt old man, with a singularly long neck IJu 
day aftci In^) cxpulbion ftom his ship, tho crew sent 
a man to his house with a mcssigt, ordering hmi to 
‘come on board ngim and be liaii^l The uni>o- 
pular voter in sent back lus compliments, but const- 
dcimg hib thro it unbecomingly long wifutnilffy he did 
not wish to hare it stretched ho dcelmcd, thoiifoio, 
act opting their invitation Ihc nun went away 
laughing The jicople and Hie tunes were both e\tr«- 
ordinai> 1 


IIAJCUIMO ITSII m AniXlICl IT MLAWa. 

\nif r g the ChineRf, who nio net fo iridifTeroiit aljut 
ihtii lishciics IS Eiiyhshinen ippcar to be, a cun us 
method oi hciehiiig fish by aititicial inraua is >ory 
cxienBit^ely piartibtel ‘ Iho sale of spawn foi iliib pui 
prse/ says Mr Martin, * lurin'! an important I nine h ef 
trade m C hma Jhe f)«hoimon rolled with euiic, on th 
lungiii and suifaco oi woler, all the g latmems nutteis 
that contain rpawn of fish, whuh is then placed in an 
e^^shell which has been fresh emptied, tUiou^h a stiiiU 
hole, which IS then stopped, and tlu shell is placr 1 under 
a sitiin,, fowl In a few days ihc Chines break tbe shell 
in warm waiei (warned by the sun) Jhe young fish 
aic then kept iii water until they aie loige enough to be 
place 1 in a pond Ihis plan in some mcasuio counteiae ts 
the gi cat elestruetion of sptwJi by tie II i ts, which hn>e 
caused tho extinction of ni^ny ft hents * Untietf Couttffe^ 
Miscelhity [Sir Fiancis Maekeiisic of Uairloch has sue 
ccc kd, by sonic proi CbS nov yot made public, m asseiiibbug 
a shoal of jouiig salmon fiy hatched in a pond dmiug 
spring, and ready, at tho \ nper Ofje, i > bo tuiiird into 
tin ir anetstral iner^ the i we J 

otnueii H S0VM3 xr sba. 

Whilf a jiawngei fioni Aden ti Boinbn on bo-wd the 
lud India Company’s steamer Quesn, lu December last, 
it was our lot to fall short of coals , having had conti uy 
winds and a heavy sea nearlj the while distant c, cm 
trip was pmlonged to fourteen days, usually perfr i lucd in 
eigiit Iho V « bM 1 had coaled in Adc n onlj lor ten da) s* 
steam, and luckily she hud besides a considerable quan- 
ttt> of small coal oi dross , but still it was ft und that it 
would be absolutely nec(s«ary to bum part of tho ship's 
stores to bring her into harbour Oideis were aocoid- 
ingly gnen to that effect, and it was with a kind oi htrror 
mingled with surprise tliat we saw, one after another, Uu 
long boat, spare spais, junk soaked m ghee and oil (to 
facilitate its burning), tho engine hatches, and the top- 
masts, Out up and burned Then eaine the turn of tho 
oilop deck) which was torn up from beneath our feet and 
stttfm into the insatiable maw of the furnace , then 
went the gun-8hdes> and then a number of packages of 
government powder barrel heads and staves ; and at 
length rumdtxw were rifr among the seamen that their 
sea^ohests were to share the same fate It would be 
difficult to djMKttibe the feelings of the passengers, more 
especially of the liadics, when looking on at the ship 
thus being tom to pieces before their eyes, and when 
Ixstming &)NMwbout two sleepless nights so thanaisa of 
•aimg,andchopl^»g,aadthrowinff It Wohld bhaittiiai^ 












ai&cttU^ 46 f<'ribetl»e 

the riiinit «uh, ^ f4nt the itliDtt^f Bomtof the 


the tiilS eut e f4nt the 6t Ihwnto, the tfin ftfWKft of mfrc^ 

hwbour of which tre di|tjr ftwwhed Itt e*plai»ation of thw ^ ^ jf g,^h 

extiraordmaiy fc^eue# I mwy mention thut their|^tiucfcione While I he mnihnfi-*ie my hfoM eiwni nm t 

ot ^venemelit melet je»em|>tonly upon the < oniiniuia^ ^ me«ni, hymned beyond the him, 

of miuhit^^rPf m w eyent of the fuel lunnin^ ehort, nWMtyw hii(h ' 

huruiniE imythlnje and oven thinff th if will a^aiet in ^ 


the veeeet t> her dtstni itKii / rtiar/ fiom a I Shell T, Mith these my httttv cathugea to gt I i, 


ier/roin /Jomday, dated 14/A May lifit 


BENI 1)1 TTA MINh LLl* 


'Zhtec ag<d hmbs tmobed m gariiienfe nhiti, 
'^tand <tTl transfigultcd in the angels^ sight, 
iryinuing trmnipbanUy th it moan of old — 

* Ihn %odl he done * '-It was done Oh my Cod, 
Thou kno?v*iit, when ovci fricre tempestuous iC i, 
hty broken*ii)nged soul dtd home to Thee, 

1 writhed, but muiniurod not beneath Ihy lod 


It Is near morning Tic the mat ni/ht fall 

I shall he made a 1 nde li< lien’s brub Then hunic Tt fill upon me, stem at fmt, then soft 
lo mj <ftill mam igi chainbor 1 shall come, As parents* kisses, till the Mound Mas hiuh 1, 

And s|)oustkss, childless, watch the slow ywa uiiwl And 1 went frith a lalouioi in lh\ f 


I hew lips Will neior inut a softci touch 
I han the cold eru< iha I kn s no ehibl 
Will U\8p this ntKk (ih, \ irgni-Mothci mil 1, 
ihy imuited bliss will mod me oKimuch * 

rim IS the last time T shell twist the hnii 
My mother's hand wit ithid, till in du^t i( li\ 

The iiatno — her name, giien on my cluisKni diy, 
This 18 the 1 ibt iinic 1 she II tier bcai 

0^ weary woild- Oh Lcaiy life, farewell » 
fjike a tired child that < rcep? int > the d iik 
To sob Itself asleep where nom can marl , 

S'! creep I to my silent convent coll 

1 nends, love is whom I loicd not, kindl> hr iits 
H ho grido that J should entei this calm dor r, 

Oiiffvt not » since dosrtig softly eitiinore, 

He from all sorniws, as all j ivi, it part'* 

J^oto, whom alonr 1 loiel ’ who stand'st fii cfl 
Ijiitmg comp i<ibionnte e>ci that i oul 1 not sail , _ 

HemciulKr, this m> spir t’s stnne<it graio ^ 

Iltdos me from worldly pity, wotldly scoil 

*XwJS not thy h ind 1 ut llcaicn's th it came b twe^n. 
And dashed iny cup down See, 1 haiu no team , 
Ainl if i think at all of lauished years, 

'1 H but to bless thee for what joy has been 

I My isoul contum illy does cry to thee 
I — In the night watches— gti istlike— stealing out 
I T 10111 its flesh tomb and wamkung Ihee about — 

* So h\c, Ih-it I in heaien thy face may sec ’ * 

Lire, iioblo heart , of whom this heart of tome 
^V is all uiiwi ithi. Build up actions great, 

Ihil 1, down looking from licaien’s instal gate, 
Smile o\r my dead hopes hid iii such u slinnc 

Lm I k^epirr^ uyo thy spiiit undefilcd ; 
i hat whieh wo stand before our Master’s fed, 

1 with an angel’s loio rniy cronn eoiiiplrtc 
The woman’s i atb, the woiehip of the ehihl 

Then ihou sbalt see no sorrow m these eyes , 

And eien then loin, by God’s great lore subdued. 
Shall nster grieve thee with a pang too rude . 

I he u^oepsfti'Clouds hate celled the sucnfieo 

Biwn^ Solemn bridaUmoin 1 Ope budal door ’ 

1 eiitei* My lowed sonl mSv Hiaien now t iko ’ 

My heait, its i tigm^sinmeal for Iby sslie, 

Oh Tore * kee^ saoed thus for eveirmote ^ 


They best can bind who have hicii biuised fl 


Goil, Ihou weit i liifiil I 1 came, heait soro, 
io dunk Ihy tup, bt cause earth’s cup i in oiy , 
Ihou slcwNi me not for tli it nnpieii , 

But mad 'st Ihy cup so sweet, I thiist no nior< 

I oirne for <ulenc(, datk, dull icsf, or death 
Jhoti instead lile, pticc, ind h >ly t > 

My sighing bps from sin lb >u didst as^oil, 

And fill with righteous thankfulness caeli Im th 

Ihcrefoie I praise Ihte Ibiit Ihou nhut’^t lli it in 
ITiit) my raiBei> did’sL Ihy will, not iiiim 
J lint throiif^h this longth of days 1 h> h iii I li i e 
My feet fiom tailing kept— mino eyes lum tcuin 

Sisters, draw near I Hear my J i«t woids streut 
\\ hen I was oung I walked in nunc own wav 
^V oishippod— not Ood , loiight not alone //is j i ii 
So lie cut di wn iny glut I while it Was guen 

And then Ue o’er me threw His holy sh i lo, 

That, though no other eaithl) plants mi, ht f i i, 
Mot king the gloiy which was Hid s i low, 

I dwelt 111 |ieaoe, end what He willed, be>( 1 

I thank ntin for that ;oy, and fir its | am 
1 >t htaled pangs, lor years of calm c i tint 
I or blenscdm as of imendiUF and bein sjk 1 1 
In Ills high sen ice whore all loss is gam 

^ thank Him for my life and for my death , 

But nicst, that in my dcutU my life is eiowned, 

Since I (oe thdo, with angels gathering louri I, 

Afy Angel Ay, loae, tho i haSt kq»t thy f »ith— 

I mine 1 lie golden jioit ils will not c lose 
Like ihoMo of earth, between us Be ich thy hand ' 
So * Miserere,* sistets t ( hant out grand 
‘ lo Htum Ivudanius I*- Now— His lU xipose* 


BCOVOWV IK OAMILI S 

If jou axe without a xmblight, and would burn a 
candle all night, unless y on use the follow mg preoattin n 
It is ten to one afi OrdiHaiy tandle will gutter away in aw 
hour 01 two, somutiDies to the i ndangermg the safety of 
the house ’ibis may be avoided by pHcing at much 
ootiimou salt, 4 lii«ly jKiwdered, as will rcaih from the 
tallow to the bettmn of the blaek part of tho wuk of a 
panly^bumi OMidlo* whop, i# the same be ht, It will bum 
Tf ly tlowly, yieldinif a audaitut %hjt m a t^^hamboi 
the salt will gradually «|ith m the tallow is eonsaniod, 
the melted tMlow being drawh thiottgh the salt, and 
consumed in tho wick ^TAs Ahonoettf/. 
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POSITION OF WOMEN. 

Tiilrt: is a sti'nTigo, niuddlhif^, under - current of 
opinion, nhich occnslonally gui’ffCB up to the surfiu'e, 
and ai>iKar8 Ix'fore renpeolahle company, to tiio elKet 
tiuit noiuen are hot done just ioc to hymen; in so far as 
they are not allowed the earno political privile^xoa, and 
are eveluclcd from several im)fessions. 'The movement 
has liitherto liocu most conspicuous in America, wljcre 
then* ha\o bct'ii one or two conventions of f’niales for 
t]i(' purpose of issninj? declarations, and takincr other 
mensnie>» for the purpose of ohtainiiifj the rhdds assuniul 
to bo nithheld Ijv the opjX)sile so\. Kven in this 
country, where there is usually a soberer feeling towards 
! iiov<*l \if'\>s, there an* some wTiterswho seriously a\o\v 
their lu'lit'f that it is rij;ht and fitting for w'omen to 
I intermingle in polities, and to contribute their votes 
I jloii'^ with men at rdl eleetious, mid who can foresee 
no impropriety wliatever in inviting women into eiery 
piof ssion for whi<h lh<‘V may eoncoive thornsches to 
Ik* lUti’il. It will riwlilj ciceur to most people, ns a 
seiioiis dillh'iilty in the w.i} of granting them common 
electoi.il lii'hts, that in nearly every part of our empire 
they would in that case outvote the sienier sex, then* 
liai>jH‘ning to l>e S00,000 more women in the jshmd of 
Ciivat iiritaia than men. We refer, however, to this 
merely as a jest, for the other objections are ao over- 
w'helniing as to rctiuiiv no smdi aid to make them hold 
w ilh the rational part of fftciety. 

It is ciihor blindly overlooked or penersily igiioiv<l 
by the nrguers for women's rights, tlnit nature lias, in 
the UTy first place, given W'omen a diilerent pliysio- 
legical constitution, and then*foro a difVeivut sociil 
destiny firom men. Tlunpo never could be any tiuo 
ixdilieal equality bi'tween the sexes; and oen their 
h'gal rights can scarcely ho equal, simply boeauae they 
are naturally unequal. It might be more polite to say 
they an' ditrerent; hut w\* bhall still prefer the honest, 
downright course of saying they are unequal. 

A late writer on the side of the Women's Rights’ 
Movement was content to do no more on this |»oint 
than to quote a passage from the writings of Sydney 
Smith ; 'A groat deal 1ms been said of Ibe original 
diObronco of capacitjr between men and women, as if 
women were more quick and men were more judicious 
—as if women were more rotntwrkable for delicacy of 
sensation, and men for stronger iwwcrs of attention. 
All tills, wc confess, Appears tO os very fanciful. That 
there is a dlfibranco iu the undomtondlngs of the mon 
and the women wo oteiy dajr meet witli, everybody, 
w e suppose, must perceive t but thorn is none, surely, 
wliieh may not bo accounted foF by the dlfiPbrence of 
eiccumstiinccs iu wblcli they have bet'U plaecN), without 


referring to any conjectural didlreneo of original 
eonformalion of mini!. As hmg as boyb and girls run 
about irt the dirt and Iriindh* h()oi»s together, they aie 
both perfei‘tly nbki*. If 3^011 eab*li up one-half of tlicbo 
cre.itures ami train them in u particular set of acLious 
and ojunions, and the other half to a perfci'tly opposite 
set, of course their understandings wdll difliT, as one or 
the other sort of (K cvqavtions has called this or that tab nt 
into action. Tlierc is surely no occasion to go into any 
(leopor or* more iihstruse reasoning in order to explain 
so very '.imjde a phenomenon.* 

-Now, in the first place, wo never eoulrl h<* content 
to le^t lo great a qi]c*)tiou as I his upon the opiiijoii of 
Sydi»e 3 * ^^niitli or any other man, ns to tin* mt'n* mental 
organisation of the sexes. In the second, we ileny that 
the Opinion of the ri vtTcnd canon of St raul's is right. 
Wo appeal to e\u> father of a family who ha^ hiwl 
both sons and tlaugUteis, and to every tea(‘her who 
has had lx>th Ixiyw ami girlh iu his charge, if he did 
not observe a Mihslanli.d dnlerenee in the mental 
or” inifsation of the ^e^es. We hav\‘ put the qucbtion 
to hundieiK ami never did wo fail to get for answer 
tluit bo.vs an* from the earlust period of bifancy <hf- 
firent from giiN, and requiie a difteront kind of 
manage. men t. In truth, it is f>o notoriouh a fact nniong 
those wdio judge fri>m oxperienee, that wo cannot look 
biu witli a kind of pit.v on a wiib'r avowing an 
opinion so lu'teio(Io\ to tlie simplest principles of 
mental science. It is indeed true that tile Ininian mind 
is the 8 line thing in tlu* two Mxe-*; ami it is not le&s 
true that there is more inti‘llectual power iu Mane 
women than iu boine men. Jlow a Mrs Somerville, 
for iiibtance, downweighs a whole load of eoininon 
men! But these jiarticulars are nothing to the i>ur- 
j[)ose. We must taJse women iu general against men 
in gener.al; inul wx must consider not nieixdy the 
amount of intellectual aeutcncbs or fon'c which luny 
1 h* in the tw'o se\i '8 rcbpcetively, but the entire female 
cluinu’ter agniust the entire mahciilinc charaeler. 

WIint is HO blrikiiig to those who have really Giititled 
themselves by observation to B|>eak on this subject is. 
that while the girl may learn her lessons as fast as 
her brother, and speak* on most subjerts ns mw*li to 
tlio puriwse, she is iu her enliro character a softer and 
wgpket lK*iug, The hoy is rough, difficult to control, 
adventurous, self-dependent, obdurate — this a^ a rule; 
of courbc there Are cxeeptioiis. The girl is at the samo 
time found (entle, docile, timorous, subniissiie: iliis 
also as a rule, fully admitting that it fails in ])artieular 
Instances. Wc have heard numlierless parents of friini* 
lies declare that they could more eiu% maniUige slx 
girls than two boys. In attributing the dlfi^etieo 
ubually observable to the boys and girb being trained 






oiriMBHRS's EDimuRan journal. 


to a pflrticttlflr set of actions and o|iin!ons, Sjclney 
HitHtU Las only ptonouiiced himsolii to owr npnro- 
Lonsion, as ignorant of tho whole matter. . no Idea 
deservw only to bo tai^Scod with that of certain philo- 
Bopiicrs who linvo gravely arttued—- we believe it has 
f)cen argued several times from the days” of Plato 
downwoixls — ^that tLore is no native difltrence of talent 
or disposition in men, and that all tlio difference's scon 
in their mature days arc the eUbct of education. From 
how many foolish philosophical fancies would n :*ttlo 
ootniil observation free iib 1 „ 

Wo cannot stop to addtire proofs in support of our 
viow j but w© have no doubt that tJie throat of 
sensible and rcflwluig men will suppoil u's lu ab'^uming 
tliat it is on the whole correct. If it bo ‘o, it takes 
oil plauHibillty away l>om the claim put forward f for 
women, tliat they ought to bo cAolude d ftom no p^i^ i- 
iego which is ciijo><*d, and iio'‘profchsion which is o]xn 
to the opposite sex. IMihlic life and all its conccim 
rc'quire tliose qualities of resolution and roflecUon in 
which women are in general deficient. If intrusted 
with voles, they would, in muety-nine out of a hunched 
instances, use them at the conmiaiid or outrcMly of bome 
male coiincoticm ; so that no fresh indeiKudi id oi»uion 
would bo iiifiwd into the election. True a e nceept a 
female as a 80ver*‘iftn ; but so also should we in tht»t 
bituation support a mcKlc>rati‘ly-( udowed man. In that 
ease the genealogical idea constitute*! the* cjjiality i<‘- 
quired; wo clo not look tor personal qinlilua bejond 
a medunn share of the oidinaTy human ficult'es. A** 
to tlio lirofcsHion*?, we im|»hl at once IjiiiKj the claim to 
1 thv' rtrluctto ad ahsio dunu h> a«lJug if the army ought 
to bo composed of equal i>arts of women and nnu 
But wo proceed to wider ground, and say tij. t lU * 
general sense* of litness and expt‘chen'*,\ has liitli<*ito 
detortruned, and will contmiie to detenmne the point. 
A woman obviously cannot bo a boldur or a Stulor. 
'rhero lire many occ*upatuiUi winch she c«mnot cojm 
with from want of ph> bu al stri nath. Hu rc» .nc olhc 1 1, 
both high and low— as uu example of the* fuimtr \vc* 
might oddiu'o thee law- which wonua nu>*ht umlcr- 
I take, if mere intellectivd aMitc'ness and ddigemc wvK* 
the sole requisites j bm it often haiqwms that in isucli 
professions there ih a ue<*(s^dy for iiorsonal vigour and 
comhativenoss sucli ns can onlv be reg laily looked for 
among the hardier bcx ; in othe rs a t ertani nid<*nc s» of 
circumstances is unavoidable, and liom Has it is most 
dobirablo that women blionld lie exomiit. AVe here lay 
no stress whatever upon the hahility of women to he 
diverted or withheld from any duties they luidcitako 
by those connc'cted with natcinity, for we regard that 
difficulty as one of an occasional character which migiit 
to a groat extemt be overcome. But we cannot but 
attauh consequence to those ob]c clions which rc fer to 
tlio prosorvation of feiniiiine dehca<y. It ib cnliitdy a 
question of comparative advanta^^es. 

Os^ the one band, it must be admitted that the enforc id 
idU'Uess in which a great number of women htdonglng 
to the middle classes are kept,byTcab<m of the scruples 
Which forbid Ihcir entering into any kind of busi- 
ness which brings them in contact with the public, 
is an evil under the sun, and on© wlii(*h is attended 
by many bad effects. On the other hand, the lady 
who is conilneil to the retirement of elegant domestic 
life possesses a charm wliich most people would tfiink 
poorly exeliangod for the fruits of any professional 
activity she could exert, attended as these would 
ncoessaxily bo by moire or leas damage to that Uno 
mttfoi enamel which is so highly appreciated, lloro 
Wo think there h» some room for debahv It may tie 
fkirly questioned whether the refinement of the n^Ured 
lady is not boiyght %% too high a price— whether tUo 
eyi!s appreheniSN^ from a freer ixiteroourso with tho 
gmd are not less than thoso which actually otiso from 
vaeancy of thotighi} rositlting from a har«m*Uho 
■Mtudon, Wo, fOv ouv own pa^ arc most toady to 


deplore the unnatural vacuity in wliiih women are loft, 
and the hardships to which they arc often cxpobcd 
from the difficulty of proc’uring a means of indepen- 
dent suhbisteneo without a sacrifico of their ]>oMtiou m 
society. But we believe that those are eviK which 
the progress of society, and nothing else, will euro. 
Humanity and refinement are extending every day 
through the mass of tho people. Generous, forbearing, 
and protective frelings towards women niust, in the 
course of things, supersede much of tho recklc*-s levity 
and the*, unworthy sensuality with whieli the sol^r 
sex are now regarded. Au improved morah wil 
eiiahic wonwn to venture into .spheres of exertion whith 
thc^ cannot now safely aiipvoach. In tho nieanlime, 
if women are injured by tho public opinion whuh 
prevents Hioni from cutering upon various occupations, 
wo mubt lay the evil to tho charge of tlio pulilic 
morality and civ ilisation, which is not yet compete nt 
entirely to protect them. 

Tho advocates of what arc called Women's Bights 
iiiako a loud complaint of the subordinate state in 
whith w'oiuen are kept by mou, as if they w*ro the 
victims of bomo inoustroua tyranny, sud never c\ir- 
ebed any intlumce as women. This seems to us tiuly 
absurd vvhou we recollect the equality of ion side rut ion, 
the dcfcronco, and the proti*cting t< ndiTiicss mIuwii t(> 
womin almost iviry where throughout «foii< ly. It js i 
susjneioiis fiict ugainst the views of the new pntv, tl at 
the w'omen themselves do not as a i lass grumiilc at 
Huir Bitmifion- mde&i wo look upon the itt< mi>l now 
miking in Aimih i at a chanuc of lo tmiic as llu* !k- 
gimniig of a ge'imal revolution. It mu IbccoiiMiki d, 
however, that the appropriation !>> the tians itl. niu* 
ladies of that m> -«ti<‘nl parmeut usiiallv monoi>olist <1 l)j 
men is not so niuch an invasion of the liqlits ot lla* 
male SIX ns an expression of tludr liisfontiut lU the 
mcoiiveiiicnco suffered by their own 'riuie can be i > 
oood reason v\h> our drawinv-rooms Rbonld (ontmiK lO 
the end of the c linptcr to be filled w it) Mol her IJuik 1 1 * , 
orwb> our uticcts Hiould be swept is^Mtcillv v\nli 
imiblin or s.ithi beboms ; and for thib misou \u il.i k 
it no fibaiulonmcnt of our tluin*> to buiqo i*. xiid to 
hope, that the move ment alliuhd to nnv end in Huac 
niodiflcMtion of the li male di i"»8. lint in otlii*!' mat t» is 
tasteful women an by no means the maleonUnts the 
inight be suppostsl from agitation of a U'*s leasonnldo 
kind, llio tut IS, they are generally bciibilde that 
Jheir projier position is one vviiuh allows of ni.m 
standing forwmd to b< nr tlu* Wioek and stnigglc of the 
world. They feel that it is their ptoper part, not to 
make* and huppoit o home, but (o adorn it v\lieu it 
has bc*en made by a bang more fitted by nature lor 
that duty, 'nierc are some points, we hdieve, in Ihiti 
legal position which might lie.or ameudment; but on 
the whole their condition, wlicn they obsorve moral 
rules, is not a severe one, and tlioy may take furthir 
comfort from tlie consideration tliat it will continually 
improve. 

F A 1 > B A L L A 11 . 

JTom!>« who Iwivo liccn employed in oflleial situalious 
under alwolutc and irresponsible pnpees, though from 
old habit not very communicative, sometimes, intluir 
moments of Qxmnsion, as tho French phrase it, indulge 
in strailge revelaiious of the secret workings of nut ho- 
rty. As a matter of courso their sympathies are 
engaged for the most part on tlio side of power ; and it 
Is curious to observe tlus exclusion from their nurraiivcs 
of all moral refieettons, of all positive opinions, and, 
above all, of that xiatnrnl indignation which the contem- 
plation tmcailed'<(for cruelty arouses in the ntajorily 
of men. “Thk state of mind is btmtght atmut by an j 
attempt to satls^ their own consdonces. 'fhey try to 
persuade thmsoivos that they have bceu tho insti u- 
monts of a kind of human destiny, to wldch no muro 
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rospon^^lbility nltnchcs than to motions of a stoam- 
t*n«inc. A consciousnoss of some Mlooy in this thooty 
links of course in tlii'ir mind, but it rarely botraya 
Usolf ill laiUj^uaffo, thougli not unflrc<iucntly in an tin** 
oa<!y nmuiier, and a acnitinising look at the face of the 
listen! r. Tlio following anecdote is told in the words 
of one of the Frank socrctarios of the celebrated Roghos 
15ey, chief minister of Mohammed Ali, late viceroy of 
Eg>i)l. * 

I V, cw bitting one day in the private office arranging 
some papers, and waiting the arrival of my^rincipal, 
tVlicti a rapid dialogue in the outoi* room, the doonvay 
of whieh was covered by a curtain, drew my aftogtion. 
Botii voices spoke in Ar.ibic—tJie loudest in a tone of 
pasbioiirite entreaty, scarcely justidod by the indiflbrent 
objections urged by the other against an invahion of 
the piiv.icy of my apartment. I was in the lu^t of 
clapping my hands, when the curtain was thrust 
hastily aside, and a person drcsiied in the Euroiiean 
stylo entered, followed by a black slave expostulat- 
ing, as in duty Iwund, on the intrusion. The new- 
comer hjoked bui’prised and annoyed at seeing me, and 
muttered something about its being of the greatest 
consoquonce to him to have an interviow with his 
cxcolleney. T beggi'd him to be sealed, and wait for 
half an hour; (lismiased the slave; and proceeded willi | 
the iinangi inent of the jiaiiers. Propeily siKMiking, 1 
'houid Jiave imiulred his nauuj and business; but so 
great .ind cMdiiil m.is his agitation, that I thought it 
hvst to allow liim some time to recoier. lie thiew 
hhnsrii on a di^ .in, and rndcavoured to ii 2 »p!or calm, 
Int tMtbont riKicsH. From lime to time I cist a 
filmic towaids Ivini, and gradually filt my curiosity 
.md mil 11 St iiK n *i-e. He as a young man, not more 
th ui t\>o-iiiid-twciity jears old, and of uiiUked Oriental 
j)b ) SiO ?nomy. 1 could not, hoM o\ er, make out 1 o w hat 

I lie he l)c longed— such delicate and expressive fiatures 
Ik me, fouml m ii< arly cipial i)ro])Oi lions aniong'^t Turk'*, 
<\i ihs and Li vvntiiies of various (lasses, without kung 
(• hiimon eve^j while He whm dicssed ralhi r elog intly 

I I ilie P.iriM in •'t^v li* ; and the moie 1 olwr^ed him the 
liioic I w.ifl elnuk hy the cmitr.id hetwcHii the general 
l>olisli of hi'( nnniuraiid the uneasy cowering expres- 
sion that oconMoualJy flashetl ai^rosy his features. It is 
due to my Ha‘Meity to .siy, tlut 1 anived at last at tlie 
(onclusion that lie w. is an Easteni sln\e]n Lhi disguise 
of a Kuropean gentleman. 

My cm losity tvent on increasing, and thv* desire to 
‘^IK'ak was becoming irrobistihle, vUuii the bey entoied 
Iho npartmemt, 1 shall never foreet tlie iiwik of pci- 
plcxity and conipa^Bion that appeared in the counte- 
n nice of tho old minister, nor tfiat of mingled fear and 
hope by which it was met. * FudhiUiiii hcie ! ’ .it length 
exclaimed the hey. I w as surprised at the rajiidity 
witii which 1 uitderstocxl the whole aiHiIr in the sound 
of tliat name ; and probably my settled conviction that 
it was a hopeless case disclosed itself in iiiy look, for 
tiio young man, seemingly anxious to (oUect all 
opinions, bent his eyes intently upon me when he saw 
me strut, and then, burying his face in liis hands, wejit 
like a child. 

The case w'ns this: Fadlallah was ono of the young 
men wlio had lioen sent for education to Eui-ope. Ho 
formed part of tho Leghorncse Colk'go, and I knew that 
various very unfavourable reiiorts upon liis <»on(luct 
hiid been forwarded by tho superintendent; and that, 

III fact, sonio time previously, it hail lx*cn announced 
that ho had not only broken tho bounds but turiuKl 
Christ iau, eud claimed protection from the native 
authorities, ’this was on unpardonable odbnee; and 
for him voluntarily to throw liimself into the bands of 
tho Kgyptiim government appeared to mo to bo sheer 
nuidnoss. I’ossibJy his excellency thought as 1 did, 
lor after some silence be mattered, •Poor Mowr 
and thou recovering his officlat sorenlty, coldly asktxl 
what was tbe meaning of tills visit* 


She mooning was ovid(?nt enough, Boor Failhilhih 
wanted to bo forgiven, to b© taken again into favour, 
or at anyrato allowed permission to join his jfkmily— 
wealthy people in Cairo. Tic spoke a long tilhe, and 
said somp Eloquent things ; but it was evident that his 
protracted residence in JSuropo had caused his views of 
the state of Egypt to ditror eon&idoTubly from the 
truth : and when ho twq or throe limcB based his llopes 
of mrdon on Ihe fact which ho had reml in news- ’ 
p^rs, that Moliamined Ali was now tho * father of his 
people,* I could see a smile, half - SAtirionl htlf- con- 
temptuous, play for an instant round the tliiii lips of 
my sagacious master- 'VYlicn tho appeal was coneluded, 

1 began to suggest some questions ; but tho bey intiT- 
rupted mo, artj'ing: ^ There are three facts ascertaimd: 
F.WlalLih his disobeyed orders, has claimed foreign 
protection, and has embraced Christianity — fatal, un- 
p-mlomiblo acts; on the' other hand, ho has trusted in 
tho < Icinoncy of his highness. Wo shall see whether 
that trust bo well foiiiuloiU 

Fadlallah was handed over, not exactly to my cus- 
tody, but to my caie ; and be was advised rather than 
ordered to keep the room allotted to him next to mini?. 
Ho had probably (‘xpectinl to be sent to prison, or at 
Icasit to ha^ o a sentinel idaccd at bis door, and uugufed 
well ftom the umisbion of these pti^eautious. For my 
own part I sciucely knew what to think, and could not 
refrain, t^ic fir^.t time I was alone with tho bey, from 
asking what Ins real opinion was. But be at cnee 
checked my inqiiisitncncss, imd r«tli(‘r roughly turned 
to .mother siihjeit. This was enough for me; and 
coi»M(li‘img that, nfler all, 1 had no parlicuJnr reason 
for ledmg an jnlei(*btin this young man, I contented 
myself witli (pioting the liiglnst result of Oriental 
philosophy* *(»()d IS ini r< iful. What is decreed will 
tome to pi It IS astonishing of what \ast utility 
this diH'triue provi «. in tlv» F-ast, even to us Ihiropeans. 
There is semeely any other justilieatioii to an lioiu^t 
man for iLiiiiiining in these tountiiis; eert.unly there 
is no other i)r» scTV.ition for the bcnsitne iium from 
dosponden(*y ami disjiair. Fortunately everything, 
oven the (‘lumitis bcems to iniUilcate its truth ami 
nccessit.Ue its adoption. Tnictical fatalism is the 
growUli of llicbo hot mid di’i»aniy latitude*. 

'Nevcitholcbs I lould not but feel some intcTest in 
tho foiiuiies of ^onnu FudlnlLih; and though he was 
niclnncholy, and at tiist averse to bociety, m two or 
three d.iys w»' k'g.xn to bo sociable. took our 
meals and binoked tog<‘lher, but it was bome time 
belbro he alluded to his own circumstances. liid(*ed, 
wc had not e\chang('d more than a fow words on tho 
subject, until one ttfleriiooii, when I hail concluded my 
usjpiL work, tho bey took up a letter, and with a vt*ry 
grave i ounteinmee read tho following paragraph: — 

‘ His highness has been made acquainted with the case 
of Fadlailaii, and has paid attention to the extenuating 
circuiustnnc<*K “Wliat is needful to lie done will bo 
ordered.* 

‘And what may he tho inference?* 1 began to 
inquire. 

‘ t^mmunieatc this paragraph to the pcTSon whom 
ifc concenib,* said the hey dryly. 

] look a ( ojvy, and w’us retiring. The bey called me 
back, and having looked venr steadfastly at mo for a 
moment, ohsc'rvod with an aflectation of carolossness : . 
‘ X believe the Greek barque Otho sails for Smyrna to- 
morrow morning at break of day.* 

* I will moke inquiru^s,* 1 said. 

‘ Vshaw I I know she docs. You ought to know it 
too,* replied the bey peevishly, and motioning to me to 
n‘tiro. 

Jlis meaning was now evident. I went to join my 
new friend Fadlallah, and with ss much gentleness as 
possible told tlie nows. He Ushmed oveir and over 
again to tho paragrtaph, read itliimaulf, and SO ftPr ftom 
entertaining any sinister apprehensions, beU^ted that 


ne 


OIIAMBBllS’S BlUSrJBUME ^OljrilNAL* 


his i>ar(!oa vould surely be givcfi. It wia in rain 1 1 tiaucy of his aeqUijromenls, Jt evidout that In' 
sugjgestcd that the bey OOffht best to umlcrstand hH I had Ioffe Kgypjt so young that Jie lia<l tolalJy forgot ton 
charmster, ml urged tho prudence of the spirit of its civilisation^ if Hut word can withont 


I derision be applied in such a cdsc. IIU ideas acre 
entirely JECuropean; there was nothinfi Oihntul in 
hiuj, except that fear of superior power, and tliat 
absolute acquiescence in its decrees; that (‘ijiigin» Jiopc 
of favour, and tlmt impotence' of imagining ,m escape 
ffe'om wrath which I halft noticed wliou I first saw Jnm, 
and which was made still more inanifcbt hpr hi i un-* 
williiurnc^ to entertain for a moment seriously tlie 
, proposition I had that night made to him — not to dejx iid 
my bhotdders, and ns if by mutual (‘onsent we dropped on a^Ioubtful clemency, but to gird up bis loins, and ily 
the subject— I remaining anxious and ghxniiv, lie lx*- i for his life nud lilxirty. 


il/ght, rtccording to the hint tlmt Itad been t^irown out 
He only hesitated for a moment, sniilcHl at piy fears, 
ami jocularly ashed where the money was to com© 
fmm. He b^ not got a piastre. 1 oIR'iimI to advance 
him niouey, which I was sure his family would repay; 
but ho could JUot l»o brought to lielicve that theicAvas 
any itnmediate ntHjessity for action* * To-nioiTow,\*i* 
criod, ^ipsltive decision will arrive, and tlitii, if it bo 
unfavourable, there will be time to Ily/ I shrugged 


coming full of hope nud spirits, mid talking with inces- 
sant vivacity. • 

After siqiper he asked me If tluro was any objee- 
tiou to his walking out to enjoy the evening air. I 
Saw none, and proposed to aceoinjumy him. Wow'*ut 
iorlh togellier, and soon found ourselves on the then 
d< 8(*rtcd bench of the ('‘ape of Pigs, between the casik* 
of the rii.mrt and the dighthouse. The moon hail 
•dread V run the greater pail of licr course, and slotied 
her yillow beams over a broid o:.U*nt of dancing waves 
that oamo to break in Hashes of nu lane holy ludit 
amidst the niiiiod bnn-ier of rocks tint nature li m 
exlumled to protect the shore. The massive foniis of 
the |>ajticc and Its attendant buildings weii* nearly 
buried in gloom ; but the white Iioum's of the Tmkisii 
towui clustering at the base of the jiromontoiy shewed 
in fantastic and sjicctral beauty in the dinfauce. These 
objects, how'cver, wea* visible only for awhile. We 
soon went down close to the water’s edge, and could 
•see notliing but a dim bank on one h*iiul, and on the 
other, as 1 hav<* said, the shadow j sea, fiom which ever 
•vnd anon gleams of light sieined to aiise. 

It is not often that 1 fed tlio ifiict of external 
nature ou my ai>irits; but there aie turns whin, if I 
may so express myself, my indnidinlit^ is not <iii the 
watih, and 1 sulfer certain sc cues and outwaid obju ts 
to play their own tune upon luy mind, ^’ot tliat I 
ladieve there is any injstieid coiumuuiou on suili ix*ia- 
sions more th.m on others between man and imtun, 
but our attention not being partiimlaily directed to 
some absorbing topic, phyweal iinprc ssions do not 
mondj’^ beat against the ‘senses, but cany their \ihia- 
tioii!. as it were into tlic centre of our licmg. JlTob.ibly 
it was the combined rCbuU of ]»revioub inlellectual 
f.iligue, of the confined probpcct, the imperfect light, 
and the cold, damp v>ind tlmt blew, will js of some 
childish association between the confused lustling 
sound of the wmves, and the irlea of fear— iwishibly 
an undue soliciludo about the fate of one wdio re^Iy 
had no particular claims on my interest ; but I nmst 
confeas, that after we had walkcnl to and fn) lor 
about twenty mimites, I fell into a horrilile btate of 
dcbpondengy and mental discomfort, felt myself bliivi r- 
ing, and could not resist the inelination ov i ry now and 
then to look over my shoulder. A medical man has 
informed mo that had it not been for a violent shoe k 1 
sulisequently received, the consequences .sooner or later 
might liave been a severe fever. 

1 am not the man, however, to yield tamely to biieli 
a defeat. I resoh^ed to rally and n>gain lost ground, and 
nceordingly entered into converhution with Fadlallab, 
and by degms persuaded him to give mo an account 
of somo dr Ws adventures, and of the molivos which 
had Ibd him in the first place to quit the college, and 
which had notr indnoed 1dm to put himself once moro 
*** att master. He scowod rathoi' 

caBgjrWp^Sbrwi^^ to satisfy my curiosity, and told 
il^iolo history-— l*ow ho hod been taken very 
, iVom his m>d sent to liCghom ; hqw he 

itmUed nrhh entiiuslasm, and lieeomo im adept in 
fearwiwg of tho Jfitnks ; hOw ho had oxriected to 
Itonfah the Kgyptlstt world on his return by the hrft^ 


Alxnit a couple of years before his lefurn he b«(l 
gone to Visa ; and there, in o season of nnexumjili d 
happiness, his criors and mihfortunca look their n*o. 
Having visited the Camjio-Santo, tlio Cathedial, nud 
the Leaning Tower, in company with so end coin- 
pnniong, lie hail strayed nlono down n long and siUiit 
street, partly overgrown with grass, anil llankid by 
lionises which seemed to be dreaming of contmic's jiast, 
and to take no note ot tlic present time. At the fartliiT 
end was a garden surnmniled by a lov\, half-iunud 
wall and tho remnants of an iron paling, behind vibuli, 
forming a better defence, rose a hiilge of solid gimi 
A number of trees — ns willows, Jihus, .uati.is, ami 
otliirs— droopc'd, mon'over, their gicen nnd purple .uul 
golden ti esses overliead, anil flung iramiieni n) shadows 
on tho pavement without the mined wall. Fidbilhih 
went up to the g*ito, attrneteil by these cJii Liiiil objci Is, 
and fiiiiling it njnr, with true liastcru iamiliaiitj 
I enlered, ami sitting down b> a quaint fuantajii on *i 
rickety kiuii, very soon fi‘U into sue li stale oi li.iiir e, 
that he fain 1C I himself m the gardens of Shoiihi i, m 
I perhaps in those of Vnratliso itH'lf. The lifter intai*i- 
iiation might have been cneouragid hy a si'>hl whah 
prcsenlly app(*an*d, atid disturbing Ins unsidi laiiinl 
loverie, gn\i his waking sensea sonn thnc'’ to Jud njx n 
This was a )oung girl who issued lorth lioiii tin door 
of a house, whicli, 1 had foigotteu to s.ij, stood at the 
bottom of the gurib n, and came ^lo^^l^ m the dim lion 
of Fadlallah*b resting-place 11 pr(scneev\as not 
scMUi obbcrved, partly because tlie mw tonier w.ii oci n- 
pied in wuitchmg the iirogrcss of a v iiut} of bhruhs 
and flowers, planted jiroliahly by her hand, pnrtlj 
becaubc the willow-troe under which the jouug nnm 
sat thiew its driHipiiig branches around him in a kind 
of natural r rei n 

7 will not attempt to repeat the rapturous iiuo- 
nnums wJiich Fadlallah bestowed, on the biauty of thi> 
young gill By a not unnatural loiisi quince of .ni 
education in op{H>8ition to big temperament, he spoke of 
her ill terms of incoherent admiiation -now as an 
angfd, now an a homi; now almoat iinUi naliHing liei 
into the sultana of a harem, now snhlihsnig her Into a 
sifait. Suflice it to say that lie loved her - not with tlii* 
feeble, squinmish affection w hieli boys call love, iind 
wliicli young ladies, with truer taste, call ‘inolin.vtion,’ 
but with that pausionate, nll-ahsoi hing love of which 
we iiad ill romamxH, nnd wliich I have no doubt is 
aoinituncfl felt by mitures of mingled tciKlirness and 
fercK'ity. For my part I never c*x)K‘rieneod moio tlwn 
a gentle friendHhip for any woman, and eau with as 
much difficulty put mjiself in the position of the im- 
paHflipnod Fadlallah aa in that of a raving madman. 

X can uudmhmd better tho doUght witli wbuh 
he saw her draw near— now aceming to be a dim 
alwde beneath the troea, now* a ray of eunslnnc mon* 
bright and tnugibl© Hum the othOra. Htanding on 
that dark rtnd delate Woeh, Fadlallah raisi*d liifl 
voice above tho home Jaahing of tlie wavea, and tohl 
with garrulous Ohtliusiaam how hia vision of lioauty 
came on— now stppxflng to trim a plant, now to ga/o at 
an cJtqfflsito flowrc*r ; somotitiics streaming slowly on in 
on© of th© ponsiv© reveidea of youth, somotimes trip- 
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l)*ma li'jflilly uiidor tho irapnlee of a lively tliouglit : 

1 hoard all this I b(»{pm to fed a friendship tor him 
porfovtly incompatible* with my otOicial character, and 
which, thank Heaven f a stranger does not often succeed 
in cveiting in nio. 

TJio patli wound, and the view was sometimes inter- 
cepted by a clump of trees. More thim once ns the 
young girl lingered b(‘liiiid one of these, Kiidlallah 
feared that she had changed lierintimtlon of lulvaneing, 
and had gone bai*k or turu(*d aside ; but ut ]f*ngth she 
came to tlie opposite front of tho fountain, and okserv- 
iiig a stranger, stood for a moment in an attitude of 
surprise and eonfudon. Fadlallnli’s presence of fniiiU 
K‘eniod not to have deserted him in his admiration. 
He spoke, apologised for his intrusion, praised the 
gjirdcu, and said something of llie beauty of its mistress. 
Her answers wi're brief and ap])osite ; but she was too 
timid to enter into a regiihir conversation, and Fadlallaii 
was beginning to feol that he was prolonging his intru- 
sion beyond reasonable limits, when an old gentleman, 
who had been .ni^proaehing nnohserved by him in a 
different dirfudion, made his appearance. 

1 loan* yon to w'ork up a romance out of this nar- 
rative if >ou pleaFe. For mv part, I shall adlun*. 

exactly to tiiith. The old gentleman was Count , ’ 

tin* head t>f a noble ijimily reduoojl almost to poverty, 
and scarcely able to continue inhabiting the large 
jiiMi'-ioii of his fathers. The garden was tended by his 
own hands and those of his daughter Fenelhi ; and in 
spiti* of their aristocrat ie origin they were both very 
FMuple, nay, humble pt'ople, evcopt W'hon one or two 
litreditarv prejudices wvre hroughr inlo play. You 
sum to tljink that siuli ehnra<‘ters are not ms'cssarily 
unroman lie; but where, in the liaruiouious monotony 
of their exislenee, (*an you find tho materials of the 
mblime; what mighty passions can have played around 
tli< ir Iraiujuil health— what gre'ater sorrows arc likely 
to ha\e murred to them than the bursting of a bottle 
ot the unmt’h good wine, fitored up for bpeoial ocea- 

ins ? or tlie death of Kenella’a liniM't ; or tho relieUion 
ol‘ the aged flimieshe, hOiit round uiinasonably often to 
belt up credit amidst plebeian shopkcc'jiers ? You 
eniih'; but my ideas of zoiiianeo iuehuk* spacious hall» 
and batliemeiiterl castles, and haughty dames and gal- 
lant knights, and elegant squiro.s and i>raucing horses, 
and hoo^led lahsms and the glistening of w'arlikv 
weapons; mid quite exclude a deca^i'd, old, shabby- 
genteel nobleman, liiing on oeonomieal priiieipUb with a 
(hiiigliter who makes her own clothes, and i.s as often 
seen in tlie kitehoii as in her bower ! 

Admitting, however, that Homelhing might Ik* made 
of all this — what do you think of our schoolboy, 
Fadlallah, rcjirescntiiig himself ns an Kastt»rn prineo on 
his travels, and finpiircsblng altogether the fact of his 
Mohammedanism?— what do you think of his tlms ac- 
quiring the eonfidence of the old count under false 
prelcnees, as well as the km* of Ids daugliter? This 
<‘ame not all to pass in a day. but it <*ame to pass very 
shortly. Fadlallah played the trumit ; remained a fort- 
night instead of a day at Fisa; spent every day in the 
&oei<qy of the eouat and his daughter ; and returneil 
oidy to rt'straiiit and repriiiiaud when every farthing of 
money ho possessed was exhausted. Of course lie 
contrivttd to construct a plausible excuse; and of course, 
after a brief jieriod, lie started off to Visa agiiin with- 
out pertidshion. One or two cseapndos of this kind pro- 
ilnced a thieat from tho superin londwit that ho should 
b(‘ sent back to Egypt ; up^m which he openly rebelled, 
^'‘ornrd all authority, and ahsontod himself entirely 

om the school 1 Ie obtained a Utile money by selUng 
some jewels nncl weaiwns ho possessed, and naturally 
r(‘]>aiml to I’isa- to drink in draught* of love and hope 
from tho eyes or his fhlr EeneUft. 

Whether fVom a eonseientious motive^ at from a 
dcslR* to produce a decisive imiiression ou a sdimzwhat 
Mipi'rstitious mind, ho was led to confess to being a 


Moslem, and to express a desire of conversion. Ifo 
solemnly and publicly abjurwl his rtdigion, and adopted 
that of the delighted Penolla. Soon Jto o|>0»// de- i 
dared hitaself her suitor, was aceepfod, and looked 
forward to being speedily united with the object of Jus 
love. His nioano, however, were drawing to a close, 
and he was ashamed to confess tho faUchotHl he liail 
originally uttered about his w*e«dtli. Ho w’rote to his 
fa^ly in Egypt, but received no answer - - all Ids 
kflcrs being intercepted in our office ; and a> length, 
in A iit of rash confidence, or under the irresistible im- 
pulse of fate, w'cnt down to Hegborn and again entered 
into eomnzunication with the Egyptian agoiils. Tliest* 
piwsons, it ap])ears, considered it to bo of i)araniount 
iii)^M)rtanco tliat !in t'xample should be madeof Ijim, and 
adopted vei\ uiijuslifiahle means ; sneh as stating that 
the i»a(ha h* d exiirt'Shcd benevolent intentions towards 
him, to induce him to go on boanl au Egyptian fri- 
gate that lm])iK‘ned to i>e in tlie haihour. Thus ho bad 
come to Alexandria, (*nterlaining high hopes of for- 
giveiKs*', but deterniimng in hit' own mind that when 
he could ln> handh on a certain sum of money he would 
aeain make his eseajie, and return to elnim tlu* hand 
of Foiiella. A h tter to the count had already ex- 
plained that sudden business had c tiled him baek to bis 
<‘Omitry; and In* liad pupircd a ^ery beaiitilul .ind 
probable^ I or> for lus n‘lurn -to the < fU‘Ct that he had 
betn dri>en from his donnniona by a li^al ])riiiee, and 
hal only e‘'(ai»d with a small sum of money. 

Laving aside ell prudintial considerations, I re- 
pad this story l)y overllirowing everv hope expressed 
h} ,>oor Fadlallah during its relation, and earnestly 
besought him to accoinjiaii} me at oin*'* down tt> the 
old poit, whole I lould easih get a boat at any tune of 
the night, and I eng 'god in half an hour to pul him on 
boaid liie bark Of/io. He su*med staggtml by my 
seiioiis tone, and linked me ia a very trembling \oie*e 
what the usual imuishmeiit of such disolK'dieiiee as he 
had been guilty of might be. He did not imdeist'ind 
that the mo"! important (‘haigo was the change of n li- 
gion; and when I mention(*d tho galle.\s for life, or 
perhaps death, lie laughed; hut it wms an unease, 
fearful laugh, reprtwuiting the strange and Icnible 
ideas that were nnsiiq* iiiimUt his nwerie of love like 
a huge loathsome snake i earing its head above a beau- 
tit ul bed of flow CIS. He told me then, in a few rapid, 
patlietic phra'^Cb, such ns ] have heard no other imm 
pronounce, how Ids wliole soul was wraiiped up in 
Feuella; and how^ he fi*aied death only because it would 
cause a separ.ilion between him and her. Then eeitaiu 
doubts and anxieties sliook his mind, hut they wx*io 
cxpn'sscd in disconnected sentences ; and I could only 
guess that his soul was rising towards that delirium 
which It only attains w'hen cnrlli seems to hn\e broken 
all its bright and glorious promises, and heaven, closiiq* 
m its marble vault, sWrnlj^ shutb out tin* golden vnta 
of futurity, and coldly echoes baek the shout of agony 
whieh scepticism and despair hurl up agauii't it, I 
tried to bring him into a better spirit, and reeoIl<*eting 
tile words of some good oliPdcrnian iiaslor coii'^idered 
ax»propri»ite for such painful occasious, preached to him 
verj'^ circctivcly, thougli mon* iu the st^ le of a jail 
ehaplaiii who h.*s no timo to lo^e than in Unit of a 
casual friend. 

In tins kind of dialogue we lost some lime; hut T 
was again urging the absolute neiX'ssUy ot llight, and 
plcailing for Fenclla as if I knew and loved Jier, wlieJi 
a rumb(*r of torches rapidly advancing from the tlirec- 
lion of tlie palace drew our attention. 

*\Vliat ari those?* inquired Fadlallili, frightened at 
anything now. 

‘Nothing 1ml tho patrol,* I said ; ‘let us remam cloao 
down by the watcr^s wlgo. I'hey wdll pass tdong the 
Iiigli bank ; and when they an* out of sight wc wdl 
(*ro«s tho Inxmiontory to tho boat, and yoti go 
aboard.' 
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ho AXkt»wcr(Kl, U4^ordUQlii]Ui|$ U9 if to hide; *1 
vUl do (US you tell mo. I will quit tW# plrtce of blood 
will fly for my lifo. Wl»ot if I be poor, will Fo- 
noUa loFO m© less ? 1 will toll all —I w ill oflfbr to work 
to gain my b>ing. I can bo a pbjTBitian, a lawycir^ 
anything, so that I get freo from this horrible country. 
Don’t you think that Fenella will love me poor, as sho 
loved mo supposing me to be rich ? Is it prolmble 
aim will cliange? OU fool, madman that 1 was to^U 
that lie*which tlio cflbii to conct .il has brought mo into 
the Valley of the SJiadow of Deatli 1* 

He was talking in this strain wlien the torches 
yeoehod abreast of us and suddciil> came to a halt. It 
was the patrol ; but with tbcm was the teiiiblc Billal 
Ag«, governor ol Alexandria, ^^ho'3e pn»seno© unCer 
such circuin stances always told ot sengeauco and blood. 
1 hud nothing to tear foi myself, but my whole firame 
trembled. I could not uthr a single word, but stood 
by gasping whilst that tragic scene took place. It 
passeii rapidly like a JudeouM phantom boiue on the 
wings of « Icmpest-dream Not a sound Imt the hoarse 
luutmur of the waves di«iturbed the air — no cry of 
ijwmato, no shriek of terror. The Bill d A^a sUwal 
forlli, and on the lofty, pure biow of lb it uuliapiiy yowUi, 
who only drew himsilf up ns if m'osdiiig bis dignity 
at the last momint, tin deadly man nishcd like a 
sUdgc-hammcr. An exjiressive bU'ii eoiiimiiudcd the 
head to bo &LV<red from t)io bod) , thee the corpse was 
thiust into a t ick rcadyprepnrid , .ind preseiiriy I siw 
two soIdiciH In then wliito uuifoinis stuggeiiiig along a 
projecting lod<;e like two dim spwtie , with the surf 
rushing about thur fed, and the ghre ol the torchi*s 
flashing feebly and iiioio feebly ujiou th it form . A 
heny fiplasli, awfully distinct, ramc at length to iny 
ear; the two soldicrh ic turned ; the pi trol, which ha'l 
stood lmpassiv<*ly looking on, lesuimd their muchmg 
order j the Bdl*d Aga sniilt d one feioeious snnic , m 1 
away they hwept along the Kilitaiy beach, w ah lied 
alone by me until Iht blood-red gleam of the torches 
lii,hted up the gloomy w ,dls of n mass of ruined houses, 
and then disappeared. 

TliO narrator paused, cndcavounng to r<*gain Ids 
coinjiosuic. But he afterwards add d, that he had 
written an account of tliii tingle oceuncme to Feuella's 
father, No answer ever came; and thus we must re- 
main ignorant whether Fadl dlali was rememlicred ns 
he dcscTVtd to be, or whether the love he had inspired 
wa^ buried wdtU him in the hungiy wascs 

<THK GREAT GLOBE ITSELF.’ 

lU'MKa BC(*n the firuitb of the world’s industry, let us 
go and sec tlie world itself. Our journey will be to no 
grc*atcr distance than Leicebtri Square ; and in tJiat 
region, aacred to ncc»dlowork, panoramas, and foreigners, 
wc wlU sec a representation of our earth, unique* iu its 
design, uniMurullelod in its magnitude, and unbuniassed 
in its oeouracy. In foot, (|jnco the world was a woild 
it lias never contained such a portrait of itself. 

In tlio centre of this close and dingy-hxiking square 
tbeifo Itias been erected by the enterprise of JMr Wyldc, 
the vtell-knowH map ptddisher, a large circular building, 
sormoimtcd b) a dome, and approjcdied Yiy four neat 
loggias ojiening into the four sides of the square. En- 
tering by one of these wo find ourselves In a < iieular pas- 
sage about flset in circumference, the wallb of which 
are profusely hung with some of the finest maps ever 
engraved. Atlases and otlier geographical works are 
Bi'cii on cvciy and globes, terrestrial and celestial, 
from sts: inches to Gmia foot iu diameter, nioet the aye 
in uU quajEti^rs* Overiifittd m tmiy supporting beams 
deoerratod, and hung 'with globular lamps, 
Jnjflif able Igmnony with the purpose for which the 
erecteil llieae heams support part of the 
side of f/ie globes aU of wiil^ the bnUd; ] ! 


ing is painted blue, with silver stars grouped accoidma 
to their position in the Southern hemisphere, and deli- 
neated according to their magnitude. The portion of 
the globe witliiu the building is, however, so braall, and 
tlic breaks caused by the supports so numerous, that 
tills mapping of the stars is of Utllo value education- 
ally, and from their irregularity of still Icbs value as 
decorations. A few astronomical diagrams, ilhistralivc 
of celestial phenomena and eolcsUal b^ies, miglit with 
as muelif if not more propriety, and certainly witli 
greater utility, bo substituted. 

Hnving scon thus imperfectly the exterior, you cross 
the Simly-lightcd corridor, and ns boon as your eyes 
litiYc recover^ fVom the sudden change of the bght of 
day for that of gas, you see that you are standing on a 
small ciiculiir floor at the bottom of a huge sphere, tbo 
whole interior of which is occupied bv a seiics of floois 
or galleries about ten feet apart, giving one the Jdt a 
of a dumb waiter on an extraordinary bcaJe Casting 
an c>c upwards at the margin, you see that tin) 
iiicxeabe in dimensions as they approach llie centre of 
the Fidiere, nntl have a clear space all round of about 
thioe feet in width. Thus fh>m cadi floor a view of *i 
voiK* of tlio globe some ten feet in width is olitaimd, 
Tlie globe is about wxiy feet in dinmekr — that is, 
tv^eiity times the diameter ol the largest > 1 1 made— anil 
about the seven-hundred- thousandth pint ot the i»j 1 
di imetcr of our eoith. It is of course impossible to 
gt t a compute view at onto of the surfaco of the globi 
irom the galUries ; but as yon astend, mimerou* t, c- 
iu’lits, so dispoicd ns to bo liiddcn fiom tlie visitoi-,, 
throw a brilliant illumination upon oach pot lion ol the 
concave surface on wliicK tlw eaith is dclini ilcd 

It WAS at first intended to ri'prescnt tlu cartli on tin 
c” tenor of the glolic, but the objections to such a plan 
wi tc fo iiumi rous nucl obvious that it wii'* .ihandomd 
end the ml noi was cho&on; so llut the vi iloi, tin ii h 
i.ivide till* oaith, must suppo’-e humdl viewing fuen 
the outsnU*. The iiprcscnUliou boloncs r\duHi\d) to 
I )»h)si(iil geography — that is to sa), It is not hiokm up 
I 01 veiled by the divisions of ( ovintiie*, by Inn s ot lati- 
tude and longitude, or by nniues. Tlie hoii/ontal oi 
Xdanc nirfaco is repicsented on a Kale of one inih to 
Un miles, while the vertical ii on thue times that sr ah . 
Thus a mountain is bhewn thrci tunes larger in jiio- 
portioii than a xdnm. Ilmi the pi opoi lions bicii the 
same, the elevations on the snifai i w ouhl ln\ o ap^ieni i il 
so small as to hi almost imperceptible. 1 ven on thib 
larger scale, the higlicst mountuin-iniij’is .qipt ir at a 
very small elcmtion above the geneial hiiitau, giving 
the bi>ectator tlie moat perfbet rcnhbalion of a fait 
hitherto ho imperfectly illustrated 1>) Ihi ‘i>rotulH?i am 1 1 > 
On Uie rmd of on orange.* Tlie puow-lme of llio moun- 
tains is beiutifuUy delincnti*!.! by a white incrustation 
that sx>aiklcb in the gas-light, ju^t ni tlu snow on tlu 
real mountains may bi‘ buppond to Rxmikle in the 
hearas ot the rising sun. The voltanois arc all leprc- 
sented in u state ol * ruption, their iicaks licmg jvinilcd 
a fiery reil, and surmoiintcil by a little cotton -wool, 
teased out very fine, to rppn>sent smoke. The riveis 
are marked by blue meandering linos, and the line of 
Rca-coasl is more or less of a bright ycfllow. Accoiding 
as on tJie real oartli, the shore is sandy or rock).* 
Deserts nre represented of a light tawny colour, and 
fbrtile districts by a bright green. Thn«i standing on 
oac of tho galleries opposite tlie eastern hemisphen, a 
\oTy correct idea is obtainod of the extent to which tin* 
cultivation of the soil lias been earriod in Europe, Am i, 
and Aflri(*a. Our own islands, Central JSuropc, and tlu 
shores of tho Mcdilerraiicauy indicate the highest stat 
of cultivation ; whJlo large ixirtions of Nw thorn Afiii a 
and Central Asia stretch In one dreary line from the 


ana i;cnirai Asia strctcu in one dreary line irom tiie 
mountains of Atlas to tho Kurile Isles, broken only h) 
a Ibw brii^t oases in Zaharo, and ^ fiirtilo valleys like 
those of the Kile and Cushuioro. The sea is pictun'd a 
ilghi-^on or blue (U is difliemit to tell wlucli in tho 
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gas-light), and a butter idea o£the vast mognidconce of 
t)ic racillc Ocean it is impossiblo tu obtain than fix>m 
dne of the gallorics, where nothing can be been but a 
vast cxpnso of water, that seems ‘a sea without a 
shore,’ dotted here and tliore \>y those 

‘ hlowVy islets that do lie ' 

('aim beneath a Fociiic sky.* 

Pursuing the route we took from the bottom, wc 
ppreeivo the blue expanse* of the South Atlantic, South 
IV’iilc, and Antarctic Oceans; nothing bJt ^ water, 
water everywhere,* till you ooinc to the bouLhorn esitn*- 
uiity of America, comprising part of Patagonia, tferra 
del Puego, ami the islands, one of which forms the 
redoubled Capo Horn. With tho exeoi)tion of tlie 
Palklands and the desolate isle of G(‘orgia there is no 
other land to bo seen, ns the floor fills the spece 
in which would appear the more southern lands— the 
fiataretic continent, with its mighty volcanoes. While 
wondeiing at the ujiparent insignifleanco of the land in 
comparison with tlie vast extent of water around it, 
joii mount l)y a con\eiiienl stair to the fir*.t floor, and 
b in the upper part of llie zone \ilii(‘h it diseloses tlie 
I (\ipe of (iood IloiM‘, Van Diemeu’s J/aiid, a I’Oriicr ol 
N«'w lloUaiul, N» w ZeiUnd, and soihe of the bmaller 
i^ 1, mils, w Idle a broad pateli ol South America, from VjJ- 
p.iMi'^o to the mouth of llie La 3’latu, with its rivers, 
lulls^ and pampaa, pieseiitb an inteiesling study. The 
&f rue oi dis ii-pmntnient fi.lt on first entering now dis- 
appear'H- tl f i)lace seems lighter, tlu* land assiuncs a , 
I (Ijdmi'ti r u litl, and a growing inten'ist in the object 
aiovioil talo" pobs( sion of you. Another stair: then* 
js Madoga'-t ii, our little Hand of Mnuritiu-, and .i 
e. od jxntiirii ot the f(ua i \n<jnttn of Africa. (Vobdng 
the oct in >ou come to Australia, its whole solid form 
t ikc n m .iL I lie \icw ; and commencing with the oeum 
liijond, dale are the nurnberlcHS islands that enliven 
j's Miilace. JSh‘asuring the distance beluet'ii Africa 
nod S Ml!) America w illi >our eye, it is riibily seen that 
< ahial could nor help di<*coveriiig llra/al: the wonder 
woahl lia\o Ixeu had he nii<ised it. Hen*, too, arc the 
lijglicst iH'.iks of tho AjuIcs, and the* mighty Jtgioii 
(liiiiticd Cj the Amazon and its afilucnls. 

' Mount a‘ aiii ; tho hioadcsl scope of Afiioa is hi fore 
1 jou fioin thi (\ipo dc Voi'db to the Rod Sv*a, Thtie 
1 icenib loiiu lliiji aw'fuliii such an extent of unknown 
tl lutoiy ! I .ike IVhad and the Niger are conspicuous 
OM tho lett ; jMid on the right the Nile, flo\>ing tlirough 
‘oldhiislrd 1 i>i)t,*at sight of which tho wonders of 
Reriptuic* la^toiy iccur to the mind, and tho whole 
legion bteoinca inU‘b1od with a soLmii and toucliing 
intc I'ost. U’hi rc is besides tho Ovei laud Route, on such 
a scale as to coiiM^y a po stive idea to the mind. Con- 
tinuing oastw.ird, t'lylon and n portion of the Indian 
and IMalajan jiciiiiibulas come into view, and tho 
KasUru Arch 'pelago largo and distinct; and far away 
in the oci'an la llaw'iiii — so small and so solitary, that 
its UY(r ha%iug been discos en'd swms almost miurvel- 
lous. I’rescutly you reach tlic American isthmus, and 
may form your opinion as to tho rival routes across it 
by w^ay of Panama or Tehuantepec. There, too, are 
Mevieo, the West Indies, tho great basin from wdiich 
isMies tho Gulf stream, aud the vast valley and stream 
or the Missif sippi. . 

Uli once more to tho topmost gallery. Here j-ou 
ar<‘ as much struck by tho prodigious extent of laud 
as you were below by that of water ; and to this part 
you will [lerhaps devote more utt(*iilion Hum to any 
other. Immediately overhead is the Arctic ftea. Or 
you enn cross Behring’s Straits, and trace the course of 
RiiNsiau discovery along tlie desolate shores of the 
A'liatie coalittent. Tim United States from Nlasss'- 
cUusctls to Califhmia are in full viow*^the great lakes, 
Niagara, the St Lawrence, and tho Canadas. 

To any one unacquainted with geography the great 
globe proves a disapjiol^tuient ; but .an iniurmed mind 


on vicwlRg It may leam much, and in a most interest- 
ing way. Concroto ideas of geography may here be 
obtained in place of tliosc abstract notions concerning 
tho earth • and its surface which mere reading often 
creates ;• while fbr comparing positions, and remarking 
wliat plac'cs lit* opposite each other or on tho snmo 
poraUel, tliis globe aTonts peculiar fuoilities. It has 
been suggested that by carrying round a few i-ud and 
bh># tapes close to the surface, tho lines of equal heat 
p lU equal magnotism might be roiirosen ted ^without 
confusing the general view. 

A few word*i on the construction of this remarkable 
work. The concave surface of tlio globe is composed 
of casts taken in pliister-of-Paris, each cast being about 
tluce feet square, and about an inch in thickness, or 
mm* when t ib of a mountainous district. These easi^ 
are bcrcwud on to a bcries of Ixjams, somewhat like 
boircl-siavi «•, and then neatly j’oincd. Their number 
is said to bo .iboiii (JOOi). Three ojierations wore nccos- 
sjtfy after tho correct draught Imd been made on paper : 
P'jTbt, a model had to be made in clay ; then from it a 
mould was formed^ wliieli again produced the cast. 
Now, when it ib coiii-idered that all these sepaiulo casts 
iiinst nol only join to taeh other with perfect accuracy, 
Uko (he bluets ot a imp, hut iimst also luivo each its 
jiceuliar cune, so that all may form ii perfectly coneavc 
Mirface, somi* idea maj be formed of the vast amount 
of patK^ift la))oui and skill that have Ix'on expended on 
the work, .md tlie formidable diflicuUios that have beiui 
o I jxome. The ‘•urface was of eour-»o not painted imtiJ 
ai er the <‘asts h.ul bem fised, and this again must 
ha e proved a task of giv'it diflicuity. 


AN EVENING BY THE IBIS. 

1 1 is just x>as( MX o’clock on an CYOiiing in IMay, 
and the last ol the hall divers are lounging ‘across 
quad.’ The scouts haii* already nearly folded the 
cloths, and jou hco lliom iiiibsing out laden with the 
plates and tankards, or t hailing by Uu* buttery-door in 
eaiMT antidiKition of to night’s boat-race; for they are 
almost as scnsili\e as their young masters to tho 
honour of upholding them place upon the river— not 
to mention the sundry bc^ts the more adventurous 
liaie staked upon their boat, and tho bright ho]H* of 
sluu’iiig the glory of sueci £3 jn the pliajh) of foaming 
ale. 

Tluuv is a Loiind of meiTy voices ; and on looking up 
you bee* half -rt dining on the window-seat a few ‘out- 
lying ’ members of a wiiio-p«irly that i» going on inside. 

* Holloa, S ! where are you oU‘ to ? Here 1 w'e 

want youl* 

‘No, no! come here ; 1 am off for tho river : I like 
to be* ilowu early to watcli all that’s going on before 
the race. Get >ounboa\er, and eomo along 1* 

‘Very well; slop a moracnl,* is the ixply; and in 
five minutes wc ore sauuteiing arm in arm in the 
direction of tho river. 

Already what crowds are pouring towards Christ- 
church Meadow*?. Look at them us tliey go— men, 
women, and children; young and old; tradespeople, 
townsfolk, strangers, gowsmen, ‘dons;* the lalcly- 
plucked, the cxi>c*ctnut classman ; fast men and blow ; 
the money-lending Jew, the indefatigable dun, debtor, 
cn'dilor; maid-bcrvant, mistress; Btable-men and bil- 
liard -markers — pressing alike caglsr to the scone of 
action. Hero ii college ‘messong<*r* hastening to the 
barge with his master’s hat or tie ; and tlu‘re a crew 
with their bright-ribboned straw -hats and ‘flnmiols,* 
How proudly they press on, as if the giancoa they 
attract as they pass by were thehb of right ! And well 
they may, for they are each and all iluc spocimons of 
the spirited and open-hearted boating-man. 

And now wo havo turneil in through tlie 4ootrs 
Qp|) 08 itu the livery-stables, aud arc in the lano, 
from one end to uic other, tliat loadu from $t Atdato*a 


■ . 
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to Ohripti'hHrch IkCci^Sows. Oicra |jt)cs tjie 

pjfOtitorvrith his velvet sleey<sa and his atU*nd«iit ‘hull- 
doifs.* WllAt A jioc^ ho is going I Tlicro iiuwt bo 
<fOiiio snppit^iouft ^nATiy in ^ 

‘JioJIoa, Dhikoloji yoii*re scarcely Uto ; y^u*!! take 
I ho bliittu out of youniolf before it’s wuuIchI ve cry to 
^ a nuin * jwisaing us at speed. 

* Well, wlmt are the odds now ? Will OlirUtchun'li 

catch llrazennoso?’ * 

*' Not a Chance of U» although tlioy liavc thelr\)d 
stroke, t*-- up ; ami it is said that lio put liimself 

into irainiug in the t‘ountr}- ; niul li and (?>- 

are going intc* tho middle ol the boat. But what do 
yo« lliink to do Y * 

* Oh ! we ine.iii to walk glorion&ly into Wadliani at 
the (vut/ (The (iui is a bend in the river wliw flie 
stcorugi' is dilUcult, oning to the meeting of two 
slionins.) 

‘ Not you; that level, stojulj, stealing .stroke of theirs 
makes tJieni go a Ireineiidous pue<‘ vhli(»nt appearing 
to do bo : they are, 1 ealeulate, one of the hcbt, cer- 
' tainlv , of the strongest crew b on/ 

I We are soon among Uu* elms just opiiosite to Ifall’s 
! yard and (‘SlabUuhment, nnd cross oven* to tlie Berksliiie 
' fthoiv. lIoAV vv<'ll (iie imiverrity haigo l<M)ks! It is i 
nn oriianiont to the river, with its gilded deeoi.i- 

tions nnd elt*<«.int hinitl; and >et tliey say that M 

was 8'tdly bhnmsl, ulien in'ceideiit of the (klJ. B. (\ 
(0\f<»r<l Ihiiversily Ihutiug fluiO, for bujing if at 
It w.'w a I/nidon state-hargo, I believe. What 
A pretty <'onlrai.t it presents to tliose nnsigbtl> bulks 
that ar<* moored along the shore lK*fore it and iKdiind! 
Iho'i'dt the Clnislehureli barge does not look bid, being 
all the belter forilo'ocent painting; imd thi‘r(»islhe 
I hand ui>on it. I wonder who pays those fellows: 1 
I suppose, tlie <>. lMk(\ out of the eommon fund; for 
u tew jams hju'k they iisi'd to dun eaeli college, n! 

^ tliiyiiTO playing the Bridal Walt/. How I love that 
I air! and you don’t kn<jw how efcsv It is to pnll to. 

! Whew! look at B. N. C/s (^lh,i/.eimosv‘ CedKge) 
new Hag! Tb(‘y an* deU‘riniued, it M*ems, to keep 
their place, Meanwhile the (hn< rent </cws, in various 
moo [a of despond' ivy or gaiety, are Icimring uhont the 
har;es of the dhiejent colleges; lillar ihe’r <>>v», or 
hired fbr l!u» term; some vith their Oats on, oils is 
stripped, and giving orders for the alteration of a 
btre tidier or a row-lock i some seouring ^mall h.igs ol 
powdered n'sin for thfir hand., so as to give them a 
lirrm r liold of tludv oar; othevH conversing with their 
friends, who are lingering by them till the lust moment 
to keep up tiieii plir'k, and who xwomi^c to ho down 
to start them ; and others again ‘dialling’ a rival crew, 
ur consulting Avitli an interested or friendly walermini. 

'J’hen* are some loungers with tlnir siiruec dress and 
mnfrsivc chains their rings an<l dandy -canes, tlnir 
summer (joids white hats, and conUmjdUtjus ojv*- 
glflsses, lisping ns nflfectcdly as if the wdmle W'orid 
wore made for their pleasure, and nothing ever conld 
arise lt> di.stnrb their equanimity. There go by a 
lau'ddng trio along the shore in a punt w’ell-laid with 
mhioiis; with bare anus, and, as w'c havoobHervod, 
goncrwlly bright scatlot braces, are p^iielliug alter- 
nately auvl Jeiaurelj', ns they step from stem to stern 
(If the ends of n punt are so aisUnguishable); their 
indolent eompifnion, who, in real Kpfeuroan, Nile-lilc 
enjoyment, luungei^ so complacently ou his soft couch, 
calmly csontomplatlng the sky betw^een ihe puffs of his 
cigar, nml pccAstomiUy f loading to or exchanging a 
woivl with the parties as they pass them on the bnnlt 
Here (*onies sfealkg, like a wild duck ovqp the water, 
n light new alrilT, apjmroittly without oxertlun from 
the arms of him that sits It so oveuly and somfe ; a 
craft at onclfc^d dlloktdy fragile, elegant, nud p0riiott$. 

gteAt sklilbff nephew of tlie late 
Ahd is a bntce 
IMHiRiiiieiri ‘ gmn skitKi' (an unthiue bo^tt <ff 


awful build, tlio only merit of wdiich is, tliat it is 
warrautod to bwim witlioui oapsiging.) What a 
variety of boats! Wimt «u abundance of laughing 
faces I By the opi^obito bank is stationed ‘Charon’ 
in Ids huge punt— ^ old skelctoiv-lopki ng man, with a 
long hrow^n topcoat reaching to his fwt, and n gh.istly 
grin upon his countenance as the nauglity ones bully 
him in passing. The Humano Society, i belicvo, pay 
Idni to kcci> a look-out on the river. 

Kver mwl anon goes by a Bobinson-Cniaoe-kind-of- 
craft, w'ltli a fellow sit ling at tlio bottom holding the 
Ktring of a ihrcc-corneicd soil, anti bt<*cring his course 
by ap oar IxOiind him o\er the side. These will leave 
their boats at fho bridges, and run tij> with the race. 
SiH.*, there is au old ‘Muster’ (tlu\t is, M.A.), who has 
come up from the country to ‘lionho’ hi^ wife and 
daughterb: he has persuaded butne unfortunate cmi- 
iicctions or acquaintance to j^airiUce th(»ir ]>leai,m‘c tor 
the evi'iiing lu duty-service, and aive it lieliwnu-hinul 
to pull along that ancient craft, so necessai’ily welghly 
for tin* safety of its fair burden. 

But w’e must not loitirorwc shall never rsMch the 
stai ling-place ; for you lose half the fun if joii do not 
hce the excitenunt, the eatastroiihes the iliinv of tie* 
btart. You b*.e behind yon the nun are tiiineil .ind 
looking tow. Otis lie* rh'cr, and a row of n(«ldhig luuds 
is Msilde above the bank. There i'. a bout corniiif; 
beyond the bend hy ‘ the willows/ Hero tlicy aie in 
sieht ! 

But w'hat a f’loiums evening! I must saj 1 am 
thankful that 1 am not pulling to-dny. Howeahn, 
how x>kuMd all numnd! The cl(‘ar, hindit iivei.with 
the small loach darling to ami fro and glancing m the 
sunlight, i.s they bile at drifting •‘tufl or ihase the 
e\(*ning tins! How sw’cet the distant e of sutt wotxls 
by Magtlalem* ’rowtr - wbieli, by the way, is the maik 
the st(*trpnieu mm at in coming up the lii*'l luich - 
with wiiat IS smi of distant Cluistiiiunh ovtr the 
gloij ol licr old elm walk! How heaiitdul the tuMs 
iiMy look With their fresh preen growth, all studdt i 
with patches of the gx’iiceful wilil tulip (c » fttftji is;, lioth | 
white nnd sptvkhul lilac, the pohlcn nifdlow, and tie j 
hawlliorn hedaes! Joy— joy for all ! How the biain, I 
ovcJ wrought with study too longconlmued nnd intuise, 
regains heio Hh ehisticiry ami<l Natun‘*>. chaiin*. ’ lb>w 
Hie loilwmn moehanie there, Avith Jiis ajas n .aid ji.ipc r- 
hnt, see.iv recniiud hv the gl iddeiiing si i ae ! 'I lu ri* is 
a glow oil all nrouod, which the huiuan l.icast jicrtakoi 
as wo w;dch the xioiiitui, long, warm-tiiitul clouds tliat 
streak the summer sky lloatuig ILbtle'-sly inioii it like 
‘ islands of the I)k d ! ’ 

You saw that fellow creeding a kind of stage uikhi the 
bridge? He is a ivgular attendant at the raeis and 
shews otiMii diving from the height into Hie jiool below. 
ih*ecirig in return the timorous lu iv pcKscssor of an 
indepi'iulence who has just ‘ come uii.’ 'fherc are 
soijip delicate-lookjlng men, in c.ip.'u ions hag-like cviati, 
trjlng the mettle of their long- hah ed Scolcli pots at a 
round -backetl, artful, determined -looking rat, that Iuih 
been jubt let out of a cagt*ful of the like by one of tliobc 
rougb fellow^ the pockets of whoso fustiiui Hlmoting* 
jacki tH might hoUl an infant each. There h<* goes 
cantering, hulf-sneakiiig tlnongb the long grass, under 
this convict ion that prudeiiec is the lK*tter part of 
v.duur, but $011 evidently resolved upon ‘ war to the 
knife* ill case iri ' m attack. And lie is right; his master 
may pay for hSa amnsoment, but our friend the terrier 
has uo notion of anything so serious, and contents Iiim- 
8olf with cautious Kni0k, accotiipanuHl by deprecatory 
apmls to hiv indulgent owner, 

But how cmrtcs an ‘ eight’ down the reach. What 
can it Ih.*? 0//r7, hy the light-blue. How regularlj 

and well they pull! It is a irexuarkably fine ctow. 
Book at timt great r« How * Six,* witli his lirawny nrm*< 
auu the black hair curliug over his IVont like that of a 
Sjiani^u bull. Number ‘ Eight* seems a small man, but 
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hi> U fuU of iiiusclo aiid pluck, nnd a goo<l swriuging 
Htrokc. * Tlwcc/ with a «Ijowy iipriglit figure, doGa 
httlc despite his fino prc^tonsiouH. 

Wo shall bo late If wo do not uilUd, for hero is Baiio! 
coining along in their clean spirited style. How 
well they look I — so fresh mid clear, thev to have 
caught a tint from their striped pink jerseys. There 
now is a pattern of a boat I TIicsp fellows ‘ read* hard 
with scarcely an exception. ‘Seven* is a first-class 
man; the coxswain is a ‘firsthand tutor of Ids college; 

* Three* is a * second ;* and ‘ How* a ‘ first?* and the 
rest are all likely men for the schools. 

You see a man need neither bo a bcor*drinker iwr an 
idler to succeed upon the river; for wiicn* is there a 
inor<» promising crow than the one we Imve just M.‘cn 
pass? And here is Excfvr, ami closo hcldnd tlunn ./< • ws 
—the one with their neat uniform, white trimmed with 
green ; the other, white with red. Tlie white and given 
of those Wtdsli fellows, I iindcvstanil, n'proscut the 
r«x>t and loaf of the leek— the einhloin of their country. 

llut come on, ,or we shall never ro.U‘]i IlHey before 
the boats start. 'I'heie is a lot of iKiople coming by 

* tlu‘ weif'*,’ when* tlie pigeon-shooting g(K*s on, though 
the ])roctor8 ln\e alnowt put a blop to that work. 
Wheu* ean lluy 1 m* coming from? 1 *rincipally from 
Ovi'oul 'lhe\ h.nc iwefenvd that way either for the 
siki of a lonetr walk, or boeauso they avoitl the ferry. 
One boat, it is Mtriotif is alreatly alongside, and her 
cn a are watching with keen eye each of the obliors as 
lh(,> pass down to turn by* the loek. 

‘ Look ahead, sir— look ahead !’ and the co\sw’ain is 
ni)fm Ills logs. * Kasy all; hold herl’ lint it is too 
lat(*. Crises and they are over! She could not check 
her w.n in turn*. An luSenlurouK ‘ i>air onr,’ w ilhout 
ii sb 1 7'^i'nn, ju'^t coming round the corner, ut a tinu* 
w'h( n no bout but the ratdng ones sbould bo alumt, is 
run down by an ‘eight;* but the stream is shallow, 
and llic} c.edy, though breathless and IVighlened, reach i 
the shore. 

‘ Ilovi long till lh(* hoAis start, Mr Wyatt?’ w’o ask i 
n Jibuti, blunt-looking man, Ktaiiding la^sidc a brace ui | 
Mil dl biMi'. cannon which are to give the nignal for the 
St'Ht. 

‘ Very soon, sir, now: it is already i>ast the time — 
half-jui>t seven gone; but hen* emnes C/iristc/mch. 
'J’hey will 1 h off directly now;’ ns a neat-looking crew, 
with an eisy -^wing, and keeping the most faultless 
time. Imt jH'cub ir in liaving no fixed uniform, dash 
by, then oir-hladcs, ns they feather, Inch aliove the 
stKam ; an I •'trike in witli a sweeping cut, n forward 
htrcl( h, an i a quick pull liome, that hcndb all dripping 
from the blade. How beautifully they iw togetherl 
Did j ou o\er bee auj thing so perfift ? It is a treat to 
bve their swing alone; hut they liave pulled together 
at VVcstininsbU’ from ho>s : there is the secret of that 
muted crow, iaist year they had in their single boat 
no less than three men wlio had been severally Stroke 
of ‘the rmVns/'fy;’ but this year they arc weaker. 
Those fellow'H in' the bows, although they pull so 
('rftccfuUy, want vigour. They will not have the good 
fortune we wish them, I fear* They say, moreover, 
tlittt * Stroke* is too weak ; but 1 cannot think it. 
Despite his delicate appearance he has stwngth, and 
l.i^siiug. anti pluck indomitable; his * reach* is, more- ; 
o\er, the longest on the river, though almost too slow. 

lint see, they have turned, and are ‘spirting* to their 
pliee. ILnv they lift ht*r! — bi^aiitiful indcM! With, 
t‘.ic!i impulse sht* leaps forward, and seems literally to 
‘ walk the waters,* her light keel alone immersed. And 
now’ they are ready. How cleverly that was steered I 

lismg! 

The first gun, and many a heart leaps; captains 
prow anxious for missing men ; stntgglcrs are hastening 
to their places, generally too nervous io return llto 
banter of ilielr friends ; and there runs one who 1ms 
iK^on for an orange to tlic rt'frcshineat-room beside the 


lock; nnd many a flask U drained of Its bmt drop 
among the willows then*, or he<»ide the Imystack ; fur 
many ‘coaches* recommend a tliimbleful of brandy for 
oocli manao rc*criiit hib frame with ju^t at starting, but 
it is undoubtedly a iiernicious practice. 

Each l>oat has now bcbide it a gumj) of friemis, con- 
sisting principally of nu*mhers of the same (‘oUege; and 
here and there a tutor— one of lliJjSi* w horn the men love 
atwlfreally respect, who foil hard in the leetui*e room, 
I at are foromust to HAiiction tinrl eneour.ige, unwell ns 
sometimes to bhaie, their due and proper jeerealion. 
Tlicy are exhorting the desponding arul self-doomed to 
make a struggle : they may g<‘t ofl* They are mldiug 
fuel to the spirits of the sanguine and likely. And 
Iwyo, for the information of the uninitiated, it may ho 
as well to im ntlon that tiie boats are placed in a line 
along the bank, and In liiml each other at an iiiterval of 
fifty jards, m order aeeimling .as (hey stood the last 
year, or the piexiim" exemn*.? aflir llic first race. Four 
minutes mo to elapse K tween tlie first and second gun: 
two have iilrt‘ady exjiired. The crews are mostly in 
their boats, with their toals htripjied, but wrapjieii 
around tbeir blioulders, a^ then* is a ti*eac‘her(>u« ehiU- 
noss in the evemiv^ air, and the distant windingb of tin* 
river are beginning to look gray. An nncasy feelin'r 
pervades (‘\en the men ujioii tlie shore. One or two of 
the more inev'pi licnce I and irrepiesdldy-anxioin boats 
an* alrea*ly out, and with difficulty maintain their 
position ngaiiisl the htrcAni. 

Hang ! 

Tlio second gun, and tlu'y arc* almost acrobs the 
stre.ini. Now, thiow your (Mats ashon* — pubh out, 
Ktt*udy; and w'ith a sliet* of leiiwm between their lip^, 
and tlieir clean wliite trousers rolhsl up the leg, half- 
way to the (Mlf, the eiew'S are bending forxv.ird till the* 
moment comes, eadi chest thr<nvn out, the .anus at 
full streteli, the heels togetlipr on the stroteluT, tlie 
oar-hladea laid back, but uol^ifttt far /or the first stroke, 
and near the surfiei* of the xrater: they an* re.idj. 
Five seconds gone— t(*i] he ready; start wdth the flahh 
wh(‘U I tell xou. Iltilf a minute gone— forty becomD 
— look out I 

Off! 

Th(* oars baxe dashed in wlun the third report is 
heard. AVhat a roar of x oieos ! ‘ St( .idy, steady ! ->ou 
are too wild.’ *Noxv jou’re gaining !-- now you 're 
gaining! That’s the style! Keip it up! Well 
pulled ! Capital stroke — gaining oxery pull ! fluira ! 
You’ll have them at the “ tree xvater stone ! ” Only ten 
— only fixe y.irds ahead of jou! You’n* on Ihem! — 
now ’sj’onr lime ! Now Stroke, now “ Five ” and “Four,” 
now “ Cow’,” now all! Hurra! Yoieks 1 It’s all up !’ 
And a wild maddening shout rings through the air. 
What a conflict of exciti‘<l x’oiees! What ('ounter* 
cheering as the eiowd rush along the towing-path, 
their eyes fixed ujion the rix'*r, jolting one again"! 
another ; xvhile ever and anon some one rnoie x’ehemcnt 
than tlu' rest forces his h(*a<llong way amid tho rage 
and indignation of those he tramples on or jostles 
from tlieir course ; while here mid there is one tripped 
up, and sprawling on tlie grass, or laid along the river- 
side, hnxing jiibt escajK'd being hurled or twisted into 
the river, as lie blopiK*d imprmlently an instant in that 
lixing stream, TJiere I Jioy rush— friends, tuloi s scout % 
hackers, ends, ox(iuisiU*a, ‘ barge^es,* in one frantk* 
throng! Iloxv they squeeze tlmmgh the gfin*xvays on 
the bridges, the more prudent and enpablo leaping by 
pn*ferenco tbo gutter I 

’Fhc lx»st way, xvc* msy observe, and the pleasantest, 
to view a bokUraoo, is to drop behind the throng Unit 
accompany thoJioats, or run outside them in thu field. 
You then ©scraps lieiitg bruised or knocked about. The 
contending Ixiats arc now close together ; the lost has 
nearly reached the object of their chase ; tliey arts both 
retaking on th© sttmo trouhlcsl wave tluit fhc ruiUi of 
boats ?»©fotv> has raised. Each crow is straining every 
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tiOivo Ihe puiswd m hope tlint if lliey can but hoW 
ouf i htih lon*ier thoir pursuirsuny the par 
auita in hope that their agony of intinso < vcitJon iiill 
&oon be over, and that they thall hnre m cofc) pull up 
A ft w .ire gOFipmg faint in either bo it • 

‘ Now pick her up ^ Only thitt stiokt s nioic ! ’ 
*Oorao, give it up! — it’b no use shut up- ^Imt 
up!* itpli( H on ndvasary in hope to d imit 
1 ‘Now pi(k her up* J1 k> k (J.uiU done* Xpu 
«rour^»^ ^ 

‘Tor Bhmio * Qhrtt * * Ih intiful stiokc * Will 
pulled “bcvtii* iluu, joull lin\t thtm, keep it 
up»* 

And thiiH foi ‘^onit \t ly tlu ii\nl boils pi (KCtd the 
(Ovsuain of the xniisut I (h in-, all lie c m to w lalitOtf 
the emmy by tlu s n. un lioin Ins luddti, ulmh he 
p rks fittdUc 111 V — i most miu nl d pi in, hx tht u 1 1 fir 
there iH no ii il ailMUita t guut I uud mu h tiuund 
lobt 

‘Time 3 on 11 hi t Ih in** Aiil t piifut 5 ell of 
tMltcmtnt rtnlM th ui 'Jlu ti vi tins slimul lU I 
rcsjxind to tlu du i ml i„ain ‘ 1 nt < n llu sk im 
‘Ovirlixixmip’ *()ik ‘‘ti >1 1 iium ' 
lint n IS HI i nil 11 it 1 ist lul* Ins txliu I '* ih 
piusufi , mil iMiii a 1 elm ( t ick isc 11 1 1* ml iulii 
till ‘eh isf ’ ums|)]n.<l Ills (I M n 1 f u k iliil 
‘bcuititull\ luillul, liinm ’ t > 11 ii(*i I i. t h 

3011! ]V(l|)lill]»* 

Dill then ‘ { j»p nc ut ( »M Ii it ( nh sk Inn 1II3 
ihniscb It) his piikilitp 111 Inin is u clu im 
ipnn ‘'I hit III tint if« 11 m l>k * flmiih* ^ uU 
1 ivc ilumm til (lit* s i Tim i\ n stnli *) u 
><n nil* Hun I'd Ami llu I ul I il i \ itli tl 
dm 111 i-U istiuMf till his II t nl h I ) 

I too luiiU, on (iir j tom 1 I m tl loi < 11 it 

tlu. stK ITU Old >MXs i m il 01 1 ( 1 

' *]-.«*«> nlir Anl till tu I lints 1 ii o ‘1 i 

t .<,ithii 101 i fis 3 ids ill I d (1 t v t i I i li 

tl ou iiui.(i 1 1 loti i ‘to ( Tvuinl T 1 

‘Jjisy all’ A til >1111 i sullen fi Im i di t 
till bi t n lint jnislu tli t mv ul 1 ill iuth tl j 
uuhliau bv tic luU d t c j \u, tiom 111 1 lu it th 
1 1 i<r 

( onu,Iitiisiun np i) 1 i\luttl i ire m 1 1 

Jt u tnu kii| hii pi i >1 111 3 sh ul Hi tu 1(1 

jiht'il /) M Ul It 1 ml til 11 is l ti mi Ij 

Miik^k luiuc n tlm Ic its, i ili ]i s^m 01 t i 

I illiir, u* tin 1 lilts ak Ik llu di )i nn ht ts A 

. 1 w miimt b null, md tlu i\ it n iit 14 0M.1 Ui 

hopis md k tiH ol the conk si lu it an nil Ih 

CKus me n sting on then i is, 01 lulimbU skjpn 
from lluiniii kil3 nift Jiisti il ol tlu t 1 ik t* it 
hn d t’ I- lire m t n m there ui o ih tlu 1 iUiuh 
bilow til budges the k>\ u ) ilth uch th 3 Id i 1 
to sec toik not hidUcunl inUitsl m llu race 1 lui 
il >iig With tlu inn h 01 tl uiui ) m tiiiud down 
to pioloiig tiieu H dk link tlu inn, 01 k w itch the 
T /Ul kill/ fo down Jluv ui U be ipc I togethn, 
eXipot te the hikes, bit ilhkss ■> ih numin r n di 
CUBsiug oif;erh tlu nients ot tlu nee sc nun the 
trows, a tlu ho t li 3 viituk hi tl a urn to ,,0 
alongHik, or jm king ni tin direction oi the kn3 
I Lit us ^o across to sec wh t thciCbuH if tbcocnni 
js^ wild boatto ] m b«m}>id, md wluth hwe lost their 
jilucc But lo 1 * Iluu IS a loit oin Anl so it 
31*18 *1 he ! 'u't 1 v*it h id got entuvk 1 somehow, 

titlui hv runniiu on tin fir, jnd fitting unln llu 
outnggei row-locks of anothci boat, 01 hid been rui 
* into heistll But then they 3ki all t^i llu iidcr, 

I g I sximg and plunging punk [udmiQ tow 11 iTh them— 

1 doini of ciicfc upon the rfhoio '1 lioaiupf et, howevei, 
is close beside the liitrgea, end, sie! Uie coxswmn, a 
sumll nim, hu <iwunx nslioro 
But wliat iiicaub that roar of laughtv x ’ Rmely U 10 
too (foi lou > a business for snoli inn tb I lu f an, ] ow evcr» 

15 5 oon i-xxil lined Numbu iEivc, a giant of «v f«Uo\s 




galhiitly foUowin., his co\5wam*s example, sliuck 
manfully out for the shoi i , 3vhc n lo I )ii5 kiic cs grounde d, 
and now you 6oe him, with hw Bcnniy *md (hijiping Ij 
hnbibmentfl plasteud on him, w lehng to the shoit 
aiuidut the Am and lokcb of Inuuheds ou tho bank 
We w ill c loss to King’s barge to si tlu lings low ored 
^Vhat exi itemcnt at fh k rry ’ How the punts, crammed 
with nu n, < hnging ioi « ikt3 to cacli otlu 1, are rocking 
to and fio* 11103 will ceitiuily be o\er How letk 
les&ly thi riv.il boitmcn strike ogiinst tieh either* 
And the punts s went wddl3 to anl tro, ns 11113 drne 1 
them fiaiously iii tliir anxiety to gel uciosb, that 
they'may be the first bmk kir moth r load | 

’Jlicii « 0 tho llt»'S* mid the nun of the clificfeit 
toll gcb ail eiiceimp as th eh mges in th ir disposition 
pie i«i 

‘ Ihicc cheers for Baliol** and the an ic c hoes 
Mil i/cimose !* and again the shonts ‘atnke the Bk3 
‘ ( liTulehureh** ind tlieie ih ti miikkd btorm ol 
chcc'nii md chsipxnol ition, fol theie is eonsidei ibk . 
je don 3 f( It towards Hum ' 

M\(Mi kr’ ‘Qnc^eiis * f ns, ]M itui limi ) , 
dlhui then tniii PI lek bCdiiso itMim ixij i I 
hiti 1 How tho lilus e i theliwn oj i it s d 
tooii) tlu tnn* lli\e 3010111 tii 111 siii^ i 1 
pisih u 1 Ihit house 1 iiilt upon ill lu 11 Put i) mis 
Ihioii h uelies Itiu ith ns j iilonr t 1 tli s lu 1 
I b I ol '1301 hiiY «? UK iilis 01 otli 1 III! 1 n t 

c Ih wJiit? ilu min ties inn L ill 1 I 1 3 lii m 

I * >>1 il c f I nil \ ell II in f imh o I t ns / 

I) will miot (t cviiuuj ummd tiiin il 1 1 3 1 t 

dl pjclie d \ mil ud, ol 11 c 

‘ A *ia 11 w e 

l> si i aym I tk u w irl I id si div 

Jit < me, kt us fO up I he ciow I 1 ili i 1 

X m in (ri\k lie dl d, ind 8 nnil uii tie ’ 

111 1 11 hitk J 111 t it p ill tic ) 0 sti } )in I p X I } 

( III It ilisipi ml 1 3 inln 1 * n ) I e in i 1 
1 in tie Nunhci Im th 4 li 1 I it H il 1 m 

t u 3^ d lu Hit tnmi mi 11 I i t Ini 3 

u i 3 lilt, m aecieknt, 01 wli t n 1 t \ * * 

I uhii I 

iiv 4 1 onuiit till th t an t 111 1 I \ 1 tl i ' 

J I u * It 1 o \( il I th 3A el V 1 i 1 J 1\ 

111 1 31 c > m hiue 1 tl tl e ( u Will 1 1 i I ] ii 1 i I 
J J iduilJ> into 0 k ul, nxl)anill I 1 esi 

LI I 11 Ks 01 W VkY QU 1 \ ( I SCOI » * 

()sR la n >t men lud to eonliniiii le tl la inn I 
3 nh Jici jomanlu md ti k liskn is 1 1 iii et , 
e It m iHti3 J Ithattlisi I 1 m\ leuitli tut 
ii u ( td 1 lud 1 13011 1 ill (|i sin I3 tin ' 

II hi tl 11s jji3( bti,. il )TS 3l Ine f il 1 to estallsh 

3 hit tlie> on mdly b 1 lint hex n 11 iinof of 11113 

e I m lion w th the ( e itli ft lur 1 i I md J)aruk3 

lint he iidt3 n e asio hn Inn ]r \ d h3 the h u 1 

who hi3 tdeu up Hal wdi of th nnliovex > it 

wouU) hais] and dofpnuu tc^aspeit Wluuthu I 
an so in 113 /( dom dete uk 3 uad3 lo huak «i IiUi iry 
liii f r hii iiputUi >11 3ntli all eonieis ]t3\ii )iu 
Mimpimn to inmiiuii tint lhe/*iu unki i inisci ibl 
delusion Sull those 310 *ii not ci listed !>> Ihcn 
cnthusi nm m th cm e lu sku^ lo ailiiiit tint tl 
evidcnet 'md nifuriicntb of the ehu dr< ua toimsci in 

d Icnieof outii c 1 b(ant> In 3 c It'en(ntml 3 suecci 
lul- the fjnebtion woul 1 lo'^e ill it lonuntic and cm it 
114 intrust if tlK 3 will But one thing, aawc hp>e 
idreid; «nd, and m itself a 311 ;^ xnttu sting uialtii, « 
thc 3 hue heuis ccs tul iiipumrig lint the Iw mtilul 
(XUccnwjLja woman ol gu it mdintiy, we should iho 
fcajr of gTf it tall lit i n 1 vii jcd atcoinphshinc nt 1 how h 
living in an a,.e 31 hen wnlinj was no common cxualili- 
cation, and a eeniun md ot tin pen extremely riit, the* 
lottcTb fxoni hex die KI 3 m inmt would ha\e inlit*ed 
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her to be termed a pwilifio correspoudeilt oven in with extreme cleame'?’*, oa'*li letter boinjf fiiiishcd by 
Ilornco 1^1110010*8 day«. 'I’hcre are but ffew letters itself. Their form is the nioilerii written hand known 


exfaiit of her able and vaierprisinff rivat, Queen Eii:s.a- 
belh. Perhaps it uiiiy bo said that she Imd other tliiin^s 
to do, and little tini(‘ to gi\o to correspondence, whiJe 
Mary had too miieh ; but, on the other hand, poor Mary 
spent a long ix^riod ot* her life in durance, when she 
could only eorrespond by stealth and nrlillce, and had 
often to use the cip(*uitous medium of n oiijhcr. Tlio 
extent to m hieh, under all licr diilleidtieb, bhe^mnnapffd 
to bbu'ken piper, may bo conceived by an inspection of 
the eolh'etmij of her letters published at Paris in lbl5 
by the Rusbiuii pi iiiee, Alexander Labnuofl*. • 

The prhieo has proved himbelf the most truly disinte- 
rested and romantic of all her chivalrous cbanijiions, 
sinw even tie* vanity of literary di'^lmeiion has not 
luen courted by him, and ho has been content to hunt 
Iho world for lier letters, transcribe I hem, and aceuratelj'^ 

I put them ill type. In the British Mu enni, the State 
j Pu])er ( >niee, the Ad voC.-iles* liibrary, the arehiv es of Ibe 
I Seoltihh Catholic" ; in the collection of soveral private 
I gentlemen ; in lh<* aiehivcfa and libr.irics of Pans, 

I Rome, Vienn.i, l^loreneo, at tl many otlierj, did the 
I i>niKc i^itlier tlie objects of hif. ‘oiveh; and llie refill 
was tint be juMitnl tlu ‘Ibciioildn^ Lett res de M irie 
I Stii.u’t* in M veil ell-filled (aIiivo \^>lumes«-a f^oodly 
corie^jjo Hleiice for one peiton to indite. Wliatever 
e\pv''( ilioii 111 miiuK of pers uia fiesli liorn readim^ 
Sir Wall<‘i ScoUV novel of the ‘ Abliot* mi dit fmm 
ahoiii anvlbmo (oaa eted with the lommtic bihlorv 
of Qu(‘(m M*iv, l]i'‘ ureat jiiit of this <*olleetion is 
I dull I'liou Ml Ml » of the letU i are on budness ; and 
tb.il tlu V au eln fK v nd m in anliqiiatMl Preiuhdoes 
not in ihe them nion invttin’. S jmu* oi tbvm au* of 
(oni'U e'lum Iv mtvJ *tJij<,aj ht lUhfj on tbe nvne 
‘'trikne^ pirt'. oi lu r In-Uu) ; 1 ut, in a mIioI*, tbe 
1 (iiiif iinpie* iv>ii impiilnl hy the collection ih tbe 
notion ve * .beady r.leiud to ol (>ueen Marv*s 
imbistiv Jdi( apiccar*- (o liave b.'d an ..vtisc niiud, 

’ mird( in ) lu to (K copy iiself up ai. Quan- 

Idas ol IK iiivvo i. me sbevMl as llic vvoik of bei 
binds; .md tlioa^’b inivb of it b pei. iju fpurious, 
tbere mud Inve beiii a con ider.tble poitioii of Jt 
j j^cniiiiie lo hct imitilvirs at work. One Ji tier, wiitlen 
I V la n 111 tapliv it v .it Slu fUcId, she Wf- an e ivm d Intnktr- 
I ill* forcri ijiidon *1 bine nothuif; vise to ti^* joii 
I ( Mept tliat all inv' eAercibC is to ii.ul and work in my 
iliiimiK'r; .lud tin m 'ore I bisoerb you, isIikh* I liave no 
otlui v*\tu's to t.dve ilie trouble, in adhtion to tbe 

red, for wli • b I Ibauk }on, to -^01111 me ii turn as jua 

I e.in tour oil. u inoic or les^ of tbe iainc < riinson .ilL 

wbieb jou '‘lilt m* touie time a{»o, similar to the 
pattern Vrlncli J send >ou. The b,*feht way is to 
in(|uirc’ forit at tin* ‘.one mfrehaiit who pnivided yon 
I with tbe oUk 1 . I’la silver is too thick ; 1 l)v'p> you will 
I choose it for me n-. fine a tie* pattern, and bend it to 
me 1>> tbe liibl vonvcyauce, with ciiiht ells of crimson 
1 tatleta for bimi'^. Jl 1 have it not soon my work must 
Bl.ihd still, for wliuli I shall he very vexed, as wliut 1 
am woikina is not for myself.’* 

Tlu* most inicrestinff of Queen Mary’s lotteis to 
inspect in nuto#'rai>li are certuiiUy those which were 
written in extreme youlJi, luid are contained in the 
Balcarraa C’olleetion of Papt*rs In tbe Advocates' 
library. 'J hero aie fourteen of Ibeae letters addressed 
to her molber— Mary of (iuim*, tlie queen-regent of 
Seotland. They have been i>roiiounc*od by criii(*al 
iiiqulriTH to be in the youne: (tueon’s own liaudw ritiug, 
all cxcejit two, and they must luivc been all W'ritton 
on* she was fifteen jojirs old. At what prccdso i»criod 
of her life the earUeet one may have been written it 
w’ould ho diflieult to detorinim*. Only two of them 
lunc tliUes; til'll of tho earlier is 2;id Juo 1554. Hho 
was born on the blh December 1 5 i li. Tboy nr© written 

S Tiimblatitui in Jilr TuiabuU'a Mlectloii Aoiu rtaico Xavbauoir. 


for a long time after her period as the Italian. Indeivl 
she must JJhve been one of the first out of Italy who 
employed it ; Ibr « sort of eorruidion of the old Gothic 
form was used not only at that time, but for a century 
and a half later. 'J'hc'ro is no nuBreadino her words, 
and any one wdth a tol(*vablo knowledge of Ktcnch will 
bo Alo to make out her letters in their sinlupinted 
diction. The linob are long and strai'dil, coutaini Jg many 
word*? ; and, on tho vdiolc, the letters of this young giil 
have a niiitun**!, almost manly air of fcysti*mutic strengUi 
Avhieh is -very remarkabb*. The sigimlnre, ‘Marie,’ is 
particularly hivgr*, square, and ivowerful. As an 011 - 
ioiilccr remarked, it was more like that of a surveyor of 
taxes or a ineBSt iiger-at-arms than of an at'complislied 
high Ixun fem.ilc , but it has been long a practice to 
.aceuslom 10 } al p'rson.igCH, oven of the gentler sex, to 
wiito a lar^'t,bold signatun*, as that of lur present 
Majisty Vietoiia may teslity. Tlu* letters of mero 
elnldren are hpoilid in translation, as tlieir interest 
consists in the tinqilc pcculiaritii s of osprcBsion. In 
ICiigbsb, tberefore, and lo tbe Jlngli di rcudi’i* not very 
detph versed in old French idioms, there is nothing 
very r^ninikable ill tlu^o k-tUid. Om of the bliortest 
i»viy he Ibus ren(li*nd • — 

‘jMyuvm -1 feel assured that tbe queen and my 
uncle tbe cardinal make you acqnainted wntb all tin* 
iiiw*, and I am thus detern I fiom writ mg you at great 
I ** »tb, 01 larLliei than to In »* you very humbly to hold 
mo in youi gfxxl giact*. Madam, if it is your i>leasure 
to Jiicieise my t^ttlblisbnH at with a giooiii of the 
cbambei* th <h*uhhn J pviy tluit il maybe 

Jtull Is, inv’ gloom of tlu lull, becaiue lu is a very goovl 
uud old servant. 1 mod you the Ulter-> wbub madam 
iny *;iMndnioth( r In*' wriltin to you. Pi.iying our 
L' rd to <d\v ytai with long binlih a biippy life, Vour 
v«iy bumble an 1 vny obedient d nighUr, Mauji.. 

‘ To til * Quevn, 111 v Mother/ 

'J'be address on tbe ( ( voi is In the s.i’in- biii f ttniH • 

‘ A / / JutpiCj ma mnt/ R lyal lellcra went by spei i.il 
messengeis, who knew well for whom tiny weio 
intended without spei Hying tin* placv. It was a pvtu- 
lnnly^, loo, espi v'iiilly in tin lettcis of ^real peroomu'is, 
tliat tbe .iddiess <<liOiild induute ne.iily usdHtiiicfiy the 
wiitej oftlichttvi a^ ibe jieison ii wad‘'tnl to; so in 
the same volume there aie litters from her uncle, 
Jleiny' of Loii.iiiie, with the address, —in Priucli of 
i eoui ^ * 'J'o my good Sister, tbe Qin en-Dowaga’ of 

Scotl.uid.’ 

'riio'liort letter above quoted indicate ^ an anii.ible 
fiatuit ill the young queen's ebaraetor, wdiieb adhued 
to her to the last, and seemed to giow' in her adveisUy 
— a kindneso and conetiii for lur dependents and j 
lUlbeients. I'lom tlie Ihdn.p of Ross to her * tlu'ei | 
Maries' slie identdled heT- ( If with tbe inter. d-. ol 
llu'se who were i'lithiul to Ikt— a ]>oint vciy intc- 
lestingly brouidit oat by Sir AValter Seott. In tbe | 
insUiK’es of (^b.itel.ir an 1 lvi//io, tlub feeling bivaine a ' 
weakness, whii li w.is the o* e.eJon of her worst calami- 
tus; but there no doiiltt th.it it laid the fbiuidutiou 
oi‘ tbe objvulrous devotion vvbieh procimd her so manv 
champions during her hie, and viiidioutorat of her 
UKinory aftei dt.itli. 

Siiuo of those letters* are of eon iderabli length, j 
They geu<*rally bear on matters of family businesH, 
have Rule bpriglitUm la's or youthful carelessness, an I 
ar , on the whole, seaix'ely like the production*’ of fio 
young a iKjfsoa. Nor do they seem to h.ive been 
wiitton by dictation or instruction, as they cont'dii 
here and there the alterations and crasurcH which a 
letter-writer makes in clianging the intention or ex- 
i pression. But the interest nttfiebed to them in 
not in their substancu so much as in the a&aociations 
coum etod with them, and tho wonderful and melam 
, ciiuly liistory whidi x>a&sed over tlie writer between the 
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bright (hiwn of hopo in vrhieh they wore pc'iinod and oddity is carried to an extravagant excess ; for the 
the flnrkiioss which closed ovor her in her latter days, leader of the gang — who is ropresented ns an uniiablc 
History acarcely rocortls an instance wliore, at an age and estimable ^rson — has no other motive for beconi- 
60 early, tlm prospects were «o magnificent ois those of ing a wholesale butelier of human beings than the 
the writer of ihesu scraps, Quo<m of Scotland ere she abduction by the Indians of one of his eliildren, whom 
was eonscioua of existence, she was neknowlcdgod by they obey and reverenee as a kind of priestess- queen, 
nearly all Europe as the heiress of the throne of Kng- Notwithstanding this prodigious lault, there is a 
hind, and it was goucrally believed that any op{M)Hitlon freshness and vigour aiiout the hook which render it 
ofh'red to her claims was a mere partial, faevous quite a readable production ; am! in si>ite of some 
attempt that wouhUdow over, 'riion she was betrotRod obvious exaggerations, we feel the conviction ns we 
to the king of Erance, and people naturally exi)ec*ted reml thai the sketches, however highly eolourc'd, ar(‘ 
that this eouple Mould lie the panmts of a line of really from nature. The scene is in the ‘nild west,’ 
nionarchs ruling the greatest empire of the M'orld. An a gcueral sketch of winch is given at tho coiumcncc- 
accident at a mock tournament destro>e(l all thebe nunt. There is lho‘wced prairie/ a seemin«’Iy limit- 
brilliant probiH'cls, leaving the young tju<*cn only fjie less plain surrounded only by the blue luavoiis, 
compsr.it ivelj' poor, and the very factious and turbulent and carpeted with Rowers —the golden helianlhus, tlu‘ 
kingdom of S •otland. 'With her fate there every r(‘mler W'ailet malva, the purple moUimln, the silver euplioihi i, 
of history is nequaiuted. the orniigo asclepia, and the pink elconuf — all vaving in 

The collection of dwnments in which these letters thi‘ brt'c/e like the undulations of a sen, into which 
appear is an instanoc, bko that of Sir dames Balfour dip myriads of insects winch look like w mum! flower> 
already noticed, of the importance of pveborving the themselves. There is the‘gra‘'S prairie,’ 'sliere there 


already noticed, ol the importance ol prebonmg the 
coUeetions made by jk'I'^ous whose rank or otlleial 


is an expanse as 


f.ir as the eye can readi of linin'; 


pOMtion have given them the means of proenring such verdure, only varied by the bliadows of the jussim, 
documents. The Bnlearr.is T*apers, lioiinil up in nine ' clouds. There ib the ‘rolling prairie,’ disjui'-ed jn 
thick volumes, were collected by John Lindsay of paralU*! iindul.ations like the soft, smooth ^will thd 
jMenmuir, seerelnry of state to dames VI.. wiio died in remains on the waters after a storm his M.ept h\ 
IMH He was a clergyman and a judge, and ajipears U’bere are the ‘ motles,’ or islaiuK of the piaine s< i, 
to have been a man of Mime scientific acqiiiriinents; for rhiiig Jn what might se^mi to be a bo. udle-^s pul, 
he appointed niasUT of the metals, the king having where hnfialoe*, nntt lopes, and wild bii.'^i'S are t’ * 
noticed ‘Iii^ traielHb in seiking out and discovering of eattlc. and tuikey.s and plu*asants the poultry 'I'lui 
ilyverss iiietallis of great valor within tliis realine, and is tli(‘ antninn forest, wdiepc tlie red, brown, and goldi n 
in sending to England, (kiinnnie, and Ik'Hinark to gett leaves resemble flowers, and vlurc birds of glorious 
the irerfeite essey and knowlidge tliairof.’ Ue was for plnmage flit tin ough the long ^ islas and ‘ unlit gl uh 
soiru> time nuibassailor in Eratiee, and it was probably tbiit ojien eierywliere. ‘Ilieie the e.utns lon^i 
when holding this offlec that lie emiehed hts folleetion. where btr.in'»ely-shaiK'd tinnks and bianehi'*' glow out 
An interesting account of Lord kleiimuir will he found of thfis, and luiiig o\er n/ K*- ‘eattinid on tlie blown, 
in Jiord Liiid8ii>'s ‘Lnes of the LiimLujs.’ 'Jlie p.iperb Imitcti earth. Tlu re nil is silciiei and }onflui<‘s , ‘ in 
collected by liim were \ cry liberally made over to the I when the ‘olitary owl s.iils into the tliickd. r.i iln 
Advocates’ Jabrary bj (’oliii, Earl of Jkileanas, in 1712 . rittle^iiakc glides into the sh.ide, or th<* <oto\<' sMilks 
Tor upwards of a century they lay a bhaiicless mass, through t lie gloom. There are the Ro(k> Aloimf.iins, 
little known, and it w.w only wlien tluy wert arranged where, as you mount height after hi igiit, lime ,ire •'till 
and homid up in volumes lli.il tluir rieii contents weie peaks beyond elotlusl in perpetual snow ( litN i. uj t 
rc.ally appreciatod. They arc more interesting to the stretching over jour iicad, gulfs jriwn .d \onr fvil, 
Ftndeuts of French Ilian of Knglihli history, ont.iining and (liere tlie grisly bear drags hiinsell our lIk 
n.aiiy letters from tiie Lorraine tninily, iniduding the and the bighorn bounds from crae to in*'. ‘Sudi ai<‘ 
eelebr.ated Ciirdinal, tlie Orleans, ami other branches ot the asjiceis of the wild wcbt/ s.iys our author, .ili< i 
the royal family— the <’onbtab]i3 Montmoivniy. Diana describiag them iii fnH: ‘hiicii i the smuiv ot om 


of roiticTB, and otlur personages. 


THE SCALP HUNTERS,* 


diMma. Let us nu'.e tlie eurtuni and biine on tin 
ehnraeters.' 

The ehartieters are eminently picture* f|i!e : tluy ad 
look like ]K)rtraits, and mighi spiiul ha on mu.iU to he 


Ii is now generally recogiiihed that the pii tures of | eopieih Rube tlu* trapper is one of the most slid \n « 
American savage life given by the novelist (Vkijkt are ' <'f them— maiiAcd, disflgnivd, his lais cioitpi d cIom. to 
far more iileabiiijr than true; and tint, in fjot, h,. H.n liead, anil the sknll minus its si alii ! This link- «e 
Iiiiliniw and trapix-ra ««• little more than the iihanloms 1 '» .'"'“’7 

of.. aomcrUat feel.lo in, agination. Dr llinl eame after ^1. 


with a rough, coarse, masculine touch, which startled 
Kiiropi'au readers into a com ietion that in bis ‘Nick 
of Iho Woods * they saw for the flrbl time the denmens 


to vindicate liU reputation, he calls to bis comrade tiie 
old trajiper, and gives him a round white shell to liold 
about llu* size of n w’ateb. 

* ‘*'Whar do 'ee want we to go?” Faid Rube. Tlie 


of tho transatlantio forest ; and since th<*n more than otlicr merelj pointed to an open glade, and answered • 
one writer has followed in the same Hraih’ rajitain ‘’Sixty.” 

Mttyni' IMd, ulthonah hi« wenp is in n dilTiwnt part of “ '"y ‘ 1 ’ ■ Thi m Injuns 

tho contim-nt, is of fh.> Bird sohool, Imt wifli a curious J'a* n'iM'e «■*'«! tins cliilrt can’t sp.iro am., her." 

“T" “"I b. J 

literary refinement, and at the same time more mor.al ^ * 

coarseness. It is strange to think that any man should « Kever f.'w, old h»». ! ” was the reply ; and at iImk 
choose for his beno^ a band of professional murderers , the smoky earenss niovid aw ay wit), a slow and rf"iihir 
but the tasto is quite unuecountablu in tm*mithor wlio pace, that slicweil he was measuring tho ;^ards. 
po^M(*s«e4r 4DI exquisite relish for the hcautios both of ‘Wlien ho had stepped the sixtieth yaid, he faced 

natiu^ mi sentlmcutl lu tho work before, us this and stood erwt -placing his heels togither. He 

I*-.,*,-.,..*- then exicudod his right arm, raising U until his hand 

nimtcw; or nonauilto Aarcntam, In Northi-m lovol ^th Ins ri.ouldcr, au.l holdin|{ fh.. sh.-lt 

Spilipfik ny Oaptain Maynu lltlU, Author of tlio * Itlflo Ranguis/ fingers, flat side to the front, shouted back : 

ptSia J.cii iiiu; bJseet, iilsi. ' Nt>w, Blll-oe, slioot, an be d— tl to > nr I ” 
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‘Tlio shell was slightly concave — tlw concavity 
luriii'd to the front, 'riio tliiiiiib and linger reached 
lialf around I he circiimfiTeiK'e, so that a part of tho 
(>dge was liidden ; and the surface, lunu*d towar<U tho 
inarkbinnn, was not larger than tlic dial of a common 
M.deUl 

‘This was a f( arful sight. It is one not so eonimoii i 
among the njouiitain-nien as travellers would have I 
believe. The tent proves the marksman's skill: first, 
if bueeessfiil, by hlie>\ing the btreiigth ami steadint'ss of 
hi.s ner\es; .seeondly, by the eonfhloiicc wliieh fhe other 
r(‘poses in it, tluis (hs'liurd by stronger tcstiiuony than 
any oath. In any cisc, the feat of hohling the nni^t is 
at least equal to tliat of hitting it. There are many 
hunters AMlling to lisk taking the shot, but few who 
care to bold the sliell. 

‘ It was a fearful .sight; and my nerves tingled aa I 
looked on, TNIany oIIkts felt as 1. No one interfiTed. 
'riiero were few jm'seut who would have dared, exeii 
had th(*se two men been making jireiiaration to lire at 
eneb other, lloth wm-e “men of mark” among their 
eoiurjides--t!M]>ji( oJ'the tir&l <‘la«s. 

drawing a long breath, planted himself 
liriid\ llie heil of Ids hit foot ojqiosite to, and some 
iiiehe^ in ad\aii<‘(* of, tlie hollow of his right. Then 
.piking np hi-> gun, ami tlirowiiig the barrel across his 
l(‘lt palm, he (litd out to hi.s comrade: “hUady, old 
hone and ‘■iiikt! h.^^l/^^ i*t \e!” 

‘'J'he w<*rds were ^iMn^ely out when the gun W'ns 
h\(ll(d. 'iheu'wis a inoiiient’s deathlike sileiHt', all 
M s ImjKui" to the mark. 'I’lien came the crack, an I 
l!a 11 was sei n to fl}', shiver(‘d into fifty Iraginenls! 
'I'lieit' w.’.-i a chter irom the ciow’d. (Hd JbilK ttoopid 
to juf'k up one of the pieces; and afUr examining it 
for a iMonu ut, "houti*!! in a loud \oi<‘( : “ I’Uim centre, 
h} - !” 

‘The joung trapper had, in eOl'id, hit tlie mark in 
(he u r\ e< nt«(‘, as tlie hliu stain (T the bullet testified.' 

'llie Indian, thin didled by the sumsstul shot of 
<i.iie.>, do s not a\oid the coiit( st. lie is a nn'sl 

Mlk niaulike p-usoii, si»eakiiig govid KiigUsh, but 
ilus^id in M r> jnctiiresque attire. 

looknl «il (he Indian with iucrv'a iiig Inlert'^t. 
Ll( seiniRd a nr u of about thirty )i..<rs of age, and not 
inu'h under smn feet iu height! lie was ]>iopoi« 
turned like an a\]»olio, and on ihn aecoinil appiand 
‘ m.ilh r th’Mi h(‘ a< tu.dl v win. His featnn s wore of 
llie Koinaii t.\pe: and his niie torehead, his aquiline 
mwe and broad .i.iwboiie, g.ive him the ;'ppeurance of 
talent as well a*. firmiusH and eiierg.v. IU* was dressi’tl 
Ml a Iniiitini,- shirt, leggings and nnweasons; but all 
tlw^e ditlered lioin anylfiing worn either by Ibe hunters 
(M'llu ir Indian allies. The shirt itself V'as made out 
of th<* dresH'd hide of the red deer, hut iliHeieuth piv- 
jrircd to that used by tlie tnqipers. It \»as bleaehod 
almost to Hum* idteiieMS of a kid-glove. The bn*as(, 
unlike theirs, was close, ami beautifully embroidered 
with stained porcupine tiuills. The sleeves were 
similarly ornanienled, and the cape and skirts w’cu* 

I rimmed W'ith the sotl, siiow’-white fur of the ennbie. 
A row of entire skins of that animal hung from the 
skirt -border, forming a fringi* both grneoful and costly, 
Uiit the most singular feature nhout this man was bis 
hair. It fell loosely over liis f>]umlder<f and swept the 
ground as lie walked; it could not luive be<‘n less than 
se^en feet Jn length. It wgis blaidf, glossy, and luxu- 
riant, and reminded me of the tails of those great 
l'’lemi^!i horses 1 bad seen in the funeral carriages of 
J..ondon. U(‘ won» iiiion his head the war-oaglc bonnet, 
with its full circle of plumes — the finest tnuiuph of 
savage taste. This niagnifleoiit lieod - dress atldcd to 
tlie innjosty of liis appeurunct*. A white buffalo robe 
hung IVoin hU shonldors with all tbo gmeeAil draping 
of a toga; its silky fur corresponded to tho colour of 
his dro^K, and contrasted strikingly with Jiis own dark 
tresses. 'J'iierc were other ornaments about his person: 


bis arms and accoutrements were shining with nictalUc 
brighiiicss, and the stock and butt of his rifle were 
richly inlaid with silver/ 

During the scene di^scrilied this personage has ‘stood 
silent, anil calmly looking on. Ilis cyo now w'nndcrs 
over tho grotmd, apparently iu search of an object. A 
small convolvulus, known as tho “i>riiirie gourd,” is 
lying at his fwt. It is globe-shaped, about llu‘ si/e of 
an (\^inge, and not unhki^ one in colour. II(> stoops i 
and takes it up. lie seems to examine it wiP^ great 
care, bahinidng it upon bis band, ns Ibough he was 
caleiiluting its w'eight. AVhatdoes he intend to do with 1 
this? Will he lling it up, and send his bullet through 
it in tho air? What else? | 

‘Jlis motions arc watched in .silence. Nearly all 
tli(‘ seal p- limiters — sixty or h<‘% enty — are on the ground. 
Si‘«piin only, wdth the doetor ami a few' men, is engaged i 
some distance otf pitching a tent. (l.in*y stamks iqnm 
one side, slightly i luted wilh his Iriiiinph, hut not 
wilhoiiL feeliiigb of aptirihensign th.it he inii.v yet ho 
beaten. Ohl Jtulie has gone buck to the fire, and is 
roasting another rib. 

‘The gouid K‘enit. to satisfy the Indian for whntevi-r 
piirpo''.* he iiilonds it. A long piei'c of hone --the 
(high-joint of the var-eiigh‘ — liuiigs suspended over 
his ^^rla^^. It is eiiriou'»ly c.irve*!, and piereed w'lth 
lioles like a innsical instrument, it is one. lie pinces 
this to bus Tips covering the holes with his fiiigei>. lie 
sonnd.i thri'c iiote.^, oddi> inflected, but loud and hharp. 
lie dro]).s tlie iiistrunient again, ami staiiris looking 
eastwiiiil into the woods, 'i’hee^esof all present are 
lient in th<‘ ianie ilirirtioii. 'J'iie hunter ■«, irdhu need 
by a mysterious curiosity, romuin silent, or speuk only 
in low multerings. 

‘Like an echo, the thrw iioleq are answered by a 
similar signal. ll is (nident that the Indian has a 
comrade in tlie wooils, yet not one of the liand seems 
to know' aught of him or hi.s comrade. Yes ; one does ; 
it is Itubc.' link' has had some previous knowledge 
[ of the Indian, and tlie conjecture ho now' makes is 
[ verilicfl by the usull. I 

*A nistliii” is heard, ai of some one parting (he , 
hu-hes, tlie triad of a light loot, tlie snapping of twigs. 
yV hriglit ohjict ap]»o.irs among tlie leaves. Someone 
1 - eoining Ihrougli tlie underwood; it is a woiimii: it 
is an Indian girl, attired in a singular and picturesque ' 
is)s(iiine. She sl< jis out of the bushes, and eonii*d , 
boldly towards the crowd. All eyes an* turned niion 1 
lurwith look^ of wombr and admiration. Wo scan 
her ftice and ligure and her striking attire. ' 

‘ She is dres.sed not unlike the Indian liiinsidf, .*md I 
tb.ere i.s a reseniblaiici’ in other ri'.spoctij, 'I’he tunic 
worn by tho girl i» of finer materi.ils— of fawn skin. ! 
It is richly' tiimmed, and w'orked with sjilit quiWs, i 
stained to a variety' of bright colour**. It hang** to the 
middle of the thigha, ending in a fringe-work of Hhel]**, 
that tinkle as she moves. Her liiiihs are wrapjad in 
leggings of scarlet cloth, fringed like tlie tunic, and 
i:%*.‘*chiiig to the .nnklts, where they imet the tlajis (if 
her iiuK-casons. 'riie.se last are wliile, emlmiidercd 
with stained quills, and fitting closely' to her small feet. 

‘Alvlt of w'ainpum closes tlu* tunie on lier waist, 
exhibiting tlie globular devidopments of a full-grown 
kiMini, and llu* undulating outlines of a womanly 
per on. Her head-dresa ia similar to that worn liy Jier 
coiiqianion, but emaller and light(‘r ; and her hair, liko 
bis, banga loosely down, reaching almost to the ground. 
Her ms'k. throat, and p.'irl of her bo.som an' mule, ami 
clusteml over with bead-strings of viu*ious colours. 

‘The cxprftsion of her countenance is high and 
noble. Her cyo is oldique. Tho lips nuet w'ith n 
double curyo, and tlie throat is full and iimmled. Her 
comi>lexion is Indian; but a crimson line struggling 
through the brown uiwn her cb(*ek givixs iliat pictured 
expression to her countenance that may be olwerved in 
the quadroon of the West lntlu*8. 81io is a girl, thoiigli 
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full f?rown and boldly doTeloped---a type of health and 
boauty* 

* M flbo approaohes, tbo Jttott xnunstit their admira* 
tion. Tlioro are hearta beating under hu^jting-ahbrts 
that rarely deign to dreans of the charms of uspmon. I 
am struck at tlds moment \nth the appearance of the 
yomig trapiiet Oarey. Uis face has fallen— the Wood 
lias forsaken his cheeks— Ids lips tiro white and com- 
pressed, and dark rings have fonnod around liis ^os. 
They ^presS anger, but there is still another moaning 
in tliem. fs it jealousy? Yes. lie has stepped 
behind one of hU comrades, as if he did not wish to be 
soon. One hand is phiying involuntarily with the 
handle of bis knife; the other grasps the barrel of 
his gun, as thougli ho would crush it between Jbis 
fingers. 

*Tho girl comes up. Tlie Indian hands her the 
gourd, muttering some words in an unknown tongue — 
uiiknown at least to me. Sho takes it without making 
any reply, and walks oif toward tI»o sjiot wliere Rube 
had Btoflii, which had liecn poiahnl out to her by her 
emnimnioii. 

‘ She reaches the tree, and halts in front of it— facing 
round, as tlie trappi'r htwl dono. 

* There was something so dramatic, so theatrical, in 
lUo whole proceeding, that, up to the present time, wo 
hod all 8to<Kl waiting for tlio iknmK^nunt in silcnco. 
Now wc knew W’hat it was to be, and the nieh hegan to 
talk.* 

U’ho couvoraatiou referred to the further prexv^edings 
of the Indian j hut the gemor d opinion u as that he 
intended to slioot the gourd from the giiTs hand; that 
it was no great shot afi(T all ; and that, at migrate, it 
would mcr« ly ecpial Gan'y’h. 

‘ Wiat was our nmarenv nt at soring the gill filng 
olf her plumed boniiet—plaec the gourd upon her head 
—fold her arms over her bohom— and hlaud. fronting 
us, as calm and iuunohilo as if hlio htid been carved 
upon llio tree! 

‘There w.n a inurnnu' in the croud, riic Indian 
was raising his rifle to takj aim, when a i lan rushed 
forward to prevent him. It w'aa tlaroy ! 

No, yer don’t I No I” cried he, clnlching tlie levelled 
rifle; “ slic's deceived w/e, that’s plain ; but, I won’t sec 
I ho gal that ouee loved me, or said blie di<l, in the trap 
that-a-w'ay, No ! Bill Garey ain’t n-goiu’ to stand by 
and see it.” 

“ What is this ?** shouted the Indieii in n voice of 
thunder. “ Who dares to internujt me ?” 

“1 dares!” wplioil Carey. She’s you’rn now, I 
suppose. You may take her wdinr yc like ; and lake 
this too,* continued he, tearing off the embroidered pipe- 
case, and flinging it at the Indian’s feet ; “ but y^'Ve 
not a-goin* to bhoot her down whiles I stand by.*' 

“ By what right do you inten-nirt me ? My sister is 
not afraid, atur* 

“ Your sister!” 

« Yos— my sister.** 

•‘And is yon gal your sister?** eagerly inquired 
O-arey, his manner and the expression of his counte- 
nance all at once changing. 

“ She is, I have said slie is.” 

“ And are you Kl Sol?** 

** T am,** 

** I ask your pardon j but** 

“ 1 pardon you. X^ot mo proceed ! ** 

« Oh, sir, do not— no I no ! She i* your sister, and T 
know yW have tbe right, but tlwr’s no noedeessity. 1 
have bcerd of ymit shootin*. I give in— you kin boat 
, , mol l?or Gk>d*a aako do not risk it— arf*you oaro for 
[j her, do not I 

“ Thor© is lio HsV. I will shew you.’* ^ 

“ No, no. If yon must then, let me ! I will hdd it. 
Oh, let mol** stammered thebuntcr in tones ofimtreaty. 

IIUlou, BOloel WluUi’j tb©drattiMlrttmp»is?**cried 
BubOf fomittg up. ** Haiig J©t*s se© tho shot. 


beam O* it afore. IXon’t be skeert, yc fool ! he’ll d(i it 
like a breeze— Ae will I’* And as the old trapper said 
this, he caught his comrade by the arm, and slung him 
round out of tho Indian’s w.ay.* 

This is a fin© bit of nature ; and our author may take 
our word for it that it will excite nion^ mlmiration than 
the most toniblo scene in the book. But to proceed 
with the adventure. 

‘ Tho girl, during all this, had stood still— seemingly 
not knowing riie cause of the interruption. Qnroy’s 
back wa J turned to her ; and tho distance — w ith two 
years of separation— doubtless pn‘ vented her front 
reeogniKiug mm. 

* Before Garey could turn to interpose Uiuiaelf, tho 
rifle was at the luduin’s shoulder, and levelled I II is 
fiugor was on the trigger, and Ins eye glanced through 
tho sights. It was too late to intorfiTO. Any attempt 
at tlint might bring about the dreaded rtsult. The 
hunter, us he lurnod, saw tliis; and, halting in his 
tracks, stood straining and silent. 

‘ It was a moment of terrible suspense to all of us — 
a moment of intonho emotions. The silence uaa iiro- 
ibimd, ISvcfy breath seemtJ suspeiiile*!, every cyo 
WHS fixed on the yellow objeet — ^not lar/'er, I have said, 
than an orange. (> Go<ll will the shot never come? 

‘ It eamo. The flash- the crack — the stn.nn of fire 
— the wild hurra— the forward rusli — wire all snnnU 
i incons things. We saw the slu’^ered pjobe fly olf, 
1’hc girl was still upon her feet — she was s ifl I 
*I r.m with the rest. Tho smoke for a inonnel 
bliiidixl me. I hoard tho shrill neto» (tf llic lodj.'n 
whistle. 1 looked before me. 7'hf ijul had disn/ - 
pi m>d! 

‘We ran on to the ‘•j ot uIcto sic* lia I st<u»d. Wo 
'*eanl n ru dim ^ in the underwood — a di p iitnii, foot-vti p. 
We knew it was she; but, .;iiidcd 1)^ an instiiut ef 
dcUeu*v»and ii knowledge thal it would be conlnn to 
the wNh of her brother, no oie* follow tvl Iut. Wc 
found the fragment ■« of the ealabash stKwid omt lii 
ground. Wc tbimd the leaden maik upni Hum: tli(» 
bullet itself was buries! iu the bark of the tn e. m I (uio 
of the liunter^ commenced diggine, it out with tlu^ pva \t 
of Ins howio. When ive tnrnui to go b.u*k we mw 
that the Indian had walked aw. ay, and now sto(»d 
chatting easily and familial ly witii .^eguin. As wo 
re-entcred tho camp -ground I ob i\id (r.ircv htf*(>p 
and pick up u shining object. It wai tlie rhuiotHy 
whifh he carefully readjnstetl round )ns neck in its 
wonted position. Prom hii» look, ami the manner lu 
Mfliich ho handled it, it was plain that lie now xeg.irded 
that souvenir with more revt‘rence tb in ever.’ 

Tlie ri'oder has now Ijeforo him a Hpecimen of tlie 
living interest of the w'ork ; and if ho will only famy 
Mieh picturi*8 frumoil in the romantic and gorgeous 
Hcouery we ha\e noticed at tho beginning, ho will he 
able to fiirm a pretty accurate idea of a production as 
original in its faults as in its excellencea. 

Calnmti lot |?<mng |^e«$lr. 

mniAN .SWKETWEAm 

You are all, no doubt, fond of rock, lollipop, or that deli- 
cious sweutmeafc^cpt in the confectioners* windows ip large 
glass- bottles, which bears the name of a hard substance, 
and vet melts in your mouth like snow. Hock is veiy 
popular iu India too, and tho Old Indian is now going tu 
tell you something about it. It Is pleasant to read how 
things are mado in other countries ; and although tlio 
Indies are far less civilised than we, and wura with 
far inferior tools than purs, yet some of their nianufac- 
turea— sweetmeats, and their rock among Other things — 
at© very good. 

The Hindoos, like ourselves, eat peculiar sweetmeats 
and peculiar dishes at certain seasons of the year. We 
have our Christmas f bun, cross bun, twelfth -cake, and 
l*.ve jjttiinee-pie; and so they hare their various sweetmeats, 




CHAMBERS’S EDINBUROH JOURNAL. 


> tb, to you, unpronounreible names, and tb<ir rock, 
i illtd (ilunh, Dfluch is only rnado at a certain fostiril — 
ntriKly, the festival of Kali. You will be amused to 
read ot the rwlv m all its stages ot piepaiation. Lvery 
eonfectionor lu Octobet has a polo about six feet high at 
his door, and to tins is nailed a gieat hook, about a loot 
long, and thnk in piopoitun. On one side of this hat 
nanefi'* (confcctioncr^i) shop— everything m the Eist is 
done in tht open xir, and ovcjy oiio may gaze and ask 
<lucBtions, and will be civilly answered' you may behold 
X btisk fnc, 1 itli a hu^ carthon-pan on it. Pfloro this 
pm i nun m ly h( been sitting — lor nobody stands when 
h ‘ (Mil i(— with b kind of wo(»dcn ladle, and wilh this he | 
I Hkly stiis t (|uaiitity of bubblnw', blai k-looking fug u j 
t U it b(cojn( quiio touji he then sciapcs it iogcthoi, ! 
m 1 puts it on a piece of boaid to cool a little, and then | 
^ctliiu up, and di xtorously thrownu'’ it on the large hook, | 
he In gin t > pull out the tougli zubjtonce Ho diaws it ! 
out to tin 1< n th of foui or fi\e foot at a tunc, and throws 
it back, ind clongitcs it af^am * and so he pulls and 

I iin ])ul itcs It till the ni iss become « ai white a i snow. 

tliH st i^e ot roek mikui" thehilvahce, you may 
’c lie, is tJi'‘ii€ruu li, andsi h( nipcs his hioH,atm 
( bail, tnd powdtis oioi hii mass of sweets with 

I I u'^c I r imphoi 1 1 1 < aid ini unis— two sweet '*ccutcd sub- 
I HU III hull 11 II liw 1 righ' looking lins tiays, 

III 1 Ih <ut ihi Mi^ai inti the e, and stium it oxi 
i th ibul ((it of I nutt> flivmied seed called 

" 511 i ili'» * \i ibun hts;» ind li is then out 

it pi and fl ( rek ift niado. 

la tlu I 1 t’ re js displiycd ai othci swetfnu it 
i 1 c 1 ( ill not what wo duill hnd a ISc hS 

W, I I il ii /uat nanj niou tn n i tb t 
V \]\ * \ 'i ich \ id uiulei his ii 1 II i ni( pii. 

1 I 1 i ( 1 I ( ^ in I i^entlemeii, ini a h t In ’i, 

I li M > U I ij n u, tluu m iWiinilkm i' 
nl w if 1 u I ith /'orr rAi m tluu lu ih uul 
)i the 1 hn il f i t il lutlobaikn »d ,hu>yn.( 
li n i i > 1 n in ti <1 "V ind p c uh with la i 

<i p , Il 1 t' t ]> /i’f /4 A (fill ( 11 ol I u^ganvut) <>i 

>. t qiif t> li ’ 1 linthuluicK rni iiiniijs i \ (« | 

I lie fl UK SI if h n It II 11 adt hy pouri i th s u 1 1 
into tn< ill , M I »e, pnenlly sped in % wdl [npu 
ti ) ], luwiii a 1 s> I I m iihribie spiiii ip their KM(n 

iiid c* o (hMon liipiue fhe ptiof of in aiti h, in I 
evdvthiii*^ 18 w id itnllych ip one, two, in tin i pi i 
u the ufiiio i fh 1 1” I k<d,foi tu ii c lu in that In f is 
plcifilul, ml) lb nr 1 tflo cstf allied I mu t n >) i i <1 
to tell you tht luin adtinxtuiowith th<Sxi swiif hi , 

I I itpiT (i u 1 1 \K t 111 c, 11 vltencl hy a he nx 1 1 in 1 

toiistui icT I busk fill of dll I leai s, n eatoi , wine h is 
<illel(/i ma Kisensp, ud, »i1uil i e h, well In uud 
( 1 u il, bit it i((|unes xl teeth to uiijticite it, and 
X ,, 0 1 toiiiadi to ilyest it. 

i nil wt lu w to lui fhei ship, There is s nethiiig 
) ero which likewise In longs to the festnalof Kali nd 
is very interesting, although not a swetMiici^ \(u hv 
}oiu eyes on a Jong wooden hoiuh, xi ong lik( in niii|dii 
theatre, covexed ox or with a bnow whifo cloth, and upon 
this there ate arianged all, and pt ill ips luany nun e aitieU , 
th .n 1 have dosenbod before as being made in sugar, but 
I lined here of baked day, boiutifuliy and appiepii iti ly 
limited with oil pamt, and Taiiiislied, and some be ides 
powdered with talc. Ihe display is gny m theexticme, 
and I ha\o often looked at it with ploasiuc, and pro- 
nounced the potter o^ the Ea&t an mgeuious man who 
fadnons with his hands the greatest of his idols, and the 
smallest lamp whieh is burned bei nc it, and supplies also 
the cheap dish in which the soeiifico is placed beiuie 
Mahadeo a 

The toys which 1 have named aic is reasonable in 
price as the sugar, and thieo ol four lupeos would buy 
the whole ot the lontonta ol the toyruaids shop. 

Wh it I have now deaenbtd may be seen at any time of 
the driy , but tho proeebsion of the fioruBc idol Kali - which 
IS a horex}, black-looking Amazon, with coarsot flowing 
hair, and bloodstained hands- Kiommmices mu four in the 
afternoon. She is carHed, with beatiiig dmms and sound'^ 
mg gongs, and tho dm of thousands of Yoioes, to theiirer, 


and deposited in tho Cuinga amidst the plaudits of bei 
worshippeis. Gradually the di y declines, and the shades 


of evening close over these extiaonUnaiT scenes; the 
air becomes cool; and tho dust settles down. When 
It is abou” dark, preparations aio nude for an illunu- 


it is about dark, preparations aio nude for an illumi- 
nation; Itakes and bamboos, faneitul trellises, aiches, 
and festoons of split bamboos, which h id been previously 
piepued and dotted oxoi with patches oi wet ehiy, aie 
now Lovored with little lamps filled with oil, in which 
floats a small cotton-wick. As il by magic, the flu k( rmg 
lights begin all to blare at once; for thoie arc Ifin licds 
of idle loungers and boys about tho shops, who take a 
delight in lighting them. JVow w the time for Euiope in 
little hoys and girls to silly forth and see the gay sir ne 
Displ lys of toys, paint and tinsel, look best by eanelle- 
light, and so tho toys shine, the sugar glitters, and, ‘ hkc 
sn )W in 111 umhhiiH,’ the lexk looks whitest by the bln.o 
jf these iniuimeriiblo oil -lamps; even the cnouia then 
ippr irs a tei ipting thinn- 

() xJiat h ipiy little 1 ucs I h ivo scon on this fantafatic 
da>» ind hew hippy T ha\e been myself can} in:; away 
biskctluls < i toys iind men of 

Jlie festn )1 (i ii li, 1 may add, which is styled /)e- 
18 held on the last ioui days <f the dieuxsc if 
tl 0 ! I m ui Otioier Ihe hnt night ~ on which tho 
pioecssion tiko< pi let- is the gianelest and noisiest J me 
weather iinv ilmo^t with ccitunt) be lo(»ked loi it this 
fiiiic ot fUc yc.u, aid so the crowds of „i/czs iiin no 
11 k of he.yj r I Lit to ill ht, OI the jlluiiim«iiion of ben 
o till ii 1 d, ly the sh we is if run that hi\e suili i 
habit f * Oh-si ting * it in 1 n lisJi fcsiiv il 


I I \ () N I V N I M V I 

''i ( nil h till 1 lUM i, luiii^' 1 s n ^k}( teiiief 

i f i ill hunt n )i jcrnty, »nl whieh luquntly | 

le L\\ III s ita n t I en sh i ting (xeuisions S me 

t nu , it tu »M e it n ni inm ^ in the .^aideii, in I . 

fui y l;ii 11 I sciatehing at the h M i hyo in mutes, i 

it nddciily t niu I a\ ly an I i in uitii tic liouse * Us 

mi**tei 1 iltei lie ud a ne c m the kitchen pis i < 
down fl end on oin d wn fcuiid th it t) t U( hid 

contiiKdi ii t, gun finin itj nail, iind wa i ow 

c \ '<ily di V it hy iht woolitn (a t up tlu sh ut fli hfc 
ot slips h In » to the tiont of the hou e No (hubt was 
(Tiintii e I that the sniguinaiy little eu iti le, itinern- 
I 11 ^ the e cbtiuetire p iWei oi the ^uu in the held, w u 
1 li pMinhi 1 in lit f iliut the saiai Wt^ipm night sciiiro ’ 
the > ith of the ti( deal icaron hiiing rained it thus 
♦ 11 I it h iMTig at the same i line 1 tiled to shew lu width* 

ii c it c Ui hai 0 made oi iht gun iiftei di igguig it into 
the ]»io| > (d sc ne ot opciations 

M If i II , s le tiled imiit 11 y man possosbos i Innd- 

smu little xillx uii the sca-tiide at the town of Noilh 
He wuk In tho suiioundiiig ;tiiden is a small pond | 
oiKiided X ith pebi>lcs, a fax mite hiuiit of a couple cf 
„(ilis which the iiiifot hns es^ blishcd f t the leiucssion 
of tho sill.* populitioii. Thiee or f)ur yens ago, the 
major was oiio Satuiday expecting a couple ot buhcloi 
fiiends t > eliiitici, and eleo min ^ to tieat them to his best, 
he ponied i hittle of eln. n|>ii,.rio nito the pond that it 
mi^ht be kept cool till it shoidd be required at tible. 
Half an houi or thoieifui, hfaniig a /i^reat fluttor and 
carkle goin ' on in tho mi len, he went out to see wbut 
wax the matter, when ichoUl the two gulls were imu d 
enfoying themselxes upie xnously over Ins ehimpaffiio^ 
They had eoiitnxe 1 to hieik the bottle about lib bhoul ur 
hy h ttni Mt f ill haid on tho pebbles, and no fioonci xvus 
the bleach ofiected than they had proceeded to ic*alo 
them elxes with tho liquor. They woio now thoroughly 
tipsy, yet not so far gone as lo be uncoiiscioub of the xm- 
iiiQi ilily e I then proceedings, foi niimediately on eaUhmg 
a glimpse of* tho luafoi, they hopped off with a gxeat 
ciy ol nlaim, and weie no moie seen that afternoon* 

Thexo two aueodotes haxo leached us tluou^'h such 
ehaimels as to give us perhet assurance of thoir autheu- 
ticity J they eould, mdceel, ho piobably luatohod by luost 
pel sons xvho have noticed tho etroits at lUMomug in some 
of the loireV animals. Tor example, wo possow it fisvourito 
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I flog of tho small spaniel variety, Eiddy, by name, vbieh j 
does very earprisiiig things in the way df observing. On 
one ocfoeion, when we were firom ho»w, Fiddy was found . 
in a state of extrepte agitatiotk opposite our poj^trait which ; 
hung on the wnilL and which, to all ap}K‘ai^ce» she ’ 
rocogiiisod and mistook for the ofiginal-^by the way» as I 
high a oompliiiitont to the artist as that which was paid | 
to a oeriain painter by ^e birds which pecked at the 
representation of fruit on ms can\as. ^ ! 

i " ^ 

THE TWO TEMPLES. 

Timr teas when ShinarN oaWeni plain 
Was peopled with the tribes ul cuith. 

Sworn in Uteir pride to rear a fatie 
To grace the scene of Empire’s birth, t 
sphere man with jnan in uniuti strong 
flight firmly fix the rule of wiong. 

The dread dosi^ was vain as vast 
Defore high Heaven’s oiousi^d wmth; 
i^ud o'er the face of earth outcast, 

Each nation soon its separate juilh 
Of wealth, or war, or jieace pursued, 

Subfluer oft, and oft subdued. 

Thus man’s dark passions, self-desiro^cd, 

To crush the good have powerless bctii 
That, still upspriiiging in tho void 
Their strife had lelt, aio^e unseen, < 

'j'tll in its calm and hallow’d bliude 
Her home lost Love again hath made. 

"J'jine ts when to tho western 8hoi*6 
From farthest east, and noith, and bouth, 

The nations of the wotld, once iiioio 
Together banded, (lour thorn foilli. 

Their mighty nionuniont to raise 
Of Arts’ new tuuinplis now in piaiso. 

J'^air first^fruit of Lo^o*M gonial sway, 

And foTcta^io of a linppler hour, 

WJien woes of war have passed awny, 

And ’noath her noon of peaceful ponir 
Shall Science, bursting Erim’s ohain. 

Its rule o’er all tho earth regain ! I'Kir/. 

IMrOAFlDlLITILS nO.H31ULR. 

What mere assertion will inako any one belicio that 
in one second of time, in one bent of the pendulum of a 
clock, a ray of light travels o>cr 10*i,00d miles, and would 
ilierefoie pciibrm the tour of the world in about the same 
time that it requiies to wink with <iur eyelids, and in 
much less than a swift runner occupies in taking a single 
stride 1 What mortal con be made to believe, without 
demonstration, that the sun is almost a million times 
larger than the catih X nnd that, although so remote 
from us that a caiiiion-bnll shot diiectly towards it, and 
inaifitainitig Its full speed, would w twenty >ears 
reaching it, it yet aflecie the caith by its attraction in »n 
inappreciable instant of time i Who would not tisk ior 
deiqonStiUtioU^ when told tlmt a gnat’s wing, in its ordi> 
naty flight, boats many hundied times m a recond; or 
that there eaist animated and regularly organised beings, 
fnany thousands of whose bodies, laid close together, 
would not extend ati inch t Hut what are these to tho 
astonishing truths which modem optical inquiries t|*^ve 
disclosed, which teach us that every point of a medium 
through which a ray of light passes is efibeted with a 

S Qcession of periodical movements, regulaily recurring 
e^ual intervals, no less than five hundred millions of 
miliioaf of times in a single second 1 That it is by such 
movemssits oommupieatsd to the nerves of our eyes that 
we mtt* ^^Kuy« mote, that it is (he diifereuee in the fro^ 
quent^s^iiheir ypourreboS which afiecti us hrith (bo sense 
of thoiHvt^jir #00wur* That, fur instanco, in ftcquir-.» 
ing>«bo of our eyes arc afiected four 

hand^sm40i^liy4WO millioits of millions of timOi; 
of yOllpslmsM^ fit# bondred forty4wo miiUons of 
Of times ) and of violotj, seven hundred and Seven 
wilOettS of ndtliotts of per sei^ftdl 0o not such 


things sound more like the ravings of madmen than tho 
sober conolusiojis of people in their wakbig senses ) They 
are, nevertheless, conclusions to which any one may most 
certainly arrive, who will only be at tho trouble ot ex- 
amining the chain of reasoning by which they have been 
obtain^•^ife»'4^c^e/. 

AIIVEWTISBMRNT lUmrs. 

It will bo learned through the public thntimds of in- 
formation that there has been a caidul and lengilu'ncil 
investigation by a oomiuittec of the llouho ot Com- 
mons roBpoctifig the stamp-duty on newspapers. In the 
evidence taken on (diis inteiesting subjcib tin le nppcnis 
to have been some curious intormation iuijiislud by 
tho manager of tho ’Tunes’ He mentioned that tiic 
•Times’ pioprietary had paid L.()6,00() last }eji), the 
average circulation of the paper ptr day Knng 
copies I and that the suppleiueiit attached to thi-. lMTg<* 
number was actually too great to pay. He "((s on to 
naj : — “ Tho value of the supplement consj>Hts oi .idui- 
UbemnitR, and those advertisemeiits pay a ceitaiii hum, of 
comso, to the propriotoib j that sum is fixed; it »)n* 
same on a small impicssion as it would be on )00,(<iit. 
As the sum which is paid foi pnpei, printing, and to mi, 
fiucfcuatos and is jncrea‘«ed by tho amount id i in ala- 
tion, of course theio is a ceitam i»omt at wlmh the 
two suiiib balance each otiicr. Su]>poHe that the value of 
tho adveitisements in the suiiplemint wan L JUO, jou 
would know that you could publish ns inanv ]Mpei « .is 
would cobt L.2()0 to nuutufactuie in paper, stamps and 
piiuting, nnd if you go beyond that you ]>ubli h at a I -.a; 
that jv, of com se, obvious. The the uKul.itum 

the gieattr the loss beyoml a ceitain luiut.” ft \\\\ 
ahked : Ho you not mcttn that the piofil is li> 

which tho manager replied : “ No ; the gieitci tin il» i - 
lute loh» Irom a circulation boyond the ]M>mt at ulinli ihe 
expenditure nnd I couipts balance caeh oibti *’ lIeupL.i*i I, 

All absolute loss;” and he iiiude the po>nt dc ii, lx v< ml 
all posbibility of mistake, by taking tlic inname <d he 
v<iy day Ik fore he gave his ( videncc mnnel}, Mu} 
when the value of tho advertisements in tlie suppleiiKut 
piccisely balanced tho cxiienditiire on the papm, and tin* 
printing of fujilier cojiics was btopped, ’Ihc governim nt 
charges paul that day bj tho “ Times,” in tJie shape i f 
diicct taxation, for that one publication, amounted to 
li 1 Again, he saja : 1 have no doubt in Hie woild 

that, if there weie no fonsiderAtions beyond a meie 
dcsiie to circulate ihc paptr, that i( would double it ilf 
within a couple of yc'iis;” and .it jiusent tioin tin lo 
twelve I'olunuis of advertisements .tie iMludt'd duly 
from the ’‘Timci»” loi want of room notwith tundmg tho 
supplement.* 

To tompjuo siJ.nll things with gii.d-ilic poiition if 
tho • Times’ may be said to illustiute oui own inability 
to accept .advertisements for our peges. We me occs- 
s.nnally advised to extend the bi/.G of our slieet, or issue 
a fcupplenient, so as to afiowl space for advertibeiiient*^, 
• winch would bceo vciy profitable.’ The tiuth hoing that 
tho expend for paper and piinimg of our inijireHsion 
— from 60,000 to 70,000 coinoe*-goe8 far beyond wluit 
could bo realised by any charge for advertisements. 
The thing, therefore, is piactically impossible. Latteili , 
however, to meet a very general call, wc hare begun io 
pi bit an Advertising ^heet, which is dono up witli out 
Monthly Parts, As these I’arts use up about 215,000 copies 
of (he impression, there is a system of advertising so far 
in connection with our circulation, although tho cost to 
oclveHiisers is necessaiily high, Should any modificathui 
taki» place in the fiscal burdens afibeting the pn^ss, it will 
be for Os to consider how far any improvements of an 
aeccmtable nature may be made on ’Chambers’s Edinburgh 
Jourfml.* 
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LOS K R S. 

WiiiiniR 1)0 a ('.imo of skill, as tlio dinners' 
giMu rally infor, or of clianoo, as llio loaovs uniformly 
as'^ort, it cvidontly one in a\1iu*1i no man ffains always, 
V liati'vor inOnslry. forethought, or caution ho may Bring 
to Iho nttvMiipt ; %\liilc, viilhout adjuncts losing 
apponis io he* cerlain in sjiito of lh<* fairest oj)portu- 
iiitus. Tlio**!* lucky cards of the world are indeed 
strangely dealt, uith no reforcnce, it would ojlten seem, 
to desert or abilities. Kvory man, it lias hoeii said, 
g( ts hohi of ‘'Oine of them at one period" or other in his 
tune , and ))iit small researeli among the uaymarks of 
eonnnon life uill suggest that their distribution is by 
no iiKMiis so uTKeinal as one inl<*ht imagine on first 
'rh(‘ \>iinieis m every ease secure the larg^'St 
share of attention, and ecTtainly prt'flent the most 
agrv*eahle sulyeel fi)r remark ; but the qualifu'ations 
lor losing ate in some imlividtiala so prominent, and in 
froeiety at larg<* so ^.irious, that they nwiN well Ihj 
nohd among the euriosities of character. 

The beaten u ays to loss of w^orldl^ goods and advan- 
tages — inti'mpevance, gambling, living above the na'tus, 
and so tbrth— are too dii'(>et, and unfortunately toe* 
common, to ineri||||nx'cinl notice; but botne nicu lune 
facilities for getting r'ul of anything like property, 
whidi, compand ndh these everyday methods, seem 
the very ofleets of gtnius. The best or the uorst of 
such ]»eo])lc‘’'. hi'^lor} foiie knows not whieh to consider 
jl) i*, tliat tlieir efforts in the losing line an* never 
accompanied by tliat degree of sellialt gratification 
’\>biCh at onee attends and tempts the ordinary spend- 
thrift. They are generally hanl- workers and spare 
livers, taking lUtlo enjoyment out of the funds they 
rlisponse, and allowing still less to those in their inmic- 
diate Tk’inity. L once knew a man of tUis%nlerin a 
small country town, Mr Slater had a small family, 
and inhcrilod what his iieighboiirs reganled as a ro- 
sp^rt.ihlc share of liouso and landed proj>erty; bis 
personal expenditure was strictly economical; Ids 
helpmate waij a proverb for uncompromising eari'ful- 
nesB; andtbeir domestic atrattgements loaned rather to 
the sting}' Bide. Yet Mr ftlator’s income diminiabed 
M 1th a ('(derity which the moat determiuod aspirant to 
high life could nut surpass. Tlie man ha«l a tasto fot 
iinprovcnieut, but mi?. peculiarly his own ; aud not 
only all Ids time, but all the funds ho could command, 
were put in requisition to keep oarpeutorB; masons, ai;d 
others of the constructive kind in Oftiplffirmeut on some 
portion of his promises. SlaWr’s mpSirs vqro Uways 
ruinous. Ilo had a special gift for rngkin^ tilings 
unsightly, and could turn either house or garden s 
spcclmou of the waBte^ahd-howling<*wildernesfl variety 


on the shortest notu'c. Resides, his great designs were 
ne>er completed - time, money, or paticneo generally 
fading about midway, ivlieu tlie work was abiuptly 
concluded by the roughest of all p.ilehing, which, after 
a s(.‘isou*h compl.iint and nui'-ance, onee mnn* gave 
employment to the meehanus of the neighbourhood. 
J>y these mean**, and an immovniilc nttachmont to high 
rent*^, SlatiT contrived to rediit'c the returns of his 
property (*\ery ) ear — the natural consequences of bad 
tenants. JAligations* ami disputes with the lord of the 
soil also came in due course, till part of hi'* holdings 
were leaciuTcd by the law, and the rest utterly uniii- 
luibitaile; while liis right in the wliolc was purchased 
by a stranger at a miserably low price, which the 
neet‘ssit> of hU latter days obliged him to acci'pt. llis 
neglected and jiinebodly-hrmiglit-np farml} sank and 
settled, as might be expected, far below the comlilion 
of their birth ; and business having retired from Hlater, 
the old mail sjicnt his ill-provided leisure in warning 
all who would listen against repairs of any kind, 
with literal quotations of tliu sums he had lost in 
Inqirovcmonts. 

There is another class of losers fVom 'ivhom prop<'rty 
parses away like the w'titers from certain lake«, without 
any \jMhlc outlet — - close -lianded peopk* wdio live in 
the faith and practice of bave-all, and will not part 
with a farthing easily. They are generally inheritorh, 
though often lieirless tliemr>el\c>, ami by what eham'o 
tiioy escape riches is the natural wondar of tlu'ir neigh- 
bours. Most t)f thorn enjoy a reimtation for wOLilth at 
some time in tlieir lives ; hut just when gayer or more 
newly rtdations begin to calculate with certainty on 
their tost amenta, the long-praetihcd eismomy is found 
to ho a financial requisition, and tales of usuriems but 
ill-'^ecured loans, great an<l bad bargains, or neglected 
interests, come out, though they never half explain to 
the many disappointed wdiy the childless undo or 
bachelor cousin is, after all his saving, so little to bo 
n*ckoned on. Tt is curious to remark what au amount 
of penny wisdom inveterate losers often posscBS. Small 
OxiJonso ib gimorally a terror to them, and they occa- 
sionally make blufts to avoid it which might edify real 
penury; but frnnkUii’B celebrated nmxiih, ^ Take care 
of your iH'Uce, and your pounds will take caro of them- 
selves,’ is rendered null and void an their case— the 
pence lieing usually savcxl at tho expense of the 
pounds. No Ask is too great to run if a comparatively 
trifling economy appear on the foreground; and tho 
miser w'ho triumphantly boiled his gruel in the Bilvor 
tea-um his aunt bequeathed him, ratlier than pqUdwiBC 
a cheaper and ntore suitable utensil* thougli pBrhaps 
a proverbial mytli* has many a hutnb^ imitator 
of his policy. A diflbront but congenial order of 




OIIAMBBKS’S KDIKBUROH JOURNAL. 


minds arp tlioso whose hofH^^s go so deflpernloly 
lifter f?nin, that any promUo, provided its tone bo 
Jiitfh oiioiigli, is sumciont to mitke tiioni pi'rU their 
whole stock qr provisiuti. Quack scheiwss^or fortuno- 
jniiking owe thoir existence to such Jnen? and tho 
acivertisenicnts ono nwMJts with in metropolitan {mpers 
proclaiming thonsands to bo had for the gathering by 
one project or others evince that tliey are wot sunposod 
to be extremely rare. This beli(*f in spontaneous 
profit ft not wstricted t(» any Jiniit of fortune or divi- 
sion of rank. Tho scion of nohility anti the artisan’s 
widow are alike to 1?e found among the sharelioldors ^ 
self^urichiiig banks and coinpanie^i expressly oonsii- 
tutecl for gold-gathering in Britain ; but tlioy arc seldom 
iudividunls engaged in active business, and few oi the 
! bold adventurers ha\o ever scraped together vnth their 
' owm hands tlu» fuiuls they eniliark so fearlessly. The 
professional nlchemists who almost monotJoUsed the 
quaikeiy of Europe till fur on in the eighteenth cen- 
tuty, appear to have lH*en pcKmlinriy fitted for attracting 
and profiting by such tmsting sonls. An offer to trans- 
mute all tho pots, tinware, and old iron aliout bis bouse 
into virgin gold —how it must have cai>tivjiti‘d a worthy 
of the kind in tinu's wlien the state of popular educa- 
tion still permittetl a Kdief in the plulosopher’s stone ! 
Tlio story of those ages abounds witli instances of losing 
in that fashion, and the loss was giua ‘rally v\ holcbaJe, 

‘ I M'ill buy thu lewl of all the chuivhes in I-jrmdon and 
linve it transmuted,’ the dupe in Ben Jonson's 
play, out of the fulness of his expet'tation ; ami n Volifeli 
nobleman aetuulJ}" carried that d(*sign into evcculioii, 
l»v expending on the dull metal bis entire fortune, or 
rather the i*<'iiiuant left Irom supply ing the scientific 
demands of a sago who, after latiouring with furnace 
and ciuciblo for eighleiai months in a ccTlniu apartment 
trt‘ his castle, %\hich no nninvitiMl foot might imter, was 
at h'Ugth missing one day. leaving tho count with Ins 
mansion and offices literally full of lend. 

Tx'ss credulous and fur more em*r'ietic spirits also 
swell the ranks of tlic Iosits : men of great Ijuslnc's 
and bustle, who hurry through work and life as if in 
pursuit of Fortune’s wht'el, and clutib with eager hand 
at every clngrtce of gain. '3’'hey ate reaily-r ‘ckoners of 
probable and present profits, and keen -.sighted as 
reganls the nearest advantage ; but tlieir vision carries 
a abort distance. In their hasty genernliMing, particular 
details are overIook<*d, and their active and busy days 
are passed in continuous alternntiot\s of bard eantlng 
and rapid loss. •Tliesc men act as channels for their 
own gatlicringH. and have an extraordinary knack of 
multiplying dependents round tbeni , not so nniuh from 
hlHTality of disiMihit ion, though they arc never niggards, 
as from n ]>erfxdual uicliiiation to do ai*(l /v//f, which ].s 
apt to turn th« t-tream of tlieir patronage on the worth- 
less a»»d tho indolent. They make, however, most imcer- 
taju holds of trust, and p^»bably leave more reduced 
and helph^ss familieH than any memln^rs of the losing 
community. SuccessfuLiiUiicks mostly Kdong to this 
ortler, and so do many of those lumest and onterprising 
men who devise now branchi»s of iiniustry, or open 
unthougbt^of avenues for trade. Mighty arc tlwy in 
oxpMlients, and of all but exhaustlesfe energy ; yet the 
least clever of their generation at times get and keep 
Ihd Htart of thi'tn in life, and tlieir superannuated days, 
thouM they ever come to such, are too often poverty- 
ertfjeken and comfortless, exet^pt through the recolk^o- 
tion orgreataud iVorking times, concoming which ihclr 
ifieiiHiry is apt to bo lunaxingly tierspicuous. 1 renmfiv 
her an old man in my wativo villngo, whb ijghtenod the 
burdan of age, inffnnity, and misfortune, by tales of 
the time tvljtenl he kepf^ tyro shopa^ a saw-mill, a stage- 
coach, and $ tgvcm, ih one of *the western townships 
of the United States, ilo had migrated early and, 
poor, made earnest eft»rts to better his fortunak and 
snoooeded to the extent so faitMbilF chronicled in hii 
many narrations, Hoiv nfm two ^ops, melted f 


away and loft no trace in his finances was never satis- 
factorily explained j but he had retm*ned, increasefl in 
yeara, though not in goods ; and many a day when the 
toWnsldp of his tavern and sliop-kocpiiig o\ploitM had 
grown to an American city, did ho astonish oUl neigh- 
bours with accounts of the unparalleled profits .ind 
marvellous exertions he had made within its borderM. 

Some men seem api>ointed by nature or destiny 
money -conductors to Gortaiu ditpeusing Inuuls. 'i'licy 
are actii^e and careful gleaners, even wdiere others haM' 
roapotl, in tho fields of fortune, e<‘onomical Jii all tbcir 
thoughts, and unsparingly devoted to business. Yet 
with every qualiilcattou for realising weaUli, they live 
in a continual process of losing— the faU's having pro- 
vided a constant drain on their gatherings in the form 
of a grandour-loving belniuate, an expensive faniilj, or 
a r?u*e of decidedly ill-doing rolaiiv(‘S, ] 

Jt is sad to look on tho profitless toil and imcnjoycil ' 
savings of such' a life; neither the gala days ot tli<3 
spendthrift, the magnifications of tho great busy man, 
nor the miser’s reward of mere accuuiuliition, with all 
its attendant honiairt^ from legacy-hunters, tire there, 
and Ihc spenders of Unit poor earner’s gains ni.i} miss 
but they seldom mourn Inm. One iuci*ts vilh aiiotlnT 
order of very provident losers in almost c\iry si)cut\, ' 
for 11*1 members are widely siattercil. IVoplt* who 
toil, and spare, and layup tllrough prudent imiustnoiis 
•years, till some spt*eulation wlmh ghttiTs witli honour i 
as ^ell ns profit in their eyes chaims the w'lil-rcJvoned i 
hoard out of strong-box and bank, never to be gathered ' 
back again. These lures to mi sfort one rome in diH:*rent ' 
shajies to our worldly - wisi* men, but always hpietd 
with fMmietliing of the prule or vanity of life*. Soim - 
limes they appear in the building torm, somelinu ^ ' 
they tempt to untried branches of tradi‘, and \eiy 
often to an extension of business, with all tin* pomp I 
and ciremmstanee of (‘ommorcial inf'rease. ihose wh<» , 
thus feature beyond their depth douhth‘^^ iieTit loss, 
and generally meet willi it; yet there is a melancholy 1 
leshon in tho shipwreck of so much trust and striving, i 
It is not only the fruits of meagre and lahonoub days, 
tlie reward of jiatUait toil, or the purchase f»f lenglliy | 
sacrifice that one regrets to sec dwindling away with 
the unlucky scheme, but the bojie^id the glory llint I 
wasinit, tlie thousand day-dreiuntl|pat weic built «>n 
that foundation, and tho various efforts of whieli ii was 
the goal ; for in many an instancx- tlu* fine house or 
gn^ttt shop has becun tho plan and ])romise of yxxirs. 
The sad<lcBt example of losing in this line I ever knew 
I wan a niomliev of tho gentle craft ; in short, a cobhitu*. 
The aim aurl high phu’e of his ambition was a shov'- 
phop in a back street of the little tovni in whi(‘!i he had 
Ihxuj lx>rn. For tJmt lie toileil and hoarded from ids 
youth, rcinalnod unmarried, kf‘pt no holidays, and 
pul in practice such expedients to keep and gather 
money that his neighbours set him down for a 
miser. It is marvellous what mere determinatlou can 
acx^oinplish in the way*^ of saving out of alniost any 
income. The cobbler persevered in his plan throiigli 
many a vicissitudo of health ami trade, keeping the 
outlay far below the earning, till, at the tdoM' of almost 
twenty years, he found Imnself in posHC‘ssiou of the 
sum long resolved upon as a capital sufficient to ostub- 
libh tho shoe-sUetp. Uii, fittuiy tiail chalked out its 
arraiigtgnentli years beftre, ana tutimates luul grown 
familiar, through^liis confidential details, with the sign- 
board, the wimlowaj and ihe Ixtck^^iour, with a glass- 
door, wherein ho was to cntert|il|i his xnoit deserving 
custovuori, npv wore all CMnnpotod, to tho serious 
diminutiiou of hfs ftr the cobbler’s memory 

could spare np jot or tittle of that cherished design — 
abd t3s0 bactk stietd: tidlijeci of notliing elso for n fort- 
night f yetf whether his seloction of goods was injudi- 
cious; whether the surrounding tradesmen thought it 
incumbent on theui to put down the joarosak; or whether 
kirpride in the great Babylon wont beyond his noigh- 
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bouTfi* toleration, I could never ascertain ; but custom 
would not corac. All tlie commercial manoeuvres 
witbin his knowledge were tried in vain j low prices 
» and lilK-ral credit were tlio only methods by which ho 
could succeed in creatnif^ a sale, and these ruined tlie 
cobbler. He bad laid ii]) too much of the trust and 
storo of life in that sebeme to bave any chance of 
recovering fVom its disajipointmeut. The man’s mind 
seemed to fail with liis shop, for ho utterly mismanaged 
Its closing allairs ; and when the Insolvency O^iirt hod 
discharged bun, and the premises wore occupicKl by 
a grocer, who, I am told, daily praised their conve- 
nience, and grow nctu.illy rich their*-*, he could rctfirn 
no more to his old working Ways, hut Spent his time i 
Imgcring aixmt the door in a stale of melancholy stupor, ! 
V Inch de(‘pc ned into broken h<*alth ; and he died, they 
said, w’lth a low lament for the shoe-shop I 
'IVo fertile sources of loss among the more iutcdligcnt 
classes are (i\il l*iw suits and iinpracrieablc projects 
in niixOianisin,, Difbcuit of explanation ns tiic fact 
app(*ars, no losses are more readily referred to at home 
w 111 ) grealei equaninnty than what are incurreil throiigli 
tbes(‘ nutliotls. The Miffercrb in general seem to sur- 
M.) tin* bivoeinade m their dnanees with a mournful 
conii)! icemy resembling that of a vet ernn looking on 
bis sens It may be that the idea of having sought 
jij-»tiet‘, however vainly, which most losers by law 
I entdt pii, gi\es a silt and a Siivour to their los<‘OS 
wl b tli(‘ projertors who would have served seienec, 

I mil 1 broil jii it the world, but for some cre^s accident, 
l)v lilts being sure ot eventual siim*ss, honour, and 
linbis, bid tho only some additional thousands to 
^ptiitl, g iin fiom thnia a noble o])portunity to lail at 
I tlu> dTKiation whiih would neither ajqiienatc nor 
eiKouiagt the guat design, 

I [ had two old noigliboms long iigo in a little country 
i town, who turned their itvptcUve faihmM to the very 
Ik st 'leioniit by m iking out of Ibcm an interest and i/n 
oMipalion for their declining days. One of tliein 
hul lu'iMi the (bief of a piosptrons business wdiieli 
Ins father establislied and bequeathed to Inm. }Iy 
I was a ptt idv, quiet, obstinate man, who might have 
plodded to Ins grave in the track on which Piovidcnce 
had set Iniii. and left tho coieem mmh as lie found it 
to his heirs, had not a pugiiaeious hi other- in law 
quarnlbd with him about a small bill, and liragged 
him into law . The < use of Strutlicrs lenus MaeTaibkie 
is doubt >et familiar to some of flu Be prolessioiwl 
persons who b uI to do with it during the many >C€ns 
of its jnoguss llirongli the courts. Which of the 
brolhcrs-iii-law i Mutually von, my memory cannot 
certify ; hut I know that the one died a bankrupt, and 
the other lived an old man in a Bmall house witli Ins 
equally ageil -iwrtiur, pincbcdly supportid by the 
contributions of a married daughter and two nephews. 
Novortlielcss MacLuskio (for ho was the survivor) had 
reserved to himself a consolation. Knshriiicil in an 
ohl desk, whh’h hail once done duty in Ins counting- 
house, were sundry bundles bound with red liiqK*, and 
1 consisting of all his lawyer’s letters, with every scrap of 
the accounts connected with Ins lawsuit. This hoard 
was set up in a secret corner of his habitation j and 
thither, in the dearth of all amusement or interest 
would the poverty-stricken man retire to pore over 
those widless liills, as the miser dm*s over his more 
substantial, thougli not more tischil, t reosures. One can 
imagine the proud glow with wlueh tlie old man would 
reporuse those proofs of a past importance, redocting 
that it was about A/m, vcrjiiably aliout himself, hurobUi 
as he was, that so much luul booh written. 

My other neighbour hiwl inherited a i^mall but ro* 
spc(‘tablc fortune, wlmdi might Itavo cnkhlod to 
live in secure comfort, or make a promising Iwtin 
business ; but the man had a |HiriIous turn fbr mo- 
chanii'S, and after the usual catercises with clocks and 
turning-lathes, it prompM him to itnagino one of thpse 


self-moving machines— the dream of all mechanical 
gpeeulators since the dawn of useful art. Jt was to 
dispense alike willi water, air, and steam, and save 
hilKiur in c#ory direction fVoni the plough to tho piano- 
forte. On it the inventor laboured and spi'ut till his 
money was gone and his hair had turned gray . It might 
be that repeated disapiiointments stimubitud the latter 
procoM, for often htwl the machine fulfilled Ins highoat 
expectationq in private, but failed on a jiublic tniil. On ! 
ono occasion I believe tho model actually niovti some 
twenty feet, and then stood still, to the great cliagrin 
of several country gentlemen, wdio had been iiuluewl to 
patronise tlio undertaking. TJiat was tho last oppor- 
tunity granted to his genius, and when I knew the 
mart lie taught a very little school ; but the thought, 
ibe time, and tin* money (xpended on that engine 
formed tlio Talmud of Ids lite, wlucli lio inuseil, en- 
larged, anif^commonted on with tb(' zeal ami relish of 
tlie elder rnbluns. lii the eai I) stagev of their a(*quaint- 
anee, Macheod (ior so liny cftlUd the s<‘hoohuastor) 
and MacLoskic bad many a skiriinrii touching the 
greiitncKS of tlicir lesiicctivo losses; but peace wuis at 
length eatnblislied between them, on the taut under^ 
standing that each should lioar the other’s tr.idition to 
an end; ami as M.u‘LcodV conclusion was alwa^^ the 
signal for lMacLo'«kie to begin, tlieir meetings were a 
terror to the neigbbourliood. The olfl men are long 
gone, aucl 1 June lived to learn, as mpst people may, 
tiuit Ijle has other gains and losses than those of 
woildl^ or evtii vi'^iblc things; }ct as fmJuros in BUch 
matters arc more obvious, and tbcicfore more ca‘>ily 
discusseo, they seem tlie natural bubjecd of n Bp.m* 
horn’s Essmj on f^osos, by 

()\ic w no 1! vs Isojuivn lo X^osu. 

A 3’EEP INTO TICE OBSERVATORY, 
niornssou noNo’s crocK j-ou ULoisrhiiixo asmioko- 

MICAL onsi itlTAIlOXS JIV 1 I U IKKUll. 

'riiL great globe on wbi(*b wt dwi‘ll spins round in 
sj»ace with an even movement from d.i> to day aiul 
year lo year. It has not made any important cliauge, 
cither HI the direction of its resolution or in the rate 
with whiih it goes, since the dawn of human history. 
Out of tliis unvarying unifoimity the most evaet of 
all tho seicmc'CB ppnngs. For man, linving U'arnt'd to 
trust to iU enduring steadinesB, pl.inls his tc^leneope 
firmly upon the revolving siirfaec, and looks out through 
its tube as it swcejis along in its cnouliir eourse. Again 
and again he sees the same star returning across the 
visual an\i of Ins instrinncnt. lie fixes a delicate 
thread in tho centre of this, and counts the minutes 
aucl seconds that intervene between the periods when 
the star ap}>ears lo make its rt'cniniig contacts w*ith 
the tlircml. If those intervals are always of equal 
amount, la,* calls the star a fixed one; but if they are 
of varying lengtli, lu‘ notes the ditlbrence as the mca- 
Buro of the wanderingB of the star ; and the teU*Bcope 
thenceforth U'conu's tho observatory of an astronomer. 

Tlie great object of astronoinicul observation is tho 
exact determmatiou of tho times when oertuiu iiu«< 
portant luramarios pasa behind threads placed within 
tlio fulK»s of fixed telcscojioa. From multiplied obser- 
vations of this nature a knowledge of the jdanctary and 
BteUar Bystenft is deduced. But in order that tho 
d(*daction8 may bo sound, it is necessary tliat even 
seconds shall bo sidlt into firactioos. Tho obsoyvot 
must bo able to say, not only in what second, biri also 
in what part of a second, tho star has been obseirved 
behind hiatliresd. Both his eyo and Ids mhst be 
trained by long custom to a state of «xalt«d aotMty. i 


Tli<* tlwflds 'vi'itlim tlio viaunl fioW of liU instrumont oTjscrrer has estimated and jotted down tlie fm^tional 
must also bo of iho utmost degrees of fineness; tbr second of one observation a little too soon, the cliawses 
flfimi spkler-tliroads, held three ft*et and a Imif away are that the error will lio in tlic other direction with 
<Vom the eye, will cover the breadth which fl star seems the next ; and the one inaecMiraey will thus' tend t«» 
to move through in a second. Dr Wollaslofi has sac- correct and neutralise the otlier. Hy this contrivance j 
ceeded in drawing out phuinmn wire for the use of astro- the process of ohsorvlng 1ms been' brought to so great 
nouiers to such extreme tenuity, that 1 AO of them may a nicety that even pf»rao»ml errors are taken into I 
1)0 twisted together to make up the thhdcness of | silk- accotmt. The eye of one man secs quicker than that I 
worm’s fibre ; and yet one of those will auffli'o to cover of anotlier. The jH'Culinr power of the observer’s oigan 


worm’s fibre ; and yet one of those w ill auffli'o to cover of anotlier. The jH'Culinr power of the observer’s oi gan 
tiio pOmt of a filar wlien placed liehind it under favour- is then^’ore tested by coinparativt‘ (*\pcriinent, and a 
able ^rcumstanees. I?ut the hotter to understand how refined correction in accoidaiice uitli this is made in 
it is timt Bucii gossamer materisil can he employed in the record of tlie observation. 

tht» solid work of the olwenatory, li't us cuter for a JRotwith standing all tliat has been thus done to pt*r- 
littlc wliilc into the interior of one of those interest- feet the process of observing, the aslrononjcr still con- 
ing temples of f.eienco during the porfoniuincc <if its tinucs to find came for dissatisfaction. It is not 


oniinary rites. 


enough that he has made liis iiistninients analyse and 


It is i»ig)>t, and the fixed transit telescope is just define tlieir own faults of conslnietion ; it is not 
«lH)Ut to sueep over the star Aictiirul# Thningh enough that he has fithsl them with optical 1 )oau‘ 1 s that 
I n slit, wideli rises in the opposite wall high into the magnify hnirhtt*ii(Uhs of space mh» vast areas ; it ia not 
roof of the room, wm* perceive a galaxy of twinkling enough that he has split the errors incident to his (iwu 
stap.s. As our eytb grow' aeenstcnied to the dimness inexpertneas into fragments hy eniiMiig tin m to divide 
of the light which alone is allowed to jaTvade the themselves; it is not enough that he lias ciileied into 
sjiaee in which wo stand, we notice U'for<' us a prrave- successful competition with spi lers in forming fine j 
looking telescope, MippiTted b> menus of a firm, trails- tlu'cntls for the visual field b ol Ins in«tiuments ; it is 
verse axis upon two solid jiiors of ^tom*, and pointing not enough that he has made his owm rate of perception ! 
up towards tlie higher portion of the hlit. An observer to eut< r ins an element into his estimate ; —for llien’ v 1 1 i 
in a loose coat and close cap has all eady taken his remains the Important fact, that the <‘.\e and the o.ir *m 
place in n comfortable ri‘elining-clmir, which eimhlch ‘not themselves in perfect aeeoid.inee w ith e.uh otla r. 
him, wut limit fatiguing efTort, to keep his e)e before WIicJi the eye notes an omim^nee, and inaiki it a 
the end of the telescope, lie holds hi& tablets and Biinultaneoua with a sound that is r(‘eognis(‘d bj^ tin* 
pen(‘il in Ida liand, and a large* el(K*k -tlie living *renius ear, the two pem'ptioiis arc caused by plieiiomeiM tli it 
of the place - is audibly ticking near. The heats of (his are perhajn some fraction of a moment nsnndvi Iroin 


dock the ob&erver is ment.nlly counting. Jlefore he 
placed himself in his I'linir he took the secamd from tin* 


each other in time, 'Phe nu^ssago that eoim s ihron'»li 
the ear take^ longer to puss into the scat ot {»< uciif ion 


clock face -that is, he began hU enumoiation hy noting than that wliieli enlers by the eye. Kvir^ ol)si*iv,aion 
the number of seconds that had already dapsod m the thwfoiv includes a residuary tiror depMidint upon 
currc*ut minute. His ear is now Mrained to catch v^ith this source, wdiii'li is sufiieient to distoii, to a teil iin 
prcidslon each succeeding Ix'at, and his (\<* js stiung to extent, the sjmnnctry of tht* dt'dueed results, nuiking 
coucontriite its attention upon the btar ns soon as it cycles to seem longer or bhorlfr, and e.nising suns to 
impinges upon hi^ sight. The enrtli jnov<‘s mi with its givi* in an erroweous account of ihemselves. 
almost imperceptible and state!,) pace, and carries the TJie A mci leans have taken the initiative in attaidc- 
tele^cope and obhcrier with it, until at la^t theexpixted fhg this source of innccunu’y : they have mvcnte<l a 
object is found within the range of the t"be, and tlio plan for making electricity reeishr uthui iiajn r inhlnn 
ndvaueiiig star axipenra at the margin oi tlie visual taiieously both the clock -beats ami the (‘xuet lime 
field. of observiitiim. 'Phe observer iniKes the rei'ord ol 

The circular space in which tlie ptarissetm is illumi- the lattiT hy merely pn*ssing an ivory key v\hkh he 
Hated by a Mibdued tinge of urtifieiil light thrown in holds in his hand. This gives a mon* exact result, 
from a lantern at the side of the U'lcseope. By means heenuso the consent hetwt*cn the i*}e ami the seii'^e of 
of this light fine upright thrciuD are discerned cToswinjr touch is mudi more intiimte than tint Iw'twcdi the 


the illuminated field at equal distances. Towards 


eye and oar. When the e^e is g^igaged in observing, 


tirat of tlieso the star advances with a twinkling gail, the hand can obey almost instinctively a suggestion 
but wdth its whitish hue, nevertheless, distinct on coming through it, and indelihb register the msbmt by 
H(X*ount of Ixdng contrasted with tin* yellower field, a grasp; for this is a form of oheiheneo that it is prae- 
Onwards it moves ; the observer following it carefully tisiiig all life-long. Tlie hand hcconics wonderfully 
W'itU hib eye, and conutiug tin* dock-hcats as they fall, skilled from habit in effecting rapidly the purpose tliat 
* Thirty-two’ was the last reckoning: ‘ lhirt.>' three* has been willed under the infiiiencc of the quick sense 
follows as the next. Tlion for an instant the star of sight ; whereas the mental comparison of a sound with 
ilifiappears lK*hind the thread— appears again, and Iwal a visible sign involves the necesfiity of a far slower and 
‘ thirty-four’ is heard. *Phe obscuration jias taken less fkniiliar prpeess. It js tliis jirineiple that eonsti- 
plaeo not half-way between the heals, but nearer to tntes the value of the American eontrivaueo. IVofissor 
the following than the pm’cdiiig one in the proportion Bond, of Harvard University, Unitc<l Htatis, is the 
offour to six ; seconds Is ilien*fore jolted down upon inventor of the instrument hy which the eleetrieul 
1 hi? ready tablets as the period of the occurreneo. By t he register is proposed to be made ; and thi.s was i*xhihi t( < 1 
time the rei*or(i has been mwlu tin* star has approached in operation one of the sectional meetings of tb<* • 
tliO second thread. The observer is llK*n*f<>re again on British Asswiation, at Ipswich, on the 5''hur«da,> 
the atert# and counting thg clock-heats that ho may morning during the visit of Prince Albert, 
register the transit behind it This protx'ss he repeats In oUe eorner of the couneil-ehainbor of the towm- 
afterwards with the three remaining threads. The five halh in which the meeting was hold, stood a small 
reconled jabbers arp then added togv-ther ; the sum- square frame of mahogany, supporting a c> finder 
total d]MM fire ; end the result^ with the hour ami (?overcd with paper, Tliis cylinder was kept revolving 
from tlie cluck-faee inaert#*d bt'foro it, is by menus of n wnight-and-elock movement, so that it 
rogiiKm as thopkact timo at which the star passed the oomnhg^ each revolution in a minute, ITpon its top 
c<ftitf(dw«s* Plwt of n glaas-jKa rested, whose interior cavity 

tTtW five threads aye used, and five observations was filled with Ink, so tJiat, as the cylinder turned 
men, simply that any al'ror inci<jleot to the process of beneath it, a coUtinuous trace appcar(*d upon the paper, 
observation may W dlfiVtsiid amoiijir the five. If tl» which was lengthened out iuto a spiral line by a slow 


I fihiAinfe ^of cyiitjdc^ Bid^a^s, Upon way feiv^i : 

portion of tho paper ink-trace appear^^ inte^ tlie 
cylinder had made a few turnSv in ; paraUel i 
coluuuis Bomewhab thus-^ ^ V ^ ! ] , 

Behind the frame coniaiuib^ Ui^ rOydving 
cylinder peeiTtd forth tlio huie of im aj^roiWr T *• 
micai clock. From tl iib cpimectihg wires, might be 
sc(jn passing backwai-ds into a cttpfipard containing a 
charged galvanic lottery, arid forwards to the regis- 
tering cylinder. The stead^y click) click of t^ie clock 
was telling off the seconds in tile usual way; and so 
long as no el(;ctrical connnuaication was established 
between it and the registering appjiratua, the cylinder 
continued to move on with stolid indiiTereuce, covering 
itself wiUi parallel columns of even lines; but as soon 
as the clock and the cylinder were brought into electri- 
cal relation by an altered arrangement of the wires, 
tli<^ asjject of aflairs was strangely changed. The pen, 
before so quiet and sedate, became all at once convulsed 
with a paroxysm of twitches, which of course registered 
themselves upon the pajycr of tlie cylinder ; so that the 
])aTallel columns iwoduced by a few successive turns 
of the ai)paratus now preseuled this ap|)ear- j j j j » 

ranee— 1 i 1 { 1 

Eiich little otfset in each column ' had been j 1 1 } I 
made slimiltaiuiously with n beat of the clock, ^ 

and was in fact the permanent r'ceord of a corres}jond- 
ing second. The eye and ear could easily trace tli# 
connection while the <»peration was in progress. Kaelr 
twitch of the pen was evidently instantaneous with a 
sonorous beat of the pendulum ; some mysterious sym- 
p:.il by connected together the movement and the sound. 

The secret of the sympatUetiC connection was simply 
iVus ; the pen was fixed to an imnuture of steel, placed 
close to llu? extremities of a liorse-shoc of sotli iron. Tliis 
horse-shoe w'as surrounded by a coil of the counec^ug 
wires. AVhenover u current of galvanic electricity ^as 
ptk^sed along the coil, the horse-stioc iron became a mag- 
net, and attracted the pen and armatiu'c into closeoontact 
witii itself. AYhenever the galvanic current was mter- 
rupted, the magnet lost its power, and allowed the arma^ 
iure and pen to spring away for a short distance un^ 
the iiifiuenee of an clastic force. Each springing av/ay 
of the jien registered itself by an ofiset upon the paper. 
Whenever the pen wiis held in close contact with the 
niagnci, the even line was traced. The clock itself 
was placed in the line of cotmecting wires, so that each 
time the pendulum swayed from side to side it broke 
the contact of the conducting line, and thus arrested 
the passage of the electric current for an instant: and 
. tlms each cflect formed by the pen, "when the horse- 
shoe ceased to be a magnet, came to be simultaneous 
with the beat of the clock which arrested the galvanic 
current that sustained the niaguetic power. . 

WJien an observation is to be recorded by the aid of 
this instrument, the observer takes a small key of 
ivoiy, attached to the eud of a wire in liis hand, lie 
I>liiees the clock and i%i8tering-i(^U^^^ in conunnni- 
cation, and tlien fixes hhnself at the telescope. Con- 
centrating his attention upon the star, he gives a 
momentary i)re8sure to the key, when the lummoMs 
point disappears bdiiiid tho thread : by so doing lie 
breaks the gidvaiiiri circuit for an instant, arid this 
break is rostered among the clock-breaks, ^ addi- 
tional offiet is iuter^lated: among the . . 

ordirtwry to ofisclB, the result . ai// 
a|>piears sorep^hat thus-«^^^: f 

haying been made at thirty^threc seconds ; ss" 
and six4entUs. Tim Ikactional part ^ 

; the second line at which thb iri^ J 

. "-..(^dket is- : "is - measured- 

^i.exact- estimate of 'nine. ■ ■ 

■■ ■' ■ ' vlhrtiie old mode.of 
;cthe- finb'-iilireads'of- 
riecessarily placed so far 


to the paswigh: of the ^ 
prepare himBelf for M contact with tlW 
thaibheurrence could take place. But in blisorviiig by 
:dieiidd of d^roibssor^ K the urireB inay be 

so ^osb that the successive star-Contacts may be made" ^ 
altripst in consecutive seebuds, for the hand will bo^tMidy ' 
to register them as quickly as they can happen. In this 
way 4 cbusiderable saving of time will be cflectcd 
making each obscryation — an iinportaut piece of^^ 
economy when many are to be taken in the ccHrse of ■ 
a day. 

Ithas lmcn proposed that this instrument sluill be 
made a means of ascertaining tho rate with wiiicii llio 
electric current travels. Suppose, for instance, the 
casq of a breiik-circuit clock working at London, arid 
registering its time Bimultaneously upon two cylinders 
at once — tbo one placed close by in Loudon, arid the 
other at the end of a long comUHJti ng wire in Livex'- 
pool; and let it be assumed that the electric influence / 
that ran along the wire to register the seconds in 
LiverjHH)! look a quarter of a second to travel to its 
journey’s end f then, although each clock - boat was 
registered a quarter of a second later in Liverpool 
than in London, there would he no possible means of 
ascertaining the fact. But now, again, imagine that in 
this state of a (burs an observation is made in Liver- 
})Ool of thq passage of a star behind the transit-thread 
of a telescope, and that tho observation is registered 
simultaucoiisly upon both the LiverpObi and l^onUon 
cylinders by an off*set eflbcted through the instrunien- 
talily of a break-cii-cuit wire lield in the observer’s 
hand, then the record in London wmuld btj made a 
quarter of a second later tliari the record in Liverpool, 
owing to the time taken by thfe transniLssibu of the 
recording influence. And wlien the records upon the 
two cylinders were placed side by side, and compared 
together, this would become immediately apparent : in 
fact, tliere would be found a diflcrence of half a second 
betxvecn tlib registers. The effect would have been 
doubled, for the second vras registered in Liverpool a 
qutu’tcr of a second later than the second was in Lon- 
don; and the observation made in Liverpool w'as i^c- 
^stcKtd another qmu’ter of a second later in London 
lliati in Liverpool. It was registered later, 

and, so to speak, by curlier time, so tliut botii tlie 
lateness of the register and the eai-lincss of the time 
became elements in the result. It will be under- 
stood that the rate assumed for the^^elocity of the 
electric influence is greatly exaggerated for the sake 
of familiar explanation. It is well kiiOAvii that it 
would not need arfj^tlnng like a quarter of a second 
for. its transmission from Lomlou to Liverpool. But 
it is anticipated that its velocity is by no means 
so great but that it may be detected by the broak- 
cireuit apparatus when the longest possible circuit 
of wires has been selected for the i)erformauce of the 
experiment. * 

The astronomer -royal is contriving a modification 
of the break- circuit apparatus for t lie use of the 
National Observatory. He i>roposes, for economical 
reasons, to give tho signal by the fonnatipn of an 
electric current instead of by breaking bub already 
established. TJie record will then appear in interrupted 
dots instead of in continuoris oflkets. He also i}ro- 
poses ultimately to make the safoe clock both drive ‘the 
cylinder and record the secondsl The oylirider, which 
is already prepared, is twenty indies long and twelve 
in diameter, rind is to be made to revolve once every 
two minutes^ afiTording space ux)on its surface for a six 
hours’ record! For the present, the rotation of this 
cylinder is to be effected by a separate train of wheeir 
work, to is to b^ kept miiform by means of 
curial penduluiri tevolving in a circle pf 20 diisigre^ 
dianxeter instead of oscillating backwsLtds^ arid; forV 
■'wards; is to/bri'trmis'reiti^'^-.^ih-is 

■‘radial' ' 
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S tt which idlK hid to i^Ut lt>£r ^ 

f force that wotm OtUerwIte diateb the uiU- 
oftheresi^i . i 


THE jBUSHKANQERS. 

SvcH ot out readcni aa have their sttjx‘riinens raali 
#Qte«teti iti the remote colony of New South ^alel 
trJU h^ve liiwl ample op}K)rt unit tea within the hist few 
ye(tii*i of moralising sadly over the mutahillty of 
all things earthly— antipodean or otherwise — hi the 
shape of banks bankrupt, uiul projicrty Hint proflteth 
Diverst* have been tlie discussions as to the 
oatLse of these reverses among the tiaitly coloiMSts, 
by many of whom, especially the a^iuattor portion, 
tiio whole was asenlK'd, and perhaps not unjustly, to 
tho Bud<len witli<irawal of eoniu‘t lalxmr, thereby 
depriving them of what they had no uieans of replacing, 
and throwing them unexpectedly on tlieir own i<*- 
sources. That convict aid was the chief element in 
tho rapid pros])erity of the sctth'inciit eftiiiiot be 
denied ; yet, as bringing in its tiain numerous evils, not 
(luite Bo ovidout at first as tho advantages, it was not 
Burpilsing that long before penal labour wfis aban 
donc'd thoK* wore many perwms wlio felt thici the time 
had come to put the colony fairly on a trial of its 
meiits for a duo bupply of n orking mam u 4 and who still 
fed, tliat if its caxubihtics are equal to tho represen- 
tations imule of them, there w ill always be a sufficient 
iudiiccmciit for persons to emigrate from the mother 
country, aiwl thus supply tlie want comphiined of. 

Perhaps had there ]>een greater urcum8iKH‘tion in 
the arrangement of the ill-fated outlaws to their 
musters, the s>btem would have existed to the present. 
In my time almost any person who <*ould prove that 
he was in possession of a few iu*res ot land could 
have one or more convicts assigned. Often those small 
proprietors were themselves ixxviitly libcratixl fclop^, 
not more reputable or trustworthy than ‘«r)me of the 
l>crsons committed to their care : generully in bu<*h 
cjws master and assigned servant lived together in the 
snmo gunyeh or little hut- a communion not unfixi- 
quenlly termiimting in horrible details of murder, 
periK tralwl on or by the ignorant niid criminal mafttWH. 
Nor was it unconnnon, as inquiry nrov(*<\, that persons 
of great n»bpoctabi1Uy abused thw trust ; neglecting 
the moral welfare of those assigned to them, punishing 
them with undue severity, and proiding them with 
scanty and unwholo&ome food ; while others ag«mi, with 
lU-jtutgod Joniency, allowinl their convict servantM sucli 
licence that they i^tjanic unmanageable, and fell from 
one step to another, until some glaring atrocity brought 
1hi>m ba(»k to gang-labour. 

No wonder, then, if such a tree produced bad fruits ; | 
aud of these not the least evil was the number of bush- j 
rangers it called fortli, giving rise to a romantic but 
very disagreeaUo state of inseourity to those who pur- 
sued their avocations in tho distant backwoods of tho 
colony. Once entered on tlio path of enme, nothing 
semid atrocious for the bushrangeiv : they lived 
in It state Of continual eaoitement, endeavouring by 
inebriating Stimulahts to banish from their mihds the 
foreiiodingB of evil j wanduriug from j^acc to pto 
like evil spirits tUd Htbaid of the gUeo of tlieir frllpw- 
meiv trWn the way to plunder was safo and 


m those days p^spfm who lived in the iwmote sta- 
tions, or who had frufpMt ^ecaste to visit 


mmi to np their mind to be plundorod occa- 
rionslly by toe * baling-up’ gentry, dims or numbers 
served not to protect from iUose canning and adventu- 
rous vagabonds, who, unejcpectodly making thoir ap- 
^aronoc witJi ready-cocked doublo-barrcUcd gnus, or 
other unpleasant ‘•looking weapons, left their victims 
no t‘hbic*e hut to surrender unconditionul/y. Even to 
this hour the sound of * halo up,’ when so sainted by 
an Australian friend, brings with it anything but 
agreeable feelings and I always expect to hear the 
accompanying click of a gnn-hxdc. 

Of the many brigands who traversed the country in 
18;i2 and 1833, raising ‘black-mail,’ none were mor<‘ 
daring or notorious thaai tho Bold Donoglmc aud hm 
band. ISongs were written extolling the prowess of 
hlmxdf aud his lads; and the morning -chant of tlio 
convict servant, as he hied to labour, was often in 
praise of ibis gang of vilhiins. The daiing, the known 
sanguinary chara(‘tcr of tho leader, togctluw with his 
almost ubiquitous ]K)wcrs, by which ho sc(‘inod to put 
time and distance out of the question, caus(*d his imme 
to become a general source oi appR^heiHion. Scaiccly 
a w\*ck passed ovi r in which sonie impudent rohh<*ry 
was not n^eorded against him, and tho mounti d jidIu c 
sent out on his trail; hut while perhaps tlicy ven* 
hunting for him at Maitland or Stxmo, tluv would 
Tccoive intelligimeo of a later crime onLncijuiol riains, 
or some other iiioro distant locality. Two otljtr lun- 
awa>s, Weblier and Walmsloy, wore usually his aceoin- 
plicos —Underwood, his first a«.s(>eiate, liaviiig Imvii 
put out of the way, as will hereafter appear. I vis 
then residing near the Hunter Ri\(*r, anti although 
in Uhe mobt likely place to rtxtuvo a xisit tiom 
l>onoglme, had so long eseniictl that nuidi of tlu‘ /t fc 
of ‘pleawng expectation’ had subsided, and my f.nmly 
of young cornstalks ceased ulinost to think of tho bold 
]||ghwuynian. 

In the punimor of 1832, haiing (K-tabioii to xisit i 
B>dney for the purpose of balamuiig accounts with my 
wool agent — vriiich business was arranged to in,v satis- 
faction, for piiccv we're then rcmmierdtixe— I set ioith, 
intending to take a cinmitous route homeward-. b.\ 
Paramatta, Wisen^an’s Perry, aud Mungxove (’‘uck, 
where some little matters were also to be culjustcd. 
Mounted on an exeellont nag, »in<l accompanied by my 
faithful native servant Buka, I wenilcd my w’ay merrily 
towards the then tlourisluug village^ of I’aramattn, tho 
rood leading througli a lieautifully-divcrKifled country, 
and w clJ frequcnlod with noisy bullwk teams and other 
sigrix of progressivelinprovemcntjwhichmadothc fifteen 
pules appear but a short ride. Inns are of courso 
just the places to meet with advcnturc»x; and had such 
a taste formed |>art of my comjioaitioD it iiuglit jK*rh!ips 
have rcconciliHl me to tho annoyancc^s of jui Austialmn 
cotttttry ta%twn; but the rough, evcr>day i>ursuit-i of 
a squatter’s llfu had long taken away from me any 
zest of that sort, and 1 would gladly have availed 
myself of tlie usual hospitality of tlK‘ respectable countiy 
settlers hod not buriness rulwl it otherwise, Innkoep- 
ing, crValher pothouse-keeping, has always been ono of 
the most lucrative ihbugh most disreputable ways of 
money-making in Near South Wales. Buch places arc 
often there, as in the mother country, tho haunts 
of the bad and disripatcnl cliariwters ; witli this 
addition, that txuasigtion from the mother country} 
whotlioe as bond or free, has generally altered for the 
itom toe hahita of tlw* lower orders ; and it would 
ho impossible to meet with similar scenes of 
noting, anmkeMfsS, and swearing to any other colony 
is are met within toeserutoi tovemi* Mureoverhere, 



as ill all nevrly-ria^ tiUm ^ \ 

tliouf^ht ana tttotibn cohimOdi to MfU lovr ) otid in 
the coirntry-hoinioi) ontovtai|ia(Mt« the man who had 
a little monoy^ and sober dbotigh not to ^ break glasa/ 
niiKiit take hijs place in the beat tom vith the riches)!: 
settlor, thereby brihglug the traveUer aometimes inw 
v<‘ry strangi* comjiaiiy. ^ 

On the present occasion I iirae not more fortunate 
than UfcUtih 'J’he general rOtjeption - room contained 
a party of eight or ten i/rho were cry^ing the 
< stone -fences' (brandy and ginger - beer), wJulo the 
smoko euiittcd from about the same number of pipes 
almost obscured the struggling rays of the ciiidle 
mU^arUMl for our illuniinatiou. Bonic of the ncigli> 
inmring htpiaitcra present* with whom J had slight 
ae(|uaiiitance, soon entered into conversation; and we 
wen^ afterw ards joined by a stranger, who, leaving his 
own (‘ompanions, seemed very desirous of introdueiug 
liimsell’ to our uutiee, imt iu such an awkvrard, hnlf- 
eoiitiih'id, balf-sheepihli why, tliat 1 felt Jilmost at a 
glaiiee iliat lie was what is usually styled a ‘lag,* or 
coiu iot on leave. Ilia dross was that of a poor squatter 
— f) cloth shooting-jacket, the worse for wear, and a pair 
of molchkiu netluTs, kept up by a leathern belt. The 
fiicv, as liir ns eould Ik* H(*en uii<ler tlio broiid grass-liat, 
was ])le.i>«ing, nud iiidicutlve of mildness, which his voiee 
aisoconfirnii'd; but his restless, uncuitaiiuiianncr madu 
nu‘ regjrd him with extroiuo suspicion. Neither tiie 
pl.a 0 um* t om])any was such as to induce me to romuin 
Innt;; and aci'onlingly 1 retir'd to riiy modest sleeping 
aiiartmeiit, where J Uiwl been for aomo time trjdng to 
aicornnMnl.de m\M‘lf to the attackH of the Ileas and 
r» Hath, thiiso ^<‘ry numerous enemies of mankind in 
tin aulipodis, when to my nstonishinent Master Buka 
entered \ei^ imeereiiKanoubly, his manner indicating 
that lie h«vd sometJmig of importance to Oommuuicalo. 
ll may lie well to mention that Buka liad been taken 
at tin eaily age from his tribe on Lake Macquarrie, and 
hrouglit up witli much care to eradicate the irrojwiihi- 
tu>s of the savage; hut although ].KTBonaU> attached 
and hlrictlv faithful to my interchts, lie retaineil much 
of the irn-elaimubh* w ildness of character wdiich per- 
tains to tbe race. It Avas no iincommoit thing with him 
to betake himself to liiu bush for a season, joining lus 
own or nn> other tribe wiiieli would aihmt him, w’hence 
he w ould a‘^am i etnrn to my Horviee. Ho was, thereloro, 
in the hahiL of addressing me. in his own languugis or 
tlM‘ ]utoi« introduced among them by the settlers, 
(jiving a cautious look round, he whispered in my ear: 

* Bale me like tliat waiiflgail follow, piyaller with yon 
to-night -that Allow Webber.’ In short, be informed 
me, very much to my disquiet, tliiit he had r«H*ognise«l I 
Bonoglmo and WnlmhM\y in the darker eonier of the 
parlour, and that the timid gentleman was no other than 
their comjianion Webber, who had probably been sent 
over, on hearing my uuine, to ascertain my loute on 
the morrow, ami wliich in the conversation had bwn 
inadvertently mmlo known to one of the squatters. 

My first impulse, on leaniiug that tins notorious 
gang was so near, was to call the landlord and usk 
a ^sistance to sccun* them ; but Buka told luo they were 
od'hoon after I retired; that, iieing woU mounted, tliey 
were far beyond the possibility of capture ; that ‘ iio- 
tiiing but devil devil could catch tlicm ;* and that if wo 
mode the attempt, or raised any alarm, their friends 
in the village would assuredly inform Uiem, thereby 
entailing the coriaJuty of an early visit at our station. 
Having passed a restU^s uiglit, what between tho real 
attacks of fleas and tlio imaginary ones of robbotSi we 
got on our road at an ekrly hour, taking care not to 
apprise mine host of our knowledge of tho parties who 
had been ontertained in liis house the previous night 
lie might perhaps have not been awgro who they wore; 
but at that time most of the country tavem^eo^rs 
considered only that these hushmngers wore^visn of 
tlielr oasily*>acquirud geld» and that giving uiamcessihl 
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VM the inratt 'Hrny to bring tbem to 
oitftliliilhmeht, not to spend money, but to extoyt it 
*Who that has visited Australia can readily forget the 
delightfhl Abroshness of the morning air, breathing Us 
ACflcia odours* and reminding him of the blooming 
heath on nmiintain or moor iu ids distant native land r 
Its mildly-bracing oflbcls put rider and liorse in good 
spirits, -and in about two hours we roaehed the quiet, 
sequjstoreil hut of an old miser, well kiiowu hy the 
sohrlqw*t of Dirty fTeinmy, whose gunjehwas iVi usual 
halting-place of those travelling northward, and whero 
most iK'rsons stopped to bait their cattle. On reaching 
the hut, Buka liailed the inmate ; but instead of n*(‘civ- 
ing tlio usual rejily, was at‘eo8ted w'ith ‘ Wl»o tlu* d(‘vil 
arq you ? Stand off -I ’ll hale up no more for mortal 
iiKin ! * at the same time the tip of a rusty musket was 
piotmded throneh m»o of tlu* Joo]>hole 0 with which the 
tiny edifice was |)orforatcd - an ntteiiiy»t at fortification 
wliich testified to the iuRecurc iiaturt* of the district. 
With some difllculty oUl demmy w«R made to under- 
bland that ourS was a friendly virit, on whieh he 
iillowwl us to enter, wdiile he took charge of the horses. 
The cause of his eAiisp<Tatioii was soon learned. In 
the middle of the previoiH night tlie BoUl Donoahuo 
and friends hud ht'oti on ti visit to Jeuimy ; and nltJiough 
they took no money —possibly on account of the old 
imui havipg been oiiee .i convict -yet, as he sjud witli a 
sigh, * tho} made me cook the best jiarts of soino 
sluH'p intended tor the day’s market at Baramatta, aud 
fed riicir horses witliout jiaymcnl,* w'hich, to old Miser 
Jotumy, weri‘ mortal offeucca* lha account of Doiiogliiio 
certaiidy did not atford me any mcreasctl feeling of 
.Rocunty for the money in my pocket. *Oh, he’s a 
devilish - l<M>kmg ruflian, and so’s Wulmsley ; hut 
Webber’s a q\net chap.’ Bi‘fore KOttling with Dirty 
demmy, 1 asked him how iu* would have ach'd had 
money been doinundwl. lie replied ; ‘Why, oil tlie Utile 
I have I’ll kwp ; I’ve hei'U “baled up” tiiree tirms — 
I never gave money. 0 no; blood tliey might lakt', 
but ohl poaching Nortiuunptonshiro deimny never 
would ghc up tho dust.’ He advised me, m conelu«non, 
to take tho path to the Maitkiud side, and not tho main 
road, aft he Inul heard them men lion that as being tho 
probable route of souio one they exjK'Ctcd shortly. From 
this reririsl spot all our rido was now through a 
inagniHeent forest country, traversi'd hy lines *of hills, 
along the summits of wliich onrpatli lay, every now 
tuid then looking down into immense valbya, iu whieli 
scarcely anything was \iril)le but rows ot towering red 
gum, blue guru, and ftwamj) oak, wliile liere anil tliep, 
matted on tho rocks, wen* numerous deudrobia&, witli 
their clusters of yellow- white or rnoltled flowers. With 
some reluctance Mr Buka intormeil me under what 
circuniBtanccft he had first become acquaintisl witli 
l)onogUue; and as the general truthtnlness of his> 
leading statements was afierwnrds eonfirmed hy tho 
coiifosbion of tho hubhranger, 1 may as well put it in 
a connected fonn before the reader. 

< You rememlH'r, hingai (friend), the feud that existed 
between my tribe and the Wyonguli about llio capture 
of a jin or native wife, mid 1 had x>romised tho husband 
anti brtifher to gt> with them to avengo tho wrong. 
Well, lust >ear vre spt'nt many days on tht* Wollomlni 
range, tor we had la'cn told that some of tho Wyonguli 
were* abroad in the neighbourhootl, and with cautious 
step we prowled about on our mibsioii. piVening had 
closed in upon ua Fearing to light a fire, we jay 
down hc'side a feJlcn tree, as is our custom, covering 
oursclvea with tho soft, yielding bark of the tulka or 
tea-trcH*— fijlr you know tliat the gatti (dcatl men) and 
poVTong (the evil splrils) are tlion flying about, and we 
dared not move after dusk. In aliout an hour toy 
comi>ttnions, BIr-ra-ma (tho Wild-duck) and Mot-tO 
(Uie Black Snake), called my attention to the glixmuer 
of a fire at some distance* “Now,” eaohdinod the 
boroavOci huaband^ “ tho piyaUor blootl my jlul” 
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Blotwly nud «twiUhUy wer the ground, and 

a3»pr€MU*4ivd tho drc, oixr tfputMrs vcady ibt instant work, 
as ^0 felt eouviuced it mtuft be a ^ty of Wyongali* 
Much to our aurprido wo imw two white «men in a 
hirioii<t contest, ouo hohUiog the other i;y the throat* 
“ I have ^ikild you but at last, Und(wwo(»( 1 ,” yelled this 
one, who BOOtnod to bo the master; “hciv’s your 
lxjok» vUlhnous traitor, and everything ready to sell 
me by peaching; but by the blood of myself, J )onoglnie, 
J *U accounts with you this minute. Down on 

your knees till X settle you !’* relinquishing his grasp, 
and cocking a double - barjvllc<l gun. The victim 
seemed at once to lose all self-poswh&ion, wlK*t}ier over* 
COfUe by a sense of his discovered i^orfidy, or of the 
unrcloniing nature of his companion in crime, he Jdl 
down in tlie attitude of prayer. n^e tirst pray, 

Doiioghue, for forgiveness of all the dark dtvds you led 
tno into. Wont 3011 spare like for old tinies^ sake, 
Dunoghue?” “ Ko, you tmitor; five luluutes mu^tflnibh 
yon jkud your pra3’’er!> ; so malce haste.” The doomed 
maw wont on mntteriug a prayer, till at last Doiioghue 
liri^i both b.krrels, and Ins victun rolled over dead. 
The aben'igines of New Holland }ka\e a sniK^rstitious 
dread <kf a dead body — im}', even to Ik* m*ar the h|>ofc 
uhcre one is Did - and we also shrunk hack into the 
thick hush, 'riiis unusual noise (uuised Donogliue to 
sUrt up. “Ah!” he exeluimod, “you police devils, 
are you come for me? Hut lie deserved it.” Th(‘U 
hnrUng no nspuiisc mode, he set up a loud laugh, 
like a madman — “ Ihi, ha, hu ! Was it only the 
wallahai” Tsmall kangaroo) “lliat disturbed the Bold 
Donoghuo?” Slowly we eix'pt away, ami at c.irly 
dawn started off, having luul quite enough of looking 
after the Wyongali. AVild-diick, vv ho had Lno\^ n U nder- 
wood to ho u eoinitanion of Donoghuo, went some time 
after and gave notice to the anthonties, who sent out 
and discovered the reniains of the murdered bush- 
ranger, whiuli quite corroborated the uceouiit of hU 
death; and indeed Jhmoghuo confessed to some of his 
companions that he hud despatched him, and no good 
Umi ever fkdlowcd liim afterward'*.* 

Buka had bcarcely finished his iiorrativo — whikdi, had 
1 not known the native dislike to refer to scenes of 
murder or floath in any shape, would hav made me 
wonder at hi'fl keeping it so mucli a secret from me— 
than inf suddenly reined his liorsc up, observing: 

‘ ThrvK* yariaman (horses ) pass out this wood ; hak* me 
(1 do not) like him.* Ho then di'unountul and looked 
narrowly around, as if to assure hhuself. * Ves, *tis them 
wunuguil dogs -fTeminy piyaller me -that Webber rob 
OIK* shoe his nieze yanumau, to put on him mumy earhun 
yanamnn.* 

He pointed to the ground in proof of what ho stated 
— namely, that one of the horses had a smalkT sImh* 
than it ought to have. Ho might as well have 
shewn me hieroglyphics, as 1 could discover nothing 
hut a series of irregular marks on the hard road ; yet 
here the expericneocl eye of the New Hollander could 
trac*c even that slight diflereuce in the indi'iitatious. 
There was now no cloubt us to the fact of the daring 
outlaws having passed along the only path then open 
to 11s, and I could not help feeling certain tliat tlieir 
object was to waylay mo, under an impression that 1 
possibly had more money witli me than usual ; for had 
they not hatl sotnething specific in view, they would 
pitmgMjr have turned up by the Windsor Bead, where 
tJicy might joxpecfc bettor game; and, moreover, the 
only hous^ lUong our routo was Wistfmaifs, at wliich 
they might^bOk for determbted opposition. 

The euemy was getting on apoco, and We were yet 
seven miles Wiseman's JFcrry* our destination, siui 
under the circumstanici^s I was rgiher puzzled what to 
do. To MipP^l wookt bo to moot the party ; our 
hors^jWiloo tired to carry us to Windsor or back io 
and if t hfd the Uaonoy, an<l met tho 
pifffjt* t’ertiun dcatli was io be looked for in revenge 


for being cheated out of their booty. Master Biik.i 
Boon catno to *03/ aid : * Ah, bingai, mo miU-mill (look 
after) those dingoes f and giving bic his horse to le.td, 
and desiring me the moment Z saw him running hiu>k, 
hr, If dusk, when he imitated the cry of the little hawk 
|j|iplt% pipita), it was a signal of danger, and 1 was to 
cum at om^ into tho adjoining thickets. 

l*robably I hatl followed on as directcHl for about an 
hour, my vision on the rack to discover in the inulti- 
fariouB ifeyrms which seemed to hover about in forest 
twilight, and iny ears on tho stretch to catch tho first 
i]]di(‘Btioii of alarm, when T liourd the little hawk’s 
screcrh, and in a moment turned into the wood, con- 
cealcHl by long reeds ; which I did so hurriedly, that 
in the imporll*ct light uiy head emne into violent 
contact with the remains of a gum- tree, and put me 
in a train of reasoning on tho comparative inttueiioe 
of a waddy or native bludgeon used on the cranium. 
Buka soon joim*d mo, and commenced rubbing tin* 
ears of the horses to keep them quiet, and with 
much salii»f.ic*tioii I could discern tho biiDlirangers 
approach and pass oti without diseoycriiig our whcic- 
aliouts. 3)onoghue*s rough Zribh voice soiiiid(*d above 
tlie others ; lor 1 lu‘ard him say vu* could not lx* f.ir oil', 
hut iH*rhapt» we luid turned up by Maitland wa.v. M3' 
faithful servant told me afterwards that ho w'as very 
close upmi them before ho was aware of it. They v\ ere 
resting in a ho-i*kon-umba, or fern-oo^erod spot, 
apparently discussing home plan of diieratuni, but tiu* 
kca-ra-pai (^white coclcatoo) gave him notice. ‘ 
bingai, *twas this mur-ra-nuii (pointing to a round 
I or3f.tal ho curriiHl in his opossum girdlo as a cj^rni) 

! which saveil us. bonn* day mo piynller yon how th.tt 
murry luayerry (very good), that murranui (rharm) tor 
I hudgel (siekne^'*)^ hut murry (make haste),* ^13 mg 
which lie moimted and sot oft‘ at a brisk c.uiter, al- 
though iiotliiaii; but the cx[KK’tation of a return ot tlie 
brigands would have tempted us to rattle along us we 
did over a rough, in many pl.ices sUsqi load, wlin^h 
lay very ofti*u close to tho edge of a pie<*ipiee. 

Trusting to my lyuK-e) ed guid<*, I w a**, not long in 
reaching the path leading down to the southern hink of 
tlic river Jlawkesbury, whose torluou-s windings I.13 
mirrored below us in a s(*ries of hroml blight sIus^n on 
I which the moon, just xisiiig, threw Ikt solar hglit. 

! We took up our night’s quaiters at Wibeinan’b. h.nlv 
I on the following morning we wen* reaily ior our join - 
uey, and leaving the hospitable roof of tin* old 1 ig 
— once a convict, but now worth thonsaiuls — passul 
through tho gateway, eOch side of whicli was (.md 
I lieUevo still is) decorated with the btalnary iittenipis 
of somo exiled Nollokins : an ouiii marvellouHly rosem- 
blinga goose with very long legs, and a kangaroo nou- 
descript-bort-of-unhiml, as a squatter would cxiiross it, 
hetwe(*n a jtingle-dug gild a window-shutter. In answer 
to Buka’s coo- wee, the firry -boat, plu*d by two convicts, 
came across for us — tho standing order being that wlicu** 
over a native camo to either hiuik ho was to have imme- 
diate and freo transit. Once landed, we comnieiu eil the 
ascent of the northern bank, one of the most burpnsmg 
roads in the colony, cut os it is in most placch out of 
the soUil rock. The scenery iii this locality is some of 
the finest in New South Wales. In winding up tlie 
first range, tho lofty dark rocks on tlic riglit lower 
sullenly over the narrow road, wliich on the lc*ft looks 
down into a scries of yawning, pn*cipitous, hut well- 
woodi»^i valleys ; while hero and theiv might he caught 
among the trees a glimpdC of the Hawkespury, winding 
broadly and brightly down betwiK^n its mountaiuotts 
limits, resomblirtg more a clioiu of lakes than n river. 
It was truly ouo of tlie must delightful pictures of 
nature’s own painting 1 lusd ev^^r looked ou* 

My atU'iition was at length withdrawn from tiie fair 
soenery by the* conversathm of some convicts wdio 
were wogding up tlio htll hefon* us. ‘ Yes, he’ll bo 
soraggovr this morniug, and no mistake, for old ~ is 


to sit in the gibertyunyoli to-4ay/ * Halloo ! * ‘ Hotro 
tiiey are at it iiovv^.’ On looking foi^Waxd, anil something 
to the right, I noticed a few soldiers sUinding under arms 
near Die road, their faces upturned, as if gazing in- 
ten lly on Hume object above them* Thither the road led 
nu‘. Tlie giberguiiyeh, or rocky Imt, as it was then 
styled, is a luitaral oxcavatiiiii iu the rook, over wliich 
a sort of pulpit pnijccted ; steps Inid been cut in tli^ 
Slone leading u]) to it, and lieru sat the uiagislniic to 
try the dellntxucn't convicts of the immense ^aiig then 
employed on the road. Wo arrived just at tlie 
moment thu iintbrtunate wretch was about to expiate 
ills odbnecs ; for under such clrcuinstanccs liltlo^iino 
elapsed between the sentcnuC and its cxcculiou. A 
few pnees U'low wdiere sat the judge was a little spot 
eut out of the rock, on which was erc(‘ted the gallows, 
anil frimi wliu^h, in almost os little time as it requires 
to iiaiTHte it, tlio finale of the morning's work was evi- 
denced in a yellow and gray strlpiKl object wliicli dangled 
from the little triangle. The few eonvicts asi^enibled 
for the purjioso of witn(‘8sing this sad examine w'ere 
niarehed to tlieir resiiective duties under the military 
escort. TInving stopped for a moiiieiit to iuquii’c the 
cause of this execution -^repeated roblxudcs with vio- 
lence— I prncei‘ded on my journey, just hoping and 
V ishlngtliat if the gentry who were yestenlay iu pursuit 
of luy easli shoiilil cross the river, they might never 
the gibergiinyeli. 

As \v‘" c.iiitered oier the en^st of the fine range 
of Die WolLiinhiiri, tlie btMiily of Dio scenery m«is 
griMtly eiih.UK’tsl by tlie variety of brilliant flowers 
wliieli gemmed Die road ^irts, among whieh Die 
splendid iiiouiitaiu tulij), rilftg from its sword-leavcsl 
ImhI to a height of six or eight feet, displuyed its enor- 
mous <’ri‘st of dark pink bloSsoni ; even Dm pliilosopliie 
Buka eould nut helj) remarking that the miiiinui was 
‘niurry bmdgcTy.* Nor failed lie to criticise some of 
the e(|udly tail* though less pretending orchidtteea», 

I wliieli hung in many -coloured festoons from the iin- 
pi luliug roek'<. IMy chief reason for taking this route 
liomew .iriU as to inspect a iirojierty I had rwontly pur- 
chased near Mangrove Oeek, and I boiK‘d to reach it 
ait an early lung: m the afternoon, in this, ho\ve\er, 1 
inisi*aleulated. We liad arrived witliin seven or eight 
miles of It, when, happening uiifortunalely to liaU for 
a short time at the hut of shiugle-splitters to inquire 
Die nearest way, Muster Buka, whose olfactories were 
I of the most critical acuteness, delected the remauiR of 
I 1 (lasted kangaroo. Under pretence of lighting his pi^re, 
lie dismounted, and was not long in getting wliat he 
I termed a lielly-tiglitcuer. Of this I was not aw^arc 
until, calling uiiou him to mount, ho returned a sort of 
low growl not unlike lliat of a wild beast disturbed in 
his food. In short, ho had crammed himself to repletion, 
and, like every other Now Hollander iu a similar ease, 
move he would not wiDiout a siesta. NciDier throats 
nor cutr» availed : all I eould extort out of him was 
* Bale me go— halo me go;' or, in plain English, *11 not 
hlir.* 'rins bad oecurre<i so otleii Ixdbre to mo that 
1 kiu‘w lliero was no resource but an hour or tw'o of 
patient waiting; after which I tried tny foot on a Mmsi- 
live part of his liorsoii, and tlieroby i«x*vailcd on him 
to roiiw* up. The old shinglelr iiilbymed me that four 
ixd'sons hiul passed tliegunyeh in tho course of tlio day ; 
but tliero was nothing by which I couUl identiiy any 
of the hush ptxijile. As this detention had somewhat 
interfered witli my prior arrangements, I was unavoid- 1 
ably obliged to chofise a less direot and little-known , 
psth K'twoon Ten Milo Hollow and my destination, j 
instead of Die usual route, which was quite unBt for | 
twilight travelling. Master Bttka was of coprse, like 
other ravages, rather out of liumour^at being <tiBturlKHl 
so soon alter his meal, and scarcely a iiord was ex- 
changed until something seemed to rusii suddenly across 
him. His eye brightenwl up, and after listening for an 
instant, ho exclaimed: * What eoiueo that? That not 


blackfellowoomce— that some payol gotUeral white ;* and 
When assured by me that it was some squatter out in 
search of his distantly-strayed cuttle, his fkco assumed 
the stupid inanimate look of Ida eounlryxncu when 
just recovering fVom a feat of gluttony. 

A few minutes only elapsed, however, before I was 
sensible of iny mistake. A voice neithi'r loud nor 
rougji saluted mo from behind a largo springy bark- 
treoVith Mialc up, or yon are a dead m.ui!* In an 
instant I discovered it was Wcblx*r’s voice ;siuui Die 
sounds of others rapidly approaching eonvineed me 
there was only one liojm of oscaixj— to stand and flubt, 
and perhaps diinable wdth my pistols anyone of tliem that 
might advance. 1 cocked one of my pistols, and was 
ju\t on the point of levelling it at or about Die bitualion 
wlu^re Webber was in ambush, when Buka culled out : 

‘ Murry, make hast — Murry, mnkc hast ! * at the same 
time whipping his liorso, which darted off at full gallop 
clo'.e to the spot whore Webber stoiMi. My nag 
instinctively followed, and so rn])itlly, that 1 passed 
through the smoke of the band lired at Bukn, wliieh 
possibly saved me from Die dIbets of the boeond, sent 
wdiistlmg after me. 

I eould hear Douoglmo aiipiirently sweniiiig at In'* 
horbo, which might lia\e become ti'sD^e by the tiring. 
Btill 1 lialted not to assure mysi*If of the laet, but Jet ' 
my yaniqiian take his e(>ufs(\ us he jilaycd a game of I 
follow lily leader — almost as dangerous as the bubli- 
ranger’s lifle— through olo\c trunks, over fallen trees, 
and (low'll pnvipitous rocky pathwaj^s which would 
have mad(» a flalway steeplc-eliascr Iialt. AVe reached 
a j|)ohit at last wliere we wen* obliged to disrnounl and 
drive our horses down a si*rit‘8 of precijiitoiis rocks, 
which the poor cnsitures, as if awaiv that mibchief was 
behind us, went dow n, sliding am! jumping In a way 
nothing but a squatUT b stock-horse eould nix-omidish. 

It was now so dark as to render it unsafe to proceed 
at the pace we had lately been going ; and aa we w (‘re 
within two miles of Mimgrove Creek, I suggested to my 
attendant D«U w'c miglit safel> take more time, parti- 
cularly us we wore so close to the village, wdiere I 
eould hardly expect the villaiiib to follow u«. * Bale — 
bale, bingai ; I smell poito (Are), inill-niill that I* point- 
ing to a blaze in the bush alwut half a mile ahead. ‘ ll.i- 
Iiii ; that dingo Walinsley make that. Doiioghue has 
scut him before us to make poito; but Buka strike- 
alight (understiuids') all same ki-ko-i ('unlive cat), hate 
he catch us dis time.* As soon as the nature of tho 
ground would allow we again mounted, and as the path 
improted, made as much dispatch as Da* iiidiflbreiit, 
dusky light piTniitled, and iu a few minutes we wtie 
close to the lire, which blazed fuiiously on the right, 
our jiropcr path. Buka, liowrevor, led mo down by tlio 
edge of a morass, along which wc wei'O obliged to 
advance very cautiously, being a sort of ipiagmiie 
overrun with water-lilies, <*xeepting at a narrow 
stripe, in wliich our horses picked tlieir way with 
much trejiidation. 

We had scarcely entered on this, hefow* the smoke 
to windward came rolling down so densely that 1 felt 
my bn*athlng heeomiug quickened and choked. The 
comec of our us<taihmt8, how^Cver, at no great distance, 
roused me, and dismounting, X staggi*red on a few 
paces. I fanciiHl 1 could hoar a person swearing, 
wliich Buka afterwards told me he believed to have 
been Wulmsley ; but the dreadful suifocating sensation 
boon prevented luy lieing conscious of anything going 
on around me. My siigacio\ts conipanion was not long 
iu guessing my state : he threw lumbclf off his horse, 
gave it a switch with his stock-wlup, and drove it into 
tho bog, then grasping my hand, ho called out, ‘ Murry, 
make hast Murry, maku hast; bale you mind 
yaiiaman ; Iqt hun go devil, devil I * Lettuig fidl the 
bridle, I was drugged along what seemed to the to hjsve 
been miles, but was in reality only about a hundR'd 
^ards, expecting every instant to drop under the luiiu- 
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tifibcta of clioklng Atiil thirit. At length wo roaclio^l 

K^efahly cloar «paoo, and g6t past tlw fire, which I 
*!t6w Observed with satistketion was rai»idJy spiwllng 
towards whore we had dUtancod oar pursuAe, whom 
I was uncharitable Oaough to wish it might overtake. 

My poor horsot Witli the attachment mid instinct of 
some of Ills race, had ibllowwl closely b(diiud ns, and 
thus Ohablod me to rldo into Mangrove; and on tln^ fol- 
lowing morning Buka set out to recover the one he had 
been rldlhg the previous night, but iho poor creature 
was iibdnd dead in the bog, and with riiflficaUy even tho 
snddio was tocovei-ed. Another ynuauian w as procured 
for Idw, ami er^issing the Wairen-warren JMountnins, 
in two days reached my station on the Hunter Hiver, 
not ft little thankful to have escaped tho Bold Doiioglmc 
and his friends. 

About a week afleru.inl^ I n reived a hurried note 
from A neiglibmiriug nwgistriite requesting me to give 
all tko information I could ielati>o to the dress and 
apponrauce of these wretches, as a foul muider had 
jusi iKJcn committed hy Ihcin on a Mr Ck'nionts. It 
uj>peared in evidence that this Jiiniabie person Iunl set 
pul ftmi Sydney, taking with him a conMider.ihle sum 
of money ; he was going to (^iptani Bingle’s station, 
and im<l witli him two armo<l attondaiils —Hickey, ii 
discharged solilhT, and another styled Hilly the Welsh- 
man. The party was crossing the Hulga Hoad towards 
tho Ifuutor, littfe anticipating an attack, as Ihey wei*© 
so well pr<*pared to defend themselves. Three persons 
wen* observed coming towardo them with guns in their 
hands; but being dretised like squatters, and having 
kani^aroo dogs, Mr ('‘Icmciits sapposed they were 
merely Hparthincn. DonogUue walked up at the head 
of his party, and after iho usual aulutations of the 
country, asked Mr Clements to give him some tobacco. 
Tills he was preparing to do, when the bushranger said 
to him in a rough, quick way : * Owne, come, mister, 
what arc you immbugging about it so long?" Mr 
(Tements, perceiving at oucc into what company ho 
had ihlien, end(*av<mred to draw out one of hi** pistols ; 
nnfortunately they Were fastened through the trigg<*r- 
eover to Ids holt —a matter which had not ewajanl 
Donoghue’s attention, Jn this dilemma Ml Chnuciits 
called on his servants to fire; but the wohls were 
scarcely out of his inoutli lx fore Honoglme hilled him 
hy discharging both barrels of Ins gun. At tho same 
time, the other buMhmen pwsented their arms against 
the attendants, who quickly surrendered. Both of 
them acuxl with so much want of dc(*cnt couragi' that 
it led to the su])position that they were aceo^^sories ; 
but |x*rhap6 their pusillanimity was excusable if we 
remember the charaeters of tin* men they liad to deal 
witlu and if, as has liappcned. a whole co.ichful of 
krmed persons could be ‘baled up' by three or four 
bUithraiigers, two not very stout hearts might he par- 
doned for yielding withoiH a shot. 

After this outrage became known, a strong force wa** 
sent out in various directjoiis, and a n^wanl of L.lOO 
was ofTcrod for tho apprehension of Honoghue. For 
soveml weeks the mounted police were in pursuit, but 
hilt intimate knowU*dgo of the country cualilcd him to 
oluite their endeavours for some time. At length, 
separated from his cottipauions in criino, and wandering 
up and down thocoun^-the most miserable of Cains 
•—he bCoame less particular about his haunts* Infor- 
mation ifOa given of his being in the noighbourhood of 
tho bi^twcen Camplxiltown aud Borrinia, 

on tho southern rood, A patrol of mounted police 
came unmrpoetediy on but not boifbrc'^iio iiad first 
fired and sflghUy grounded one of thorn, who, taking a 
good aim at Pollute, killnd Mm on the sxxit 

WalnMlir ahd Webber escaped Ibr some little time, 
but fHik hunted down, and suffbred that 

ih £ had seerotlly wished far them in iiftssing 
l| vteisfhboarliOod was 

ri TMtthWtngesrs; but to tliis day, in 


the district of Hunter River, the name of the Bold 
DonoghUo is connected In tho squatter's mind with 
murder and terrorism. 

POBTRY OF THB BAY. 

<IIatU)LY a magazine is now published,' obscrveil 
Mooro to Scott, when talking ot‘ Iho poetry of the 
day, ‘but would once have made a reputation.'— 
‘Tsk»odl* |*aid Sir Walter, ‘we were very lucky lo 
have como before these fellows I ' H one were not 
disarmed by tlie gooil- humour of iho remark, it 
might be hinted tliat both tlic interlocutors have now 
MibiidtHl into tho rank of the minor poets of their own 
generation, nnd that therefore the compliment paid to 
the lesser lights of our day was not very extravagant. 
There may plenty of Sc’otta and Moores among ns, 
but assuredly we do not boast of many Wordsworths 
and Byrons, or ShoUeys nnd Keats ! But neverthclefes 
there is in these last days an abtonlshlug imder-curreut 
of poetry welling constantly on, and working its way 
towards the light. The struggle after excellenee, how- 
ever, though brave, is fitful. The difficulty of eoueen- 
trntiug the thoughts becomes groftb^r and greater ; for 
nithough the mIioIo world of mind is untir, its attention 
is sii.iteh(*d hither and thither by tlio events and e\igeii- 
eies of a lime in which all men are busy fiom inomhig 
till night in hearing or telling some new Ihiiig m ait, 
science, or history. If this is not tlio cause of an inttr- 
rt’gnuiii in poetry which tlireatons to n\al in dui.itioii 
tlie peace, v>e know not what U; for the age is es-.iu- 
tially iHK»tlcal, and even^ its everyday life an* seen 
the tinbodied forms of w® in earlier times wcie only i 
dreams .md pxophecics. I 

Wo have caught up at random two of the poeth of 
the day, aud shall set them to do their ^piiiting lor the 
delectation of our readers ; in some hope oJ bung .ilOi* 
to foixM* iVotn them the socrel, why they are not gu*at 
pmdfe, hut merely the product*rs of such vvoiks .is 
* Mould once liave made a r<»puiatioii.' It is possdth* 
th.it the titles of lUciC voluiucs ma> uill up om)> ,\ 
f.imt recollecfiou— if any at all— in the mmd ot soum 
re.uUr^, but tlmt is of no conscqucncoi It is n jxui- 
harity of the time tlmt even genius of a Ingh oi<U i i 
frequently stumbled upon in unknown foi 

unless the genius has conccmtratioii ami sustained 
power, it takes no dc( isivt? hold of the jMlled and j.ukd 
mind of the uge — and if this siiould he so in the jut st nt 
ease, we are all the more thankful to have the opj)v)i- 
tuiuty of drawing utlontion to real merit. 

Tlie first of theso books is ‘ Lclio,'* iu the prin- 
cipal ijU'CO of which wo sih* as clearly us is jioswhlt* 
(though that is not very (dearly) into tho idianuter of | 
the poet^B mind. Uis ide.i seems 1u be to give a kind i 
ot xwrbomflcatlou of Conacienci", or rather of the ojw*ra- 
tioiis uf conscience, such as would have tlu* same clfecl 
upon on intending criininal ‘as the animated eyeball, as 
it were, of the Phidiau Jupiter, fixed on him, and flash- 
ing with divine indignation.' He would ‘pvealoeal 
habitation and a name to our avenging thoughts, and 
which must be iu some sort suited to the nuturv* of tho 
crime.' Ills x>ictures ore no more creations of sentiment, 
but ‘ the embodiments of M evil conscience, put forward 
in pot*tieul garb and prominence,' nnd which ho supposes 
‘to bo forced upon the reflective part of man's nnturo 
white ho Is carrying on hU schemes of worldly pleasure 
and aggrandisement/ 

This great and difficult attempt commeuocs with a 
light conversation on love and wino-^-^lwo kinds of 
e^oyment which are poatiially entwined by one of 
tho speakers ; but in the next scone the poem really 
begins. Lnlio is wandering among the Apennlnos 
inmiorsed in twifigUt musings on ‘ the ways of Qod to 
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man/ in tho couree of which he cEiraeBily longs to 
behold in real form and presence that mystical |)Owor 
— if wo comprehend the author which operates by 
means of tho conscience : 

‘ Or see before me p^S in specular vision 
I The distant truths that form the essential sound 
Of which the 1«'0ild*s hard life Is but an echo/ 

His meditations appear to have a creative power 

^ — Ha! tho time fits these thoughts, and^these wild 
thoughts 

Have given formation to the dusky air $ 

Or, do 1 dream, or is the gloom around * 
Heap’d into shape, such fitful shape us suits 
Tinpolpable things I Again ’tis theie ! I see it 
Deepest amid the deepening shades, and growing 
In fearful life ; its features only seem 
Distinctly fashion’d, yet shew less the iiiipiess 
Of phybical natuie than the hot leflectiou 
Of a sUTi-liho soul; as if creativo powor, 

Willing to give to mind a viKible clothing, 
MatcriaUz<d a God’s intelligence !’ 

This phantom is an An got, hib * iKtdiod thought/ by 
wliuso ministration hO is forthwith convoyed to tlie 
\\orid of spirits. 

‘ What seest thou, Mio i 

LeUo. Nothing! 

A, Look again ; thino eyes 
Aic not jet cleansed IVom eaith. W’hat seest thou ? 

//. Nothing 

Disfiiictiy, but as ’twetc the flickeiings 
( )r uiiduiiitmg gloom. ^ 

A. Once more, what seost thou ? 
I . '1 hat winch might shake a statue 1 All Jkruuitd 
Dim sliApcs are looming into light, an fia<ihes 
01 a juile flame, instinet with inoibid hte, 

Ue\eal the infernal palace of the dead. 

Some ho iw it t lie sicknem of despair 
Had led iqv n thiir strength, and stoloTi its colour 
1 lorn the iiiiliopmg eye; tm gUticinng ihionc^, 
Rased h qdy by magnificence of enmo, 

Aie seated kingly and jit diooping forms, 

Ihc buiiiiiig austociacy of bell ! ’ 

u\\\ this IS explained by a jiorsonage called Eidolon; a 
void wbuli UK ins luuigo generally, and vim h t!ie \MKt 
applies to Bignify ambition — pleasure— avarice ; any of 
those ti eat herons enpboarers of the heart which drug 
llu bow I with poison. Kidoluu is all in turn, and exlii- 
hiK the extieims of enjoyment and leinorse, ghing 
inattei for (li(hulic eonverbiUion lietwoeii the seer and 
ihe angel. Diiwitihfied, l|we\er, with tliis view of the 
lint tiled passions, Ltmo desires to »ee U*youd tliem- to 
see pov IT it belt in tho work of creation. This, too, is 
accorded. * 

* Angei, Away then'— in thy breast 
1 breathe the spiiit that will heat thoe up 
Ihitaintingly aoove the lealms of matter. 

Away, on rusWig wings that leave behind 
The sunbeam in its flight, and to the legions 
Hnvisited by Heaven’s eziremest star! 

What seest thou, Lello I 

Lelio. Let me look agaiii} 

For my sense swims upon a boundless ocean, 
StniggUiig against its own megnifioeuCe. 

I see the naanings of bright pmfits that pierce 
The solid night, whence floats a spinning sound 
Of a low melody— while rouhd flde ripples 
Impalpable ether, whose oonfliotlng waves 
Bmaking in flame, the eraneiM»nt bloom 
Of blackest dm^k|less, shew nought near but thee 
tilfaanding beside me in untenatiM spaco ! 

I^hold, immeasuraUe shadow emeping 
0*er the clear toid» atid^oin a form that might bo 
The form of man, eould%e weak eye take In 
Its limitless outlinb* stretches :^th a handL 
Within whoso hoUow rests a n 0 W**hom world ^ 


The other arm extends a mantle o’er 
Its nSbked limbs, and showers all forms of matter 
, And fire of mind upon its mighty surfiEUteji 
HeaVtug the pulse of a stupendous life 1 
A Uttle while those awful fingors poise 
Tho trembling globe, then hurl it flashing fVom them; 
Away, it rushes through the lash’d air, waking 
Time into life, and night to light— away— 

^Lifting its voice of giant joy, and shouting 
To the unbounded univcise, to welcome % 

A radiant brother of God’s ancient stars !’ 

The next vision iq Iho typical history of the new- 
horn plnuot — which may be supposed to be our own — 
and wl/udi, passing through the reign of war hikI vice, 
aiVivos at length in tlio course of ai^'S at tho pt^rfeclioa 
of virtue and ii.ip]miebs— and thou vanishes in space. 
On this consunmiation tho Angel declares — 

* Thus will it bo, but on ihe highest point 
Man is not placed at once, nor natuie bids 
The gradual seed spiing instant to a tico. 

Vp the slow path he toils enduiingly — 

Such is i leaven’s law — and gathuis strength by 
climbing. 

And think nut that the buried past hath hid 
Its treasuies with it — that the single suiil 
Woik’d singly, and then died — it cannot die 
III itb laigc life ! The spirits of all iiino 
Aic but the suelling vaves of one vast ocean. 

Tho meanest mind that thinks, but forms a putt 
Of an eternal whole, tho faintest flash 
Flows in to aggiegate the living sun 
f f{ glory, loss than God’s !’ 

It will be seen from these quotations tbiit there is 
much lofty and genuine pm'try in tho volume ; but tho 
clue to tho philosophy is lost oer ami anon, till, before 
tho close of the piece, it is entiixly lorgotteu. Wo 
rceeixe tlie idea that Mr Seott w liilo writing had i ilbor , 
no di'*tim t <‘OiiceX)tion at ail of his ovii subject , or that, i 
owing to the want ot a power of eoiieciitiMtioii, it | 
vaniblied e#iy now and then from his mind. Tho 
mixing up with so ihic and lofty a str.ua a commou- 
pldce htoiy of human passion is of itself a sjinptoiu 
of weaknesb ; hut indepchdontly of this, our author 
makes tlio vulgar mistake -to which he ougiit to bo 
BUi>eriqr — of confounding lovesonioness with bwiuty, 
t)n this subj(‘ct, however, we havi^ perhaps already said 
more than luougb,* and shall now theretore only give 
it as our opinion tli.it if Mr Scott had In'cn able to 
separate the two nhas, ho wouUl have tivoidod what 
mutt strike every render of .ludgiiieut as an incon- 
gruity, and have so f.ir supplied llio wanting >|flcariies3 
in Ids debign. His debcnptions of beauty, notwith- 
standing — of width wo add one a^i a siiccunen - are 
certainly among the fincbt things in a vohmio of pwtiy 
whieh we look upon as one of the most remarkable 
of tho time, both in power and jiromise. 

* Ltliu. (jh ! let me not 
Taint ere 1 fill my gave ! Hefure me B])viugs 
Expaiidiiig visibly the frosh growth oi beauty, 

All exhalation of divinity ‘ ] 

(’lings to her like an atmosphere, each limb I 

Seems moulded by tho Deity anew, i 

'VVliilo the blue veins swell proudly, as if ctyiiig j 
It were a damning shame on him who tiied 
To soil that glorious temple ! ’Tis a shrine 
Where saints might worship ! 

AtigeL She was form’d from dnsfc, 
£rhb.'4>ust ! ay, a most brilliant dust, of which 
Each atom was a star ! 1 may speak niadly, 

But to ba madden’d hy a cause like this 
O’^rVfeighs a world of reason. I date tell thee, 

All angel as thou art, thou hast not seen 
In Heaven’s own courts a thing more beafltllkl 

■ 

* 0W ’Mswtheoiy ofBeautyi inK<xM 
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, Than tliat I g&ze pn $ mui<} and matter there 
Ate BO coiisunnaately faeed by Uie great At list 
i Into a stiange and most divine ooininunioii 1 
IJfe m*re too abort to look. 1 do, I do e 
Look on, the jiia^ter-eftbrt of a Ood, i 

The point at which Omnipotence amvM, 

And stopp’d When it made Woman 1 She is gono. 
Moving along in stately beauty, liko 
The rbariot of a king— And yet not gone * * 

Sn^e seems made upof miiiois, multiply mg 
Kti^agic piesCQce, as if unless spiiits 
Cioth’d their nnruoiial essence in the form^ 

She wore, as next to Jleaven^s ; whose musical lips 
Draw the rich air she biouih’d, and then exhale it 
In one enchanting measuie -listen !-^libten V 

^ Wc now turn to another poet wliose genius presents 
eomo curious contrails with tlmi of the author of 
•Lelio.* Calder (’.unjdiell, ^^o believe, has never even 
ttttempied a long flight, but has ooininiied for nmny 
years bhoweruig around him, with a jirodigal liand, all 
sorts of lyrics that aiidress themselves to the lentiinentK 
and aiiections. There is no name better known tliaii 
Ids in pcriodicuil literature ; aiul not a few of his pieces 
will bear cumparhon with the best of the kind that 
have been produced in Ids own generation. IJut his 
range is Uuuted. He is satisfied with the external 
world wlueU presents it.self to ids senses, and busies 
bhnself witli the ImimmilieH of life. His iiiuh(‘ flies 
neither hlgli nor far, but her wings are always hiden 
with the perfume of the earth. 

Wo sbull seleet our sjieeimens from the principal 
IKjem in the volume before U"* — of which, howoer, it 
tills only seven or eight pages.* 

* The joyous young T/OiJt ! 

I She boundeth, m her cliihlhke liappluess. 

Where her tame linnets bieed 
Among the ^Ideti broom, w htch she no less 
Loveth for its bright radiance and sweet smell, 

Thau for its guarding her young linnets well.’ 

This Loide is twelve years of age, and ig loved and 
watched over by cveryboily around her. 

* Pass’d is the merry brook, 

Spann *d by her fret, as fairy-feet might do. 

At one light bound I A look 
Upon the blue foigot-iiie-nots she thiew 
I As on she hied — ^low*<siiiging n sweet song 
I To which the skylaik answered loud and long. 

: Pass'd is the Iiaxel ropse-- 

! Pass’d the gray village church, whose graves call up 
No idle feats : she stops v 

I To f|luok a weed) and place a buttci cup 
I From and Uj>on a new-mnde giave— then o’er 
The meadow glides— net singing ob bejorc.* 

Wo havf* ituUcised these words, but without that 
tliey have struck tin# reader by their eloquence. 
On goes the child— 

^ pass’d is old nurse’s oot— 

Pass’d is the fairy lady’s crystal well; 

And so she nears the spot 
Where breed ber linnets dear. The fragrant smell 
Of furzes, all agloWf spreads up round her 
An ineeuse, which sets all the bees astir.’ 

The young birds are flown I They are flashing through 
« bl^e huuven% and with tludr glec^ful songs laugh at 
hiv tears tmd her despair t This is the first trial of 
IdMe. 


\m head gidl’flowtfrd at her One summer morning 


sad other 

1} WiUtameiMaNSrl itSh 


nshfne au<! hmow ; The Phan* 
I Poema liy Colder luhipbfl4h 


—but let her speak her rMlf^ herself, for it comes 
upon the car with an Klizabothau freslmebs 

‘ Waken^ my father, wake I— 

Waken, sucut motliei ! Hc-a>bcds too long I 
Come forth for my dear sake. 

And hear the early laik’s lejoicing song: 

Waken J— 1 *ve flowers for }e-- your favouiite onei. 
They’ve had no kisses >et,but mine and thosun’b !” 

And ip tlie bloss’ming sboaf 
She flingeth at the lattice. No icply 
That gift of bud and leaf 
f Welcomes -but out* hnv, pained, walling sigh 
(That wept out o’ the window, like a sound 
Of boraething a end and wild) made her heait quail 
and bound !* 

Her parents ore dead I Tliis is the second triiil of 
J^ide. 

Hut Loidc is kr]>t up l»y another love. Tlial, too, Is 
lost in turn ; and there lies uj>on a white still breast on 
tlio battlefield a lock of her auburn hair I 

' She did not wed, she no’ci could lovu again : 

A wnlom ’b luvly u ecd 

Upon her heait she woie ; but o’er hci pain 
She phued no bliuon — calling folk to bce 
Ilow she lamented her vngindy 1 

By oiicB, by twos, by tliiccs, 

SoiiowB stoal on ub ; tiiala to be borne 
N(»t XU mad ecstiiKiob - 

Not m haid upalhy - not in proud f>c< in - 
But with oui human teats in human evrs, 

^nd brc.iking hcaits, and all but hopeless mi;1i ’ 

Her caOy childhood’s bitds, 

Uei tiHicnti, and )nu laiihful lo\ei, these 
Were lost in tuin ! Sod wonis 
Ale ** paitmg,” “ death,” “ the grau‘ but 1 aith 
foreseos 

I Such things as mectlngi, wheic no Death hath i > mi 
lo dig a giave, ’mid t teinal hJooin. 

And thus did oui Boido 

liive on, nor sink honcftth lu r 7 ki \ i s, o .Jl * l 
By Faith and Hope^ whose creed 

Qucncheth the fever of the heait, nhen quail d 
We die, to Inc and nioet ! onl>, upon 
The road of Life, farewells, like thumb, an bticwn ' ’ 

THINGS TALKED OJb’ IN LONDON. 

Amu^t 1851. 

By the time these lines apm|||r in piint tin inajorily 
i of your readers will luivc been the IXlnbition, and 
returned to their homes with a rcminiBeonce of wliicli 
they will beconm prouder the longer they li\o ; and imt 
a few will now bo able to comprehend the forte of the 
Spanish sayiug— ‘ See Seville, tmd dm.' What a subject 
wherewith to delight and iiibtruct the niuids of futiiie 
gnmdehihircn ! As day after day passi s over, pouring 
Sts sixty or seventy tbousnnd visitors into the I'alai o 
of Glasi, so do the perceptions and oxt>ei itmeos of tlie 
executive otlicers become clearer and wider. Dillu- 
ences in taste, skill, and handicraft, before unobserved, 
bccomo appreciable in the articles exhibiUnl ; compari- 
sons can be more fldrly instituted; and, as a eonse- 
quonce, we must hope that the judicial awards will U* 
the more conscientiously pronounced. There will of 
course be complaints, but if justice be done even tho 
dissatisfied may be conciliated. 

t^uch is the sum of one division of our metropolitan 
talk ; another topic, and a notable one, is whether the 
building shall, in accordance with the terms of the 
cottUraoi, be pulled down after the close of tho Kxhi- 
bi^n. As yet the ‘ nocs ’^vo it until next May ; but 
Utdes* parliament, or sonm other equally cfflcaoious 
pqwer, IMce tlm temporary prosemtion permanent, 


...A 
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^vo bliJill lose the means anti o^)portunity of establish* 
a M inter gartlen — a peronmul reereation-groimd — 
•*f*ar<»ely loss aftrac-ti^o than the Exhibition itself, and n 
closidenitum much Jiopcd for by all who love to see 
nature yieldiiii'’ to art for man's behoof, and more espe- 
ei.dly by tho^o of delitMto luniys condemned lo wear 
iehi)irators. After tho iiitimaiioit which lias l)cen given, 
that if tin* nation w'ills it Iho building shall stand, it w ill 
h(' the nation’s fault if tlic huildlzig fall%. l^ieutonniit< 

< ’olonel Idoyd proiHJses to purchase the ratv materials, 
models, &c. now exhibited, to create ‘a vast^and most 
useful colleetiou of tho pvtulucU and works illustrating 
the arts and nmiinfaetures of the world, wliieh might 
form the inudcus of a still more extensive museum of 
ptaetical knowledge and mnnufacUiies tiio want of 
wJiieh Ims long been felt in this e<miifr>.’ 

Tlie past few weeks have to a eonsiderable extent 
realised tho expectations that were fbrined ns to tlie 
influx of \ibitors- Our erowd<*d streets liuve been more I 
crowded than ever ; and not withstanding tho eomphiints 
made in many (piarterh tiiat busincbs is stagnant, there 
an‘ many rt‘taH-shopk(*oppr& wdio consider this ns their 
lucky year, and find their eaali-boxes grow plethoric. 
It is easy to understand that of th<‘ thousands who 
come to London, a 1 irgc ))erecntiige w ill naturally 
carry away with them a keepsake, or some sort of 
tangible cnideiice of 1 heir visit, and tlms the pheno- 
menon is accounted for. Apro]ios of this influx, if 
forms not the least ml cresting of metropolitan sights 
at present, as may he readily proved by w. itching the 
coming in of trains at any one of our railway stations, 
thi* arriv.d of from fifteen hundred to two thousand 
passcng<«rs l»y one train, producing a scene of bustle ami 
1 k*u ildei incut anything but agreeuhle to tii^d travelU rs, 
iiowmcr striking it may Ik' to studious spectators. It 
is not loss an i‘vi lenee of locomol ive faeilities than ot 
the atlraetions of the Exhibition. 

OI other m.itters, 1 may tell you that tlie poel- 
liiuixate has betaken himself for awhile to Italj ; that 
Mrs Ihowninj Jiaseonie oAer lo see tho Exhibition; and 
that lur noble poi m ‘ < ’as i (riiidi Windows ’ has Inxm 
I translated into It.ili in b> Ma/zim for the editieiition of 
‘ Ills eountiMiun. Lamartine is busy with a ‘History 
ot the llcsioT It ion of Monareliy in Eranee,' infemUsI as 
a su}u<I lo In^ ( (iroudi'.ls; Mr (lladstone’s ‘ History of 
the Jloinm St ite,’ ti an slated from tho Ilalhm, is an 
sieeeplabli’ adilition to our knowledge of that apparent l> 
i vliaiisib ss sulijeet ; tlicii we have u ‘Histoiy of Adult 
rifiinMtion,’ hv the beeretary of the IMaiiehestcr Athc- 
ni'urn; and i)i* la Hive of Gem*va is lo give u 
‘Tjealise on Eleetneity,' with sueli lustorieal deltiils 
and elnehbitions as will ad<l largid^ to hsvnlnc; and 
I Lu'liig i** increasing \nowk*dge ahd his ow'ii n^pututioii 
h> a new (‘dition of hi« ‘ Kainiliar Lettvws.* Thus >oii 
w ill see that all Imsincss is not at a standstill, Beatdes 
those, there is a work puhliahed at Lyons on the SMeta- 
pliysics of Art,* in which the author takoa a logical view, 
ami sii) s ; * 'I’ljc best endeavour in the iuteiX'St of art 
is not to study it in itself ami nhstraetedly, but to 
ajipreeiate it in a single point of view, in its general 
n lation to nature, and the actions oiid destiny of man,* 
And next, a poem in six cantos by a noble viscount on a 
singular sufyect—* Abd-el-Kiulcr;* mid IMr Babbage’s 
‘ Exposition of IH*)!,* a hook much talked nhoul. It 
discusses, among other questiohs connected with the 
Exhibition, the vexed one bf prices; and in not aflixing 
these to fho goods displayed the author contends that 
tho commissioners made a grievous mistake. Unfor- 
tuwately the utility of his work is neutralised by the 
personal matters which ho has mixed up with it, A 
priao essnj^ too, on tha Exhibition has mode its appear- 
anoe: and tho imthor of ‘ Ten Thousand n Year ' has 
found in the Crj^stal Balace matcHtil for a xomauco, of 
w hoao merits reiwlars will shortly have *m opportunity 
ot Judging, These are hut a among the works 
waiting for purchasuTs, Gould you $co the number 


and variety of ‘Ouidcs,’ ‘Handbooks/ ^Wliafc to Soo, 
and How ji) See,' A-c. &e. &c., you would hardly wonder 
at the advance in tho price of pai»er. Truly Ih^ro is 
no end to4bc making of many books. 

Sighs of what is called ‘i>rogrest>’ arc apparent in 
the formation of a committee witli a view ‘to establish 
a uniform rate of postage throughout the wurhl,* com- 
prising natives ns w'cll as foreigners; the latter to i 
undertake the task of bringing the sulycel U'fore their 
rcspet'tivc govomnients, and of inducing them, if pos- 
sible, lo assent to the proposed arrangcnK’uT. Tho ! 
proposal to make penny receipt stamiis universal is' 
still talked about, with more or less of favour, as well 
as the ncwdy-announced ‘ IMan for Roghtration-Oflices 
for No(‘dIcwomeii ;* ‘ the intoiition of which,’ according 
to* the prospectus, ‘is to improve their (tho needle- 
women’s) condiijon, and prevent their pauperiMii 
by securing to them the profits of tlieir own work. 
Tlie plan promises thi* eoiisumer a superior article 
for his money ; anfl to enable nicii, without any 
previous knowledge of the trade, to procure their gar- 
ments as easily, and w'itU as much economy, as expe- 
rienced females can do. It also piopo^es to aiford every 
facility to families in finding suituhlc needlewomen, 
either to work by tb<* d-iy or liy the piece, and securing 
them agaiiiAt loss l»y (iain.nrixl w’ork or non -tilting 
garments.’ The promoters of this measure -who, by 
the wav,‘ might luh antageously bestow a little pains 
on the i»ynt:ix of their nninifcsto— consider that if set 
agoing hi' subscriptions iluring tin* first year, it would 
afu i wards pto\e 5.clf-siii)porhng. If they can aetoni- 
pli&li what they piopose, many a 

‘sciripstioss lean, nml weary, and wan, 

With only the ghosts ol ganaeuts on/ 

wdll thank them for their lienevolent endeavours 

We an* soon to hear wliat took idaeo during the 
eclipse along the line of its totality, trom some of the 
ohscr\erswho went ahroiul for tlie purpose of watching 
the phenomenon. And apropos of astrononi) ; gmorn- 
nient ha,s been asked to establish a large reflcxdor in 
eoine part ot our Australian colonies, ns theatmosjihere 
there is much more favourahh^for observation than our 
own. The askers will Inne to w'ait a little longer. A 
rimilar request for a reflector on the Meilgherry Hills 
has h(*en made to tho East India Company by Mr Jacob, 
the astronomer at Madras— and relused: that gentle- 
man, therefore, has set to work uiion a tweiity-fei‘t 
leflec'tor, which, should lie meet with no assistance, lie 
will finish at Ins own cost. 

The programme or prize-list issued by the Dutch 
Society of Si’u*m‘e.s at Haarlem has exi’iteil ‘•ome atten- 
tion: tliey have award(‘d a gold medal to Dr (’ramcr of 
(ironiiigen tor his ablo paper on the question- ‘What 
certain knowledge haa been gained by the reseandics of 
naturalists on cryptogamous plants, which iiifivi the 
org.uiH of living aninmls, and especially of iimri ? fn 
what relation is their doelopmeiit with tliat of un- 
healthy pioiluets, and will their natural history, when 
well undei.stopd, lead lo a rational medication ?’ Among 
tlie questions proposed, to be answered beforo I ia 
one— On the presence of areenie in mineral apringH : On 
the chemical combinations of metals : Whether negative 
Artesian widls might not serve for tho drainage of lakes 
and inarhlios if sunk in an absorbent soil : On the change 
of <*olour ill birds acconling to tho change of sc'ason : 
Which is the actual organ in the eye that accouinxHlHtes^ 
vision to distances : As cinchona forests disippear so 
rapidly in conscqueiuxs of the gatluring of bark that 
there is c^use to ffear a failure of the supply, is there 
any reason to hope, from what is knowm of the nattttittl 
history of this tree, that its culture might bo $UCCqiai4 
fully undertaken in the Dutch colonies ? Whotbor Um; 
sails of windmills, which have scarcely ttnderffl&ne a 
cliange during the last two eentuiics, are stl^ptlblq of 
improvotikcnt ; Wliethcr electricity has ajqy s|sfito in the 





tatoomt Ott of leil^otHc dptidA otHwmfl < * One atraosphcrio phenomenon attraotM our 

on teie^aph iiHr&By and tl«e txteftiMi o| provcAtion: On attienl^ont and tasked our ingenuity for a satisfactory 
jrtiyi4oalpmpertic» of Vieras toudUng us colour, explanatiian. Jf the extomal air has a tempcrniuro 
pk^pa^Uon of sound through Its sponges above 00 degreos Fahrenheit, tho observer, on npiiroacli- 

animal or vegetable ?-4w)W are they produced and multi- ing the mouth of the cave, is met by a iilast of cool air 
piltedf On the nature pf clouds and fogs, nnrf what is hlowtng outward flrom tho mouth; and if tho external 
tho ibreu ivhich holds their component globules sepa^ temporaturo is higli-^say 00 degi^s Fahrenheit— tlio 
rate ^ And last» the Society call for ihrther informa- blast amounts to a gale. ... In hot weather this contrast 
m>fi oonoemlng tho dodo ; and suggest that, besid<% the of temperatuiw and its accompanying blast of air are at 
fragmeiita now existing of this extinct bird, others may first quite overpowering, and you feel os if immersed in 
yet he met with if sought for with intelligence. These a cold bafn.* 

are only a sample selected from a voluminous list * If the air without has a temperature of 59- dO degrees, 

embtodng a wide range of scientific subjects, the hare no current Is ohservewh and the flame of a lamp held in 
enumeration of wliich would servo to show that tho a fafourahle position indicates none.* Mr Silliman 
Society ib not disposed to be inactive or incurious on asc*iT*tained that there were not two currents flowing in 
points which have for some time baffled pliilosopUfral lo verse directions, as at the entrance of a room ; and 
JnvMUgation. The pn/o medals are valued at 150 from observations made by tho guide during a conslder- 
florins, and in certain cfibcs the same auioiuit is granted able period, lie was satibfied ‘ that only one curront 
in money ndditioually. Competitors may choose their existed, and that tliis flowed Vw/ when tho oxtomal nir 
hinguage, and write, as best suits them, in Dutch, was alnivo CO degrees, and inuaid when this was Ix'low 
Fis'neli, Lngh'^h, iiAtin, Italian, or German. With CO degrci*s. Going in one day at noon, we found the 
BiU'li a seoiH) we Bhiul surely get Bomething worth the outward blast very Strong; we piolongod our staj 
roarhng. , . , ^ Pfl'^t midnight; meanwhilo a btorm of rain, 

Have you lieard that Bontigny’s theory of the aceoinpanicd by lightning, hod come up, and at three 
spheroidal ootvlit ion of water has been in part (uio]ted a,B!., wlioii wc again emerged, tho tempt^raturc out- 
os an explanation of tho eause of volcanic o<'tjon? It is side Jiad fallen to 50 dogrt'es, and the Inward gale blow 


a point on vihiih both clu'mists and gixilocisfs maj 
exorcise their wits. TJie laltor may also <'olrlt.ito on 


bO stnmgly as to extinguish our lights several hun- 
dred yards from tho mimlh* In fact the niglo told ii ffijn 


exorcise their wits. TJie laltor may also <'oVit.itc on dred yards from tho mouth. In fact thi 
Itm statement put forth by M. Milsou, m a woik on the when more tlian two miles in the cave, 
ethnology of BwchIcti, that at FieUIxn'ka, iii bs dognes hud tak(*n pla(*o in the miter air. and J 


fl6 ndniites nortJi latitude, tlioie is a rock whir h was probably find a storm raging withouU TUs awaiitlomed 
two fwt ijolow the surface of the wat(*r hi bovoii souses detected the gentle curront<‘llhward wInVb wedirj 
to eight inches awivo in ICGa ; two feet above iii 1712, not notiee at so groat n distam^o; ami he iwiived, as 
and four met above in 1844- making a rise of six feet he afterw arils told iis, a change of levcd in the suliter- 
m three hundrad yeors.^ Besides this, which is, as you raiitan rivers smeo 6ur crossing tliom in the nioiniiig, 
know, a dc'batablo subject, M. Kd. CoUoinh sajs, on tho ram, which had fallen copiously, lux mg already 
another question open to discussion, that the ap- atrecled them.* 

^pearanc*© of ancient glac-icrs tcx>k plac-e at a period leas The explanation offered for this phcmoinciion ia, that 
rcMuote than IS conutioiily supposiHl. ^ Jlcconsidc'rsthat as the givllcries and avcnnc's of the cave extend for 
glaciers and floating lee did not exist on our globe at ninny miles in difflwil directions thioimh the bohd 
the pal^oaoie, Jurassic, or cretaccwis jK'riods, ns no limestone, there is idwaj^ a vast c^olleehon ol air, hax mo 
traces of the iwtioii of solid water have been met with no other mi Hot than the one chief cniiann 11a pio" 
in tho strata ot these periods. This aetma conimenccsl digious extent ofthe hrimohmg g illc i u s ni lu mfei ud 


at tlie elobc of the U^rtiary period, ami very probably from the fac*t, that the blast at tiiius coiitmiKs m one 
but a short tunc before the appearance of imui.* Biuli direction, either outwards or mwnrds, lor vc r li wu*ks 


glaciers m itro at present in existence he* reganls as togetlicT, and oecasioiuilly mnntlib 
relRS ol a great pbcnoinc non, w hose greutc^st intensity < )f living things w itliin the c'ax e 


‘cuts Ol a great phenome non, whose greutc^st intcMisity Of living things within the c'axe, the exnloicrs found 
c^rrespouds to the period of the disxiersion and estah- *a sort of cricket with enoimously loan anlonme •* 
Ushment of man on the carth.^ ^several 8pc*eii*s of colcoi>tera. mostly burrow mg in tl/e 

Give me leave here* to interpolate* a few mlsecllaneous nitre earth ;* certain water inhec'ts, and some. vaneticN 


Items, as then* i. more neology to follow. An impoUanl of fl.li— tUe kttor nil Uiu<l, notwithst.m.imu i licv have 
ono IS, that tliw are now 28,000 iiiiks o( i-lw'tn. l.-l - oyw. Bats hanft to tlio roof bj millions- .in<l iH-sidc-s 
paph in tho Umtod States i the Danish government these the only mammal is a lat, eovei«*d willi lui bluish 
luive nuthonscHi .the eoustmction of a subuiurfne tele- In colour, with a wliiti bieas-t, ainl ‘luissessed of daik 
graph to connect Copenhagc*u with some of the pro- black e>es of the si /e of a ial)bit*s eve, and cntiich 
Vinces ; two Itngllshmen have obtained a charter for without iris; the feelers also arc* urieommoiily Ifing. 
the work. An act has just received the royal assent VVe have SHtisflecI ourselves that he is entinly blind 
which prov des for the improvement ot common when first caught, although his eyes are h> Jafge and 

houses, l^iese estahlishmeiits arc to be* registere^l, to lustrous* By kiH'piiig them, however, in captivity and 
be visil^ed whenevor the inspec'^r may think fit, and difiTuse light, they gradually appeared to attain some 
deanBed shoulu h© bo decide ; and the proprietors are to power of vision.* 

rIto notiTO in tile pro^T quarter wlemwor fever or Mr^IUnwni*ofonSniontli8tthoPwavntion,orratlj«r 
cwnteRioB* dweiwo to««k8 out nroiniR tUi* iuniat™. A denudation of t]io Mainraoth (W h due to tho action 
uo^eudable enactment thin, TVom the imbli.hed of running water, wliloji hy nonrie convulaion waa snd- 
returor, it api^ar* that 20,818 perwina were comraitteil dcnly draineti oITto a iowur level. Ilia vlewa will help 

^ <»peeulatitw; and until confirmation 

tTMWported, 1 r,«02 impniotiud, and 49 oome% we must ailRiit that hia statements possoM con- 
OXCNCmtiMiriaaVillff BOmo iliousatlds Still imaef'Olintful fill*, fttfinramn infnaiwtaf' wiAmf4vitilAit.lew 


:|5gtttWf^ieavipg spme tliousands still imaceountod for. sulerablc interest, particularly as regards ‘ an entir«*lv 
?(3lW has k-oa som talk about an acconnt of a new ftutura.’ ^uic traversing the Kallorios, he says, 


jw wr manmu s sons, iiwt reuwkahlo locality, sound {nvceeds, we find usually a deep pit often sur- 

£hwe is sufil^sMt toterest the ^tails tc warrant iny mounted by a doino. 'riiese nits ate of various depths, 
jntToduolng t^ hy way «f hwlusfon. hut mostly not Ism titan one hundred feet, and cut 

with walls of limestone so entirely vortical, that 
itwMy2fift<ethslowtiica4jobt'n{ileTe^ MtfUUmaa in tttsny cases we were able to measure them ftom tlio 
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edge vriili a line aad plummet.' These pii» or dom$ 
arc in some *jnstancos 200 or 300 feet deop or high. 
At one point of Gorin's Dome, the most remarkable, 
* the outer iliiimclcr of the circle bounding it comes so 
elose to one of the iuljaccnt galleries, that the thin siiell 
of inl(‘rpo«Klrock has been rerngj^ed fbr a spaee two 
li'ot square, through which, as tmbugh a window, the 
ohscM’ver juaj put his head, and obtain on imperfect 
glimpsie of the interior. You perceive that the loop- 
liolc tlirougli A^liieh you look is midway between the 
CL 1 ling and tlie first gallery below ; and by a powerful 
illumination a tolerable view is obtained of tliis mono- 
hthi(* structure, built without hands. I was preg^ided 
with tho means of producing tho]Drummond light; and 
with the guide, riiy assistant, and Mr Mantoll, wo suc- 
ceeded in making tho iwrilous ilescont, where only by 
groping in tho dark over profound chasms could we 
Sud a footliold to 41 point some liuudred feet below thi» 
opening above described. Here we ere(‘ted the Drum- 
mond light, and by its aid obtained the first view of the 
lofty ceiling. I'ho dome is of an irrcguhir outline, in 
llie main ovouhd ; and tWim the eeiliug hangs a great 
(•urtaiii of sculptured and vertically- grooved rock, 
uiisuiq)orted below, with the graceful oullino luid 
n]>parent lightness of actual drapery. A srnaU stream 
of water fulls IVom tho lop, which is broken into spray 
long before it rcach<*s the bottom, and keeps the whole 
interior wet with its splashing. No gallery luis been 
' found which loads to the bottom of this most lionutiful 
I dome. We found other similar dome's in vlnch the 
I pendent ciirUiu just described liad fallen, and jxntions 
j of it but little removed from their origuud position 
K'omcd pois(*d to a second fall.* 

Mr iSilliman hints further at ‘mysterious rivers, with 
their man} -tongued (H'hoes; llic mounds of mud and dnfl 
V liK h they aiinnully heap up ; the long miles of avenues 
wliieh stret(‘h away U'yond them, rugged or smooth; 
and of the \anltcd eeilmgs, crystal grottos, and gypsum 
(.oionct-, >Nhiclr tempt tiie mineralogist to untiring 
(.\plor,ition.’ 


I Tlin INNF.P TKAOEDY. 

' Amono tlie tnndy papers heloiiging to the Duke of 
Jioxhuigli, tluTe IS a manuscript history of tho ilouse 

' ol Innt^ of Ini»*s, from vhioh liis (Ivaeo is dcsecndeil. 
It V.IS jninh'd ni IHiid, hut its circulation is limited to 
1 lie small ebs^. >\lio wi-upy Ihemsehos in genealogical 
inquiiK Among other inaltcrs of family historv, tlie 
\olunie eonlams tho following scries ot im'idents, all 
(’Oimcvted with eaeh otluT in a maimer to justity the 
title liave gnt'u to the narrative, ^^''e may observe, 
that we line s<‘cn these oents iiarrab'd aln*ady by an 
Kn<'h-h genealogist, but without that rcfereiiw' to the 
N-otteli habits and inauners, or that adherenec to the 
lone ot the original which are, wa think, uccessary to 
ihlly eonipu bending their tenor anu eharaeUT. 

'J'o uiiderst.uid the motiv('a of the actors in this 
tra'jaly, it must bo kept hi view that the family of 
] lines Innl iK>ss('8sions b^h in the Highlands ond the 
bow lands. The former carried with them tho impor- 
taut right of ehielahip, held by the head of the fmuUy. 
The eatatOB of Lowland proprictora at tliat time —the 
sixtmith century — followed tho rc^gnlar line of ht*re- 
ditary Buceession ; but it wa» othorwnso with the 
Jlighlaml ehieiif. They wore a kind of patriiuThs 
chosen by the clan, and it did not always follow that 
the next heir in ,the hereditary aonse was aelecti*d. It 
often happened when tlie «0u of tho doccasetl cliiof was 
n youth that hi« brother 'aucccedcd him. Tlie law, 
it is trms was against miy such practice ; but tho civil 
courts were not strong enough in tho Highlands to 
suppress it* The matter was more complicated, how- 
ever, when, as in the case of the Inn# family, the same 
man became both 'Highland chief and iXwtod lainl. 
The next heir in tho feudal sense was tho indubitable 


posseslor of the Lowland estates ; and this gave him 
so much lufluene® in the Highlands, that it iTould be 
difficult if not vain for any other member of'tlie ffiljnUy 
to stand against him fur the chiefship. Tt lutlppened 
that a ^et of tlie family of Jnnes hod aci|t»lrod an 
estate for hltoself CHlh*d Cromy. it was always the 
desire of such families to accumulate whatever property 
might be dispersed among the brandies, in the pos- 
scssiSn of the head of tho house ; indeed a cadet nearly 
related to the owner of a great estate had morc,gifliicnce 
and a higher position than in the absolute possesnion of 
A small estate^ in his own person. It was desirahlo that 
the Innes aud the Cromy property should thus lx>th 
kdong to one ow'iier, and a ‘mutual bond of tiiilio* or 
enj'iil was entered iiib) by tho two reliitions, to tho 
eflect that if cither died Muihout a son, the whole 
jiroperty nhonld go to the other. As the Laird of Inncs 
was chihlless, (Vomy absuiuet] the dignity of being his 
reproBentutivc ami the virtual hi'ad of the house. 

It liapp(‘iieil that a baird of Innes several generations 
earlier, calltMl ‘III Sir Hubert, ’ or Wicked Sir llobert, 
the brutlier of Mlie Red 'ro<l,* had three sons — tlie 
eldest, Mamcfi wdtli the beard;* the swond, Walter, 
called ‘Wyllio Watt;* tlie third, Robert of Drynie. 
The deseeiulants of Wyllio Watt acquired tho con- 
siderable OBlates ot Tuii(*rinarkie and Halaimy. Tho 
reprc'sen^ative of the branch had marrh'd into tlie 
p(werful House of AtliolK anil though not so nearly 
related to the existing Junes of Jnnes ns Cromy was, 
he formed the ih sign of glutting himself made head of 
the hmi«e. In llu* ivonls of the elirouieh'r : ‘The 
House of lnnerumrku‘,nl>oul this (} mo, haveing attalmMl 
to the iK)s«es&ion of a eoiisiderahle estate, had for that 
reason thouglit tlu‘msel>es the ncKt in ri'speet to their 
eheifi*; and linding tlie tamily of limes like to Ik* child- 
less, Roberl of Innermaikie grudged exiiedingly that 
(koiny, who was inlbrior lo liim in extate, slumld 1 h* 
advanced so farr iK'lor him, as lie behooved to 1ki by 
such a siiecessioii.* 

The matter xvas laid hi fore a sort of parliament or 
jurv of the Ilouse of imieb, wdio decided tiial their , 
head ‘ bainl dohn,* as he was called, did riglitly m 
arranging that the heir-at-law Cnany slwmld be his 
successor. Cromy himself, wdio nppi'.ij's to have bi'eii 
a cbiViilrous, gallant lellow, offered lo leave the matter 
to aingle eoinhat - to lay the entail ‘on tJio grass,* ami 
sei‘ if liinermarkie durst take it up.* But open war- 
f.m* w'ns not Inncriiiarkic*.s nature. He set about 
secretly poiboning tho ear of bnird John agaiiiht his 
rtqircbent.ilive, bhowing how he ab«uineil gll tile pomp 
ami eireumstance of J-iuird of Innes, leaving their leal 
owner ‘ no better than u mash ilesh liogg.' l*airil John* 
who seciiis lo Jiave Iich'u a w<*ak man, yielded to tluho 
insinuations, and was brought lo the point that ‘Ins 
would have given anything to have that undone which 
xvas done.* I’hen came out the dark ilesign of the 
treiu’herous kinsman. ‘Imiennarky haveiiig once thus 
posbcsst him, told him th.it it was inipobbible he uould 
recover wh.at ho was cheat tcil out of any other way 
hut 1)} killing (*f Cromy, wlio certainly would never 
part with what he In^d gotten but w'ith hib life. And 
if be pleased to concur with him, ho would lx* the doer 
of the thing himselle, be tin* hazard what it lyk*d - lie 
vmuld undertake it ratiicr than see his eheifi* made a 
slave as be was.’ 

Tho design of the murder look full jKissession of 
Iniiermarkie’s mind, and be carefully watched lUl tho 
motions of his victim, that he might fall tai him typari 
from the u||ual atUmdant followers who gc‘nerally twi 
accompanied a northern cliief. Jn April 1580, Croray'a 
son, wlio was at college in Alx‘rdecu, fell ill, and nU 
fatiicr W'OUt to visit idni. lmu*rmarkie, ascertaining 
where ho lived, coilwted a band of his foUowora, and 
stealthily entered the town. At that time every consL 
doraUo town in Scotland was a sort of battle- dold, 
where the neighbouring families fought out Umir feuds. 




■,bbQd«!he<l*//t'>:!:3^ '.^%a»loii^ gay® 'mnp}^"': 

■ time a :feu<i ; betWeea thev; 
'■ ■ 'tterniy Vaa a' i^arUsan of ' 
the: leirS^ eouFtyard of the liouse ^here 

ietlb open, his enemy knew 
iii to do but to raise the Gordon 
within the court. Accordingly Cromy, ^ 
h<^lR^.;i#hOu MIelp— help ! a Gordon— a Gordon ! ' 

haif dre^^^ to a postern oi)ening to the court. 
oi>ened it than fnnermarkie, who^as 
i^^pared with his matchlock, shot him, and tho followers 
■ oh him with their dirka 

" ^ of liiues had accoinpanied Iiinct- 

markie on his niurderous oxt^dition, probably in the 
belief that his’ intention ivent no farther in tho mean- 
time than coercioh. At alt events, he seems not to 

■ fiavC bech pr^ared foi; so^t^^^ a scene. Innermarkie 

; be as dec^ in it as any 

vdf -l^ifem ; and taking one of the dirks which had stuck 
; ^ i M the murdered man, ho held it to the old 
hiati-s piunge it into him if he 

; ;did:iftOt strike tlie body with his dagger, ‘an(|,so,* says 
the chronicler, ■ compelled him to draw his dagger, and 
; /atah it lip to tlie hilt in tlie hotly of his neai-est rela- 
tion, and the bravest t bore his name. After his 
example, all who were there behooved to do the like, 
that all might : be idfke guilty. Yea, in prosecution 
of thifi it .has 1^^ told me, tliat Mr John Innes, 
afii^ards a youth then at school, 

v^Sl^jtod ^^ 0 ^ and compelled by Inner- 

Uiarl^i^''^ into the dead body, that 

the iindor the same coiidem nation.* 

'f hemaSt bhj^^ of tlie murderers was to despatch the 
aick ymilJii Ctomy’s son and representative. They had, 
howler, Ipat time with the dagger scene^ and by the 
^riniyanc^ of ^ome neighbours lie liad escai)ed by a 
aecTCt passage-— V the LonUh h the 

clwUhiclor, ^ preserving him for the executing of ven- 
V ■ geftiiicc for these murtlierers for the blood of las father/’ 
Xiio next ohject was to get hold of the cjitail, wiiicli 
was Of course safe in Cromy’s own fortalice. They took 
itUe dead inan^ signet-ring, and having got over one of 
; }df sent him with it on one of 

Gtolhy’S hm'ses, to desire the lady of Cromy to s<‘nd the 
( with tlic hearer, as it ivas so 

^ ;;, ;uri^nt3iy heeded that lier husband had not tinje to send 
; ; j itr^a tedious operation somotiiucs 
; ; :tO:a^^^ ‘ Though it troubled the woman 

ij ^ ^ receive so blind a 

I lier' husband’s ring, his own servant, and' 
^ together with the man’s 

' ^ that she delivered to him what 

;; ; ;?■ It yuimg rdation 

i ■ ; of thelhihi^ of Gotts, a-com- 

7 ^ io jianion nUd ; fttoitd of the lody’te^ sick son. He was 

■ i^eudlingly anxious :tp W to hiS : fHend, and 

: ' iMIievihg;^^ to a desired ;itbe 

■ i ■ 

! .;• 


6om> tragedy that liatl been pbrpe^ 

;:tratedj;V;;./A 

^ ® to Edinburgh with the 

|U«|ekiw in Jicr possessions and sought the 

pro^Hioh Lord; KIphinston, the high 

ti^asurer^^" had hisji iViends, who 

ralUed in to old laird 

lie kei>t to soma ‘ estates of 

toes. ; lie in getting tlio chief to 

etoto Jfartox own favour, hut 

nothing told toiittelho tot Cr^ son was 
not cmly the next heir> h^^ to ih possessidh of previous 
doeu^ients which could not he recalled. The' 3 ^oung 
man in tlie meantime nijulc favour with the lord trea- 
surer, ahdinarried his daughter. This pat the pre- 
ponderance decidedly ih his favour. He obtained a 
sentence of outlawry against his father’s mhrderct, 
and was authorised to pvoceeil norllEWard Witli letters 
of fire and sword against him — a df KCUtol poiu- 

mission to hunt an outlaw— and kill or tiike him, break- 
ing through all impediments. ‘ As to InnerinarkkV 
sa^ the chromelcr, ‘ he was forced for awhile to take 
to Bie hills, and when he wearied of that, he^iad a 
retreat of diffieult access within the house .^pf ISdin- 
glassie, where lie sleeped iti little enough security; for 
in September 1581 his house Was surprisCl^ljy Laird 
Jlobert, and that rotireing-plaee of his first entered by 
Alexander limes, after awards of Ootts, the same who 
some j^ears betore hail killed the servant %ho etime 
from Imu»rmarkie with the false token for the writs, 
and who all his life was called Craig-in 'Terrill (tliroat 
in peril) for venturing upon Innermarkie, then despe- 
rate.* TJie murderer was despatchefl at once, like a 
vrolf found in Ids hole. ITis head w\as cut off, and taken 
as an ncoeptahlc present to the widow of the victim. 
Slie in her turn, properly appreciating its value, sent it 
to Edinburgli, to be laid at the feet of the king — ‘ a 
thing too masculine,’ sa^’s the chronicler, ‘ to be com- 
menflcd in a woman/ » 

. ■ ■ I 

cruioijs zoorjiYTK. 

Sir .lohn Orahaiu Dalycll, Bart, of Biniis (omlrr 
whose ancestor, in the time of Charles II., originuted the 
celebrated cavalry regiment of Scots Greys), has lately 
devoted two elaborate and profusely, as well as delic.'itely 
illustrated quarto voluines, to the rare and remarkable 
attimala of Scotland, being chiefly the zoophytes, some of 
them fresh-ivater Bpecimens, but the major part derived 
from the Firth of Forth— as, for example, the simple 
tiifAdaria, QV * paten -pipe coralline ’ {Tnbularia indivmi\ 
an animal product, resembling a flourishing vegetobic, 
d welting at the depth of thirty or foi’ty feetliom the 
surface of the sea, witk a living head rexsemhling a fine 
scarlet blossom, and often pendent, cluster-like grapes, 
and having the ornaiiicntal aspect of a strict resemblance 
to a bouquet df .viv^ flowers flepp^ 1^*® band of nature. 
These creatures, b|^ the way, "are generally found on 
shells, entire or deciiyedj enipty or, to^ A brilliant 

group was .on one bccastoh s^ carried along 

by the orawlii^ inhabitto^^?^^ to Xye da Aand 
and Wdkr. ■ ■' ■;•■■■■ ■ . ■; ■’ ■' 

Juit dd. 

CHAMEERS^^ 

CbkfKwtS :7S;:' Ancients Blboria.' ' 
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THE PROPHETIC THOUCITT. 
(/iiiLDHEN arc a propliocy. They contain in themselves 
the 3^et unwlled iuture, and they contain, too, the pn*- 
dis]'K)siii{;' causes which give that future its general form 
and contour, and even its hues and tints. (/Oiniug out 
l^f one infinity, and going into another, they leeeive 
Trom the Divine Hand the endowments whieli btanip 
life witli its image. If every one has a eharaeter of his 
own, tlie mouM of that ehiiracter is born witli him, and 
lu him ; and he can no more depart from the ty})0 than 
$ie can throw off Ids humanity. And if the varieties 
of chara<‘tor are endless, then, in nil their iiiimite and 
jiiingling sliades, their eausea and oeensions are innate 
— 08 much a part of a man’s primal being ii'* nto tho 
impulses V Inch d(termhie the colour of his skin, fix 
tho outline of Ins features, and form and mould liis 
Stature. Cireumstanees are powerful, hut theirs is 
only a seeond.iry inllueiiee in human life ; tliey j ield to 
tlie inteiiKil pio^‘'ure of the soul. They mi> eiieroaeh 
on the wc d\, and Iktoiik* maste^|| of tho ^^u*k<Ml, but it 
IS a u‘-iiiiKd dominion th<*> c*\ert — they have no legiti- 
mate Ihiom , and for the ir deposition, it is needfUl only 
til It tlu iijitfiil lieu sl.ould aw.ik<‘ to the eonaeiousnobs 
OT \u> pu log itlM «». 

(‘hildun ait .i piopheey. Their future they in each 
case bung uilhtium into t lie world, as much as the 
xosebnd, the siplmg oak, the callow lark. 

Tills prophecy, like others, is difficult to read, C’hil- 
ilren cnuiiot Jtad their own proplieey — who can read it 
for them? No one ]>crfectly, very few well, most not 
at all. In order to icau the prophecy, you must know 
the eli.iTaetiTs jn which it is WTitteU. la that book of 
Ciod ov(‘ry eonqwnont element of each oue’s life is 
w ritlen dovoi. Rut it is a sealed volume, nltliough some 
trunseripts tlierofiom are imprinti*d on tho iiifimt soul. 
'\\''ho h.is tlio eye to discH^Ta and the skill to decipher 
those dim and scattored cliaracU*r 8 ? Jn them is 2 'Jte 
I*iophettr Thowjfit of each one's life, A babe lately 
struck my attention as it lay in its sister's arms. 1 
believe it was the broad contrast between tho two ihat 
Httractcil my eye. Tho babe itself was very lovely. 
t)f puro Saxon blood, its largo lii^it^bluo eyes, fiaAcn 
hair, and fair oval face, afibtded Iho sweetest sight I 
had si'en for many a day i blood of darker hue Jlowcd 
in the veins of its nurse, whose fooO was cominouplaco, 
and ahnrist mean. Rroad os Was tho physlcol (‘Oiitrast 
betweim tho sisters, yot more diverse was their atllro, 
as well as their general appearance. The infuuti cloSu 
in its person, was clad in white garments which might 
have iwen bleached on tlio Alps ; tho glrh with hands 
mid fiico begrimed in disrt, woro an old wooliiSu dretfO, In 
which rags and stains seemed to strive for the 


Attracted by the «imgulnrity, T stopped io take a 
closer view of the two cliildrcu ; when out of the di.(*p 
liqmd ether of the infant's eye issued and gUiieiHl away 
a look wbieb, for a cbild's look, was lull of meaning, 
and struck me as a prophecy of Hint chiUrs hisloTy. 
‘Yes,* I 8 lid to\nyself, * thy futiiir* i« there ; dimly dost 
thou see it : in no distinct coubciousness does it stand 
I Iwfore thee, hut 1 discern its general outlines— 1 know 
what thou wilt bo.* 

It is whttt the infant will be X know, not nhat it will 
/ 7 o. Whom it will marry I know not; whcie jt will 
dwell I know not , tlu» numlier of its childten 1 know 
not: I can tell its fortune — I have discovered its 

prophetu thought. J know, therefore, what will be tho 
great beanng of its hfi‘. 

Before i atUmpt to lay down its horoscope, I will 
exiilain myself a liulo ns to the nature and ellleaey of 
Hus prophetic thought, which, as I have intimated, 
tnvclops the future of that child, and of every child. 

Systems of jdiilosoxihy have each thur prophetic 
I tliought. The imaginative winch prcHlonnnates in 
rUito laid down by nntuipatiou the history of the 
J’lalonic plulosophy ; and in like manner in the ( om- 
inon sense of booiates was the germinating piiucipU* of 
Ills influence. If 3^011 had heard Plato lecture m tho 
Academy, if you li.id seen the fire ot his c^e, in.it ked 
the deep tones of his eloquence, observed how Inb chest 
j swidled, and his figure became erect, on occasions when 
he was under tho inspiiation of a great thought, you 
w^ould then hav'^e knowm what impi'cssion his writings 
would make on tlie world— who would be his adnnreis, 
who Ins opxioneiitft. Not more certain is the chemist of 
tlie result when he puls oxygen and hydrogen together 
in one vessel, than might you have been that those 
words would have aflinity for men of soaring thoughts, 
and delicate sensibilities, and refined spot iilatioiiH — vi ilh 
the elements of whoso soul they would blend nml unde, 
adding * fuel to fire,' until, ns with a hot iron, they 
would burn their own likeness on individuals, systems, 
and iiistitutiaiis. 

All gloat men have their prophetic thought, which is 
a condensed summary of their lives, 'fhe classics wore ! 
nwaro of tho truth which we arc endeavouring to 
expound. Accordingly tht^y made the infant Ilereules 
strangle a seri>cnt while yot in his cradle, and tell how 
bees gave sweetness to the infant lips of rialo. CoaM 
wc sec and itudy the features of illustrious men ofo 
^icy left their mothers’ arms, we should discern thek 
essential i^uaJitics, and bo able to lay down the chief 
outhue of tlieif history. Those smiles that pass ncroas i 
the couiitonimco of the sleeping babe aro sparkUfigt of 
the hoavenly waters of its soul j they are ftim 

the past Into the Aitute ; rending the vett Of tho inner 
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temple tlioy tluzig9 to come it, tKe laludowy light 
of things that m, i 

jSomo Uluatration mi eiiftiwcanont of our views may 
ho foimJ in tiiQ mat divenidtiOB which ohiUiren present 
in tlm cradle and the nurseryt and long before ihe out- 
ward can have had any marked iunucnco on their 
cliaractora^ 0i the oadstcnco of those diversities every 
IhoughiAii mother is well aware, I have 
observed them in gi'cat numb<‘r. Indeed every child 
may ha said to have moral and JiitoUeetual qualities 
peculiar to itself; and so inliniately interwoven with 
the dbres of his being ajH* these qualities, that they 
make Jutti what he is- forming his disposition, giving 
expression tb his features, and dehrmining oven the 
tones of his voice. Any attempt to classify and de- 
scribe these idi<)S}Tiorasie«* nnist fail — so minute as 
wcJl as nuniercuiH are they, and so imperfect an organ 
is hmguage when it has to speak of spiritual realities. 
Look round your own family, and you will understand 
wltat 1 camiot sol forth. And in your fears for this 
child, and your hopi^s for that child, in the choice of a 
profession which already you have half^niade for a son 
who yet hits on the lowest fonn in the school, you Imve 
divined the prophetic thought of cni'h, and believe in it 
BO tlrinly that }oli act uinhr its sg^ostions. 

Would that Its mother and its nither could discov<*r 
and rcb][K^ct the piojihetic thought of that iqfunt whom 
i lofL nestling in its sister’s anns ! No ordinary hhtoi 
Ih's in embryo m its bosom. The lirst giTins of that 
liistory may have to be sought in the blood of some 
distant Saxon dame— bo liuki\i to the past is our pro- 
bont life ; and the remotest branches of that history 
rim out into a futurity which no human Ining cmu 
measure, so close on the inlinite does the fund of man 
press. But who shall Chtimate the weal and the wo 
which lie between these two extremcb? Who sludi 
say which will he the greater? Intense in that child's 
case will both bo— the joy exquisite, the wo terrible. 
No, I cannot toll wdiether slie will ho an nelress, and 
marry a coronet, or prove a castaway, and peribh wliile 
yet little more tlian a girl. But 1 do know that hers will 
ho no common lot. JTcr bister may become a hitchoii- 
maid, and marry a chimucy-bweep. She herself is both 
loM'ly and loving: lovely and loving wih she long 
remain. As bhe is loving, so will she be h'ved. Such 
a soul as Iiorb will burn with allletion: soinc rotiirn. 
a large R*tum it w ill ex;ict. Will it Iks a pure return ? 

i see that sw(ct child again. No ]ongi.T iiniOLont, 
she sits in the corner of a prison, her face towards Jte 
door, us if to salute the comer with u look of detlancc. 
As I contemplate her face, the piophetn* thought ])aM<<ea 
in thick shadows over her hiow. Once, ag.un, in a 
thousand times her past determines her future ; niid 
liircc lioving dune its bl»^t, or rather its worst, and 
fimnd no n^biumsc in a heart which would have an- 
SWcusl to llic lightest touch of love, blie in set on shore 
ill a distaltt land, and foils a prey to the degnulutioiis 
of a penal bolony. Thus a Immau s]>irit which might 
hove liecomo an angel has to stand before its Maker in 
the attrSbutc»s of ii demon. 

Tills imper lias its prophetic tliought. 1 have written 
it because I have a burden for the public. If the man 
lies folded up in the infant, as the oak In the acorn, 
tlienthe condition which is ilrat in time is first also in 
ithportanoe. Whence comes gur infantine condition? 

sources of iniiu<*nco over which wo have no 
Jmtnototo control, but also from sources which in pro- 
oess of tlnih we may at least moiiify. The Haxon blood 
in that infhpt’s vcint esjue without tligwill of man; 
but the will of man may in time to coiAc dotormiuo 
whether more of the iVutomc or more of tlie Coltfe 
^eulitfrity shall edtdr into generations that will be 
bom. To some exMt we of this age hold futum ages 
4a our hands, ibr Wo h#ve an option as to what quali^ 
tjkis wo will psopagatet In those remarks I Iiave, oon- 
tlnedmyst^lf to gensmltieaMties^th^. Saxon and the 


Norman. But inborn qualities arc very numerous. By 
naitfre some persons oro melancholy, just as somo are 
sctofUloui, The melancholy toinperamont forel)odi*8 
sorrow, as much as the scrofulous constitution llin^atons 
idiocy f why should the one or the other he transmitted 
and perpetuated ? If allowed, may not the evil gain jirc- 
ponderance, and tlic race become incurably degradcMl ? 

Temperament and constitution ought to be regnnh'd 
in marriages far more than a pretty face or a large for- 
tune. {ffir good bhjjpd?' Yes, I would sec my own 
diildrcn marry none nut such ns are of good bioi)d, hut 
then by blood T do not mean * men of dIockI,’ warriors 
of qgciciit renown, and nobles who have tlic felicity of 
knowing the names, and it uuiy he the features, of their 
grandsons fifty times removed j hut by blood 1 inoan ‘ a 
good stock,’ a healthful ami i igorouh race, a virtuous 
and cultivated family. I add the last qualification 
hocau'^e, beyond a doubt, moral tendencies of a more or 
Icbs decided kind nro propagated from father to son. 

Tlicso facts seem to dcclai'c that cdut^tlou retinires 
to bo enforcwl, regarded, and cultivated in a new aspect, 
llw education of the race— in plain rnglisli, the im- 
proveinont of the breed in man— dcmancN and iimsi 
iccgive attention, else society h now im-gnant with a 
thought ]>rop)ietic of a fcarltil doom. 

if 111 onr Inrtli we are all big with our future selves, 
jurcuts at the earliest day should study, Ic-arn, and 
watcli the prophetic thought of each of their ehiblion. 
Very soon is tliei'c some inaiiifcKtation theicof. One 
eliUd will bite and kiik, another child will sulk, if 
interfered with, ’riiis i‘liild is forgiving, that tbild 
is \ indie the. See what an affectionate natiire shims 
forth in tlie eyes and looks of that little girl 1 I’liat 
hoy has tho soul of a hnurgadiH io, and that other 
possesst's tho self-denial and geiunosity of a hero. 
l)o not all these qualities requiie (‘iiltivutloii? Some 
may lx? eucouraged, others must be ri'strained ; and 
others again must counti*ractul, OMreome-nay, 
eradicated. A wise pan at has now to soften a 
disposition, now to mvo firmne‘'S and ‘'tiemrlh to 
a charai^ter. Ilori^ irstiaint is required, tlieio im- 
pulse. In all cuh’s juoportion and hannoMv an* of 
great consequence: what is weak •Nhoiild be lo'^tend, 
what is dclbctive should be nupplenu ntrd what h low 
blioidd ho Riised, what is gross s-lumld be ntnud, all 
iveesfi should be pruned aw.Hy ; and head, lieart, and 
soul should be hrouglit into a well-balaiued and etlee- 
ti>o ojiorHtion. If so liigh a work is to be iwcomidishi d, 
it must ho begun in the very first flays of our cailldy 
existence. 


KKMINISCF.NOES OF AN ATTOBNEY. 

Xll» PUXZLU. 

Tj^mpus maiT ! Tlie space of but a few^ brief yester- 
days swms to have passed since the oecurrcuco of the 
following out-of-the-way incidents — out - of - the- way 
even in our profission, fertile as it is iii startling expe- 
rienci's; and yet the faithful and unbmug telJ-ule 
oml monitor, Anno Domio! J651, inslrui'ts mo that a 
quarter of o century has nearly slipped by siiKX* the 
first scene la tho complicated play of cireinnstaiu^es 
opued upon mO- Thu date X renumber wrell, for tlic 
Tower gnus had been proclaiming with their thunder- 
throats the victory of Navarlno but a short time 
before a clerk onnoutuxiid, ^WUUam Martin, with a 
message from Mitior glewori’ 

Tills wmiarn Martin was a rather sorry curiosity in 
his way. He was now in the service of our old client 
Miijor Btewart ; nivi a tall, good-looking fellow enough, 
spite of a veiy decided <*a6t In his eyes, which tho 
rascal, when la his clips'^- no unusual occurrence— 
doglam he had oaujihi lAmm his fbrmer masters— 
ipdward Thorncycrol), Esq., an enormously rich and 
y&UQlr India dlmcior; and his son, 
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Mr TIonry Tlionioycroft, with who% uniU lately trans- 
icrrotl to Mnjor Stewart’s service, ho had lived from 
iiifanry — his niothi*r and fhtUor tiaving formed part of 
tho elder Tliorneycroft’s establishment when he was 
born, lie liad a notion in his bead that he had better 
blofKl in his veins than the world supposed, and was 
oxet'Rsivoly fund of oping the gentleman ; and this ho 
did, I mast say, witli the ease and assnrancO of a stage- 
player. JFIis name was scarcely out of the clerk’s lips 
when he entered tho inner office with a great effort at 
stcadhu'ss and deliberation, closed tlio door very care- 
fully and importantly, bung his hat with much precision 
on n brass peg, and then steadying himself by the d#or- 
luutdle, surveyed the situation and myself with staring 
lack-lustre eyes and infinite gravity. J saw what was 
the matter. . 

* You have been in the ** Sun,” Mr Martin 7 * 

A wink, inexprossible by words, replied to me, and 
I could see by the motion of tho fellow’s lips that 
speech was attempted ; but it came so thick that it 
was several iniiiulcs beforu I made out tliat he meant 
to say the Britisii had been knocking the Turks about 
like Inricks, and that he laid 1)eoii patriotically drinking 
the healths of the said British or hrioks. 

* Have the goodii<>ss, sir, to deliver your message, and 
th(>ii instantly leave the ufii(*e.* 

‘Old Tho-o-o-niey,’ was the hiccoughed reply, ‘has 
smok4Hl tho — the plot. Young 'Diomcy’s done for. 
Ma-it-aricd in a false name : tra-ansportation — of 
course.’ 

‘What gibberish is this about old Tliorney and 
voting I'honiey? Do you not come from Major 
Stewart 7 * 

‘ Yc-e-cs, that right : tlie rtnilc’s arrived for tho 
old trniiip: wislies to -to see you.’ 

‘Major St< a.irt dying 1 Why you arc a more dis- 
graceful seinnp than I Ixdieved you to be. Send this 
fellow away,’ I added to a clerk who answered iny 
summons. I then hastened ofij ami was sjieedily 
rattling ov<t the sioiu‘s towards Baker StreiJt, Portnmn 
S»iuart‘, wl»er(» St<‘wiirt rt^sided. As I left the 

ollice 1 iuMid M.irtiii beg the clerk to lead him to the 
1 pninj) i>reMous to sending him off^no doubt for the 
• pill pose ol s(>b(*riiig himself soint^whnt previous to 
leapjK'aring before the major, whoso «u>tlve8 for hiring 
or ndniiiiiig stkIl a follow in his modest establislunent 
1 could not at nl) understand. 

‘ You were ejciKvted more than an hour ago,’ said 
Dr Hampton, wlio was just leaving the house. ‘The 
ina.jor is now, I fear, incapable of business.’ 

U’liere was no tinu* for oxx»Unation, and I hastily 
entered tho sick-dwmU'r. Major Stewart, tliough 
rapidly sinking, recognised mo ; and in obedience to a 
gesture from lier moater tho aged, weeping bouse- 
kee]>er left tho room. Hie major’s daughter, Kosa- 
inoiid Stowarl, liad bocn absent with her aunt, her 
father’s nmidim sister, on A visit, 1 understood, to some 
fri(mds in Scotland, and had not, 1 (*oucludet], been 
inode aequaintcKl with tho mnjorifi illness, which had 
only assumofl n daiwitnis diameter a few days pre- 
viously. The old soltiier was dying calmly and poin- 
lessly-^ralhcr from eidia nation of strength, a general 
failure of the powers of than from any especial 
disenso. A slight flush tinged the mortal pallor of his 
face as X entered, and the oyes omlttod a slightly- 
reproachful expression* 

*Xt Is not more, my dear sir,* I replied softly but 
eagerly to his look, ‘than a quartet of an hour ago 
tJiat 1 received your m<‘ssagc*’ 

I do not know whether he comprehended or oven 
distinctly hoard what X said, Ibr his but ex- 
tremely anxtuna gUnco was <Breeted whlwt X spoke to 
A large oil-portrait df Kosatnond Stewart, mtsponded 
ovtT the mantdpioce* The young Indy was a splendid, 
dark-eyed bimty* and of t^rse th^ pride ^ dt^Ung 
of her fhther* Presently wrenddngs bs It wm, m 
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eyes from the picture, ho looked In my face with great 
earnestness^ and bending my cKir close to his Ups, I 
hoard him feebly and brokenly say, ‘A question to 
ask you, tbA’s all : read — ^read I’ Ills hand mot^nt^ 
towards a«lctter wliich lay open on tho bed t X ran It 
over, and tho major’s anxiety was at onco explained. 
Bosamond Stewart had, 1 fbuiid, been a short time 
previously married in Scotland to Henry 'L'hornoy- 
croft, the son of the wealthy Bast India director. 
Finding his illness becoming serious, tbo majAr had 
anticipated the time and mode in which tho young 
|K*oplo liad detorininud to break the iuteUigeuco to tho 
irascible father of the bridegroom, and tho result was 
tho furious and angry letter in reply which X was 
lierusing. Mr Tliorneycroft would never, lie declared, 
recognise the marriage of his uiidutiful nopliow — 
nephew, not son ; for lie wa«i, tho letter announced, tho 
child of an only sister, whoso marriage had also mortally 
offended Mr 'riionieyeroft, and had boon brought up 
from iufancy ns his (Mr 'riiorneyeroft’s) son, in order 
that the hated name of AUerton, to which tho boy was 
alono legally entitled, might never offend his car. 
There was something added iiwinuative of a doubt of 
the legality of tho marriagis in euiisequeuco of the 
misnomer of the bridegroom at tlie eoreuiony. 

‘One qnofltiou,* mutti'ml the major as I finished the 
perusal of tlie letter ; ‘ Is KoHamond's marriage legal 

‘ JSIo question alsmt it. Jlow could any one suppose 
that an involunUry misdescription can aflbot such a 
contract ?’ 

‘ Knough — emough 1 ’ ho gasiicd. * A great load is 
goncl — the rest is with (loti. Beloved liosamoiiU’— 
Tlie slight wliisper was no loiigt*r nudiiile; sighs, 
momently becoming fainter mi<i weaker, followed — 
ceasinl, and iii little more than tim minutes aftiT tho 
last word was spoken life was extinct. I rang llio 
Iwll, ami turned to leave the rwini, and as 1 did so 
surjirised Martin on tlie other side of the ImkI. He had 
IXM'n listening, screeiied hy the thick damask curtains, 
and apfH'ared to l>c o good deal sobered. 1 made no 
remark, and proeeiMled on down stairs. The iiiuu 
followed, and as soon as we had gained the lull b.ud 
qui(*kl>, yet hesitatingly, ‘ Sir — sir I’ 

* Well, what have j'ou to say?’ 

‘Kothing very pnrtieular, sir. But did T uiiderstaml 
you to say just now tliat it was of no consequence if a 
man married in a false name ? * 

‘'Phat deiHfiwls upon circumstances, Wliy do you 
ask?’ 

‘ Oh, nothing— nothing j only I have heard it ’s trans- 
j^iortatioii, especially if there’s money.’ 

* Perhaps you ate riglit. Anything else ? ’ 

‘ No,’ said- he, opening the door; ‘that’s all— mere 
curiosity.* 

I hciml nothing more of the family for some time, 
except with reference to Major Stewart’s personal pro- 
perty, about L.400(), iH^queathed to his daughter, with 
n charge thereon of an niinuity of a year for Mrs 
I^slic, tho aged housekeeper; tho necessary ImsiuebS 
connected with whudi wo transacted. But about a 
twelvemonth aft(T the major’s death, the inarriago of 
tlic elder ’ITiorueyeroft with a widow of tho same 
name os himself, and a cousin, the pafier stateil, was 
anuounced ; and pretty .nearly a yea^ and a half subsc- 
quont to tho appearance of this ominous paragrapli, tho 
decease of Mr Henry Thomeycroft at Lausanne in 
Switwrland, who had left, it was adde<! in the news- 
paper stock-pbrosc of journalism, a young widow and 
two sons tostnoum their irroparablo loss. Bllenco 
again, os far as w o were concomed. settled upon the 
dcstinios of the dcsooudants of our old military client 
till one fino morning a letter from X>r Hampton inibrinoa 
us of the sudden death by apoplexy, a ibw days pirb*' 
vionsly, of the East India director* J)t Umfipn 
further hintod that he sbotiid have cctsuiriMt ^ write 
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omara, wWoH» Q^Uya to Wtr Tiiomoycrofl^if uuoonciucr- 
Ablo avcftflon tb muktnK a will, bud, it wns iVunul, bt^oa 
left in «n extremely un»ati«fa*!tory sl.tto. Wr Hampton 
hrtd written to t 2 a» at tJ>e widow's reg licit, in C'onst?* 
giieiiec of J4i$ lutvin^ informed her tliat iit* Jmd bt'en 
(ho proilWonal advisers of Major Stewart, and W’cro 
in all xwobabiiity those of his dauiihtcr, Mrs Henry 
AUorton, s 

“VVo dirt not quite comprehend the diift of this curious 
exnsill^; but nlthoup?h not hpet Lilly mitruetc'd, we deter- 
luiuert to at once write to Mis Kosainoud Tliorncycroft 
or AUerton, who with her family was still abroad, and 
iu the meantime take such formal sK pb ni her behalf 
as raSfjrht a])peiir net esHuiy. 

We were not long in doubt as to ibo motives <sf the 
t^ktrcmcly civil iipplitation to onrsolvcs on the part of 
tlie widow of the fejsl India director. The deceased's 
wealth had hetm nlmost all invested in land, which 
wont, he liuvnif? died intestate, to Ium noiihew’s sun, 
Ih^nry Allerton ; and the personal iu which the widow 
would share woiv copnequonlly of veiy small amount. 
Mis Tliomey<*roft w^ns theiefore anxious to projiosi, 
through us, n inoie satisfactory and equitahlc arrangi^- 
nient. We could of course say nothing till the anival 
of Mrs Itosainoiid Allerton, for winch, liowoer, wo had 
only a biief time to wait. "J’lU're were, we found, do 
indispjbition on that lath’s p.iit to act wjtli generosity 
towards Mr Thome} crotrs widow -a show}, vulgansh 
person, by the way, of about fort} 3 eaisof age — but 
there was a legal tlifricuhy in tlie way, in eonsoqutnee 
ot the heir-at-law being a minor. JNIrs Tlioniej’^croft 
became at length terribly incenseil, and tiilketl a gtKKi 
deal of angry nonsense about disimting the claim of 
llcury Allcrton'a son to the estates, tm the ground that 
his marriage, lia\ing been contrat led m a wrong name, 
was null and \ oitl. Several annoy nig paragraphs got 
in coiibequence into the Sunday ncwspaiicrs, uiul these 
brought aiiout a terrible diselosure. 

About tw'olvo o’clock one day, the Widow" Thoniey- 
croft bounced uii<'ert‘inomonsly into the oihee, diaggiiig 
in wilh lur a cotncl> and rather interest Ing-itKiking 
yoimg woman, but of a decidedly rustic eouiplexion 
and accimt, and followed by a giavo, middl(*-aged clergy- 
man. The widow’s large ijes sparkled with strong 
excitement, and Jier somewhat swarthy features were 
ilubhcd with hot blood. 

‘ I have brought you,* she hurst out abniirtly, * the 
reai ^Jrs Allerton, and ’ 

‘Jjo, no!’ intCTruiited the young woman, wdio np- 
poar<‘d much agitated — ‘Thorne} croft, not AUcr- 
ton ! * 

* J know, child-— I know ; but that is notliing to the 
pun>ose. This }Oung iktsoii, 3Slr Sharp,* is, X rcjK‘at, 
the true and Uwhil Mrs Henry Allciton.* 

*^*ooh!’ I answered; ‘do you take us for idiots? 
Tin*!,* J added with some sternness ‘is cither a ridicu- 
lous misapprehension or an attempt at imposture, and 
I am very careless which it may be.’ 

‘You are mistaken, sir,* rejoined the clergyman 
mildly. ‘ This young woman was certainly nuirried by 
mo at Swindon Church, Wilts, to a gentleman of tbo 
name of lltoy Thoriiey croft, who, it api^^'ars ftom 
the u<‘w8p$»pers, conflrmod by this lady, was no other 
tlian Mr llcnry Allerton. Tliis mm-rlago, wo find, 
took plane six months previously to that eontructod 
irltU Kosmnonrt Stewart. X have fiirtticr to say that 
this young woman, Maria ICiuslntry, is a \ cry respect- 
able |)orson, arul that her tnarriago-portion, of a littlo 
nioro tlum eiglit hundred pounds, was gi^ to her hus- 
band^ whom slio baa only fcen thrice sinc<^ her marriage, 
to support hlmsolf tin riie deeth of his reputed father, 


constantly assotted by Mm to W imminent.* 

* A stmy ysay toW ml I have no doutrt In 



i but there Is one slight 
ll land somewhat dlfbmt 
idohiity of Maria Xtlmslmry^i 


husband with the son or nephew of the late Mr 
Thonwycroft.* ^ . 

‘ He always said be was the son of the rich h-ast 
Indian, Mr Tiiomeycroft,' sold the young woman with 
a hysterical sob: ‘and here/ she added, ms his pi< ture 
iu bis wwifling-arcss— that of an ofliccr of the Cilouces- 
tershire Yeomanry. He gave it mo tho day before the 
wedding.* 

1 almost simtclied the portrait. Sure enough it was 
a miniotmo of Henry Allerton: there could be no 
doubt aiiout that. 

Mr J‘'lint, w ho hiul been busy w ilh some papers, lK‘ro 
approached and glanced at tho miniature, 

1 was utterly confounded, and iny xinrtiier, I saw, 
was equally dismayed ; and no wonder, entertaining as 
wc botli did the higliest respect and admiration for the 
high-minded ami beautiful dauglitcr of Major Stewart. 

Tile Widow Tliorneyt‘roft*s c AuUation w^as exuberant. 

‘As this only legal man*iiigc,’ said slie, ‘has bein 
blessed witli no issue, I am of <’onrsc, as you must be 
aware, the legitimate hein^ss-at-Jaw, as ni} deceased 
husband's nearest blotxl -relative. I fthall, however,’ 
sho added, ‘take care to amply provide foi luy widowed 
URCc-jn-law.’ 

Tiu‘ young woman made a profound rubtic courtesy, 
and Icaris ol‘ unaiiet*ted gratitude, I ohbcrvcd, filled her 
eyes. 

The game was not, however, to be quite bo easily 
surrcudeied as they appenud to iiuagme. "'^fut ! tut ! ’ 
exclaimed Mr "Flint bluntly; ‘thib may bcinejeprne- 
tiee. Who knows how the portrait luis lieeii obt.iiiu d ?’ 

Tho girl’b tyes dashed with honest anger. 'J’hore was 
no piacticc about her 1 felt assured. ‘Here aie ollur 
proofb. My husband's signet-ring, left neenh ntalJ}, I 
think, with mo, ami twrf» ltd tors wliitli I from eunoMly 
took out ot lus coat-pocket- the day, I am pretty bure 
it w lb, alter we were mained.’ 

Jf thj^ cuuiulntive eireuin'^tanti/d rvideme does n(»t 
conxiace you, gentlemen,' added the lh\. Ah Wishait, 

‘ J haxe direct iKTSonal tcbtniiony to ofier. )t ou know 
Mr Angerstem of Hath ? * 
r do.’ 

Well, Air Henry Thorncyeroft or Allerton an as at 
the linio this marriage took place on a aciI to tint 
geiitlemiin; and I myself shaa the biukgiooin, whom I 
had united a fortnight pKVjouslym Sw iiidoii clmieli, 
Avulking nrm-anrt-arni with Mr Angeutiin in S}(ln(*y 
(hiixleus, Bath. I wlis at some little dislume, bull 
reeogwjbed both distinctly, and boA\cd. Ah Aiu>i utciii 
returned my salutation, and ho n collects thetiuum- 
stance distinctly. The g< nth'inan walking A\ith lum in 
tho uniform of the Gloucesterblnre Yt'ornanr} w.is, Mr 
Angerstem is propared to dejiO.se, Air Jkiiry Thorne} - 
eroft or Ailcrtun.* 

‘You waste time, reverend sir,’ said ATr iTint with 
an affectation of firmness and uneoiuvrnlie was, J knex^, 
for from feeling. * Wo are the attormy s ol Air. IJosa- 
nunid AlU^ton, and shall, X dares^ty, if you jiush us t») 
it, be able to tear thU ingemou^ily - coloured cobweb 
of yours to hIikmIs. Jf you dciemiiiic on joung to 
law, your tK>licitor can serve us; wc will enter an 
apjiearauce, and our client 'Kill be spared uuiiecebsury 
annoyance.* 

They were abt^t to leave, when, as ill-luck would 
have it. one of tUo clerks who, deceived by the momen- 
tary siKuicc, and firom not having Ix'cu at home when 
tl>e uiiwolcome vlsUors arrived, iKdiovert wo w ere <Us- 
engagert, opened the door, and orlniitted Mrs llosamotul 
AU^nrtou and hell’ aunt, Miss Htewart, Bcfoic w(* could 
interjHiso with a word, the Widow 'Xborneycroft burst 
ont witli the whole story in a tornnit of exultant 
volubility that it was Impossible to check or restrain. 

For awhile contemptuous incredulity, iwdignant 
scorn, uphold the assailed lady; but as proof after proof 
was ^nert at her, reinforced by the grave soberness of 
thii qkacgjnuan and the weeping syTupatiiy of tho young 




, . h;r, .'■.. vii;K:''W 


' woman j 'het flrndinesa gavei'TJ^'/l^itdi'i^SI^^ 

aunt’s arms. We should hiya^ iiit^r-; 

fercd but for pur Unfortunate 

tures. She seezned det^nilnM io;' 

once. Now, liowever, wo hud thefdfflcie ye of the 

intruders without mUch! ceifehiau^^' soon, as tiie 

horrorrstriclccn lady ^8 sySc^Utl^'rO^^ she was 

conducted to her carHa^j wid iatW arranglhg for an 

early intervie w on the mpiffbwj wa^ bflfi ;; 

1 found our iiitOjro&ting^ and, . I ^arediltleepl;(i«injured 
client mU(jh recovered wm : the shock^ on the 

previous day had overwlieliued hot a altlioUgii 
exceedingly pale— lustrously so, as polished l*i#San | 
marble^andj still painfully agitated, there was liope, 
almost cond^^be, in her eye and tone. 

* There is Some terrible inisapprehenaion in this fright- 
ful affair, Mr Sharp,’ she began, Mienty, my husband, 
was utterly iiieaijsiblo of a mean or dishonest act, much 
less of Buchutter baseness as this Of which he is accused. 
They also say, do they not,’ she Continued with a 
smile of haughty contempt, * that he robbed tlie young 
woman of her poor dowry — spnie eight hundred iiouuds? 
A proper story !* , 

‘ That, I confess, from what little' I kneyv of Mr 
Henry Thorney croft, stamps the wdiole affair as a fabri- 
cation ; and yet the lleverend Mr Wishart— a gentle- 
man Of high character, I understand — is very positive. 
The young wmnan, too, appeaml trutbihl and sincere.* 

‘ Yes ; it cannot be dtaiiod. Tot me say also — for it 
is best to look at the subject on Its darkest side— t find, 
on looking over my letters, that niy husband was staying 
with Mr Anger stein at the time stated, lie was also 
at that period in the tlloueestershire YeoTna;iiry. I 
gave William Martin, but the other day, a suit of his 
regimontids very little the worse for wear,’ 

* You forget to state, Ihisainoud,’ said Miss Stewart, 
who was sitting beside her hitw, ‘that Martin, who 
Was with his young master at Bath, is willing to make 
oath that no such marriage took place as asserted at 
Swindon church.’ 

‘That alone w’ould, I fear, my good madam, very 
little avail. C^an 1 see William Martin ? * ' 

‘ Certainly.’ The bell w'as rung, and the necessary 
order given. . 

‘This IMartin is mu(‘h changed for the better I, hear.’ 

‘0 yes, entirely so,’ said Miss Stewart. ‘He is 
also exceedingly attached to us all, the children csp(i- 
cifdly ; and his grief and anger vrhon informed of 
w hat had occurred thoroughly attest his faithfulness 
and sincerity.’ 

Martin entered, and w'as, I thought, somewhat con- 
fused by my apparently unexpected presence. A look 
at his fiice and head dissipated a half^ suspicion that 
had arisen in both Flint’s mind and my own. 

I asked him a few questions relating to the soiourn 
of his master at Bath, and then said ; I wish y^ to go 
with; mo and see thib Iktjwaa EmsfcUTy/ • 

As I spoke, sombtJj|ng seemed Martin’s 

attention in the street^ suddenly ttiniing round, his 
arm S\^pt a sllyeri off the t»blc« He 

■ ■iBtooped’':'db.i^n'; ■ tp:';gaihbif ■ :i^ttiisi -and 
■|S-; hc' 

■■ ■ j 

■■ and ■teri:Sett'Sa' 

■They . arc'-' deSbmii® ''Of ■ . 

'added ^Uh'^a-'jstidl^-^addireiSi^' 

■■ ay^jJin^' if ;t^ 

in^i 

1. npfnipg.iJ-'''.Pb!'^|^;^de 

^erbiaaiPd^Ms mc‘ 




I -T ;T<.- ‘■■'■T: ^.«^lice; in' 

hthpycstjjlhtv^^ infamous' crime-' wMcfe'hi^i, 

person ' proeent-'' at your-'iai^ri^;i.'’:'T; 

‘ Ccttainly noi But I think— now I look at 
that I have seen hi in somewhere— about SwindOn it 
must Isave been/ 

William Mardii mumbled out that he had never been 
in Swindon ; neither, he was sure, had his masti^, 

fWhat is that ?’ said the girl looking sharply up, and 
suddenly colouring ; ‘ What is that ? ’ 

Martin, a good deal abaslicd, again mumbled out his 
belief that young Mr Tliorneycroflt, as he was tlien 
calltM, hiui never been at Swindon. 

The indignant scarlet deej)enerl on the yOung woman’s 
face and teuiples, anti slip looked .'it Martin with fixed 
attention and surprise. Presently recoTcring, as if from 
some vague confusedness of mind, she said: ‘ Wiat you 
(•eJkve can be no consequence: truth is truth for all 
that.’ H 

The ^v. Mr Wishart here interposed, remarking; 
that as it was quite apparent wo were detenus iicd to 
defend the usurpation by Miss llosamond Stewart— a 
la(ly to bo greatlj^ pitied, no doubt — of another’s right, 
it was useless to prolong or renew the interview ^ and 
all thj'oe tpok immediate leave. A few minutes after- 
wards Martin also departed, still veliemeritly asserting 
that no such marrhige over took jdace at Swindon or 
anywhere else. 

No .s'tone, as people say, was left unturned by us, in 
the hope of discovering some clue tliat might enable us 
to unravel the tauglod web of coherent, yet, looking at 
the character of young Mr Allorton, fmproWy/e . cir- 
cumstance. We were unsuccessful, and unfortunately 
many other particulars wdjich ciime to light Imt deep- 
ened tlie adverse complexion of the case. Two respect- 
able iKirsons living at Swindon were ready to depose on 
oath that they had on more than one occasion seen 
Maria Einsbury’s sweetheart ivith Mr Angerstdii at 
Bath ; once especially' at the theatre, upon the benefit- 
night of the groat Edmund Kean, who Inid been playing 
there for a few nights. 

The entii'c case, fully stated, was ultimately laid by 
us before eminont counsel — one of whom is now, by the 
by, a chief-justice— and we wore advised tliat the evi- 
dence as set forth by us could not be contended against 
with any chance of success. This sad result was com- 
municated by me to Mrs Allerton, nis she still unswerv- 
ingly believed lierself to be, and was borne with more 
constancy and firmness than 1 had expected. Her 
faith in her husband’s truth and honour w^s not in the 
slightest 6«g»’ee shaken by the accumulated proofs. 
She would not, however, .attempt to resist tbeni before 
a court of law. Sonieihing would, sbe was coufitlent,^. 
thereafter come to light that would vindicate tlio truth, - | 
and confiding in pur zeal . and vratchfuhiess, slie, her 
aunt, and children, would in the meantime shelter them- 
selves from the gaze of the world in their foriuer retreat 
.at.Lauriinne. 

. This being the unhappy lady’s final, determination I 
gave the other side notice that We shpulU b^ on 
a given day to surrender pqssefeipn Of 
effects in South Audiey Street^ WSlOb thp Widow ’fjior- 
neycroft had given up toiler supped ni^e-in-la w and 
family on their arrivM ih Ehgiimdi reobtalii 

which, and thereby decide the whole question in dispute, 
1^1 proceedings had already been cominenced. ^ 

■' ';;0n .the!.:niW^^hg'-'appcHht^:^ 
oken : 'tavie-:' . 0 I- thO: ■ j&i'cs:' '■'^e ■ .day", 'pre viously^l: 

• ..t .'lA- , i. -Ilf'-;.'! ' .Jav a-. - 


;^ded ■ • to ■ :"Biiwith. -to-; ;.IS[>rmaH3r.;.ghire-.v,;^ 

;h^eyer;. . .vTlJe 


* . .... .. ,iu; mw * aMMiM SWwVll 'nionu-; . ' 

.^jSri-er Wi2k eiXwSffiSW* « «> ••«l*I*r.u„ 

Bwxmjpalil^d by »^QtM, wo» ^^^PiurdOB me, ma^,' I cri«*» cat***"^ <‘aK«‘rIy ai • 

It • meetii» of the «‘}^»‘‘f ^ST^wninTmaB i* «aW to do at a 

mrths «hMul«l bo ikv^^ode 1 dotfooiulo*! fotbo lover the interxiipciotti as • r:®4 ■MSaa 

Wfrloni 10 Mmm«|li*t* wltu and Iiony Wartin, aiid a traw t ‘ <*»£»»»«? P«”“" 

fuujuiy as X IbatOdf tliat Uia former t'vU lialiits lia<l X><»ir0 the omeser to wslk tip* The butler vftpwheu 
teluruod ujwn him. It Viis not yet twelve o'eloeli:, and Inatantly, and we all huddled hack disunlerly info tho 
he wmsi itmoody partially iatoxicatod, and palo, trom- dratrfng-poonv some one clodufir tl#e door after ua. X 
bliog,*^ tVoiu the eta^cts, it was clear to me, felt the Sr^sp WUtn Allertou*« arm tighten couruhivcly i 

of tHo provioua uiuht’s debauch. round mine, and licr breath 1 heard capte <Laick and 


he wmsi amcoidy partially iatoxicatod, and polo, trom- 
blipg,*itod ueriroua tVoiu the efiheta, it was (dear to me, 
of tno provioua ujght’s deb.iucU. 


' JTour niiatress ia grobsly deceived in you 1 ’ 1 angrily abort. 1 waa hardly teaa agitated myaelf. 


exclaimed; ‘and if my advieo were taken, you would BwOpa-^alow aud dclUK*rale ateps — wore presently 
be tuitled out of the liouac at onco w itlmut a character, hennl aacemding the ataira, the door onetied, and in 
There, don’t attempt to baniboozlo me with thatSnou* walked a geuileman in the uniform of a yeomanry 
sense $ X ’ve aeon fellows crying drunk before now.* oiftci% whom at the fiitt glanec 1 ('ould have sworn to 


llo stammered out some broken exi'uses, to which I l>c the deceased Mr llcniy Allerton. A alight (*\( lu- 
very impatiently liatoin^l ; and so thoioughly muddled mat ion of terror escaped Mrs Allertoii^ foUowetl by a 
did bis brain ap|)car, lliat he either could not or would loud hysterical scream frtan tlie Swindon young wontan, 
uofc eomprehond the possibility of Mrs Allerton and her as she staggered forward towards the straiigc^r, exclaim- 
children Indug tumc^out of house mid liome, as ho mg: ‘Oh merciful God 1— my husband 1 ' and tlien foil, 
expressed it, and over and over again asked mo if overt^ome witii emotion, in his outstn‘Udu.*d arms. 
nnihUig could yet done to prevent it. 1 was com- ‘ Yea,’ said the Ilev. Mr VVishart promptly, ‘ that is 
pletely disgusted with the ftdhiw, and sharply hidding certainly the gentleman 1 unUed to Mai*la Etnsbury. 
him hasten his preparations for dciiarture, ivjoiucd the What can bt tlio meaning of this scene?’ 


him hasten his preparations for dcjiarturc, ivjoiucd the 
ladies, who weiv by this time asscmbhHl in the back 


What can bt the meaning of this scene?’ 

‘Ih that Hufocicuf, Mr Sharp?* excialmod the offiCLr 


drawing-room, ready shawled and bonneted for th(*ir in a voice that removiMi all doubt. 


journey. It was a sad sight, ilosainond Stewart's 
splendid face was shadowed by deep and bitter grief, 


‘ Quite, quite,* I shouted — ‘ more than enpUgh } ’ 

‘ Very well, then,’ said William Martin, dashing off 


borne, It is true, witii piide and ioi*titudo ; but it was his bluc'k cui'ling wig, removing his whiskers <if the 
easy to si>e its throbbing pulsations through all the fame iH>Ioar, and gis ing Ins own light, but now cropped, 
forced calmness of the sudace. Her aunt, of a w'caker head of hair and clcan-bh.ivcd cheeks to view. ‘ i^ow, 
nature, sobbed loudly in tlie fulueas of her grief; and tbeii, send for the police, and let them transport me : 
the children, slirluking iiiatinctixdy in the chilling 1 richly merit it. 1 married this young woman in a HhIbc 
atmosphere of a great calamity, clung, trembling and name ; 1 robbed her of her money, and X deserve the 


half terrlUed, tho eldeat enpivially, to their motiier. 1 
did not insult ibem with phrases of coudoionee, but 


bulks, if anybody ever did.’ 

You might have lieord a pin drop in the apartment 


turni’si the conrdrsation, if buch it could bo called, ujKm whilst the repentant rascal thus bia>ke; and wh(m he 
JJUjir future home and i>rospects in Switzerland. Some ct^ased, Mrs Allerton, unable to bc^^ar ux> against the 
UtSe hod thus elapscxl when my combative propensities tmnultuous emotion which his words excited, sank 
were suddenly oroubcd by tlic loud dash of a cainuge witliout breath or siuiMtUon upon a Kofn. AMSi-»fan(*o 
to the door, and tho ^lercmptory rat-tat-tat which fol- was buinmuued ; ' mid wliilbt the as yet jmiK‘rlc( tl>- 
lowed, 1 felt my cheek flame as I said * ‘ They denmud informed sc*rvants were miming fiom one to anotlur 
admittance as if in iKis&ession of an assured, dc»ciflod with jx'htoratlves, 1 l^ad leisure to look an)uiid. The 
right. It is not yot too late* to refuse possession, and Widow Thorneycn;fl, who had dn>piKHl iiilo a chair, b.it 
take the diaiu^s of the law’s uncertainty.’ gazing in bewildered dismay uikhi the straimor, who 


take the diaiu^s of the law’s uncertainty.* gazing in bewildered dismay uixiii the stranger, who 

Mrs AllertorvJhoiik lier licad with decisive meaning, still lield her lately-discovcreiJ iiiece-hi-law in his arms ; 
* I could not be&c it,’ she baid in a tone of sorrovrftil and I could sec tliehot perspiration which hod gathered 
gcnthgiess. ‘Bu^^ trust wo sliall not be intruded oii her brow run in lorgc drops down the while diaunelb 
upollit* ' , which they traced thnmgU tho lliick rouge of her 

J hurried out of tibe aiiartment, and met tho tri- cheeks.^' jit b*w+ 

ttrenliimt claimant,. I^ained tho c;iB«wf.*Wlia» 1 

a«c( auggoatod that ^ ’ c«“ft » AUwtr-^ ^ ^ Thonwy 

i^rMldTra^OT^th^iiWi^^ *'?r**’ time, iwcrend air,’ aaid hfr Hint ,vith 

I ciior ana i ran over the inv jMthoss. ‘ is either a ndien- an iSen.n/,... i r i 


message Dtpm ladies, expressive of a wish to bo Which lie at last made^ pleaded for JMy mgl so did 
gone at Otm If 1 would escort thorn to the hotel ; and bis pretty-looking wil^ ; and un a>| ^^|fAAj4bi|t 
who was nowliere to be found, could follow. I mistaken bride’s dowry was restoreiSISI^^ 
liastonad to comply with their wishes ; and wo were over, and that a tavern was takomlHlinm in Picca- 
^Ut to issue from tlic tVont drawing-room, into dilly^—lhe White Beat t tbinMirwas— where they 
which we bad passed through tlio folding-doors, when lived comfortably and happily, T liatc beard, for a con- 
we ww oouflronted by the widow and her party, who SiUrtrable time, and having conaidembly added to their 
hj^ Jwirt leached the landing of the great stairouao. capital, removed to a hotel of a hig^ grade in the 
we ww hack in sikmce. The mutual confosioa into City, whore they ntw mSde. It was not at all anr- 
which we were thrown caused a momontary hesitation pris^ that the devgymau and t4h6r» had been dcceivod. 
only, aid we WeiW passing on when the btstler suddenly The disguise, and imitative talent, might liave 

Bppdwedi , , . , . misled persons op thsair guard, much more men utisus- 

‘ A geutliniiil,* he saM* *aii offieer, is at tlm door, pidous of deception. The east in the eyes, as well as 
Who wlsl^ tp ddd a Miiii Mada Bmsbury, fortuieriy dr a general of foatures, also of course greatly 


Swindon.* 


aided the impostbie* 


i 9^ dtsoernad a strange expmsSloii Of toa lilosamond AllerStwi# 1 hhve mfly to say, for 

ta his Ckpe, eoMs me at foe e^npilt is hU I imow4 tjiat she is ifoh, nnwedded, and sllU 

*4.^. . 1 ..* r .. besautm foumfo osf mm somewhat /wss^s 


1M X had 



(M)mpaxed vdtlilieraolf ^Ppy^U^ 

I have no doubt she i«, jtidgiug ste Ih0 
11C9S of her a^ifcct the laiit time I tm her beneath the 
tranm^pt of tiie Oryatal l*ahiQe» cm the occasion of its 
opening hy tlio Queen, t remeihbei^ wondering at the 
time if she often recalled to znind the passage in her 
liib which I have hero recorded. 


NON-TKLEtiCOHC VIEW OP TUB EOfilVSK. 
A oo]Upr.EjrE eclipse of the s^a is a very exciting event 
for the astronomers j but there are others wiio take as 
great an interest in knowing how the earth anil its 
dcmzeus behave themselves under the dispensation. 
Of such is Mr Robert Chambers, wlio has scut from 
Gottenburg in Sweden to the ‘Edinburgh Evening 
Courunt * a non-astronoraical view of tlie scene, which 
we lift' in hopes may be satisfactory to many of onr 
rotulcrs. Wo all know how unphilosophically the lower 
animals arc said to have conducted tiiemaclves on tlio 
last occasion of the kind^thc oxen, for instance, fonn- 
ing into a circle in the middle of a hold with their horns 
outwards, os if they hlM believed with the Chinese that 
KcUt»o was a monster in the act of swallowing tlie 
raun. « It is pheasant to think that those animals luve 
nruininatiHi to some purpose since then, and that at 
Golh'nburg they went coolly on with their dinner during 
the progress of the phenomenon. Wo wish wo could 
sny ns much for tlio diiAision of enlightenment among 
their liiiman masters ; hut we must let our fnend tdl 
the story in his own words. 

The intrusion of the non-seiontifle being dopreeatod 
hy all the philosophic observers, 1 resolved to licail 
w hat J called a Zoological Section, to be placed in some 
eonvi'nient spot where the general eilbct might be well 
seen, and where wc should have opiK)rtuintio8 of wah'li* 
Ing the conduct of the lower animals during the pro- 
gress of the jihenomenon. We found a suitable place 
in tiie ferti](* i^l.ind opposite to Ktippen, about tiireo 
miles from OotUulnirg. an eminence about a hundred 
feet above Iho bt.i, i^hert' cuttle, horses, pigs, anh geese 
V ( re feeihnjr Here we took our station at two oVlwk. 
JhMihs li'ind-telescoiM^s and lorgnettes, with slijis of 
dimiiud al.i«s, -we liad no philosopliieal instruments 
cveept a tliormometer to determine any change of tem- 
pera lure wlii(4i might take place, and a compass to 
asi'crtain the meridian lin<‘, with a view to our use of a 
small ( hart of the position of the stars and planets w'itli 
which Mr SWiiu liarl ibrnislKnl us. I'licro bdng few 
lothi'v C u, auu 1 "n* ^ tolcr- 

fusf'd by ni) api>4ireiitly unexpected pwsenee. a lov'Jic 
at his faiv and head disHipated a luli-sin>piei(m that 
li.ui arisen in both Flint’s mind and my ovn, 

1 asked him a few quebtions relatn e to the sojourn 
of his mast<‘r at Bath, and tlien said; *X wish you to go 
with me and see this our 

paibyT xno dulling of the daylight was soon detected. 
Then the wind, which blew briskly, was felt to bo 
chUly. Glasses were lumded tfom one to another, that 
each person might have an opportunity of trying all. 
Kematks on the amount of the sun's body obscured, on 
his ajipcnrance as ho gradually assumed a crescent 
form, and on the slightly-irsggea cltoractcr of the edge 
of the moon, passed between us. I kept a good watoh 
upon the animals round about ; but cows, horses, 
and geeso all alike continued to feed, as if nothing 
imiisual were impending. In the midst of my anxiety 
on this Bultl^ot, tlie neighbouring iSsmer sent boys to 
(IHvo homo his conrs, thinking that they would be saj^ 
Uxere, and, notwithstanding our remonstrmioes, we lost 
the attendance of tliose ruminants. Afl)er aA, they 
were loft out dose to tbo house, and a Ubdy was good 
enough to take her station there to obssste tlMt* 

It may be readily imagined tltat as the simmmht of 
total obscuration api^iiaacM the exetteMnt waxed in 


inMtity. lit was indeed scarcely possible at that time 
to mai n t ai i anything llko coolness, so anxiens wofo we 
ati to ma» the best use of the short time wbkii wo 
knew was to be allowed to us, A great dulncss had 
how takdh possession of tlfe huulscape, and settled 
in ghastly fashion upon every upturned countenanoe. 

Yet, while even a vuiy thin slip of the suifs body 
remaiAod out ho maintained a very eonsUlerahle bright- 
ness, and the sky in that quarter was full of light. 

'j^o degree of illuiniuation over the fbee of the Axunlry 
sccipod to mo much the same as that which prevailed 
during the annular eclipse of It was a good 

twilight, but of a very peculiar hue, and shedding a 
I sort of horror over external nature, instead of the 
usnftl soft shades of evening. On the whole, however, 
there was les'* darknc'ss up to thl^ time than might 
have been antu'ij)d.ted. I could almost say that the 
change of the temperature was more intrusive upon 
our observation. The thermometer hud sunk from 
07^ to 59’ Fahrenheit, and tlie huiics had all found it 
necessary to invent themselves in shawls and cloaks. 

The lost thing which I remembor obhcrving just 
before the sun was wholly covered, was the deep gloom 
of the sky in the north-woKl — a frown like Ilut which 
heralds the most dreadful storm. The moment of the 
totality was a striking one, for the transition from the 
considerable light doscribwl to tliat vtry miuh reduc'd 
amount whidi attended conqilete obscuruliuu, was 
exticmcly abrupt. 

‘At one atiidc coiiie> the dark.* 

Wq suddenly found ourselves able to look at (ho sim 
(bo to speak) witli the naked eye. There we were*, 
gazing fearfully on the w'-ontlious object in the western 
sky, wlule exclamations of wonder and awe bui»l 
confusedly from evtry hp. It was, ns it 'wore, a bliuk 
sun with the usual corona of radiation flanimg aioiind 
It ; but only for a short space, and the colour chaiig(‘d 
to a blue livid tint. Home wuo eager at thii moment 
to deli*ct the stars, othorb to obberte the eouduet ot the 
animals; but in the fluttering horror of the mhuc, .md 
the intense boUcitude about the br<‘vity of the oppoi tu- 
nity, less was done than we could have wished. We 
readily found Venus, which wa*» a little way ladow the 
sun, to the right; but I vainly looked for Mercury 
equidistant in the opposite dirc(‘tiou. .f u])iU r pn*sent ed 
himself near the mendian, and bome on<‘ was cHiuvincetl 
he saw a star, which I think must have been Alpluirut, 
in an intermediate position. Meunwhilo onr fliK’k iif 
gecbo went c;ft‘ homewards, flapping their wings, and 
our host’s watch-dog ran away in a strmigely e\citi d 
observed a canary, which had lK*(>n 
sliMbtcHtr at the bottom of itb cage. 

She wouhl not, liowevi^Wng, Another found the w ilil 
a court of law. SometlnoJ||||nxit a spot near us, wluie 
thereafter come to light tluu^. The cattle, however, 
and the horses ^eal jgnued to feed, as if nothing 

had bei»ii the matter. 1 liad iWllimipoi tmiity of obborving 
any birds ; but the lady <vho attended to the cows saw 
some chickens leaping in n singular manner ul the flina- 
yard, and she heard tlie cocks crow several times. 

Although tJottenburg was only a few miles from the 
ccplre of the shadow, 1 cannot say that the darkness 
nearly amounted to that of a moonh^ss night. I sup- 
pose that diffraction theoretically forbids our looking 
for perfect darkness— iho light from beyond the shadow 
pressing in to some degree all round. Never tlioh\ s, hy 
a natural exaggeration, even scientific ol>servers have 
spoken of tko totality as a transient night-time. My 
report would be, timt tbo darkness is very groat, iu h 
a thing ocaamVio during lh& and words cannot con<^ 
vey asensoofthcimprtissionitmakos onthcbclmWWS: 
but it certainly is fkr from being comparalfio^ ba point 
of obscmrtfr, to true nigh*. Our se^tng only two' * 
planets aiuif one star throughout the ^ Hty sednus 
suiBotot proof of this. t < , 

— , 



'Bi&t^^^hbwevcr, are. 

■ ■C:^fev.8jty;dttriiig'':tliib,i^^ head and’ 

; ■ '.The' whole 

:V ■ ' ■ or. storoyard, 

:■; Ijighilh tihe;;0|^il^^i^r;:;-:i1iehthe.glt)oin1^r?jdtddly-.:> Of past 

^ ■■■shift^l tc^'thi^")^ dawrt’be^n:i;ii^v'i^ih^;'.;B^e.k«i;#ahli®^^^ wains- , 

the EK> terrihlo a iVown/ counters, 

if I weaP^: Simoat ^loektf of ktoue* bii« of rolls of lead, iron- 


■ ripe tMiu^h^ toll by What sense it is uiat lie becomes tnut^f wmca Jsas; a name^ro many tUiiigs 

winch haTe neitli«3Pf>tre stored; 

too short threc-and^a-half mmutes d»n(!^ in^tho^^to the rear of his 

pieniing illimiinatioii broke out, an- residence. Itc will buy anything ^and; everything wliitdi 
; pkpently fro the eastern Uinb of''tI»e the regular dealers have rojc^t^—fi^nvt^^^^ roof of an . 

Vbbwmi^^^ that all was over. Tht^re old house to its rotten kitchen -floors and the 

now nothing new to occur; Ibr of course the clear- wardrobe of the to and 

ing of the sim was just a reversal of ijio process of his grease of the 8CulUon'*wen<^h. Btodos a good cbnnec- 
obscuration. Our party, theretbre, instantly proceeded tion aniorig the medical * practitioners of his district, 
tb act as if the eeiiiise wCre at an end, gathering up whom he supplies with phials at a fraetibn under the 
their instmmebta and oilier articles, and preparing to market-price,he has IntimateN^toions with Moim^ 
toye htoeWa^ds. 'though it was still a kind of dusk, l>ti*eet and Hag Fairr—tho dentons of Which localities 
we felt tot to ordinary world wns^ restore<l to us. clear oft‘ his collections of * toggiry* at their periodical 
1 am glad tb learn to-day that at least one of our visits. His dci>bt is tlie daily resort of little speculating 
tomMdb dbto been fortunate enough to Iniilders and repiurers; and ho reaps a consulerable 


otorye those rose-coloured prominences, from the profit by the ready sale to clieap contractors of an 
obscurid i>bdy of to sun, tvhich have been observed indhite variety of materials %vluch it is possible to 
bn several former occasions, hut are hitherto matter work up again in the construction of a new edifice, 
bf ctmsiderable doubt. It is probable that some pro- "He has a standing agreement with the artists’ colour- 
gross wit! now be nnulc towards the clearing up of that men, to whom he scrupulously transfers all the old and 


} *' mystciy. 


M'ell-scasoned oak and mahogany panelling tluit comes 


We have had a great deal of amusement in hearing in his way^ and by whom it is scicntillcally primed and 
of to inaimcr “in tyhich fhls eclipse was regarded prepared fbr the artists* use. 


beforeiiaud by tlie ignbrant people of this country. 


He is, moreover, a builder in a small way liimsolf. 


6onso of ala™ was felt amongst to peasantry In this department he i$ what the Americans would 
; in some places agri- call a smart mam Having a sharp eye for prospective 

otolto were suBiJcnded, or very imperfectly advantages, ho is Often unexpectedly discovered to be 

S iifehito* A clergyman Of the neiglibourhoorl, the the proprietbr of a: little square patch of laiid lying 
r pf toton, preached that to world was direc^tly in the triick Of a new suburban street, where 
coming to an would undertake to he has run up a wooden hut, tenanted by an Irish 

survive the eclipse. Yostenlay Itouror, and which lia? to ho purcliased at a swingtnng 
it was found that some out to be washed price Wbre the Hew bnildiiigs can be completo. He 

todd notto got reatly, by of to f^-****ofs under has a do8^ or two of nondescript cottages - (jucor- 

Whjeh to “*!nie daughter of itK>khig compilations' of old bricks and oUler timber, 

our fricnd*s cook came here in the morning, that she perched uiwn ‘spec.* in the precise path of the advancing 
and her inpther niight perish together ; wliile another improvements in xltoront quarters. He constitutes 
dauightor, unable get leave from her mistress, bit- hiinself not the pioneer, but the stumbling-block in tiic 
toly :be>yaW her being debarred to same mato <>f civilisation* He is part and parcel of the 

Anotof *»oljun was, that the language to rubbish %yhlch has to be moved out of llie way. His 

wouldto ChUngpd by^^^t^^ I rather think there ercctious to built up to bo pulletl clown— the sotnicr 

is a kind of ill-WiJl felt towards us English, as if we to betto him ftot In^ of this nature 

other day by to tonV'pii jiurpw to havg a dimistroup efihet the public, through tl^* 
The clustering of groups' intri^ttction of veniun : immed into new 

^ tod totoxpt^sstens of ftstQnisto<?nMnd lerror, w buHdiiigs— hla colonised old brinks being invariably 

F gin tjSjcl, have formed n by 119 metos unsuitable study wdrfcckl up in tlie partyi^walis, probably to save the 
to Section.-" Tlie low state of Sweden troubfe ato expense of carlang tom away; Though 

in pOikt; uf odtot*hn, aiM> the natural effects of sucli possessoci of a vast amodht pf a rather equi vocal ' 
a phtoomtotonto to topiiglUtmed mrn thus descjriptioh but little ready 

'•■ ■nionoy,,atFiSrtomi^tod'l;to'-to.^ 
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much per do^oiL Boot^ shoofl, boxee^ liami)or8^ 

}iats, old clothe«y old books imd papers, deal-boards, 
and abandoned utensils of every sort, an* all dospatchod 
with equal celerity ; and hnvinff informed you that 
‘thirty bob is his money for the wlw)Ie bilin' — take >m 
or leave Vnr— a sentence, by the vrny, from which you 
could no more move liim than you could transplant 
Niatrard to Sj)italfields— be politely insinuates that he 
will, if it is any aeeconmodatlon to you, leniovc the 
broken ftlass into the ttargaiu, whi<*U, as hu^i^ known 
to deal very lar^jcly in that material, is not gn^atly to 
Iks wondered at. 

Bam Sundries is considered a substantial tradt«nutn, 
and ‘ warm man’ by his coniiKHjrs m Inn iiumediatc 
neighhourhood, and piques himself not a little ujson 
that respectability, which, having iichicved for hiiiHeir, 
he proudly reganls as his inobt vdUiable posbCbStun. 
Though ho and his wllt>Ie family live np to the eyes 
ill lumber of every iniagiiiable sort, and may he hwii 
of a hot summer day dining together from a iMmnd of 
apoeryphal sausages, forked out of the frying-pan and 
caught upon ii Iiimch/of broad, yet the pride of iiule- 
pc*ndeiu‘e gleams in ^vi*iy eye, i^'om the young bottle- 
imp who rattles shot in oily jdiials the livelong day, to 
the indefatigable mother of the seven Sundries, ^ho to 
the eare of her iiuiiXTous family adds the service of the 
.shop. Sam has a host of imitators in the various dis- 
tricts in mid around London, of the majority of whom 
it m.iy be said tlut, laeking bis spirit of speculation 
and his conininnd of a spei‘ies of natural arithmetic, 
vvbicli togetlier have been the foundation of his bucei‘ss 
— for he is utterly devoid of education- they eut hut a 
sorr}*^ tiLHire upon sin.ill and uncertain gains. Their 
sliops ahouiif] ill the ii(*ighh<mrh(io<l of SaflVoii Hill iwid 
tlie (\)wgate, and in the wliole of the hack-way track 
tliat leads IWim liiipiorpond Street westwiml, and in a 
liuudred similar localities Ik'skIos. Many of them are 
professedly brokers ; Imt the last pageof th(‘ nuctioiuer’a 
catalogue is their vaile-niecum ; and they may bi^ swii 
straggling into the saleroom at the tenmnat ion of the 
day’s business, wlu'u the regular professional brokers 
are leaving, with tin* view of monopolising the few List 
lots of sundries at their own in ice. In this laudable 
piirjiose, however, they are often defeated by the pre- 
sence of one or inoie stnnlyold tlovvager cook or Iiouse- 
kiH'pi r, or owiKT of a loflging-house, who having sat 
doggedly llnougU (he whole sale without bidding, 
elevates her sonoi’ons voice at last in favour of the 
entire shoal of p<»ts, pipkins, pans, and i>ickle-jars, 
whieU are knocked down to her at their full v aliio, to 
tlie rage ami constermition of Ucr grim and aggravated 
rivals. 

As the current of business docs not flow very briskly 
ill l!u' narrow, tortuous, and poverty-stricken thorough- 
fares where nei*essity bus oomp<‘lled these dealors in 
odd.««- and -ends to locate their shops, they ^nd tlioni- 
selves eoinpelled to sally fottli iu pursuit of that 
tralHc whicli in some shaiio op other is indisiKmsable 
to tlieir existouee. Having no very profound or 
scrupulous (onvi<‘lions on the score of morality to 
contend writh, their iuvoiition and ingenuity have fKv 
scope} and many and various are tho machinatioiw 
and contrivances by which they manage to recom- 
mend th(‘ir services to Certain sections of tho public. 
A small hond^bUI, not four inchetWfcquare— both paper 
and print being of tho last -dying - speech -and- coii- 
fe$sion quaUly^is lying upon our desk os we write. It 
was picked up in tlie area, where it had been dropped 
for the spcc>ial information of the servant-girl } and it 
instructs all whom it may conoenb ami fomalo domes- 
tics in particular, that John GK— -*» of — — liSne, 
Clerkenwell, Ogives the best price for bones, bottles, 

' rags, and kitehen-stuO; ail sorts of woaring-^ppsrel, 
china, class, and every description of property what- 
ever, wmoHf, trpulf^e or incotmm^ncfi ;* and tliat 

the said dohn - * may he relied 'dpon m tiU arom- 

^ 

stancea.* JAnother, issued by a member of the same 
fraternityl copies of which are plcntifolly eirculstod at 
the npprolch of every recurring qnurtor-Uay, am! which 
is palpably intended for the grave conMilerarion of 
‘htiulsdf houses* who may ]>o eonleinplating a march 
by moonligltt, enlarges upon the immense conveiiieneo 
protfbrtHl by Kzta L — * wlio has moiiL'y at eoumnmd 
to atty amount for tho especial lurommoilation of liis 
friends, and who will take charge of their securities, of 
whatever kind, at ant/ Araowiulvaneing the umfTul 

Inforo removal.’ These disinton'stoii anuoum emmas, 
there can bo little doubt, procure them favour and 
cncouragoiricnt foom eortaiu fiei'tions of the community, 
and nia> go far to lu'count for the abnormal increase in 
tha amount (»f tradesmen’s bills, so myat(‘rigu« to unso- 
phisticated lionsekoeiiers ; anti also for (he sudden 
abandonment ami disinantling of many a wcll-furnialied 
house, tu llu‘ alarm and constern.it ion of Uie defrauded 
iuiidiorii. But these aie bi»ld speculations, contrived 
and cairied into execution by the choice spirits of the 
class— till* underhand NnpoUons of industry — and an,* 
far above tlie genius and enterprise of tho great ma- 
joiity. Honesty is n j^olicy with some, who to their 
profession as general (leak is luld the exercise of some 
useful craft, whi(‘b, when there is no demaml for it at 
home, the 3 '^ carry forth into the suburbs, lilting uj> their 
voices iiiitho hlrtKqs, or making aj)pli<‘alion at the doors 
and an‘as. Tims if ^onr parlour- window has a broken 
p.me, and 3 "ou do not immediately' stud for the glazier, | 
it is odd'* hut one of these travelling professionals i 
knocks at yonr door, and otri‘is to do the necessary | 
n»pair.s at fivc-and-lwcnly jmu' cent, less tlian tho trade- 
jirice; which, having consented to, you lind, from the 
quality of the glass he lias inseited, is no hurgaiu after 
all. Others immd (Mm»-chair8, and will weave a new 
seat in the cuuise of an hour and a half, at the eliargc 
of iiinepenci', iueluding the materials. SouK' are un- 
lieenscil hawkers of cliina and glass; but they evade j 
the penalty pronouucid by the aet of parbamenl by^ 
nTusing to take mono} for Iht'ir goods, which they 1 
barter for any species of domestic refuse or cast-ofi* 
apiiarel. Of these tJiere are a veiy numerous elus«« vriio , 
perambulate periodically a regular beat, and who ki'ep 
up an extensive connection in the prosecution of this 
kind of barter. Not a ft w of them are ashisted by' their . 
wives, who divide tho labour with them, taking alter- | 
irnte journey s. The co-op(Tation of the wife is found 
of conriderabie advantage in the dcparlment of trade, 1 
as by bm* means a grenltT degree of familiarity witli . 
the patrons of tliis kind of connneree, who are iuva- ’ 
liably fcmaU>, is e&tabhdied Hum could ever be accom- 
plished by the Ctijolerics ol the husband nloue. When 
he 8lart ’„out upon his txpedhion, he carries a large 
basket on his he.id and a ca^iaclous su(‘k slung upon his 
slioulders. He lakes Ins silent vvay along the uceus- 
toined track, never ripening his lips in public, but 
calling privately upon his •^‘veral patrons. * Any thing 
ill my way to-day, m.inn?’ is his modest aiqieai. If u 
negative is returned, he loses no time, but vanishes at 
once. Should, howev-cr, the .sliglilest symptom of hesi- 
tation be mauifested, down drops tlie basket upon the 
dour-siep, and the glittering display of glasses cruets, 
bowls, basins, jugs, and dishes, soon operates a dixMsiri' 
effbet. Tho contents of his basket are gnulually cx- 
cUnnged for the cxuviai uf the various incnibeis of tlu‘ 
several families on bis list, or for snob household requi- 
sites of a portable description, whioh with liim com- 
prises a wide range, as long service has divested of 
their origligil integrity and re.spectttbilily of appearance 
— all which go into tho bag, very much, thc‘re is scarcely 
reasen to remark, to tho advantage of the peripate|bu; 
dealer, who, In reverting to tho olouiedtary practices Of 
commerce^ becomes net'c^rity fhim his pcMition 
own api^tscr and umpire. ""Hie waive he earnoii Aihout 
witli mm, for disposal arc uniformly the tfofimtlvo and 
rq|ooted productions of tho pottmoa at)d Kk^houics, 

V 
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::yaa;e^.^i-tys'|»fe0i^ 

:■ ^th'i 

liberal b^nio 'tli^' 

they ''bolSly -oflEbt • 
tor -botitles ::wliidi your'^'iitrina-- 
lrtl*SblUii:;a^::5ro^ ibr two. But, in^ fact,. 'bottica tbey 
ii^On’t more tiiLiin tbai, bottles they 

ha^bv ■ : ibllowing scene, detailed by an 

|Mt|eii:bxei^ ■ ■ V^' 

-'Kater Two-TrampB with-8i^ 

. ^ . . ShattUera.;; . . •. • 

yah 1 Now; ladies, bring out your 
hotil^ sbillins a dozen for 

bottles ; how % ybur tiofie ! Br&g out your old clo*os t 
tl^ree shiltto a doreh^bottles, ho ! bottks ! bottle— 
ottle— ott|e4.*0ttlc^ott^ [With a gurgling mm like 
m/ptibn. ^ cfe>u&/«-afoaryn»»i an uncorJcM h^ttU of 


l^rat true 

:^i|^..0f®o.,tra4S*ietibh.: ■ ' ■ ' — - ' .... . 

;i:^I^ modes of dieating are asjVitiiouB as those of 
gktlag h liToiiriood. The aboye but one sample out 
bit ^btlS^ds of thb ; which the simple are 

■di^^::J^t^d,.rby^^''^ knares 'of ..the 

'■'■ • examples' 
;'whbi,''iifceB^ under 'Uieir;- . 


Secom 2Va«if?. Yah — ah-r-ah 1 Now for tlie old hats 
and bonnets ! i^eyer mind the dustl NoiV for tho 
old coats and gbwnds, pangtyloohs and ga^i^ers— hainy- 
tluuk 1 Bumma^ *em out — now *8 your time, ladies I 
FaHnefs^Wife^ (^Palling Jrgik the casetnent.) Here, 
come in my good man ; I ’Ve got a mort o* bottles. 

Bevtifi changes i^ainis?housn Kitcheui. Tho Ooodwife dragsibrth 
a coiinie Battles, and taiiks them on tho Floor. 

jFVrsr7%?npi Now, look alivei Nod. Go over them 
tlimre bottms while 1 looks at the toggery. Where’s 
thfe" old 

#\iiwisrV Clot^^^^ I got no clothes to Bell as 
t know of | X liaven’t a sed nothin* about no clothes, 

■ 'First 1 daresay you can look up a few, mann. 

\Can^:^uy^ and no do’es; must be some o- 

both sb^da^^^^ Bottles is very well, but must be 

■■ ■ let -me see.;- ..there be an old ' 

coat Xd^^^ lia’ donc wi': I’ll go axid 

see. Set^ ito a m^hlt. [Fxitf and returns in a few 
minutes With pair pantaloons.'] Here io n 

coat and irbuserB l Wliat bo *e gwaiu to gimmy for tliey ? 
^^they baiiii tery bird done by you see. 

First a look at ’em. Como, I’ll 

give you:a shiiUdf^ the — eightpence for the coat 
imd fourpenoe the pants. 

: for tiieas coatY WhOy, 

your, ’ahsotne face- 1 ;How d’ye- . 

there Coat- when' 

.T '*m a mye:;'tlu^\6hillln bottles'?-^.' 

. ' V' 'TnCSe .is thun*-: 

:ilsp':them 






nUdwiy :■ 

beihyfe':-4be''' ■■ 
auspices of a bla& doll susi^mdied^ the door- 

way 'Steep o^^bottse foi* 
and gieasei aad^ to 

Yrenoh polii^^to fhrjtiture-brokei^. ^ on a 

branch of cbmmtoo Wliich necessities of a nume- 
rous section of society hare caBed inh) being. In their 
dark and din^ shops and sheas tb^ labourer and 
the sbahtily-poid artisan duds, at a price (mmmonsurate 
with lus; means, tlie yatious utensils and appliahees of 
such humble housekee;ping as . lie Can aflferd to main- 
tain; and but for tote such a market ns their 
obscure depositories supply) Ibdhsauds of our fcllow- 
creatures would be reduced to shift without tho domes- 
tic conyenienccs of llfb. It is their task to rescue from 
the fire and the axe, and torn tlie very jaws of destruc- 
I tion, the worntot and abandoned implements of house- 
wifery aiid comfort contemptuously cast forth from tho 
dwellings of the upper and middle classes, and to refit 
and re-establish them for the accommodation of the very 
poor. /In the exercise of this vocation they arc found 
to manifest a degree of ingemiity and iierseveraiice 
worthy of a better reward than it sometimes obtains, 
seeing tliat tho parties with whom they have mostly to 
do are even more indigent than themselves. That as a 
class they ai^ frequently intimate 

relations With the poliqe ftirce, and find their wander- 
ings conflUed for a season to the limited area of a prison 
cell, does not invalidate the fact, that tliero are among 
them many honest and woithy individuals, to whom 
the world is indebted to much painstaking tmd ill- 
requitod labouTw 


BROADSIDES. 

This is npt ah article on naval warfare. Onr broad- 
sides ore merely those sheets of paper printed on one 
Sidev-that toy toy ^ for public perusal on a 

wall or some conspicupus ^ace. They are otherwise 
called placards, and to French call tliera affiche,% on 
account ^ The term broadsides 

is one of late Use in to world, wdicre it 

has tobme a paSisioh to collect these documents, their 
CKidityv absurdity, and trifiingness Iwing generally 
considered to enhance th to value. Nor is such an 
appreciation utterly gtpnmiless if we coiisidcr the 
nature of to 

tended to be merely^/temporary^ and to expihsB the 
h^hltements . tod - agttatiou^ hf the moment. 

■ are 

"tovtoy-^-aih’^'^totoy^tod rdhstroy^*?* ■■' ■ ' He.uce.' ■. 

ttnpi^w in n 

as','. 

and: ;pres-:'| 

; 'dcttlS^el; ■ ■ >liho: ptoy /.'idde^ ;;.. ^ to ^ 

luhjpmatito'-/'': A' ■'ieiHto.'';'of '.:;■ 

lsS00n 

btoepr: ■ ■/:./■ 
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lion anfl learning, and afford a valuable (ibtti>ier of the 
ljisi<»ry' of the human rai*(‘. Bctbixi tin* invt ntion of 
j>rintiuflr tin’s form of auiiouncemeut, by wldoh ono 
dwunumt could bo read by many, mast have lK*en of 
f?ivat iniportanco, fls tho only method, lH‘sidc 8 vocal 
11 tt Cl a nee, l>y vhich news or statements could be 
rapidly made imlilic. But iu barbarous times tbo 
iiiipoitnncc of tin* placoird would necossarily bo limitc*d 
bv the mniibcr of individuals able to read. Scriptun* 
fuiniHlies many holeinn Instoneos of this kimj of jiubU- 
ciitiou, and tlio stuilent will remember ViPf(irs oomph- 
nii nt to Auuustas, afUxed to htu iiabico and claimed by 
llathyllufl, hIioui the iKiofc so eflcotually oi.|K)sil, by 
afljxm<< some imperfect lines which the false nppro- 
jinator could not complete. At Inter times in the same 
city, an cndlobs flucccbsLoii of placards riM'oivcd the 
nuiiiorablc mime of rasqulnodes or Pasquila, still used 
by literal y collectors, and applied to whatever is short, 
witty, and severe. It stiMiib to lie coiibidcied essential j 
to a p.ibquil that it bbould bi> maiuaous, and calculated I 
to solve no piod purpose. Tlu* onirin of the term is 
cuiioiiN.^ Near the Urbini PnJac‘e at Bonie was lhi‘ 
iMWitli of a dioomaker, or, as h(‘ is sometimes tc rmed, a 
t idor, named Pimcjiiuio Centuries must have oliipstKl 
siiici lie existed, as the writeib at the eommeiuvnient 
I of the seventeenth century bptak of Ins shop as a 
m.itter of tuulitioii; lliat shop, it was said, had bi en a 
ceiilieof wit and rLpiirtee— a phu-e of idle, ust less chat, 
as the moralists lall it. It chanced that afler Pas- 
qiiin<»s (hsitli, a colossal Imt mutilated armed %uix‘ 
was duj^ u[) ill tlic m i^hbouihooil, and cn*cled iu a 
conspK uous j)lac(‘. It became a ))riw*lioe with tho citi- 
/eii'» who had wiitteii any bitter, peisoual j^ibes which 
I the> (haired to imblish anonymously, to write them 
I out and insti* (hem on tho btutue. Tims the fraejment 
i ' of btatiiai) haviiif? b(‘comc a silent eouimuiiicator of 
, llio sum* Lind of bitter wit whieb emanated from the 
tiadi sinan’s liooth, succeodod to his naim*, mid boro that 
n mu of ‘Pasquiuo’ bo 1 ouk» fhut its ori^jin may bo 
Muisideied iloubtiul. The batires or lampoons wore 
tftiurall> pastid on the statue during the night, and 
hen*, in the eintrc* of papal authority, appeared some 
oi the most bitUr uttaeks on the reigning pontifl’s: it 
was, ninloul, llic iinportanoe utliibuted to those that 
made the term jiasqmniwlo ho colebr.itcil.'*' 

'J'his lends ns by uss<K*iation to another and more 
s(*iioiH kind of iilacard wliii*li came to be* levelled 
tig Hint the b.imo ijuartor. The old universities of 
Kurojie weio not, like our modem colleges, isolated 
bodus with separate regulations — they had a free iiitor- 
(lunci*, a kind of masonic community, by whu*ii a 
jM'rson holding a iiosition in ono of them w as admittod 
as a brother by all the others, and hehl his rank, what- 
ever it might 1 h‘, in each seat of learning. As the 
countorpmt of suidi a unlfonnily — which perhajis 
could not have b(*en carricxl out but for the general 
fcupremacy of the poiie ovii»r all educational establish- 
ments— tho btudent wlio claimed university distinctions 
had to stand his trial or examiuatum fii the fice, as it 
were, of the whole republic of letters. Ui* Ibus Hx&l 
a pbu'urd on tho door of his college, challenging all 
comers to'dispute certain points with him, which were 
set forth in lalin, In distirtct porUows or tAcbfs. Tho 
debate was conducted in tho same language, and was 
often long and tedious ; for in those days scholars spoke 
Lalin, at least a species of it, as readily as tlicir native 
tongue, and they were folly as fond of disputation as 
the learned of tho present day. The disputant was 
cniitkxi to certain hospitalities ftom the college, and in 
particular cases, if he showed a certain amount of skiU» 
to a poemniary reward. It was througdi these dispu« 
tatiops that tho Admirable Crichton ms rio his renowned 
sensation in the learned worhl. 11^ was so perpetually 
placarding every olmrch and collcj^, however, with Ida 


defying cJIallengod, that ho almobt brought the practice 
into ridie|lo. It is mmuomoiaUxI, that a wft wrote 
I under ontj of those boastful annuuneemcnts<^^ And 
those who wish to see him may go to tho Falcon Jnti, 
whore h« will be ejihibitod alive.* This was tbo form 
in which the itinerant exhibitors of wild beasts invited 
people to their show, and it created considerable ridi- 
cule ilgainst Crichton. 

In somo places the practice of ‘ jinpugnUig,* lu it was 
termed, lingered so long that Goldsraitli profituiniy it in 
his continental wanderings. One body of lawyers in tliis 
country still keeps up tho i>ractice, and wo have wen 
at the entranee-door of the court in which they prae* 
tibo the thexeb pasted up, challenging an argument. 
This sort of intelkH.‘tunl ghuhaturship has, however, 
smlly degonerntod ; for we liavo Ik'Oii told that pna‘lically 
tho mdividuiil who requires to go through tho form of 
di^imtation, can get uo one to be at the tixiuhle of 
acting tho part of antagonist unless ho be provided 
with a counter aigiimeut fairly written out. Besides 
tbesc eereinonial oceusious, the piautice of placarding 
theses at a uiuverbity gate was a common onowlun 
any one wd^hed to tonducl an argument against all tho 
l(*arnc*d world on some point of nn])ortance. The con- 
troversial spirit of the age got out in this form us it 
now (kH»s ill newspai>eis and pamphlets. The hot- 
headed, Ill-tern jicrcd, perverse disputativo men of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries thus began and 
caiiied on their controversies. For inst.ince, a Scots- 
man who liiul been ill used, ab ht* believed, jn his own 
country, thus made an attack on it, pasting liis theses 
on the gate of a (*ollc£>e at Oxford, llis fah* was some- 
what memorable, as the act was (*onstrued into high 
treason, and ho sutiercil deatli. It is far more import- 
ant to notice that most of the great debates during 
tho lleformation wire conducted iu this form. TJie 
reiuler of history will at once* rememlKT liUtlier’s theses 
against the indulgences, pastid up tu Wittenberg at 
the febtivnl of All Saints. 

We wander if iin actual ori<4nal copy of this docu- 
ment be extant? We question it. In mibcollaneous 
collections of broiulsiih's, however, if they be a century 
or two old, ono caimot Jielp falling ou very curious and 
interesting documents. Tims in a bundh* before us, wo 
take out and nail one iir’mtcd in black letter, as it was 
the fashion to print publii* doemuents in Britain in the 
bi'^enUenlh century. It is the proclamation by Charles 
1., adjimruing the parliament of on account of 
the petition of rights, the attacks on his favourite the 
Duke of Buckingham, and the remoubtrance against 
the tax of tonnage and jHiundagc. To tliose who read 
the royal communications to parliament at the piesimt 
day, the haughty, imXH*rioiis tone of the document will 
swui startling. Tlie king says : — 

^ ‘It hath so hap])ened, by tho disobedient and srdi- 
lious carriage of those said ill-affected persons of the 
lloubc of Commons, that wo and our royal authoiity 
and eommaudmeiit have Imhui so liiglily contemned, as 
our kingly office eauiiot bean*, nor any former ago can 
parallel; and thend'ore it is onr full and absolute 
resolution to dissolve the same parliament; when‘fore 
we thought good to give notice unto all the lords 
spiritual! and temporall, and to tim knights, citizens, 
and burgesses of this present parliament, and to all 
others wliom it may concerne, that they may deptirt 
about their needful affairs without attending any longer 
hero, Nevortliclessc, we will that they, and all others 
should take notice, that we doe, and ever will dlstin- 
guisho botavcon those who have shewed good nff(.*ctloA 
to religion and government, and thobu that havo given 
thomselveit ever to faction, and to worko distuifoance to 
the peaoe and good oixlcr of our kingdome.* JJpttjf 
with this comes ia proclamation for eupptassfii^f ^ 
falae rumoturs tondilog piurliamonV egahist iU^dMn^ded 
persons ho have sp^l ahroeA false vmomrst ^as if 
the (v^anaaloua and sediUens pxopiudtiLi^ih the House 
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of Commons, made by an uttawed naa, drtporaU' in of Orange, by -Hbidi means his person may ’x cxjiosid 
niindo aiwl fortune, vhith was tUiniiltitottsM token uj to oon^r^ and to the di^xiatc and lursed atUmi>ts ot 
by some few aftu that by «mf rdyall lUthoiJry we liaa pajdsto and oth( i bloody men wt dp tin re fort sok iiuily 
commanded m adjonnimeitt, bad lK‘cii iho vote of the both to (kkI and to (mt anoth< r, th it il nn> fnu li 

wliok lloubo, wbereaa tbe ronttory the tmth ’ attcmi^to me niaik up m lura, we will plll^u^ not onh 

Tlie Outlawed 'or ontJawt^l man U an allusion to John those wbo make them, hut all the n uHkk nts m 1 dl 
Pjui, wlm hunted to tiu $c itfbld btrallbid, that wo find m nms agamatus, with the utmost si\cii 

Oil mncipal ad> iscr ot Uitso n inti Jir> at ts It BiiSgosts ties of a )U8f revenge , to their rmn and de striu ti in ' 
many ajj relkction « to find in tlie same f olU e tion of At the e one lusion ot this c mphatie rk nui ic u t ion t oiiu s 
80 tps f broadside whith appt us to h nt been hawked an * Such as have not si/ne d this nsso 

thixnigli the atrocts u# Lonilon e died Verst Wiittcn ciation may do it -it St «7nmcb^s (in the loiin foimeily 
by riiom IS I *iile of Strufloid i Little 1 m foio hij» Ik ath * < ilkd the lluko of York s Council ( hamhei ) eve r\ d u 
Thou,rh btittffoni dens not appeal in \\ ilpokS ‘ Jto) il betwei^n tho hours of ten Uid one in the foie noon and 
and Noble Authois* these veises, if they l)c genuine, fiie and seven in the afternoon* rims the n^olu 
might h i\ e gn ( n him i he tte i lilk than many who kic tiomsts w eio alrc ulj in oce up ition of a e h unher w h n 
ineluded in tluil woik Me shall m'C the fiistthieo the. Stuait monarch li«ui one c pie sided Jn a few diis 
stanrns, wlm h she w tint tlu poem has a good deal ot lus ]k alleys el iUr,hUr w ib to Lm luniun^ tlixi)ui,h Ins 


sole uin eloquent t - 

*(i I, empty )o}es, 

With all your noise, 

And leaie me hue alone 
In sweet, sod silence to heinontio 
\our \ un and fleet dtli/hi, 

M Irnsc dan;;ir none c m h(k. ai^ht 
Whilst ) our false splcnelemr duos his 8i„'ht 

Oo, and joisn ue, 

With vour false wait, 

Some olhei e isie w i^ht, 

And cheat him with 'lour fiattciing li^ht, 

JUin on his held a slower 

Of humtul favoui, we ilth, and j fwti — 

Then snatch it fiom him m an houi 

1 ill his big imnd 

With gallant wind 

Clf uyiolent aiiplanse 

Ijtb him not ic u all curbing laws, 

Nor king noi pe ojilt’s fi )wn, 

Jtut dre line <if somethin ^ like i < row n, 

And, climbing towar Is it, tumble de wn * 

The ph( ards dui mg the progix ss of the 1 -e s olution 
a bunUc of wJuth lies before us -must line been 


pilicc 111(1 osliinntuig liei new possessions Jn tin 
meanUmc inariow slip of pi] i tlu most impel tint 
of nil bigmd Cfo ISiowii ckik of piihaiiie nt, pi i 
(hiuns MVilliim ind Maiy Ihmec iiid Ihiiietss tf 
()i 111,^0 to be Jung and Queen ot Inglml linnei 
md lulami, with dl the elomunms md teiri nus 
lluieto iMlougmg* ScotUnd it will h e hs r\e I is 
not iiKiitioiKcl in this eloeuincnt it wi n sq u 
inkpenkiit kingdom it msaeting it husin in its 
own w n and its ao\ere igntv temld not h settled 1\ 
the 1 n#,lish pxrhnmcnt but tint holy jnelule 1 li 
land as a depuldelK^ an I 1 1 nice b ms it w s i 
men feoveieigiit) ot pie time Ih init il kllei ot tin 
jiiipeirtunt elocunient ih k oi ih I wuh two r^nniu i 
ipci^ whose glim lees aie at v mime > itli it s 1 miiite 
It Ueiukl dniost seem is it t) < ]nint i 1 i) It n i 
iKolnie who intended thus SMidoh liv to ] it 1 is 
tonpue in Ins (luck while ]>ie>el iiinm th I liiti mi 
hut in reality lie piobihlv tieail k I hmis If n mi 
ihe lit iho plu nd thin it it h 1 1 le I t I t > s mti h 1 ) 
Miiket, iml took tin flist tjpe that e iiii t hm 1 
A bun Ik ot pliu irds ih likely to I e is n i li in iis 
a collection is tiit (ontenU ot a piwiili 1 ts li ip 
Ihe m\t wc turn up is in nliertis nunt of a In 1 I - 
aitlited chunter, h> nu imhuhiil in iie I Mi 1 


mtiiisily (\eitiiig Altluiuph theic w is no 4(tnil | tiiegory 1 lure is some thing iiitei '(ting in th ii n 
end war, except Whit afKrw aids took p uc in Ire Ian 1 itselt is it Ind i\KUntly Ik in ad pte 1 to ne I tl 
and the nighlonds, yet tho wisest men ot the diy innuJ lies against usiin the suinam et\!i r ^ n 11 


believed a eonfiut moitibk llurc ne\ci w is per Gregory i inuly h ul adopted the simu teimnulion I 
h ips, a period in histoiy when there won moie anxiety jicusmg henve \ei with tlu IJiglil tml pntioTnini M le 
ind siueithcrcd cxeitemrnt llcne< one uuinot tomb It his been rieei led that the Utlui ot l)i I hn 


these now mule and diihty aiinouneements without (mgory w is senoiiHly disfuihe 1 m his pin! ]li d 
le numbering how they weu atone tune fi aught with retirement In I^oh fwiy Mu*,Kge>i cl lumuju i liti ii Inp 
tlu deepest vitil iiitcKst to tho breathless eiowds who with him TJic Mr M ie(ing< i> wluise pi u u I ((mii s 
read tlu m While James wis still in lus pdiee ml to hand bal itajipeais, tksued, whit is i\u> in 
the Dute h pnneo with lus almy li ul bi cn hut f untly mon oh]U t at the present d ty- to ge t some u ount e f 

his wonderful quaUheations to Rene the ])ulihi wt 


welcomed, a pueo of paper, about the si/c of m ordi ins wondertiU quaUlieations to aenc the ])ulilu Mt 
11 iry letter, and intended peiliaps foi < muldion among foith in a mwspiper, as a piete of intonnaiion win It 
numbers off jpirlnmeut an I corjioratious, eontims ‘ tho it w is impoitaut that the world shonl 1 posse bs M h it 
proposals of the Jiigrht lionoui able the Loids II did i\, ako liequintly occurs wliere such niokst rcipie'.ls 
jSoUmgbaiti, Godolphin, to the Vimcc of Orange * This ire maek, the editor to whom he apphe 1 h of tlu 
was a |)io|H)sal firom the* king, intc uded to Ik popular * J dmhurgh ( e>ur would only give ln« bl itomeni t 
as It offired to pdl *« free parliament* In another jdace is mi -uUcUntciiwiit Nay, even in that bhiipe, 
mere slip of paper, such as porters hand to ouo ixi ilte he lubtshHl on divest iiig it of us flowery dccontioiiH, 
street, IS the piiWs answer, also mtoikfcd to bo popu- imd, as we shall pcosently sce> this was not wonderful 
lar, and more sucocsstul, because moio apccifie lie he tells us, sent ^ some urtlclos eoncernmg Ijh 

proposals that the twoaumes shall he kept at an oqnil pnftfhssion of geography ind history and the lingiingth, 
distance ftom Loudon^ and tliat Tilbury >ort be put and tho Courintoer having, out of a mwtukes thwnged 
mto the hands of Uiealty- The next document is ko tlpi4, plsc^cd tliem among his advortlKe im utn, ukI by 
dilsty, stained, an^ «yitli 41 to he sun ely legibto^ft is ao doing spolUd tlio aanso of them, Mr MaokQrcgury 
the doolagaiion of tfra aasmdalion *for tlio defenUe of himself has now ordered m advoi tisemcnt of lus own 


the Protestant rehm 
goverpsaont and 
Beothiudi and 
ivas, III totoy too town 
vtoto prdtowred p itop] 


I theii lulnda, the ioutainod id Tmwj^ and mtPrpm of Asia and Africa, as fm is 

laiMi throning wotdiii the nver JfiuphrAtes, tooitod toia, and the Nik, oud 

lip oottonon ctoisej uiglot* tod ptototoioa w too IumI mctoaoidinary oeoaslons of seeing and ob- 


ittainiauung the apeleiU to he puwishod, which sSyw an account of tlu lutuu 
1 hbeifioi of to his professton,* d®, Mr MackClngory*s account of 

bri(‘f but omphatfo^ himself is, thkt he is a hcontiaie of both liws, clul and 
t tliai the Whig party gftoou, of too uniyorstjy o< Angers * Having, sintf too 
iHuoes oausb With urtos reaoe of liyswfch, to eevoral courses travclkd our all 
iNntr ioultitonod id Europe, an<i over a part of Asm and Africa, as fm is 


eottonon ctoisa^ toiler to^ ptototolnn < 


j bnrlhg hed mttoaoidmary oeoaslons to seeing and ob*^ 
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81 niiij' c v< r'Ttliinti' lomaikablo both by Ian <1 and am, In 
lilt Ouciit as wcU as m Iho Occident, ^hit nmnria of 
intiquit^ as ^ ell as what is modern, ha\mg lived at 
most of the t mits of Luiojic, t spe ti illy at that of J i met, 
ml iL those of Itily anti Gtiininy, and of litq in! 
Swit/e 1 ml, liivm^ been employed m the public | 
hnsintss m in iiiit,mtt and carryniK on the eonft derate 
designs m 1 in tiaversiiig those or the two e row ns, 
^irliu of :\ )oint couimisaioii of itSitlcnt at lUsU for the 
miiii^lers ( t ih empcroi, tlm queen of Un ^ Bntim, 
ml the Snt Geiicial’ Ho lUtimiUb that, haviu^ 
iLimned Inin, lie, intends to put the kiumled^jCi 
aequir I in these impoitint eapacitios to the huinbk 
hit) of te uhm/ "W hat he limit il ikes to U iclrlnq lit 
h hi le (l> exprt s^eel is— e vc r) tluii » Mr M le kOic goiy 
1 not, howeiei a m in ot hie vity He is not eonteiit 
Milhi i}in down his quiliflcationH m pcnci il heads - as 
hist u> te > i iph> 111 belt nee, or the like— but he fills 
Ih «(\(i d dejnilimiits with xu c mimor ition ot ixeiy 
thm w bethel i I ii e sublet t or the nunute st in die i, 
lint Jns iiunioiy lee ills (o him I bus m anmmiie iiiv^ 
his ( ipit ity to t ith j,ee,^i iphy or tope^n iphy lu pio ! 
ee N 111 tins nniiiui 1 \ictly eUseid nuj eoimtiics, I 
silintieiH pnts, mouiitainb, x Ulus, lulls, pi uiis, 

X ) K, lur hes, n\ei Inooks, e in ils, wmrets, cati 
Jiels ji uths, likes ehmiuls, hmks, sei**, pdphs 
stm hts hiys, hiihouis, shores, the toast ol the 
M eht jrni m the ehmmlof the 1 nxme the loils 
( f th K I S I thmile^, seals pro hie is, luh s 

111 r 1 mil moil ) hit s iiinus fleets, xtijs ot 
li IX ihn n s, i( I Is d fmee ot jilues land and 
XV It i (11111 puHic tllites mils intcit luimeut 
pi < IT IX n ( 11 le Is pi X isions, e il u i^e s * add so 
en in ii nil s jmuhle J ln^ is ihout \ fourlhpiU 
( Iv t ti ( le I Ills eniiiiK i ite I un lei the heilolpo 
tql One m mi icme xxhit m ifl in it is 1 > 

\ I ill I \1 Ice lu 'tiuh i mumti Mi Miek 
( 1 IV iiiusi 11 lee h 1 1 a ve ly illo, te il mm I— buch xs 
tint (i the 111 a XX hoi meutiemed h^ th old loMcims 
IS dixidm his lihi ir> intt) hooks in diximt}, ledio 
epiit) me heme, bluK-httu, 1 atm, it Hum, uiel 
leatht 1 


1 HI IIJNHOO I U\LKAL 

sttf’SK— X(i vt n 11 X ilU Xhie Oil Men m ef xxhem 
ih 1 III ilmun arc ueoted on x hlU luitli nut 

\xf ifU \f 1 1 TI 11 k * XX lilt sonnelb of w uliug ^ 

^ i Ol I M Umilohiie'" 1 think oxu poor neich 
houi mjeml t hut is dewl oi elynv, she w is s ized 
>(ster(hy loicnrton with elmlei x 

h th u Ilut iB» the most drooelful sconrgo in the 
Il mds of ^ am i, the cod ol death 

I t 0 y >e t, IMiihirij, who tan fly freim las nn 
(iriag bhifts^ Aie not eiur files xxntten ui)on oui 
f aelie iris in blaek hue s uhith no one c m detipUei I 
*.1 (> y f eould 1 1 areely sh e p tea the hoofing of the 
owl liHtmjcht, and iny wife kept pum«I> tailing out 
that she would e^ut ofl the* witelis nose, and beat her 
xvit h n bt «om It w ntS of no use , on w e at t he nnoorthl^ 
will, ns tbei foul creaturo called toi hex pxoj , ami* 
Kimelohb ^ i£ I did neil see on yon uiemba tree two 
I la< k ( in ion f xows e xxly this mennmj, aa J opened the 
doox They were holding daxk countel tQ},cthei;* and 
de younng the a hideous bi< akfasfc 
0 Jhese me Mue foierunucts of death -hirdu^ of 
Sant the /od e>l time Ihc period of ilxeu Ufeia a bun- 
dled veais, and yet how few ot them we uco on this 
(uih^ riuae vei> buds xverc doubtloss tlexguring 
the'ii own eiflVpnng, bam hmisdf does his chddien t 
J t 0 lif God only ean toU— bdt list how tht poor 
women >ondci arexxaduig, asklujg tluir mothor why 

* A ullaiousexelftination, itteh 1M the OatbCflo * Oin XrfvSyl* 

t bnmiatlu llindloo^atma 


shoisdyiog, why she is going into another stito of 
existcnbel and cxpxessmg then anxiety to kaoxv in 
what newpiftum slic xviU uevt waiidci about tor her was 
«i the woild 

2 (i 0 /f Whcthei our neighbour Iw dead # dying, 
I must say that she was an oxcniphry xvife during her 
lite, and ml surely go into a cow, an el(])hant, or some 
other^ clean thing She could not become a buttec'— 
althoU|,h her husband died long since, before the pious 
customwis prohibited- Ik. taiise sho was 8oot| to hc- 
(oine a mother feu thcisccond tunc llowevti 1 saw 
he r w itli he r eldest boy -the n five 3 e xi » old, and wh< n 
sho herself xx is about twenty— going round the pilq 
upon which hex lord s bo ly w is laid, xvith aveitcd lice, 
he ^ long grace fill locks stie animg in the wind Uam 
(lohu ’ it she lid not look like Dexi liiiself I he poor 
little bo> hell the li lited hnuel mid ^areel u])on las 
pah rnothci whowue like a stiii ketideer He 'ktuxeed 
the IS o' i blossmm ml it list set tiie to the jiih , 
hut the pri3ei lu eeuld not six 

/> A I emit J I 111 oil It 18 11 Mussed to llu situd fire 
— ‘AMiethi this mortd olhnded (md or piaetised 
reli ion traiispe smcI I iiowiiiglx 01 iiiiknowmgl3, do 
thou by th> ciiti/y e msume with the )))lv all it 4 sms, 
and be stow liu I h ippm ^s • 

Jt / 0 3 r Iheie the dou ot the hut openb if it is 
not tlir ^(loetd 11113 I p iish Ihimelohve ' how he is 
luniunv m I lookup huk like a huutod )a< K d ' 

1?/ O 1/ ll>x\3outilk Uiauhuadei* lie is ouh 
ih ud of he in., uacle in fa the d iv and so is huiixm., 
iW 1) Icfrie the pitieatcvpu s Jt woitl i put Siimbo 
s idtx out to be oi h J^ed to b tllic and dre ss aue w m eU 111 
(1 th s now tint he Ins so mmy siek upon hib liniids 
/> \es yes 3-em lie 11 ht for see tin dyinc woman 
is bioncht out T sl ill pist su p iside se> is not to 
de 1 13 XX itli ni3 presene t the jiious busiiie hs of the sons , 
iirleiig then (miiroo an I i Jh ihmin tlieywouldh ixc 
to i»(rtiim their luoHti itions D) you two, theieforc, 
ulx mee and issisl m the obseepiies ami J shill conic 
XV nil flow CIS, biiidilwoud, khousih glass, uul some 
sieiedfiie, issoenaslein 

fJif/t OH 3 Un 'Noinosk ir, M iharaj, the two sons ot 
the widoxv, are eirr3ing Jici on the little In d— slowly 
iiid sidly the) (onie 

Sjas [ IK/i/< thi fr <sm n mnes («, ttit/t tut Jcatf «s 
fithiqd ft! f tntl i ) (tun /a ] Tetusuiike i little 
more bpred tint oar mothci mn gi/e unon the holy 
iiier, and luxe her feet immersed befou she dies 
LI hi 3 go on It I busker pace and (.pe c dily re leh tho 
rtxex wheie the bed is set down, lud the inxuLdioas 
! remweil Jhe Th ihmin auixcs shortly ut the ground, 

I an I the two biothcis, sons of the dying juosti ites 
tluunsehes Rforc their Gouioo, dud jmt hm light loot 
upon the ir necks ] 

2 > A use, m> sons Ge)d h is sent yon u se xerc tii d, 
hut pjocec f ill 30U1 duty, xic e mnot weep and lao at 
like XV omen Om ot >ou must ^0 off to llit villace 
aiiei get whit IS neeessaiy foi the ohmquies Vie thit 
stay behind will bc*e the rest attimkd to 

ih /o up ti ifp led IMa' nia' Cmothcr, mother) 
f ill 3 ou se e ? r 1 

US'* L^^'* navixhi htul tpui/ff } <aU upon Gungir- 
tluio en the rufilnn^ waterfl tint wash swiy sms 
lihi^ dyin^Homan ] Say, ^Guuga, sivc me’’ 

(.)li, she eannot bpeak , let us Uy her down on this clean 
mat, and btre w it xx itji khq^di-grags 
ii M ike room for raeS SNaco hex feet in the w xter 
death lb almobt upon lior I must nnomt her xvitli 
bonio holy clay out of Gunga’d bed, and spnnUo her 
xuth its sinter ballegratna and lulsie au alieady 
be sij^e? her, al-o some swee t flow tis One ol you must 
\ bt going for tlio c ombubtibles, as tlio <1 ly due linos, * 
Brothci, hore arc five iiiiieet hasten to 
the ydlago, that money will get you evarythfng. 

Sh<^& son returns with new clgthmA Mfbouf 
pans, t!M» nscessaxy ofloring of Heo mm; mid 



t^ro coolk** bring loads of wood, conaiatiiw of two their breasts, tear their hair, and are loud in thoir 
,maundsCl80 potinde* weight), together wilJfghoo and watling, manift‘sting their feelings, like childien, by 
rosin* Being of a lower caste, ttiey retire tolli distance shrieks and tears* 

to rest ^d look on* All tliis time llio BrShmin has - ... - 

not bodildto : tho hand of tlw dying has been ^tinkled i rr /Mi.r m « tt m , 

with rivcr*-wat<’r, and the hands and chest rubb^ with II 0 M E T RU I H fe. 

mud, and pottiione of tho ‘Veda’ have been ohantod A LAtrtr published duodecimo^ under tho title of ‘ITomc 

aloud* ^ Truths for JTomo Peace, or “Muddle” Deluattd,’ * 

imparts a mimbor of usofhl hints on the Mibjut of 
Sueluls the scene that may bo witnessed doily by domostio rfitb, and rotes pretty soundly those >oun«^ 
any obserrimt person, and was alMa>s waichetl with housewives who, starlinq on false iiotioii-i, (ontine to 
mteri'Sl by tho Old Indian. As soon as the sufferer is make firesides uncomfortable and eveijbody about thtui 
certainly dead, tho body is washed and dressed accoid- misemblo. ‘ Muddle' is tlie familiar tcnii for disoitUr 
ittg to its sex, and if of an affluent person, anointed with in all its branches, and no kind of ^iuddle ih so ofli n- 
peifnmcs; the spot selected for tho pile is swept elitan, she as that whirh piovails in ill-eonduc ted honstbohh. 
and a shallow drain is dug to allow a flow of moisture Very incredible things, we are told, take pliuc in the 
towards the river. The pile is thou built, apd ghee properly muddled dwelling. Articles of a brittle nature 
and rosin mixed with the w ood and straw. The mcmtli are found to break in a inanncT siugul.irly sup<*rnatunil. 
of the dead body js now totiehed with money, and some ‘Cups slip out of the maid’s hands; and tins, iiotwlu n she 
e.itahles arc offlned. A clean new cloth is spread oi-er has li t them go, hut whilst hohhiig tin in “ns tir*lit as ever 
the pile, and upon tins the Iwdy is laid, with its hiad she could hold.” Gln'sses, dc. are coiistantl> tilling off 
to the north : if a man, w ith Iuk face towards the earth ; the edges of dressers and of tables, although <1< < lared by 
if a woman, upwards The cloth is llitn wound round eomiK>Unt jmlgcs to have bii n far removed fiorn such a 
It, aud the nearest of km lakes a lighted brand, and ilanutrons position, so that th<> Jiavo evidtntlv movid 
with nvotted face ie](fiats tho shoii prayer already back again for the purpose of dashing tin m«.ilve«( into a 
given; and while the mortal remains arc consuming,' thousand shhcis. Other arlules of fragile nnitntiN, 
such elegiac vcrbcs as those are recited from Ihcir holy but Icsh daring resolution, vary the monotonv ot their 
writ, the Bralimitt oud ioUowirs walking solomiily CMstence, aud aB«*trt thiir iijdit to tcndei (on''Hlirilii»n 
round the flames by “ getting” siieh ihips, enu ks, and contusions as no 

‘ Fooli* i. h* who for pormanonoe in the huinan T*''' ‘'T '""‘T *” ‘ ''I'.' 

•tut*-* «t«te unsolid iiU the ifom ol the plnutam-trco, , soiiMtiu- pnrtioii'^ of oor houMltold 
tiansicnt like the foam of the oc can. luimture iniioc cut of Minibn ofh n< t s the Joe kN, w Inc h, 

‘When a body foiined of five oloments, in order to arc 8ecmre fiom miiirj hvfillmt.mlliKxcr- 

receive the reward of deeds done m life, reverts to its fl\o f*“*|c®* fU't lianiiH‘iid - stools ‘‘come unglued” - 


otiginal principles, what loom is there for regret * 


nails “ woik thciuHlvisoul ’’—paint, v umsh, i^c rub 


* The earth is perishable; the ocean, the gods ihemsehes lH‘bt-niadc chairs will disloc itc tin jt ai ins 

paes away; ana bow should that bubble, moital man, fitrongc st tables break or distort tin ir li wlnbt 
escape destruction! All that is loiv must ptnsh; all that ether objects, too conanlly for sc If .inlln (u in, but 
is lofty must fall; all compound bodies mubt end in dis- ^nmilly perwrse in spiiit, will choose tin vcij iiionu nt 
solution; all life roust be coueludcd with death,* i^hc n tlu ir prose in (‘ viould bo itioMt ch sir ibU, to “ get 

«rt. ^ out-ot-th( w ly 

When tho body is consumed the ground is washed eoiner, to uhieh no living soul his evci hnl auiss 
and the ashes carefully gat heic d. The affluent pay the and m winch confrccjiw ntly no mcmhei of ilu* 1 umlv 
boatman well who conveys tlkse rcumuiw to the middle would ever think of looking I ni^pcnl to the f..( nu il 
oftlioriverto be thrown into deepwater Thoohsc- cxjktioiko and phiaseo!og> ot my M)un(T> woim n, is 
qui<» of tho iioorcr classes aie porfoimcd nciording to tho common oecurrenee of Midi housdicdd “tut'.,’ 
to their means, ''nie body is fre*qnfnt!j only halt- and the iiniilud ixistenco of tliosc lattiit niitiiiil 
consumod; or sometimes it is, after the lac o lias been ciieigies which, as comprised m the p<isoniti( ition 
merely burned with straw, launched into Gunga with “NohcKly,” are virtually aekiiowledgtd without a 
a heavy stone round the waist, to Inmish a levoltmg moment’s lie sitalum ’ 


but common spex'taede to the Knrojieaii when putre fac- 
tion comes on and the stone drops 


The young bidv who conducts her uflairs on the 
principle of Muddle has a fan oppoitimiiy ol displ iving 


The funeral emlcKl, all who have attended bathe and hcrqualiticsin themattorof hnancKiiug lIu uiount- 
put on a clean dicss at the expense of thc’ mourners, Impk Js usually her memory, and a compile aUd book it 
anci tlien rutum Iionij* and undergo a second purifle j- f 'Wlicn hIu* has to square up some trifling disburse* 
lion at the floors of their houses by holding their luiuds ments with a domestie. the follcwing count and ice koii- 
fo the fire anci stepping over it. The* niouining lasts mg probably ensues • ‘ “ J.et nw st*es I gavc^ you lOs. on 
40jty days, ami is concluded by a shradho and libe'tnl Saturday and ud, thc' day before. Was it hd ? No it 
gifts to the poor. Unlucky is he decincsi who has no must have iarn lid , for 1 gave' you a shilling ami you 
descjpndont to light tim pile ; a son is preferred, but a gave me a penny out fw the bi*ggar i then there w os 
ckughter may also perfeinntUUfmreq^^^ Bs, 6d. on Monday, and 8d. yon oweni mo from last 

The prejudices tjf the llindw prohibit the treasuring month ; and then tho U. Cd* your master gave yem for 
or ki*epsakes; no such thing is known among tho parcel-yoii brought him 2cl. back-ami flld out 
ihm ^ tho ^uus lock emt off from % hood of a of Um butcher’s bill j no, you had to give Cid, to the* 

j^h^odcMld orameiy^ cveiythmg that butcher, but you caino 1o me for the Jd., and 1 had 

bolMOofl to thsi departs is toned or given to the no coppers, so wo still owe Inm the ^il — by the wav, 
lamsimd Wggmrsicacieplitdrf In don’t foigot to pay him tho next time you go* Them 

distributed to their favoUK^ there’s the baker— no, 1 paid tlic baker nu seif, and I 

!im<mg ilte relatlvyiL but they think the housemaid paid the buttcminn; but vou got 
led as awveniirs* it not be m the cheese the day before, and J have a sort of a 
St the Jteiirt of tho Hinflcm ts recollection tliat I may possibly owes you Jor that, all 
"A "J" yo® mart teiw had left of mine, that I 

tte hiwlama and paitat told jrqti to takto flrom off the chimiusrpteco. WelL 
. Ito^WtfOTois^aaatit and cook, I think that** nearly aUl no*, fimr do jon^ 

art tim fomtap-aliw* mm — T . , * ' 

m nitfdooa Wrte mweiNw; thesijr heat , * loadon! wtnoa. jtn. 
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accounts stemd ?” Tliis tho poor cook, who is a cook 
nntl not a conjurer, finds it no easy matter to iliscovot/ I 
'Pinio and patience will overcomo all difflculties. 
Quite tnie, as a proposition ; but we need to add tiie 
qimlitJcHtiou — ‘always provided tliat one mokes a 
reasonable effort to remove the said difilculties;’ for it 
is undeniable that petty annoyances do not vanish of 
tiieir own accord. Uur author moralises on that won- 
derful amount of patience which leads some people to 
put up with daily annoyances wliich the outlay of a 
few hlnllings, or tho exertlan of a few minutes, would 
effectually remove. ‘ Narrow means, an inconvenient 
house, a disagrec^abje situation, tiresome children, ^upid 
servants; or, worse than even these, tootlia(*ho and 
an ill -tempered husband-^these are trials for wliicU 
IMiticncc is the best and almost only rcmwly ; and all 
who have pationco enough under such circumstances 
are entitled to our sympathy and admiration. Rut, in 
iulditum to tho unavoidable afflictions of their lot, how 
many go on, from day to day and year to year, with 
doors that never shut, windows and drawers tJiat 
nobody can oi>en, keys that will not lock, grates tlut 
ni‘ver draw, blinds that won’t keep up, and curtains 
tli.it won't come down — nails that tear ilicir tilings, and 
tilings that tear their nails ; and whilst profusbing to 
h(\ .ibovc noticing such potty grievances, how many 
e\I)cnd so much of their stock of patience uiHin those 
uniHtvssfiry evils, that they have scarcely any loft for 
iitoMtnhle anno>.inccs! ('oiild stick x>erhons calculate , 
at the }i>Mr's oiiil, the amount of limo and strength 
t>peiuh«l 111 d.iily struggles with only owe drawer ‘‘that 
nlwajs slicks, bo tint there is the greatest dilllculty in 
pulling it out ; and when out, it is all that anybody 
e.m cNC'r do to push it in again;” and if they could 
rc*c(»llect and helie\e tiio buigular verbal uiaiufostntioiia 
of th( ir indifUTome to “ tliese trifles Uiat no one should 
mike n moment’s fuss about, in a woild whore there 
i-i so inncli real trouble,” it is probable tliey would 
be quite as miicli surx)n*»ed as those who have long 
wondered at the p('r\orbit> which has cherished such 
n(*edlebs (‘auses of “ liollieratlon” to themselves and 
oUkts To 1 allies who do not pen vivo any in nn ni 
adding to the eomfoits and diminishing the inconve- 
iiK n(< s of our mortal life, 1 recommend tho condensnl j 
plnlosopliy of the following well-known but little heeded 
rhyineb : — 

“ Tor every evil under the sun 
'1 bore 18 a remedy, or there’s none : 

If tbcio IS one, try and find it ; 

If tbeic IS none, never mmd it.”’ 

It docs not csciip this shrewd observer, that an 
oveessive punctiliousness in keeping a house neat and 
orderly may give as much annoyance to vibitors as Uio 
diseoraflirt of untidiness. It is our own iniiMession that 
some iCnglish housewives go beyond all proper hounds 
in this respect. Tying up every article of fhmituiO 
in pinafores, they appear tb consider that ‘drawing- 
rooms’ urc toys to be looked at, not to Ikj ustsl. Of this 
spe^ues of vulgarity there are some grnx»hic definitions. 
*Tho only easy -looking chair is introduced to you as 
“ one tliat nobotly should sit upon another is recom- 
mended to your attention, as ‘*ono you are on no 
account to loan against.” Tow arc civilly requested 
“ not to draw certain curtains,” and rather uncivilly 
reminded “you should have letdown certain blinds,” 
A case is made for the cover of tho embroidered otto- 
man, lest tho dye of your garments should como off 
upon it ; and, whilst the marks of other people’s careless- 
ness are exhibited fbr your Instruction and construction, 
you contemplate tho mco of tho polished mahogany of 

C r appointed washstand In belplejis embarrassment, 
ever you shall wash yotir ow*u a word, you 
oro expected, like evciy other Inmate of jthO dwelling, 
to exist solely in K*frrenfln to the oAcesslire order and 
cleanliness around )rou; and every energy of yourxfiiod, 


at gm7 ttjomcnt of tho day, must be <axorted oror every 
energy and movement of your iKxly, to avoid yonr doing 
miseluof tfisfiving ofibnoe continually. 

‘I appeal to all who have exiH*rience In the State of 
things minded to, whether the fbeling of disorder ana 
conmslon was not prodticed in them by tho my 
precautions used for their perpetual banisliinont I A 
confusion worse tlian any mere material confusion con 
l>e— a contusion of iUoas and princiiiles, of fears and 
fidgets, of pleasures and of pains, of* luxuries aiil lum- 
lier ; an undiRtinguibhahle mixture of venial overbigUis 
and unpardonable transgressions, low seats and high 
treason, largo rooms and little minds, sweet portraits 
and sour faces, whole china and cracked temiH^rs; 
besides tho ever-recurring juiz/lo, as to whether iK*oplo 
were living in a house or tor a house ; or whotliur tho 
tilings, alKiut which such a coil is msda do really be- 
long to their ^oi^tfinant xiosscssors, or the Individuals 
who claim for thun bucli attention and resjKVt, aro 

merely helovyinq^i of tin ir thnys And, after all, 

what is tlie end obtained by *thi«i perpetual care and 
sorrow? The depnving everything about us of its 
Ian fid use, and const ‘ciuonlly of its rt»al value; tbo 
cstabhbliinent and praelico of an idolatry that tho 
veriest hcatlien might ho ashamed ot*. .... Of all 
the Muddles that bring misery and ruin in their train, 
deftmd mqfrom tho Juvo-dostroying and eorafort-kilUng 
Muddle of inexorable eleanliuoss and order 1 ’ 

Tho dete*.table meannc<»s of living ix'youd boiuslly- 
eajnuHl and available resources in very pnuicriy imduded 
among the common eirors of domestic lifr; and of this 
8pe(‘ies of dishonesty there is the more bsason to speak 
plainly, as it is too frcHiuently prat^isod by individuals 
who assuiiio airs of sux»orioiity, and arc the veriest 
bigots in matters of re liglous concern. Wc shall, there- 
fore, eoneludo our notice of this clover htllo volume 
with a quotation on tho subject of wantonly -in(‘urr<Ml 
debt. 

‘IVliat comparison is there, in fact, between tho 
guilt of th(' jHior uneducated wretch who ventures, in 
rags and niibcry, to steal from tho opparent super- 
fluities of Ills ucighbour a iiortion for his starving 
family, and the crime of tliq well-frj, wcU-dressi'd, 
much -accomplished lady, wdio sails into the shop of the 
unwary tradesman f<*r articles of useless luxury, and 
under cover of the respotq ability of her appearanec and 
the address she gives, “defrauds him of property to a 
consUlerahlo amount ?” The ragged culprit is watelusl 
and driveii from the window— the faKhionablo thief is 
wreh'omcd in complacently and bowed out grateftilly, 
with the promise that “ her esteemed orders shall bo 
attended to iinmoihatoly.” When the goods she has 
nominally puaimsed are sent homo, and they, like 
their real owner, arc readily taken in, the grand piano 
is perhaps heard in her elegantly-furnished villa, or tho 
earriagi* of some wealthier friend is standing «t the 
door. The Iad>*8 place in ehurcli and in society is 
gaily filled, and for a certain, or rather an unccrt.nn 
period, the eustt*ni and company of ‘‘ such a highly 
respectable family” are coiibidered an acquisition in 
the neighbourhood. Rut a (^hango comes over the 
spirit of the dream : in course of time the lady who 
ordered with the greatest case, is discovered to jwiy 
with the greatest difflculty, and her commands aro not 
so much esteemed as formerly. The dishonest begpitr, 
if detected, is committed to prison : Unit when things 
come tp a crash wdth tho fashionable thief, the lady’s 
husband is simply declarctl “ nnfbrtunale and if 
forced to remove into a humbler dwelling, in a district, 
in which sAb is not known* the lady is at liberty to 
pursue her fiirmcr practices of shop-llfibirig as far gs 
circumstances will allow ! Alas for the rottenness of 
the state In which such tilings are not only 
but oonmm 1 tVhat a false, what a frtnl stsihdisrSl or 
respeotsWmif is that which alJowli M^tldwals 
have lost tlioiv credit with the podmt ShStpiMliKiri tO 


cuAmms^s wimums wmal. 


mtK unblushing ccnjifidenoe in urhat quarter 
terms itf t>«8t ancietyl** 'This rarolesencss regard 
to debt Is mlu uf the most deadly eviU inllibe wotidi 
and* hiko all adehf it has its tm irom small Vg^dninga 
of praetleftl eiror, jvdd from a great and unportanr 
(h^oioncy ^ the fh^atnental principles of moral con- 
duct f . « j Tim whole court calendar does not contain 
a title eoAfbrrlng so much loal dignit>, and soimany 
eubstahtlal j^ivtlegos^ as that of a. pshson to iUi< 
rnueTup*’* • 


Kimtotra snnsiANOs aipucabiii. ro MCNUPXCTimrs. 

We hare seen a specimen of the fibrous substance of a 
plant growing wild in our Indun poserssions, and which 
may be had in anv ijuantity It has not been lu this 
tountry before Ihe fibre la long, soft, tough, and silky 
\\e hate also leoeiitd a speunicn ol the fibits of an- 
other l^a^fc Indian production, of a finei desciiption, 
whn h iinj„ht pn^bably lie cotiTcitcd into a in w and usi ful 
inaleinl ioi welting fancy stufis of a mixed kind, such 
as those made at Bradford Vvq uiidcrntand that cue or 
two bales of the latte i pi eduction baxc icachcd this coun 
try, and are for sale In the (irtat Lxhibition there aio 
senial fibrous substances well Worthy the mspcttion of 
iiiHiiufactuiers Amongst the c mtiibutions iioin Cc>loti, 
wcskfiom the tiansepf, will be found a number of thcbe, 
all luoic 01 less a<lapte<l for being spun into ^yain In 
the contiibutions fiom Spain will be louiid a bouitifiillj^ 
fine einbruikred diess made fiointht fibti of the pint 
apple, with the insciiption * IhiS duss is made cntiicly 
fi rn yam spun from the fibtc of the pinr a]>plc, and 
embroidend by hand, ly Signora Maigrili of Manilla’ 
The texture Of ihe cloth is wondu fully fino and e\en, 
and of a beautiful white. In the ( Inna dcpartinrnt au 
several specimens of long China flax or gi ass, with the 
thiead B|mi fiou^ the sanie, nt great cvennesa, and xeiv 
fine, along with scleral puce's of cloth, bleiclied and 
uiibleacheu, as fine .us cambnc In the sttiion Spam 
will also be found samples of Sjiainsh il ix an I hei i]i, 
not well enough dressed for spinning purpohc<i, but still 
seriiceable for papex-making In this d<])iitnunt, ti< , 
18 a most interesting specimen of the innci skin ( d j.tc«t 
siyt and texture) of a tree ii<m the island of Cubi It 
18 called ^laoeiliid,’ and cuisists of the finest hbious 
Idainents arranged like nctwoik Ihu aiiLle al'uded to 
Will be found numbered 2b<l in the Spini^li efction, and 
IS exhibited by M de Ysasi Ihc Botannul Aluscuni at 
ihe Hew (jai dens, towliuh the adiuiHimc is fui;,c(ij 
tains some beautiful and euiious spei miens of filuus 
sub«ituiUo8 fiom a nutubci ci plants iiupirlcd Tkih 
tarious foreimi countries Amopg these will be f und 
the fibie of tni f)tomeb i, used in the IsthmuH of Pan iiim 
by the sboemakeis for making shoe-thread, a fibie used 
foi making nets m Now ftranada , Ct o/aiai rtt jnucta^ x 
v<(S^tabie nbrC) imported fioin Bombay and Ciyl n, with 

S ioiinums of very fino fishing tackle made fiom it, 
most Hh lustrous and tiauspurent as gla^s, as well as 
many oibei kpeennens of vcgetiblc fibns well worthy of 
oaiifttl etimmahon Ihcsc aie all to be seen m the 
upper galleiy of the nmstum lo printers, de^igotis, 
sbuwl weavers, and others, the bcauilful collection of 

g rmts, and copies of rave and curious exotic plants litid 
owe IS contamod lu tbe same museum, will afioid an 
almost inexhaustible source of study, tending to improve 
mfk ta^te and advance tbcin in their profession. — 
Afan^ J^r amim anti Ttutet, 

I , niF AOlllsilA 

Jk a fbailess, and Tof<acious oroatnra, 

Mmiljr ctusiaceayfromsy 

loeihes. tumi tou ibeit^at aud ouiea^ounng to gorgo 
Itself with tbristu th« qlu|mfclity of ftiod its most oapwenoui 
stomaoh u oapAblo pf wrttiWK. Two o« three days af^r 
a mussel bae beeif ontiro* the ihell hiM heon 

as well as hei^ at NswliU)l*i irqlat« m dehnta tk^asm^ 


•r cheny actinia, occurs afiSxed to etonce of moderate 
elses* It IS of a fino led ^oloui, sometimes the ru best 
ihe tubercles like so many beautiful iicails 
of the purest white; end when expanded (in the wafe^ 
of oouTse), it resembles a bnlhaut fiowei uiif<ld(<l to 
efgoy the sunthine. When contracted, it is hkc a 
fine npe cherry One speeituen, taken in 180S, bui- 
viTcsl SIX yesn, and produced young Another pro- 
duced a monstrosity, like the Siamese twins — two b dies 
of pale-g^eii, united by the middle, the geiieial pn^eny 
being red; aifd this youngster continued produdiig 
afterwards, litter aftir litter, of sixty, forty-thiee Ai , 
green oifes -the actinia being hermaphrodite hoii 
aboufi SIX years old the vessel had been too niu<h ic 
plenished, one of the b( dies rose over the edge, ihe < < ii 
nceting flesh w as twicted and n nt asunder Both bo<li( s 
adh<rcd again to ilis base, one was accidentally lost, 1 ut 
the other continued to survive and to bleed pile giecn, 
although it ditniiiished in si/e ufbei the leiaiation - 
i V*'** ^wnnif/ Ltfi o» JmwX and irofer 


A lUlYMJ ABOUT BIHBS 

I siiD to the litlle ^^wallow 

* Who Ml fi Howl 

Out of thy ucbI in the eaxts 
I nder the ny Uxnb * 

^ (t my thought flits sviifttr th i tin i 
Afy thought has a suftci nc t, 

Whin it folds its wing to itst, 

In a pure-hearted W( man x bi< i t 

hilc Its sky ix her ( h udJtss 1 1 w ’ 
Swalloa sw allow, 

Mho Ml follow* 

I said lo the blown, blown Jbiush 

* Hush- bush* 

I I rough the w md’s full ntiaii j 1 he u 
M liy inoijotono deep and < In t 

Like a Round attiid s un Is nunt fit c, 
And ho, though thr while u ild hui^ 

Xo iny hie with (loijjuent trn[.u(, 
liowcier tin n ioiuh luiig, 

bhe would pausi and listi n 1 1 n u c * 
Brewn, brown ilauth, 
lluhh- hu^h* 

1 vanl to the Nightiiigah 
MIttiU illhaill 
Pk wow ith thi tull th( d vrl , 

Juke aghthiing uiuait b; uk, 

\\ mn the eaiLh grows p ilt and dumb. 
But niine be a song moio ran, 

7 o «)tartle the sleeping air. 

Ami to the dull world doilare 

Lore sings amid darkest gloom ’ 
Nightingale, 
nml,aU hail I 

/ said to ihe sky poised fiatk 
‘ Ilatk harkt 

Thy note is more loud and free, 

Bt<^u<ie there lies ssfe fiu thee 
A little nest on the gionnd 
And 1, when Strong wuigtd 1 rise 
T# chant out sweet luolodies, 
bhal) know there ate home lit ey< s 
Waiefamg me soar, sun-orownid * 
poet-lark, 

Hark —hark! 


ninted end 


^ W Had tt Cnsv»»ns High stuct, 
w b Oait Atne&Cornir, toiulon, I> 


ran# Are l&Jm sent MAxw *i ^ Sc fu , H >fi< hoUui 

iMuai kombaid Htreet, IsWid^, to wtuna sU oj^licatfons tcspcct 
-mg thsfi inserfioii must be tnmis. 
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A pm:a poh thk rrauttful. 

Tin: o(>ntvi>tioii of tho Groat Kxhibitloii lum l>eoii 
rc.n’wiMl in its material part. AVe «oo then' side hy 
side, in oim prodif^ioiH tlic prod ions of I 

Hu* whole* world in art and industry ; and we are able I 
to ('‘‘tiniate the strivings and altuininent-i of each nation 
ill the race of progress and improvement. Rut our 
enterion as y«'t is only partial. Jt relates to tho strife, 
not to the timer ‘Striven after. AVe see what has Ikh*i) 
aoeompli-^hr* ! hy one people conii>arati\ely w ith anuthei ; 
but we appl\ no gi*nend law to rletoriuine Ibe ooiulition 
of taste 111 the opoeh to whiob t!u* extraordinary show 
belongs. AA^* liave :»buntlmee of sketobes, desenptions, 
ami eompnriMms, but tlie philosophy of t lie R'clubitiou 
IS iinwiilfen. 'I'he imteiiul speetaele is iK’fore us, but 
wo have not yet begun to extract tin* moral. Hurried, • 
•Ij/zh'd, jntonidusl, deli ;htcd, we have not had Iciauie 
t o dise(w<‘r th.it the w oiiderfnl collection is informed by a , 
soul, and that tho vad Palace w liich esmtains it i,s haunted 
h\ \oi(‘eH of prophecy and dcnuiudation, iiiuudihle to 
common ears, but ns full of eignilicance to those who will 
liden in*<'iilh as the <hlieate stringB of AsjK?ndius. 

AA'^hcii thinkers t<dve the place of men* sjK'Ctators, the 
revelations of ilje (Vestal P.ilaee toucliiiig the genius, 
Inslory, and .destiny of nations, will be curious ainl 
impoitant; but in llu* meantime we shall inonlion 
Old} one subject among those that are likel} to excite 
m(|Uir} and interest : tnis is the point of taste al 
wliicb llu* rt'tinod part of iniiikind Iiom* arrived us 
regards the Rcautiful. 

AVe have reiK*al<*dly a^^owixl oiiraelveB to be of thosi* 
who believe that there is a principle in n.iturc wlindi 
gmerns heant} inform, juBt as theiv is known to bo 
one wdiicb go\cm 8 be.iutyin sound; that tho lasto may 
he ediuMted up to tin* appreciation of the inoht perfect 
kind of beauty ; and that the progress mndo by a people 
in thia edneation exercises a iwwtorful influence njKm 
the national chariudcr. But setting such s]K*cnlatK»nM 
aside fi)r Die jm'Miiit, as being fitting matter for <‘oii- 
troversy, it cannot l>o denied that thoi^ was n certain 
peri^od of Grecian art in which oyects of tas^c were 
produced — from a graven gom to a statuary groiifi, 
Irom a drinking-cup to a t(*mplc— that liave bexjn con- 
sidered by tlio whole civilised world, in all sueeeodiug 
ages, as t>pes of beauty, perfei’t and imaasailable. Du 
tliese mnstcrineces have been founded universal caucm*^ 
of critieisni which, after intorveniu^ couturios of dork* 
ness and eonfusion* wen? implieiUy acknowledged by 
the awakened mind of Kuropa; and to this day the 
rule remains absolute, in so far as theory is concerned, 
all other types being looked upon as fanciful luid 
e.xtravagaut. 


Tile interval of d.arknci,H may be said to have com- 
imnced at Die lali of the KastiTii empire; for Greece 
was phindiTed of lier treasiirt's only wdien those had lost 
their value in the lyes of the degenerate people. The 
number of statues carried into eaptivit} almost ('^xuallcd 
Die iiumlM'r of mim slain in battle, and Ibo palaces of the 
Konuin nohiht.v b(‘ca me museums of Grecian art. Rut 
all to no puri>ose; for the pentiiice had gone foith like- 
Wl^e against the empire of the AW-st and the masters of 
the world.* Homan art, in its Iicst age*!, was only a 
cold ami lifeless iiiutation ; ami when Itonie fill, •&ueh 
was the desolaUoii,’ says Dk* biographer ot Lori'n/o do 
Medici, ‘whieh took place in Italy during the middle 
ages, oiiasioind not only by natural cslarnituH, but 
by the yet more de*>tviietivo operation of moral causes, 
the nge of superstition, and the fevoidty of barbariiin 
conqut’ror*?, that ol‘ tho innumerable speeimens of art 
wbieh till the time of the later cinperoi’H had deeorated 
the palaces and villas of the Homan nobility, scarcely 
a speeiinen or vestige w ib in the beginning of the ' 
fifteeulh ci'iitury to bo discovered.’ 

The fulness of time, however, came at lust. Tlie 
cv’clc had gone round ; and in the course of ages tho 
energies of the savace trilies mingling witli tho worn- 
out refiiuimnt of the Homaius, had prodiic<*d a now 
European eharaetir. Then art and literature arose 
simultaneously; and GiiUto, the first ('onsidorablo 
Italian painter, wiib the contemporary of Dante, Roc- 
caof io, and Vetrarch. Then the treasures of the classical 
aj-'es vrere disinterred ; and maiblo bwids*, busts, torsos, 
limbs, came lortli fiom hoh's and corners like tho dead 
in the early pictures of the I'esurrcetion, T'hc Klorea* 
tine IVlnseuni of the Medici family was tho,pri'eursor of 
tlie collect ions of a similar kind whi<‘h al a later period 
Ix'gon to enrich most of the countries of Eiiroj;>o ; and 
at the preRcnt day Gn*ek temples arc iinitattd in 
coiintrieH uiAnowii to Die Greeks, ainl the forms of 
ejassieal art, in statues, vases, gems, ainl other objects 
of taste, are fuUiiiifir and abimdant. 

ITifler fufdi cireumstaiu'<).s, we sJiouUl expect to Ihid 
the Glass Tnlace overflowing with the beauty of the age 
of Tericles ; but this is so f.ir from k*ing the case, that 
the classical style is in very amall proportion. It is in 
fact ineontestahle, from the crowded evidence of the 
X> 1 ace, that the taste of ICuropc has degenerated, and 
that we have gone baek to sock our forms and omf'oD 
lishmeiits in Die dark ages, before the indignant voice 
of I’etrareU vtas hoawl ualling the Italians ftoin their 
Gothic* Blumbtir! This is apparent in numberless 
objects of the collection, and frequently oveq in the 
ornamentation with whidi classical models thoiRtlelves 
are bedir^lheA. Tho commonest implemcnlB, as well tuA 
tho highest objects of art, are subjected to tho Same 
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barbarian proccaa : an inkstand or a candl^atlok is 
twisted and tormented till we can hardlj guess the | 
nature of the article } and orerywhcrq we^are mot by 
marvels of ingenuity, of mechanical skill, and of vul- 
garity of taste. The classical form may bo sometimes 
preserved, but It is preserved like a mummy, hidden in 
its multifarious coverings ; or it is wrought up3n by a 
medlssval imagination, like tho oxide rising in points 
and^igs upon polished steel. Under this process, 
dtnoss of parts, harmony of ideas, unity of purpose, or 
-«to express ail these in a single word — tliat divine 
eiuythmia, whicli awakens in tho mind the perception 
and tho joy of beauty, is lost. » 

In the last number of tho ‘ Edinburgh Jleviow" there 
is an anecdote of a laboun>r turning up, wliile digging 
in a Held, ^nn old pickle-jar.’ Ho thought it was a 
money-pot ; but finding notliing in it but n few burnt 
bones, he kicked it to pieces. Tliis pickle-jar was dis- 
covered by the fragments to have been * an elogantly- 
fomied lionian scpulchnd urn.* Now, if instead of 
having only elegance to reeommend it, the vase had 
been put out of i«hii|)o by all sorts of queer iuerusta- 
tious of grinning faet^s and so on, it would have beim 
safe enough. Tlie modem Goth would have had a 
pieture— incongruous and meaningless, it is true, but 
still a picture — to please his rude imagination, and he 
would have played the collector instead of the icono- 
clast. This is not the story of an individual but of a 
generation : the discriminating taste of the fleid-diggcr 
is displayed in a tbousajid different ways in tho Groat 
Exhibition ; where a redundancy of useless or ridi- 
culous ornament is called richness, and the inability to 
appreciate simple and beautiful, or grand and noble 
forms, receives the name of genius. 

Extravagance in ornament vas a healthy sign in the 
middle ages — a sign of a n^stlcss and vigorous spirit 
giving way to its uncnliglitemHl imxinlses with tm 
ardour which promiseil great tilings for u new' ora of 
progress. It displayed itself alike in architecture, in 
dress, in armour, iu tournaments, in crusades, mul in 
religion ; and that pomp ol’ Jove, by which the time 
mode woman an idol, foreshadowed an epoch when, 
advanc'ing witJi the march of ages, she would l>ec*oine^ 
spiiit to ciiligluen and refine. Bui we are the fultu- 
nient of what was then prophcMcd. We are the middle 
ages elernted and matuiod, and what was strength in 
them IS weakness in us. Jiook at that modem pile 
which, except in the want of rich wdudoww and exqui- 
sitely-c J Alxirato doorways, out -< Sothics Gothic ! It beai « 
on its roof a world of httlo tuirets and little hpires, 
and little domes and little cupolas, mid rc^mmds one of 
a boanl of toys and images carried on tJie vendor’s head 
This forest of masonry is flic most obtrusive part of 
the building, and costs a great deal more than all tlie 
rest put together; but it is useless -^it does hot even 
affect the purposes (whether of warlike defence or 
outlook) of its meditevai prototype; and its existence 
therefore is eitlicr a proof of low taste, or a wilful 
waste of skill, capital, and energy. 

This uiiscoAoeptlon of the ornamcnioJ extends even 
to those buUdings meant to be dassical. We hav^ 
h^ard ono prod^omtty adbired op Socount of its retdly 
admirable ccdamniii, whidi raise their gigantic Iteads a 
great ym of iltO Mfiflit of the fw^e, where they serve 
10 su^iiortr-UUle stxtues 1 They are connected with 
the building only hy being tncked to it by some abut- 
ment in the middle^ so that if anything should occur to 


swoop them away, tho walls would not lose a single 
stone. Consitlcn^ as what they actually are in tliis 
instance, mere omamoots, the columns are ns much 
out of place as statues the siae of life would l>o adorn- 
ing a mantelpiece ; but tho columns of roi^y idassical 
buildings are ornamental only in their proportions and 
ornaments : in themselves thoy support the roof or 
some other essential jiart of the edifice. In the earliest 
Greek dbnplcs there were no walls, and the roof rested 
on a q^uadrangular colonna^le. 

The 'tendency of the present day to go back to types 
lon| ago discarded is obvious in other things besides 
those that appertain to ornamental art. The word 
I type suggests an instance of itself. Books intended to 
be more tlimi commonly elegant are frequently printed 
not only in' the form of those of an earlier lime, Jmt 
with the very letter which tho improvements in type- 
founding had rendereil obsolete. Many a printer 
thanks his stars for tho new taste of the day, and 
rummages his warehouses for founts of antediluvian 
ty|)o which ho had only hoped to use as old metal tor 
refuunding. And a strange appearance docs tliis letter- 
press make, with paper so rich and yet so delicate, 
and illustrated by engravings, each of w huh, at the 
time the typo was now, would have cost nioie tJian tlie 
price of the whole volume. Tlie same rcniai k maj be 
made of binding; and not nietely ns rcgauls the old 
tiKiling, as it is called, but the substance of tlu boaids 
tbi^mselves — which an* sometimes literally bo.nds of 
thick wood. 

Let it not be supposed that wo object to the occa- 
j sional reproduction of worn-out forms as nutteis of 
curiosity and contrast. WImt wc dcprci'jite is the 
(general tendency to retrogiession in jirorliu turns of 
taste. Wo cannot with impunity fall away from 
lieauty, to ofil*r up our ingt*iuuty and skill on tho nllais 
of the strange gods of our ignorant aiu'cstors. A^irtiic, 
order, happiness, depend m n great nu a sure upon taste. 
The hills, tho glens, Ihr* woods, the waters, the birds, 
the flow'ers — all things that God has clotlusl with 
bi*auty — pOBSChs a mi*Oicotive power to heal the soul 
and invigorate tho affections. Tins beauty— for beauty 
is universal — is the true aim of art, and not ol bigli 
art alone, but of evorytldng that appeals to the taslc. 
Tlie enjoyment of tb< works of nature will In* (»f little 
use if their impression is to bo instantly effaeed by the 
artificial objects that suiroimd ns ; and i ncdi one of 
thcBc objects, theretbre — even the most minute and 
insignificant — Ought to bo constructed on tho very same 
principle of harmony which plans a temple or glorific s 
the heatens. 

Without taking this large view of tho subject, it 
would Ih* impQKsiblo to comprehend why the Uste of 
one age should be better tlian that of nnother— why 
such a form or such tui ornament, whielt does not aff(*( t 
the question of utility, should bo an improvement upon 
another fonu or another ornament; why a Grecian urn 
should 1)0 more beautiful than a pickle -jar. Theie 
must bo a roanon for this; there must 1 h> a law by 
which our perceptions of beauty are governed; and 
although we may dlfifer as lo the nature of that law, it 
is impossible to bp blind to its results upon the taste. 
Taste advances with moral progress— nay, it is essen- 
tially a pgrt of moral pnoigress. Tlie voice of Petrarch 
did not rpsound through tlie world of iutoUoct alone ; 
for with tlie beautttbl things of antiquity that answered 
to the call, there cam welling up firom the long-sealed 
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founndiw of the heart fyreat thmiKhts, noble aspirations, 
and f^rHcoful scntitncnts. The gloom of the ^rk ages 
fled before the light of art and letters, ami the world 
enteml upon a new cycle of oxistcnco. 

It would be easy for us to cite liundrcfds of individual 
^ objects in tlic Exhibition ns a justification of these 
renin rks, and equally easy to cite others that form the 
cxc*(‘ptioii. Hut we have no sueli invidious purpose. 
We are satisflcKi with drawing attention to ii general 
tendcMiey to retrogression in taste whicdi can only serve 
to interrupt and retard the progress of the age. L. It. 
* 

THE STOLEN ROSE. * 

OuRALniNu Detisle was the year previous to the 
lute Ih*\olutH)n, which iu one day shattered one of tin* 
great nionareliiea of the cartli, the reigning belle in 
Jut eirele. Lovely in form and fi«*e, she wanted but 
It) eorreet some trilling defects of character to be 
' perfect, llul if she had largt* black eyes and massive 
}»row, and beautiful hair and white teeth— if she Imd 
a hly-wliito liand and tiny feet, slie know it too well, 
and knew tlie power of her charms over man. Hlic 
loved admiration, and never w'ns so happy as yhen in 
n ball-room: all the men were almost disputing for the 
honour of Iut hand, lint (leraldino had no declared 
siultir- slie never gave the slightest <‘ncouragemeiit to 
any one. Many ofleied lliein selves, but they were 
invariahly leiet teti, until at twenty her parents began 
to be al.n’nu*d at the prospect of her iie\ur marr>mg. 

I M. and Delisle luul found so iiiueh gcmitiie 

I happnu vs 'ill ni image — the only natural state for 
adult human Iwungs — that they had promoted the 
early marriage of tuo sons and an elder daughter; and 
I now that Geraldine alone remained, they earnestly 
, di‘siied to s(*e her Mell and happily matTied bclbro they 
died, '^l'he.> reeehed numerous oflers; but the young 
' gill hid siuh winnhig wa>s with her parents, that 
I wlun she deebned that she <Ud not like the proposer, 

I they never had < ourage to insist. 

During tlu‘ season of 1847 (Geraldine never missed 
a part> or ball. She never timl as long as there was 
imisie to listen to, and it was gimerally very nearly 
monimg iiefore she gained her home. About the 
middle of the si*ason she was bitting hy her niolher’s 
side in tlu‘ s])lendid sn/o/fs of the Prineobs Miaisnkoff. 
She had been danemg, and hei late partner was saving 
a few words, to whudi she seiircel> made any rtpl.v. 
Her e.ves were fixed upon a gentleman, who, after 
observing her lor some linus bad turned away in soandi 
of some one. lie was the handsomest man she had 
ever been in her life, and slie was eurions to know 
wlio lu* wa^. A little alnivo the middle height, slight, 
])tde, with grt‘at e}es, soft in repose like those of a 
I woman, lu had at oiuv intercstinl Geraldine, who, like 
, mobt women, could excuse every bad feature in a iuhii 
'* save insipid or uiiineaning eyes; and she asked her 
mother who he was. 

* He’s a very b.id man,* haul Did isle, ‘ Of noble 
family, rieh, titled, young, and handsome, be is cele- 
brated only for Ills follies, lie throws aw’ay thousands 
on \ ery questionable pleasures, and lias the unpardoii- 
ai»le fault, in my eyes, of always ridiimling marriage.* 

I * X cannot forgive luin for ridiculing marriage, 
I mamma, but 1 can cxcuso him for not wiahlug to 
' marry.* 

* My dear, a man who dislikes marriage is never a 
g(x>d man. A woman niay from caprice or from many 
motives object to marrying, but a man, except when 
under the influence of hopeless aflbetion — and 
bav(‘ rarely feeling enough for thls-MoJiways must WHI 
husband to t)e n goixi citizen/ 

‘ All, mamma, ydu have been sa happy that you 
think all must lie so; but you sec many ’Srho m not.* 

‘ Mroe Delisle,’ said the iPrinccss MenzikoflT, who un- 
pcrc'dved had come round to her, * allow me to intro- 

I 


duoc you Jo my fritaid Alfred de Rongement T must 
not call liini count, ]w being wdiat we call a dcfoocwt 
with a clean face and white kid-gloves.* 

‘Tlic princess is alw'ays satirical,* replied M. de 
RougemAt smiling; ‘and my barnileas opposition to 
the government now in power, and which hlio honours 
with her patronage, is all lier ground for so terrible 
an announcement.' 

M*no I)(*Usle and Geraldine both started and eq|oured, 
and when Alfred de Kmigement jiroposod for the next 
dance, was accepted, though next minute iho mother 
would gladly have found any excuse to have jircvcntod 
her (laughter from dancing. Alfred de lioug^unent was 
thCj^very ‘ bad man * whom slio had the instant before 
been denouueing. But it w'as now too late. From 
that evening (Scraldlno never went to a ball without 
meeting Alfred. She rei‘ened many invitations from 
moat unexpe(‘tcd (juarters, but as surely hs she wCiit 
she found her new admirer, who invited Jier to dance 
as often as he could without breaking the rules of 
etiquette. And yet 1 k» rately spoke; the d.inee once 
over, ho brought her back to her mother’s side, and left 
her without saving a word, coming hack when Ins turn 
e«me again with clockwork regularity. Jn their drives 
Mnn' Delisle and Ger.iliUne w'ito always sure to meet 
him. Sc.ircely was the carriage rolling up the Champs 
Elysees bffoie lie was on liorsel>a(»k willun sight. lie 
inettdy bowisl as ho passed, however, kix'pmg con- 
stantly iu sight without endeavonrlng to join tlieiii. 

One evening, ihoiigli iinited to an oaily soiree and 
to a lute ball, during dinuer they changed their mind, 
and decided on going to the Opera at the viTy oiaui- 
hig, to hear some lUvimute music which (xcraldinc 
very much admired. 'Hu'y had not yi*t risen fiom 
dessert whtui a note came from Alfrc’d d(‘ Uougvment, 
oflermg them his box, one of the best m the liousul 

‘Wliy he is a ivgular Monte (Minsto,* eiied M”'** 
Delisle impatnuitly. ‘ IJow (Mn he know our move- 
ments so well?* 

‘ lie must liave bribed some on(» of tbe servants,’ 
replied Geraldine: ‘we talked just now' of where wo 
were going before they left the room.* 

*Biit what he mean?’ said Mmo Delisle. ‘ Ja ho 
gtung to give up his enmity to marriage, and propose 
for } «)u ? ’ 

‘ I lUni't know, mamma,’ exelaimcd the daughtcp, 
colouring very much; ‘hut he m.iy spare himself tlio 
trouiile.’ 

‘Geraldine - Geraldine’ you win always then m»ko 
me unhappy ! ’ saul lier mother, akiiking her head. 

‘But you cannot want me to marry Alfred? You 
me everything against him youiMlf.’ 

‘ But if he IS going to maiTy and he steady', I owe 
liiin an .•qiology’-. But go ami dresb : you want to hear 
the overture.’ 

They went to Alfretl’s box — falbcr, mother, and 
daughter. But though in the house, he soaicely camo 
near them. lie c.une in to inquire after their health, 
ehtimod Geraldine’a hand for tUi* opening quadrille at 
the Boink' to which they weie going after the ojiera, 
and went away. The young girl rather haughtily 
acceptwl his olll'p, and tlicn turned round to atWnd to 
the music and singing. 

Next day, to tlie asloiiislimont of both M. and M»«* 
Delible, Alfred de Kougeniciit proposed for tlie hand of 
their daugliter, expressing the w'arniost admiration for 
her, and (Icclaring with eamestnesa that the happiness 
of his wholw life depended on her decision, Geraldine 
wa» rcfcrrcck to. She nt onco refused him, giving no 
reason, but expressing regret that slie could not sliare 
his s^itimonts. Tho young man cast one look of 
repwach at Iter, rose, and went away without a word. 
Wiicu he was gdne she explained to her purontSs that 
though iu time she thought she should have UIi^ him, 
she did not admire his mode of Imying hla oddrosses; 
site thought bo ought to have spoken to her drst. 
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Mnw DoliBJC' replied, tliat alie wbw very rnuHi ndniiml 
lUm, nud liked IiIh tstraightibrward nmnnorjlbut Geral- 
dine stopped tlw* coAvorsation by ronnncbiig wor that he 
WHS rejecttMl, and that all disoii&sion was now useless. 

Ulirtt evenjng Gk^raldino daitecd several times with 
her oonsin IMoumvl Pelislc, a youn^ man who for a 
whole year IkmI paid his a<Idresses to her. TJi^ were 
at a house inth^ Ji'auhonrg St CSennain. where iWe ball- 
room opened into a splendid conMervatory. Geraldine 
was (ftessed in while, witii one Ix^autiful rr)se in her 
hair, Its only ornament. Kdoiiard had bixMi daneiug 
with her, and now snt doAui !>y her side. 'I’hey had 
never been So eoniplclcly alone. They oeeupitKl a 
eomer near the <'nii, willi a dense mass <»f trees behind 
them and a tapestry dour. Kdouard oneo n<fain s{x»ke 
of his love and passion, \<twed that if slie would not 
consent to he I)is lie sliould never be liapp> : all tliLs in 
a line which shewt^ lion ftilly he expected to be apfain 
refusetl, 

‘If you can get inamina’a oonsenf, Kdouard,* she 
replied quickly, *I am not nuviiUing to bo your 
wife.* 

Kdouard rose fVom his scat and ittxal lH‘forei her 
the pietnre of astonishmi'iit. GcraMiue rose at the 
same tune. 

‘But where is your rose ?’ said the young man, still 
scarcely able to speak nith hiirprise. ' ** 

‘ It is gone- -rut away with a knife!’ nqdiod she 
tiioughtfully ; * hut never mind . let ns look lor 
mamma.' 

Kdouani took her arm, and in a few minutes the 
whole family were uniteih The ,toung man drew^ his 
uncle away fiom a card -table, siiying that Geraldine 
wdshed to go home. After handing his aunt and cousin 
to their carriage, he got in alter tlitm, quite an unusual 
thing for him. 

‘Why, Kdouard, you are going out of }our 
said the father. 

‘ r kiiowr It. But I cannot wait until lo-morrow'. 
M. Delihle, will 3011 give me your daughter's hmd? 
Geraldine has given her consent.' 

‘ Aly dear iprl,' c‘\elaimtd her mother. * wli^r did vou 
not tell U8 thi« liofort*? Vou would have savisl ns so 
much pain, ainl >our other suitors the humiliation of 
being rejectwl.* 

* J did not innke up my mind until this ewening,’ 
replied Geraldine. ‘I do not think I should have 
aecepted him to-morrow. But ho was mnniiig enough 
to come and propose b(»fon* T had time for rctiectiou,* 

‘You will then authoiise me to accept liim?' said 
M. Uelisle. • 

‘1 have accepted him, papa,* leplied Geraldine. 

^'hat evening Kdouaid entered the house with them, 
and sat talking feJr some time. Wli(*n h<‘ went away, he 
had sui'Coeded in hn\ ing the wedding fixed for that daj^- 
month. Geraldine looked pale tlie next day ; and when 
her mamma noticed it. said that she should go to no 
more parties, as she wished to look >vell the <lay she 
was married, and expressed a wish to go on excursions 
into the country instead. Mtne iMisle freely acquiesced. 
Kdouard came to dinhqr, looking mudi pleased, but still 
uwler tlio infiuenee of tlio a*jUmishmei)t w hieh hail nut 
yet been effaced from his plump and rosy face. 

‘Why, what do >ou think?’ he Said towards the 
end of tlic dinner -‘Alfred do Kougement has left 
i'aris. All his servants were dismihsed this morning, 
and his steward rct'cived orders to iiiwt Inm at 
Gonstautinople.* ♦ 

* Indexed? ' replied PeUsle gravely, while Geraldine 

turned deadly pale. ‘But tliis romn is *100 close for 
you, my child,’ • 

‘ No, mqmma.,^ said slw quietly ; < but we ere forgetting 
all alK)ut our excursions, t should like to go to Ver- 
»a^*^p^rrow, and take all the pretty pliwjcs round 


with you early, for I suppose you will go in the 
morning ? ' 

*1 want to breakfast at Versailles,’ replied Gerald j no j 
‘ so we must go to bed early,’ 

‘That I vote to Ivt* an admirable proposition. At 
eleven I will go. But 3‘mi are going to practise ilic 
new variations on are you not ?’ 

‘Yc'i; and you are going to sing, monsieur,’ said 
Gcraldmo rising from tabh* * So come along, and ma 
and papiJ can play trictrac* all the lime.’ 

'I'liat t»^Tning the eonsiii'i jdayed and sang together 
until about ten, when they took tea, wlndi Kdou.no, 
gocKkiiatured fellow, pn*leii<led to like piodigiousli, 
drinking thre<‘ cups of milk and watn umbr the 
serious impression tliat it was tlie genuine iiitiisu)n 11 
practice vcTy eoninitm in Kraiu*e, whei’c tcM is lookul 
on as dangc^rems to the nerves. Next day they went to 
Versailles, breakfasted at the Hotel do France, Msitid 
llie interminable galleries of pictures, and dimd in 
Paris at a late honr. Tlv day after llu\v wc'iit to 
Moiilrnortney 

Swiltly passed the hours, and days, and weeks, and 
soon GernMbie saw the last day which was to be lier 
own. In twenty -four liours she was to b'ave her 
iiiolhei*’s home for ever, to share that of a man to w liom 
it must he suppofied she waj xery iinith nttaclud, 
but who was not exactly the companion siiiteil to hi^r. 
Geraldine W'as very grave that inoining. It had been 
arranged that thev wire to go to SI (Jcini.nn; and 
though the sky was a little dark, llu 3011114 gnl 
insisted on the excursioii not Ik mg put oil 

‘This 18 the last ila^’ 1 shill haii* 0113^ Will of 1113 
own,* said she ; ‘ so let me cutc jse it.’ 

‘My dear Geraldine,’ rc*plied her ctmsin kindlv, ‘you 
will alwa3s find me ready to 3 leld to 3011 in e\ci vtliiiie 
I shall he a model Imslmiid, tor I am too hi/s lo oppO'-L 
an3 one.’ 

‘M3' dear Edouard,* pul in T)ili*>.le, ‘a nnii 

wdio eonsulta his wile’s haiqnness will alwa3s he happ> 
himself. Wo are very ca-.d3 plea ed whin we mi 
30U try to please us. Tlie will is 011*13 thing to ns ’ 

* Them let us start,* said Edouard laughiiu* ‘il will 
pass the time, and 1 am eager to try.’ 

They entered the ojien carnage* which tin v usually 
used for their eveuisioiis, and started, the. "ini now 
shming very brightly, balouanl was lull ot spmtv 
he seemed bursting with buppiness, and was foncsl to 
s}>oak iucohsantlv to give it \ent. (;(*ialdiiu was ^eiy 
giave, though she bmilecl at her cousin’s ‘allies, and 
eveiy now and them answered in lic*r own playliil, witty 
wa3‘. The jiarenls, though happ3, wiie serious loo 
They wr<*rt* about to lose their last child, ami though 
they knew she w'ould be always near them, a feeling of 
involuntary loucliness came over them. A nuiriuige- 
clny is alvra3 s for affcxsllonate parents a day of sormw - 
fill pleasure— -a link in tlie chain of flaeiificcs wIik li 
makes a parent’s love so beautiful and holy, so like 
what w'O can faint I}' tJW’C in thought as the Jove of the 
CK*ator for man. 

'Jliey took the road by Bon rival, and thc*y were 
oliout a mile distant from that plncxi when $Uftdc*n)3 
they found themselves caught in a heavy bhower. 'riie 
coachman drove liastily for shelter Into the midht of .1 
grovo of tn*es, wdiieli led up to a villa that appeal* d 
totally uninhabited. But it wras not so; for the poifi 
flew wide ojicn as thc'y drew up, and two bcrvants 
advancing, requested them to take shedter in the house. 

‘Blit wc arc intnidSiig?’ said M^no Delisle. 

* No, madamo. Our master is out, but had he bc*en 
fit home ho would insist as wo do.* 

|ii!)douard leaped out, and »ct the example of 00 m- 
pllattce. *3116 whole porty followed tiu* servants, who 
IjjS tlw way into a spfcndidly-fumishod suite of rooms. 
Toe style was that of the rrart&Mnrc*, of the richest 
luatorialfi, while the walls wore covered with genuine 


n 'f/ien /’ ericd Kclouarti 3 ‘tlwt suits me, X shall h® tiidntings by the first maaters* The servants tbqn left 
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tlioju, and they were heard next niuiutc assisting to 
take the horses from the carriage. The rain fell heavily 
nil the time. 

‘ rpou my M’ortl we are very fortunate,’ said M»‘*‘ 
Delible: ‘in ten minutes wc sliould have hcei soaked 
through. The master of the house must he some very 
iiohle - minded nuui : no ordinary person would have 
su(‘]i polite and attentive servant^.’ 

‘Some eeeentrie foreigner/ said Edouard: *all his 
Horvants are men; 1 don’t see tlte sign of petticoat 
anywhere.’ 

‘ Some w'oman-liater, pcrhai)«,* cried Goralduie laugh- 
ing as she took from the table before her a ccle]j|rated 
satire against tin* sex. 

‘All the more polite of liim/ said JM’we Delisle, while 
looking with absolute horror at a book wliich she knew 
spoke irrevcivutly of marriage. 

‘ Jf you will puss this way,’ said a servant entering, 

‘ we sli.dl have the honour to offer you broakftmt. 'Fhe 
rain has set in for some hours, and your servants spokt^ 
of your wishing to breakhist at Si Germain. Itut you 
will not be able to wait so long.* 

’J’he whole part}^ looked unfelgnedly surprised; but 
there w'as no resisting a servant who spoke ho politely, 
•iiul wdio tliK’W oiHUi a door whence thi*y discovered a 
table mai,>cinli<*cntly laid out. Several s<*rvants were 
ready to wait. 

^ Mn fot!* eried Edouard, ‘there is no resisting stub 
1 temiilation. 'ion seem to kiiow^ jour master’s eha- 
' j.icter, and we take your w'ord for it that he W'Oiild 
j maki‘ us weU‘<mK.’ 

'With these words ho gave (Toraldine his arm. and 
I led the way, setting the exnmide also of attacking iiio 
delicate Mauds otleriHl to them so imexp<»ctedly. All 
bnaklasted wuth ap])etite after their ride, and then 
I nluriiMl to the room tli^v had Hist occupied. The 
showM was oMr, and the warm sun was quiekly 
clearing away all sign of the rain. 

‘ W’h.it a beautiful hou-.e and grounds your master 
has Ik re r exclaimed Edouard: ‘ tlu‘ garden uppentrs to 
I me even better Hum the liousc.’ 

* It is Miy beautiful,' said the servant aildressid. 

‘ Can we go over it?’ (oiitiimed the young man. 

•(Jertaiiilj, monsieur: I was about to oiler to shew 

I it you.’ 

* J shall i{*main here/ p<ud (JeralUliie; ‘my shoes are 

tliiii; b( ‘Sides I wish to ha>e another look ut the' 
pleture^.* 

Edouard dt nmrri'd, hut the young girl luule liim go 
at once ; and, like an obedient lover, he took the 
inanmia’s arm, and went into the garden. 

The instant all wi 4 e gone (leraldiiie tose from her 
chair and tottered acroflfl the room. She was pale, 
and looked cautiously round, as if about to do some 
guilty act I’reseiitly she stood liefore a curtain which 
' had b{»en liastily drawn before a kind of niche in the 
I walk orralIu‘r before a iiortion of the room. But it 
I liad been doin' very quickly, aud through tw'o apertures 
I you could sc‘e stained glass, and on a small table some- 
1 thing undiT a glass-case. Geraldine could not n'strain 
liorself. She pulled away the curtain, and tliere, under 
I a large glass on a velvet cushion, lay the rose which 
I ii id been cut from her hetuEdress on the night she had 
I accepted the linnd of her cousiu. Mcar it was a pencii- 
sketeh of herself. 

‘ My God I * she cried passionately, * he did love mo 
tlien; wliat a fool I have lieeni Wicked pride, to 
W’hat will you lead me?l 

‘ ISly (Geraldine/ cxolnnod Alfred, who rose from a 
chair where he had been seated in a dark corner^-- 
* pardon me 1 But 1 could not resist tho tcinptatioifi. 
’I'o see, to hear you once more, ibr the last time, was 
my only wish. Do you forgive me ? ' 

* 1)0 you forgive m9* saiil (Joraldiue, hanging down 
her heiul, and speaking in a low, Soft, sweot voice, Umt 
had never been hers before. 


<My (i(xil—wdiat V exclaimed Alfred, who, pale and 
tremblings stood liy her side. 

‘Toil w«U not force me to say, Alfreil,’ she continued 
in a beseeching tone. 

‘Do i understand aright ? O forffive ino, Geraldine, 
if 1 say too much ; but is it ixissible that you do not 
hate mo ? * 

‘lllte you, Alfred! How can 1 hale one so gene- 
rous and good ? If you think ino not hold to say it, 
1 will say I love you. After behaving as 1 eftd, that 
cotifessiou will be my punishment.’ 

‘ My Geraldme I then why did you refuse me?’ cried 
Alfred in u tone of paHsionale deliglit. 

‘Because >ou did not seem to love mo; because you 
only in my eyi h sought to marry mo hcciiufle others did.’ 

‘Geraldine, 1 WKined cold bet*auso I loved >ou with 
all niy hi art and soul, lint T w^as a known satirist on 
marriauc, and I Wiis ashamed to lot tlie world see my 
di*i‘p atfi‘clion. I wanted them to think that I married 
merely because it was a triumph to carry olf tho 
reigning belle.* 

‘ You de(‘ei\ed me and all the world together,’ replied 
Geraldme ; * but to own the truth, aller you were gone 
and took my ro**!' with \ou, I miessed tho tiiilh.’ 

“ 'riio rose I but ilid j ou know * — 

‘ I guesseii * 

‘My God!’ cried Edouard, n-tnnimg alone to fetch 
(jeraldino, to whom lie wanted to show tho garden — 
• wliat is the meaning of tins?’ 

♦Mj^^ginxl eousin/ Miid Geraldine, advaiieing towards 
him, and taking both his hands, ‘eonie hero; >ou will 
forgive Geraldine, won’t jou? 1 have been very 
wicked. Do exenso your cousin, will >ouuot? hut I 
was only going to marry you because I thought Alfred 
did not love mo.’ 

cried Ealonard quito biwildorod. 

‘Don’t ho angry with mo,’ continued Geralilino 
gravely : ‘ 1 should linve been a very good wilt, and 
have lo\ed you very much had I nuirrieil yon.’ 

‘Oh, then, jou do not mean to marry me now ? ’ said 
Edouard in u tone of deep sadness 

‘ Wliat am 1 to do?’ cried Geraldine. ‘ See, my dear 
cousin, how^ ho loved mt I How can I inari> jou wlii*ii 
my lieart is given to another?* 

‘You woie going to do so, hut for a shower of rain,* 
said Edouard with a vain attempt at gravity, ‘ liut 
lake her, M. Alfred; 1 tliink alter all J’m Iiieky to 
have esc.HKHl her I I don’t forgive jou ii bit, because 
it’s liaid to find out that when at last one thinks on(‘’s 
self loved, the lady w as only pretending.’ 

‘You do forgive mel’ exclaimed Genihlino shaking 
her head, and putting his hand into that ot Alfred, who 
shook it warmly. 

•Yes, >es!- of course jou ’re pleased ! But T must 
marry nowx 1 shall ask lli^eiie at Boideaux to have 
me, as nobody there will know anything about my 
liresenl mishap.’ 

At this moment M. and Muu’ Delislo returned; 
their ustonislinient was of course viTy great. Edouard 
gravely introduced the young couple. 

‘ You see, madame/ he said, ‘ that wliile you wore 
walking round the garden, 1 have managed to lose my 
wife, and jou to find a son-in-law.* 

* But, my Geraldine,’ oxelaimed her mother, * are you 
not Ixdiaving very badly to Edouard?* 

• Not at all 1* said the young man : ‘ 1 could not think 
of marrying her. Look at her! Five minutes with 
Alfred has done her more good than all her cxcuisions 
in search of ro^!’ 

‘ Misclue^us man to betray me I ’ said Geraldine in 
her t^rn, warmly shaking his hand. 

‘But what will tho world say?' exclaimed H. 
Delisle. 

‘I will tt»U the truth/ said Alfred ; and in a few words 
ho explained tho cause of the rel'usal of Qeraldlne to 
have him. 


It; was n^w tcitlod that the day bHouM ba spent nt 
thdvilla* that m the evening they bhouhl ire turn to 
vitJK^ut tlie count) who was to pustfit luinself 
only iioxt (lay Ho hkioocI to o^ii fiaukly to all his 
irictwia tlio dtptli ami aincentyol his afluticn) 
l^dpmtrd good-naturedly 'voluiitcKitd to Ull i\cry ono 
that he had boon turned off i prouust y* InOi ho graif i ly 
bept* roiatina hl« diw ombturt m a wa> that drc\a tours 
of laughter ironi all las lu irtiH 

AndbOorahhno and Alftid uiio nnriiod, to the 
BitryJriso 61 the woild Jhey i^crL both cund of thfii 
f(»rmcr errom, and I kiun\ no insUiKc ol a happier 
nmrrmgo than Hut ol M ind Mn»< di Jlougemtut 
He 18 now a nu inbi r of tin I tgisl ilivc Asstiubly, aid 
IS ruu liked loi tin lihci ilitv of las opinion^i- Ixang 
ono of the many (\ legitimists i^ho lia\e .rone our to 
the nioderatt Kjmhlutm juity 1 <1ouiud ni iriiid liw 
country cousin Jiolh \oiiiig coupUs havo ihildun, 
and both in hippy tlu only kmu^c the ^oim^niati 
basing taken is to persesne on alt oeeasums tseu 
be foie lus eiaii aiKj lu euihiig (joi ddine * Ihe htoku 
Bose 

APPJJCAUOV Ol ELI C FRO MALMwllO 
PcmLH ro IKANSir on liAIL^\AiS^ 

OvF of tho most wemdciiul (huaetciistir s of*seicntifl( 
diseours is the singula way in ishieli evtu adviaco 
coiiiKcts itself tilth pist jihascs of progxess Lull 
nru Mctuiy ovci the stiibboia properties of inafiit nut 
on4 qivesmin imieibe ol ixiwer on its own ucoiint 
hut ilso resets uii older eonqucbtsy and makes them 
more productui Ihiity >aus ago 1)it\ and Arago 
! obs(r\ul that inn filings bceame magndie when lying 
lien a wire thitteu e ant mg a euiient e)f galvanic 
(leetiicity Since then powirful tcinjiGr iry miuKts 
hivc Ktn niaele loi v uious pui])Ost8 b> sunounding 
baisot soft iron by e oils of eoiipcr-wirc, ind tianbiuittiiig 
clcctnc euireutb tlnough these In ful, it has been 
ascert lined that non always becomes i magnet when 
electricity is pissed round it Ihc iliruin-bolls of the 
eke trie telegriphsnu setiingingby a simple ipphca 
tiuii e)t this priiie iple A eonductiug wiie js made to 
run foi humlrcdb of miles aid thtn coils it^df xounl 
an noil bar J Uctric curreiitb aro sent at will through 
the Imndieds of imlcb of wiie, and the me it non 
lac onus an ae live iTueiief Ohseiu the clerk m the 
lekgisph Ofhee* atLonelon When he prks tho handle 
that IS bofon him la turiiK oii i btre^am of eketneity 
that runs to Livtipoed oi 1 duihuigh, as the ease may 
be In either of those pUees a puce of non that is 
inisteil loimd with tlio extremity oi the wire liecomes 
a magnoi for an instint, and atti lets to itself a steel 
armature that is connected with a train of w he el work 
'Jho motion of the annature*) as it is drawn u]i to the 
magnet) sets fteei a spring tliat was beforo kept qmet , 
and this gives token of Its ftcodoin by making an 
alarum bell to ring Tire clerk in London awakens the 
attention of the elork in Eilinburgh by turning a piece 
of soft non placed neir to tho Utter into a magnet foi 
a fbw seconds lie* is able to do this bocaust currents 
> of electricity Itiduce magnetism m iron ‘this, and this 
alonO) 18 Uic mrot pnm iplo to which he is indebted 
Ibr the wonderful power that cnahks him tp anmhdato 
bpaoe when he instantaueouily attracU the attention of 
an ear hundreds of miles away, * 

We have reoenHy shewn liow tlus olectro-magnetio 
luauctino has been made a means for tho instantaneous 
registration of lutmomioal obserrations. We have | 
already to dxaw attention to anothef practical appbe*- 1 


tion of tho principle M NikUs Ins just mvcutid m 
anxmgcxnent of apparatus that enables him t> miko 
the wheels of lotouiofiyoa bite the nils with my 
degree oj force without inci easing the weight th it has 
to bo carried to the extent of a single gum Our 
leaders are aware that m wet weather tin diivmg- 
w heels of loforaotives often slip round upon the i nl 
without mquinng the powoi of moving the weight 
that IS altathed behind them Wlienovu tlu> aro 
asked to ascend inditud pianos with a weight tint is 
beyond the odhcbivo poweis of their wiiue Is tins icsult 
mvarfnhly follow s, and the only pi wtieal iwnpc lioin 
the diffieulty hitherto has been the idoption of one of 
two cx|iedient8 — eitlier to iiu lease then own intniisie 
wijj^ht, fto tint the earth’b attraction might bm I the 
whoeh down more ill ml i, or to lot tho railway I 1 vd 
and the loid to be di igged proportionally light In 
(ithei of these eises i waste of power is exiieiieiKid 
Vowtr IS (ithei c vpeiidod in moving a suiKiflunus load, 
Ol the same unouiit of powei drugs less weight even 
upon a level liil than it othetwisi could u|)on uii 
ist ( tiding one, that would iiaie uquind kss oiiiliv m 
Its eonstructioa It the re ton Ikcoiiu i gu it ksile 
ritiim to find bonie moms of nuking the JiKomoiive 
wheels bite mote tuueiously witluut imic esmg tlio 
load they have to ctury Ihe impoitiul pioblem of 
how to do this It is that H jNiklcs has solve I 

It our lenders will take a lommon liitse shoe 
m igue t, and bliile the lonucc tinj slij < t steel th it n sts 
upon its ends baekwards and loiw n is thev will f(d 
that the slip ticks to the m^nv t with i eeitun (k u 
of font M Nikhs plm h lo conveit tin wheel of 
tht loeomotne mtoamugmt, md m ik it mi k to li i 
lion rill h\ i like luHicuoii Lhis he dexslv pliemg 
a gUvatiK baUeiy under the b(d> ot the emnu A 
wire eonnng fium th< poles ol this batten i tlun 
codid hoiizontally lound the lower put of tin wl 1 
dose to the ml, but in such a w i) tli t Mu wlie I luin 
lound fiiily within it, tn sh jiortn ns of it (iituni 
te rente conn contmually mlo rditi iwith tiie coil 
rile part of the wheel in immuliib com let with tlu 
) 111 IS thus miwk loignetu, md theietoie his a sMoii,. 
idhmou tor tho surtaee ilong wlmh it inovon ml 
the amount of the aeihebioii miy lx nieieusid oi dmn 
mshed at •in> time, by intitly augmenting oi riduein 
the intensity ed the galvanic eunent Hut ciiuibtl s 
Hirougli Hu Minounding coil Ily means of a lian Ik 
Hk dcetrieity maybe turned on oi off, and uii eflectual 
break IkiHius brought into activity Hml can mike the 
iron rail smooth or adluMvc according to the require 
mints of tht instant, and tins without in an> way 
intorfonug with tho hoc lotition of the wheels as the 
tiution breaks of necessity do liureasod adhesion is 
effotted by sugnionfed pressure, but the pussuie 
results from an atlraetion that ib iltogather indcpui 
I dent of weight Ihc lowci poitiou of tho wheel lor 
the time being is in exactly Hu sinic eondifion as a hai 
of soft lion placed wUhm a coil of wire iirtulalmg 
dcetrieity But as it rises up out of tho coil during 
Iho rotation of the Wheel, ^ grows loss and kb^ 
magnetic, tho descending portffiis of the opposite side 
of tlio ciroumferme aoquinng lucroascd magnetic 
power in tho Uko ikgreo 

M KiUbs* eaperimopts have boon mado with largo 
locomotivos in tbli operation , and ho states as tho 
result, that the telomty of tho whOol’i motaon does not 
in any way aiRict the development of ihe magnetic 
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foiec. lie finds tbo condition of tbe rail, as ref^ard^ 
vvctness or dryness, to bo quite unimportant to tlw 
siiceebs of his apparatus, and he has already monagetf { 
by its Old to aoliicve an ascent us rapid as one in lire. 

MOZART AND SCHACJL 

AN IMAOTNXnr’ niALOOTIB. 

Mozart No, no, old friend ; I am not so casi^ scolded 
out of a conviction. I tell thee ai^ain, and onco for all, 
the requiem I nm writing is for myself. How could 1 
fill it with siK'li sobbing tones for a stranger^ death? 

1 have only to finish if — tills swan-bong— -and tficn — 
ail ib over Avith Mozart. Yet not all; nm minis morm ! 
Rut oh it is Ihud, so bard to die just when fortune is 
preparing to smile; so hard to feid that the snide is 
in mockery— a mere grin at the dying man’s feebleness, 
helplessness, despair, Tlicrc are codimishions just cotiio 
in for me from Prague, and Holhuid, and Hungary — 
just come in as T am going out, so tliat we m«H*t m the 
Valley of the Shadow of J^eath — going out, out, like 
the last hpark of an overheated turnace, like tho dying 
tall ot a burial chant I 'Well, I must work while it is 
('.died day, and that is nln^ady darkening into night; 
and my only work left is tho requiem — my own 
riquuni -at wIiicIl I inubt ply like tho agod spinster 
at her own sliioud, or the lonely Ucrniit at his own 
gravt*. 

Shuih. T 'iculy hohc\c the requiem will bo the 
(katli ol you if you give loom to these fantasies. They 
aii‘ not worthy of you, Wolfgang: play the man, and 
cease to imiw'di* your r(*tovery by thobo iniscmble 
delusions. You shall write many an opera bulla yet, 
at whi<h w<»’U laugh in concert, and some scores of 
rtqiiums for dull, iicli, old burgesses, apopleetic and 
btxageiianan, lor \^houi tluy an* more m place—* 

M, (lO, like a good liund, and abk my poor ^tunerl 
to one me bai k the utihiiishcd scoic of the ret^ttiem 
wliK li those luinpisli doctors have taken aw’ay. 1 have 
only to hi mg that to a eoiielublon, and then — ■ — 

aS. Madame Mo/ait will not call me a good Iticiid if 
T isk aiJ> thing of the hoit. The lumpish dwtors aic 
wi^or thni >ou, aiil deserve a more grateftil and 
gi.ueful epitlut. They only btiatch the poisou tcom 
yoM. 

I tell Ihee the real poibon— no meiuplior — is 
sw allow'wl long ago. its virus is in all my veins; and 
they, poor wibeacn‘S, cannot extract it. Tluck-skulibl 
do they tlmik locking up my requiem will give me a 
fiosh lease of poisoned life, forty-eight more hours of 
Imgoring death -throes? All, if my beloved Dr Bari- 
sam were alive, he would have understood mo better, 
and neknowlodged tho (ruth of my convictions. Of 
two things I am so sure that were even his glioat to 
Use and deny them I would snap my fingers at 
the shadow} sceptic ; and thebe arc — that I have been 
jioisoiied lx*yond earthly remedy, and that tho requiem 
you refuse to restore me is for my own coipse, and 
will bo speedily sung. 

S. And 1 tell thee, dear Mosart, that UlnoM and 
accompanying nervous sensations are tb0 source of 
these fancies, which only deserve the death of false 
witnesses. And hero am X quite ready to fling the 
first stone at them. Cheer up I W?rite a jubllato on 
your convalescence, Instead of a gloomy aflklr whose 
minims and semibreves all smeU of thq oharnel4ioiwC| 
and art* pitched in such a dcsiietately minor key. 
These delusions aro the work of some imdiguoint spirit 


who is a liar from beginning to end; flwiniilO mocking 
devil whom you may awl must oxorciso. Luther had 
such a one, and very properly flung an inkstand at Ids 
head. Go thou and do likewise. Thou knowOSt and 
believest*itt an old book of some repute whicii says: 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Instead of 
doing ^ 0 , you play into his hands, as tliough you had 
matlo a compact like Faustus himbclf. 

jUL Tutseztms, nioti ami — Now, now, hasten- Ahere’s 
my bravo Schacli— and get the score. 1 have a new 
idea to put down: it will do exactly to follow llu^so 
last few hors, i^uiek, my brother! "Why refuse tho 
whim. If it bo one, of a dying man? 

S. Because U the wlmn, and that alone, which is 
killing him. For your wife’s sake, your Stanerl, if 
not your own, baiiibh this morbid thought, nud try 
to— — 

Jl/. All, then, let them only lay the poor n^quiom on 
my )x>d, tliat I may look at it now and then and feel it 
near me. No? — you refubo mo even that ? Heavens, 
how tho fever s(oitli(*s me up! Would God 'twero 
morning, ’twere moiiung!— — 

*S. Not fto resllebs, dearobt Mozart : how greatly }ou 
ore your own enemy, l^ct me snioutli that pillow: 
there! l*fow I’ll be quite still awldlc, and you shall try 
to ofiax sleep to befriend you a little. 

J/. Bhx*p ? 1 bhall sleep long enough soon ; sound 
enough and long enough. Do }ou think death — what 
other sleep for nv'? — wants c'lmxing and inviting from 
a poisoned man? In tears?— No? Then why turn 
}our head away? Ah, I have spoken unkindly, my 
own Schach! forgive im*. You have known me long, 
old fri(*nd, and will soon know mo no more. I am an 

ingrate, though, to burden my friends no sclfibhly ^ 

aS. Mo/arl, you were never selftsh. 
il/. I am irritable, look you, fiom pniii and sickness. 
My nerves are fearfully btraiiied — tho nerves of a 
musician, t(K>, to which tension is torture. But come; 
talk we of otlier things. Ilow went ofl‘ tho ‘Zauberfloto* 
this eveumg ? 

jS. As usual, right tnumpliantly. Its suecess is A 
mi rvi ilk. The quiiitetl in tJie first act took the house 
by storm— a nightly thing; that qumtetl, by the way, 
wliich you conipost*d during a game at billiards, as I 
remember well. 

M. You are right. Do you know T lie in bcxl every 
evening with my watch in my hand, while you robust 
fellows at the Opera aro playing my ‘Zunberflolo,’ and 
follow in imagination every Imr of the music, saying to 
myself: Now they are putting the Jmak touches to 
the overture ; now Schaeh is running away from the 
serpent; now Schickanedcr i«» tripping fortli as Pap^ 
geno with his blid-cage, or pufliiig aw^ay at the magic 
flute 

S. That’s U’tter than brooding over a requiem, dis- 
obeying dot‘tor8, and distressing a devoted wife; and 
be sure, Mozart, wo at the Opera think of you also— 
ay, tho theatre at birge, actiirs and audience, forget 
not you in their mirth. It is an enviable thing tlie 
‘ s that can delight lliousands living and myriads 


yet unborn, ^ ^ 

M. How vividly all my feverish life rises before mo 
in these lois^ly midnight watches. 1 six* myself at four 
years old making my first oflbrts at composition, doing 
over^ childish act to a musical accorapamment ; asking 
niy dear mother and sister Nanuerl— God bless Her !— 
twenty times a day whether thqy loved me, and Otying 
if they jcstuigly said No: covering tables, cMirs, and 
Uio very floor wiUi arilluuetical figures, in iny first 



love for a teicncc stUl doar to mO: cojojinu tlio prawo 
of niy anxious father — ah, I can see Ujc t^irs rolling 
doHU hi$ chet‘kB as plainly as I did theiiWwbou I 
scribbled a little cottoerto for Uk> chrur at six years 
old : scraping away at a tiny violin, accoiupanled by 
kind obi Siiliacbt^ the trumpeter: and tlien those 
nicntorahle tours wo mado— my fntlier, Nanncrl, and I 
— to Vienna, iwd Paris, and Loudon . nt one placeikissed 
by Maria Theresa, at another crammed aith sweetmeats 
by tho^taeen of France, at a third i)t‘ttod and plnyod 
with by King Geor«,e - -at whose court I ought to have 
taken up my abwle hail a wiser head sproutoil from 
those little shoulders. Uiii)i>y childhood 1 from which 
1 am separated by so few yt^ars and so nitUi^ sorrows. 
Surely 1 am dying U^foro my lime. Ko inusicuue of 
genius should die at thirty-five— no, nor at forty, nor 
yet fifty. IIis ideas are only then ripening to a grand 
issue. Jle cannot but improve Jis lie goes on, if only he 
is enthusiastic and conscieutiou<i. i^jok at our friend 
Gluck— rtytficscot 1/1 /icjc/- /— -how late in life wero his 
ti uiniphs. 1 that wrote ‘ La Piula SenipUce ’ at twelve, 
*P4*aio’ at thirty, ‘ D^n Giovanni ' at llurty-one, ‘Cosi 
fauTutte’ at thirty-four, and now this * //niherilote ’ 
and ‘La C'lemenza dt Tito' at thirty-five-~svhAt miglit 
1 not do ten, fifteen years hence? lint no: tUsahUf 
T isum. The tirnt*, the set time is couie ; and Mozart 
and hifl operas are to end with an early leriuiem. 

StUl haiping on that fatal string ! 

M* Because its uuisk* lias an unearthl> spell that 1 
camiut r<w8t any move than the qui\enng birii cm 
shim tlie glare ol the sci pent’s eye. Think you it is m 
my power to shake off this comiction? (iiKl kpows 
liow gladly I would bo rid of its haUful, blasting jire- 
sonce ; for the fear of death is strong upon me, and a 
horiiWo dread o^orwh<lm8 me. It was not always so 
I once hHiked calmly and iudifl’crently on death, and 
oould pity the cowardice that quailed la'fore its approach. 
Three or Ibur years ago I could assure ni> jioor father, 
tlien oil his dying bed, that I had so familuuiM d myself 
with death as the true liieud of our rac»(», fulhllmg as it 
rl(H^ the real design of our life, that its image h<ul 
erased to afftight me; and at ^hat tiing i never di\>w 
my Sgurtains at night without seriously rcfii'ctiiig that I 
I might die during the night-watehes , yet was i ficc 
ftiom company, and ale my hard-won bread in 

lieart. Alas I it is quite otherwise now ! 
The prospOOl of di$«holution shocks me. f would ftiii 
Ine tor my wife and children’s sake; for th(‘ sake of my 
frieuds, my art, niy reputation. Things are just l>egm- 
nmg to mend; fortune, hitherto so coy, ii brightening 
with iivomise ; tlie world is begiiniing to resiM»el anil to 
rare for Mozart — but Mozart must not tariy. As the 
Kiighsh have it : * Time aJud tide wait for no man ’ —the 
scythe pf time, and the icy rusliiiig tid<* of diuth. 
Already its booming w aters chill ino as I listen — 

S. I>o not give way thus. Why should >ou alone 
bo hopeduss of recovery ? Wo hope — aU Vienna liopt s 
^to have magy another op<»ra fr<nn you jet, 

l(t could only live to write one or two more, 
that 1 might leave my Ixrys something tor daily bread 1 
Hitherto my best music has done little to make me a 
purse, but it w'ould be different could I sol to work 
again now. * Lon Giovanni' brought me in a hundred 
ducats, * Figaro' next to nothing, the * Zaulicrllote' 
worse than notldug. IVrhaps these very works will 
entiidi managers, home and fondgn, when 1 am hi my 
grave. 1 ]know Father Haydn thinks so, and ho Is 
worth hoarlfig. 

A'. Voi^; I haro lieard good old Joseph discourse with 
enthusiasm, m his vwn bland, quiet way, oh the ‘ won^ 
derftil genius He at loiitt apprepiates^our 

originsJity'^**^ yaty thing tjhat offends shallow musi- 
cians and sttf£ oAww-mitwiod professors. * Beautiful I' 

I viMueiidgir his itaying. Just iHUhre leaving iw for Hug^ 
land, ^ hen a sonata of youri was porfoi Bcautl* 
full it is bo Mozartislil* How jt is ludicrous to haigf, ; 


on the other luind, htupid dunces complain that eveiy- 
thing from your pen is objectionable because it ir.mb- 
Vresses old tr.nditions, overleaps artificial hounduries, 
outgrows straitlaced fashions, and is so Mo/arlish ! 

Jf, It is very true that whatever 1 write has a ctT- 
tain distinctive chnractor, witliout my aiming nt oiiai- 
nalityr-^nny, without my being able to define what that 
certain something is. The cause of the disiinction Is, I 
sup]>ose, the samo as that which gives my nobc a parti- 
cular sisO and aquiline shapt*, making it Mo/nrt’s, and 
diflbrent from that of other people. Good Joseph 
Haydn la-yes, he undcrstocHl me O si .sir omm s ' Like 
him and itaudi*!, 1 ought to have bctthil in Lnglaiid, 
iiibtoad of i^tUing and fretting, and spcnilmg blnneth 
for nought, aij^mg petty prinOipalit ics at homo, lla j dn 
ib now, you see, a proSperoub gentleman, and will rctuin 
a substantial and dignified one, to lay Ins bones m Ins 
fitherland in a green old age. I bhali uckt bce that 
good soul again — a conviction that was muumfnlly 
strong uiMin me w1u>n 1 wTung his hand as lu kit 
Vieniu. Ah, the solitary bick-rooin, how' it is iH'ojdid 
with tJie familiar forms of one's friends ! And to think 
that tlio eye must never glance at them again ! Tlicre 
IS Plaj dn and tlie Storaces, and Kelly and 'J’hoina^ 
Linkj. and 

*s. All of whom, like yours(*lf, an* living, and .h 
unwilling as 1 am to despair of j'our n(*overy 

M. TIk n, an.iiu, my jmpiis — bome of them at h.itt - 
what joy it would give mo to watih 11 k ir progitss and 
afibtd them oneouragi ment wdien they ikcmI it • ,i tlimg 
denknl or grudgingly doled out to me in inv musical 
pupilage. 

#S. \ cfl, live Mozait ! - live, and impart life to tin m ; 
imhuc them with your ideas; quality tluin to develop 
the principles of \ourart and to establish the revolu- 
tion joii have so woithily I tguu ! lio is vour most 
piomLuig disii]>k ? 

J/. There's a clever Lnuli**!! lad, Atw ood. ol w liom his 
country will jKrhaps one day }»e proud, though he is not 
overstocked witli ideas iioi eapablo of ercatm*' a new 
era in art. Tliat young fcUovr, Beethoven, wlio has 
now settled among ns at Vienna, h> will jinike a lU'ise 
111 the woild, or 1 have no oar tor harmiaij, no jiowcr 
to discern sjarits— and peichanct, like me, luou* noi^e 
afier he has left it thun while lu mlmhits ii Sj pio- 
I phesks Mozart id’ Beetlioviui and Imnbcll And tlurc ’s 
lltlJe Hummel— I love little llaiiH, if onl> toi ucallmg 
I my own ehildibh dajs and wnj*. — coumKiid me to hmi 
for fluency and expivssion at the x>ianofbi te ! 'I hesi. aro 
i my most luaik-woithycatediumens; uiul I lament now 
that I have &|Kmt ao little paiiiH on tluin. 1 was lu ver 
cut out for a teacher. 'I'lie |>lod(!ing routine of the ait 
I could study myself, but not dm into the eai s ut otliers. 
When I might to have lK*cn pupilisliig, i seduc«*d the 
)>oj s into a game ut bilhards. Ah, follies uiul sms i i>e 
in bwaniiH to condemn me now, of which J took no 
account at the time! ( > the nocromaiiey of a sick-bed ! 
Dejection and emhairasbirient drove me to illicit plea- 
suies— thowo ideasiiri'b of hiu which arc but for a stason, 
but the sting of which is fur all tiino. Kyrit eh f iso?}! 

K Hash! I hear ninilame on the stairs Don’t ht 
her find you thapsodisiiig thus, or 1 .shall be forbid 
the house. 

J/. You arc right. Turn to the darter^ and begin 
playing ov cr my last Fantasia — not tiu) JorU tliough, 
for ^lis mirk midnight, and some jK^oplc can sleep 
tliodgh Mozart caunot. You do well to ch(*ck , my 
miserable croaking, barking, hissing about bclf, self, 
self. Wliat has come to thee, Mozart? Dost thou 
whino Ibr the moon and other impossible tojs? 
J*ihaw my Constance, tny own Stiiuerl; 

you are juat in time to sec IJerr Tumiiio brealc down 
lit playing at sight, and hedp me to laugh at the poor 
Ilk ightii Wlty that very first ebonl thrcatcrib to btrauglc 
him, • • • » Bravo, Schai^hJ a mtraciilou^i escape 1 
Jlut tighten tUo reins in going fiaUnd the comer —(turn 


I 


I 
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I the loaf for him Stancrl) — or thftt crotchety pasfia^e 
i with tlio tuH^ideutal flats will be the death of you. 
.... Skilfully rendered. Kvvim i^chach ! *“ 

THE ruKNCir press. 

The nowbpaper, that political weathercoQk—tIjnt moral 
Ivaroiiieter -that intellectual telegraph of civilised life 
— varies, like its produwrs tiiid consumers, in fonn and 
features, ai'cording to the locality in which it Nourishes. 
Ill 1'urkey it is an infant, in Russia and Austria it is a 
slave ; in Italy it is a dwarf, in Spain it is <P muffled 
rlespcTiulo; in Northern Uennany it is a pipe: laugh 
not, we h(‘he(rh you!— a pipe always pufl^ at, always 
going out, and always being lighted anew. Again : in 
AiniTiea it is a prize-fighter, and in Uallfornia it is — a 
first-rate hpeculution. Rut in England it is a manu- 
faeturi'r, while in Prance everybody knons it is a 
8olditr to the hackbone. 

(lenerally speaking, in England a newspaper is at 
bottom nn investment of capHltd; in b'rance it is more 
I ebbcntially a difensive and olfbfisive engine — a sort of 
intelleetual eal apult or halistor for throwing liatri ords 
and ]>onited iii\e(^tives nt the leaxlers of the enemy. In 
I England a pajicr abuboh a man on principle, and strictly 
I as a matter of Inisiiios^ ; in Franei* it is passion tiuit 
famishes th\ iJowtler, and hope of ^e^enge the bullet 
to an editoinl ( liarg(‘. Your Briton uses his artillery 
b)stennitieall\, jiimI spares Jiib ammunition ; your Gaul 
loads to the nni//le of his enn, and cares little if he 
I hiiiNt lus h.iru I in the e\j)loMon. Your ven.d jonr- 
j nnlist ill England i- a stuiuly speculator — a nitiu who 
I know b how ‘to make ,i book,’ and ‘ liedge’ wient ideally ; 
in Eranec he is a leekless boldier of fortune — « contlol- 
tiero, a bngaml. In England it is the journal as a 
house of business that PU(*eeed*»; in l^'rance it is the 
in.iti, (la hader of a paxt,>, who triumpliH. in England 
the propriitor is rarely <‘<litor; in Prance the editor is 
feiurall) [nojnii tor. lii England newb]>aper8 profess to 
/</>;< s< litf m Fraiiee they }>rotind XofouUj public opinion. 
Ill England tlie prtsM w'oars a mask ; in Prance it dls- 
pl 1 ,^ h a eoekadf. An English jouinal utters the idoub of 
.1 1 l.i**? or a parly ; a French journal pi’cclahus the sen- 
timents of a man or a eliqiic. The English pa'ss forces 
tlie ruling po^^ers to piu ifie suhrnisblou; the Prench 
picbs conspires their downfall and destruction. The 
hhiglibhiuaii warns, the PreneUman tlueatons. Lastly, 
m England the unsuceessfiil sxH*culutor becomes baiik- 
1 nipt ; in Pranee the unlucky nthtcieiu gets shot. ^'110 
foniuT is ruined by the capital, the latti*r killed by the 
j bullet of his ri\ al. 

I In other respects the contrasts belwocti the two 
press(>s are ciiu.illy striking. The PhiglUli press is free, 

I }et prostrves almost invariably a eertuin tone of mwle- 
tat ion and eoii> cntlonal polltiness; the French press 
groans under the most alibolute hoiulage, being subject 
j to fines guarautei»d by the dopoblt of a large caution- 
money -for a daily paper a thousand pounds, which, if 
* diiniiiiillied by a fine, must be made up again before 
I lh(‘ reappearance of the journal — and to seizure by the 
police. It is under the most arbitrary regulations as to 
sale. For example, no liberal pai>er is allowed to be 
sold in the strwts where the tnonajrchicid prints are 
permit led to hawk their treason against the RepubJic 
Unmolested. Kuch iucousisteney mCtdor a republican 
government appears ahiiobt incredible j nevertheless 

I * Wm th« wriiboi’ of this mWo favour us ones inure with hW 
nsmu luia aadriSHi, bis first note havini; burn nuSUId ? 


tliero is not an inhabitant of Paris, of auy party, who 
will not boar witness to th<* fact. Yet thfi ‘ Evdnemont,* 
a republican evening paper, has a larger sale than all 
thAjpurnjmx de *oir of the reaction put together. It has 
A splendid office on the Boulevards, nearly opiiosite the 
Cliauss^ d*Antin- a luxury in which none of its oppo- 
nents indulge. Again : ‘ TiJi Presse,* tlie areal ropubli- 
caii msming paper, is lieyoml all comiiari^on the most 
popular and widely-circulated journal in PraiUM?. 1'he 
indisputable success of these organs would icaii^n dis- 
passionate obs4.‘rvor to believe that i^uhlicanism has a 
broader basis in P'rancu than ISngliali journals usually 
admit; for, after all, why should the number of Htamjis 
consumed by the ‘ P^L‘s^e’ nml the ‘Kvenemont’ so far 
exeted that ii*^<mI by any other morning and (»vt»ning 
papers, unless there existed in various parts of the 
eounlry a republican class of readers to subscribe to 
them ? Again : any one who w ill take the trouble io 
inquire on the Bourse at Parih, will iind that'shart^s in 
‘JjU Presse’ are at a eousiilcrable ]>remiimi, wJdle those 
of nearly every royalibt anti imperialist journal are at a 
fearful discount. These himple facts, which are htatisil 
quite indeiKmdently of all political vieWb, are W'ortliy of 
remark, as tluy afford a clue to estimating the pivsent 
condition of our neighbours, not to bo found in the 
p.nssionato iMilcmics of opposing factions. 

Nutwithslmiding the restrh^tioiia above alluded to - 
to return to our point of contrast*— the French pris« 
indiilgc^s in tli(‘ most niemudng and inflammatory at- 
tacks upon men, ministries, and ]>iirties; and though 
in P^nglund the anonymous system prevails, while m 
P>ance every article is now signed (bylaw) with tlie 
name of its writer, personality in P’rench journals runs 
much higher than in oui owm prints. 

Another curious dillerence: in France there is no 
duty on advertisements; yet that Vast engine of tinfflc 
is there in its inf'uiey comjiareil willi its gig««ti<* 
expansion in Phigland, wheie so onerous a tux is levied 
upon every anmmu(*eraent of our w'ants and wu^hes. 
Blit, indeed, what is trade in P’lance comparetl with 
trade in threat Britain ^ ^Vhat idea have the iiiouopOT^ 
lists and pcdlers of that young ilc^public of llu^ burning 
fever of competition which drives tln‘ golden current 
through the veins of British industry and enterpnsol 
Prance is following rapidly m our footsteps. She is 
alivady the .sfitom/ eommerehil state in JCurojie, and far 
ill advance of all others in wealth ami prosperity. L<‘l, 
however, the following statistics, taken from a recent 
work on political ei*ouoiny, or rat Iter ]M)litieal coiApara- 
tive anutoniy, convey souie uutioii of the gulf which 
still separates the two coiiutries in a linaiiciiu and xwo- 
gr<*Shi\e jMiint of liew — • 

Great Britain, it is ealeulatod, has an income of about 
li.550,()0t),0d0. Her taxes arc about L.o0,000,000 or 
one-elci eiith of her total revenue. Franco has an income 
of L.320,(K)t),000 onl>, with a taxation of L 70,000,000, 
or moiv than one-fiftli of her total revenu<'.t That is to 
say, France produces rather more than one-half what 
Great Britain prodm^es, and i.s taxed more than doubly 
in proportion to her means I 
To retiini to tlu' advertisement department of the 
prt^ss -a clepiirtment so inqiortant with us, so insignifi- 
cant in I’Ynnee. At a rough giiess we should say tlrtt 
there are at least one hundred times as many advertiw'- 
incnts annually printed and publislied in London ns in 
Baris. From this eonscientlous the reader may 
form some dim notion of the vast disparity between 
the tw o countries in that particular walk of liloraluro> 
It is impossible to estimate the eflfbct of the aboU- 
tion of the *naturally-doteHted advertisciiK*nt-duly in 


* Anklogios And Contnmts, or CoiApamtfvo fikatchos of FrSneS 
mid KuzUmd, by the auUior ol H expiations oi Ruiista, Ste. 

t Tha taxation of Fmnpo has l>«*n alnoo Incroosdtb f.«t ns 
hope ttiat by ■omomyatertoiis procoss Ian revenue has bioreaseg in 
Isro|)OrHon. 
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this country, iiihRh would put ua m that inspect on a 
level with the hrendi Rrohahlyt if our hypcjtheaia be 
at all ncai the umrk, that the nuiuUi of Jllniiah mhea^ 
tiaements 19 nou; as a hundj^nl to ouo 111 hrauco, the 
ratio would not fAm much below one thousand } 

As a sort of counterpoise to it* political bondage, the 
Btflinp on a Jb>enoli newspaper is only ont-half that 
impuiiKid in KngUad, and papci duties oic unliaiowu 
Heine ariaea a ftirthor mipouanfc distinction between 
the prl^a of France and th it ot her island ncighliour 
There aie aovcrainiaily mwspipcrs published m Paris, 
edited a)i<l contiibutnl to hj the most distinguished 
men of the day, t I k piut ot wliidi is only two sous, 
or one penny the nuiubu lime sous is the pnee ol 
tho more expiu'^ivo joiuiuiIh Tlieii sale is ut lotrso 
pruiKntioiial to th(U pure, and then influditc const - 
queutty much more <.\Undid than 111 hnglaiid, uhcii a 
diil> papci 18 a lu\uiy absolutely forbuldcn to tho 
pouKi and working-thbscs 11 c uco the l<Kiich, as a 
nit ion, are much faithoi advanced 111 political kuow> 
hdcfi, nyht or wrong, tlian the 1 nglish, and far inoie 
excited and impatuiiit on the subicct of rc foims wlmli 
tho (lominmt tliss — that is to sa^,tho hutmunmy 
intmally delay and oppose by every me ins ni their 
power 

Now in >1 uicc at least one adult m Uu ib cither a 
soldier, a placeman, 01 a i>o 1 ko spy No wender that 
the revolution ra ftenmueniei m the biains of French 
philosophers, and tho hearts of French poets and 
patiiots, when a tenth Of tho population consume more 
than n hfth of the total revenue of a country in which 
thonsuh of ail ajmi division of propcit> would giio 
about sitenprar * a day to c%cr> citucn shareholder 
Thus the want of almsis to attack or pioposc icmt 
dies for is not one of the niiHrortmics of a Ircnch 
joumnhst, and newspipcis tlouiibh iccorditigly 

(>n Ihootlin hind, tiu gicat unstamped puss, which 
111 Lnglind dms so inucli foi tlu education and u\iiis 
ation of tho people, is entirely unknown in I raiice, 
owing to tlu police rcstiictioiw thniwu lound cvcf> 
thing connected with punt and jia|Kr m tbit lepublu 
of coiiti adu tions Hu place of tlu so ainubing ami 111 
Stiuctjvc |>cJiodu iN IS iu bly supiiliod by the fiudhtm 
of the daily papers (weeklies are rare— tlu > suit not tlu 
levonsh progress oi events in a revolutionary stitc ) 
in these are pubhshe*d tiles, liteiaiy and dramatic criti 
cism, and artulcs of vaiioits kmd^, by the bcllctristu 
writcis of bramc But as fbc lumls of Alexander 
Diiinus absorb the greatc r portion of tho /< udhu ns of 
tlu best Circulated louimds, they 0^1 r small field either 
foi hUrary aspiration or for iioxmlar instruction How* 
ev<r, all classes in I ranee aic at present so bus> beck- 
ing wliat they call a solution in politics, that tliiiy 
do not perhaps ful very keenly tlu want of ]i|. liter 
nufnmept for tlieir minds on tho ouo hand or mote 
enduring literature on tlu otlu r 
Tho wntcre of liciicli lournals are simply all the 
men of note and talent m Fiance, who randy fad to 
defend with their pens m a nowsp ipcr tlu priiieipies 
they have advocated with their Ups 111 the House of 
Assembly. Even the voty Buba and peuny-adintrs, as 
we ahouU call them m Lngland, arc mostly ambitious 
ttftiYigh ponniloss young adventurers, whose future it is 
not often eaay to prqpnos> Their boldness ot imem* 
tipn, when a eoiner is to bo Ullerl np at all baaards by 
on extempore or *duck,* os it xs teamed, is 

truly admirable. We were mm h amused by reading 
iu a French evening paiu*r the other day how, owing to 
some egg-^elis being throim down in the street, an 
unfbrtunate c ab-horse fell down, and Ais/cst ifuimg out 
%n QppoMU direttioMf bruko aft four kqh on tli* spot j 
*lno knaokef*/ conttnues tlio duck^-makcr, ‘was im- j 
manely sent Anr# to put the poor ommal out of it# 

■ . 

yioiifihoA caleulates ■ovoaiy^ilw nsoUoxi kimocid 

asSrSnpexKi>xwr)im 4 |Sgdiem *• 


agony.’ W)iercui>on fbllows a jirofound moral reflec- 
tion on the wickedness ot throwing egg-shells into tho 
street, which to more confiding rccwlers must lu\o 
proved highly edifying and tuimucndable 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT 
Tixaun or four years ago, an association sprang up with 
tho purpose of fostering a spirit of peace and a hatred 
of war in*^dl its forms Oiiue doubts ha\t been enter- 
tained as to the utility of such an associition It is 
alleged lAia^ all persons would naturally preici pence to 
war, if)Ut that cireiimstmecs miy compel in appe il to 
arms, and tliat so Ion/ ns bid passions li ivc sway it is 
desirable to bo prtliaied for tho worst— that, indied, a 
WfU-organibed force, by acting as a tenor, is the best 1 
prescivativc of gencril tianquilhty 'Hie question, | 
thorefoie, may be said to admit of some ek^ice of 
contioveisy TiutU is to a certain c*Ktcnt on both , 
bide s 

How eve i the matter maybe argued, it will be nmver- 
sdly allowed that war is a bad thing, and has prodmtd 
most lamentable coiisoquencos as regaiiis evm tho 
]iresint geneiation Ihe dithculty is to know how to 
leiidei its ricurreiue imp(»bBibli It is c vidt ut that the 
vast ma;onty of mankiml in in a xtiti of sluxking 
barharisui, and that it is only hcie and tluii thi( n dly 
cmlised and oiderly dibtioMtions pi(\ ul KolJ out the 1 
map of the world and let any mm lu )iis fni^ei on 
the country where the jicople m so tlioioaf,lily iinlmid ' 
with corifHt tee lings ns to render arnu 1 foi i amongst 
I thi'in undesirable We heir imuh of the spit id ol 
bCKiil improvements Thank iul we uie foi all tetog 
msahh sif,ns of advance nient , hut ill tint has iNen I 
I done IS but \ lielit let m upon dii kmss, and only shews 
I whit is diU hit to be tlheUd in the wiy ol „ lui tl 
illaninniiou Little more thin three >t iib a^o, i 
disoideil^ mob had jiosbcssion of (ihsgoiv nit tlu 
progre*ss of a g< mi il sac k w is st lyed only hy milit ii3»“ 
foicc As long as large cities aie expoNtd to coiuni 
goneusof thi* kind — 111 diort, until tin \tiy Immbltst 
otders of tho eomuiuinty know how ti it uht< th n 
feelings— it is laqalcBS to eX|M:(t 111 uttei anmiiiiatiou 
ot that desporite and ultimutc resomee waild i 
cugimxy Hun as to loieij^n (ountiies J uok no 
fmthci tlinn riancc it is a uuiieibd cncimpmeut 
— amtiunuumd to tiu teeth in dtuul ol scKial out 
buak, and posse ssiin^ a tital piotuiiess to inek qii mels 
with pent cabl> dispow d mighbouis 1 

It would, we think, be the hej«,ht of folly for the | 
advocates of pc^ac'e prineiphs to ignore the existciue 
every wheio of a reasonable apology loi mauit uiniig i 
certain apparatus of cUtome against violence Ihe I 
world 18 not to be tnistc d Ihut is tho teiiihle niibfoi 
tune But this very want of confidemee is the best 01 
all lugununtb foi tip spicnd oi such principles as tend 
to olAiatc a rtcourBc to tlu bwoid Let all peoples be 
educated up to the i>oiiit at wlueh war inspires scnti 
lucnts of boiroT an \ detestation, and tho thing is done 

Tlio mission of tho i’eme* Society, as we Bup{>use, is 
to promote this species of euUuio , and so fai its aim 
c aimot but nicet with approi ul Aye ry import int end 

will be gaineol m merely bunging contiguous natioiib to I 
a kuowlpdge of each othci Mutual suspuious and | 
misapprehensioua bayc led in post tunes to proelama- 
tions of wHi , and diplomacy, with all its cost and pre- 
tensions, It is grievous to sa}, bos seldom been oi any 
avail m these sexious conjunctum How different, in I 
all piobability, would have been the rosult m the easo ' 
of tho first American and French xuyolutionary war 
had the two disputing parties --tlie people, not diplo- 
matists-^ been taught face to face to state their diiie- 
lunees in au Honoat spuit of adjustment I It is to lie 
bopod that bn aiity fbturc occasion for national dispute, 
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g'ancKsr scale, but n(mt any tmupo wild and interesting. 
To give an idea of it in a ww wonis^ 1 will any that wo 
soeiued to bo in thn reach of a river surroundt^d and 
narrowed almost t 0 a torrent by the oecnniuUtcd ruins 
of Dm&dioal temples, 'riio island of Higgeh on one 
hand, and the main on the other, seemed entirely com* 
posed of a collection of huins boulders, among which, 
here and there, a few hhrubs uith twinkling green 
loaves were to be soon. Many ihohited rocks obstructed 
the edhrsc of thO stream, and we hod souietimcs to be 
dragged by main force IwUtH'n them— the guiisvales 
grating on cither side. It w n& an cxeit mg httle journey ; 
and 1 confess that our feelings were v^orkod up to a 
very high pitch svhon we saw another l«>at backing 
down on the opposite bank, in spite of the eiforis of 
the men, who hold on by ropes, and then breaking 
loose, go spinning away, ve thought, in the din.‘ction 
of the eatarauls: not tiiat wo anticipated any fatal 
accidoiit;^ but the fact was, that tlio l)oat contained 
our baggage, our sorvants, and, above all, our pro- 
visions. Wo could atfont no assistance, hut crawled 
on, gloomily anticipating a lute dinner. 

The grandeur of tho f«trms that meet the eye during 
this trajoct is such, that when the really inaicstie ruins 
ot the Temple of Pinloj, w illi their lofty plain walK and 
long liarmunious lines, firat iK'giii to pcsip f^tueeii the 
opening rocks, you cannot repress a fending* of disap- 
pointment. Most of the other inonumonts of Kg>pt 
break niwn the view as you 4 *incrge from amidst 
nHsorable hovels, or gradually <hiwn at tho extieniity 
of va&i level h ; but tlu^ mysterious Philm springs at 
01100 into sight, as it wen*, from the niidit of jaggcsl 
precipices and columnar hills, and seems all too smootli 
and (‘legant for such a setting. We might not be sur- 
prised at finding a nymph n*ehning her daint} form 
upon the crushed flowers ot a meadow, or the ekstie 
turf of a green hill; but on tin* shatteied lip of a 
crater or a stony table-land, we should i\p( ct to descry 
the uncouth limbs of satyrs or fauns, or ('yclopequ 
anchorites. Vast pillars quarried out ot the living 
rock, mountainous propybea gloomy with age, horrid 
colossi, and eavenious colonnades, fcuch us astound the 
Qya in more tranquil neigh bourhoiKk, would here have | 
bwn in keeping ; but not that while and elegant pile 
which apxKiuxs, as the wilderness of granite is cloven 
by the binning stroain, to totter in the suiisbine over 
these verdant and waving groves. 

Pliilce lies between the boiitliorn extremity of Biggeh 
and the eastern bank. As we turned lowonlb it, 
U'neath bOiue lofty boulders covert*d with hieroglyphics, 
the prospect widened, and villages, btripb of cultiva- 
tion, and groves appeared. Hut these were soon again 
bi(bUm by the island itsedf, under the steep bank of 
wdiich wo were earned by another friendly imfl. 
Tiiongh pretty well used to antiquity-bunting, we w^ere 
scarcely ittepaml for the profosiou of objects that here 
burst upon us, soUeitlng our notice : vast temples, dimi- 
nutive chapels, altars, shrines, obelisks, colonnades, all 
foimed by a rebellious vegetation — we ran over all, 
ami came back confused and iierplexed, like a rustic 
who has turned up the concealed cntraiu'c of a cave of 
untobt treasure with his plough, and stands not know- 
ing what to take— tlm diamoxids or the coins, the vases 
or tlie roliee of ]»rice— until the guardian demon comes 
swooping dow n tike a black cloud, and reduces him to 
a heap of cinders, or changes him into an ape. Our 
I fqveries wore interrupted by a gi*nteel imp named 
IXarooD) who, instead of cocercising any diabolical arts of 
magic, announced that the provisiou-<boat had arrived, 
anci that dinner w«k laid in the tout. I Know not why 
poking about among tuins invariably creates a vora- 
cious appt^ito*-i-})erlia|M it is that thoughts of the 
instability of human tilings weary the koly as well Os 
the mind; at anyrate, every one declared that tlujy 
lelt h * Sinking ;• mul off we wont to colli*ot strenjBrtll 
^d eOttiage for more minute imeetigation. 


Ido not intend attempting to give a tupogiapluc.il 
description of tho Uluud of Phi la*, nor to restore in 
imagination what time has overthrown. The learned 
might dispute my conohibions, or sniilc contemptuously 
at my arrowee. A few words will convey an idea of 
tho chief foaturos of iutere«-t. At the wmlhern ex- 
tmnity, where the Nile is seen winding into the Nubian 
ravine — at length tVoc from obstnictinns and m all its 
pbteiii majesty — was evidently of old the ebiof approach 
of tlie ifttnnd, overlooked by an immense naked rock. 
Two colonnades, of ditfcient stjles ot aicbitectnre, bad 
obliquely to a gate, flanked by the usual pynuiudal 
towqra ; this admits you into a court, with chapels on 
(‘itlii'r hand, and terminated b> another gate au<l tw o 
other towers. Beyond is a binaller court, jnrtly covi led 
in by a mobsiv'e root; biipported by gigantic colninuo; 
and then suc<‘eed in some (‘onfiision dark passages and 
darker rooms, devoted no doubt to the moie mjsteiious 
teroinoiucH of the yet unexplained religion of the 
ancient Egyptians. 

Such is the iirineipal building or body of bUlUlings ; 
but there is an elegant temjib* standing hc pai lU* to the 
east, and an immense mimlier ot ^malkr pibs, g<iU- 
ways ami ruinr<l walk, that seem not to foiin juirt ol 
a connected plan. IHic whole i-iland was ioinitnly 
siirioundtxl, or uither its sides w'en bj walls of 

hewn stone, large }H>iiums (.f vnIiuIi htill Kinain. *^111011 
there is a pioiusion of httle staircases, b.idiiig some 
down to the water’s edge, some up to hub bnaets, 
some to the top of llw* pix>pybej, with oonidors oi»t‘ning 
into all Hortb ot little rcHuns; so tli.il tin inmd abso- 
lutily gets latLgiied by the str.niiife iH'veiies and sjieui- 
Utiona th.it coatiiiiiaUy pi ss into it. N<a must we 
forget the eiuUess succtssjon of s( nlptun s- tlie hgines 
ot go<ls, smut* lieantifnl, hul the guaUi p.nt hideous — 
the symbols, the iii‘»cuptions, tlu* inoiillis .md daiuing 
<*yes, the seipents, searaKvi, and other leplilis, tin loiil- 
looking V ultiiros, the hawks, the dogs, tlu odd, aibi- 
trary Signs -all huddled togither to toiin an nu\])li- 
cable meaning. Surely it is uniKsisMry to ‘iv iiioii 
to expLun why we passed hour alter lumi in a of 
uneasy wonder. 

We had heard of a curious Miocession of j>iss.i«ns in 
the eastern wall of the temple, and \ eiil ol coin se to ( ' - 
ploie them. We IcaiKil down a kind of well, and lound, 
flrst, a room to the left without oinamcnt oi s(ulptiiu. 
Leaving tins, we followed the pas^age to the md, ami 
rciuhed a sfpiare hole ovirhe.wl. So wi got up wiili 
some diflb’ult.v, ami ietian*d our slips in the same 
ducctiou until we b.iw anoihtT hole at the ojiposUe md, 
winch b‘d to a ainnlar passage; and so on tor s(v< lal 
stoiejs as it were. I was at fiist inclined to think Hint 
the huiblers litwl employed this .iitilice to give the wall 
ail apiK»aran('e of immense soUdiiy witliout wasting 
stone ; but a succession ol n.irn>w bon/ontul air-holes, 
artfully cotiecalcd on the outsirle, sietncd (u suggest a 
puriH)se of utility. We thrust out twigB fn«n those in 
the u)>per pasRiige, and lound that they were not much 
more ilian liutiVwuy up the wall. It w ])robable, there- 
fon*, although no other opening liaa y et b(‘en disiox^ied, 
that thia was a M*eret way to some of tlioilumbeis 
now buried in rubbi«h at the noiUi-east corner of the 
temple. 

Ou retnriiug downwards, just a« we wx*re going to 
drqj) into the Ibwcr passage, we observi d that at om» 
Side of the square hole there wiw a large stone liedgf d 
into what appeared to be an ni>erturo or entiunce of a 
chamber, it struck us that tins might have escaped 
the observation of proeixling visitors anxious to pnK'wd 
tiiglier and higher, and now ascertained, by thruHtiug 
in loug sticks, that there was really a dark cluimbcr 
beyouM. My cMmipoiiion — became cnthuBiabtic, 
vowed he would not stir flora the SjKit until ho had 
removed the huge obhtaele that lay in the way of our , 
farther investigations. He easily comramucuted lus 
tU^qitememt to me ; uml, hy suggesting that there might 
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bo a lrtrc(c trea'^iiro in tbo hitherto unexplored room 
beyond, to the two men who ii^'ccmpanicd ua. One of 
them wont quietly to fetch tooN, and wo wore soon it 
work with lever and chisol. At first it seemed olmo«it 
a hopeless iinderlnkini?. The stone was about thro© 
ft‘ot squaie; but w'o soon dibcovorctl that it was nwrely 
siipporterl by a small i)n)jeetion on one side, and that it 
huny over the paasnKO below mow' than half its width. 
1 c/uinot eonvey an i<loa of the excitement of tJi.it hour 
of hot dusty work, nor of ihc energy of my friiVd, who 
at length pufiliod aside the Arabs, and with Ideodinfr 
liands and hard-straiiKvl nui^'Cle, dislodged tlw* cnor- 
moiih block, which AU*iJt tbnndcriiijr down, leaving as 
It wcrt‘, a black chasm open to view, 

IVc jiauscd a moment to drawn loner breath, talked 
s‘u»oly about nuqihUic vapour, and then, eandh‘ in hand, 
I>r(>eceded with panting hearts to explore the iiewly- 
opened recen, which we exi>e<qctl to turn out to lie 
at liast the tomb of (Isiris. I went first, caution dy 
en'Cpiiig on my hands and knees, when— oh shaine! oh 
eonfusion ! - I found myself suddenly in one of tlio side- 
reoins of the ‘•aiu'tuary, and caught through the open 
doorway thontirim* torm of ii young Iiuly, who hud 
wickedly overle ard our enthusiastic conversation, and 
was liastoniug to eomnmnii'atc our important discovery 
to the resi of the party ! After a Jiearly laugh, w'e 
cunsol(*(l ourselves by n fleeting that w'c had increased 
tlic fanlity of access to the pissagc*. Our Arahb, how- 
ever, hxiked ne fully about, and asked : * Where was the 
tie.isuio?’ and it wa^ woth Hoino difiUulty that, at a 
future piriod, wc coul<l persuade tlicni to Join in more 
Miccisdui ( \(a>.itious. i 

J< had lucn icsolvi'd to pass the night on the roof of j 
the t< tuple ; so w e gaily t njoyeil our tea and toast, and the j 
morq liiisti rn pijn*, at the entr.mce of what i'. sometiiius 
(•died the tond> ofOsiiis; and having jdayed a game of 
Whit m> thought like? retired - no, not tolnd, nor 
j(‘l to H st, ])ut t()iu‘(l('wn under the cquivoe.d proleclioii 
of a lent -cloth stretched over an open landing-place at 
th' top of the i»nmip.d shnrease. W(‘ had b<»cn broiled 
hv da\, hill weie iK.irly fro/tn ,at night. The wind, 
th.tt blew lond and strong without, (ame swoojiiig in 
(virv now .iiid then through crack and cranu^i, as if he 
had .1 imght> objection to our presence in such romantic 
(luartcrs. \Vi. laughed at him, however; and w lapping 
om-'chi s iji cloaks and Ikdouin hlanki Is, maile up lor 
the want of sleep by uwrry <‘<mverb.ition. I am afraid 
onr laiigliter disturhLfl the ladies, w ho weic mon.' siuiglv 
housed not far idl’; hut all tlimgs ha\c thtir end: »*ur 
hones became accustomed to the hardness of the 
ground; the wind aaiik, or vi as no hmger IkhmUhI, and 
at Ungtii we were all dreaming of Jsih and Obiris, or 
perehaiic(» (’if home. 

Not very inueh refit slu'd, 1 slnrh'd up next nunninp 
to set the snn li'V* fnmi the top of one of the gieal 
piojivhais. 1 found tlu' atones wet v'Hh dew, the sky 
all aiight, but tlu' valley «till wraiqicd in shadow, 'rhe 
idaad of niggeh, with its vast nxks, citncoakHi tlu' 
w(st(‘rn hank of the Nile; hut tlu* eastern, in a gre’it 
curve, half but roundiHl me. 'Hie waters ww gray and 
traminil. and a f(*w pale sails were hteoliiig across ilmni 
luTc and tlu re. All was painfiilly silent, except that 
afar oli; down the riK*ky ravine by wliich wc had coim% 
toiild bcjieard distinctly tlie solemn roar of the cata- ! 
r.icts. I was listening intc'uUy wlum a golden lK»'un 
struck the prop^lou on whicli 1 fttu(Kl, and prcacHtly 
ti'mplc, and tower, and grove, were warmotl, os it woix*, 
into Ihb, and the river seemed to spread out moretrau- 
qndly to drink in tho coming day. It was a glorious 
thing It) hidiold all the marvellous elements of tho scene, 
at firbl dim, hko shadotva settling down into sttbstan- 
thditv; and to mark how -^though tto buxsB of stirring 
life lell on tho <*a^-tllO voice of the caiaiticts seemtHl 
to r('e('dc lik(> tbo iiiunnur of a remiating arpt^, and at 
last utlcHy died away. 

Again wo roomod ihningh the ruins, finding w«w 


objects of interest at evory step ; but I will not weary 
you with enumerating them, bw'auso perhaps the very 
things which created most speculation among us— as, 
fbt example, a Greek inst'ription. afterw^ards found to 
be known* by everybody, and fifty times tr.inslatc'd— 
would be thought least of by an iiupiisitiv (< reader. Jn , 
tho course of the morning we determined to ride to an 
old milled nmsque, tlu* ininan't of which was visible 
from afar on tho vvestoni bank, and which marks the 
ofiScial ns well as tho traditional boundary be^Kveen 
Nubia and Egypt. We crossed in a little Icrrj-boiit to 
the rendezvous we imd given our donkeys, and st.irtod 
ofi* along a plcasnnt ]iatli that took us lietween Helds 
and in('ndows, and through grovx's and viJlngi's nestling 
.at tHb base of the Arabian chain of hills. All the 
liouses in those p.irls areiioafer outsWe, and 8('em moro 
sp:M*ious w'ltliln than the Arab lumds. Over tiie door 
of oiu* of thoin w(* muiced an English dinner-pl.'ite, with 
the CMiiucw*-bridgo-and-p.ig(Mla patt(*rn, built in as an 
ornament. The pcopU*, so far as we saw anything 
of them, were quiet and simple. Some of the women 
held out their ('hildKm, that wc might giv(» some jiaris, 
others sent llumi scamiieriiig after us; but it was 
not very nnnoving to be wislud a jileasant jouiiu'y on 
eonsidcr.l1 ion of .i f.irlhing. 

'riieiv is a little bamlet at the foot of the sliort 
niggl'd slope h'ailnig up to tlu* ruined niosipic. AVe 
dismounted, and soon renched the object of our pil- 
grimage, and were asaisted by a self-appointed guide to 
climb lip the tottering and long-sincc dt'secrated mina- 
ret. Kiom th(» summit ii fine view is obtained of llie 
tw'o islands Ihggch and Phibe, that divide* tlieNih* into 
three biaue'hcs, c.icli ot wJiich might almost be' a great 
liver. They now, how eve. r, scenu'd to Urn eye to be 
creeks; and tlu* broad- qireading w.Uer before us imgbt 
(Msily have bcc'ii mistakem for a mountain hike. This 
indctsl is the character of \ilc scenery almos.t e\ erj - i 
wht*r<\ We returiv*d slowl) beneath a burning sun, 
and recrossing to the isi.iiul, winch even in lliia sliotl 
time had lx*gun to be lookexi npoii as a home. passe.si 
the remainder of our day reelming on the roof oi the 
teiniih* in a jiatcli of eternal shade, and indulging in 
r.mibling talk of the Phaiaolis eiud the Ptolemies, the' 
origin of civiJisaliun imd the* lormation of cji*ce!s aiid 
ivligious. 

n owards ev'cning we* started with tlie re^ohe, since 
ri»a]istMl, of once more visiting this roniantic s]>ot. Our 
return-ioutc WU 1 paitly eliflerciit from that wliieh we 
had luken in coming. A^ c ciosse*d to the main imme- 
diately opiMiMle tlic ifal.md, and at once struck into tlie 
I ilcscit. tHKin all traces ot vegetation disappeared, and 
W'e Wt'n* in tin* midst of and d(*filcs. Even he»re, liow- 
cve'r, the* mementoes of past civ ilis.itiem gn'cted our eyes. 

A wall of crude brick, in many plae'Os double, but in a 
very rumons rondition, skirted the road. AVliether it 
be tlie e*ontiunati()ii of the Old Atau's Dike— fxagnieuils 
of which are to be* edmerved heie and thi-ro along the' 
wlude we*fitem bank of the Nile*, principally at the 
cnlniuccs of ruins 1 do not know ; but the probability 
is tluit this wMs the c.ise, and that the object of its 
conslrurtioii w>me*thing resembled that of tho Cbluoso 
W.dl. These* vain attempts to fortify whole countries 
siH'rn to h.'uc bet*n commem in anci^'iit times, cspe'cially 
tuiuinls the* dccliiio of (‘inpircs. 

A viatch-towe*r pe'n'lioa ou the* summit of a hug^* 
solitary n>ck was pointed out to u«. I rcmemlicmd it 
to have bceu Tnciitioncd by Pocex'ke, since w bose time, 
liow ever— very recently indeed — it has become tho 
8C(*ue of a tradiiiQii. A gigantic black, i( is A.ud, took 
up his quarters there, and used to descend about night- 
fall and lio in wait for traveliera wJiosc hii&iucss might 
I lead them along this solitary road. 'I'wo or even tbroo 
I seldom frightened him, and the murders and robborlus 
he committed were numerous* At length, however, 
Uiese facts reached the cars of the government, and a 
party of soldiers were sent to bring Jiitii in dead mr 
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alivo. He retreated to hia 03rry, and defended himself 
with dest>erution, hurlibi^ dhwn huge stones on the 
assailants, lliey wished at first to avoid killing hhb, 
lhat he might hO made an example of at Kssouan, but 
were at length driven to use their muskets ; and the 
black brigand, coveted with wounds, was obliged to 
retreat within his tower. For sonic time none Yemi|recl 
to Mow himj but two of tlie stoutest hearts were 
prevailed upon to make the attempt. As they ap 
proaimed the door a savage roar startled them. Hiey 
had only time to fall back ere the giant appeared, 
blinded with blood flowing iVoin a wound in his fort»- 
head. He had heard thoir fiM)t8U*))s, mid knew that all 
waa Over ; so, after vainly endeavouring to grasp at one 
of them, he Jcai)ed down the precipice to the romi, and 
was killed by thc%ll. 

Such was the story which was told to us in a low 
trembling voice as wo wen<led our -way along the 
<]arkening licflle. Our donkey-boys seemed afraid lest 
a BUcci‘ssor of this formidable robber miglit he lurk- 
ing about to overhenr them. But w e saw not a living 
btdng, until having passed tb<' cemetery, and tlie rums, 
and the grove, wc reached the hustling beach near 
which our boat was moored. Hero nil was yet alive. 
A dozen travellers’ dtihuhUha were lighted up for the 
evening; some had lanterns swinging from tlieir yanls. 
Two enormous sails wore coming sb^wlv' up in the 
moonliglit. We knew that some fHends w*cre arriving, 
and felt onllcd upon to Are a salute ; but 1 nm sorry 
to he obligtsl to record that the roar of eight guns 
was entirely drowned -by the scTennilng of an Aral) 
maid-servant on hoard the new-coming boat, and that 
It reatdied its inooring-groitnd perfectly unconscious of 
our politeness. 

THE 3>ETlVKliSE WIDOW. 

It is pleasant now and then for the lover of Iwoks to 
let tlie headlong flow of our ])ros(*nfc literidure pass on 
unheeded, and fix In’s thoughts and his eyes uixm soine 
flrst love of his taste. It is like bringing back the 
flreslmess of jouth, and, as it were, gilding tlie ei'oiiiiig 
twilight with a lieam of the early an. so as to give 
sadness as well as glory to the picture. Tlic old Iniok 
—the book WT treasurcsl lu >outli — is no doubt soiiie- 
W'hat the worse for wear in its externals, and so for that 
matter 18 the young girl we loved in the same yeaiv 
But tliey are both unchanged in the inner part, tor our 
memory defies alike dust and wrinkles, dogs’ eais and 
w‘vc n children. 

But a transformation sometimes* occurs with books 
fh»ni wUieli wonion, iniliappily, arc deharix^d: the Iwik 
iH'comcB young again, eien in the lunknal pint, and is 
moln‘ nulmut than ever, JIf*rc. tor instance', i« otii of i 
the most elegant old-new volumes in the woi Id, adotiied 
with ail the luxury of nicKlern art, and on 0}HUiing it 
we discover that it is the history of our an(*ient Inend 
Sir Th)gc*r de Coverley.* And it opens, too, at a pai l 
which sets all our sympatiiies flowing, and culls up 
pity and smiles at the same moment -Sin in 

I.OVE. 0 that perverse widow, with the coldest 
heart and the finest hand in the workl I she who, in 
spite of his state as sherifl', his handsome dress, gallant 
air» and thg feather in Ins cap, slow the good knight in 
opefl Court with one beam of her bewiu hiug e}0. She 
was 4 reading lady, too, tiiia widow, a desperate scholar, 
apt! 4 terror to country gentlemen. She was of opinioii, 
however, that Sir Itoger was the tamest and most 
humane of all tlie brutes in the country 4 and on this 
flattering tmeouramuneut he determined to advance. 
But it would not do. BhC received him with a dllicourse 
which tlie Mat idiUdfkuphor in Europe eould not have 

* air Koanr 4« 0<>vcr1<iy, By iho Apeetator. Thb Kolas aiul 
inuBti^ious by S tbe Bajgaviagi hjt ihosspsea, i 
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surpassed, and then she put her hand to her bosom— 
the finest hand m the world — and niljusted her tucker. 
*0 tho excellent cn‘nturol she is as inimitablo to 
aU women as slie is inuccossible to all men !* 

Mr Wills, we need hardly say, d(M»8 not let the widow 
pass without mention in lus liiglily interesting * notes 
and illustrations.' ‘ The notion,' bays he, ‘ that tlio 
perverse widow had a living, charming, provoking 
original has been more prevalent and lictter sup- 
ported than that respecting any of tho rest of the 
Coverley eharaeters. Altliough a mere outline — 
hinted •rather tlian delineated amidst tho picturesque 
grorp of last century flgure^i— she is so suggestively 
bhadowod forth that the reader himself insensibly vivi- 
fies the outline, feels her ascendancy, and doubles his 
pity for her kind-hearted v ictim. “ The dignity of la r 
aspiTt, the composure of her motion,” and the poll*.!! of 
her rop.irtee — heightened by the foil of her spitetui 
confidant — make us participate in t^ir Koyei's n\\< ; 
and while we sympathise with hjs ardent admiration, 
we tremble for iho hapless presumption that aspires to 
** the finest liniid of any woman m the world.” Her 
subtlety was nnboniuUd. No coquette (omniaiids suc- 
cess who, besules varied rcwirccs, c.*innot ply her ait 
with the chnst(‘ht dextiiiLy ; and the widow's omni])()- 
tence was attained loan by lier personal (.haiins and 
moiita] graces, than by the dtlieacy of her lures and 
the nice (liscriniination w ith which tlicy wcie spicad.’ 

Wlio was this Widow? 'fliat nhe hail a rt al cmsK ncc 
(nnnot l»e doubted. Both Addison ami if 

seems, suffered fxom sharp, polished, iK'r\(‘rse widows, 
but Mr Wills— iimocenr of the pun- im lines like other 
commentators to the Steclo wnlow. ‘The nitoimn- 
tion on which tins belief is groimdisl is denvtd fiom 
Chalmers thiougli Aridideiwon Naies, to whom it was 
communicated by the Uev. Duke Yoiige ol Pl.vmploii, 
in Devonshire. “My attention,” sajs the loeuud 
gentleman, “ was DrU drawn to this t h> a veiy 
vague traditimi in the tamil) of Sir 'niornus ( ’raw ley 
Bot'vcy of Flaxley Abbey, in (riona sfe islnn , that Airs 
Catherine Boev(\\, widow of William Boevex, Ksq , 
and who dies! Jaiiuar> 21, 1726, was tin oin'inal from 
w lienee the picture of tlie per\eise w idow in the * S[m'( - 
tutor' was drawn. She* was left a widow at the <aily 
of twn nt> -two, and by hi r portrait (now at Kls\hy 
Abbey, am) drawn at a tiioie advamsd period of lui 
lifej appeiirh to have Iks'u a woman of a hindsoim 
dignified figure, ns she is doMTibed to have Iwcii in tin 
1 l.‘5th number »if the ‘ Sjws i,*tor.' She w as n pi i soniifu' 
well known and much distinguislu'd in lier d ly, and is 
desmbtd vciy resptitably in the New Atabmtis unchi 
tlie name of Portia.'” Stwle, the author of tin juptis 
itt the ‘ Spectator' which describe the widow, wiis an 
adniiier of this Mrs Ihanei, ainl iiecuhtd a \ohnin 
to her in a dcdieation vvhuh tallies with tlio poitnni 
of the fiervcriK* vi idow. * Sir Jfogx'r fells his friend that 
sho is a reading K«!y, and that her discourse was as 
learned 0 s the liest plitlosopliei could piissihly make. 
She leads upon the naturi' of idanls, ami umh'rstunds 
rv(*rything In the dedicatum Steele saj s ; Instead ot 
asw'mblies and convorsationb, books and solitude bavi' 
l)een your choice; you have charms of yourowm se\, 
and knowledge not inferior to the most IcanxMl of 
ours.” Ill No. 118 , “liei superior merit is sucli,” s-iyi* 
Sir Boger, “ that 1 I'anuot approach her wdtiioui awe ; 
ihy heart is cheeked by too much esteem.” Ihslit'a- 
tion. — “ Your jwrson and fortune equally raise tin* 
iulmiratkm and awo of our whole hox.” ' 1’lM‘y fiad lioth 
fem4lo (^ufld 0 nts, or, as w'C should now call tliem, 
companions ; but Mrs Boevey had no lawsuit. Then* 
la H dtscrcpauce, too, m chronology; but tiiis, Mr 
Wills tells ns, * v^eigbs not a feather in tlie scale of 
uvldie*ue«; no iruo artist eopicaset^rw trait ot hia subject, 
and tho vurisimilitmle is not cUmtnishod because the 
Oloucostcrshire enslavtT was younger and not so liti- 
gious as tho Worcostorslure enchaiitross. Mrs Boevey 
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died January 21, 1726-7, in her fifty- ecvonUi year, and 
was buried in tlie family vault at ITlaxloy, with an 
inscription on the walls of the chapel to her memory, 
lliere is also a monument to her in Westminster Abbey^ 
ercc'ted by her executrix.’ 

Notwithstandinfif the testimony of this monumout, 
we lire of the editor’s opinion — tliat ‘ Sir Roger’s widow 
will never die ! ’ 


fouktojs ani> colonial mail-packet rbrvjob. 

[For tlic fullowing Intcri'isting tofoiinalion, the paUlo arc* in- 
dcbtid (o the * lluiniwliiiQ AdvoiHaer.' Wo ropioduce it horr, that 
it may tiavo a more enduring plaoo than the columns of a news- 
papoi.J 

CoNsioEiunLY less than twenty years ago the foreign and 
colonial mails were all conveyed by sailing packets. At 
that peiiod there was oiilj a mail communication with 
France four times a week, and with Amencaioncc a 
month, '['he mail passage to and from the latter country 
was reckoned by weeks, With the East Indies there was 
no mail communication whatever, Falmouth was the 
principal packet-station in the country, and not ft single 
foreign mail nas lauded ni or embarked from Southamp- 
ton 01 Lnoipool. The foreign or colonial mails — made 
np ill Loudon on a We<liiesday— were despatched fiom 
Kiilmonth on the following Satunlay, three days iifter- 
wttids, piovided tho Wind and weather permitted it. 

At the present time all foreign and colonial mails aie 
r«nve 3 ed in steam - vessels ; the postal coinmumcation 
with fiance is twelve times a week, and with Arneriea 
eight times a month: the mail passage to and from the 
Inttei countjy is leekoiied by days. 'J'hcre is a mail- 
packet coiiiuuinication with the East Indies twice a 
month. Falnionth has ceased to be a packet -station, 
and Ninthaiii|»ton and Liverpool ate tho chief packet- 
frtaiioiis m the country. Foieigii or colonial mails, sent 
ftom *>onthainpton, me nt sea in four hours aftci they 
arc made u|» in the (3ener«il Post-Oflice; and those sent 
fiom Luerpool are at sea in twelve hours afteiwards, 
Fonueily the whole of the sea-borne mail-servico was 
peifoiimd by gmernment, now it is pet formed almost 
solely by piivate steam-packet companies. There aie 
twelve of thohe companies who have contracts with the 
goveiniiient toi the conveyance of mails. Tho number 
of slcanieis employed in conveying sea-borne letteiH is 
lit ally 106- the horse-power ol which is about 110,000, 
and the tonnnge 00,000. 'fhe value of these steamers is 
not less than L.;i,000,000 stoiliiig. The aggiegate huiu 
which the mail -packet com]mnieB lecoive annually from 
government lor conv tying mails is about L.73O,O<l0. 

; 'Ihe number of miles whicli their packets traveise in the 
I eouiHC of a year is about 2,000,000 - nearly nine tiuns 
the distance of the eaith from tho moon, and about 
I eighty times greatoi than the cncumference of the glolie. i 
I 'file mail -packet siatious at the present time are 
I Soutliampton, ijondon, Liverpool, Holyhead, Plymouth, 
Aberdeen, and Lerwick; of these stations ^outhampion 
is the most important. Throe large English steam- 
packet compaiiieH have made it their station, who own 
40 ont of the 100 steamers emnloved in the mail- ser- 
vice, and tlio horse-power of which is 14,000, and the 
I tonnage about 40,000. Out of the L.730,000 paid by 
I government for mail-sendee, the Southampton companies 
receive above L.477,00O, or nearly two-thiiils, 

England is celebrated for the extent aiid perf'ection of 
her mail -packet service; in fact, it may bo said that she 
carries the sea-borne correspondence of tbe whole world. 
From east to west— between (''hina and Chili, passing 
thfough tho four quarters of the globe; and fVoni north 
to south-— between Hamburg and the Capo of Good Hope 
— her great mail-packet linos extend; and from them an 
immense number of branch -Hues shoot out, many of 
which are thousands of miles in length* England courts 
the over-sea oorredpomlrnce of nearly evrery eountry with 
the oontiiienA of Europe, the Peninsula^ the c^iasts and 
iiiande of the Mediterninean> India» China, Cape of Good 


Hopei West Indies, Mexico, tTnited States, British Ame- 
rica, Peru, Chili, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, the Spanish Main, 
and Central America. No other nation is comparable, to 
England in this respect. America has only a few inail- 
padiets ranning between Now Yoik and England, Bremen, 
Havre, and Chagres; and between Panama and CalL 
foniia: France and Austria convey over-soa mails only 
betwecti Marseilles and Trieste, and rome few ports in 
the Mediterranean: Holland and Spain do not convey 
their own correspondence with their rich Kasterri^posses* 
sions; for the Java and Philippine mails arc conveyed by 
the English Btoainers between Gibraltar and bingnporo, 
or Hong Kong: in like manner France, Denmark, Spain, 
and llculand send their mails fur their western colonics 
atuH possessions by the Royal West India inail-packeis. 
'fhe Flench government atternpteil a few years ago to 
Gstiibllsh a tiaiibatlanfic steam -packet couimunication, 
but it turned out a disastrous and irretrievable failure. 
The only nation that is likely to succeed in establishing 
ocean mail-packet lines is AmoiicM; from which it would 
appear that the Anglo-Saxon race — who are piobably 
destined uliinintcly to people the principal portions of 
the globe— are alone capable of keeping a footing, as it 
were, on the great ocean pathways. 

The hi^to^y of the Biitish mail-contract packet-service 
is interesting, for the rapidity with which that service 
has attained its present vast extent is astonishing. 
About fodrtuen yeais ago, the J’eninsulaj: Steam Navi- 
gation Company contracted with tho goverfiment for the 
conveyance of the Spanish and Portuguese mails. Soon 
after this, the problem of tiavursing tho Atlantic by 
steam was effectually ^olvc(l by the successful voyages of 
the Oreat steamer, and the British and Noith 

American Steam-Packet Company was then lonned, to 
convey the United States and Jlritisb-Ameiican mails. 
In tho tmantinie, the l^eninsiibir Company had extended 
their maii-pHckot op(>rations to the Mediterranean ; and 
Lieutenant Waghorn having proved the practicability of 
sending the Indian mail by way of Egypt, that company 
(then become the Peninsular and Oriental Steam-Navi- 
gation Company) placed mail packets on the Red Sea and 
Indian Ocean, ami undertook the conveyance of that 
mail by the overland route. About nine years ago, tho 
Royal ^Ve8t India Mail Steam - Packet Ciunpany was 
formed, and obtained a government coiitiact for the 
conveyance of miiilM between this coiintrj and the West 
IiidieK*, the Uiilf of Mexico, and the Spanish Main ; and 
when the China war ended, tho Peninsulat and Oiieiilni 
(/Oinpany undertook the carrying the China mails b^^ way 
of Egypt and Ciylon. In consequence of the Wist 
Indian steamers touching at (Jnigies, anangements woe 
made foi carrying mails acioss the Isthmus of Panama ; 
and tho Pacific Steam - Navigation Company was 
estahlisbcd, to convey ihe south - western Ameiican 
mails between Panama and Valparaiso. At the present 
time, throe bteam - packet companies -^the Peninsular 
and Oiientnl, the Royal West India, and the i’aciflc — 
form an almost uiilnoken mail -packet line fiom Val- 
paraiso to Hong Koug— 10,000 miles in length, or above 
tbiec-fouiths ot the ciicmiifercnce of the earth. 

means of the present anangements, by which 
the West Indian steamers arrive at Southnniptoii from 
the Isthmus on the 10th of the month, and the depar- 
ture of the Alexnrdiian steamer, with the India and 
China mail, from Southampton, on ihe 20th of the 
nioiitli, a person may now stand uu the Andes and gare 
westward on the Pacific ; he may embark almost imme- 
diately afterwaids on board a West India steiiiuet at 
Chngies, and be conveyed to the four quarteis of the 
wmld, and on the eightieth day after he left Chag*-e8 he 
may arrive off the coast of China end bo looking 
oasiwanl onOthe great and tranquil ocean. For 
sum of L.200 storling a man can make a tour W 
almost the habitable globe in tho space of eleven weeks. 
Leaving Cbagres and Carthagena, in America, he touches 
at Southampton, Gibraltar, and Malta, in Europe ; 
Alexandria, SueZ| and Aden, in Africa; and Ceyioti, 
Penang, Sipgaporoi and llong Kong, in Asia. Passing 
over, in gn opposite direction, alntoet the track of the 
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gteit ( oluiubus when he discovered the New oiJd, lie 
sails bcte&eii the FiUara of llercuiea« the bonndat^ to the 
na^it^otion ot the ancient wotld ; sees L renowned 
for its antiquity and wondere , tiaAeracs the Red ‘^ea, the 
flcciio and neighbourhood of so many Bublime« events in 
aa<icd history ; and aitor touchuu; at the supposed site 
of the pninoval Pai wlwe, ht lands nt * far Cathay,’ the 
antipodes of the spot honi uhtneo he set out ! iDuring 
this maivelloua soyage ho st(« oUnost etciy variety ot 
counttj and of the human latt , has foi fellow voyagers 
some of the richest and in h( ac< oiiiplished merchant 
princes in the norld , and enioys all the (cintcits and 
luxuiKV of nn 1 nJish hotel ' 


1 ) VN( 1 Jl 01 MODI T Ul^Cr IN W V\ • 

lew pcii>oiis, e I eciilly perhais of the many voung 
liliesnno are now piaitising the voiy pleasing ait of 
ino Jelling fiuit, float rs, Ac in nax at all suspect the 
/teat dai ger in which they aie pi iccel iiom the poisonous 
nature of the colouring mitiii of the wax which they 
h uidlc so uiisuspce tin/h iho white wax^ lor instance, 
e )n tains white Ji ul , the grren^ cepper, the ytllow, 
chioine yclU w , the orange ehrouit yellow ml veitiiihon 
-stiong pom inn all , while many other kinds ef wax oie 
e(|ually poibonous, and therefoie dangerous Iheic me 
\tiiy many persons who aie aware of the intense auflciii gq 
for iiiiny ycats paqf of Mi \\ IRAy, |}iien<;J gist and 
modellei in w tx Vlr Rally has been at tunes completely 
paralysed, and la now, an I has long been -very neatly *o, 
csprciall} in hm hands and arms, and he has also been 
afllieiied with exttnsue ulceiatiun of the throat, and his 
almost totally lost his voice Roth himself and his 
medicHl adviser^ after a long attention to his svinptoms, 
aie sitished that the pniiiuy cause of hm vfllietioii is the 
extent to whidi the siibMe poisons in the wax with which 
he has wnked ha^c been abs ibed into Ins s^bteiii 
through the pores of his hands, while the disease his 
been gencially siren aliened, and one i ait of it a countel 
f(i,by the occasion il npplie liim of hts fit cis to his 
lips while at woik Mr RtU> si) a that he Ins known 
scveial cases 111 which young ladies haio liccn aitieked 
with paitial paralysis of the hands and arms, altci hai 
ing devoted some time 1 1 the prvti c of inodelling, but 
fdrte time he ha<l no suspicion of the cause As all 
^o^jvqulsite cxilouis can be obtained fiom vegetable 
and as the uso cf iiuneial colouiiiig see ms 1 1 If a I 
to Mph deplCiable results, the subject should be eaie 
fully investigated by those woikiug with colouied wi\ 
Mantfufsfer Ouardtan 

* JtlRTl W OIIK ’ 

Many people turn up their noses at what the) call 

* dirty woik,’ as though all honest laboui was not tlcanei 
than m my kid glove wa)s e i swindling oneN wav through 
tno woild U ither than owe < ui living to the latter, wr 
would Inflnitoly pictei to slivke caipets (i sweep ehiin 
Hoys at fifty cents pei dav A day or two biiiee we 
le allied an instruetive bit of histor) touching a deer of 

* duty work ’^a hodman No matter where ho was b wn 
^he was none the worse for being a Turk man oi on 
Irishman Ue came to this city about ten )cais ago, 
voung, heaUhyt and honest, he could get no employ but 
nod eai lying, and he cairied so well as to osrn at once 
Ins dollar a day lie procured cheap but good board and 
1 idgings, spent none of his earnings in saloons or low 
places, attended church on the bibbath, ee|ucatcd hun- 
sell 111 tho evenings, laid up money, and at the end of 
five years bought a lot in the city and built a pretty 


cottage In one \ear more he found a good wife, and 
used the cottage, before rented out foi these vix years 
be had steadily eahrled tho hod lie was a noted woikei, 
IP acknowledged sohelar* and a noble pattern of a man. 
On tfan of iho eighth jrear his talents and 

integnf/ itpre dhlM io a mere profitable ateouni. he 
cmbaikm 41 a partner in a business alieady well rstab* 
liiihed Ihls day he is worth at least 1()0,(100 dotlairs, 
has a lovely wife and twh beautiful childiem, » home 
that 18 the centre of 4 bnUhpt and intelligent nrdte; afii| 


he IS one of the happiest and most honourable inoii as far 
as he IS known b > much has come c f a hodman — \tw 
I l^orA X^nbune 


6 U M 3M h li 

ni eVIDLH C CM) 111 IT 

bi s rot n wilhin her ban >ouiig Summer ein, i , 

And the ^ly descant iings 
O’ciinany a daily path, till Ni£;lit 
I Clothes her an Ainaron niofct f iii — 

I 111 magn> nimour, epiimt and raie, 

Cynthii lishi ii’d in hti halls e flight 

Blue eved young Sumimr smiles up n tli eaitli, 
i h it in its glee sends foi th 
A tioop of flow* 18 to 8 ly, ‘ All h iil ’ * 

And scatter sweotly as they piss 
() loins th it wile fiom bush and grnss 

R^s and bn^aht wiiige*! flies that flutter m tin ik 

T ijL,ht footed as i fay young bmnirur dances, 
ilie while to sweet romances 

Ihe nightin,^alc nttiiiics her vouo 
In wo els where heat stiuck diei lepesr — 

M htie* tinl lin^ by, the streamk t fl ws, 

\nd 111 its pi ishy dtj Ihs the sUcI 1 ti ut roj i 

Sun loving Summer there in ijuiet ease 
1 leth ’luatli rustling ticis 

J ho ptiLsth oaks that gi ivcl) sj i 1 1 
fheir hioal aims e ci the floweib btlua 
Jn verdant bencdieti m, thriw 

\ leflucnt h il > round her dreamy lit 1 1 

J heie Summer, e w Pd 1 y ze j hyrs t f Uio i i^ht, 
Sliinibeuth tei human si^ht, 

^ < t with great N vture duly runs 
ilci piopei course, untii’d and tiiu 
Uhile Man, dull eat’d dim si hted t> , 

S arcc hi ais or sees Night’s s i r ’M irmi s s ins’ 

ciiiriiiN e>i nil viDMits emwiii minoi iivmn 
I hen ordinal} eh tliin^ is inmut i t lu 1 it 1 1 tl I arl 
ef trees Ihis, when gathcie I, is cut ii i pu if a 
t nvcrmnt si/e , the innei eoit ib then sepaiate I i m 
the cuter and steeped in watei t >i a lew h uih, allii 
this it IS iMatcii between two stones ui lil it liomcs 
}ei(tetiy sofr, smooth, and j^li ibl , it is next due 1, and 
IS then rearly hi use As iidieci th |itces aic i<ui^lv 
of suihticnt si/e to i rin a ^iiinent, they ,^cnei illy bt w 
two together with a string ei flbie oltanol fi ni the 
descending shoots of the banv u tree , tins f iins a il th 
about four and a half feet I i g md thiee feet wi k, and 
eonntilutes the whole clothiigef the \tldiih his diess 
by diy, and his lad and lUnket ly ni^ht ir ant 
Jtrport ij thr li elhtaUc (raol o/ ( lomio 

Mi lllMAI I 

Ihc expression ^nivhtmaio’ is, Si William Tcinj h 
sayi, fiom Maia in old Kunic, wh> was a goblin said 
to sei/e upon sleeping men, and take fiom them speech 
and lUotion , fen lu those days medical science hai not 
made it plain to every one ns it has now, that ihe goblin 
m question is simply indigestion. 

Wl-AMs. TiiK rtejs. 

The expression ^please the pigs* now only used l» the 
lewevt vulgar, Was no more m its oiigmthan Ihot Inik 
God willing; and was a corruption fum pyx or pyxis, 
the yessel in whicli ihe host is kept'-^substituted ioi tho 
host Itself , as we speak of * the sense of the House * ~ 
not maaning the brick and mortar, but a eertain number 
of reptesentativei who sit m it 

Pltnteel and Patt|Shtd bv vr and R CitiMiunn, High Stieet, 
iidinburgb Awo sold by W H dim, Amen ( omer I nncloii » T) 
R (uaMaras W WesthuU ‘Stieet Glasgow, and J M (juawav 
ftO ITppev Hsoltvfllf flUeet, Dublin AdvertSsementm t i Moathlv 
Fsuts m t^assted to be mu to Maxwiu St Co * Nk bolus 

I^r lAunboi d Sti cot, 1 ondoii, to wboM ill afedfeVtions raapeet 
leg then insertion mtist be mode. 
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WRONGS OF THK UNUKADY. 

*A Ai\i> world, my niaritors!’ — nii odd, inooiisi^tont, 
uiiro'isonaLlc' world. If >ou won* to ovor the whole 
list of the planets (atid that i.s no such easy nuitter 
now ), It may he doubled w hi'tlu'r j on w ould find a more 
slui)id and per\orso world. We arc o\ erw helinetl with 
complaints of it ; ami in fact, jiidt*ing by our corres- | 
pondciHs*, we aredri\en to susiicct that the notion is i 
sprearhmr pn tty f.vnernlly o\er society that ve liave a ^ 
hand in it ourselves. How some people risf* in this / 
ridu ulous wtuld? - how other tK*ople sink? — and how*^ 
the lest stand slock still P—mx,* <]ucbtiom» that an* put j 
to us cverv <1 ly at the point of the pen; and we are 
comin.iiKlovl l)y scores of (‘on slant readers to t(‘ll llieni 
instantly, and without prevarication, what is the wa} to 
LU*t on 111 It. N innlx'rlefis an* tlic uenis of purest ray 
sin lie tliat ilesiie to be informed how they eau enuTf>e 
tiom d.irk untathonicd (*a\(*b, w lu*re tlu*y (‘an no more 
shine than the Koh-i-noor; and nnmlKTless th<* hluhh- 
ii4^ llowxrs that impart to ns in eonfideneo tlieir long- 
ing to he seen when blushing, and to give forth tlieir 
fragrance in public. 

It aiipeais to he a pretty generally received opinion, 
that the world has conihiiu*d to ignore the talent it 
contains; that employers have a natural liankering ' 
after incomja leiice ; and that, C’len when they take tin* . 
trouble of heUsling, thi*y always, by some fatality or j 
other, pick out tlu' wrong men. This (>xplaiiis why it | 
is that editors invariably reject the gixKl articles they ^ 
are oflered, and insiTt and pay for ull the trasli tlie^ 
c'ln got. U likewise »eems to he a prevalent belief, 
that Q\ er} body is fit for some higher kind of >vurk than 
he is about, and that he wants for nothing to sucMiGedin 
It hut to diseo\er what the work is. Some think they 
I wxiuld get on better as authors than as morchauts or 
I tradesmen, and lK‘g us to advise them (on the strength 
I of an article tlu'y bciid) to invest their realised capital 
I ill a ream of iitijier, a box of steel i>ens, and a bottle of 
I ink, and start at once in the profession. Many of this 
1 class look to poetry with a supcrblitious faith, inherited 
appnnmtly from the times when verses were incantations ; 
and tli(*y imclosc speciiiK'iis of their Runic rhymes 
I'liough to make a nervous iK»rson'a hair stand ou end. 
One young gentleman is in the predicament of Mr 
Dickens's Youngest Gentleman in the boarding-house: 
ho is not ‘ unik*rstood* by the people about him. He is a 
traveller in a foreign country, ignorant of the language, 
and would bo glad to know how he is to get along; and 
he is likewise a casiaw^ay on a desist island, and would 
trouble us to inform him how he is to secure liis cotfec 
and toast in the morning. It is this young t^ntleman's 
p(x?tieal Imtiges that liavi* led us to think of the Wrongs 
of the Unready. 


All actual ti.ivcllcr in a foreign coiuitr} (for sucli is 
the woild) w’ould h(* bingluHl at for his complaint; In* 
would he (lorircd at once ^ to learn the langnnge.' An 
actual castaw^ay w ould be informed, that if he had nut 
something of the skill and ingenuit}' of a Cnisoe, he must 
lie content to supi>ort life us long as he could on the 
shell-fish of the shore on which the waves had thiow'ii 
him. If W'e examine the complaints of this kind that 
are made by those wdio are only inetajihorically 
travellers and castaways^ we shall discover, in nine 
cast's out of t(*n, that their wMiifc of success is owing to 
tlieir w'ant of ]avp^i ration for tlie contests of the w'orld. 
An aspiring shojimaii is conscious of soiuetliing wdtliiu 
him winch is above his Imsini'ss; and when lie sees 
individuals round him, ‘no K'tter than himself,’ do- 
tiu'liod every now and tlu*n from their position, and 
(loated off on tin* w aves of forlum*, he accuses the w oild 
of injustice. Rut, in iioint of fact, the w^orld has not 
sense enough to lie unjust. It has no discrimination, 
no knowd(*dgc*, no instinct ; it is a mere soulless mass, 
like th<* winds or w av(‘8, moving now gently, and now 
furiously, in etiTiial undulations, and catching blindly 
at the sali(‘ut points it nii*etfl. If our shopman, instead 
of grumbling, had inquired ininuWly into the ciri'UM- 
Hitinces of his iortunate neighbours, he would have 
found that there was bomethiiig about thiiii exposed to 
the influence of the stream which he did not possess: 
some knowledge, some iiccompli-^Iiment, cv(*n homo 
Ijoiiit of external imniMers, which would account lor 
tlu'ir being favoured with an infliiem*e that did not 
exU*nd to liiin. 

A curious observer will freiiuimlly lie struck with 
the insignificance of this sotnef/tinf/ which forms the 
destiny of men — with the singular inadequacy of the 
cause to the ev('nt- and he will be led to conclude tli.it 
there is no knowledge, however ini*an, and no tali iit, 
liowcver lowly in its sphere, that is not deserving of 
respect and encouragement. In a I’lniily, in a part of 
the country that shall be nameless, there w.is a little 
boy vvho exposed Idmself to the ridicule of lub <‘om- 
panioiis by his elfeminiwy. He was more iiartiiil to a 
needle anil llin*ad than to a stick and Ihu', and liki d 
bettiT sewing (*1ou1h with his little sisters at home than 
fishing partans with the other boys at tlio itop'ne 
Quay. Now it happened that a distant ndation- a 
very great man, an army agent in Loudon— visited the 
tov^i, and the mother of the family was wildly anxious 
that he shoiSd take a liking to one of her boys, and 
promote him to a situation in his counting-house. The 
gjrcat man came to the house, and a v'cry gentlotnan- 
liku man he was, though grave and stately in his man- 
ners, and soraewliat iiliilosophical in his looks. II© 
examined the performances of the boys in their w'veral 
vocations, and did not seem specially intcrestixl in the 
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siuiL oi tin pni lin-fisluHjf , Imt lio looked long and 
ciitu illy at the pe.imb of tlio noi.iUe-l)oj, and finally 
detukd upon hm as the littcst of the lunilyfor hib 
pitroimgo. lie carried hitu to Lninloti, nuide i tailor 
ol him, and livod to see lu8 a vcalth^ ^iriny- 

< lothii r and c onti m tor. * 

'lo bupposo th^t 11nH iwts ain thing menfoiions m 
this bo> boincftiie nrclnkit of Jnsoiin fortuin^s or at 
least m his 1 i\mg the (oimi-stoia of tlum, 11011111 ho 
luhcuiious lie took to tlu ni ilk uid thread is un- 
oemsciously is the otler hoes lo Ihe slick and btiuv, 
and was home iv i> hv tlu udi of e nemnstanas e\itli- 
oiit a 1)1 ui and njtliout a In pi Hut siuh mstinces 
are niinieiou moiieh lo 1 1 •' i^id upon 1^ the luv 
bcienec ol slitistus, ind s> cinhk cl m oh^fnc•s to 
couhtriut i t])ii)i>, tluuii lh( tiiK tn*uje ot that 
liithei to mjbtiial pti i. o Jntli i( li is hii n custonuny 
to lelti to aeeidini, t ip Kf, or t’ e nuu nndntS'* ol 
the uorld We Mould s > 1) a voun'' nnn mIo 
( omplnns of lin ]i ent ‘^iiinlii i m IiIa \V Int do 
you ki oM ofany otliu^ Y Int i 111 you do*^ AMi * sie 
you tiunou liU juipninli I yMlh-' it, yeliit 

s( u n < h ive \ >u pi lu ti iti I No 1 the iiisy < \ in imi 
( isi tout of tin yyottl i 1 Did i-i pi^t the tfht ally 
J lul that I nmcapilili d boniithiii-, iK MHiifiljjjf 
hit) fi some thin m J I 1— liut I lu n l 1 iioi y\li it it i ’ 
llun knn, si^ y\i , li nn bimethu., U \\u anythin 
— leaiu duiLiiJif il >iu mil I>in 11^ will i\ its 
ml pi III to 30UI niotioii*., ml Ills iniy hiei m 
inijxntmt iff it u])oii 30111 dc tn \ Tint whitiyn 
3011 do li nil, line no eypeetdim of ils instiiitl> 
cntelnng the Ink ot e ii( most lui i s Hide your liiue 
Till pjoveih * 13 b, Dial il you keij) 1 tlmip e vi r ^o bni; 
you Mill hiul a u^e foi it, nil lint yy in h yoi hiee 
util illy h lined t a tlmi ^ and i thin u ti dly ol intuli 
inori yalui thm m> of the male ml pi ^eity you nny 
lock up 111 yoin ik^k 01 ston m i liinihei 10 in 

In the *J)uh]m I inyn^ity Mi /ini ’ of h t n onlii 
lime IS in nitule (oitimin, i uiid idyictomiht 3 
nun, wlmh fills Mill 111 yvitli tin suh)cct ot tins 
pap r No yeain? olhui, llu mil o' tells us, i m s^ 
at what monunt Jus I itt il on 1 ny Ik oiduid i M 1 
India, and liuie (oil t/y >un olhui bhould piq in 
] inisi li for the aduntuit h> studyiip the Imo inn 
pu v< s mod 111 u*>i m the i amity, < idiot yvliidt uny 
h lu (juiied, uilh ddianu, ni i i u M\jth this Ik 
js qu ilifiul for 11113 i|pnptniiTil Hi t m y 

i ill ill liiN yy ly Milhout th m hi is only 1 ml n d ik, 
like the lest of h > hutliiui, til i u 1 ut nil i ] t, 

1 I dstdl Miys, ysuh UU 1 iiien Hut si ppost ]u 
bitt d on sit uid not li oidend out to In hi it 11/ 
Mill, thin 1 y pin um<' lltt stul\,fj( uuy lyentudly 
nso lo distmiti n it h nu ii niuntal hdinl 1 , 
and at tlu Miy Ii 1st, it yyill ui 1! Iiuii to fill up In 
spin time midi niou ic*Tei ihl h m spitting ov r« 
hiulgc, a id thin iimnim, to tlie ctiui side to k( it go 
thnnigJi ' ’ JM 103 militury oihe ns, it m ty W ad h <1, 

hnt mule thnr forluiu by a kuo\ k oi ^eok 3, 
I luim nm »• aiu( other s( u lu < s, m Iik li tlu 3 h id btudu il 
yvithout the slightCbt piospeet of (ur hnng ihh to 
turn the m to pi u tie«d at( ount 
Tint wuh Innts aio much leipiirul by young mili- 
tary men, no rue vho his h\id in a » iiijstai toMii < n 
be nmorant > y< t m m> of oui rcwii rs \iill bo siirpiiucd 
1)3 the taetH nu iit oiud by the huuo anthoi, lud me lined 
--and yu hoia y\Uh lusiice— to In lave that they do 
not apply to the picscnt genention ‘TJie yrnter ol 
this artiedc,* Hsy a lit, *&fn<djn Hie Muliteiruiem for 
moie than iive years -from JbOh to 1811# md duung 
the yihole of tint time t! rro Mtie not hiU-a-do/en 
olhcers of his rognnent who cyrr thought e>f UouTung 
Italian I' Aiujflgnu* ‘Wo happened to luypbeyeial 
oiheeis and three tompartiies taken hy .1 Frcmh detarli- 
nu ut ft a town < died Halmi mOulahna m JbOfl They 
we*rt man lud ofl horn the' luol of Italv to the centre 
0^ Piaucc, to Verdun, the great depot ot English 


pri on IS, m1»(1o Ihty icmnnuii hr fi\e hii’^yc ns, till 
liheratod by the jiaeo oi 1 II lo Ih ’■uipnse' ol 
all the rtt^inunt, \ehcn fley leiom ! one only, the 
3 oungost ol llu' p n I3 , coul I '■pc ik Trt n< ii 1 ’ * 

Nowheie is ignoTuiuc moiei nbyio js Hum m the chss 
of the Miiteis ol books Ihis m ly be cm iwiaeloMe il, 
but it IS husceptible of pi oof TuiyeJs and novels, 

for iiifltmec, moi opoliso a gre it put ot oiii liteiaiy 
eitdogues, but then eontiibutions lo kuoMle'd^o ne 
ill smgUt’ UI3 sill ill piopoition to Hu 11 bulk A hw I 
good novelibls open cut here iiul tluie ne m llclels m 
tlio kiK^MleeUc t)l humm niluie 1 ut Hu lesl follow 
hliiuily in tile Imek, sati ludyyiHi meikni in->t( id of 
ihii^utej T Ilf le it niiiioiify ot ti lyelleis ipply 
tl emst i\es e w liiHue!) to tin \o< ition ol Hu noy h^ts, 
d< ilm^ ill Hie p itrnlme ot nnmu'i ind m pi n 1 
id\e itiiK, Ining yell llv me «)iii])ete ut, throii li tl e n 
^ 1 im e)f ^ iloey etiiioh 3, lot my, 1 ii ilu 
iveiiminil, pohtu ih i h omy, an 1 ollui e 1 il to 
tie tube thoeounlrv, the it<i‘ mil tlu ir lu nliiti us 
I ^ IK th / /u ^ Hu 3 oil iii t) fitiuh 1 hie 

tliii feijtli 01 Hun to el n ini-' i>i We n» u h t< I 
111 it nu st li ly el \Mit 1 iie s)l\ i iel ill i illi r th m 

pi ft sum, hit Ills only pit i I tl it 111 e ( lu- 

] I mud oi eivei i y 1 ler ( la s It e 11 u 1 1 Ii is 
ill} we rule 1 Till how ui i iiii t-^ i et li tie 1 
! nt ii m tiuituu m i lul 1 1 1\ h I e. ol iiy I ul 
ly 1 1 dik to tlu lUeoini li li d ti n 1 < 1 * 

Inc I UK uly, tilde lot e ti 1 y 1 I i o 1 

we lit not in hill 1 ( > tlmiK lli t toe 1 In \ <^te n I 
sehoi ] te linv dmm is1 s tlu n in ml i i ni) 1 
d 111] extent Ihe 1 lliti n ed \ ii iis 1 1 1 > 

Die k Hid 1 itin in i\ me le is Hu hm 1 1 1 1 1 t i 1 I 

^tniu fij nil., unea g ih m its tin j Hi, !> it i i II 
n )i < t its< It m lu tu ly to I IS j i i 1 1 ? ti ji I 

e ircail) diys the ek d ) m ii wei tl ti 1 11 

uilpiiiie e of eeln lU m > li r s] hii t> 1 1 

3 ilsot y iLh ill ths itidii]' 1 (Jill I ill ) u 1 
eeiy f w le v I ft tl sell >1 m i st He i n ills t < d 
1 1101 me I( e\t(iid th tide m n timti n I3 
1 1 I h 1 1dm/ t !) iiuitd l ( 1 1 1 11 1 s will ne o 1 

sif it M ly in pi sd)im„ tl 1 1 1 im 111 le tie 

youth 1 iinpie I nh th neie nv ol 1 tiiid 1 e 
ftl Hu 1 lu UKi ol I le le i li iimi> >1 * e esl h 
lie H %inl li li Ol ol jiei \\i\ ' Jmiis it w th Ih 
VuimI l^e le jin Hi U) lull li n torn et tin Inteiship* 
oJ Hu ek fit sk oi the wmid, md mil she k she y 11 
iho sidle (lie elf (emiiluuu of Ih eon yi ii tJ ol 
Milful i),n‘)r 11 ( is the wi n ol Hie I nie 1 I 

Lhe stile ol mind di 1 1 )s el ly < m cou jond 11 e, 
in tlu uttd nn i nsdonsn d tl Line ids, jiu ents i 
highly tUHoiK *tudy Motistj lu is n I In the' 
all ' d d< hiiquency of the woiJcl wine li li il e s iiMwei 
ne)t im nuiii mic boU y^o del e\( itc* its 8 Ui])tise dm 
pd’-f II, in tlu inijio ihiliiy ot fern iisni^ any oidiniiy 
n ase)U wJi> lie' bhoiild he left to ‘ moii! lir pi eeiiu d e n 
the nxl,’ ys hen so many ol h s tonipimu ns base been 
/lode I of] by tin tide, supp»,fb ‘he s hole misdiui lo 
Hiise fi an Ins not thmdii^ to po seua the pioveiluil 
1 tie I ot j dioduction— * a good < ounte nanei ’ ^\e h ives 
uo lonht th it lie la to som< extent lOHeel, foi a pood 
< ounte n im( is the e\ptc*'Moii of an ami thh , 1 lU lli ant, 
manly, or m the c i«c eif Hu other nex, worn inly imml, 
and iH wholly me upectjyc of th' matduil foi m of Hie* 

U aluie s or tho t oloni ot tlu skin. 

Wi 1u>o hkcMiK nunieious dlustiations of the 
forifttness of the Ihhlo aphoiisni, Hut Mho heart 
of nun IS ahoyes all thmi s tltfdtfui,’ in tUo ineo- 
unity with which some ol the aapiianls of the* woild 
duhayourto iKiMiado the nist Ives -and us-t!wt Huy 
arc performing a duty wliilo tiny aie meidy grati- 
fying a hiry uuhnation It is hardly eredible* the 
nmiibcis of persons m thw country yi ho would make 
poetry a l^nsiaca&I Herhaps suth duameis may bo 
Aurimsod lo hear that wo weio ossuieel by a i>oet of no 
mean stmulmg — tho aulhor of one of the l^t of t 
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j nKHlom lyrics, ‘There’s kiimos o* lioney on my love’s 
lips’— thnt ho never made anytliini? in his life by poetry 
but Ills shiiro of n hiilf-cTowu bowl of ininch I But it 
Tinist bo owned that another wquaintance of ours was 
more fortunate than Allan Cunningham. Finding that 
a sonnet of his had appeared in a fashionable luiseel- 
I'uiy, he was not satisfied with tho iiinnortality thus 
obtained by his initials; but being rather surpriscfl 
that tli(^ evpected eheque had not iniwlo its app(Mranee, 
t lie called at tlu» puhliblier’s, to jog the elbow of the man 
|l of busines?. Ih* was tishered into the pri\.ito room, 

' I vhen, after ho had seated himself, tho publisitor, a t.dl, 

' l)Oitly geutleinan, inquired his pleasure. t 

‘ f am tho author of that sonm t in jour last number.’ 
M Hi I son in t ? Ah ! Well, sir ?’ 

‘Oil! 1 merely railed,’ said the vhitor, feeling 
lukwaid and tuniing red, ‘just in the May of bicune^s, 

I i > inlorm joii tint I am not an amateur autlior.’ 

' ‘ Vtni Mdiit payment for that sonnet, do jou? 

I rlainly, hir; eertanily — all ri‘»ht:’ and the hibliopole, 
, liking up the m.iga/ine it ennehed, counted the linos 
to see that tho moasure was ftood, ainl (aleulatiiig 
' mentally its value per ^eale, presented the tortumite 
pint witli t^^o shilling'* and si\penee. 

lint louiago! JOvtii to know how to rhyme is to 
know s()*iK Ihinj; ; and although the aecoinphshnuait is 
I not a niailv(tai>lo (onimodiiy, who knows wh.it may 
come of It otherwise? At unyrato, targ'ing rhjmos n 
not M) '-idK iilmo ,in unplojment as tomplaiiuug of the 
1 Wiongs ot thi‘ Lnn adj. 


TilK I’OSrxMAN Of Tin: VAL D’OHSVN. 

I ‘ Voii V Moii'iicur lai roshO’ (liul l^‘lrone^ 

I ’Plu sound oi a horn —a course, Id uing noise - was 
' he ml (le the* i\ilamaliou was will utteiid, and all 
the loungus in the nisi le taM*rn liunied to the door. 
Surely enou'di liu re he was, Ibihilloii the postinin, 
coining gallantly u]>, iiotw ithsLandiiig that he .ind iiis 
I little p.iIlKy hid ti uolhsl all tho wav from 

J’.ni to I.aii V IloiiiKs, and wire hathul m an unionifoit- 
ii!)le ( on 'lonn latiou ol pii'^piiation ami du-»t. It was 
I iMa\, and th it is a warm month in the V.il d’ObSjfi, hut 
the luiliiu lip and twinklim* oje of Bostman Bahillon 
,1 Wire more than a matt li lor the Min. Spite of the 
I exhimsting, prostiating for\our of the weather, never a 
jot hatid they of their s.iuev, qailhinl ?nr. 

Never shall I torget the face of I’ostinan Hdullon : a 
' moM pleasant face to nuet with on the slioulders of a 
man who lived a poor and laborious life. Ilis shop 
hlaik ejes and his ape full lip seemevi ever alive 
with an expression ol the acuUst enjoyment, 'riieie 
I appeaivd to he an inexhaustible supjily of some pun- 
gint lelidi ill the dejiths of the man’s loul, that was 
iver welling up with a mouth -watering inUiisity into 
I bus ejes and lips. In )oy, in sorrow, in leisure, ni 
labour, the strange light was always sluiiing in the 
, face of tJeiin Ilabillou. 

Some dozen lustics were gathered round Host Per- 
ronet at tlie entrance of tho little v'.iysidi' lii\ern, whose 
only Mgn was a w isp of straw susiiended ov er the door ; 
I and as Bahillon roile up ho was assailiHl by jokes and 
1 merry exclamations from the la/v throng. 

' * All, him garpn llahillon, wdiat luivo yott got for 

us?’ 

1 Tho postman let go his bridle, hobl ut» Ids lelter- 
' bag with his left hand, and raising his long honi to his 
mouth wdth his riglit, blew a loud blast, 

, ‘Ah, ah I All that?’ 

‘ Here, hold my stimip, Jiuiues Bouhommo, and I 
'I will shew you wlnit I have, Tliero’s mwa— nowa — 
I uew'8 ! * • 

I ‘ hkn / Lot m have it.’ » 

* Summer’s coming, aul umii’s coming, winter’s com- 
ing, flud the maize i« coining and the grapes ; aud the 
wino— when is that coming, Inend I’crronct V 


‘ Ah, ha! a cup of wUio for tfean Bahillon I Haste, 
Anoatte I ’ 

‘ Wino for Jean Bahillon, ami water for tho chtml 
de paste. ! Le pauore vk val ! — six hours on iho trot.’ 

‘ Bnt-Hhe news ? * 

‘ And tho letters ?* 

‘ And tho papers ? * 

* Ah, htm Ihiit ! The news, and the lettois, and tho 
papers I Hero they are,* And Joan, havinrt iioured 
tho ruddy wino dowm his throat, ])laccd hmibclf in g 
comic.ll position on the high h'aping-stock heforo tlie 
door, unlocked his hag with much bolcmnity, and pro- 
ceeded in a very euby and pleasant manner to make liis 
otb^'ial * (ielivery.’ 

‘Behold thj» little hdUiI* cried he, holding np an 
iniineiise ietter. ‘ I am so proud and Jiapjiy to carry 
•*0 hamlsome a />///#/ th it I know not how to part with 
it! Indtvd 1 would ccitiinly keep it to myself were 
it not direcled to my deir M. IJerion ; hut that it is 
for liim, mid that I h.ive the liouour to bring it to him, 
and to place it safely in h\s own hands, this comph'tes 
mj Injjpmess!’ And wiih a Ktem liiiiau's bow, ex- 
quisite in its e‘l^> lourto-y, he li.mdcd the letter to nn 
mdividiml bt.mtimg fiinoii^ the now numeious groiiji | 
wliieh Mirroiinded him. ‘ V<ih, roifa, vmh! a littlo I 
note foi'^liio JulLi I)up‘ten. Dineten— who I 
ih she ? ' 

‘ /’//'/?( z fffnfh, M. .Tcaii ! sljr* i', not to f.ir nwaj 

‘ Ah, it i. well,’ (rieil Jean, tinning with ready tact 
in the direetion indwMted Uy tlie looks of hih auditory, 
and i.ubiug In-. Cii)» to n very pretty jomig peasant 
woman. *Ali, my fiiends, am 1 not hlebM'd to have 
brought •'O little « note so long a distance for so el i.i rill- 
ing a fhwitisilh •' \Miat do T doborvo? But, ah, T 
.1111 well rewardid!’— iiiiolher iiiobt gallant bow to the ' 
hJubhiug Julia. " /Y//S etHon -horo’b for M. Fautillot. 1 
Ah, monsieur, good tidings for you, I am bine; for 
none won M liave the heait to bcud you had l»y Jean 
Bahillon, who loveb you so well! Hi re’s for Annette 
iVrronet, (he daughter of our noble host, who is, yxrr 
the hnmilahlo and best jiosbihle Perroiiel. 1 
am proud to have brought it, iirideinoKselle ! Here’s 
for .iuh'b (i.ntemps, a journal, the National" — may it 
dohghthis Itisine! A*‘I)t bats” for I.e (’omto Beauvais. 

O I am J not pioutl? A “ Monileur" for M. Je Pn dd. 
Not here?’ inquiud Jean, looking round with an air 
winch jirovokeil ibouts of laughter, us if he expected to 
sec the coniti‘ iml the pretcl among his lieterogeiieoiH 
audience. ‘ d la ii it people will not come to Jemi, Ji ,m 
muvt go to tl»f m ; but Jean ih iilwijs Ivippy amidst all 
ileseiiiitioiis of eoniings and goings. A letter for Andre' 
Bruiu Me, llie jomiger. ll.i])}.v voutli! it is a inuideu’s 
wilting, (me lor Julienne Jolivic ; fiom a swcclheait, 
I’il be sw nn. Anoiher for — for — mm 1)im! J cannot 
re.id Ihi" none: it is a foreigner’s— M. Had — Had — 
dong — tom’’ 

* ll.iddington? It is for me!* eKiIiiimed an elderly 
individual, who had hi i n btsndmg at the door of tho 
little hostd, lisLeniiig to the |H)stinan’h gay rhodo- 
immliide with c.igcr atP'iition, and who now hieppod 
forwaid, and taking the letter, put a coin into Jean’s 
willing hand. Ho was an Knglibhman, and bon’ in 
ilio'-s and ini(*n the aiipearaiice of a man of bubiiicBS 
upon Jiib travels. 

* But how is Ibis? It bus been opened!’ 

‘ I liave not opened it, monsieur,* said Joan, a little 
v’exod at tho sharp tone of Mr Haddington. ‘ Perhaps 
if monsieur^will iiispc’ot the seal lie will see that it is 
all an accident — ^mere wear and tear of travel.’ 

Ml* Haddington looked around, as if ho wished no 
one were present but himself ami tho postman; then 
muttering ‘Well, well,’ with a dissatisfied air returned 
into the house. 3b*rroiiet watched him with some 
curiosity. Ho opened tlie letter with a nervous ami 
anxious hatid. After riMuling it ho turued it about this 
way and that, sprestl the sheet of paper wide, sliook it, I 
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looked on the ground; then taking up his hat, left tho 
liou^e, and hurried down tho roail towards IBaux 
Bonnes. 

Joan, having delivered as many letters and papers 
os ho fould at the door of the hostel, sat dowrf to rest 
awliile ere he prtK'eeded on his travels witli the remain- 
der. Young and old gatliercd round tlie i»ay-lijjarted 
fellow, laughing and chatting with him, and enjoying 
an ifllo Jiour, as none know better how to do thmi tlie 
peasantry of Southern Eranev. Jokc'i and laughter 
brightened the atmosphere of tho usunlly soIkt house 
of Host Pemmet, iind in^ver a man of the whole troop 
Inid so merry a Inugh as Jean I’abillou. 

But tlie evening ^as nd valuing: llie ])o<^imnn i^ad 
DO nionj lime to spare, 'riu* wdiite "Navarre pony w'as 
saddled and bridled, and olf he wTiii w itli a jest and a 
song. lie had not been gone many minutes w hen the 
English traveller returnetl to the house. lie asked 
Pcrroiiet if the postmim had let‘1. 

* YeSv monsieur, he is gone.’ 

* Does he return tliis >\ay- and when?’ 

* He ndurns to Pan to-morrow morning l»y llus 
way.’ 

‘I must w'ail for him. The rascal lias robbed inel ’ 

‘Uoblwd you, monsieur P e\tlaimed IViionet with a 
shrug of iiKTcdulitj arui surprise, not umiii^^tsl with 
diHplea8urt\ ‘If is not jHissible, monsieur; tliere ib no 
honcater man in «H France than Jean Babiiion.* 

‘Monsieur, the mayor of this department thinks 
dliferently,’ returned Mr Haddington coldly. ‘ At idl 
events I have lost an onelosure of considerable amoimt, 
and shall not lie able to proceed on niy way to hladrul 
till it is reianered or till I reeehe a further ivmittam o. 
A inost annoying affair altogether! It mu‘-t Ik* in- 
quired into rigorously or I shall not be contented.’ 

* Truly, monsieur, it is most annoying,’ said Pi*rroiu*t, 
raising )iis cap and rubbing his lieud rut fully. * Hut 
as for Jean Babilton, 1 will lay my life he is not to 
blame. Paurn tfairnn! it will break Jiis lu*art.* 

As Jean n*turnt\l the ne\( morning lie was arif*st\.d 
by a commissary of iK)Iie<* on a elinrge of having oiK*ne<l 
a letter and abhtracte*! a bank-bill. An examination 
ensued b<»fore the iiullioritit*^. Mr JIaddington was 
the agent of a London inereanlile house, and w<is 
intrusted with sundry neg<itiations at Bayonne, at 
several of the l^yreiiean towns, and at Madrid. He 
had IxK'n waiting at Faux Bonnes seveial days in 
expectation of further instruelions and a r(*initt‘anee, 
preparatory to imaveding aiToss tlie frontier into 
Spain. At leiigtli Joan Babillon had brought him n 
letter: it was enveloped in thin, loii<»li, Idue paper, 
sucii as tlie firm he lepresentod w.is in tlie halnt of 
using for enclosures. But tiie seal ha<l Ix-eii broken; 
and tiiougU tlie wTiter of the letter stated Unit he 
enclosed w*itli it n hill for (JOOO fran(‘s, no such diKm- 
ment was contained in the eri> elope. Mr Huddiiigt<in, 
onlinarily an impassible, thoroughly business - like 
Englishman, had beeu rendered anxious and in-itahle 
by expectation and delay; and smitten with an invo- 
luntary dibtnif^t of the loquacious pobtinan, lie had at 
once suspected him of opening the lcttt*r and purloining 
tho rernittanci*. The placing liim under arrest, how'- 
ever, w^as a hasty and ineonsiderato proeeivUng, and a 
little reflection might liave porsuaded the traveller that 
such a course was Jiazardous until inquiry had given 
some sort of conflrmation to his suspicious. 

And now Jean Babillou trflvelU*d from Kaux Bonnes 
to Pau as he had never travelled liofore; for though ho 
still iK^atrodo his own Utile horse there wa8^i gendarme 
on eitheir of hinb and suspicion of crime weighed 
heavily him, bowing his head and dimming the 
of Jfls eye. He knew well every man and 
woman they passed upon the fhmiliar roa<i; even the 
Vtyy swine that grubbed alwiit liq knew one from 
dwier ; anil all, ©Very one, appeared to jierceivo his 
^ degrmlation. ’flu* men wratched him till ho was out j 


of sight with ail inquiring look; tlie girls and women 
eyed him with amazement ; the very jiig^ and sheep 
seemed to understand that lie liad done w'rong, ami w as 
no longer honest, wcleorae Jean Babillon. A bitter 
time of it for Jean 1 

French jurisprudence is by no nnxms so straiglit- 
forw'ard and rapid as Ermlish. Our neiglibonrs are so 
(lisenrHive ami fro superfii'Lilly profound in their ‘inter- 
rogatories, w) woiuliriully acute in miimtia*, that out 
of every mole-hill they make a mountain; and when 
here and there lh(‘y come upon an actual mountain, 
they straikhtwny make a lire-and-suli>hur viileaiio of it. 

IiiqSiries wore made at tlie Bureau des Po'-tes at 
Pau, where it was stated that a letter from I'higlnnd, 
directed to J\lr Haddington at JCaux Bonnes laid been 
duly received and liauded to Jean Baliillon for eon- 
\eyanei* to its destination. 'Hie roni»n'> siid he Ind 
not t.iken particular notice, hut believed- -indeed would 
not lic'iitatc to swt'ar- that the lettiT was jiioptrly 
sealed when he placed it in the liag of the iiostman. 
Then ensued the examination of .Jean at the Hotel de 
Ville. After tiie scanty evideiiee iiad been heard, .iein 
was :il once sharply asked by M. Vi*rornie, tlie iii.i\oi\ 
what had induced him tooinm tlie lettei ?- wlij lu had 
ahsirueted tiie enclosure? — wliat he had dom* with it 
i'Ce., as it is tho eiKstom of Fivui'h mauistrab ^ to do. i 
'I'he suspected man earneslly ileehin‘d Ins innou im. I 
he Jind not touelied the letter from the inoineiit it w.is 
phieed in his bag at Pau until lie look it out ind 
delivercsl it to Mr Haddington at L.inx Boiiiiis, In 
vain his prot(‘sts. The mayor repealed his intuiogi- 
teiiea with increased vi lu nieiice until .Jean, t oiifoundt fl, I 
h.ims.,ed. indignant, refused to answtr or to sa\ ain- ( 
thing at all. His passionate denials of ',nilt liall huu I 
made to mminate himself, and now bis sileiui v\as | 
deelart*<l to U* i videivt proof of bis in ibilii\ to cst iblish [ 
his iimiK'cnee. Mr Haddington was i onsidi lalily an- 
noyid at the luaniur in v\hieli tlie invtsturadoii was 
eondueted. ’I'he InJiaviour of tin* jx slinin impussul 
him with the Inlief that the snsjmions he luidiiilii- 
taiiied were nnloimded ; but llu ugh be h.ul < vpeueiieid 
no great diflieulty in bringing the man to the liar, how 
to get him away again was quite another niitUi. He 
iiad rashly imagined that the iiiterferimv of a m.i**is- 
tnite w'ould either procure him the restitution ot tin* 
pn>perty or a skilful investigation of the uHair. When 
IKxir Jean had been under tiie torture of a r.iudoni 
examination for iipw arils of an liour, ami whin Mr 
Haddington, ehafisl and astonislied at the ininiur in 
which matters were eondiieUd, would willnigiy, Iiad 
he lx*en permittwl, have aliaiidoned the jiroseeution, 
it CK'curred to the magistrate’s notary tliat it vias 
possiide the letter Iiad never contained an enelosiiie; 
there was no proof of the J,ict. 'rherenpon Mr llad- 
dmgton was rtsjnested foithwiMi to write to Kngland 
for proof— Jean Buliillun being nniamkd in the nieaii- 
time. 

As he if'suod from the IIbU*l de Ville, IMr Hadding- 
ton, to ins miTprirte, ln'liehl Pi‘rron(*t and a wJioJe trooj) 
of tho Laux Bonnes peasantry standing round the dmir, 
apparently in anxious expectation. All of them hi ing 
much attached to thedr friend Jean, they had come uj) 
to Pau to know the result of liis examination ; for tlie 
Frencli iieasnntry Iiave more* peregriuatory facilities 
tiun iho Englisli — tiieir bjsti*in of life emhraeing 
large^ co-oiK*ratlon of tiio feninlos of a family in every 
aes(*riptiou of lalKiur, tin* males can, without iucon- 
venioiKH*, absent thems<*lves from tlioir liomes now 
and then at their own will and pleasure, As one of 
the officers descended from the justux*'*chnmher, he* was 
v*agerly surrounded and questionod by the rustic*!, who, 
on hearipg what he had to say, regard<*d the Englisli- 
man with fhrags and glauees of anything Imt an 
approhatuiy description. Now all this was dwply 
annoying, and to make matters wovse, a poorly-attired 
and feeble old woman crossed our countryman’s path, 
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nnd followed him, exj’lainiinjf, with tears of sorrow and 
anger, that ho had deprived her of her only means of 
support. She was tlie mother of Jean. Mr Haddington, 
in no very enviable frame of mind, instantly repaired 
to the bureau of a merc'hant with whom he had, when 
at l^iu a short time previous, transacted some business, 
and having explained to him how matters stood, sm*- 
eeeded in procuring a small loan. Having sileiussl the 
clamours of the ol(l Judy b^ a liberal gratuity, he pro- 
ceeded to a mmlest bold, d<'spatchoil a letter lo ICtigland, 
and then, with A\hat eomposure he f‘oidd, a<ldix‘s.sed 
himself to the trial of awaiting aii answer Hereto. 

A wc(‘k i)assed in luiserahlo suspense. Perronet nnd 
tlie other country friends of »Jean were still in town. 
Kardy did the unlucky Knglislunnn Avulk fortli without 
meeting some of them ; and to encounter their un- 
f.ivounihle looks, rvMiiarks, and gestures, was not the 
le.i^'t trviiig aeeoinj)animent of the adventure. 

Oil tlie ninth day the aiisiously- expected letter 
aiTi\ ed. Hut - eonfusion ! — it w^as oi>ened i*xaclly ns the 
otluT had lieiMi ; and though u remittance wras statisl to 
be enclosed, it (‘ontained nothing! Jii a stall* of great 
vexation and ciiihamibsmimt, Mr Haddington again 
a]>pli<Ml to the authorities. Inquiries w^ere institulisl ut 
all the post-offieos r// /ew/c from Kiigland; and tliough 
lh(* ndease of ,I(‘an was entreated, as it wa*» now reasm- 
a!)h* to sup])ose that he Avas as guilllesM of the first 
robbery a«» lie aa.'c of the second, tbc request was denied 
until some «'» /.ssf ;we«/ had been arrivetl ut. i^roni 
llie post-ofiiet*s along the line the news arrivt'd that the 
Ii'tter direi'ted to Mr lladdingtoii laid been reeiuA'ed 
with the suil broken, nnd had been eonveyed in that 
state all the w'aj’. Another letter, urgently wonled, 

I was despatched to Kngbind, the traveller being tinnhle 
I eithi'r to return or to proceed on his journey williout | 
' inoiu'y. 'i’o insure prompt attention, and in deferenee 
to eiTt dll A ague misgiAings rt selecting the people 
employed at lu'udqnarters, ^Ir Haddington ilirected his 
I siroini iinslle to one of tlu* partiurs of the firm in the 
fa'liion of a priAale letttr. Six more anxious and 
I WMl(‘lied <la\s liJiAing passed, an answer Avas ris*eiAetl. 
'rids lime the seal was fast and sivure, and the reinit- 
taiiee duly eii(‘losed. Noav all Avas made clear; and 
llioutdi alniosl an} thing is la'tter than mieertaiiity and 
unjust sii'-iiieion, the ih‘ Hum mutt A\as ot“ a deplorable 
sort. 'J’lie cashier of the house hail never procured 
the hills ordered to la* sent to Mr Iliwldiiigtoii. Instead 
of s<» doing, he had druAvn the stateil iiinomits from the 
' l)ank, and jnit them into his ow'ii p<H*ket, sending the : 
;| letters with lietitions or nnfiisteiasl seal^, hi order, it 
I is su])pi)sed, to indiiei' tlie belief tluit the} had lH.*en 
opened and idimdered in transit. A matter of 
how(*\er, was but a trilk* in eoiiiparison to his other 
defaleations. ]laving proi'eeded with extraonlinary 
adroitness to a point at w hii’h discovery hecanio JiioAit- 
I able, he had ahRconded, and slreiiuotis ellbrls Avero uoav 
I l>oing made to discover nnd arrest him. 

Jean wmr now' of course released, immediately after 
which evuit his friends, Avith boisterous solicitude, 
eoiivi'yed him and his mother to the hotel where Mr 
Uaddhiglon was residing, and intro^luct•il tliem into the 
presence of that gentleman, AVith mueh earnest AA'amilh 
they ri'eited the wrongs the postman and his mother 
had siifierod— the Ibnaer, a fortnight’s incarceratiou, 
and iin imputation on his Honesty which might In* 
ruinous to iiim ; and the latter, the temporary' los.s of 
her only sonrt'e of swbhislenee, besides anxiety nnd 
injustice to both, Mr Haddington, mueh comforted and 
restored now that tlu* explanation had arrived, addressed 
tliem in a friendly and eoneiliating manner, explained 
the iiosition ho w'lis in when the first -o|)ened letter 
reached him, the uneasineaa be had sufllsred, owned 
that lie had l»o<m hasty, askwl them to foi^ivo him, 
and finally handwl to Joan and his mother as band- 
some a bonus us bo could afibrd in r(»L*om][>on80 for the 
loss he had oceasiotuMl them. The old huly iu liigli 


glee curtsied her thanks, but Jean, with a nobility 
liardly to bo expected, declined the gift, 

‘Xo, no, monsieur,’ said he ; * I will not take it. You 
have suffered as much as I have : it is a cross fortune 
for botb of us, and 1 hope we shall not have the like 
again.* 

Mr Haddington refused to receive hack the francs, 
liowcVer, and 1 ludieve they eventually found a pla<*o 
in the pocket of Jean’s mol her. 

Jean had always stood high in the good graces of 
his employers at the Bureau des rostos, and w'as 
immediately reinstated in his office, with I'oiigvatnla- 
tiuns on the salihtaetory manner in wdiich his (>liarncter 
had been vindicated. The day aftiT his r(‘lease he 
w'Jnt his pO'«t- journey in conqiany Avith his many 
friends, his linrse’s liead decked out witli flow'crs, and 
was greetid hy cheers and gratulations all along the 
route. Mr Haddington has seem liim many a time 
since, and has done iiiiiny u friendly act for liiin, and 
will iicAor as long as he lives forget tlu* mercurial 
Bostman of the Val d’O^san. 


HAIMRLKS IM SEATUU! OF WILD -FLOWERS. 

Tlin hALT-MAItSlI. 

How eill'hanting is life hy the sea-Mile! To me ‘all 
seasons and their change alike delight’ A\hen within 
rein li of (he se.'u nnd one source of enjoyment seems to 
foil )w another iu rajud ^uieeession all through the year. 
In the wild autnmiial storms, Aidieii the Avaves mount 
•to the Avelkiu's height,* there is an awful beauty wdiich 
ruihes tUi* imagination, nnd (*\alls the mind to the eon- 
templutioii of the mighty power of Him who ‘stilleth 
till* noise ot‘ the cncus,’ and ■‘U.as unto the tossing main, 
‘IVacO’-be still.’ Then comes the snow of Avintcr, 
whitening the earth around its shores, and throwing its 
spotless mantle o\er roi'k, and (*litf, and shingle, nnd 
ever} thing ; hut tlie wide sea still works on, its waters 
engulfing the (lakes as th(*y full, and restoring them to 
their fluid state - the ebbing and lloAving of its tides 
uiiinllueneed by fiui*l nations of tbc* bc*asons. 'I'hen 
spiiiig beams forth, lending tboscMilio love tlu* av a ter 
to Jong for a sail, wliicli, IioAveAer, it is ns yet scarcely 
safe to Aciitim*, on account of (hose shifting Avinds 
whieli lit this season especially visit onr island, and, 
])ouriiig doAvii between the headkmds, often endanger 
ail} light skill* wdiieh may come under their intliu'nce ; 
but soon the glorious blue of tlu* sky, and the gentle 
and equal brc'ezes, speak of Hummer, aud five us from 
ri^straint, and Ave enter on the joyous da} s of summer 
life. Then, in the moriiiiig, ilu* stroll on the bench, the 
lounging rest nndc*r the shade of some* bout on the 
shingle bunk, wliilst the yeasty Avaves advance iihiiost 
to your feet, and you lie throwing iiebhJes into tJic 
AA'ivter, and moralising on caidi cin'le which emanates 
from the ruffleil centre, and, like glory, 

‘ Never eeaseth to ei.large itself 
'J'lll by broad spreading it extends to nougltt.’ 

Or, in a less sedate mood, watching the ganibols of a 
throng of nu*rry inqis around you -some barefooted, 
and w ading venturously into the w ater ; others lingering 
till juHl too late to save the pretty little clean socks and 
trousers from a sousing as the wavelet lireaks on the 
sliore, whilst nurse halt; if not quite angry, snatches 
hack the idle little creature to safer ground. Tlien 
there are some swiminiiig Ixiats, and others making 
gn*at Nc'jftune dash over and ov'cr again into the 
wav4*s after a stick, wdiich he rescues and brings to 
shore, his noble breast stemming the waters, whilst his 
eri’ct head lifts the prissc high in air, until he lays it 
safe at the tct*t of liis little niasU?r, and aft«r receiving 
his guerdon of pats and iiralses, is again scut off* iu 
quest of the same stick. It is a ciiarniing scene ; and 
next comes the tnoment when you resolve on taking 
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in the tixird Kre find the chiij0i^ ( C/n'ctfrmm iwiybud^ 
cultivated as a substitute for co£^; th^ dandellou or 
dent -de- lion {LeorCtodon tordaracam)*— so important in 
medicine; artichokes, lettuces, endive, r succory^ and 
others of our Mteheu-gardeu plants. 

Some of the most brilliant and lasting ornaments 
of our flower-garden-^ the gorgeous dahliasj the chry- 
santhemums, all the marigolds and asters, and great 
numbers besides — are also composites. If the blossom 
of "a composite flower be. inspected and examined by 
the aid of a microscope, it cxtiibits a most M’onderfid 
and beautiful conformation. Wo will take a» daisy as 
our example. It is not strictly correct to cajl this 
or any blossom of this form a Jhioer^ for it is in 
j f;ict a head of flowers, coiui>osed of l>etween 200 and 
300 separate florets, eaA;h perfect in itself, and formed 
of a corolla, stamens, and pistil, ‘ Every one of those 
leaves whicli are wlute above and red undomcath,* 
says Iloussean, * and form a kind of crown round the 
flower, appearing to be notliing more than little petals, 
are in reality so many true flowers; and every one of 
those tiny yellow things also which yon see in the 
centre, and wliich you have at first perhaps taken for 
nothing but stamens, are real flowers.* The wliitc 
florets above named form wdiat is called the ray. If 
you pull one o\it, you will find that the lower end is 
round and hollow like a tube, and that a little forked 
fibre, wbicli is tlio style, issues from it. Then if you 
examine one of the yellow florets wliich compose the 
disk or eontre*, you will see that these are corollas of 
one petal, in -which you w'ill perceive by the help of the 
magnifier a pistil and antliera. These flowers expand 
succossivid}'^ from the edge inwards. All these little 
flowers, botli wdiite and yellow, are enclosed in a 
common involucre, wliich hinds them together, and 
supports them collectively, as the calyx does the petals 
of plants otherwise constructed. At the base of the 
tube of the corollas are a few narrow’, hairy scales, 
which are in fact cal ices stunted in consequence of 
grow'iug among the closely-pressing florets. These are 
called the fnippaa; and Ihougli often absent — as in the 
duis}’, the dandelion, and other pljints — ‘form that 
beautiful plume of feathers which catch tlie wind, and 
enable tlio seed to soar into tho air and scatter itself 
to a distance. The dolituite feathery balls of the dan- 
delion, which chiklrcu amuse themselves w'ith blowing 
into tlio air, are the fruit of that plant crowned by the 
papjias.* Such is a general sketch of composites, or, as 
they are commonly called, compound floivcrs. 

But now ray attention is attracted by something of 
quite a different character ; and flowers and botanj'^ arc 
for a time merged in watching a large bird of beautiful 
I)Ium.‘ige, w’hich keeps ho|qnng belbre mo at a distance 
of a few yards, and uttering a pretty and plaintive cry, 
not as if frightened by my presemjc, but rather as if it 
would allure me to follow it. Alas that the daj^s of 
talismans and amulets, and of beautiful damsels traii.s- 
' formed by some vile enehimter into the likeness of some 
bird or beast, and W’ai ting only for me to perform some 
act which sliould restore them to theit iiristino form, 
should be so wholly gone I I thought of the bird in the 
‘ Ai'abion I^ights,’ wliich led the princess on and on, in 
pursuit of tho talisman of wliicli it had deprived her, 
till, step by Step, It allured her far, far away ; of 
Tlialaba’S gpreeu In of everytbiug -which could work 
on my ima^nation— but it would not do; arid When the 
pretty creature sitddenly stripped, and even returned 
to meet me, the orgrm rif Wondet yiel^^ 

deduct LOrii} rif causoBf)^ find X decided that it had been 
in some way u^jured, and hod^ 
was a fine specimon rif tile tirik - of sea r dottereh 
ahout eight inches long, with a M^k 

bill an inch long, and ^ fcM^t Arid 
was 1 ^ and fhlh and heauttfhUy variegated v the 
and being , whitri, richly I 

i vth? AeaJt- »rid 


with tfriSty red; the breast and lowef p^ts White, with 
a handsome black tail tipped with white, and very 


kerchief^ which I placed under the bars of my p^sid 
(which, half - opened, formed a nice sort of basket V I 
proceeded on my way, occasionally peeping from time 
to timb at my captive, and pleasing myself with the idea 
of the amusement a dear young invalid relative— who 
was at that time under my care, rind who ent^ed With 
avidity into all the details of pleasure in which sickness 
and sufferitig precluded lihri from otherwise participat- 
ing — w-ould find in nursing and feeding tho poor little 
siifferer. And hero a word on nursing. Be assured 
that it is quite a mistake for a nurse to confine licrself 
too closely to the house wlien she is in attendance 
either on a confirmed invalid or on a convalescent. 
There are of course cases of mmto illness when it 
would be unfit, almost impossible, to leave the patient 
even for an hour ; and in such emergencies everything 
must yield to the exigencies of the moment. But 
whenever it is iiossiblc, roly on it both patient and 
nurse arc alike benefited by being for a time separated 
wliilst the latter obtains air, cxcrcjise, and refreshment 
of mind, among the sweet scenes of nature. Tho 
jiatient may feel a little dull whilst his companion is 
absent, tPiit he is arai>ly repaid by tlie greater spring 
that is given to their intercourse on lier return, from 
tho renewal of spirits and life that she has sustained, 
and the fresh objects for discussion which she has 
picked up in her rambles ; -whilst the nurse herself 
feels brighter and more vigorous, and better ablo to 
minister to the comfort o.r amusement of her com- 
panion. Of course tho ultiraato results on her liealtli 
should also always be kept in view, for without such 
assistance the health and spirits of any one who is 
occupied in prolonged attendance on the sick must 
sooner or later decay. 

But to i>rocec(l. On the terrace I find many varic-^ 
ties of trefoil, and among others that curious one the' 
subterranean trefoil (^Trifolium suhterrdneum) ; it grows 
very low (the stems, which are from three to sLx inches 
long, pressing close to the ground), and presents never 
more than three, or at the most four, white flowers on 
efich lieacl. In tlie centre of each iiciid is a stilP, strong 
tuft of fibres, whicli embrace tJie joint. As the fiowers 
which arc at first erect mature, they turn towards 
the ground, the stalk sending out from its extremity 
several fibres by wliicli tlie bead is dragged under the 
ground, wlierc the seed ripens. 

I now left the bank of tho river, and turning to 
the left, entered a stretch of salt - marsh, on wliich 
1 found the salt-marsh cluh-nfsh (^ScJibjms maritl- 
77i»/.s), and other rushes and sedges of interest ; and 
also in abundance that pretty little flower the sea 
milkwort {^Ghux marithm\ which grows from two 
to eight inches high, erect and brimched, its stem 
smooth and succulent with fleshy leaves and solitary 
axillar flower of a i>TCtt> pink ; and also the whorlod 
knot-grass (Tffdcehrwn vertkUldtma)^ and various kinds 
of per simriaf besides many other plants peculiar to such 
localities; and then leaving the salt-marsh, retraced my 
steps, finding as I w'ent late blossoms of the English 
scurvy-grass {Cochhdria that sweet -scented 

white flower, a sjiccies, of which We find hr cottage 
gardens in the spring under the name of ‘ honey blobs ; * 
a pretty plant, very much like the caiidy-tuftj and so 
lusciously sweet as to collect the bees from all Quarters 
to the il* aflbrds. On the stony slopb of the, 

embankment I also fourid that pretty umbel the 
sarapliiro {Cnthnium maritimnin)^ so called from 
barley, which the fruit is supposed to resemble, Tliis 
ptot is of tlie N. O, umbdlifom, imder which cffdcr 
are chissod all plrints whoso flower-stotps divide at tlie 
top iriW a number of short slendef b*aricli^s, ail spring- ; ■ : 
ihgikim orie e^imoii ocnl^ as rayri m.ari\Uri>brcm : ^ 
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do from tlio rjlng whkh slidefl on the stidc* Oiuih of these 
l^eya being terminated by a cluster of flovrcrs^ the stalks 
of which also proceed from a common centre, and again 
form an iimbol. Vm\ey^ carrot, and a multitude 
oilier important plants, uU belong to tliia tn|}o. The 
samphire grows about a foot high ; tho stem is round and 
leafy ; t)to leaves twice torimte ; and tlic Icadcts lanee- 
sliaped, fleshy, and higldy succulent — the wliole* plant 
being of a pale- bluish green; and with its vigorous 
growtlAnd clear, sliarp outline, forming a very pretty 
ornament to the r<icks iihero it grows. The flower is 
white- Samphire is utuni ns a pickle, and is of a salt 
and aromatic flavour, and miicli more agreeable tliaii 
Sulirorma het^cea, which I linve before said is used 
for tho same purpose, foniung a very fair substitut<^for 
capers. It is sold hy the perk, and considerably in 
request in inland towns esiKHiially. Shakflpeaiv*& notice 
of it shews that this plant has K'en in u-e for a long 
l>erio<l of years— 

* How fearful 

And dimy *tU to cost one’s eyes so low ! 

The crows and choughs that wing tho midway air 
Shew Bcayce so gross us b^'clles. ilalf-way down 
Hangs one that gathers namphirc ; dreadful trade ! 
Meihinks he seems no bigger than his head. 

The fishermen that walk iqion the heaoh 
Appear like mice ; and yon tall aiichoiing baxk 
Diiuinished to her cock, her cock a buoy, 

Almost too small fur si^t. The inuriniiring suige 
That on the unnumbered pebbles idly chafes 
C'aitnot be heard so high.’ 

But this exposure of life is not in all enses lUHvssary 
in procuring samplurc, for it is often, as at Sidterton, 
to be obtaiiie<l without risk of life or limb, with only 
just oiumgii of scramble to onhanei* tho value of the 
jar of pickle you get from your gatherings, by making 
it act as a pleasant reminder of your enter|)ris(s It is 
not uncommon in England, tUougli rare, if not unknown 
in Scotland. A sort of bea-w'<Hid eolh*elo<l kugel> on 
the coast, the laver, is also in high ix putc Ob an article 
fur the table. It is a sort of ulm which tho peasants 
collect, and after boiling in sea-waUn* a?' j vinegar, st^U 
by the ^Kmud or small cask. A considerable quantity 
of this is sold in tlie London and oilier markets ; and 
when cooked with a small proportion of butter and 
vinegar, is oaten, and by many much approved as a 
sauce for niasted meats. 

Tliere is a Add lying at tho mouth of the ri\er 
whicii at spring-tide becomes very nearly if not quite 
an island. On this field I had long wis]io<l to make a 
raid; and finding it now accessible. 1 di'culed on visit- 
ing it ; so leaving tlie limekilns to the right, I passctl 
over a narrow isthmus which (>oiinects it with the 
mounds of shingle lying l>ctw'een it and tho sea, and 
soon found myself on tho little promontory* and nearly 
surrounded by water. U is curious to sen* the cows 
which are pastured in this flehl drinking ffwly of the 
w ater which surrounds it, and which to all apjMiaranco 
is spn-water, it being there only when the tide is in. 1 
have often heard this nniiurked on, and certainly at first 
sight it is a puzzling circumstance, but on a little con- 
sidoration the solution of the mystery is obvious, it being 
simply this--^tliat tho fresh water, of which a shallow 
stn«am at all times flows, being spccdfloally lighter tlum 
the salt, flogts on tlie surface tiU Us body has been broken 
up by the motion of the w aves, or other external causes ,* 
aud consequently tho cows, which seem to be imbibing 
the briny fluid, are in flict getting a refleshkig xlrang^^ 
as If no saline partkles liirked below. I was dls-* 
appointed of flnd&g varieties of flowers on this lAand, 
but still awaited me. As 1 crossed it, 1 

saw aniMw pretty bird leap into the water, as if 
startled by my appearance ; but to my surprise this, 
the dotterel, turned and came towariU mo. * Wlm 
/ SiUeely I am not to Imve you too, ydd pretty creatuinr 


1 exclaimed aloud ; but it really was so. It fairly swam 
towards me, and came to land cloi?e to my fl‘ot, wlicn it 
suilbrcd me to take it up, and lay it on some grass in 
my parasol beside the p^r dotterel. Tho solution of 
this mystery was as simple as that of the cows. Some 
clumsy, bad shot had been amusing himself with 
i>oppiug at all the birds in his way— just winging tlie 
poor creatures, and loavliig them with broken bones and 
torn flesh to ‘ dree pcnancc,’ until starvation aud suflbr- 
ing slioulh put a (dose to that life which, but for the 
young ^iitlenmn’s gentle pastime, would have 1)eou a 
life of jog and sunsliiuo, spent in sporting among the 
wavoa or soaring on buoyant wdiig amid tlie sweet air 
of hciiven. 

— — — ‘ Detested spoi t. 

Which owes its pleasure to nnuthoi *s pain ! ’ 

1 now thought it Ix'ttcr, being somewhat laden, to 
give up a plan I had formed of proceeding over the 
shingle to tho ^ Point’— a strcUdi of nx'ks nuining out 
into the sea at tho extremity of the booeh— and return 
homewards, whci'C I hoped to be able to minister some 
help to my pretty f(»«tliered foundlings. But it was in 
vain that I and my d(»ar young eompauion endeavoured 
to pres(»rve them. A clever and liurnaiie surgeon, w ho 
was nt the time in attendaiieo on my invalid, kindl> 
exainhuHl them, and bound ut» their w ouiuN, pronounc- 
ing that no irronuM.liablo injury was done, and advising 
us how to manage them ; but our poor little friends 
would not eat : they missed the nourishing sea-slngct 
and wrorms with wdiich they had beim a&od to sup]>ly 
themselves in their native hauntb, nor could wc obtain 
any avn liable substitute Tlie dotlend lived souu* days, 
but it pined and droojH'd, and ou(» tiHiriiuig w i* found it 
dead. The other (which we made out, on referring to 
Bi'wiek, to be one of the tribe of sandpipi'rs called a 
/m//{ ) secerned for a time as if it would re(‘oviT. It 
was an ekgaiit little binl, of alioiit seven inches in 
length, inueli slighter and more delicatcdy formed than 
tiie dottcix‘1, but less iK'autiful in its plumage, wliudi 
was a mixtun^ of ash-colour and daik-hrowii w'ith a 
little while, with greenish-bUick legs and a sniiK^-hki* 
bill about one and a quarter inches long, gnKued nt the 
sides of the upper mandible. It is called in some i>arts of 
England the ‘least snipe,’ *ox bin!,’ ‘sea lark,* mul 
other names ; in the north, ‘ stint.’ Bewick tluis de- 
scribes itb linbits: — ‘Tlie piirrc, with others of tlie same 
gemis, appears in great numlK*rs on ttie boa-shore in 
various jiarts of Clreat Britain during the winter season ; 
tliey run nimbly near the edges of the flowing and 
retiring waves, and an' almost continually wagging 
their tails, whilst they are at the same time busily 
employed in x>icking up their food, wdiieh consists cliic^riy 
of small w'orms and inserts. On taking flight they give 
a kiad of scream, and skim along near tlu^ surfiu*e of 
tho water >vith great rapidity as well as great regularity : 
they do not flv directly forwards, but perform their 
evolutions in large semicircles, alternately in their 
sweep approaching the shore and the sea; and the 
curvature of tluflr course is pointinl out by the flocks 
ajipearing suddenly and alternately in a dork or in a 
snowy-wdiito eolutiT, as thoir backs or their bellies are 
turned towards the biiectator.’ 

He afterwards comments on tho singular fact, that 
flu. king-dotterel, the sanderling, and other bii^s of 
diflbrent species whicli associate with the porro and 
dunlin, should ‘ undorstaud tlic signal whicli, fVom their 
wheeling about altogether with such promptitude and 
good order, it wouW appear is given to tho whole 
flock.’ 1 have ofibea stood watching flic flight of these 
bhrds ibr a long time together, flie efToct, esiiei^iolly in 
stotmy weather, being 'v'ory singular as fliey flash on 
the eye l&o a gleam of ligntning when the wlnte parts 
of tlie whold party are presented all at once to flio eye 
and then totmly disapii^,, the darker hue not bring 
noticeable fjrom a distance* 


Jt was but for n few da^Sj' however, that wo Wete able 
to k(?ep our little pun®; it droop^, and seeiped so 
mplnncboly that wc decided it wptild be better to take 
it back to the spot where 1 liad &uiid it, in the hope 
tluit it might how be able to/pzoTlde ibr itself and 
recover ; but, alas ! as 1 carried it along J perceived that 
it was dying, and chi I reached the embankment it gave 
a hist quiver and expired ; anil SO ended tlic history of 
my hospital for sick searblrds. 


ANECDOTES OF SOME UNREQUITED J’UBLIC 
BENEFACTORS. :> 

Thkkis is no problem more difficult than the adjustment 
of artifleial rewards for intellectual services to the 
public in literature, art, or science. Free trade for- 
tunately at the present day affords the chief fund for 
rewarding such benefactors. They produce what can 
be sold, and the price they receive for their labours is 
in general a pretty sufficient measure of the value of 
their services ; it is at all events a more accurate one 
than any other form of remuneration has been found to 
afford. Formerly this field was much narrower than it 
now is; and it must be .admitted that there will be at 
all times services to the public wliich cannot be thus 
rewarded: astronomical observations, trigonometrical 
surveys, mathematical tables only useful for great 
public operations, the editing of ancient records, and 
historical materials are of this class. Yet Imw other- 
wise to reward sucti services is, as we have said, a very 
difficult problem ; and we generally find it accompanied 
with great jobbing and miscalculation. Saliiries and 
pensiuiis^ are very apt to find their way to the wrong 
men — to tliose who are powerful enough to obtain them 
instead of those who are meritorious enough to deserve 
them. \Vlicn llerschel was made astronomer -royal, 
it is said that he requested the salary not to be enlarged, 
us it would but make the office a tempLation to gentle- 
men of power and influence ratlier tlian of scientific 
ability. Nor has the principle of ‘piece-work,’ as it 
may 1)0 (railed, or remuneration for specific services, 
been more successful. The sums squiiiideral by the 
Record Commission were enormous. 

It may lie interesting to our readers to lay befoi-c 
them some instances, not very well known, in which 
more than one industrious and enthusiastic man was 
deceived by hopes and promises of government rewm*ds 
whiclr were never realised, and wlm may indeed be said 
to have been cheated out of valuable sen ices by men 
in power. During the period between the Revolution 
and the Union, Scotland was ambitious of being in 
many respects a great nation. She aimed at having 
tr:uie and colonies, and resolved to patronise literature 
and art on a largo scale. A certain Captain John 
Slesser had come over to Britain as an engineer officer 
with William in. He i)ossessed some of the mecha- 
nical qualifications at least pf ah artist ; and it pccurrod 
to him tliat it would bp a good s^ulation to engrave 
a collection of tho cities, the churches, and the gentle- 
meh^s OastWs and seats throughout S^tland, after the 
fashion of the handsome works wliich appeared on the 
continent during the soventeenth (!entui 7 . The 
SciottiSh pariiiwheht thought so w^ell of his design that 
|h^(>niise4 him a munificent reward; Tlie way in 
whicdi ^atbhai services were then requited was by j 
allowing the individual certahi pov^eSrs of piUagihg the 
public ; and Slezer was voted a tolma^ 
vessels arriving iii the ppHs He veiy 

naturally deemed his fortunb^ ^ be novr ffiade, and set 
vij^j^usly to the pFepamtibii of hii^pl^es. ; They 
still: exist— a remarkalble ihon^ent pTindustiy if 
of art;' -.'They.'preservo 

representation of the greater of hw bid bhildiiigs . 
and her towrti as they stood at the time of tlw! Rpyelh- 
tioa. The^ appears, ho^rqWt.to 


ps^dlby foreigners than by Scotchmen | inn 
men Boveril published a work called: 

de l^Ecoss%' in whicli he gave redu<!ed and imprciyed 
engraving^ of the ratlier ungainly plates of Slesscr. - 

He wps ihdoed no artist in either the high or the ordi- 
nary sense of the term. Ho could just manage to gi ve 
the shape and something near the proportions of the 
buildifigs. His perspi^tive is dreadful, and his light and 
shade capricious and incongruous. Yet in somp of his 
engravings we find figures introduced in a ratlier spirited 
manner, and wo may conjecture that they were the pro- 
duction of another hand. In some instances there is a 
great improvement even in the architectural depart- 
ments, as if the captain had, even in his own depart- 
meiit, obtained iissistance from some better &urtn. TJiis 
is generally the case with the more highly -decorated 
biiiUlings — such as Stirling Castle, Melrose Abbey, 
Roslin Chapel, &c. — as if Slezer had given tliem up in 
despair. Tims the collection is not without redeeming 
points even as a work of art. There are one or two 
purely fancy pictures in it with great pretension, and 
generally aceomi):mied by sober but genuine duplicates. 
Thus there is a view of DunnotUir Castle extremely 
accurate, but not very picturesque ; as, liotwithstaiidiiig 
the high rock on which it is raised, the castle buildings 
are straggling and mean, and so Slezer represents them. 
Beside his own work, however, ho gives another, repre- 
senting a pro<llgious mass of round and square towers, 
verpr grand, but by no means like the real buildings. 
Tins was often the fasliion in which representations of 
castles were, taken in that age, and for some time after- 
wards. It would seem as if some artist had recom- 
numded Slezer to follow the fashionable example, and had { 
actually afforded him specimens of sucii work ; but that | 
the honest Dutcli captain disdained such flattering arts, 
and boldly issued his own honest representation side by 
side with its meretricious rival. I'he whole work gives 
us an extremely interesting view of the state of ^^>tlaud 
at the time of the Revolution. It shews many build- 
ings which have now ceased to exist. Sudi obscure 
places as Culross, and the villages on the coast of East 
Lothian, appeal* as comparatively dignified towns ; on 
tlie other hand, GL'isgow — its cathedral and college 
forming its most conspicuous features— is a cluster of 
houses among groves of trees, and pleasant, breezy- 
looking hills ; and in tho view of Edinburgh we have 
depicted the wilderness occupying the ground now 
covered by the New Town. 

On the whole, the Dutch captain had deserved well of 
his adopted country, and so far as words and protesta- 
tions wont his services were acknowledged. Act after 
act of the Scottish parliament extols his merits and 
renews the reward of the tonnage on vessels. But the 
great question was — Xlow cxiuld tho captain get it paid ? 
Had he been a greedy, pow^ei'ftil courtier he might have 
extorted some oppK'ssively -enormous sum, but ‘ being 
a foreigner destitute of any patron to espouse his 
interest,’ as he himself says in one of his remonstrances, 
there was little chance of success for him. The fund 
wliich was assigned to him was burdened witli heavy 
national objects — such as liarbour works, salaries to the 
officers of the Admiralty Court, and tlie like— micl there 
being seldom enougli to meet tliese greater ^xi^hclcs, 
nothing remained for poor Slezer. Yet this did not; 
comprehend tlio whole of the: iU-usage he Suffered. It 
appears that he bod claims for arrears of pay as an 
artillery capbiin remaining unsettled ; nay, iartlier, ! 
that he had incui^ outlay in the. clothing and nec^-- 
sarios of he could not 

reimbursement* AS the Scottish parliament was : 
ing to\he dose of its eilstencci W'o find it in iii 
place of its Adding 

with arrnagbmefiis to protect the 
pursuit of >^s creditors. He sUtes that 
w hom hq em^yedi ‘Iweing weari^ mt by fidays, at 
length notqniy distrsined him by Iqgd 4l|igis4^^S^nst 


hi)l j^oi^ blit liisid his whole edbcts 

wheJ^vet they cbUld discbt# them^ 

A doedmeht In th& Ad^ooateS' lihtary, called ‘The 
Stilted Case of Ca|»taiii i^ohn Slezer, humbly represent- 
ing what due to him by Publick? makes 

out A sum of 1(4347 sterling as remainiug unpaid in 
the year ITOft; This was no trifling sum in that day, 
though grbat statesmen sometimes succeeded in olbtain- 
ing iucflgnes Of liAOyOOO and even Ij. 40,000 a year, by 
what umUld how be ac(»im^^^ peculation. He gives a 
pathetic accOiuit of his suflTcrings from his croflitors, 
who ‘bocam® impatient for their money, and pur- 
sued me BO hard for it, that I was necessitate to betake 
myself to the sanctuary of HolyJfood House, whcreti I 
have continued these thirteen years bypast confined, to 
my almost utter miii, being, amongst other hardships, 
obliged in a manner to double charges, by maintaining 
a numerous family in toum and myself at no small 
charge within the sanctuary ; and my zeal not to let 
my company want any necessaries did induce me rather 
to engage personally for whatever they stood in need 
of, than to suffer them to go naked, which falls very 
heavy upon me. For I am decreed by the lords of 
council and sessin to pay not only ten or twelve 
years’ interest for wliat 1 stand engaged for to serve 
thb public, hut I am likewise ohli^d to ^ay every 
man’s cliarges of lawsuits in pursuing for what I 
. owed him.* It appears that Slezer died in 1714, and 
that Ids claims were to the last unsettled by the Ilritish 
government, whicli had succeeded to the obligations 
incurred by that of Scotlmid. 

The documents through whidi we trace the unfortu- 
nate history of Slezer contain that of two oilier fellow- 
sufltbrers in the public service: the one Was John 
Adair, a geographer, employed at the instance of the 
Scottish parliament, with the same fallacious reward of 
,a tonnage, to furnish charts and inapa of the Scottish 
coast ; the other was Alexander "Nishot, a herald, 
engaged in the now rather despised, hut at that time 
highly esteemed, task of preparing a systeni of heraldry 
applicable to the chief ffunilies of Scotland. Tim 
history of botli is so similar, to that of Slezer tliat it 
would be needless to detail it. 

Tlie other ill -roquitoj.l intellectual workman whose 
melancholy history we have to notice is James Andor- 
son, the author of the magnificent book culled ‘Diplo- 
mata et NumivSmata Scotifo ’ — (‘ The Charters and Coins 
of Scotland.’) Just before the Union a man namc<l 
Atwood had written a Iwok, intended to prove that, of 
old, Scotland was a feudal dependeiicy of England. If 
he desired to prcxlnce the most frantic national irrita- 
tion he could ‘not have devised a more ofTective means. 
All Scotland was in a blaze, and litid Atwoo<l ventured 
across the Border, he would not have left the country 
,dive. to meet hirn with the 

pen tluiri wdth the sword, and at the propter moment 
Aiidersoh started up, who, with much more learning 
ihutt Atwood i>bSseSsed, attacked him in a ‘IlistoriGal 
Essay, shewing that the Crown and Kingdom of 
land :is iinperial and Independeut.' Ho addressed a 
wiflihg addieacei and Ids ar^nicnte wore received with 
oiithusiasm. The country seemed only 
Apklous to know what their champion desired as hLs 
U .rewapirtp:;^^ ■■■' 

f fc»4 ih view a favourite project-^the 

[ ; fieic-similbs of the most 

: kuclcht doehmehts extant in Scotland, aiding 

witti r^resbfetariems m^als. The 

■ reiflain In-exist^/, 

and'" ■ '• 


1 left to Ei^sh fltatesinGn,: Whose appredattoii of his 
serrikies Was very diffbi^t i^ entertained by his 
) own oountryntem Afto the Union he wont to London, 

' where he had two ^At objects in view— the one, to 
I get Ills engravings made I the other, to ke^ up an 
I asriduous attendiintxs on the might have 

» inffuonce enougii to procure hhn his eacpectod reward — 
for in those days notliing was got for imblic services 
withditt iiifnrest, and^many a nian made hiS ibitune on 
the public money through interest who had never done 
any service whatever. Ilarley, Lord Oxford, the prime 
minister, «ikept perpetually round Mm a sod group of 
exjHic^nts, who courted his lackeys, and wasted precious 
time in his ante-rooms. They had the more hope from 
him, as he w'as a man of letters, a collector of books 
and pictures, and a patron of men of genius. A country- 
man of Anderson — Lockhart of Camwath — in his 
memoirs, said that the queen herself was interested in 
Anderson, and ^took great pleasure in seeing tlie fine 
seals and charters of &e ancient records lie collected,’ 
and that she ‘ told my Lord Oxford she desired some- 
thing might bo done for him. To all which his lord- 
ship’s usual answer^was — that there was no need of 
pressing liim to take care of that gentleman, for lie was 
Me man he designed, out of mgard to his great knoM^- 
ledge, to distinguish in a particular manner.* ButOxford 
was notorious for neglecting such promises. When free 
from the cares of business, he was generally in a state 
of hazy, partial intoxication; and he considered, or 
pretended to consider, all the hungry exi>ectants as so 
many friendly fellows who courted his society because 
tliey enjoyed it as he did theirs. 

The cross purposes thus occasioned were sometimes 
sufficiently ludicrous, as the reader may see in the 
following extract from Lockhart i — He introduces the 
victim as ‘an English gentleman whose name I’ve 
forgot, very much noticed for his wit and i>oetry but 
it is understood that the person whoso name the 
Jacobite politician could not remember was Trior li:e 
poet. ‘ Being introduced,’ continues Lockhart, * to 
the Lord Oxford, he asked him if ho understood 
Spanish. The gentleman replied; No; but that in 
a little tin JO bo could soon he master of it in such a 
degree as to qualify him to serve in any station 
where his lordship thought fit to eroidoy liim; and , 
awny he went, and employed six or seven months in 
the close study of tliat language, and having acquired 
what he thought necessary — not doubting but lie 
might be eniployed on some business abroacl, which 
he most desired — he waited on his lordship, and told 
him that now he believed be understood the Spanish 
language tolerably well. “ Well, then,” rcipliod my lopl, j 
“ you’ll have the ideasure of reading * Don Quixote’ in 
the original, and ’tis the finest ImxjIc in the vrorld;” w hich 
was all that gentleman got for his long attendance and 
hawl study I ^—{Ijockhari Papet's^ 872.) The result of 
Anderson’s efforts was as unsubstantial if not as ludi- i 
crous. Oxford told him * that no doubt he had heard 
that in his fine library he had a coUectitm of the 
pictures of the learned both aheient and mdder n, itul 
as he knew noun vdio better deserved a place there than 
Mr Anderson, ho desired the favour of his pieturo/ 

Mr Andersen complied, and so ended all tran^tions 
between tliem. The expectants used afterwords to l>e 
jocular with each other about getting places in the 
■teasuref’s: libraTy, " ■ ■■ ■ . 

Yet in that jgard^ of weeds grew up one stately 
plantof good firiut ; for man seems never 

to have Income utterly dishea^^ and he went on 
sfo^ily with Ids His miscellaneous 

|iapefo^fo are full of complafots 

ifid hisj^riUs of but they indidate that 

fheWas-.W^':',at;w'<^^ At times when . 

great work^ which ifiirolVeii 
imt only iabdUr tet ea^iise^ hO rimde historical 


yolumos of * Oollectioxw tho History of Maty 

Queen of Scotland/ 1^ a valuable 

library, and he endeavoured to raise a fmd for carry- 
ing on his work by selling it to Oeor^ II., but the 
negotiation failed.. At the age of shtty-sixi with his 
work nearly coinpleted through all i^s difficulties, he 
found himself compelled to pawii the copper-platc^s for 
bread. He died a Ibw months afterwards, in 1728, and 
after his dOath the plates vthen sold by auctioi^ brought 
Ii.5d0. Luckily they were not lost to the world. A 
patriotic feeling was resuscitated in Scotland when Ids 
melancholy history was at an end^ and the magnificent 
work so well known to all antiquaries was published 
with an introduction by the learned liuddiman. It ia 
a book only to bo found in great libraries, and a copy 
of it, even in tolerable order, can seldom be obtained for 
lees than ton guineas. 

It is a sad conclusion of these melancholy notices to 
observe that Blezcr and Anderson, after having been 
friends in early life, appear to have bitterly quarrelled, 
and conducted lawsuits with each other. Some docu- 
ments coiiiiectcd witli i>ecuniary claims maintained hy 
Anderson against Slezer will he foftnd in a collection 
called * Analecta ScoticfL* In the same book there is a 
curious and more interesting correspondence between 
Anderson and Sir Bichard Steel. 


THE WIDOW OF COLOGNE. 

In the year .1041 there lived in a narrow, obscure street 
of CJolognc a iioor woman named Marie Marianni. I 
Witli an old female servant for her sole companion, she 
inhabited a small, tumble- down, two-storeyed house, 
which had but two windows in front. Nothing could 
well be more miserable than tlie furniture of this dark 
dwelling. Two worm -oaten four -post bedsteads, a 
large deni -press, two rickety tables, three or four old 
wooden cliairs, and a few rusty kitchen uteiisils, formed 
the wdiole of its domestic inventory. 

Marie Marianni, despite the wrinkles wliich nearly 
scvtnity years had left on her face, still preserved the 
trace of former beauty. There was a grace in her 
ai>peara.nce, and a dignity in her nuuinor, wdiic^h jjre- 
possessed strmigers in her favour whenever they hap- 
pened to meet her ; hut tliis was rarely. Living in the 
strietcBt retinmient, and avoiding as much as possible 
all intercourse with her neighbours, she seldom went 
out except for the puri>osc of bu^dng provisions. Her 
income consisted of a small pension, which she received 
every six months. In the strcHjt where she lived, she 
was known by the nnni'? of ‘ The Old Nun,’ and was 
regarded with considerable respect. 

Marie ;Marianni usually lived in the room on the 
ground'ifloor, where she spent her time in needlework ; 
aT}d her old servant Bridget occupied the upper room, 
which served as a kitclien, and employed herself in 
spinning. 

, I’hus lived those two old women in a state of com- 
plete Isolation. In winter, however, in order to avoid 
the expense of keeping up two fires, Marie Marianni 
used to call down lier domestic, m>d cause her to place 
her wheel in the cliimney- corner, while she herself 
occupied it large old easy - chair at the opposito side. 
They would sometimes sit thus evenii^ after evening 
without exchmtfidng a single word. 

One night, howeverj the mistress happened to be in 
a more cottimunicatiye teirniyer than usual, and ^dressr 
ing lier servant, she said s ‘ Well, Bridget, have you 
heard from your son?’ ; V 

* No, nmdanio, although the FrankCbrt post has come 

■in/ ■ 

* Ifott see, Bridget, it is fo% teokoh oa 1% ajEfiao^ 
tion of onO'S ehildniniyuu are^h^^^^ 

has to complain of their in^kt^tude/ ^ / 

* Bu^madame, iUy Joscj^i is 

;«m,. i| .'i* ■ 


only ijecause he has nothing to say^ i be 

too hard upon young people.* ; ’ 

‘Not too hard, eertamly ; but we have a right ;tU thoir 
submission and respect.’ 

‘ For ncy part, dear lady, I am satisfied with possess- 
ing, as 1 do, my son’s afibetion.* 

‘I congratulate you, Bridget,* said her mistress with 
a deep sigh. ‘^Jas I I am also a mother, and I ought 
to be a happy one. Three sons, ijosseasing ranVy for- 
tune, glory; yet hero I am, forgotten by them, in 
poverty, and considered iinixirtunate if I appeal to them 
for help. You are happy, Bridget, in having an obedient 
son — mine are hard and thimkless ! ’ 

‘Poor, dear lady, my Joseph loves me so fondly 1’ 
‘■^ou cut me to the heart, Bridget: you little know 
what I have 8ufi’cr<?d. An unliappy mother, I liave 
also been a wretched wife. After having lived 
unhappily together during several years, my husband 
died, the victim .of an assassin. And whom, think you, 
did they accus^? of instigating lus murder ? Mo ! In 
the presence of my chihlren— ay, at tlio instance of iny 
eldest son — I was prosecuted for this crime 1 * 

* But doubtless, madjime, you were acquitted ? * 

‘ Yes ; and had 1 been a i^oor woman, w’ithout power, 
rank, or influencjc, my innotionco would have been 
publicly declared. But liaving all these advantages, it 
suited mylinemies’ purpose to deprive me of them, so 
they banished me, and left me in the state in wliicJi T 
am ! * 

‘ Dear mistress !’ said the old woman. 

Marie M'arianni hid her face in her handkerchief, and 
spoke no more during the remainder of the evening. 

As the servant continued silently to turn her wl:icel, 
slie revolved in her mind several circumstaticcs con- 
nected with the ‘ Old Nun.’ She had often surprised 
her reading piiTchinents covered with seals of rod 
wax, which, on Bridget’s entrance, her mistress always 
hurriedly replaced in a small ii'on box. 

One night Marie Marianni, while suffering from an 
attack of fever, erried out in a tone of unutterable 
horror : ‘ No : I ■will not see him 1 ’J’akc away yon red 
robe: — that man of blood and murder J ’ 

These things troubled the simple mind of poor 
Bridget, yet slio dared not speak of tliein to her usiirtlly 
haughty and reserved mistress. 

On tile next evening, ns they wore sitting silently at 
work, a knock was heard at the door. 

‘ Who can it he at this lioiir?’ said Mavip liTarianiii. 
‘I cannot tliink,’ nqilicd her servant; *’tis now 
nine o’clock,’ 

‘Another knock! Go, Bridget, and sec tvlio it is, 
but open the door with precaution.’ 

Tlie servant took their solitary lamp in her hand, and 
went to the tlotir, She presently returned, ushering 
into the room Fattier Francis, a priest who lived in the 
city. He was a m.gn of aliout fifty years old, whose 
hollow cheeks, sharp features, and piercing eyes w'ore 
a sinister and far from liallovvod expression. 

‘To what, father, am I iiKlehtcd for this late visit?’ 
asked tlie old lady* 

‘To important tidings,’ replied the priest, ‘which I 
am come to communicate.* 

‘ Leave us, Bridget,’ said licr mistress. Tlie servant 
took an old iron lamp, and went up stairs to her fire- 
less chamber. 

‘ What have you to tell mo?* asked Marie Marianni 
of her visitor. 

‘I have had hows from France.* 

‘dood newt?* ' " 

• * Some which may eventually prove so.’ -o 

‘ilie stars; then; have not deemved mel’ 

‘ What, ma^ the pricit hi a 

tone ; ‘dp attach any credit to lliis lying 

Believe me; it is a temptation of Satau 
ought to : Have you not. ettofigh iff . ; mlsfes^ 




* If it bo a wea|ciies% fatbory it fe one >V^biob X 

in fiomiAoa iHtH liianjr grij#t minds. Wbo can doiibt 
the kflti#ce vhicl» have on thin^ 

torreo'trid-? ’*:■"■■ 

VAll , v^ty daughter. How can an 

,Onli|^texii^ ' milnd like yoiira persufule - itself that 
Gvchts hai^n by aught save the will of God ? *- 

‘ X wiU mbt now argue the point, fatlier ; tell me rather 
wJiat the news fiom Km 
' fl/he nobles’ discontent at the prime minister has 
reached its height. Henri d’Effiat, grand -equerry of 
KraiK^, and the king’s favourite, has joined them, and 
drawn into the plot the I>uke do Bouillon, and Monsieur, 
his majesty’s brother. A treaty, which is upoi^ the 
point of being secretly concluded with the king of 
Spain, has for its object peace, on condition of the 
cardinarsTemovaL* 

‘Thank God!’ 

* However, madame, let us not be too confident ; con- 
tinue to act with prudence, and assume %e apiiearance 
of pe^eci resignation. Frequent the chxirch in which 
I minister, place yourself near the lower corner of the 
riglit-haud aisle, and 1 will forewarn you of my next 
‘Visit.’ 

* I will do so, fatlier.* 

Resuming his large cloak, the priest departed, Bridget 
being summoned by her mistress to open th(?door. 

From that time, during several months, the old lady 
repaired regularly each day to the eliurcli j she often saw 
Fatlicr Francis, but he never spoke, or gave her the 
desired signal. The unaccustomed daily exercise of 
walking to and from church, together with tlie * sickness 
of hope deferred,* began to tell unfavourabty on her 
health; she became subject to attacks of intermitting 
fever, and her large, bright eyes seemed eoeli day to 
grow larger and brighter. One iiioniing, in passing 
down the aisle, Father Francisibr a moment bent his 
hcml towards her, and whispered : ‘ All is lost I ’ 

With a powerful effort Marie Marianni subdued all 
outward signs of tlie terrible emotion which these words 
caused her, and returned to her cheerless dwelling. 
Ill tlic evening Father Fmiicis came to Ikt. When they 
were alone, she asked ; ^ Father, what bat happened?' 
‘Monsieur de Cinq-Mars is arrested.’ 

* And the Duke de Bouillon ?' 

^Fled.’ 

‘The treaty with the king of Spain 
‘At the moment it was signed at Madrid, the cunning 
cardinal received a copy of it.’ 

‘ By whom was the plot discovered?* 

‘ By a secret agent, who had wormed himself into it.’ 

‘ My enemies, then, still triumph ? ’ 

‘lltchclieu is mote iKJwerful, and the king more sub- 
ject; to lum than ever.’ 

old woman was seized 
with a burning fever. In her delirium the phantoni- 
niah in red stjU pursued her, and her ravings vrerG 
terrible to hear. Bridget, seated at her bedside, prayed 
for her ; and at tlie end of a month she began slowly to 
recover. Borne down, however, by years, poverty, and 
misfortune, Marie Marianni felt that her end was ap- 
^r6s<^ilng. Despite Father dissuasion, she 

teCdUTse to the astrolo^cal tablets, on which 
#eteXd^wn, in black and red %tires, the various 
hbuse# # tlie sun, and ^^= 0 ^ the star which presided oirer 
"X'Od' .'t|ds . occasion th^,: omens, 

sp^timl itens^idn^ 

» ia^S 2 it, and hopeless for the fntUte^ 
In thie be^ihningtef July 1643?^ 
known a mai^»|g«te^ 

:andXher ' 

lot .tell'' know 

yim ;xx>.;>xx : 

R:ifrrivedXX.;TX.'<&.'iell ^'. the 


Monsieur the Duke Orleans; Honrietta of Franco, 

. qtu^of Bbglan^ X^ ' ■ 

* Aii^ asked the astounded ma^stratc, ‘ was 

•.the ;nateb' ef thedeteasied'f^'-.'X.,;'^ 

* The High and Mighty Princess Marie de Medicis, 
Widow of Henri IV., and mother of the reigning king 1 ’ 

B I ii l* I H 4 S G A T E. 

Not one* of the well-nigh innumin^ of 

industry whicii from dawn to eVc# and partially through 
the niglit, employ the scheming brains and busy hands 
of people of this country, has derived gteater pro- 
portional advantages from the invention of stemn-shipa, 
steam -horses, and railroads, than the ilstior’s crafr 
and commerce. Till within a few years nothing could 
be more precarious and lottery - like than the trade in 
fresh fish, A vast take, from the impossibility of dis- 
tributing it with sufficient celerity throtigh the country, 
was but of slight benefit to tJie fishernten, and cart- 
loads of choice and delicate food were in consequence 
disposed of at a merely nominal sum, wliich, in the inland 
counties especially, Vould bavo realised high pri(;cs, and 
thrown as manure upon lands adjacent to the coast. 
Even London, with its Maelstrom iwwer of attracting all 
requisite supplies, was often nearly destitute of fish for 
many days togetlier, wliilst abundance of the jierish- 
able article was kept back by calms or adverse winds. 
Steam has happily changed all this; and now not only 
Kent, Sussex, and the nearer maritime counties despatch 
theic sea -produce with certainty and speed to the great 
metropolitan iishmarket, but the more distant ports of 
Devon, Yorkshire, Aberdeen, Leith, and others help to 
swell the immense and contiiiuons supply feeding thiit 
great centre of the trade, which, after absorbing sufficient 
for its own needs, distributes the residue by innumer- 
able diverging channels throughout the kingdom. 

Billingsgate Market, with its adjuncts, is unquestion- 
ably the vigorously pulsating heart through and by 
which the finny treasures of the deep are propelled to 
the inland counties of England, and the Exehanpj which 
tests and regulates fish -values and supplies in ever)^ 
town and village of Great Britain. And, at first view, 
what an unpromising site and building for the seat (»f 
such an agency ! The material as^pect of the place is 
chiefly inmle up of a mean -looking abed, sheltering a 
confined piece of ground which abuts by a few rough, 
stone steps upon tlio Tluimes to the west of tins Custom- 
house, and furnislied with wboden stalls or benches 
of by no means an inviting or cxiJeneive descripMon. 
There arc many country fishmarkets that fer sixe, con- 
venience, cleanliness, and fittiiigs-up, might put Bililngs- 
gate to the blush -^supporing Billingsgate to bo capable 
of blusUiiig, a point upon wHicli wo ofibr nb opinion. 
But the spirit, the energ)', the commercial sagacity, the 
vast capital daily and hourly brought into play and 
dovelo|>ed there, havO no comparison or rival in any 
similar cstAbiishnicnt in the world. The market was 
established in 1090, and during the century and a half 
which liave since passed by, so large a proportion of the 
produce of the fisheries of Great Britain has been 
hcap^ up and disiK>snd of beneath tliat paltry wooden 
shed, as to require, i»rovions to the facilities afTo^ed 
by i^ilways/ 5000 vessels annually te bring it 
tn^. The supidy is immensely more abiindaht now 
tlian then, m Veil as equable and constantly progres- 
sive; but fewer vesitels asca^nd the to Billings- 
gate, the gi^t mass of fish being brought in vans by 

raih Contem^ated from this b^ of view, 

the confined, otngy s]^ rude wooden benches, sloppy 
paveihehti and colossal dimen- 

a and the confused 

- at 

#d reiy i^ 


CHAMBERS’S EDIKBCRGH JOURNAL. 


no other name than that of the ticket can give a 
perfect conception of, becomefl signi^oant ami interest:? 
iiig as the ai)plropriate oxpresdoii, tho ; stonor^ 
of a race too hurried and busy td i^osto; uf^ the peri- 
phrastic ambiguities of orilinary limguage. 

It is asserted that the vernacular of tho market has 
become softened and rcfln^ of late, chiedy, as some 
scandalous libeUcrs of the gentler sex insinuate, in 
consequence of a great dlmihutioii in the iniinbcr of 
lady fish-dealersi The improvemeiit, U is to be feared, 
is on tho sui^e meio^. . j^t b slight collision 
between rival venders df the lower grades occus, and it 
is. wonderful how quickly tho varnish peals off, .and 
reveals the gnarled and knotty traditiomil grain uirder- 
neath in all its pristine beauty, vigour, and originality: 

* You may break, you iiiay ruin' the vase as you will, 

But the scent of the roses will cling round it still !* 

The shell of old Billingsgate, the wooden erection — 
that is,. l)eneath which tlic fishy traffic has been for so 
• many years carried oh-^will soon disappear, and its 
place be supplied by the hew bri<;k- and -stone building 
now in raind progress ; but the genius of the place will, 
wo nothing doubt, survive in the new structure, and 
receive oblations of the old eloquence for many years to 
come. 

TJie market is, however, ‘ a sight to see,* and a brief 
guide to its ray8tori(?s may not he without its use to 
some amongst the numerous curiosity -hunters who now 
throng the streets of London. 

It commences throughout the year at five o’cl<u:k in 
the inorniug — formerly the hour in summer was four-— 

I and the wholesale distrihutioii of the arrivals by the 
I salesmen amongst coiuijeting fish -tradesmen, bumma- 
j rees (persons who keep retail stands in the market), and 
! costermongers, is mainly concluded by eight- We say 
mainly cxmcluded, for should a consignment arrive at ] 
! any hour of the day, the salesman to whom it is 
: addressed instantly clears his stall, mounts his tub- 
; rostrum, and with loiwl outcries, intelligible to the 
j initiated only, gathers round him a motley group, wdio 
purchase, imy for, and carry off the fish with a reailmess 
and dispatch marvellous to persons acemstomod to the 
bargaining and haggling indulged in between buyers 
and sellers where time is not esteemed so precious us j 
in this hurrying, hreatliless metropolis of England. 

Setting out, then, at a few minutes before five oVdock 1 
from a near |K)int-— say from Leadenhall Street, an 
easily - discoverable locality — tvo are enabled to mark 
the phases of Billingsgate pn^ss from the starting- 
point. Let it be Friday, which is the best morning 
that can l»e chosen for the visit; for although there is a 
crowded market every day, this is always— since Steam 
yoked Time, and thereby took the matter out of the 
liands of Chancxj — the most profuwly - supidicd and 
uumcrously-at tended, owing to the iiicreased demand 
by lloman Catholics, Jews, and others, with whom 
Friday is a fish or fiist-day. THnming down Leaxlen- 
hall Flaco on the right, looking to waSds the oast, we 
pass by the sheds of the Skin Market, where, on every 
Tuesday mid Friday in tlio year, tlie raw, but scarcely 
at this time of the year fresh hides of some 5000 or 
GOOD beasts, slain within a mile of where we are stand- 
ing, are exposed for sale* Passitig bn to the left we 
reach Lhiue Sti^et, wdiksh mpena into East Cheap ; and 
right over dib way is Love Lane* an offshoot and dir^t 
approach to cen W Billingsgate, i 

You must earefffi of yoursj^^^ in Love Lane. Its 
coiirsb mns anything but smooth^ and it was no doiibt 
bn iieeouht of ii* tortuous, stuml^ingjdippOT 
it received its name. The mily CiJ|iids nestling here 
br iny kriowledie are those busy gentlemen in the 
dingy eeUarii,iteht add 

light ..basheta , 

■ ■ sigament^for.ciaimltos^dntiiqvtli^ 

.cush^Sa,:;.. itis 


and fiftbt and datkness, that many Lbddon f^^i^uncs 
are scraped together. TJiat middle - a^d; mah j ust 
pass^, whose keen eyes scanned so Slia^y Ihb sieo and 
appearance of the salmon he was extricating ftom a 
hamper, ia said to be worth L.TO^OOO or L, 60, 000, all 
raked out of the black Californian hole in wliicli he is 
now eagerly toiling. Emerging from Love Lane wo 
come diioct uiipn l>ark - House Lane — an ominous 
ending, for beyond is tho river I 'and suggestivj^ that 
Cockney-street nomenclature may have deeper nican- 
iiigs than is usually supposed* llark-Houso Lane is 
substantially a portion of the market ; but instead of 
passing in that way, lot us turn slightly to the left, and 
enter by the front, where a long line of fish-loaded vans 
are already crowding up. Business has begun with a 
vengeance. ‘ Xicith — Leith I * — ^ York — York I * — 

* Kent — Kent 1 * — * Barton — Barton 1 * shout the zealous 
aidtis to tUo salesmen, discordantly iiroclaiming tho 
counties ami ports from which the multitudinous 
consignments of llsli are pouring swiftly in. Many of 
these aideJt arc ‘ shore-men ’ — rough, unlicked bipeds, 
who arc chiefly employed in bringing up fish from tho 
vessels in the river, and of whom it is necessary to 
keep clear, as they push along with heavy baskeds 
on their heads or shoulders, and having shipped 
down the contents on the. stand of the salesiiian by 
wliora the/ .arc enii)lo3X*d, hurry oif for a fresh load, 
quite certain that, quick as they may be, they shall 
find the salcboard empty when they return. Others 
arc the Fellowship Porters, who more affect tlie vans, 
and assist in supplying the salesmen, some dozen of 
whom 3’ou may observe seated upon tubs or other 
xronvenieut substratiim, and loudly' and fiercely com- 
mending in the strangest dialect their commodities to 
the notice of undecided imrchascrs. These salesmen 
arc all respectable, and many of them wealthy men. 
One, who has but recently retired from active business 
—a Mr Stewart— is said to liaye realised during forty 
or fifty years’ industry in this vocation the almost 
incredibio sum of L.2r)0,000 ; and a junior partner still 
carries on tlie profitable business. Almost all of them 
have a lidded pewter -mug either in tjicir hands or 
lK»side them, from which in tho intervals of exertion 
they imbilx) a restorative, said to consist invariably of 
coffee. If this be so, whidi we have no right to doubt, 
it is, we have noticed in several instances, coffee of a 
kiud emitting a more pungent and spirituous odour 
than any variety of the berry with wliicli we are 
acquainted. Those gentlemen exliibit a hcrexlitary 
ax)titude for the satisfactory disposal of fish, which it 
is confidently assorted is to be found only in tliose 
wlio have imbibed the traditions of Billingsgate ftoin 
infancy. The utter failure of ITungcrford Market, 
established in 1661, as a western and genteel rival to the 
ancient fish-mart, is partly attributed to the inefficiency 
of the newfangled system of sale adopted there, and 
tho inexperience of the wholestile venders. We have 
written ‘ lu^rcditary * advisedly, inasmuch as sals^ 
privilege and sale -stalls descend by rarely -broken 
custom in. families generation after generation. The 
weekly rent of a stall, somewhere about 8s., paid to 
the city, is a merely nominal charge relatively to its 
value, and for a new man to obtain one is said to bo next 
to an impossibility. Stalls, in both this and Leadenhali 
Market, are a kind of heirloom, with this distinction, 
that they cannot bo underlet— not openly br ostensibly 
underlet of course we mean, for the actual underletting, 
at enormousiy-advaheed rents, is a matter of notoriety 

unausceptible^Mt may be of legid proof. 

And yet there; net appear to be ahy 

inscrudible myst(^, any Very refined art Jn the sader 
process, exo^i ihu0ed with resnect to 
sometimes eiiaplQyed, without a 
enough wheii known, it is a 

by the most acconiplished linguist^. 

iiwtant respectable yomig 


careMly : pioiMtacheSj seated patiently aad 

indiifereat^ Uppa a lierriiigHul). A Eellbw^ip Porter 
pitches down boipre him; a Initket from Torlc, out of 
which tumble fifty or sixty soles and half a doxfen 
turbot. A shoremtoi a minute afterwards, deposits, a 
Uttlo apiwfc a double (two-scoro) of 

Haneys (lobs^) I somo double Nancys— that is, very 
fine BpeminedMl ^cripples,* or one-clawM indi- 
vidui^ thit species of crustacoa. The mode of sale 
the ordinary dioffering and 
abating ;Of private sales, and, if customers are nume- 
rous rmind the stall, of biddings by auction. The 
nioustaohed young gentleman, after glancing at . the 
book ho holds in his left Imnd— the right is mbnopoUsed 
by a cigar — addresses something sotto voce to an ex- 
perienced buyer who has been examining the lot. The 
buyer-expectant thereupon stretches himself over to- 
wards the salesman, and whispers, with his hand Over 
his mouthy a by no meims satisfactory communication in 
the ear of the vender, jtidging by the shake of the head 
and the renewed pull at the pewter which fijllow. A 
louder appeal to the liberality of the bystanders is liow 
made; and if strangers are present apparently desirous 
of becoming customers, something like the following 
uniiiteliigible gabble will go on, in reply to the demand 
of the salesman of what the company will say to liis 
finelotof 'York:*— 

‘ Eno dunop,' reidios the dealer who made the first 
private but abortive ofiTcr. 

* Eno dunop and a flab,* says a now bidder. 

*A lioc more,* odds a competitor j and the lot is his 
forLil,158. 

This dialect, now chiefly confined to Billingsgate 
Market, and slowly falling into disuse even there, was 
not long since common enough amongst several classes 
of sharp metropolitan traders, desirous of concealing 
their operations from denizens of the outer world, who 
might chance to be standing or sitting near. It is a 
very simple expedient — merely the pronunciation of the 
words as nearly as may bo backwards. Thus ‘eno * is 
;Oui0; ‘owt,* two; ‘dunop/ a pound; ‘flali,’ Jiulf; ‘ noe/a 
brown; and so on. Habit enables dealers in this market 
to speak and comprehend etich otiicr hi this w'ay with 
great facility ; aiid it is of course impossible, when this 
local lingo is adopted, for a stranger to follow tho 
biddings, or take an effective part in wluit is going on. j 
The practice is, however, falling into disuse as well as | 
disrepute : the practical exclusion of i)rovincial or j 
private buyers from these sales has beem almost gene- 
[ rally abandoned, and many salesmen will even permit 
i a non-dealer to select a single turbot or other small 
j quantity of fish from the lot about to be disposed of to 
the trade. This last practice gives, naturally enough, 

1 great ofl^ce to retail dealers ; hut the competition 
I amoni^t the salesmen themselves, and the ingeiuous 
mode adupted by consigners to ascertain which amongst 
iheso agents are most successful in realising good prices, 
leave them ho option if they would retain a profitable 
oommission. Many persons who send fish to Billings- 
gate often divide it carefttliy as to quantity and quality 
into a number of e(][Uai parcels, and forward them to 
different salesmen, and the returns of course at once 
VlCfrsct .ldie bnngler or the knave, should tliere bt* one, in 

in these fast 

activity* skill, and honcssty, soon push sloth, 
from their stools* h^^ftarily« 

, atjqjpfed'Hsbats, thbngii they: may- be/'--- 

we tra^ hurrying to ahd fro, the cries and 

each ttew arrlyal.;iia-'-' 
hftp. ■th0':rij<phi^ ■ 

and eaSir md hark 1 a hew elbmoht of 
Sttddimiy iiJhipcitebs lYowlerl ^ ^yowlrifi' 

S-jrowtej:* thThet^\;ahd:.' 

, , ^pctovis'djwi'-lhhhed'ih#^ witb;hhiWshifc^'«:- 

:h»etioh-sihpdif;v^rii^ 


j^ewish families, and hence the iperoased eagerness of 
oompetitipn. The yowlers or halibuts speedily vanish, 
and now six o'clock strikes, imd the oyster trade starts 
instantly into vigorous varied perfections of 

’’TOitstable Narires and t3omm Iloyal Scotch 

OalBes and Commons; Qld Milton; Boyal Natives, . 
Commons, Callies, and Pearis, are loudly and i^ersistr 
ently proclaimed, and set forth not only by the most 
sweet voices of tlie marked but, in accordance with 
law, on Black boards with white letters, fastened to the 
^grsing of the oyster vessels at tlie foot of yonder broad 
flight o£ steps, Up which shprers, porters, and coster- 
monfrers are hurrying with their loads as fast as the 
hoh^uen can supxfiy tlieir demands. A curious instance* 
of tlf5 power of custom to coun^nanoe ^d enforce a 
manifest imposition spite of authotitari^ efforts . to 
put it down, is afibrded by the impudent persistence 
of these holdsmen, or measurers and shovellers of 
tho oysters, in extorting 4d. per bushel firpm pur- 
cbjisers for serving the oysters, in defiance of half a 
dozen kr*m boards signeki Merewether, warning the 
public in large -sized letters that such a demand is 
illegal, and must not be complied with. The buyers 
linc^ it scemsj that it is essential to their interest to pay 
the fee as a gift, as otherwise their busincHS would bo 
hindered, and themselves exposed to incessant annoy- 
ance from the holdsmen confetlerocy; and the result is, 
that the charge is as regularly paid as if the cjorporation 
notices enforced compliauco with iustcail of rcsUtance 
to the imposition. 

The bastle at last hegiiis gradually to subside. 
Private purchasers — elderly gontlemon vivry frequently 
of limited means and delicate i>alate8, wlio, to secure a 
ch€?ap and dainty tidbit, have ventured out at so early 
an hour— some lime since threaded tlioirway cautiously 
out of the market, niomently becoming more and more 
sloppy, slushy, and slippery ; the regular traders liavo 
slowly foUo»^>d their cjwimple ; tlie salesmen dismount 
jmd go their several ways ; and by eight o'clock or there- 
aw^ay little remains to notice beyond the ordinary 
appearance® of an abundantly - supplied retail fish- 
market of no very great extent. On the east side 
mussels and winkles are lumped np in black and 
strongly -wlorous Tcceptacles, and; watched and served 
by attendant sprites erf scarcely i»erceptiblc difference 
in colour or perfume. In front arc ranged huge piles 
of shrimps and prawns ; and, strange to say, the dealers 
in these, one would sin)po8e, comparatively insignificant 
articles, are amongst the wealthiest of fish-merchants ! 
On the western side, and in Park-House Liuie, which 
adjoins and eornraunicates with the market, are nume- 
rous shop -stalls, (joflfbe- houses, and taverns, in several 
of which last-named places of resort a good fkli-dinner 
may Ikj had at twelve o'clock — as numerous touters 
inexorably iterate — for tlie very moderate charge of 
one shilling. Ail these places are tlie property of the 
city, and help to swell the enormous income which 
sustains the pride and pageantry of the Guildliall and 
Munsion-Hoiise. 

Tlie vast development which the fish-trade has taken 
has, it appears, greatly stimulated by the abolition 
of the duties formerly levM on various kinds of fish 
j mportod by forei^ers. The fisher - mind of Great 
Britain has WJlhin these last few years cast off the 
lethar^ which ^ee, partially at least, cltamierised it ; i 
and under the braic^g^^^ of cmttlatiye rivalry/ 
and suiMh^ ft is ti^ by^l^ capital, is 

rapidly ffist^ncii^ other nations Piitch 

srimon, fi>t a year or two: ago was 

hronglit large quantities, is now 

driven out bf the market by of the Scotch 

fisheri^v it is the same 

;,vkrieftl!|t' ®0 .of '^'ich- is -how 

British ilshcriuen. 
■vt'mp whale- trade,:and - 
:f}Yen to the.- 



herring-fislieries, aro additional evidences of the vast But to resume wvl conclude our brief iwarJ^Ot-sketch. | 
capital, energy, and labour, now employed in rendering It is obviously impossible to state wift iiny reliable 
tbe exhaustlcss resources of the deep avnilahle for the accuracy the amount of husiness daily fruhsacted in 
sustenance of man ; and wcU Umuld^ H this romarkabje locality. We have heard enormous 

if the inhahitiints Cf her extensm line of coast could guess-dgures mentioned by salesmen— sums so large 
only be induced to apply themselves earnestly to the as nlmo^ to frighten one, and vhich not being iutho* 
work of reaping tlie prolific sea^fields which encompass ritatively based it is nsolcss to repeat. A proximate 
that island. * idea olf the vast business transacted may, however, bo 

Let us not,, however, forest that in addition to arrived at if it he true, ns confidently asserted, that 
steam, railways, maritimo -skill and actjjfity, and the gross revenue derived from the market fnifc very 
judiciously-directed capital, there is another valuable, little if anything short of L.6000 a year — a revenue 
though humble agency which has greatly aided, and is cluefly raised by the following taiiif:— * On any Peter 
greatly aiding, the increase of the comnicrco in fish ; boat, fid.; small boat, wherry, or skiff, Is.; hatch boat, 
wo mean the costermongers. It is a fact, varjpusly Is. fid.; great boat, snwick, or vessel containing lobsters, 
accounted, for, but still au unguestiomiblc that the mat^erel, fresh herrings, sprats, or plaice, Us, fid. ; 
poorer classes in this country, in our largo "to^vns smacks, vessels, or other craft containing salmon, 
especially, arc not willingly fish-oators, and that even barrtds of red and white herrinffS, cod-fish, haddocks 


in limes of great dearness and scarcit}’- in other articles 
of food they have seldom had recourse to fish, however 
cheap of abundant. Billingsgate Market, the numerous 
offslioots in its vicinity, witli the shops sparsely scattered 
over the metropolis, could do little towards overcoming 
tliis absurd repughance. To the costermongers alone, 
who in their lowly but useful calling knock at the i)oor 
man’s door, and tempt the half- reluctant housewife 
with the actual siglit of a cheap and abundant meal, 
obtainjilde without trouble, which in nine eases out of 
! ten would not have been taken, we almost entirely owe 
it that the foolish prejudice is slowly but surely dis- 
/ ap|>earing. TIundreds of these petty doalers may be 
seen every morning at Billingsgate bidding for a score 
of lobsters, a basket of soles and plaice, or WTangling 
with the hold.smcn about the illegal twopence claimed 
for shovelling the hulf-busliol of oysters, upon the suc- 
cessful disiwsal of wliich the miiintenance of a family, 
and the means of procuring a renewed supply on the 

I morrow', cntir(-Iy depend. The great majority of these 
, I traders are industrious, honest, and, spite of old saw's, 

1 1 quiet and civil folk. There are of course manyoxeep- 

I I tions, as certainly as there are degrees of station and 
I : opulence amongst thcTn, The lowest in the scale carry 

their stock in trade on then'r hacks ; the middle class 
I j possess harrows ; wliilst those wdio have attained to the 
j| dignity of a donkey arc admitted at the head of their 
j ; or<:ler. They have also — the Billingsgate variety at 
! ; least have — their illustrations and eccentricities ; men 
|j who give the He to Gray’s himentation that ‘chill 
j penury* can repress the ‘ noble rage’ or ‘ freeze the 
I genifil enrrent’ of fiery and ambitious souls. One of 
them is now wralking out of tlie market : a shorty stout 
man, with a basket of fish on his bat'k. In his younger 
days he served liis country in the ro 3 'al navy ; at past 
forty years of ago lie manfidly set himself to acxxuire 
the arts of reading and writing, and has since devoted 
what time he could spare to the study of iiolitical 
eloquence "and economy. He has strong opinions 
upon free trade and native industry; and I have 
myself heard him at large meetings disiiose of the most 
I complex questions in commercial and constitutiomil 
j science amidst tornadoes of applause. He is, in short, 
j one of the ratlier numorous class of persons who could 
I at any time ‘ beat parliament and give ’em six.* He 
j claims to be at the top of his claSSr— a pre-eminence, by 
I the way, somewhat endangered by a younger man, who 
i chiefly afets shrimps for his peripatetic commerce. 
I Tills gentlcuiau about three years ago suddenly started 
! as a candidate for Howning.. Street, and but for his 
tempestuous oratory, unfortunately brought under the 
notice of Master Attorney-Gienerju, aiid which did not 
lead to a secretary of stateship, it is difficult to say 
what might not have happened I TlicSe iUastratious or 
j examples at all events p^v% if nothing else^, that the 
1 anciept flhenoy ' asso^ated this htarket Juis not 
! perished, Imt merely 

I not perhaps a more disettfsiv^ a and 

■, ; ambitious d.ircction. ■ 


or any other fish not enumerated, 5s., or if not more 
than haU-laden, 2s. fid.; on every cart or van drawn 
by two horses, Is.; by more than two horses. Is. fid.: 
groimdage of oyster boats per da^', 2(1., and per voyage, 
is. Id.; metage, Jd. tho buslujl.’ These do not appear 
to Ixj very exorbitant charges, and po.ssibly a century 
ago scarcely more than sufiUred to defray the ordinary 
cxjionses of the market. But in this, as in many other 
matters of public concern nicnt, small beginnings have 
— thanks to the pr-octical, persevering, commercial cha- 
rax^ter, anJl tlio rapid gi'owth in numbers and wealth of 
our people— attained a magnitude which renders it 
imperatively necessary to throw doivu or indofinitidy 
(*nlarge all old boundaries, and to adopt every possible 
expedient for meeting the hourly more exigent and 
impatient demand springing up on every side. A llttlo 
while, and the external framework of Old Billingsgate 
will be rcplai;ed by a more substantial and commodiouB 
erection; and should the tide of material prosperity 
continue to rise as it luis done for the last quarter of a 
century, there can be no doubt that but very few years 
will elapse before new structures on the banks of the 
Tluinies will arise to dispute the lionour now monopo- 
lised hy Billingsgate, of being the sole great London 
fislunarket. 


THE SIGNAL-MAN OF THAFALGAK. 

[Tor Uie fullowjng little historical fact, wliich will he 
to p<)S.sofr:.«5 r:omc iutcrcjst, wc arc mdehted to a inodical offieex of 
iv.spccUibiliiy uoav in India.] 

WiiiT.n residing in Ui>per Stamford Street, BlncklViarSj 
London, in tho attention of my father — who 

had served as surgeon of the Tominnl at Trafalgar-— 
was directed to an old and hrokcii-clowa man who made 
a scanty livelihood by crying waterorcsses and red 
herrings through the street. It was tliis man’s practice 
to i*c.sort to Covent Garden Market every morning in 
the season at or before suiiri-se, to imrchiiso his stock of 
cresses, and then fiir four weary hours his craciked voice 
never cciuseil to sound through the foggy air, except 
when a suffocrating fit of cougliiug ohligc*d him to pause 
and cling to the area railings for support. Ho appeared 
to bo a quick, sharp-witted old man, and had a great 
repututiou for sagacity among tho lower class of neigli- 
bours. 

in the winter of 184fi his cough was so sovero that 
we feared his occupation was gone. I endeavounxi to 
l)crsii{ulo him to take refuge nt Guy’s, hut he would 
not hear of this, preferring, he said, to die at home. 
Tho next spring, however, brought him out again, it 
was then we discovered that lie was an old sailor named 
[ John and that he had served with Nelson at 

TraiEidgar— rin fhet, that he was then a signal-man bn > 
board, the ■ 'Kfctojy,- : 

My fath(br having formerly ^1^ acquainted 
Ci^ainF^o, who was signal-lieutenant 
at KatklSiar, purposetl to write to Bmt 
reqtiesUng & inteve«t in favour of Boomot 
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camo upon itiy veteran parent -while Ilia intention vraa 
still uhlalfllled, and some months elapsed before I could 
again direct my attention to the aOvnrs of John Roomo. 
I at length took an opportunity of calling th« man in, and 
then, seating him hothro asked him ; * Who xras the 
signal-odflcer on hoat^ the Virtory nt IVafklgar ITo 
replied 8 * wir Paei^ sir/ ‘ Did you serve under him ? ’ 
‘Yes.* * Who» then, hoisted tUo signal, ‘•AV/Zf/nd/r/vr^ 
eccry maii $o do his iiuttff"* * I did.’ £ hml felt some* 
vrluit lft’eplin»d for this answer ; still, iw it was uttorctl, 
t could scarcely refrain from a denionstraiioii of reve* 
Tcnco towards the old, ciiibarrassod, squalid man wlio 
sat uneasily before me. 

Upon further inquiry I found that he v'aa sixty- 
eight years old, and had been a seaman from his yo*ith. 
Ho was not more than ihrc*e or four years altogether in 
the king’s service ; but his inteHigeiice iind jiroviously- 
acquired knowledge h.ul doubtless quaiihod him tor 
the rating of A.B. soon nflcr ho eiiteted the navy. 
After Trathlgar he deserted ; and the R. (Run) agaiiibt 
his name Inul disqualided him for a pension. JTis life 
Imd bomt one of trial and privation ever aineo. 

1 iuqtdied of him whether ho would like a liertli nt 
OremUVitell* He replied in tlie affirmative, but did 
not; appear to tW much attention to the question. It 
doubtless seemed to him useless to think about a matter 
so far beyond his rt^ach. I desired him, however, to 
bring me all his papers in a day or two, an<l promised 
to send copies of them, witli an account of Jils pix'scnt 
necessities, to Oaptuin J^isco. then commanding his old 
dug-ship, the Portsmouth. 

lioome assemtod to this ; but for some time 1 feared 
I should not succml in obtaining another inti^rviow 
with him. One day he called five hours after his 
ap][Knntment ; on another he did not come at al4 saying 
afterwards that he hud * overslept Uhusidf.’ ^Misery and 
hard usage had c^ently made him suspi(‘iou8, and 
unused him to kinM^ ; and certain Jalcttnite terrors 
with reganl to tlic R. against his uamtSfmthe Admiralty 
book* ftriU appeared to haunt him. At length, h(o\evcr, 
he was caught ; his papers — (*ven that willi the clamna- 
fCjy oote of desertion scraaded across it— were copirKl 
out, and enclosed with a few lines to (Captain X'asco, 
giving an account of Roome’s alleged service at lYaful- 
gar, and requesting that the captain would exert his 
ICfiUence in procuring the man a refuge at Gn^eiiwich. { 

As quicl^ as the post would allow 1 received a 
letter from Captain Pasco, thanking me for the interest 
I had taken in the cause of ^ his old shipniate Hoimic,’ 
but ixiferring uic to the mnelosure as ovidcncc that his 
inlorcesslon had been unsncccssftil. The accompanying 
IfHier was from a high gc^verimient ofilcial, to the cflcct 
that John Roomo could not bo admittcsl to Grotmwic}), 
as thorn were many other more deserving candidates 
stiU^ unprovided Roomo was agtiin summoned; 
ga disheartening news was read to him, the 
Rp quivered, his eyes filled with tears, and 
hii ehfvk grow aslir while. I then knew h(»w strongly 
the new hope had fixed itself in his mind. He could 
only stammer thatiie supi>osed it was no use troubling 
'‘the gentieumn any more: he hail the R. against bis 
name, it was true, but that an act of indemnity for all 
deserters who inlglit surrender themselves had been 
issued (I think in DDB) ; ho and many others had sur- 
nmduM accordingly, and ho had lu»{^ to bo * white*' 
washed,* as ho termed it. U'bo only course ixmtaining 
appeared to he, to v^rite to Captain Pasix), thanking 


tklm for hia humonh kiudnoas, and mentioniug tligt 
Hoomo ha 4 autkdpated forgiveness under the govern- 
ment Older In qtiestitpi. This was dune^ but belbre 
my letter could ^ve rooehed its destination, I resolved 
a note ftdtar CapUdu Pasco, saying, that if Beome 
would ptumt himself dther si Bmerset fXoutio or 
1^0 a oortttiit day he would be adiniHOd ; 

4p|^ this eamo to pusfi. A short time ofterwaidsH 


I received a visit from a smartly-drossed Greenwich 
jpensionor, wdio carefully deposited a basket of w^ater- 
cressos in tho passage. I found this edltioh John 
lioomo to bi‘ a wonderful improvement upon the usttcred 
unfiirtunatc of a few months back. Ho looked stbut and 
contented; doclarcHl that Greenwich was a capital place 
fbr a poor man ; and certainly presented an unquestion- 
able cviiloiieo of the fhet in his own person, for his 
checks were ruddy, and the tearing cough was gone. 
He wislioi to make me a pn^sent of a little frii;ate 
which ho iiiul built and rigged Inm'^olf. I told him 
that T was al>out to embark for India, and Hierc 1 
feared I <fv>nld not take Ids present with me. He then 
said that ho had himself Ik^cmi at Calcutta. India u tis 
a fine country ; and that ‘if I would write him a “ cidt** 
before 1 emb.irked, ho woidd come and sling niy liniii- 
inock for me in a style that no seaman in Her Majesty’s 
service could beat. It was not every mini,’ hoassnrod 
me, ‘as could sling a hammock propi*rly; and thcro 
was more in slinging a hammoi*k than gtnitlcmcii v ho 
had never lioen to 8<‘a would suppose.’ Ue then went 
aurtv, taking his w'dl-latlcn basket of waterert*ascs 
uith 1dm. I do not Ivlievo tliat he disgrnceil Ids 
uniform by crying ‘Watercress oh!* It seemed that 
he 4»ttrri(Hl the basket merely as a sign by wldcb bus 
old aequaiutanecs might recognise the lately ra^ j:ed 
itinerant in tho now well -clothed and sultstantuil- 
luokiug Greenwich pensioner. 

I cannot tell whether Roomo is living still, 'flio 
snug wards of Greenwich have doubtless not lavii ]n‘o«)f 
against the eliilling gusts of the last four winters ; but 
should he still survive, few of tlie roath^rs of this n.ir- 
rntive will, 1 am confident, defer the opjairt unity of 
seeking out and aiding, with a few of those comforts 
wideh render the downward path of life easy, oiu^ whose 
name must hereafter stand beside that of Nllson in 
the page of history. 

IMPU.sSIDLE 

Till: bread, green summer Icii-ies weic ftiiming pltasdidly 
my brow, 

Beside the casement rose entwined, above the stream! ci*h 
flow ; 

The morning eun was shining, and soft floating on tho 
air 

I A nintiii siiain of music rose— the solemn voice of prnjt r. 
The retrosi>ections vague and diiu ot caie and soip>w 
flc<l. 

No shadows cast, for peace divine a lasting infliicnce 
shed, 

The happy dead I mourned no more— the liring loied 
were true — 

And ne\cr more were we to part, or brcntlie the wuid 
• adieu ! * * 

1 raised a haiid onto my brow by summer leaves thus 
faim’d- 

No feverish, throbbing pulse replied unto that co<>], white 
hand ; 

Discordant tucauories all were merged in that sweet matin 
stmg. 

For dear familiar voices led the hoW choral thiong* 

A cloudless sky, serenely blue— llib*s 'cloudless summer 
day — 

Was opened to my earnest gase, seraphic in array ; 

For earth reflected Heaven, and !loaveu*s glory shotio ou 
high— 

To live was full conteut****and yet *twas Aill content to 

die! t’.A.M. W. 

rriaUd end Pabllshcd by W. and A. High street, 


Parti areeeqticiitMl to be wnt to Maxwkii* It Co,, si Ktobol<»s 
tiiM, l4»eioant fiMt, to whDiiiliU|ipfieSUon« resp^- 

tog their iiiserUoa ttust to nuulo^ 
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SADDLING THE RIGHT HORSE. 

In ii mtcMit lK»ok of travels in tlie United States the 
author speaks of a person in a railway car who coin- 
niiseraled the people of Eiighnul for living under a 
inoiitirchy — a thing, he dcclnitjd, M'hich he could not 
I possibly submit to. \Vc believe this is no unusual 
I ai.*eoiint of the state of feeling in the great American 
i Federation. History tends to confirm the prejudice. 

I Having read of the tyranny of kings, and the arrogance 
j of courtiers, it is naturally inferred that the people 
I who live under monarchical institutions must exper 
j rience no little snubbing and ill-usage, and tliat any- 
j thing like iudepondeucc aiRoiig them is out of the 
; question. 

I This is one of the errors wiiich books and newspaiJOrs 
; have not corrocte<l. The gcigTal spirit of literature 
I confirms tlie impression that tti this djiy the high in 
i j authority, the titled, and the rich, are o])pressors, and 
ij that virtue and nobility of feeling arc found only in 
1: 11 condition of cither absolute poverty or moderate 
j; competency. 


‘ Sec yonder poor, o’erlabouv’d wight, 
So abject, mean, and vile, 

Who begs a brother of the earth 
To give him leave to toil; 

And see his lordly feilow-woim 
The poor petition spurn, 

1 'mnindful, though a weeping wKo 
And lielpless ofiispriiig mourn,’ 


I So sings Bums. But if this avrs over true, the case is 
i now curiously changed. Instead of asking leave to 
toil, men require to be dealt Avitlh ARd properly so, on 
terms of fail* commercial equality. The question is not, 
‘ Will you give me work? * but ‘ Will you work for me ? * 
We of course do not allude to the laxy or incomiKitent,* 
for everybody understands tliat laljour is a marketable 
commodity which goes according to its practical value, 
A skUlcfi workman is as indejicmlent as his employer — 


and often the morO indei>endent of the two; and as 
those whom circumstances or ignorance h^^^adc 
ffiVers of wotxl and drawers of water for Hpr^^itow- 
they must take their eliauce of the ^less 

demand therO *hr mete animal labour. But 

juW than these tltore is another class, and a crowded 
one too, wild return of any 


iact,. 'the 
i)y tho hah 
board 
6f their : c; 
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[iUinals and beggars arc, in 
.uumliers,* 
o^necs,v'k;UteiV4 


depend on their own resources. Then, as for the 
pleasures of vagrancy, let tliose who stroll about 
asking for ' leave to toil ’ make a confession. So far 
as wc have seen, the oul}^ thing they have to com- 
plain of, is being taken at their won?. A short tiiue 
ago a young vagrant, probablj^ an exile from that uu)st 
beiKiiiccnt of homes, the prison, ,^d our doorway a 
visit, Sam shoos, sum shirt, add dh*d only in ai few 
rags, he applied for succour. Work tvas offercil, and 
Avith profivmd humility and thankfulness accepted. 
What was the upshot? Aft(T labouring pretty dili- 
gently for several Wfjeks, and earning good Avages, the 
young scamp suddenly abscondc<l. in debt to sundry 
lK)or x^t-^rsoiis Av ho had befriended liini — the huinblo 
family who had cleaned, clothed, and boarded hiin, 
being the most basely treated of all. We should lik 5 i>rv 
to kiioAv Avho ill this afikir avus the party most to be 
pitied; Avhicb party had most cause to ‘mourn; 
whether the Avundcwiiig cheiit or those avIjo coinpas* 
sioiiatod him? Literature of course takes the part of 
the cheater simply on the ground of his poverty. Its 
idea of Avealth is a certain amount of mcoiue— not 
the freedom of tlie individual to live, move, and have 
hia being just us liis inciinution, vile or lofty) dictate^. 
As for the employer iu this case, he was a lUost 
unreasonable person — a selfish, pitileas wretch; lUldv 
I necessarily so, since he aviis not in a sTtute of Airtudus 


destitution. . . 

The truth is, that in these modern ihij^s tlie dldt 
fancies about the A^ icked tyniiinies of tlfe ‘ ' 

using tlie term in its ordinary meaning— ® sdieer 
absurdity. I'lie tinie has eome Avheii the Vdfy Imi^hle^t 
iiidiA'idual in these reahn.s not only kuow^^ hia yights,: 
but how to act upon tliem. It sometimes hMipcRiJ 
that a man utterly ])enniless is more 
demands than a pc^rgon in middling good circuii|ie^ 5 ,v^s; 
In our laAv-court.s at present there is the ease Of i 
titute lad, a lame negro, Avho fled from slavery*, dime 
to iScotland, and threiv himself on the compassion of .a 
small country tow n. His wants being kindly relieved, 
he noAv tiinis round and insists on being pensioned for 
life. He claims to be put en pfimaaeuce on the iwor- 
roll. Lawyers are found to plead and expend money 
for him. Battled from court to court, the claim of this 
unfortunate but very impertinent alien avUI probably 
not rest till it has been definitely settled in the House 


of Lords, at a cost one AA'ay and another of a thousand 
pounds. Agaiih aVc ask which is the party to he pitied ? 
— the ipendicant stranger, with Ao claim naturally on, 
the country of liis refuge, or. the hanil^teiling hoii$^^ 
holders who are called on to support him in idlmas 
for perhaps fifty years to Gome^'^tlieyery breii4 ;i^en 
out of the nibuths of their children to feecl opd 
antecedents they knoAv nothing/ iihd who in 
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$0 fer as appearances are coac^rned) ifouM rather beg 
' thaii'-wo^r ■ 

Thi^e is another recent case, in '#hich public opinion 
transits the business of tlie courts of law— we mean 
the case of tiie si^naiter in Hyde X^ark. In this affair 
(about the niorits of which we know notbi%), a poor 
women, is turned out of a location on 

which she had Axed herself in that Far West. Well, 
this is , ohly a hew instance of the traditional Wrongs 
Of thhjowly: the hard-hearted world sides with the 
tyrants of course; and the unfortunate victim— merely 
1)ecause she is poor and fricildless — sinks unnoticed and 
unc.ared for, and is quietly buried under the Woods 
and Forests. Is it so? Wliy, the scream from that 
ginger -i>op stall is heard all over the kingdonr^ ajid 
without consideration or inquiry— witiiout tlie slightest 
knowledge of anything appertaining to the question, 
but that the complainant is needy and the alleged 
oppressors rich — tlie whole country become partisans of 
tlU squatter. The rich shower in their indignation and 
their bank-notes for the relief of the old woman, and 
the poor their sympathy and their .sixpences ; and the 
highest npbiilty in the land are dragged forward to 
the bar of the public to answer for tlieir supposed 
didinqucncy. 

We should like much that our Americiiti friends, who 
^xpre$8 terror for the royal and aristocratia principles, 
bouid spend a month or two among us, bo as to observe 
the real working of our social system. In place of 
seeing royalty going about lording it with a crown on 
its head and a sceptre in its hand, they v'ould jjerceive 
with no little surprise that it is the people who creep 
and crawl about royalty and worry it out of all patience. 
Instead of running away from the impersonation of the 
monarchical principle, they run after it as cMldren db 
at the appearance of a raree-show. When rpyalt^" 
appears in the places of public resort it is uiobbe^ 
and absolutely pelted with adulation. In the Crystal' 
Palace, wc have on several occasions seen it; chased by 
a crew of well-dressed ladies and gentlemen, in a way 
that made one really ashamed of his country. Royalty 
waiiting only to be let alone, to leiid a quiet life, to obtain 
a; little, eveii a very little, share of that cpmtbrt for which 
England is fhmous, the public will not let it. J>esiring 
no sycophancy, people will in spite of all remonstrance 
be syc^oplumtic. Then, for the gratification of all who 
have not the good-luck to see what royalty does, persons 
are stationed to watch and record its movements. 
Every newspaper tells everything it hears of how 
royalty eats, drinks, and sleeps, aiid where and when 
it walks and rides. Any ordiitary person may enjoy a 
stroll in the air and sunshine without remark; but 
alas for the poor Queen ! she cannot go across the 
ihreslmy without drawing forth universal observation. 
Onpe more, we venture an inquiry: Which is the 
the oppressed? Fie upon literature for 
OBlirlng; to an appetite vulgar and revolting to every 
aetise of delicacy, deoenoy, and self-reaixict ! * 


* EovALry.---refjS^>' JS'ue^wA.-^fho Ctmien, th(j 

i^ai family, ^ Court, we all know, leave on the 27 th 
instant by the Great Northern Rail way for Balmoral, where only 
in all her domiuicaw, it would seem, her Majesty cuo-Hthanks io 
the instinctive sense of propriety in tho UighUnd or Celtic mind 
inaans i rs! I o ojoy that perfect privacy which even nionarchs 
dtdfismin* to kst at the Great Northern Btation the Queen 
to jgo^ttfmii^ ». world of vulgar staring or curlofliy ; to 

ItacoTfiocoMohu^ fu^ereilgn and Set 

dhUdren ; the noise dud hubbub of happy Doncaster, the joy uid 


rn * Yif jim 


jthe Sternil^ and naiTiiBr wi«iii WM* 

or the * lUtle go * Wenmiishiilm 
that - sAsr^tha ' boujrt. at.: »touehavBU-!''H^': :«»f 

' piuf ' hearty allcgianoa.' and'dittr'': 

^ inteojiittgll^ Ihe' ' Queeh, -< '''her ..crown tindi'digUity,* -as ' 

■■'Snd'.'bidi,^ to '.this" 
trdth.'v.'thera'is'a 'tbuob'^ 


But have the AumHcaus themselves more of repiib- 
llcan dignity ^ It is well for them to sneer at 
‘ Miss Yietbria* in tlieir own country; but what aj-o 
their fecUngs when actually .within the personal influence 
of j^yidty ? Let Citizen Stevens answer, who beat tia 
a Aw weeks ago in a yacht- race, and whose victoiy, 
by the way, was received by the whole country with a 
shout of gallant applause, worthy of the finest days of 
cMvalry. On this occasion the Yankee out-Englished 
the English in their monarchical adulation as dasliingly 
as he shot ahead of them oil their own clement. No 
sooner did he catch a glimpse of Her Majesty looking 
on at the sport like her subjects^ than, forgetting the 
well-known racing privile^ both of jockey and steers- 
man, off went the republican’s hat as if by instinct, 
down went theuatam and stripes, and tlie proud flag of 
America trailed in the water before the Ocean Queen ! 
Tliero can of course bo no fault found with this, 
viewed as an act of politeness : the thing was prettily 
done ; only just let our American friends be suflicieutly 
candid to recognise the true relative position of consti^ 
tutional sovereign and people. 

Adjacent in station to royalty, the members of the 
aristocracy come in for a share of popular annoyance. 
People on no account will let dukes and other great 
folks alone: they haunt them in the public tliorough fares 
and places of amusement; flock to see their liorse- 
raoes; die to get admission to their balls ami dinner- 
parties; rtq)eat their sayings ; and record minutely 
t)m minutest of their doings. The grandees in the 
ipeantime try to keep aloof as well as they can. The 
upper -middle classes do not altogether like famlliaa* 
association with the middlermiddlc classes, nor these 
with the lowtjr- middle classes ; and all the michlles 
together would rather, if possible, have some distinct 
barrier between them and the lower classes. Fashion 
is the clu< 3 f refuge sought by eacli ; but fashion after 
j^sbion gives way sutKJCssively before the pressure from 
beneath, till tlie toe of tlie clow'n galls ilio kibe of the 
courtier. From this social routine philosophy might 
extract something good and hopeful. Is it anything 
more than tl^ materuil phase of that progress upwards 
which distinguishes the race of Japhet, and more os])e- 
cially the Anglo-Saxon fitinily? In what is called the 
pertnaneut or stationary form of civilisation we see 
nothing of the kind. Conditions, dress, manners, 
remain theic unchanged from generation to gcneralioii ; 
and tliere, too, art, science, morals, and legislation, IniYo 
the same enduring stereotype. 

We have sfiid that this universal toadyism — shared 
in largely by the Americans, who, with all their rough 
independence, are the most notorious tuft-hunters in 
creation— is merely the eyternal phase of our progress; 
and, in point of fact, while the humbler find middle 
classes still worship rank from some species of tradi- 
tional reverence, they have, in anotlicr scii.so, got the 
upper hand of it, and in the general business of the 
World manfully look upon it as a nonentity. At aii} - 
rate, let this be said in conclusion: It is fully time 
that literature, whether in the practical or im jigiuative 
form^ stated things as iliey are, and arc likely to be. 
Instead of eebping antiquated assertions as to the rela- 
tive positions duties of different departments of 
society, lee it bo observed, for tlie sake of common 
souse, that the world of the mneteenth is not the world 
of tiie seventeenth nor of the e%hteeiith century ; that 


afl^r a much to ha* gihndfether : old Farmer 

Osoigp rofiaandW^ed and drovo about with bUwife andobiidroii 
without Queon Victoria and her ftiinily 

,iuw sttldi.^tcd tb ; otWin^ at Weymouth ho dldjuntfui bo 

chose t ha lived ia xetlrement at Kow, dr more in public lit the 
QaseaVWutelxi^ town, WlUumt any Court Circular to rocord bis 
np^tsbito vShd bis hie. breakiloHU or his dinners ; 

that of his ilrst-bum, the 

HoUae ; and wo verily 

heneve.ihat to vulgar plajjiuo 
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nil cLofises may now be said to stand in new relations 
towards each other ; that the man without a coin in 
his pCcket or a shoe on his foot, is not probably a iirst 
rate character, ruined by oppression; and that the 
‘rich* — ^tliat is, the man who lives creditably, pays his 
way, and helps on society in its enterprises — is not on 
that account a villmn. These views are unavoidable 
deductions from history; and unless they are acknow- 
ledged by the literature of the day, its productions can 
hardly expect— notwithstanding all their spnghtlincss 
and ingenuity — to survive this transition period, and 
be carried onwartls by the rising mind of thoycountry. 
Tub SADDivB requiees to be put on the iuoht 
JIOIISB. • 



THE LEGEND OF THE LOST WELL. 


I We generally found during our stay in the desert 
j that the IJedouius, though not churlish, wore rather 
I adverse to saying anything to us that might reveal the 
j inner- working of their minds. Perhaps they were 
! afraid to compromise their dignity; perhaps they 
I entertained an indefinite prejudice against us infidels, 

I in spite of their own laxity and reputed indiflerence 
i as Mosiomp. Often, however, at night they would 
I watch with Derwish and Saiid outside the tent, and 
I beguile fhe long liours by relating some wonderful 
adventure, some strange tradition, some poetical kjgcnd, 
such as could only iiave tins desert for a birthplace. I 
often heard snatches of what was said, but rarely a 
bcginniiig or an end. For the most part the narrator’s 
voice did not rise loud enough until the kings, the 
Ijrincesses, the sheiks, and tiio m^icians, wore in full 
play — fighting, singing, loving, travelling, and flyiiig 
through the air. Besides* tlie evening’s amusement 
generally concluded with a ‘ to be continued.* There 
is no people so fond of serials as the Arabs, 

One evening, during a long halt, our guide, Wahsa, 
j iiaually a silent man, after listening x^atiently to tlie 
I Ciitnstiv>p]io of a tale — this time told i)y an Egyptian — 

I in which there W'as more than the usual number of 
i terrible and fantastic adventures, xileadod for the privi- 
I lege of spcecVi, and began the following narrative, 
i which ‘may be called ‘The Lescend of the Lost Well :’ 

j ' . 

j 111 ancient times tliere existed in the desert that lies 
j to the west of Egypt— somewhere betw’oen the sun at 
I its setting and the city of Siont — a tribe of Arabs that 
j called themselves Waled Allah, or The Childrcn of 
I Ood. They professed Mohammedanism, hut w’cre in 
I every other' respect ditferent from their neighbours to 
the north and south, and from the inhabitants of the 
land of Egypt. It w^as their ctiatom during the months 
I of summer to draw near to the coniines of the cultivated 
! country and hold intercourse 'with its people, selling 
i camels and wool, and other desert productions; but 
when winter came they drew off' towards the interior of 
the wiid(?rii(^s8, and it was not known where they abo<le. 
They were by no means gt‘cat in iminbers; but such 
w'as their skill in arms, and their reputation for courage, 
that no tribe ever ventured to trespass cm their limits, 
and all caravans eagerly paid to them the tribute of 
Bafe-conduct. 

8ueh was the case for many years ; but at length it 
came to pass that the Waled Alloji, after departing as 
usual for tlfe winter, returned in great disorder and 
distress towards the neighbourhood df the Nile. Those 
who saw them oh tliat occasion reiM>rted that their 
sufferings must have been ti^mmidous. More t^^ 
two-thiiSs of their cattle, a great numbcF of the ly^omen 
and childwm, and several of the less hardy menj were 
missing; but tliey would npt at ftrafcconft‘»a w 
happened to them, WlMih; however* they as w fet- 
mission to settle temtK>rarily on soh^^ nhoccnpm; 
the curious and inijuisitive went among theuh hud by 
degrees the truth chme out 


It appeared that many centuries ago one of their 
tribe, following the ^tnwjk of some canieLs that had 
strayed, bad ventured to a great distance in tile desert, 
and bad discovered a x^ass in the mountains leading 
into a spacious valley, in the midst of which waS a w-eil 
of the purest water, that overflowed and fertilised the 
land ayound. As the man at once understood the 
import&ce of bis discovery, he devoted himself for his 
tribe, and returned slowly, piling up stones he:|s and i 
there that the way might not again be lost. When ho 
arrived at the station be hml only sufficient strength to 
relate what he had seen before he died of fatigue and 
thirst. So they called the well after lum — Bir Hassan. 

It ^ was found that the valley was only habitable 
during the win! or ; for being surrounded with perpen- 
dicular rocks it became like a furnace in tlie hot season 
— tl)e vegetation withered into dust, and the waters 
hid tlieiiiselves within the bowels of the cartli. They 
resolved, therefore, to sx>end ojie-half of their time iu 
that spot, where tlajy built a city ; and during the otlvcr 
half of tlieir time they dwelt, as I have said, on the 
confines of the land of Egyi)t. 

But it w^as found tliat only by a miracle had the well 
of Hassan been discovered. Those who tried without the 
aid of the road-marks to make their way to it invariably 
failed. So it became an institution of the tribe that 
two men Should be left, with a sufficient supply of 
w'ater and food, in a large cave overlooking the desert 
near the entrance of the valley; and that they should 
watch for the coming of the tribe, and when a great 
tire was lighted on a certain hill, should answer by 
another lire, and thus guide tlieir people. This being 
settled, the xiiles of stones were dispersed, lest the 
greedy Egyptians, hearing by chance of tliis valley, 
should make their Avuy to it. 

How long matters eontinu(?d in this state is not 
recorded ; but at length, when the tribe set out to 
return to their winter quarters, and reached the accus- 
tomed statum and lighted the lire, no answering fire 
appeared. T’liey pa-ssed the first night in expectation, 
and the next day, and the next night, saying : ‘Probably 
the mei^ are negligent but at length they Iwgan to 
de.spair. They had brought but just sufficient water 
with them for the jotirncy, and death began to menace 
them. In vain they endea voured to find the road. A 
retreat became necessar\"; and, as I liavc said, tiiej^ 
returned and settled on the borders of the land of 
Egypt. Many men, howcvtir, -went back many times 
year after year to endeavour to find the lost well ; but 
some were never heard of more, and some returned, 
saying tliat the search was in vain. 

Nearly a hundred years jiassed away, and the well 
became forgotten, and the condition of the tribe had 
undergone a sad change. It never recovered its great 
disaster: 'wealth imd courage disappeared; and the 
governors of Egypt, seeing the people dependent ,aiid 
immble-sxiirited, began, as is their wont, to oppress them, 
and lay on taxes and insults. Many times a bold man 
of their number would propose that they should go and 
join some of tho other tribes of Arabs, and solicit to be 
incorporated with them : but the idea was lauglied at 
as extravagant, and they continued to live on in misery 
and degradation. 

It liapiKjned that the chief of the tribe at the time of 
which 1 now speak w^as a man of gentle character and 
meek disposition, named Alulallah the Good, and /that 
he had a son, like one of the olden time, stout, and 
brave as a lion, named Ali. This youth could not 
brook the sufcjection in which his peoi>le were kept, 
nor th^ wrongs doily heaxied npdh them, and was eon- , 
Btantly revolving in hisnnind the means of escape and; ; 
revenge. When he gave utterance to these sentlmenti^ .■ 
however, his father, Abdallah, severely rebnked hita ; te , ^ 
he feared- the power of the lords of EgjKpt^ apd 
lest mischief ini%ht befall his family of ^ 

Now cOhtWporary with AbdaUali 
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was a fjovenior of Sidut Omar tlic Evil. Me Wwi/liouncViuMl mitmieleA 

Ij^l gflincfLa country by his ing aail tauntm^^ him a fool for having 

cruelties aiid bppreiwione, add was feared by high imd yietd<^ to persuasions of a foolish girl! All, in 
low. Several times had. he treated the Waled Allah sfata of all, did not reply; fbr he now thought more of 
with vioience aiid indignity, bestowing upon them the Amihaihanof theindignities to which he was subjected; 
name of Wfded Sheltan, or Children of the Devil, and and insteaef of replying with imprudent courage, as 
otlierwiae vexing and annoying them, besides levying under other circumstances ho migjit liave done, lie 


ho pl^rved AU trying the paces of a haudsome horse Omar, never W'os mistake greater; for almost in llic 
wldqh he had purchased. Covetousness enteix^ his same breath wUli the order for his iwiing conducted 
luind, and calling to the joutli, lie said ; ‘ What is the back to prison was given that for public proclamation 


price of thy horse ? * 

* It is not for sale,’ >vas the reply. 


of ifts execution to take jdace on the next day. 

Tliei*o came, however, a saviour during the night : it 


Ko sooner were the words uttered tlvan Omar made was the young Amina, who, partly moved by generous 
a signal to his men, who rushed forwards, threw tlie indignation that her word should have boon given in 
young man to the ground in spite of his resistance, and vain, partly hy another feeling, bribed the jailers, and 
Jcaviiig him there, i'eturne<i loading the horse. Omar leading forth the yoiiiig man, placed him by the side of 
commandtHl them to bring it with them, and rode his trusty steed which luid been stolen from him, and 


away, laughing heartily at his exjiloit. 


bade him dy for his life. He lingered to thank her 


But AU was not the man to submit tamely to such and enjoy her society. They talke<i long, and more 
injustice.^ He endeavoured at first to rouse the passions and more confidentiallj?. At length the first streaks 
of Ills tribe, but not succeeding, resolved to revenge of daw n began to shew themselves ; and Amina, as she 
himself or die in the attempt. One night, therefore, iie urged liim to begone, clung to the skirts of his gar- 
took a sharp dagger, disguised himself, and Utrldng incuts. He hesitated a luoiuent, a few liurriod words 
about the governor’s palace, contrived tt» introduce passed, and presently she was behind him upon the 
himself without being seen, and to reach the garden, horse, clasping liis waist, and away th(?y went towards 
where he had heard it ivas the custom of Onuir to the mountains, into the midst of wliieb they soon 
repose awhile as lie w'aited for ins supper. A light penetrated by a rugged defile. 

guided him to the kiosque where the tyrant slept alone, Ainiim had betMi prudent enough to prej>are a small 
!! not knowing that vengeance was nigh. AH paused a supply of provisions, and Ali knew where at tliatl 
moment, doubling whether it w^as just to strike an season water was to be found in small (inantities. " 
unprepared foe; but he remembered all his tribe His intention was to penetrate to a certain distance in 
iiud sutfered tis well as himself, and raising his dagger, the desert, and then turning south, to seek the cncanip- 
arlvanced stealthily towards the couch where the huge ments of a trilie witU some of wdiose membera ho was 
form of the governor lay. Acquainted. Tlieir proapccts were not very discou- 

A slight figure suddenly interposed between him and raging; for even if pursuit w^ere attempted, Ali justly 
the sleopmg man. It was that of a young girl, who, confided in his superior knowledge of the desert: he 
with terror in her looks, waved liim back. ‘What expected in five days to reach the tents towards which 


Wouldfit tUoii, youth?’ slie inquired. 


ho directed his course, and he calculated that llie 


‘ I come to slay that enemy,* rcfplied Ali, endeavouring small bag of flour which Apiina had provided would 
to pass Jier and eficct his puriwse while there was yet prevent them at least from dying of hunger during 


‘ It is my father,* said she, still standing in the way 
and awing him by the power of her beauty. 

* Thy father is a tyrant, and deserves to die.’ 


that time. 

Tlie first stage was a long one. Tor seven hours he 
proceeded in a direct lino from the rising sun, the 
uncomplaining Amina clinging still to him; but at 


‘ If he be a tyrant he is still my fattier; and thou, length the horse began to exhibit symptoms of faiigm^ 
why sUouldst thou condemn liim ?’ and its male rider of anxiety. Tliey imd traversed an 


‘ Mo has injured me and my tribe.’ 

‘ Let injuries be forgiven, a« wc are cotuinanded, 1 
will speak for tlioe and thy trilx?. Is not thy life 
Viiluable to thee ? Itetire ere it be too late ; and by 


and Its male rider of anxiety. They imd traversed an 
almost uninterrupted sneccssiun of rocky valleys, luit 
now reached an elevated undulating plain covtirod 
with huge black boulders that seemed to stretch like 
a |K*trifieil sea to the distant horizon. Xow and then 


my mother, who is dead, I swear to iJice that 1 will they M during tlioiiv morning’s ride, in certain 
cau^ justice to be done,’ ^ little sheltered nooks, small patches of a stunted vene- 

‘ Hot from any hopes of justiccj but as a homage to tation ; hut now all was bleak and barren, and grim 


, ^ _ -‘ii, ana grim 

God for having cmitcd .such marvellous Iwauty, do I like the crater of a volcano. And yet it w as lioro limt ! 
retire and spare the life of tlrnt man wJiich I hold in All expected evidently to find water— most necessary 
my hands.’ to them; for, all three iverc feeling the symptoms of 

So saying AH sprmig away, and effected his escape, burning thirst. He pauswi every now' and tbeii, eiieck- 
Iso sooner wis he but of sight tliaii Omar, who had inghis steed, and rising in the stirrups to gaze ahead 
Ix^n awakened by the sound of voices, but who had or on one side; hut eai^li time his k^arch was in vain. 


feigned sleep when he heard what turn affairs were 
itaking, arose and laugbecl, saying ; ‘ Well done, Amina ! 
thou art worttiy of thy fatlier. How thon dld$t cajole 
that son ofa dog by false promises!’ » 


At length he Sifid : ‘ Possibly I liavc, in the liurry of 
niy thought^ taken the wrong defil^ in Avliich case 
nothing but death awaits us. We slhill not have 
itrengtlr to reilfaco our footsteps, and must die here 


‘ Nay, father ,v what I have promised nitmt l^ in this horrible plade. Stand upoii the saddleliow 
ibrtued.’ ; , Atnina, whUst ;l SiipjA’i't thOc : if tnbu seest nnytliing 


‘ Ay, ay.. and, by tl»© like a white Upon the ground, we are 

■ beRrds;.ofu;^:h^$t^»jiU8ti^%* Shall -to 


■ this,: .;5f 

father ■■ '.laugbOd.';': .at in 
|||^enrion 

S#uei% ■p0s8ible':iiftatttter.' 


e UiMl luiU brought wlure L M that they were approaching a 
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mound of diizzliiig vrhitoness, such aa those which Mre 
have often seen in our journey. Clofto by.was 
hollow, apparently dry. But Ali soon scraped avray a 
quantity of the clayey earth, *md .pr^htly tlm water 
began to collect, trickling in from the sides. In a 
couple of hours they procured enongU for themsbives 
and for the horse, and ate some flour diluted in a 
wootlen bowl; after which they, lay down to rest Ikj- 
neath a ledge of rock that threw a little shade. 
Towards evening, after AU had carefully cholscd up the 
well, lost it might be dried by the sun, they resumed 
their journey, aud arrived about midnight at a lofty 
: rock in tlie midst of the plain, visible at a* distance 
of many hours in the moonlight. In a ere vice* near 
the summit of this they found a fair supply of water, 
and having refreshed themselves, reposed until dawm. 
Then Amina prepared their simple meal, and soon 
afterwards off they went again over the burning plain. 

This time, as All knew beforehand, there was no 
prospect of well or water for twenty-four hours ; and 
unfortunately they had not been able to procure a skin. 
However, they carried soino flour well moistened in their 
wooden bowl, which they covered with a large i>iece of 
wet linen, and studied to keep from tlie sun. They 
travelled almost without intermission the whole of that 
day and a great part of the night. Ali now saw that 
it was necessary to rest, and they remained where they 
Avere until near morning. 

‘Dearest Amina,’ said he, returning to the young 
I girl after having climVx'd to the top of a lotYy rock and 
' gasced anxiously ahead, ‘1 think I see the mountain 
; where* the next vratf^r is to be found. If thou art 
j stnuig enough, we will push on at once.* 

Thougli fai?ir and weary, Amina said: * Let us be 
going;* and noAv it was necessary for Ali to walk, the 
I horse refusing to carry any longer a double burden. 

, I'hcy advanced, licnveATr, rapidly ; and at length reached 
the foot of a lofty range of mountains, all white, and 
shining in the sun like silver. In one of the gorges near 
tlie summit Ali knew there Avns usually a small reservoir 
of Avatcr; hut he liad only 1.>een tliere once in his boy- 
hood, when on his way to visit the tribe with wdiprli he 
now expc'cted to find a shelter. However, he thought 
he recognised various hindmarks, and lx*gari to ascend 
I with eonfitlence. The sun beat furiously dov n on the 

■ baiT(*n and glistering ground ; and the horse exhausted, 

: more than once refused to proceed. He had not eaten 

: once since their departure, and AH knew that he must j 

■ perish ere the journey w'as concluded. 

As they neared the summit of the ridge, the young 
man recognised Avith joy a rock in the sliapc of a 
coucliing camel that had formerly been pointed out to 
him as indicating the neighbourhood of tlie reservoir, 
and pressed on Avith renewed confideuee, \Vliat was his 
; horror, liowever, on reaching the plime ho sought, at 
I beholding it quite dry ! "—dry, and hot as an oven I The 
: Avater had all escaped by a crevice recently formed. 
Ali now believed that death was incAdtahle ; and folding 
the fainting Amina in his arras, sat down and boAvailcd 
; his lot in a loud A'oieo. 

! Suddenly a strange sight presented itself. A small 
: caraA'im appeared coming down the ravine — not of 
I camels, nor of horses, nor asses, but of goats »and a 
I species of wild antelope. Tliey diovckI slowly, and 
I behind them walked with tottering steps a man of 
j great age with a vast Avhite beard, wpporting himself 
j Avith a long stick. Ali rushed fljrward to a goat Avliich 
; bpi« a water - skin, seized it, and Avithout asking per- 
. mission carried it to Aniiiin. Both dran^ with eagerr 
j ness * and it was not until they were AveU satisfled that 
; tliey noticed the strange old man looking at them with 
i interest and curiosity, Then they toM their ; and 
I the oAvner of the carayan in Ids tuirn tpld 
j was equally Avonderfifl. • Jt'' ■ 

I * And what avos the old manV story 
I listeners in one breath. ; ^ ^ 


*.* It sliall be related to-morrow. The time for sleep 

I was hot fortunate enough to hesf the conclusion of 
this told in the simple matter -of- fact words of 

Wahsa; but one of our attendants gave me thesni>stance, 
Tho old* man of the caraAran Avas stated to be the: 
younger of the two Avatchors left behind more than a 
bundled years before at Bir Hassan. His corapanioh 
had been killed, and he himself wounded by some wild 
beast, which had prevented the necessary signiiA froni 
being mode. He iiiiderstood that some tenable dis- 
aster had occurred, and dared not brave the vciigeanco 
Avhich he thought menaced him from the survivors. So 
he resoh'ed to stay in tho valley, and had accordingly 
remained for a hundred years, at the expiration of 
which jHiriod he had resolved to set out on a pilgrim;igo 
to the Nile, in order to ascertain if .my memljcrs of the 
trikes still remained, that he might communicate tho 
secret of the valley before he perished. Like the flrst 
discoverer, he had marked the Avay by hcajjs of stones, 
and died when his narrative Avas concludei], Ali and 
Amina made their way to the valley, Avhere, according 
to the narrative, they fo\ind a largo city, scarcely if at 
.all ruined, and took up their abode in one of the palaces. 
Shortly afterwanls Ali returned to Egypt, and led off 
his father Abdallah the Hood and the remnants of his 
tribe in sepret. Omar was furious, and following them, 
endeavoured to discover the valley, of AAdiich the tradi- 
tion was well known. Not succeeding, he resolved to 
wait for the simmier ; but the tribe never reappeared 
in Egypt, and is sai(l to have i)asscd the hot months 
in the oasis of Earafreh, to which they subsequently 
removed on the destruction of their favourite valley by 
an earthquake. 

'This tradition, tliongh containing some improbable 
incidents, may nevertheless b<* foimded on fact, and may 
contain, under a legoudary fr)rm, tbc history of the 
peopling of the oases of the desert. It was, liowcA'cr, 
chiefly interesting to me from the manner in which it 
illustrates the imi>ortant influence winch the discovery 
or destruction of a copious well of pure water may 
exercise on the fortunes of a people. It may sometimes, 
in fact, as represented in this instance, be a matter of 
life and death ; and no doubt tlie A\"aled Allah are not 
the only tribe who have been raised to an enviable 
prosperity, or sunk into the depths of misery, by the 
fluctuating supply of water in the desert. ! 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAITS OP THE MOON. 
Certain mysterious agents are perpetually offering 
astonishing results to the observation of man. . But 
some of these results beeome so familiar from their 
constant i)resoncG that they cease to awaken interest 
in the uiinds of the many. The existence of the j 
influence called light is of this nature. Prom day to 
day it fills the sky and overflows the surface of the 
worM; from night to night it spangles tlie heay<ms 
with twinkling points, or half dissolv^es the v’^eil of 
darkness in soft floods of phosphorescence. Yet how 
few there are wlio seek to know fi'om whence tho 
constant visitant comes, or what its Ymture is! Im- 
portant as its interference is in terrestrial afliiirs, it j 
yet Ixdongs not to the earth ; it is an inhabitant of the j 
infinite; it comes from the immensely distant sun and 
yet remoter stars. Free from the fetters that confine 
denser matter to isolated spbetes, it floats through the 
yawning caverns of space, bridging them ov'cr with 
beautiful relations and sympathies. Light is the 
pulsating stAiam that connects organised worlds with i 
org.*ini|{ed sims; it makes the uin verse a living system ; b 
without it, creation Avoiild be a dry skeleton L 

it, it becomes a growing, breathing, and palpita^ig f 
frame. 

iUrt what is the wonderful agent that spreads Bself 
out .thus Widely through space ? : Why 




froitii one boundary of the vsiet uni^se to tho otiiei** ihtet^ofy the taye thrown off from other sources 
vith luidltnlnish^ and pass through the rock caiahtit ih^r^ro with its distinctness. The contrivanco 

Of the deh^est hp^cathedy and yet stop at the is then termed a dark chamber, or camera ohscitra. 

thinnest and. iVailest: dim Why does Imeitl^ ^>at in a chamber of this sort a 

it pi^nt the fields ^ rose with ^red, ^^d screj^ is spread out for tho reception of the image, and 

tlio ^riky with Wiy docs it more in straight that this iicreeh Is formed of a living substance capable 

lines, and tihahgO the direction of its progress when it of feeling the picture in all its variety of colours, and 
ente^ a SuhstaUce of altered density? Why •does it light and shade; the camera obscura then becon^s an 
strifco^the J^ns^iye of the eye with per- organ of vision. The eye is a dark chamber, composed 

Theso are questions may ask, hut wo of dense^ walls, carefully linc<l inside with a black 
capni^^^ the : resolution of our difficulties in the compound. A small transparent wind.ow is left open 
gnawfers that are to us from every side. The in front, and behind this opening a series of lons- 

: grandest science are but approxima- shaped humours is placfeth At the buck of these a 

tions to what we would have ; tliey are suggestive rather delicftte film of nervous matter expands. TJiis expan- 
Ihatt satisfying; they are not facta revealerl in their sion is but a continuation of certain minute fibrils of 
fuU and ma^ proportions; often they are merely the brairi^ which enter flic back of the eye bound up 
guesses, looking vastly like truth on account of together as a single cord. Images that are to be seen 
the boldness of their own pretensions. Still ef\'eii in are fonned by the influence of the Icris^ahaped humours, 
these delusive verisimilitudes features of considerable and are made to fall exactly upon the nervous expan- I 
interest may be discovered. In the arrangements of sion. Vision is the mental perception of this impression 
I nature twilight precMnles the daylight, and the eye of when it has lieon effected upon tlie sensitive nervous 
the anxious watchman, when it cannot perceive the material. 

sun, may find cause to rejoice in the i>romise of the The outline and general appearance of an object is 
^^wn. recognist'd, because the several parts of the inuigo 

Scientific men have conceived two different means formed in the eye receive from it different quantities 
by which most of the phenomena that connect them- of light. In the direction along which the most intense 
selves with the influence^ of light in.i.y be •explained, and energetic luminous, influence comes, bright lights | 
Some think that as essential atoms float from the cells are seen ; in that along 'which more subdued and faint 
of a fragrant plant to strike the nervous membrane, action passes, d.'irk shadows appear. Light parts in 
■ivhich lines tlio cavity of the nose, with the sense of an image correspond to intense illumination in an 
smelling, material emanations stream from luminous object; dark portions to deficient light ; consequently 
^ bodies and rush with almost inconceivable velocity' into if we could find any substance that would undergo 
the eye, to impress its internal nervous surface with more or less change in the physical arrangement of its 
the sense of vision. Othcr.s believe that the universe atoms, according to the exact degree of intensity in 
is filled with .a fine ethereal substance, pervading not which it was affected by'^ light, wc could perj>etuatc the 
only empty' spaces but jdso the inner pores of material form of any image, consisting as it docs of alternating 
■ things, and attribute light to the tremulous action of tracts of light and shade. We should then only need 
thip ether. They conceive that clastic vibrations arc to make the imago fall ujmn an even surfa<.’t‘ of ilic 
ptished out round luminous bodies in straight lines, sensitive sxibstance for a certain length of time, and 
hht withoxit any real onward motion of the substance wc should find its form indelibly engraved upon the 
of the medium; just as sound waves are pushed out . retentive -ground. Chemistry has recently discovered 
round sonorous IjjKlies without any real onward motion f several substances whose atoms are thus sensitively 
of tlie substance of the air. Now >vheth.;r we select \ alive to the disturbing influence of light, and a now 1 
for our favour the one or the other of the.se theories — and verv iittcrestimr art has accordimrlv snruiur into ! 


for our favour the one or the other of the.se theories — and very interesting art has accordingly sprung into 
whether we considcrj with Sir Isaac Newton, that the [ existence, which lias becu designated Photograpliy% or '• 
eye is first-cfjusin to the nose, receiving the imimlse ' printing by light. 

of streams oi emitted ppticlca that are very much In the process of M. Daguerre, which is the one 
smaller than the emanations of fragrant bodies; or that has been hitherto the most generally employed, 
whether, with Descartes and Huygens, \v& deem it a iflates of iodised silver are phiccd in a camera obscura, 
kind of car, catching and discriminating tremulous exactly in tlie focus of a very perfectly-formed lens 
vibrations that spread elastically through a mcHlium of glass* The Image of any objc<;t that is presented 
very much more subtile than the atmosphere — we may before the lens is then accurately' ixirtrayed upon the 
with equal advantage observ'o for ourselves certain plate of silver. Wherever the lights in tins image 
facU that :are beyond all debatable ground. are strongest, the atoms of the iodine tmd silver fire 

. if tmy OT our readers will hold a sriiall magnifying the most powerfully disturbed; wdierevcr, on the 
01 glass midway between tho^ flame of a candle other hmid, its shadows rest, their original condition i.s 
and a pKwe of ■yvlnte paper, they will perceive that an the most' perfectly preserved. Now, whenever lio-lit 
inverted image of the fiamev is dist^^^^ upon falls on iodised silver, the change which it produces 

^ P*'0P^*‘ty of the lens to be able so gives the iodised metal a strong inclination to combine 

to slit, either the undulations or the cmanaljmis, which- itself with mercury, that inclination is always 
eveij they' may Ijsj, that come to it Irom the flame, that exactly proportioned to the intensity with whieli tlie 
they .are nil brought back into similar relative posiU light lias acted ; consequently if the iwlised plate 
to those which they held at whieh^aa been affbeted by the image is removed from 
^ lens : tho the camera and placed amidst the fumes of mercury, 

•^I^^Pf^^ut subs^nce effects this sifting iu virtue of the mercury condenses upon the plate in greatest 

beams from tjhie abimd^ce wherey<af the infiiienco of the light has been 
■ 5- V - fiame nec^HrUy fall upon the exerted most powerfully ; wherever the action of the 
different degn3es of incUna-^ light has beeu leas, less merciiry attaches itself; and 
and that anelmaiiqp is greater where the deepest shadows have feilen, scarcely a per- 

ttodgh ceptible ' of mercury is retained. In this 
way a nm^lic any object may be made, in 
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marked in the object by varied cblolirs are merely 
indicated in the JDagiierreotypc dra^iiig by gradations 
of shadovr. Just as different degrees oi light act upon 
the iodised silver with proportionidly yatded enei^es, 
so also do different kinds of colour. Tiiis^^i^ 
to indicate that the various colours arn themselves but 
modifications of light intensity. That colour is rather 
an attribute of liglit than of tlie objects upon which it 
is seen, is beyond all question ; for wher^ artidciai 
lights of a certain description are used for illummat- 
iiig objects naturally of the mOst brilliant and gaudy 
tintSj they all present tiicmselves as , if devoid \>f colour. 
If any of our sceptical readers will place equal p.irts of 
spirits of wine and W'ater in a tin disli, and heat the 
mixture by means of a spiritdamp placed beneath it 
until it begins to bubble, and then sprinkle in half a 
teaspoonful of salt, and ignite the mixture, he will be 
willing to admit— after viewing some variegated shawls 
or other gaily-colourcd objects by means of its blaze — 
that colour is not an intrinsic quality of things seeming 
to possess it. Tiie advocates of the Undulatory theory 
assert that the intensity of light depends upon the 
height of the little waves of ether that serve for its 
transmission, and vjiriety of colour upon differences of 
their breadth. Most probably they arc not far from 
the truth, although it is hard to conceive how undula* 
tions can have been accurately measured when so small 
that somewhere between 89,000 and 09,000 are com- 
prised in tlie length of an inch. 

Tijc old corpuscular tlieory propounded by Sir Isaac 
Newton found three several parts in each beam of 
white light : these were scjiaratcd from each other 
when the light was passed through certain trans- 
paitfut substances, and. presented themselves apart as 
red, yellow, and blue colours. The theory of undu- 
lation considers these colours to be 'modlOcations of 
vibratory movement rather tlian separate intlucnces ; 
Tjut it has nevertheless been compelled to admit, as a 
consequence of some of tlio results of the operations of 
photography, that there are at least three distinct 
poxvera in the sunbeam which may be separated from 
each other, even if the three kinds of colour are allowed 
to ho identical. For, in the first place, the infiueuce 
which produoxis atomic disturbance in the pLates of 
Daguerre is not tlie same with illuminating power ; all 
the lighting capacity of a siinbejuu may be stopped out 
IVoin it, and stiff it will bo able to produce the chemical 
result. It has been also ascertained that the heating 
and lighting power of the sun’s rays may Ijo severed 
from each other. Tlie sohir beam, therefore, contains 
within itself at least liirec several agonts -^the one con- 
(^eniing itself wdtli illuminating bodies, the Other with 
heating them, and the third with producing chemical 
effects among their atoms. And strange to say, in 
different seasons of the year one or other of these 
s(jeins to exercise a temporarily preponderant influenco 
beyond its fellows. In spring the sun’s rays have the 
most clieniical power; in summer they light most; and 
in autumn they heat most. During the reign of 
chemiciil power the dormant seeds are roused to life; 
during the reign of light, carbon, the agent of solidifi- 
catiem, is fixed, and soft vegetable tissue is converted 
into wood ; during the reign of heat, green fruits ore 
ripened, and young seeds matured. How surprisingly 
in this w'ondeiild world of adaptations are ineans 
always aj^usie^ to rosults ! Et'en the powers of the 
sunbeam are meted ojttt with a regard to the work 
they are required to do. 

It has recently been shewn that a photographic 
image luay be stamped uiion a aenaitive plota almost 
iustabtaneously. A series of lettSirs were inscribed 
upon the e<igo of a wheel, which wiM tlien ofcsed to 
revolve in a dork room with great ripidity’^bposite 
to the edge of the revolving Whcfea plate bf higlily- 
tensitive substtee was placed, ahd A pb^^^ 
electricity Was tlien thrown for a nmmmit upon th^ 


portibn of the edge of the Wheel thal h^ the plate 
before it. The form of the letter that chanced to be 
passing at the instant was found to have been plainly 
stamped upon the photographic surface, although the 
influened Which had effected the impression could npt 
possibly have been continued for more than a sihall I 
fracxtional part of a second. . I 

I But the highest possible development of the photon ! 
grapliic art has not been reached even by this sfngulbr 
triumph. When the difficulties of time arc vanquished, 
there still remain difficulties of space to overcome. 
Even when the most exquisitely-schsitivc substances 
have been prepared by the chemist, tliere may be 
objects illuminated so faintly that they will not make 
any available impression thereon. If those objects are 
near to us, we can easily throw mortx light upon them ; 
but when they are thousands and millions of miles away 
we cimnot do this. There are, in fact, myriads of 
visible bodies very far removed from the earth w'hich 
nevertheless present aspects and features of their own 
that science would gladly have the means of accurately 
portraying and preserving. The moon, for instance, is 
240,000 miles away, and has her face covered with 
wonderfully intricate and delicate tracings, that tell a 
strange tale regarding her present form and past history. 
Now tJie moon receives about as mucli solar light upon 
any given portion of her surface as terrestrial objects 
of like size do when placed in the sunshine. But very 
little of that light really reaches us, l>ecause it has to 
pertbrm a journey of 240,000 miles after it is thrown 
off from the lunar surface, and is constantly diffused 
and w;eakened more and more during this progress. • 
The effective lighting power of the moon is not greater 
than that of a single wax -candle placed twelve feet 
away. It is 800,000 times less than the lighting power 
of the sun. 

As the lighting power of the remote moon is so vor}’* 
much less than the ligiiting pow-cr of near terrestrial 
objects ifiacod in sunlight, it has always been feared 
that no photograijluc image of its face could ever be 
procured. On one account only a hope has been enter- 
tained that it might yet be found possible to form one. 
Optical instruments give us the means of catching great 
qiwntitics of light even from very fiiint objects. A IcnS 
three inches across catches 144 times more light from 
any given object than the natural pupil of the eye fairly 
opened ; consequently the image of that object, When 
fomied in the interior of a camera, by means of such a 
lens, must be 144 times brighter than when formed in 
the chamber of the eye; and its image, when formed by 
a still larger lens than this. Would bo more brilliant in 
the exact proportion of the increased size. 

It hence occurred some time since to Professor Bond 
of the Harvard University, United States, that although 
he could not throw increase of illumination upon the 
pale and distant moon, he might make more of the 
ihint illumination >vhich it naturally possesses available 
for the ijurposes of photography, if he converted the 
magnificent telescope at his disposal into a ifiiotographiO 
camera. The object-glass of that telescope is fifteen 
inches in diameter, and the image of ati object formed 
in its focus would therefore be twenty -five times 
brighter than the image of the same object formed by 
a three-inch lens. He consequently made his arrange- 
ments in accordance with these tionsiderations. He 
placed an iodised plate of silver within the dark tube 
of tlie telescope, so that its sensitive surface exactly 
corresponded with the Ibcal position of the large adiro- 
matic lens; and he made the telescope tube, tbps , 
furnitlhed, follow steadily the moon’s motion ixi: the 
heavens by ineans of accurately-adjusted clock-Wptlfj. 
The result of this interesting experiment has bfeeii a, 
signal triumph; The moon haa at length been tiid 
to sit her portrait, restless and 8hy-f«ic®^'^i^^ 

No less than three exquisite miniatures 

were at Ipswich at tme # ; 
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mofitings of tb* BrltUlt AsscMiifttlOii Vor the Adraniie- 
xuont of* Science by the siuue gbittloman we hacl it^ceiitly 
to name in eona^tlbtt with & apparatus fbr 

rejristering asftonpmiciijtb^ by electricity. 

The most in^i«sting 6f those lunar miniafares is a 
snmU lialf-ihoe i^rt^ large! again as the half 

of aii ordinary birowtt-piec^ taken at that plinsch of the 
lunntioh^ l^fittse the lengthened shadows cast behind 
M inC^t^liiies of the surface arc then seen to most 
adA'anta^^ \Vliei\ wc lo<)k at the mrxm’s hemisphere 
half in light and half in darkness, the sun is shining 
upon it ill n direction that is transverse to the one in 
, Which wc are vicMdng it. The sun is shining from the 
^glit, tt) to speak, wliilo we are looking straightifor- 
ward ; consequently the shadows whicli are cast iii tlie 
direction of the stm*s beams art* spread out lengthwise 
Inifbre our vision ; and most wondeHul objects those 
shadows are wdicu observed by the telescope under 
these advantageous ciTCumstances. Ragged fringes of 
blackness rest liehind peaks and ring-shaped elevations 
of iwlished silver ; round and oval lUitches of darkness 
fill up enp-Uke depressions ; index-shaped triangles of 
jet point out from the back of spots of brlHiaitit light. 
In the photographic delineation all these singular fea- 
tures stand revealed. The broken ridge of. the Ajien- 
' nines, with its serrated shadows ; the ring- hounded 
plains of Arzachel, Alphons, and Ttolem^v, with their 
central isolated peaks, secondary craters, and external 
buttress - like spurs; the tom and broken cavities 
anmnd the Plutonian Tycho: all are there. And bc- 
yoyai tiiose the duM-gray patches of the Mare Orisium, 
Mai'e Faicurulitatis, and Mare Tranquillitatis (seas by 
name, but dry plains by natuix!), set round by the 
curving margin of more condensed brilliancy, wdicre the 
light is compress<:>d by the foreshortening of the receding 
portions of the siiherical surface. Kven minute details 
of these varied outlines are so accurately anrl fully 
given, that fresh objects may be seen when the draw- 
ing is examined by tlie aid of a magnifying lens. The 
pow'crs of the microscope may 1x3 as successfully 
brought to bear in examining this beautiful picture 
as tho.se of tlie t<*lescope are in viewing the mcK>a 
itself. For once, art seems to have approache<] very 
neap indeed to the production of a periect copy of an 
original that is among tlie choicest of nature's woi*ks. 

The light which we receive from the brightest 
fixed star is some 28,000 times less than th.at w hich 
we receive from the moon. But this light is com- 
pressed into a point of invisible dimensions, instead 
of being spread over a wide surface. There is there- 
fore scarcely a doubt that when the more sensitive 
materials of the photographist are brougiit into ope- 
ration with lenses as large as the groat Harvard 
refractor, delineations of star -groups may be easily 
procured. Mr Bond stated at the Ipswich meeting that 
ills father had already succeeded in prmlucing a per- 
ceptible image of the two constituents of the double 
star Castor upon even the iodised silver-plate. It is 
scarcely possible yet to calculate bow great a service 
photography may render to the astronomer. The 
search for planets and other erratic bodies has hitherto 
been conducted by the laborious process of catalogaiug 
the place of every visible luminary^ as it appears 
Within the field of the obserreris telescope, again and 
a^n, so tliat subseq uent cromparisons mi^ shew 
.whetlwr any member of the vast host has shifted its 
position in the heavens. When Ihxiressor Chalijs, in 


under the oOdr Adams’ theoretical calcula- 

positiens, extendihif over 
.■‘times. ■■ the.- ■moon’s,. 'bread.th 
On l2th AtWiit, 

■ saW:-.the planet- 

lising it.;': ■ .-that''' tiiere i 

‘ 'there where; hb-.st^r .Biid'' beph.".scen"'-6h’'::00ih'.' 
5e seceud nijght ef If a photograji^fe 



map of this re^ made on 30th July, and 

then a secoiid^ on 12th August, Prpfessor CJhallis 
wohid e^taliily, on comparm^^ the two, have at onco 
deteeted tim stranger six weeks before Dr Galle did. 
l>r Oaliie rii^Givecl tevorricr’s calculations of the pro- 
bable j^aco of the planet on 22d September, and found 
it on tlm 23d, because he had Breniiher’s very accurate 
star-map fp compare tho actual appearance of the 
heavens wdth. Photbgrapbicinapsof theasterisms, taken 
from time to time, will certainly give the astronomer 
the means of iletecring every vagrant body in tho sky ; 
and thatfthe baud is a numerous one, and needs close 
watebjiiig, will 1x3 apparent when it is romernberod that 
the nunil^r of the asteroid planets has been increased 
from four to thirteen, within six years. 

It is already known that the light of some stars is 
different from that of others. A\^oll.nston and Krannhofer 
have shewn that diverse spectra are produced when the 
rays of different stars arc. made to traverse the same 
polarising media. In all probability photography will 
yet affoid the means of eliciting some intVinnatlon coii- 
eerning the cause of this difterence. Materials iniiy bo 
found that will prove themselves sensitive to one kind 
of light and indifferent to others. If cveiy bright star 
does not impress its image niH>n tho same sensitive 
surface with equal degrees of facility, the photographist 
may hereafter be able to ask * questions of nature,* in 
the Baconian senSe, at least w ith more effect than we 
yet can; and he may get answers from the remoter 
heavens that hitherto the nearer shrine of Delphos hiis 
refused to give. 


THK KXrKCTANT. 

WiiB^ a boy I was sent to school in :\ country village 
in one of the midlmul counties. Midvale lay on a gentle 
sloi>c at tlie foot of a lofty bill, round winch tlie tnrn- 
pike-n>ad wound scientidcally to diminish the stoepn\‘ss 
of the declivity; and the London coach, as It sniokcfl 
along the white road regularly at half-past four o’clock, 
with one wheel dnigged, might be tracked for t^vo good 
miles before it crossed the bridge ovc»r tlie brook Iwdow 
and disappeared from sight. ^V"e generally ruslu?d out of 
tlie afternoon school as tho twanging horn of tho guard 
woke up our quiet one street ; and a fortunate fellow I 
alw'a 3 %s thought was Griffith Maclean, our only tlay- 
hoarder, who on such occasions would often eliaso the 
flying mail, and seizing the liaiul of the guard, an old 
servant of his uncle’s, mount on the roof, and ride as 
far ns he chose for the mere trouble of walking ba(.*k 
a.galn. Our school consisted of betw'eon twenty and 
thirty boj's, under the care of a master who knew little 
aud taught still less ; for having three sermons to 
proacli every Sunday, besides two on week-days, he 
had but little leisure to spare for the duties of the 
sohool ; and the only usher he could afford to keep was 
a needy, bnrd-W’orking lad, whose poverty and time- 
worn habiliments deprived him of any moral control 
over the boys. T'his state of things, coupled vrith tho 
nervous and irascible temper of the pedagogue, natu- 
rally produced a good deal of delinquency, which was 
duly scored off on the backs of the ' Offenders every 
morning Thus what we ‘Ranted in 

tuition was flogging ; and if the master w'a.s 

raix!ly in the be made amends for his absence by 
a vigorotiS use of h|s prerogative whfle he was there, 
Griffitli^ncleaii^, who was never present on these oeca- 
sloas; nine o’dodc, was yet our common 

benefret^ Oho ono^^vh^ all our jackets 

a cobbling tailor^ % the village, and got them for a 
trifllhg coat so w'leil lined with old remnanM of a kind 
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I , of felt or serge, for the miinufticture pf w'hidi the place 
; I w:is famous, that we could afford to stantl up without 
I wincing, iind even to laugh through our wry faces 
uniler the instutinal ceremony of caning^ Further, 
(iriffith was the sole means of communication with the 
shopkeepers, and bought our cahes, friiit* and play- 
things, when w^c hud money to spend, and would gene- 
rally contrive to (xmvey a hunch of bread yul cheese 
from home to any starving victim who was condemned 
to fasting for liis transgressions. In return for all this 
sympathy w-e could do no less than relieve Griffith, as 
far as possible, from the trouble and ‘ bother, 7sas he 
called it, of study. We worked his sums regularly for 
days boforehanrl, translated his Latin, and read over his 
lessons with oiir fingers as lie stood up to repeat them 
before the master. 

(iriffi til’s mother was the daugViter of a gentleman 
re.si<ling in the neigblK>urhood of Midvale. Fifteen 
years ago she bad eloj^ed with a young Irish officer — 
:m unprincipled fortune-hunter — who, finding himself 
mistaken in his venture, the od'end^ father having 
vefusod any portion, had at first neglected and finally 
: deserted his wife, who had returned homo with 
i Griflitli, her only child, to seek a reconciliation with 
I lier pai-ents. This Jmd never been conlially granted. 

! The old rnun had other children >vho had not disobeyed 
, him, and to tliera, at his death, he bequeathed the bulk 
; of liis property, allotting to Griffith’s mother only a life- 
' interest in a small estiUo which brought her something 
less than a hundred pounds a year. But the fiiiiiily 
wore M'ealthy, and the fond mother hoj)ecl, indeetl fully 
expected, that they would make a gentle iiiniily provi- 
; sion for her only (^hild. In this exj^iectation Griffith 
was nurtured and bred ; and being reminded evTry day 
that he was born a gentleman, grew up with the notion 
that application anil labour of any sort were unbecom- 
; ing tbe character he w’ould have to sustain. He was a 
; boy of n vertigo natural abilities, and with industry 
. might have (rultivated them to atlvantage; but industry 
: was a jilebeian virtue, which his silly mother altogether 
discoimteuanccd, and withstood the attciiipts, not very 
I ! vigorous, of the schoolmaster to enforce. Thus he was 
' never punished, seldom reproved ; and the fact that be 
j was the solo individual so privileged in a school where 
! both reproof and punishment were so plentiful, could 
not fail of impressing him with a great idea of his own 
j imjKirtiince. Schoolboys are fun<l of spi'culating on 
j their future prospects, and of dilating on the lanci<?d 
: pleasures of manhood and independence, and the de- 
, lights of some particular trade or profession upon which 
i they have set their hearts : the farm, , the forgo, the 
: loom, the counter, the press, the desk, have as eager 
i partisans among the kiiucklers at iaw as among older 
I children ; and w'hile crouching round the dim spark of 
I fire on a wet winter day, we were wont to chalk out 
for ourselves a future course of life when released from 
I the drudgery, as we thought it, of school. Some declared 
! for building, carpentering, fanning, milling, or cattle- 
; breeding ; some were panting for life in the great city ; 

I some longed for the sea and travel to foreign countries ; 
i and some for a quiet life at home amid rural sports and 
: the old family tacos. Above all Griffith Macleau 
s toweretl in unappt'oachable greatness. M shall be a 
I gontlemauv said he; * if I don’t have a commission in 
I tlio army—- which I am not suie I should likCj because 
it’s a bore to be ordered off where yon don’t want to 
go— I shall have an official situation imder government^ 
with next to nothing to do but to see life and enjoy 
myself’ Poor Griffith ! 

Time wore on. One fine morning i waJ packed, 
along with a couple of boxes, on the top of ^ I>ondoii 
coach ; and before forty-eight hafl elapsed, found 
in.ysclf lK>und apprentice to a hard-wbrking if faster' and 
a latoious profession in the heart of London. Seven 


years J served and wTought in acquiring to mid 
mystery, as my indentures termed it, of my trade. 
Seven times in the course of this i>eriod it was my 
pleasant privilege to visit Midvale, where sonie of my I 
relations dwelt, and at each visit I renewed the inti- 
macy with my old schooUellow Griffith. He was 
qualifjslng himself for the life of a gentleman by load- 
ing one of idleness; and I envied him not a little hia 
proficiency in the use of the angle and tbe gun/i»n<l tbe I 
opportunity he occasionally enjoyed of following tlio 
hounds upon a borrowed horfie. At my last visit, at 
the end of iny term of apprenticeship, I felt rather hurt 
at the cold reception his mother gave me, and at tbe 
very haughty, off-hand bearing of Griffith himself; anil 
I resolved to be as independent as he by giving him an 
opportunity of dropping the acquaintance if lie chose. 

1 understood, however, that both he and his motlier 
were still feeding upon expectation, and that they 
hoped ever^^thing from General , to whom appli- 

cation had been made on Griffith’s behalf, as the son 
of an officer, and that they confidently expected a 
cadetship that w^ould open up Die road* to promotion 
and fortune. The wished - for ap]>ointm<Mit did not 
arrive. Poor Griffith’s father had died without leaving 
that reputation beliind him which might have paved 
the way /or liis eon’s advancement, and the applica- 
tion was not complied wdtli. This was a inortitying 
blow to the mother, whose prirle it painfully crushed. 
Griffith, now of age, proposed that they should femovo 
to London, where, living in the very source and centre 
of official appointments, they might bring their influence 
to bear upon any suitable lK*rth that might ho vacant. 
They accordingly left Midvale and came to town, whore^Mi 
they livctl in complete retirement upon a very limited 
income. I met Griffith accidentally after be had been 
in I^mlim about a year. He shook me heartily by 
the hand, was in high spirits, and informed me that ho 
bad at length secured the prqpiise of an appointment 

to a situation in 8 Jlouse, in ease T- , the 

sitting memlicr, sliouhl be again returned for the 
coimty. His mother liad three tenants, each "with a 
vote, at her command; and he w'as going down to 
Midvale, as the election -was shortly coming off, and 
w'ould bag a hundred votes, at least, ho felt sure before 
polling-day. I could not help thinking .as ho ruttleil 
aw’ay that this was just the one thing he was fit 
for. With much of the air, gait, and manners of a 
gentleman, be combined a perfection in the details of 
Addle -faddie and small -talk rarely to be met with; 
and from liaving no independent opinion of his ow’ii 
upon any subject whatever, was so much the better 
qualified to secure the v6i(.‘cs of those who had. Ho 
went down to J^idvale, canvassed the whole district 
with astonisliing success, and had the Jionour of dining 
Avith his patron, the triumphant candidate, at the con- 
clusion of the poll. On his return to town, in the 
overflowings of his joy, he wrote a note to mo expressive 
of his improved prospects, and glorying in the ccrtaijiity 
of at length obtaining an official appointment. I was 
very glad to hear the goial news, but still more sur- 
prised at the terms in which it was conveyed: the 
little that Griffith Inul leanied at school he bad almost 
contrived to lose altogether in the eight or nine years 
that hail elapsed since he had left it. He seemed to 
ignore the very existence of such contrivances as 
syntax and orthography; and X really had grave doubts 
as to whether he was competent to undertake even an 
official situation in S— — House. 

Those ddhbts wore not imm^hately resolved. Metn- 
bersaif parliament, secure in their seats, are not precisely 
so anxious td perform as they sometimes are rei^y to 
promise when their seats seem sliding fhim under tUeniv i 
It was veiy nearly two years before Griffith 
any firuit from his elecMiobeeriuff lalwnit^ durihg wkkilv 
time he had beep leading a life of lomigin|^ dQ^nothing« 
dreamy semi^-consciousncBs, by a 


vlii.;.fdol9Cft-p ■at:'.tli'e::he<id^':^t feif- 

ilife comity, puirlug 4Vt^iial$nie ^rtoiio iisecl him but 
Bcutvily : his mb^ei^s clamoured 

for a reducUon of rent 5 one decain|>ed without payment 
of arrears ; rcji^rs lyere necessary, and had to be done 
and paid fbr. These drawbacks reduced the, small 
iiicome upon which they lived, and sensibly affected 
the outnwd man of the gentlemanly Griffith : ho began 
tovlpok seedy, and occasionally borrowed a few shillings 
of me: when ire casually met, which he forgot to pay. 
I must do him the credit to say that ho never avoided 
me on account of these trifling debts, but with an innate 
frankness characteristic of Iiia boyhood continued tins 
friendship and liis conflclences. At length the happy 
day arrived. He received his appointment, bearing 
the remuneration of Tj. 200 a year, whic'-h lie devoutly 
believed was h.) l(;a,d to somctliing iiiflnitcly greater, 
and called on me on his way to the office where he 
Was to be installed and indoctriniitcd into his function. 

TJie grand object of her life — the settlement of her 
son — thus accomplished, the mother returned to Mid- 
vale, where she shortly after died, in the full conviction 
that Griffith was on the rotwi to preferinent and fortune. 
The little estate—upon the proetjeds of which she had 
frugally nmintaincH:! lierself and son — passed 
death into the hands of one of her brothers, none of 
whom took any further notice of Griffith, who had 
mortally Offended them by bis instrumentality in 
i^turning the old member for the count}'', wlioni it was 
their endeavour to unseat. There is a mystery con- 
nected with Griffith’s tenure of office which I could 
never succeed in fathoming. He held it but for six 
months, when, probably not being competent to kwp 
it, lie Sold it to an advertising applicant, who offered a 
douceur of L.800 for such a berth. How the transfer 
was arranged I cannot tell, not knowing the recondite 
formula in use \ipon tlies^^ occasions. Suffice it to say 
that Griffith liad his L.300, paid his little debts, renewed 
his wardrobe and his expectations, and began to cast 
about for a new patron. He was now a gentleman 
about town, and exceedingly well iio both lobketl and 
acted tlie character : he had prudence enough t6 do it 
upon an economical scale, and though living upon his 
capital, doled it out witli a sparing hand. As long as 
his money lasted he did very well ; but before the end 
of the third year the bloom of hia gentility had worn 
off, and it was plain that he was i)ainfully economising 
the remnant of his funds. 

About this time I happened to remove to a diflerent 
quarter of the metroiwlis, and lost sight of him for 
more than. a year. One morning, expecting a letter 
of soiinG importance, I w'aited for the; postman befose 
waiking to business. Wliat was my astonishment on 
responding personally to his convulsive ‘b’barig/ to 
reot^iso under the gold-banded hat and red -collared 
eo^ of that peripo^tic official the gentlemanly flgure 
and features of my 614 schoolfellow Griffith Maclean! 

f What! Griff?’ I exclaimed; ‘is^it possible?— can 
this be you?’ 

* Well,- said he, ‘I ant inclined to think it is, You 
see, old fcllovr, a man must do something or starre. 
Thif is all I could get out of that shabby ffiUpw T— 
and I sitouid not have got this had I not well worried 
him. He- knows I have no idiitger a rote for the county, 
ftuwctet, I shan^twear this livery long: there are ^>od 
berths enough in the post^ce. If they don’t pretty 
. soon give me something fit for a gentleman to do, 1 
shall ^ anything bStter offers. 

there . Ts'. not mueh'. time fiUowe«l..fbr,. 
talkiS|^^S%t -be'-di^ I * 

. V(||pbnced'V -imd' ;tliese"'Weiie:. :b^ori»- ..long 
: the estabUshment of the Univera^l ifenny-post; 
was for Griffiths vHe swOre he was waife^- 

epff his ilid nothing eazth bdl 


Write lottersl' thnt hb WAS to death by lugging 
f t^em about; that he had ho intention of walking into 
his few the charge of one penny; and, finally, that 
he would have no nrnre of it. Accordingly be made 
Application for promotion on the strcngtl: of his recom- 
mendation, was refused as a matter of course, and 
vacated his post fbr tlie pleasure of a week’s rest, which 
he declared was more than it was lionestly worth. 

By this (time destiny had made me a housekeeper in 
‘ merry Islington and poor Griff, now reduced to his 
shifts, waited on nxr one morning with a document to 
wdiich he wanted my signature, the object of winch was 
to get|)him: into the police force. I'hough doubting bis 
perseverance in anything, 1 could not but comply with 
his desire, especially as many of my neighbours liad 
done the same. The paper testified only as to character ; 
and as Griff was sobriety itself, and as it would liavc 
required considemblo ingenuity to fiaten any vice upon 
him, 1 liiight have been Imrdly justified in refus-iug. I 
represented to him as I wrote my iianic, that should lie 
be successful he would really have an opportunity of 
rising by perseverance in good conduct to an upper 
grade. ‘ Of course,’ said be, ‘ that is my object : it would 
never do for a gentleman to sit down contented as a 
policeman. I intend to rise from the ranks, and I trust 
you will live to sec me one day at the head of the 
force.* 

He succeeded in his application ; and not long after 
signing Ids paper I saw him indued with the long coat, 
oil-cape, and glazed hat of the brotherhood, inarching 

off in Indian file for night-duty to his beat in the H 

Hoad. Whether the night air disagreed with his 
stomach, or whether his previous duty as a postman 
liad made him douhly drowsy, I cannot say, but he ^vas 
found by the inspector on going his rounds? in a position 
too near the liorizontsd for the regulations of the force, 
imd suspended, after repeated transgression, for sleeping 
upon a bench under a covered doorway wlifle ji rob- 
lary was going on in the neighbourhood. He soon 
found that the profession was not at all adapted to his 
iiabits, and liad not power enough over them to subdue 
them to his vocation. Ho lingered on for a few weeks 
under the suspicious eye of autlmrity, and at length 
took the advice of the inspector, and withdrew from 
the fortMi. 

He did not make his appearance liefore me as I 
expected, and I lost sigljt of him for a long while. 
What new shifts and contrivances he had recourse to 
— what various phases of poverty and deprivation he 
became acquaint^ with during the two years that ho 
was absent from my sight, arc secrets which no man 
can fathom. I waa standing at the foot of JJlackfriar’s 
Bridge one morning waiting for a clear passage to cross 
the road, and began rocfchanically reading a printed 
board, offbrihg to all the sons of Adam — wliom, for the 
eaiJCcial i>rofit of the slopaellers, Heaven sendH nnkcMl 
into the world— garments of the choicest broadcloth for 
next to nothing, and ha^l just mastered the whole of 
the largcj-printcd lie, when my eye fell full upon tlic 
bearer of tlie board, whose haggard but still goullemaidy 
fiw;o revealed to me tlie lineaments of my old friend 
Griff. He laughed in spite of Ids rags as onr eyes met, 
and seized my proffbred Jiand. 

* And wliaV toid I, not daring to be Silent, ‘do they 
pay y(fii for this ? ’ 

^ Six shiUings a said Griff, * and that *s better 
than nothing.’ _ 

* Six shiUirtgs and your board of Cdu^ 

VYes, this board’ (tapping the placarded timber); 
* and a confounded Iieavy board it is* Sometimes when 
tlie wind takes it, tbou!^, I’m thinking It will fly away 
with me^to the river, heavy as it is.’ 

* And <Jlycm stamUiero aIm 

nor^^wUen it rains: the wet spoils the print, 
amd we have orders to rim under cover. After one 
o’ciitock I walk about with it wherever I like, and stretch 





tny legs a bit; 4hero *» ftb in it if the 

pajr was ■botter.*; " ■■■■■ 

I left my old playmate better resigped to his lowly 
lot than I thought to have found Mm. It was clear 
that lie had at length found a function for which he was 
at least (lualified; that he knew the fact ; and that the 
knowledge imparted some small spice of ^tisfaction to 
his mind. I am happy to have to state that this was the 
deepest depth to which he has fallen. He has never 
been a sandwich^l am sure indeed he wotilci never 
liave borne it, his heavy board mounted on a 

stout staff, he could imagine himself, as no doubt he 
often did, ii standard-boaret on the battle-fi<?l(l, deter- 
mined to defend Ins colours with his last hreatll; and 
his tall, gentlemanly, and soniewhat ofBccr-like %ure, 
might well suggest’the comparison to a casual spec- 
tator. But to encase his genteel proportions in a 
Surtout of papered planks, or hang a huge W'ooden 
extinguisher over his shoulders labelled wdth coloured 
stripes — it would never have done ; it would have blotted 
out the gentleman, and therefore have w'orn avray the 
lieart of one whose shapely gentility was all that was 
left to him. 

One might have thought, after all the vicissitudes 
ho ]iad passed through, that the soul of GrlfHth Mac- 
lean was (lead to the voice of aiiibition. Not so, 
however. On the first establishment of the street- 
orderlies, tliat chord in his nature spontaneously 
vibrated once again. If he could only get an appoint- 
ment it would he a rise in the social scale — leading 
by degrees — wdio can tell? — to the resumption of his 

original status, or even something beyond I 

hear a gentle knock, a modest, low-toned single dab, 
at tl»c street-door as I am sitting clown to supper, on 
my return home after the fatigues of business. Betty 
ii} ill no hurry to go to the door, as she is poaching a 
couple of eggs, and ptskles licrself upon performing that 
delicate operation in irreproachable style. ‘ Squilsh ! * 
they go one after aru^ther into the saucepan — I hoar it 
os plainly as thougli t wore in the kitchen. Now the 
plates clatter ; Ithe tray is loading; and now the eggs 
arc walking up stairs, steaming under Betty’s > face, 
when Sluir again — a thought, only a thought louder 
than I.K‘forc — at the .street-door. TJie spirit of patience 
is outsid * ; and now Betty runs with an apology for 
keeping him waiting. ‘ Here’s a man wants to sjxjak to 
masU‘r ; says he’ll wait if you are engaged, sir ; he aint 
in no hurry.’ SShew him m and in walks Griff, again 
armed with^a document — a petition for employment 

a street-orderly, with testimonials of good cliaracter, 
honesty, and all that. Gf course I again appen(I my 
signature, without any allusion to the police force. I 
wish Jiiin all success, and have a long talk over jmst 
f-m .and follies, and jwesent hopes and future prospects, 
aiifl the philosophy of poverty and the deceitfulness of 
w(\ Lltl]. AVe part at midnight, and Griff next day gets 
the desider.’ited appointment. 

It is raining hard whilo I write, and by the same 
token I know that at this precise moment Griff in his 
glazed liar, and short blouse, and ponderous mud-shoes, 

ia clearing a ehanuGl for the diluted muck of 0 

Street, City, and dujeting the black, oo2y current by 
the shortest cut to tnb open grating connected with the 
common sower. I am as siire as though I were superin- 
tending iho operation that ho handles his peculiar 
instrument— a sort of hybrid bet^Hjn a hoc aiid a rake 
— witii tlie grace and air of a gentleman— a grace and 
an air proclaiming to the world that thdugh m the 
profession, whatever it may be called, which he has 
assumed, he is not (y'it, and vindicating the Workman- 
ship of nature, wlio, whatever clrcum^anees may have 
compelled him to become, cast him in the mould of a 
gentleman. It is said tliat M London every p«h finds 
ids level. Whether Griffith Maclean, afty all his 
vicissitudes, has found his, I do not j^tend to say. 
Happily for Mm, lie thiidis tliat fiartuxte has done her 


that he is bound to 

at least as he hai May 

the hope stick by him, and give birth to energi^ 
prbdactiye of its realisation I 


SHOET CUTS TO AMEEICA. 

The prodigious progress of steam navigation is daily 
opening Up new views of inaritimo commurioation. 
It is confidently stated, that with the aid of the railway 
across Panama, to be completed next summer, it will 
be possible to reach New Zealand from Liverpool in 
about thirty-four days. Tho Pacific, which Jias hitherto 
heed comparatively untravellcd, will then be opened 
up in all directions to steam transit ; for the Panama 
railroad may be said to bo the key by which that vast 
and placid ocean is to be permiuicntly unlocked. There 
is n. great future for the Pacific and all its islands and 
coasts. The western sea-board of North America will 
in particular and more immediately profit by the 
changes now in course of operation. It will be about 
as easy to reach California from England as it is now 
to get to New Orleans. 

The great movements of the western world arc begin- 
ning to stir men up to consider of means for crossing 
the Atlantic in the shortest possible space of time. 
At present the voyage from Liverpool extends from 
about tfleven to fourteen days, according to tho port to 
}k‘ reached. Halifax, in Nova Scotia, is the nearest 
point aimed at. But the route chosen seems to admit of 
considerable and advantageous variation, Thci voyage 
from Inverpool direct to Halifax possesses the merit of 
being continuous. On settling in a berth in England, 
there is no shifting till wo set foot in America; and 
the comfort of this arrangement will always command 
attention, for nothing worries a traveller so much as 
shifting his person and luggage into new vehicles. In 
this, hmvever, as in all other matters, it may be neces- 
sary to compromise a little, There n ill probably be 
some who will agree to sacrifice tho comlbrt of going 
ill but one vessel, in order to save two or three days in 
point of time. A saving in this respect may be made 
on both sides of tlie Atlantic. Liverpool is not the 
nearest point of the British islands to America; neither 
is Halifax the neart’st point of America. Ireland 
lies nearer America than England, and Cape Breton is 
nearer Europe than Nova Scotia. Eroni Galway, on 
the west coast of Ireland, to Halifax is 2120 miles, and 
to Sydney is 1950 miles. By adopting the shortest of 
these routes, a saving of time will be effected. It is 
therrfore proposed to establish a station for ocean 
steamers at a suitable point on the coast of Galway, 
whence vessels wmuld at once shoot directly across the 
Atlantic— thus avoiding all the entanglements of the 
Channel. A public meeting, we observe, has been' 
held in Dublin to promote transit to America by this 
shortened route, Travellcra will be conveyed by rail 
from London to Ilolyheaid ; tlience by steafcW in four 
hours to Dublin; from which the journey by rail to 
Galway will occupy about half a clay. The inconve- 
nience of these shifts is obvious; but for mails the 
route, with all its changes, is exceedingly appropriate, 
and will at least be Tput to ^he test. Should the 
sUifts prove a serious obstacle, or prevent a paying 
traffic, what is to hinder the west coast of Scotlaiid 
being adop^d for the point of departure aeries the 
Atlantic? Already aline of railw^ is m^e ^ 
miles firm Gla«^w M and if ^ d 
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CniMBBRS’S to journal. 


: :<^ be extended to entire or same other available 
station on tbe west eoast. It is, however, premature 
to consider any such scheme; In all likelihood tlie 
route across Ireland wlU, on various grrounds, meet 
every immeiiiate re^uirCfheht ; and we trust tlvxt it will 
meet with very general support— the improvement of 
the coun try ill rough wliich it passes bciiig in itself an 
object of no mean conconi. 

Of fee practi^^^ inakiiiff Cape Breton the 

"statiott of arrival in America little is known on this 
side of the Atlantic*. The circumstance of Capo Breton 
being an island has hitherto stood in the way of any 
consideration of the subject. The time would aj^ear 
to have come when nothing is to be left uninvestigated. 
Sydney, the chief town and port in Cape Breton, in 
public meeting assembled, has put forward its claim as 
n transatlantic packet- station. From the port there 
is to be a railway throiigii the island to the Gut of 
Oanso ; that narrow channel — only a mile and a half 
broad— is to be bridged by a floating platform for car- 
riages, as is now done at the Firth of Tay ; and leaving 
gained the mainland, the ciirriages would jaiss on by 
rail— on the one hand toAvards Canada, and on the othei 
towards the United States. We confess that this design 
is rather taking, Avhon a matured consideration is given 
to all the relative circumstances. There are jwinta in 
Cape Breton nearer to Europe tluin Sydney, but 
objections as regards their approaohabloness in all 
seasons can be stated against them. Of all the }iorts 
in this quarter of the American sea-boar<l, Sydney is 
most free of fogs and floating ice. Suppose a^steamcr 
to run at art aA'orage speed of iJOO miles per day, 
Sydney can be reached trom Gahvay in Ireland in six 
days twelve liours, and Halifax in seven days two 
hours. This does not leav'e much time in favour of 
the former, reckoning the few hours that Avill require 
to be consumed by rail and the passage across the 
Gut of Canso, But Sydney is alleged to have the 
fidA^antagc of accessibility, and to be preferable as a 
coaling station. Let us bear what is said by the com- 
mittee appointed at the above - mentiohoa meeting. 
If it bo assumed that a large steamer goes at the rate 
of 300 miles a day, she would consume 700 tons of 
coal from Galway to New^ York. ‘ If the vessel made 
Sydney a i)ort of call, 500 tons oiily w'oukl suffice: she 
would consequently lum: room to bring out an addi- 
tional freight of 200 tons of goods, w hich, at L.7 per ton, 
would be L. 1400 sterling clear gain to the oAvners or 
charterers, as the case may be. On the vessers arrival 
hote, the passengers may proceed by railAA'ay, whilst 
the vessel can take in n sufficiency of coal to carry her 
to Now York and back to Sydney — say 500 tons — a 
further supply of 500 tons will be required for the 
return voyage to Galway. The 700 tons necessary fc^ 
ihe return voyage will cost at Sydney L.3r>0; if pur- 
cliaaed in New Ywk, it wrould be L.1050, making a 
saving by calling at Sydney to coal of L.7p(>; this 
added to L.l;400 additional freight ihrned AA i II make a 
,clcar gain of L.21 00 sterling upon one complete voyage 
from Galway to NeSv York and back via Sydhejv any 
additional freight shipped at New York not inciuded. 
Ck>^8equ^Uy a steauKT mjaking aix A’^oyages in the 
mpiftiu via Sydney would earn at least L.1 2,000 
m^ tban if she went by the preacut direct route to 
and i^m New York.’ 

.^VU this nuiy bo regards comparison with 

Ncav York, but not JO. d the difl^'rcnce would 

be as reganfe out of view, .we 

pap on tovidjia be a bighly-favotitablo 

" ' *•'■** ' ^ '*^ney its eligibility as a ;^rt 
n for to Cimiwla. ^ ^Tb© 

i; of abigrants embarked at ' 

idm Uat y<^ tobe 103,000; j 

and^i Has been aiim ask^ed that the deprivatiotk 


siifibrings of these unfortunate people ^Vheggar belief; ” 
it has been compared to the “ slaver’s middle ijassage.” 
No qAie^ion .cuH exist that large. nuinl)crs of persons 
coo^d up in any ordinary passenger-ship— no matter 
how well regulated— must, on a tedious voyage of six 
or eight Aveeks’ duration, undergo great Buffering. 
When the A'oyage is extended beyond this period, and 
the emigrant is in one of those crazy old ships of which 
so many haA’:o run into Sydney in distress, it becomes 
perfectly •liorrible, and common Immunity suggests 
some other means of transport. It has l>een proposed 
to employ large and powerful steamers to supersede 
the sailing A’^esselfi entirely: tliose running to the North 
Aincxfcan possessions in six or seven days Avould ilo 
so effbetuaUy. So safe and rapid a passage cannot 
anyw'here else be accomplished, as a mere glance at the 
position of Capo Breton on the map of North America 
must convince the most superficial observer. It could 
not l)e more favourably situated, being at the utnu.st 
AA'itliin tAvo days by steam of nil the following juwts: — 
St .Fohn’s, Quebk, Charlottetown, Prince l*;dward 
Island, I'ictou, Halifax, Shodinc, Richibucto, Miraraiclii, 
the Bay ot'Chivleur, and all the other ports of the cido- 
nies bordering on the Gulf of 8t Lawrence. Immi- 
grants usually come out during tlie summer inoutli.s — 
that is, from April to November — Avhen llie harbour of 
Sydney, ns well as ail the i)0rts and rivers in the gulf 
are open. The entire absence of fog is an ijnportant 
consideration for a vessel making the land croAviled 
Avilh hundreds of human beings; whilst the siitcty and 
rapidity of the voyage must induce many to (unigrato 
who huA'c hitherto been deterred by tlie barbarities and 
Biiflerings attendant on an ordinary sailing passage, 
an<l the mimeroiis accidents Avliich liavt*, st'ason after 
soa^ion, always occurred on tlie coasts of Amerjca. 
If Sydney Avere nmdo the port of call for tliost^ A^e.ssels, 
any pa8.scngers, mails, or freight, for ports in N<na 
Scotia, New BrnnsAvick, or rrince Edwartl Island, 
might l»c fonvardeil by one or two snmllcr steamers 
employed for that purpose, whitdi Avtmid 1)(‘ also ttscf'ul 
in securing return passengers and fivight, Avhilst the 
larger vessel proceeded onward to Quebec AvitU the 
great bulk of her itasseugers and cargo. A great saving 
both of fuel and time would be secured by a(l(»pting this 
method. Assuniing that a steamer, tis lias lK‘en before 
statCHl, consumes 700 tons of coal on a voyage froTti 
Galway to Qilcliec or New York, she Avill require only 
500 tons to bring her to Bydney, and consequently 
can carry at least 300 emigrants additional; Avhich, 
at L.7 per head, Avouh! make the proceeds of the 
\oysige L.21(K) over and above those of any direct 
voyage. Besides, on her return, say tVom Quel)ec, fuel 
Avould be laid in at Sydney t»t 10». per ton, Avhilst at 
Quebec it AAmuldAH>st 20s. per ton. It is therefore 
evident that by making Sydney a port of call, a vessel 
employed during the summer months, and making six 
voyages to Qiiebee,wimld earn L/1 5,000 over and above 
any similar vessel going direct from Ireland to Qiiehc'c 
or New York. It is also an important consuleraiiou 
in connection AAith steam navigation to Quebec, tbat 
Hydney is oi)en earlier in the spring and later in the 
fall than any of the ports higher up the Gulf of St 
Lawrence. Another object of paramount importance 
the Sydney route Avill secure:— Tclegmpluc lines av ill 
be established ip the course of the present summer 
between Sydney an4 ITctou in Nova Scotia, Avhere 
continuous lines of tolc^apb are already in oi>eration ; 
so that at least Oight months in the year the 
European hews reafilnrig Hydney in six and a half days 
frcmi Galway, may l>0 telegraphed to all parts of the 
Americaii continent felly twen^ in adA'anco 

of that forAVawled by any other route, whilst much later 
intellJga^ r:an*be sent oh to Europe by any United 
States Burner wdien coaling here. To h Hteamer from 
Uiuebec it would inttdligence forty-eight hours later 

than any she coiild carry from that port.’ 
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Hero SvG may stop. The subject is of vast piiblie 
ronceiTi, oucl no doubt will engage serious attention. 
'J'lie foregoing hints, tiiercforc, as opening tile way, may 
not be altogether useless. 


MU BULL AND HIS KELATIONS. 

'Wfi moan tlio real origiiiril Mr Bull, not the ineta- 
I)liorie.'il ruminant, nlthough the latter wc arp in hopes 
j will find &(>mc interest in our mention of his prototyjK', 

' and his flourishing and widely-spread family and clan. 
The genus Bos lias a now and iiitelligeiit hiiltorian in 
^Ir George Vasoy ainl llie great Anglo-Saxon >reed, 
of the genus Homo, will find from his delineations iliat 
they have no oeeasion to blush for their mythical 
descent. The bull — bison — buiralo, and numerous con- 
geners, have all a fundamental moral character, as well 
as a family resemblance, although both these are 
modified by the exterual circumstances of climate and 
habitat, and by the inthieiice of civilisation. It is 
eas}- to uiidcrstiind, taking the tribe ii\, the aggregate, 
that the metaphorical John Bull is a heavy but saga- 
i eioMs fellow, with a l»ard and foriuidahle head of b.is 
<.»wn, <locilc if well used, but surly withal, and some- 

I limes Kiiv:ige ; and that when he and his friends are 
, cjiico determined upon a. curebr, and set out full sijcod, 

; shoulder to shoulder, there is no such thing as sU>]>ping 

i tljcm. -riic late census gives us an account of the. j 
; popiilalion of fhh family ; but the numbers of the ox 
! tribe iu Groat Britain do not seem to liave Iwen 
I t liken since bSJS, in which year they imiouiited to 

The utility of the tribe to mankind occupies an 
I interOvSting section in tlic volume, by winch we perceive 
! that there is not one particle of the lingo carcass tlmt 
i is not turned to economical account. The bide is still 
ined in Amenca, Irelfmd, and • Wales, to cover the 
i wicker -boats called in the last -mentioned country 
i coraeU^s ; at tlie Capo it is made into shields and 
i targets, hard enough to resist a musket-ball ; and for 

II covering travelling -trunks, and making boots, .shoes, 

! harness, vie. its uses are well known ; as likewise those 
j of tlie skin of llic calf for bookbinding uwd vellum, 
i * The short hair is visotl to stuff siuldles and other 
j articles; also by bricklayers in the uit.viiig up of eertiiiii 
I kinds of mortar. It is likewise frequently used in the 
I manuring of land, 'rhe huf/ hair from the tail is used 
i for stuilbig chairs and cushions. The hair of the bison 
j is spun into gloves, stockings, and garters, wdiich are 
I very strong, and look as well as those made of the 
I finest sheep’s wool: very beautiful cloth has likewiae 

been manufactured from it. The Esquimaux convert 
the skin covering the tail into caps, which are so con- 
trived that the long hair falling Over their faces defends 
them from the bites of the mosquitoes." The horns 
(and our author might have added, the lioofa) are 
made into combs, a substitute for glass 5u lanterns, 
knife and unibrella handles, and other articles of the 
kind, spoons, i>owder-flasks, driuking-horus, &c, * The 
interior or core of the horn is boiled down in w'ater, 
when a lai'ge quantity of fat rises to the surface-r-this 
is s(dd to the makers of yellow soup. The liquid itself 
is used as a kind of glue, and is purchased by the cloth- 
dreSsers for stiffening. The bony substance wdiich 
rcm.^m8 behind is ground down, and sqld o thafanners 
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for manure. Besides these various panoses to which 
the different parts of the horn are applieih the chlpphip 
w'hlch arise in comb-making arc sold to tho; fiumcr ior 
manure at about one shilling a bushel. In the first 
year after, are spread over the soil tliey have 
comparatively little eftbet; but during the next, four 
or five their efficiency is considerable. The shavings, 
which form the refuse of llio lantcrn-miikcr, are of a 
much tlnnuer texture. Borne of them are cut into 
various figures, and' painted, *md used ns toys; for they 
curl up when placed in tho i>alm of a warm hand. But 
tho greater part of these shavings arc sold also for 
manure, which, from their extremely thin and divided 
form, produce their full effect upon the first crop.’ 
The* feet are ustjd to make neats -foot-oil ; the skin, 
horns, Iiools, and cartilages, for glue ; the blood in tlie 
formation of ma.«!tic, in refining sugar, oil, 11 . 0 . and as a 
manure for fruit-trees. The gall cleanses woollen 
garments and removes s mins ; the snet is manu- 
factured into candles: the tfomach is hoilerd into the 
well-know n article of food ejilled tripe ; the excremen- 
titious laatterri are used for ihanure; and tlie bones 
as a substitute tor ivoi*y, and for various other purposes. 
If to these, and other matters not. worth particularising, 
we add the llcsli and the milk, w e shall have the entire 
animal chawed by bis allegorical representative. 

Before ^his analytical process has been performed, 
however, and when the animal is alive and on its legs, 
it is A useful :ind (kx ile friend, but a formidable eiieiny, 
of ivliieh various instances are given. The Aiiiencan 
congeiKT, tlie bison, rushes onwards in such headlong 
trtM^lJs, that the natives destroy them in great numbers 
by training them in their career to a precipice. ‘ Wlien | 
the. Indians determine to dt^stroy bisous in this w.mv, j 
one of their swiftest -footed and most active young men | 
is selected, who is disguised in a bison skin, having j 
the head, ears, and horns, adjusted on his own liead, so 
as to make the deception very complete; and tiins 
iwcoutred, he stations himself between the bison herd 
and some of the precipices, whicli often extend lor 
Bcvenil miles along the river.s. The Indians surround 
the herd a.s nearly as possible, whtm, at a given signal, 
they shew themselves, and rush forward with loiul 
yells. The animals being alarmed, and seeing iio w ay 
open bnt in the tlirect'uni of the disguised Indian, run 
tow-anls liim ; and he, taking to liight, dashes on to the 
Iireoipice, where he suddenly secures liirnself in some 
i previously -ascertained crevice. The I'oreniost of the 
lierd arrives at the brink — there is no p<)ssibility of 
ix*trc?at, no ehauee of escape; the foremost may, for an 
instant, shrink w ith terror, but the crowd Iwliind, who 
are terrified by tlic approaching hunters, rush forw^arxl 
wilh increasing impetuosity, and the aggregate force 
hinds them successively into the gulf, where certain 
death awaits them. 

The gyall of the Chittagong Mountains, resembling 
a wild buffalo, is taken in a intujh more aniiable manner 
by the natives, who are called Kookios- ‘On dis- 
covering a herd qf wild gyalls in the jungles, they 
prepare a number of Iialls, of the size of a man’s head, 
composed of a particular kind of eartli, salt, and cotton. 
They thou drive their tame gyalls tow'ards the wnlti 
ones, wlien the twxj lierds soon meet, and assimilate 
into one — tho males of the one attaching themselves to 
the females of the other, and vice versa. The Kookies 
now scatter their balls over such parts of the jungle as 
they think tlie herd most likely to pass, and w^atch its 
motions. The gyalls, on meeting tliese balls as they 
pass along,* are attracted by their np|>earauce ami 
smelL and bogiu to lick them with their tongues; ahcl 
relislimg the taste of the salt, mid the particular ear^i 
composing them, they never quit the place ufitfi afi 
the halls are consumed. The Ko(.>kie8 having ojtssoryed 
the gyalk to Iiave once tasted their ball», pre|Mire u 
stifficieni supply of them to answer tlie intend^ pur- 
X> 0 Be, and as the gyalls lick them up, they throw dowii 
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; ftni it is to preyeilt tlieir being so re^ily 
destroyed thn* the cotton is niiked with the earth and 
the salt. This prowsss goes on for thw 

changes of the moon, pr for a month and a half, during 
whit:h time the gyalls am always 

together, licking the decoy-balls ; and tlie Kookie, after 
the first day or two being so, makes his^ppear- 

anPe, at such a dlstiince as not to alarm the wnd ones. 
By degieeB he approacl^ nearer and nearer, until at 
sight of him has become so familiar that he 
can advance to stroke his tame gyalls on the back and 
heck Without frightening away the "wild ones. He 
next extemis his hand to them, and caresses them also, 
at the same time giving them plenty of his deeoy-jballs 
to lick. Thus, in the short space of time mentioned, 
he is able to drive them, along with the tame ones, to 
his parrah, or village, without the least exertion of 
force; and so attached do the gyalls become to tlic 
parrah, that when the Rookies migrate from one 
place to another, they always find it necessary to set 
fire to the huts they .are about to abandon, lest the 
gyalls should return to them from the new grounds/ 

A more summary, and much more Avonderful process 
is mentioned by Mr CatUn— that of merely breathing 
into the nostrils of a young bison. ‘I have often,* 
says he, *in concurrence with a known cinstom of the 
country, held my hands over the eyes of tlid calf, and 
breathed a fe^v strong breaths into its nostrils; after 
which I have, with my hunting companions, rode 
several miles into our encampment, Avith the little 
prisoner busily following the heels of my horse the 
whole way, as closely as its instinct would attach it to 
the company of its dam. * I^'st this breathing may 
aeein to the reader to resemble the process of putting 
salt on a bird*s tail, it is necessary to mention, that 
wdien a female bison is slain, the young one rcnniins 
by licr side, careless of the approach of the hunter. 

The kyloc, or Highland ox, is supposed to he merely 
a variety of the famous Chillingham white cattle. 
The imtamableness of the latter is considered by Mr 
Vasey to be nothing more than a myth ; and he 
assures us that the circumstance of their { •eing ‘inva- 
riablj^ white is simply owing to the care that is taken 
to destroy ail the calves that are born of a different 
descri|ition ! ' 

We have said enough to shew the nature of the 
popular matter interspersed in a scientific book; and 
we may conclude wdth observing, th.at the celebrated 
des Vaches* is merely a sentimental song sung 
by the Swiss cowherds, or played on the bagpipes 
while watclung their cattle on the mountains. Even in 
the time of Itousseau, the marvellous effects of this 
air bn expatriated Swiss were lost, the i»eople having 
lost their taste for the simple pleasures it recalled. Tlie 
fouric ha^ no force but in association, being in its^df 
tamo and meaningless; and the vrords liave a little 
imire stupidity tlmn sentimental songs in general, 
lir Vasey treats us with a poem, wdiich he calls an 
‘ ImitatioiV but Avhieh, fortunately, has no resemblance 
eifiicr in Ideas or forms of expression. For our own 
part, as tlie gods have not made us poetical, we shall 
have better fiance of success ; and the following, 
being rendered as literally as the exigence of the 
riiyme J^rmitted, wiU be found, w^e fiatter ouiiselves, 
nearly as W 

Oh, when 4ifall I behold once more 
.■ .,!the unfot|bUsniovoi of yomir- . . ■ ^ 

■ ■ ■■ ■ 

see my - Viini8h*d '■ hosjl^ bijtce ' more, ' ■ ; : ' ■ : 

ail thc/deathiess iover'bf-j^^ 


My father, mother, bro ther tall. 

My sister hind, lambs tended well- 
And her, the dearest of them all, 
My gentle Isabelle 1 


THINGS TALKED OF IN LONDON, 

1851. 

Taxk nt^ present and of late has been <:k omnibus 
i r^Aws ; so much so, that it would not be easy to pick 
out any subject as the special one, as you may judge 
from the, summary which here awaits you. Among 
one set you wdll heiir the announced closing of the 
Exhitlition on the llth October canvassed pretty fVeely : 
for some it is too early; for others, too late ; while others 
would not have it closed at all. Tlie granting of medals 
to all the cxliibitors is not relished by those wdio hoped 
to realise exclusive distinctions in their own j)ersons, 
and is relished by n large number who, having done 
their best to make a creditable display, are naturally 
gratified that their endeavours should bo recognised, 
and that they >vill be able to possess and hainl doivn to 
posterity a disd of metal in evidence of tlicir prowess in 
the field of industry. Tlie giving of medals for services 
rendered in bringing together hundreds of thousands of 
men to shake hands instead of to fight, Avill be some- 
thing new in the history of the Avorld. *J1ien, again, 
surprise is expressed that no public annonncenient has 
yet been made of the awairds of spcxual mcdala, and 
some unruly discontent on. this point refuses to be 
appeasedi The surplus, too, is a cause of ivonder : 
what is to be done with it ? And how wdll the Execu- 
tive Committee be rtnvarded? Are they to he knighted, 
promotwl, or ixjnsiohed ? It is already known that 
one of them is to go out as governor of Malta as soon 
as he Ciiii get awhy from his duties, and if this be his 
recompense, what are the others to liave ? Tims you see 
that w o arc not free from vexed qiujstions in Exhibiiioa 
matter.^. 

An invention by Captain Groetaefs of the Belgian 
engineers has been lately tested at Woolwich. It is a 
simple means of aseertaiiiing the distance of anyobjec i 
against ivliicli operatitms may have to bo directed, and 
is composed of a staff about an ineb square and throo 
feet in length, Avitli a brass scale on the u})por side, and 
a «lule, to wiiich is attached a pl.ate of tin six iuchca 
long and three wide, painted red, Avith a white stripe 
across its centre. A sirnihir pinto is heM by an assis- 
tant, and is coTjner tod Avitli the instrument by a fine 
Avire. When an obsorv.'ition is to be taken, the observer 
looks at the distant object througli a glass fixed on tlie 
left of the scale, and adjusts the strijicd i)lutG liy means 
of the slide,; the assistant nlso IcMiks througli his glass, 
standing a few ieet in advance of his juincipal at the 
end of the av ire, and us soon as tlie two adjustments 
arc eficcted and declared, llie distance is road off on tlie 
scale. Ill the three trials rnacl<? at Woolwdeh tlie distance 
in one case, although more than 1000 yards, avus dcler- 
unned va thin two inches; and in two oUut attempts, 
within a foot. It is obvious that such an instrument, 
if to be depended on, will admit of being applied to 
other than military surt'cys and oi»erations, and may 
be made useful in the civil service. 

There is another contrivance,, described by the in- 
veritot, Mr Waite, as ‘An Instrument for applying Elec- 
tric Heat in Denial Operations,’ which merits notice. 
Its production is the result of an idea that ‘ electric 
heat yrould come to l>e used in surgery, and also for 
Timny purposes in domestic arrangements.* The ap- 
paratus consists of a cylindrical ivory holder, diminishtxi 
at ode end, where a curved Iwjak or point of platinum 
is insci|gdj fmd cohneeted wi a Grove** battery of 
eight cefa ^hy two copper wires, which w are in 
communftation with tlie platinum point. A spring 
attached to the cylinder affords the means of making or 
hreaklag the galvanic circuit at pleasure. As soon ns 


contact is the platinum point becomes heated, 
anti i» then ready for the dentist’s work. ‘ I am 
enabled,* says the inventor, ‘tc) use it for many pur- 
poses — niunely, to evaporate quicksilver from cements, 
and render them mucJi less injurious to teeth than they | 
oilierwise would bo ; also where too great sensitiveness 
exists, and which prevents the operator from removing j 
tlie caries; where gums have receded, and left the 
necks of teeth higlily sensitive to the toudi;’ in short, 
in nearly all remedial operations on the teAh. ‘The 
electric heat,’ he continuos, ‘ retains its force diffe- 
rently to all other heat which can be applmd to the 
luouih ; the platinum wire can be placed, wUhout the 
patient being aware of it, near the part afiected| heat 
cun be proEluced almost momentarily, and suddenly 
deadened ; and, as a most surprising phenomenon, and 
one which has surprised me very much, in patients of a 
liiglily-nervous temperament, where I have expected 
much suffering, none has been endured on its applica- 
tion. In many cases it will be found equally elficacious 
when holding it near tlio teeth, as if they were touched 
by it. Cure must bo taken not to continue its appli- 
cation too long, us it will burn up and liockon the part 
it touches.* 

Mr Hay, under the auspices of the Admiralty, 
is experimenting on galvanism as a moving power 
instead of steam for auxiliary screw -vessels belong- 
ing to the governnient. The machinery is to be k‘.ss 
complicated, less bulky, and consequently Jess heavy, 
than that used for steamers, wlicreby greater space 
wdll ho left for liortli.? and stowage. As aea- water 
is used for the battery, the cost is said to be but 
trilling. Jn addition to this, it appears tliat by a modi- 
hcatioii of Davy’s princii»l(*, Mr Hay has succeeded in j 
preventing the corrosion of ships’ copper. To talk of 
tlie Admiralty wiiliout thinking of dockyards would 
not be logical ; hence the fact comes up that 28,926 
jKirsoiis, nil lives and foreigners, visited Woolwich Do<!k- 
yiird during tlie moutlis of May, June, and July, of the 
present year, and not fewer than 14,327 in one single 
week of August. The number that ‘ visited and jiassed 
tlirough the avenues’ of Greenwich Hospital in the 
same three months was 203,1 71 —more tliaii double the 
sum of thos<3 last year. It is stated also that in 1850 
there were 221,119 visitors to Hauiptoii Court, of whom 
58,164 belonged to the mouth of July ; and to the 
magnificent gardens at Kew 179,627. When all the 
facts iind n'sults shall be published for the present ! 
year, wc shall have ii largo and interesting addition 
to the data, of various socdal phenomena. Among these 
the Post-Office is highly in\ix)rtaut: the returns for 
1850 shew that the number of letters delivered in 
tilt* ITnitcd Kingdom during the twelvemonlli was 
34 7, 000, 000, at a cost of L.2, 204,684 ; while in 1839 
the cost of delivering 75,000,000 only was L.2, 339, 737 
— so that, as is said, we now get five letters for the 
former expense of one. In how far railways have con- 
tributed to this result may be judged of from the 
fact, that ill January last one day’s mail -transport 
on railways and their branches was 17,246 miles. 

'J’he electric telegraph is stretching into Hungary, as 
reiidy to fiash Magyar signals as to speak English. 
The Great Western Company at last are going to extend 
Iheir wires, and bring London into communication 
with Exeter and Plymouth — an undertaking of some 
importance, seeing that the latter is the port for India 
packets. The W'ork is to lie done by the Telegraph 
Company, who have just ‘ reinsulated’ the wires on the 
London, Liverpool, and Manchester lines. Altogether, 
they have now 970 miles' in hand, whieli, w'heii fixed, 
ihey will keep in order at a ^fixed rental ’--an mran^ 
ment preferred by several rail Way compaEios tithat of 
having tlie maintenance of the telegraph enrire^ Under 
their own charge. Apropos of railways, they i^ve been 
feelingly talked about: competition is telling on some of 
them. Certain shareholders of one of our metropoUtan 


lines, who refused last year a dividend of e sbihing a- 
share, have not been able to exeitise ihat hjetaiw^ 
privilege this year, for the shilling had dwindled down 
to tlireepence. Directors might always insure and 
moderate dividends if they would; but as yet they have 
missed {he true and permanent way of so doing, and 
yet tltt way is not a difficult one, as I may shew you 
BO!ne Ay. Sweden and Norway are about to try theit 
liands at railway enterprise : a small party of engineers 
is now at StocMiolm contriving all the prelimmaries. 
If the foreigners send here for rails and locomotives, ^ve 
can throw them a good lump of experience into the 
bargain. 

The ‘London and South-Western Railway Company 
are Interesting themselves in a friendly society, estab- 
lished among the men employed on their line, which 
affords ‘a provision for Bui)port, medical attendanc^e 
during sickness, and a small payment to representatives 
in the case of death.’ To this society the proprietors 
are contributors to the extent of L.150 per annum. It 
is in a sound condition, answers its purpose well, and 
numbers about 1000 members. It is desirable that, in 
accordance with the general W'ish and the original 
intention, there sUoulil be added to this society a 
provision for sux)erannuation. It is also desirable 
tliat not only the workmen, but the offietTS and clerks 
emi)loyed'*by tliis company, should he brought within 
a superannuation arraiigement. The funds for these 
purjioses must be, in iiriucixilc, self-supporting; but 
the diretdors ai'e of opinion that it will Ixi both expe- 
dient and fair that the proprietors should aid the efibrts 
of the staff*. The provision against n.ccidciits, fiital or 
IHsrmanontly injurious, would appl}' espceiiilly to that 
class of porsoriH employed about the trains. . Tlio num- 
ber of persoOvS in the service of the company is 1300, to 
whom L.60,(K>C) are paid yearly as wages. The amount 
each man w^ould liave to pay is 3j^d. per 'week, wliercby 
L.lfiOp would be raised annually. The company liavc 
vote<l L.IOOO towards a supcTarin nation fund. feimiJur 
arrangeinonts on other lines are said to bo working 
satisfactorily. 

Talking of railways reinimls me that certain canal 
owiers, finding the iron liigliway i)rc)udicial to their 
watery one, have excogitated ways and niejuis to acce- 
lerate their traffic. They have had a canal steamer 
built at Bristol, which by tugging is to supersede 
horses’ towing. A good deal of ingenuity is displayed 
in the construction of the vessel : the engine is compact, 
and moves an improved propeller by direct ludion ; 
and witli all her crew and stores on board draws 
but 3 feet 9 indies of water. The iiropeller, known 
as Griffith’s, is dissimilar to those in ordinary use, in 
■which the blades, broad at the extremity, are narrow 
at the middle ; for it * has its centre formed into a sphere, 
one-third or more of tlie entire dijuneter of the pro- 
pMler, with the bliules narrower at their oxtreuiities, i 
gradually growing wider up to their junction with the 
sphere. With tlie ordinary screw the ■w^ater is drawn 
tlirough the central iiortion and driven outwards with 
great velocity,, at right angles, by the centrifugal 
action of the blades, consuming about 25 per cent, of j 
tlio total power in destroying the effective action of 
the screw blades upon the water. In Griffith’s patent, 
on the coutraiy, the sphere causes the water to coine 
in the right direction on the widest and most effective 
portion of the blades, when^ they lay hoW of and drive 
it away in a direct line with the vessel’s course, by 
which means all commotion of the water is prevented ; 
— an iuvalunblo result for canal navigation.’ The 
actioi^of the propeller helps keep the channel free 
from weeds. The speed attained against the stream of 
tlie Thames was four miles an hour; do«blc-r-so the 
report states— that of horses. If so, and ^ the tiost is 
less, lang^shing canals may begin to locdc up agi^u. 

Besides these matters, a good deal of tidk has been 
expended about tlie open -sided ommbntesivhi^^h^ 
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; '■■.■■ivhicibi- ; ^.■; ■ apMmeus' ^ of.- what: 

ai^hi^tute 

lloapitiif^to the 
to bo an additional 
; ground for us ‘ in populous 

^ cUy N are used in the construction 

of this bridge. -A casing of cast-iron is midc to rest on 
» foundation of piles, and fined up inside with concrete, 
ai&d rUiai^ till of the proper height. In this way it 
apj.je^8 tliat eswdi pier cun be built up at loss than the 
expense of a cofTor-daui. 

And about, also, a scheme for supplying Madrid with 
wator» wliieU is to cost L.800,00<), and give eiuploynient 
to a little’ British talent. And more especially about 
Mtjjor Kawlinson’s deciphering and interpretation of one 
of Mr Lay m^rs inscriptions. Tiiis is a really interesting 
.RubjtH,'t. major, who, as you know, is a most able 
pliiloJogist and reader of cuneifornt and other Jlastem 
wri lings, has ascertaiiied that the Sennacherib men- 
tioned in Scripture was the builder of the great pahice 
at Koyunjik^ and consequentiy is able to itssigii a date 
to the erection, whujh will aid materially in t^earirig up 
the hiFtory of AssyrSjui antiquities. lie has further 
foUncL itome account of the war between tlii.s monarcdi 
tfud j^ijmkiali, and a statement of tjUe tribute paiil b}" the 
ctmoam^d king exactly correspouding with that in the 
iiibUn The nanies of persons ami places are no accurately 
given as ^ leave no doubt of the fact. Jerusaleiii is 
yt^nU^ii^/^T^rmlmiaa ; dudea, Yafivila; and Ilexekiah, 
l^haz^y<tkH, What if there should he furtlmr dis- 
covered some record of Sennacherib’s second siege of 
, Jcfusaiem, and the minmulpus deatnietiou of his army! 
Major RawUnson says One of the most hitercating 
maitera cpimocted wdth this discovery of the identity 
of the Assyrian Ichigs is the prospect, amounting 
v ^ a certainty, that we must have in the bos: 
of Kborsabad and Koyunjik represcnUitions from 


; ; of contemporary artists, not only of Barnaria, 

rSut of tliat Jmrusalein which contained the Temple of 
BUlomon. i have already identified the BimiarUans 
among ^the gi\ui])s of captives iKjrtraycd upon the 
marbles of KUorsab;id ; and when I shall have accurately 
hntrm^tho locality oft lie diiffcrent ba.s- reliefs that have 
been brought fVom Iloyuiyik, I do not doubt but that I 
shall be able to point t>ut the bauds of Jewish maidens 
who w'tjre delivered ‘1»/Bcunacherib, and perhaps to 
distiugiMi^b tlie portraitulhu of the hxmiblcd Hezeklali/ 
tliat travellmg haf become a with 

almost every one, atiytlung relating to tm veiling facili- 
; be talked about, and sometimes MitU the 

eSbet of cojlVertlng talk into real enterprise. Of courtie 
you kno^ that since California became in request the 
3 *butes'^r crosaiiig the Isthmus of Panama liave been 
xliscussed over and over agaiii by all sorts of x>cople 
and in all sorts of places. Onp route was best ; 
anotlier was the shortest ; another impracticablerr-the 
latter being motie jmrticularly 8ai<l the Nicaragua 
ioatp. An American company liave, howeyor, just 
jiroved to the contrary i by the aid ofihules and steam- 
T)oat» ;thcy pa^ two hundred paasengors ’ftom 

: the iiPaciftc ;to the Atlantic in tbirty^two h6nr$. With a 
new steamer, named after our minister at. Wasbing^iUy 
timy worked 

climbing ra^S consider instiitnbantable, 

■■ andtbtt8^i^|jed:ihe of ■.practicability^imi^^^^^ ; 

■ first 

■■ Tlie .misg^b&ht : 
the'-pbsiien- ' 

r^ra ; and /jit is iiot di&fcuit ^ tiwtt inbd^d 

rej^bUcahs wUl l^ tmpted^ down in 


^mislng localities, atid get gold in other ways tlioii 
otiiof Callforhimi rocks. Whether Knglund is to have 
a j^are in the carrying-trade across this route remains 

•.■t6'^bO',ficCh.' /■/■■ 

/ tljjs is the revival , of a great 

project wldcli I mentioned to you Some time ago, as 
yml will perhaps reniomber~^a railway from Calais to 
Moolthn. This has now come up again in a bolder and 
more oxplicU form. From London to Calcutta is to bc^ 
but a sovcii days* journey ! Think of that, and remcraber 
Dominic, Sampson's exclamation. However, when you 
consider Jliat Calcutta in a direct line is not imicli 
farther off than New York, it ceases to be so very sur- 
prislifg. Of course you know liiat the first part of llie 
overland route is ,from Calais to MarscillcH, and fj-oni 
thence to Alexandria by steamboat. The latter is to 
be changed by the new scheme; tlie steamers are to 
miike for the Orontes instead of tliC Nile, and a rail- 
road 000 miles long is to be tnade from the nciglibourljood 
of Antioch to Busra — the Bassora of tlie Arabian 
NightI* — at tlie head of the I'ersian Gulf, wliidi would 
leave a much shorter sea- voyage to Bombay tliaii the 
prest'iit one from Suez. But ilic grand object is to 
avoid the sea altogether ; the line, therefore, would l)e 
continued from lirnsra across Beloochistaii, aiirl on lv> 
C.alcutta ; another portion would coimeet Constanlinople 
with Antioch, and before long Con.-5tantiuoi)le will hv 
brought into communication with the lv,iroiK‘an system 
of railways, which, as you know, exteiuls at ])re.sc‘nt 
into Hungary, and is to be continued to ( )rsova, whence 
to Btamfeml is but ;-54o iniloa. The whole distance* 
from I/ondon to Calcutta would la* by llu\ route here 
indicated obOO miles ; of whitfh, retrkoning tbe railways 
across Europe and those now being made in India, 
2<K)(> miles are s:de to be opened, '.rhc intervening 
ilistanee will be a mighty field for engineering enter- 
prise; one in which tlie West may pay bad: — if we 
really owe it— some of the knowletlge .said to have l>eon 
dt*ri%’^ed from tlie East. Lotromolives in that inert 
land will indeed be a wonder; and if excursion- trains 
should some day run tq .Nineveh, wo shall be able to 
go and set< with our owii eyes those places and anti- 
quities wliich we now rc^ about witli such interest. 
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SOMETHING WANTING.^ 

WiiLN ])ooi)Io speak of the ]iigh civilisation attninod 
In tlie British islands, they seem to be forgetful thnt 
social inipn)veiiiont ha^ not by any means reached the 
uliole pwjple — that our boasted eivilisafion, with its 
many wonderful inniiifestations, is in reality only a 
I)ieec of ilivcrsifitMl patchwork — refinement and rags, 
grundeur and starvation. City life has its eddy comers, 
wliere ])overty nestles, and vice may be said to be a 
niatt(T of hnsiiie^s ; and to tliese obscurities, the euU>- 
gi^t <jf niodorn (‘hilibation may occasionally give a 
I)!ifising glaiu o, aii<l satisfy himself that wliat he sees 
ib incurable. 

But besides these urban horrors — which, by tlio way, 
give omvbut a juior idt*a of hocial temlcneies — them is 
something etiunlly grievous, hut which, being not quite 
ill tbe everyday valk of the pubUc, apiieiirs to be 
geiKTally unknown, and at best engages the smalleat 
di'groe of notice. Tliis somethi]||g is a historical 
curi<»si ty. 'I'hebe iblauds \^c»re invaded and settled by 
a iKjople of jitlvanetHl inteUig('nc(‘ many centuries ago. ' 
^'he Anglo-Saxon raee havi* had (Jrcat Britain hi their 
liands for more than a thousand years; and latterly 
this race has made more marvellous efforts at improve- 
ment than any otlu*r. Now here is the curious thing. 
The country vlucli the Anglo -Saxons have appro- 
priated and made a eho«ien seat of their skill they have 
not yet endorsed with their language nor induced to 
comprehend tlieir institutions. Till this instaut there 
are spots of no inconsidtr.ihlo extent where the inlmbi- 
I t.mts are seareely advane^ from a period of primitive 
rudeness, and wdio in their vernaeular tongue, their 
dwellings and inodeb of living, oflbr a fair specimen of 
a state of things five hundred years ago» An indignant 
eompassion ib excited by the maltreatment of Chorokecs, 
niid other (du'atod and dispossessed tribes of aborigines 
in North Ameriea ; hut who looks nearer home, and 
pities or attempts to riH'tify the condition of the 
I aliorigincH of these islands? What are the social 
charoetCTistics of this unfortunate people ? They do 
not uivlerstand English, and continue to sixiak a lau- 
giiago vrhivh is utterly useless ns regards external 
Intercourse; thc^caunot be said to know anything of 
regular industry, or the obligations of modern economy ; 
their houses are ibr the greater jMirt mere hovels of | 
stone and turf, destitute of windows or chimney; in 
the same aparlineut in which they eati and sleep, pigs 
or cattle cat and sloop also; their whole appar^us of 
cooking consists of one or two utensils ; tl^^Are is 
made on the damp earthen floor without a sub- 
sisting, like tbo lower animals, principally on roots 
grown near their wretclied dwolUngt, they iiro alto* , 
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getlier unacquainted w ith food and luxuries of foreign 
origin; if they know of tea, coffee, and sugar, it is only 
by hearsay; few of the women ami children wear shoes; 
and as for S(‘hool-e(lu(‘ation, books, newspapers, the 
arts of reading and writing, and consequently know- 
ledge of the external world— -all is a blank. 

That this no unreal lucturc any one may convluco 
himself hy tanvelUng into the more remote parts of 
Ireland, unfl the Highlands and islands of St'otlaml. 
Yes, wilhiu a forty-eiglit hourb’ journey of London or 
Edinburgli, such seeiK's may h(> roalisiHl. Indeed, 
w'ithirt bix hours of Ghi'^gow, habitations windowless 
and chin neyless may any day be seen. The following 
graphic account of what is obscrvahle on the west 
coast of Jndaud is given by Hr Wilde:* — ‘Shortly 
after the British Absociation met in Duhliii iu 
18:55 we spent a week in the ibland of Achill, and 
there witnessed some sixuics and mod<‘» of life which it 
could bcareely be credited wer(‘ iiassing at one end of 
this small kingdom, while at tlie other the savans of 
ICurope and America w ere met to iliscourse on science. 
Then' arc seviTal villages in Acliill, iiarticularly those 
of Keeiuc and Keide, lalicre the huU of the inhabitants 
are all circular or oval, and built for tJie most part of 
round, water-waslicd stones, collected from the beach, 
and urrangtHl, witliimt lime or any other cement, exactly 
as we have good Tcason to supiiosc the habitations of 
the ancient Firbolgs were constructed ; and veiy similar 
to many of the ancient monastic cells and oratories of 
the fifth and sixth centuries, which religious veneration 
and the wild untrodden biluatious whore they are 
located have still iircserved iu lliis coiiulry. Those of 
our readers who have ever passed the Miuauno or 
Goat’s 'J'rack, on the toweripg cUU' that rises above the 
Tilkigo of Keelc, with the glorious prospect of Clew 
Bay and the broad swell of the wTstern Atlantic lK‘foro 
them, and have looked down upon the pigmy dwellings, 
rcsombliug an Indian w'igwain, Boattered over the beach 
bimoath, may call to mind the scone we describe. 
During the spring, tlie entire poimlation of sovcrnl of 
the villages wo allude to in Achill close their winter 
dwellmgs, tie their infant children on tlieir backs, carry 
with them their %s, and some com and potatoes, with 
a few pots and cooking utensils, drive their cattle 
before them, and migrate into the hills, where they Hud 
tOrsIi pasture for their flocks ; and there they build nido 
huts, or summer-houses, of soiV wid wattles, calleil 
boolsys* Mid then cultivate and sow with com a few 
fertile spots in the neighbouring valleys. They thus 
remain for about two months of the spring and early 
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ituitujm, till tlio corn is 6own ; their stock of piovisiong regions where subsistence Is snro to follow the most 
being e^usied, and the pASturO ctmaumod by their onlinkry kinds of industry. How prcijo&turous for 
catije«th^xutttm to tho shore, and eko out % tnismble thousands of fflmilies to bo fixed among rot^ks, bogs, and 
and jpreoorious existence by fishing, &c. No farther not less dreary islands, on a tempestuous coast, where 
enire is ever thken of the crops ; indeed tb^7 seldom there is no demand for labour, and tlie soil Is liienpablo 
even tisit tbem, but return in autmnn, in a m&nnor of afibrtUng sufileicnt nourishment ; while at the same 
similar to the spring migration, to reap tho corn ami time, within a fi?w weeks* sail, there are spread out 
I aftbrd sustenance to their half-starved eattEe, With lands, gonial and productive, comparatively unoccupied, 

! tbesu t^plo it need scarcely bo vrontlcrcd that there is and so ^srge Uiataf tho whole population of the Uniicd 
aiinUnlly a partial famine.’ Kingdom were trAnsforrod to them, they would make 

Xt is only when the calamity of a general famine, little Usrcoptlblc impression. Lot this also be remedied 
eausod by tho failure of tlio potato crop» attracts with ns little delay as may l»e. We rejoice that the 
attention, that the country at large hears of this aboriginal Irish are leaving a country in which tiny 
desperately - abject state of oifairs; and evou then weft^ appanmtly placed at a dismlvaiitngc, and where 
curiosity expire^* in a momentary <*ompas8ion. A their presence is at least suggcfitive of unpleasant his- 
oharltable dole is a salvo for pennanent negligence, toricnl associations. Let all who art* able, Inirry oil* and 
But surely even for the sake of public decency, the disperse themselves amid new scenes, richly abound- 
subject sliouM engage more serious eonsideraiion. ing in possibilities of comfort, and become at tlio 
We boast of lioing a great people— that our race is same time denizens of that gi\*at western coimnunity 
spreading civilisation over distant continents. Our udiich is going alietul with race -horse celerity, and 
wealth, our learning, our literature, tho extent of our whnli, in ii brief space of time, will be by fur thV most 
empire — are matters of iini\orsal gratnlation. All veiy powerful nation in the world — a nation of a hnndnd 
well for those in tho full merit of these blessings; nillions of frt’o and onlightonod pt'ojde. And would it 
but of what eorlbly coiisenucnce is this maftiuficencc not l>o well to help away those who lack tho mcaub of 


to that portion of our iiO]*ulation who livo nlinost lik<* 
tho lower animals, and w'hose world is (‘onflned to ihe 


tranait ? Loiuis on favourable conditions bine already 
been OAtoinied to Highland proprietors, to * mible them 


smali hoiizon of their native wlldi mess V— who, in to rid tbtir lands of a supt'rrtuous population; hut 


point of fact, never 81*0 an intelligent countenance 
unless it be that of the IminMe minister of leligion — 


much more might be dune ns rti.tuds all parlies. 
Slnpa of war could Ik* scmiewhnt better uojilo^ul 


to them tho only minister of mercy— the sinyle lidk than cither rotting at J Portsmouth or performing holi- 
thid eoipiects them with human society, and lets tin m day evolutions in tho MedUerrancan. They would 
know that they have a destiny diffbienl from their stand good h toad ns trnnspoita ui < arising across the 


felhiw-lodgcrs, the brutes ! 


sui those who are totally destitute of means of llmr 


Society cannot shake itself clear of the <hargo of own, and who are at present a wheer luirdeu, not to «ay n 
cruelly neglecting tht^e people. It is no apolo'ry to dirtf?race, to the community. In n wwi, l.migniliou mid 
any that, according to tho rules of nuMli rii polity, each Kduention are two thingR whidi, <u> viiTious grounds, 
man must look after hiin^eif. We take a Pomewhnl ai*e ie<pihvd for the abateiuenl of a laimntihle inid 
dilferent view of social obligation. When seifdom was growing evil* From the ill - considered mamuv ni 
abolished, and all w’ere thrown upon their own rewmree«, which ciii ignition^ on a s\holesMl(' plan has hitherto 
H was the duty of the state to SiC that al| were jne- lH*eii conducted, we mi‘Ution it in the ])reseut inslsnce 
pared for this great change in their condition. It did with some misgivincs. Yet it is snicl,\ within the 
no such thing. It took no p.iins to iiist ujt them — left bounds of posbibility to eOcet the transl.itiori of tbn*** 
them a wreck, without tlie jrower of slilfting from the masses, and bctlle them in fielils of cnlerpiise ( our Inin 
spot on which they had blraiided: and there ate the their residem*©. roiwidered in a right spirit, lime 
svrecks of an old state of things, surviving even till past would >>e no iusurmoimtable difiJculty m Ihe e^u'utinn. 
tho middle of the nineteenth eenrury. Hating from At all events, the present posture of aftairs is far from 
Ihe period of general manuniissiou, w’bat stridcB in creditable, and almost anything wonhi be l»ett('r than 
human disi-overy have been made* I A new world added doing that which indifference might U* inclined to 
to the oUl ; arts and sciences iwlvauccd the most extra- m'omnieud— nolhingl 

ordinary leiiglhs. Y’'et there, hulking in the bosom of - - 

dvilisatiou, are sec-n hordes of people as far hai'k as o t a a r ^ ^ i> u t vr t 

ever. iVom the Atlantic to tlie IVific, a great conli- L L A It A t/ () It , I IS I. 


nent is becoming covered with thriving and iropulous I A yoWo Vr*ench traveller, flamed Knieft Lerov, on 


citica — petllemcnts ndvaaciug into tho wilds at the rati* 
of twenty miles per annum ; and, wrmderful to tell— 


art King at Naples, found himself duriiv^ tlie Hiht f w 
days itditc confused l>y the multitude of his inipre^^^ioiis. 


lu'TOi ia these small islands, with their boasted mission Now as it was in •(*arch of impressions th it be bud 
to civiliso and take tlic world by storm, there con- left his beloved Vans, there was nothing, it vlumM 
tinuo to livo groat numbers of iieople who have not seem, vtTy grievous iu this: and yet in tiie iniiKt of 
got the Icngtli of sixiaking tho common vernacular, his excitement Ihoro occurred intiTVoK nt intoierahle 
and who, to all apiiearancc, will go on living in fchvir w^eaiincss of spiiit — motm nls w hen In* looked ujn>ii 
deplorable half-famished barbaribin to tho cud of time, tlio Strodn Toledo w'itli disjtimt, wished himself any- 
Nothing hut the inUrposithm of the state can remedy where but in S.m ('arlos, sri(‘('red at I’oMlipiio, jiooli- 
tbis gross social blunder. I’or the most part landlords poohed Vesuvius, and was generally sceptic.il us to tin* 
ate not to blame; neither is it in their power to cui-o sufieriority of Me IJat; over tho Bosphorus, which he 
the imtchislncss tliat prc'vails. The whole tiling must hud not so(*n. AU this oame to pnst^ b(*(.mso he li.^d 
bo viewed comprehensively, as a national misfortune, sot out on tho principle of tnivelUng in a hurry, or, as 
In the first place, it is a scandabms shaw for tho state ho expressed it, making tho most of his time. Kv eiy 
to havo so long left tJie country without kuch a system night before going to Ixxl he made out and wrote d(>\> a 
of cducatkm as would make suro of at^lcast teaching a programme of next day's duties— assigning so many 
every ehUd to SPtw atul read tlio English* ton^o. hours to each sights and so many minutes to each m<*ul, 
Wliat a graiHl thing for a minister to have pdWlled i)ut forgetting altogether to allow himself any oppor- 
liis plkot upon, would a proposal for such a scheme of tunitg for ^ digestion. 

have been! Lot this, then, be remedied Th\ he had come from Paris Milan, Florence, 
jMtlkmt less of time— •or Knglaaid, with thy boosts, Iw and Jhi®, to Naples— the whole in the bjiacc of thn e 
W vfct dumb 1 Next, tliore must bo a humane systetfi weeks, during which, as will be easily imagined, he had 
^removal, where it appears to ho wanted; removal to visited an incredible number of churches, galleries 


temples, and ruSns of ereiy descripjbicm/ Order to 
profit as muoli as possible by mi travels be ‘ had 
arranged befbrig^and fire or she seriei pf ideosi dr medl^ 
tatlons ns he catied them ; one on lifihrdod 

by the fine arts to the progress of OiyUisat^ another 
consisting of a string of sublime epn^onpla^s on the fall 
of empires and the mond vailhe of monumental history; 
and BO on. Each of these nieditatioi^ he endeavoured to 
recall on appropriate occasions; and he never hid leisure 
to reflect, that for any instruction ho was dexiving froin 
what he saw he might as well have stopped at^mo. 
H()wever, having some ima^ation and talentj^he fre- 
quently found himself carried- away by thoughts born of 
the occasion, and so irresistibly, that once or twice ho 
went through a whole gallery or church before ho had 
done with the train of ideas suggested by some previous 
sight, and was only mode aware that he had seen some 
unique painting or celebrated windows of stained glass 
by the guide claiming payment for his trouble, and 
asking him to sign a testimonial doing justice to bis 
civility and great store of valuable information. It 
is only just to state that M. Ernest never failed to 
comply with cither of these demands. * 

When, however, as we have said, he had been two or 
three days in Naples, and had rushed over the ground 
generally traversed by tourists, our young traveller 
l>egan to feel w^cary and disgusted. For some time he 
did not understand wduit was the matter, and upbraided 
himself with tlie lack of industry and decline of enthu- 
siasm, which made him look forward with horror to 
the Buranions of Giacomo, his guide, to be up and doing. 
At length, however, during one sleepless night the truth 
flashed upon him, and in the morning, to his own sur- 
prise and delight, he mustered up courage to dismiss 
Giacomo with a handsome present, and to dcclai*e that 
that day at least he was resolved to see nothing. 

What a deUghtful stroll he took along the sea-shore I 
that morning witli his eyes half-cloeed lest he might 
be kfmpte<l to look around for information ! He went 
towards Portici, bathe saw nothing except the sand and 
pebbles at bis feet, and the white-headed surf that broke 
at hand. For the flrst ti»ie since his departure 
from I’aris he felt light-minded and at ease; and the 
only incident that ocenn-ed to disturb hU equanimity 
was when his eyes rested for half a second on a broken 
pillar in a viiie-ganlcn, and he was obliged to nuilce an 
etlort to pass by without ascertaining whether it was 
' of Ihmian date. But this feat once accomplished, he 
1 threw up his cap for joy, shouted ‘ and I'cally 

! felt indeiKmdent. 

! He was much mistaken, howevor, if ho supposed it 
j to be possible to remain long in the enjoj^meut of that 
I ihfoi Jar niente., the first savour of which so captivated 
him. ‘ <;)ne day, two days passed, at the end of which 
he found that while he had supposed himself to be 
doing nothing, he had in rt^ality made the great and 
only discovery- of his travels — namely, tliat tlio now 
country in wdiicli he found himself was inliabited, and 
that too by people who, though not quite so difiTerent 
from Ins countrymen as the savages of the ^^uth Sea 
Islands, possessed yet a very mark(?d cliaracter of their 
own worthy of study imd observation. ; Thenceforward 
his journal began to be filled with notes on costume, 
manners, ; and in tliKHi weeks, with wpiatderftil mo- 
desty, after combining the results of aU his researeJies, 
ho came to the conclusion that lie understood nothing 
at ail of the clmracter of the Italians. 

In this humble state of mind he wandered forth one 
morning in the direction of the castle of St Elmo, ^ 
enjoy the cool breeze that eattte wiifti«g|rom the so^b und 
* mingled with and tempered tlm early irtinbes-ms m thw 
Streamed dV«p the eastern hills. Having reaciicd fifbroad, 
silent street, bdrdted only by a few houses atryarden^^ 

ho resolved nut to extend his walfc ferth^r, butjat 

on an old wooden bendi under tho shade a 
tree that drooi^ ovoy a lofty walL he totawad 


smnb'' ;'tho few :pa6^gi^.|v'th;^ 
siub^^tunicd a distant corner and ' 
him.''. ,::lSe.;'^nbtic 0 d' that they all;- Btopped'at. 
tlio houses fhrther^ d^ the street, and 
read^ m tax as where he sat ; which led 
observe that beyond His position were only tWo^ 
houses, both apparently uninhabited. One, ^deod, ^b9 i ^ 
quite niined-— many of the windows were built up ; oi^ ; 
covered with old boards ; but the other showed %wi^' 
symptoms of decay, ^d might be imagined to belong 
to some family at that time absent in the country. 

He had just come to this very important epnClusion 
when his attention was diverted by the near approach 
of two ladies •elegantly dressed, followed by an elderly 
serving-man in plain Uvery carrying a couple trf inaas* 
books. They passed him rather hurriedly, hut not 
before ho hotl time to set them down as xnother^^and 
daughter, and to be struck with the great beauty and 
grace of the latter. Indeed so susceptible In fliat idle 
mood was he of new inipressions, that before the young 
lady had gone on more than twenty paces he dote^iined 
that he was in love with her, and by an instinctive im- 
pulse rose to follow. At this moment the serving-man 
turned round, and threw a cairn but inquisitive , glance 
towards him. He checked himself, and affected to 
look the other way for awhile, then jirepored to carry 
out his original intention. To his great suiprise, 
how'cver, both ladies and follower had disappeared. 

Aq ordinary man would have gucsse'd at once that 
they liswl gone into one of tlie houses previously sup- 
posed to be uninhabited, but M. Ernest Leroy must 
needs fancy, first, that lui luul seen a vision, and then 
that the objects of his, interest had been snatched away 
by some evil spirit. MechanujiUly, however, he 
Imrried to the end of the street, wlutdv he found termi- 
nated in an ot)en piece of ground, which there liad not 
been lime for any one to traverse. At length tho 
rational explanation of the matter occurred to him, 
and lie felt for a moment iiKdined to knock at the door 
of the house that was in best preservation, and 
complain of what he persisted In considering a mys- 
terious disa|)pearancc. How'ever, not being quite mad, 
he checked himself, and returning to his wooden bench, 
sat down, and endeavoured to be very miserable. 

But this wmuld have bt»en out of character. Instead 
thereof he began to feel a new interest in life, and to 
Icjok back writh some contemi>t on tho two previous 
phases of bis travels. With youthftil romance and 
French confidence he resolved t(j follow up this adven- 
ture, never doubting for a moment of the possibility of 
ultimate success, nor of the excellence of the object of 
his hopes. Vihdt means to adopt did not, it is true, 
imniediately suggest themselves ; and he remained 
sitting for more than an liour gazing at the great silent 
house opposite until the unxdeasaut consciousness that 
he had not breakfasted forced him to Ix^at a retreat. 

We have not space to deveJoxj—luckily it is not 
necessary — all the wild imaginings that fluttered 
through tho brain of our susceptible traveller on liis 
return to Ids lodgings, and especially after a nourish- 
ing breakfaat had imparted to him new stren^h and 
vivacity. Under tlici v influence he repaired again to his 
post on the old wooden beach imder the platahe-tree, 
and even had the iiereeverance to make a third visit in 
the evening ; for— probably because he expected the 
adventure to drawl out to a considerable length^— ho 
did not imitap the foolish fentasy of some lovers, ^d ; 
deprive liimsi^ bf his regular meals. He a«-w nothing 
that day; but next morning he Jiad the ihexpressiblo ' 

two ladies approari!^ ; 
followed by their tespectable - looking seririiht. They 
passed without casting a glon^ towards hhn| ;;bm? 
their attiffladant tMs rime not oiUy turn^^^ i^^ 
fltoimed, Slid gaased at liim in a manner; 

; have' -thohj^'lmpertinen^ octsaal^^lJvpbt;:-; 

: 'tho. mbmeu^ 


:v.&^=Mi^:;;:':|^ .mbrCi -lUlMl -'tto' 
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V* I db' 3 ttp 4 ^ 3 ^ of that maciiliy volct^V 

: Ho abotns at onco reispec^e a^ 

Btriko 

wealth, other arise th© 
have induced himat any- 

Ctwae oi*^; and ask jno wh^^ 

■ once Diore iit his post in the after- 

noon this time- lie had the satisfaction of seeing 
^ ihe dobf open, and the elderly serving-man saunter 
ilowly out, as if dispoaeti to enjoy the air. First he 
flt^ped on the, stt^s, erneking pistachio - nuts, and 
jerfong the shells into the road with liis thumb; then 
took two or three steps gently towards the other end 
of the street ; and at last, just as Ernest vros about to 
follow him, veered round ond^began to stroll quietly 
ac^ross the road, still cracking his nuts, in the direction 
of ilie-old Wooden bench. 

* llie yjdiam has at length made up his mind,* soUlo- 

quised our lover. ‘ JIc pretends to come out quite by 
accident, and will express gi'cat surprise when 1 accost 
him, in the way 1 intend.* * . 

The elderly serving - man still came on, seemingly 
not at all in a hurry to arrive, and gave ample tinie for 
an examination of' Ills jierspn. His face w'as handsome, 
though lined hy age and care, and was adorned by a 
short grizzled beard. There w'as something very 
leinarkahle in the keenness of his large gray eves, as 
them was indeed about his wdmle demeanour. His 
dress was a i>lain suit of black, that might have suiUd 
a ^ gentlenian ; and if Ernest had beem less occupied 
with one hlea he would not have failed to see in this 
resf^etable domestic a prince redmjcd by misfortune 
to live on wages, or a liero wiio hod never had an 
opportunity of exhibiting his worth. 

Wlien this interesting person had reached the corner 
0 f the bench he set himself down with a slight nod of 
apology or recognition— it was difRcult to say wdiicli 
—and went on eating his nuts quite unconcernedly. 
Ab often happens in such cases, Ernest felt rather 
puzzled how to enter upon business, and was trying 
to muster up an appearance of condescending fanii- 
iiarity— suitable, he tliought, to the occasion — when the 
old man, very affably holding out his paper - bug tliat 
he mi^t take some nuts, saved him the trouble by 
observing : * You are a stranger, sir, I iKdievo ? * 

‘ Yes, my good fellow,* was the rejily of Ernest 
in i academical Italian-; ‘and I have come to this 
■■..qouhtry.^.^— ^ 

y ‘I thought so,’ interrupted the serving- man, per- 
ais^g . in his o^r of nuts, but shewing very little 
. intm'Bst about Ernest's views in visiting Italy — ‘ by 
yboirbehayiour/' 

* My helm viour r exclaimed the young man a little 
netticf].;' . 

V , ‘ I^reciscly. But your quality of stranger Im hithii^b 
protected you from any disagreeable consequences.? ^ y 

Ihii vras said ^ quietly, so amiably, that the warhihl 
or meiu^wrapj^ up in the words lost much of its 
bitteiil savour ;, .yet out traveller couUl not fi^ 
a haughty glance toibards this audacious domeslic, on 
for betvas deeply intent 6 h i)is 
; i^stadii^^ moment Ernest revered his sefif- 

1)08800^1^^^ schemes, and drawing ji 

^ My gop^ inau^l 

..M»it;';:Stt:i^rise or ^iatm^'-'^tlie' 





■ * WdU^ Ailtoo, yoh are an original person, and I 
wilt;; not call you a gooil man; though honesty and 
ciuwJ on - your countenance. (Alfonso 

innBei^ said nothing.) - But listen to me attentively, 
romemb^ng that tli^^ neither am 1 a good man, 
yet atn l a generous one. 1 passionately love your, 

‘ 4h f * >Baid Alfonso WiUi anything but a benevolent 
expressiS^ bf eountenance. Ernest, who was no 
physiognomist, noticed BDtlnng j and being mountctl on 
his dew hobby -horsevUrocee<Ief1 Ohee to give a history 
of his fftiprUssions since the previous morning. When 
he had concluded, the old man, wljo seemed all hene- 
vol<mco again, simply observed : ‘ Then it is the younger 
Of the two l^es that cai>tivated your affections in this 
unaccKmntable manner ? * 

‘Of course,* efied Ernest; ‘and I hescc?ch you, my 
amiable Alfonso, to put me in the way of declaring 
what I experience.* 

‘You are an extraordinary young man,’ was the 
grave reply ; ‘ an oxtrrionlinary, au imprudent, and, I 
will add, a reckless person. You fall in love with a 
person of w^om you know nothing— not even the 
name. Tins, however, is, I Mieve, according to rule 
among a certain class of minds. Not satislied with 
this, you can find no better way of introducing your- 
self to her notice than endeavouring to corrupt one 
whom you must have divined to 1)0 a confi(ientijil 
servant. Others would ha\-e souglit au introduction 
to the family ; you dream at once of a clandestine 
intercourse * 

‘ I assure j'OU * interrupted Ernest, feeling both 

ashamed and indignant at these remarks i>rocoeding 
from one so inferior in station. 

‘ Assure me nothing, sir, as to your intentions, for 
you do not know them yourself. 1 understand you 
perfectly, bt‘cause I was once young and tliougljtkss 
like you. Now listen to me. In that house dwtflls 
the Contessa Corshh, with her daughter Clara ; and if 
these two persona had no one to jirotect them but 
thcm.selve« and a foolish old servitor, wliom the first 
comer judges capable of corruption, they Avoiild ere 
this have been much molested ; but it happens that the 
Count Corslni is not dead, and inhabiteth w itii them, 
although seldom coming forth into the public streets. 
Wiat say you, young man, d^)cs not tins a little 
distttrb your plans ? * 

‘ In the first place,* replied Ernest, ‘ I am offended 
that you will persist in implying— more, it is true, liy 
j^mur manner than your words— that my views are not 
perfectly avowable,* 

‘ Then wliy, in the name of Heaven, do you not 
make yoursw known to the count, stating your 
object, and asking formally for his dauglitcr’s baud ? ’ 

* Not so It was necessary for me lo 

Icarii, as a Iwginning, that there wh.s a count in tlic ease.* 

‘And what do you know now? Terhaps those 
wotnen are two adventurers, and I a raftc.al playing a 
virtuous part in order the lietter to deceive you.’ 

; * You db Jobk like a rascal,’ said Ernest quite 
ibnoc^ently; At wldtiji observation the oM man conde- 
scended to laugh heartily, and secuiicd from that moment 
to fake quite a liking to his new acquaintance. After 
a wlaie, iudec<], he began to give some information 
abblit the young plora, who, he said, was only six teen 
years of a woman in appearance, and 

not unacpomplishc^^ As to her dowry —— Ernest inter- 
rupted; that he wtslied for no iiitbnnation 

on that pd^ being iiimself ricli. The old inSn smiled 
^iabiy^^^J^ the ebttversaiion by requesting 

inoth^ at tho same hour, by which* 

to tell. 

home in high spirits, which sank l>y 
as Alfouv^o 

^ correspomlcjice, 

'from hi}n. 






True, he lia(t ^vch him some ^ and h^ 

might now, by means of his letters of introduction, 
contriTO to make aequdutuneo With the But 

though he spent tho whole erening and hoxt morning 
In making inquiries^ he cpi^d not anyone 

who had ever evenheard of such a persom ‘Boeslbly,* he 
thought, /the old sinner may haye been laughing at me 
all the time, and entered into conyorsation simply with 
the object of getting up a story to dirert |ho other 
domestics of the house. If sjich be tlie case, he may 
be sure I shall wreak vengeance Upon him/ 

In spite of these rofiections, he was at his post at the 
hour appointed, and felt quite ovetjoyed wlien AUonso 
made Ids appearance. Tho old man said that a^^lan 
liad suggt'sted itself by.which he might* he introduced 
into the house— namely, tliat he should pretend to be a 
professor of drawing, and offer his services. Ernest 
did not inquire how Alfonso came to know that he 
was an amateur artist, but eagerly complied with the 
plan, and was instructed to call on tlio following morn- 
ing, and to say that he had heard that a drawing-master 
w’RS 'Wanted. 

lie w'cnt accordingly, not very boldly, '^t is true, and 
looking very inueli in reality like a poor professor 
anxious to obtain employment. The contessa, wdio was 
yet young and beautiful, rcc;eivcd him politely, listened 
to Ids proposals, and made no difficulty in accepting 
tbem. The i)rL>liininarics arranged, Clara w'as called, 
and, to Krnest’s astoidsbrnent, came ' honiicing into 
the room like a great school-girl, looked him very 
hard in the fiwic, and among the first things she said, 
asked him if ho was not live man she had seen two 
mornings following sitting opposite the house on the 
heneh under the platanc-trec. 

Now Ernest had imagined to himself something so 
rctiiKfd, so delicate, so fairy-like, instead of this jdain 
reality, that he all at once began to feel disgusted, and 
to wish he had acted more prudently. And yet there 
\ras Clara, exactly as he had se<m her, except tliat she 
had exchanged tiic demure, conventional stei) adopted 
by ladi<*8 in the street for the free motions of youth ; 
and except that, insteatl of casting lier eyes to tlie eai-tli, 
or glancing at him sideways, she now looked towards 
Iiiin witli a frank and free gaze, and spoke what came 
n])pcrinost in her mind., Certes, most men w^ould have 
chosen tliat moment to fall iiV love with so charming 
creature; for charming she was bej^oiid all doub^ 




with large, rich, black eyes, jiouting ruby lijis, fine 
oval cheeks, and a mass of clioiiy hair; but Krnest’s 
first impression was <lisapiK)iiitment, and he began to 
criticise botli her and everything by which she w^as 
BiUTOunded. 

He saw at once that there was poverty in the house. 
Tlie furniture was neat, but scanty; and the door had 
been oixuied by a female servant, ^ who hail evidently 
Ikhui disturbed from some domestic avocations. The 
contessa and her daughter were dressed very plainly 
far diiJbrently fi'om what they had been in the street 
and it w^as an easy matter to see that tins plainness 
was not adoptcHl from choice but froin* necessity. Hod 
Clara come into the room with a slow, cni^jping step, 
keeping her eyes nuxiestly fixed on the chipped niarhle 
floor, not onts of tlieso observations would have been 
the large, dreary house would Iiave been a palace 
in Ernest’s eyes; but his taste was a nwrbkl one, and 
in five minutes after he had begun po give hU lesson, 
he began to fear tluit the conquest lie liad so ardently 
desir^ woukV be only too easy. 

Tliere was something, however, $0 cheerftil and 
fascinating in Clara’s manner that ho could not bdt 
soon learn to feel pleasure in her scKsl^ty; and wh^ 
went away he determined, instead of starting Aff for 
Sicily, as he had at first thought of doing, 
least one more Visit tb 'the house in the 
drawing^master; Alfbnse jolhbt^ him ns he -Wa^ed 
slowly homcW'ard, aiid asked^^^^ U hb^ things , had 


■paMe%;;;1& ^i^ated:,frankiy 

the baan ' Ustened' ' very 

aiibr reSiurk parting, however, he 

sayii^ thni young m all animsis 

diffiOmttoeontent*v 

Next day, when Ernest went to givq his lessb^i ^ 
was toldirby Alfonso that the contesso, being indiSposOd, 
had remained in bed, but that he should find Cl^a in 
the garden. There was something romantic ifi. the 
sound of tills, so he harried to the spot imlicatcd, 
impatient to have the commonplace impressions of the 
previous day effaced. This , time his disgust was 
complete. He found Clara engaged in assisting the 
servant-maid to wring and hang out some clothes they 
had just finished washing. She seemed not at all 
put out by b(iing caught thus humbly employed ; 
but begging him to wait a little, finished her work, 
ran away, dre^ssod somewhat carefully, and returning, 
begged he w ould accompany her to the house. Ho 
followed' with checks burning with shame : he felt tlie 
utmost contempt for himself because lie had fallen in 
love with this little housewife, and the greatest iiidigna- 
tion against her for having presumed, very innocently, 
to excite so poetical a sentiment ; and, in tho stupidity 
of his ofTended self-love, resolved to revenge himself by 
making sopic spiteful remark ere he escaped from a 
house into wdiich he considered that ho had been 
regularly ontnijqied. Accordingly, when she took the 
pencil in hand, he observed that probahTy she imagined 
that contiu^t wdtli soap-suds W'ould improve the delicacy 
of her touch. Clara did not reply, hut began to sketch 
ill a manner that proved she had listened to the pedantic 
rules hC' iiad laid down on occasion of the previous 
lesson more from modesty Ilian because she ’ was in 
w^ant of them. Then suddenly rising without attending 
to some cavil ho thought it his duty to make, she wont to 
her piano, and lieginning to play, drew forth such ravish- 
ing notes that Ernest, who was liimself no contemptible 
musician, could not refrain finm applauding enthusias- 
tically. She received his compliments with a slight 
shrug of the shoulders, and commenced a song that 
enabled her to display wdth full efibet tjiie capabilities 
of her magnificent voice. The soap-suds w^ere forgotten ; 
and Ernest’s romance was coming back upon liim : ho 
began to chide liimself tbr liis fwdisli prejudices; and 
thought that, after all, with a little training, Clara might 
bo made quite a lady. Suddenly, however, she broke 
off her song, and turning tow'ards him w ith an ironical 
smile said : * Not had for a housemaid, Mr Professor — 
is it ? * 

He attempted to excuse himself, hut he w'os cvidcnlly 
judged; and, what w'as more; — not as an obscure 
drawing-master, but as M. Ernest I^roy^ Ills identity 
was evidently no secret; and she even called him by 
his name. He endeavoured in vain to make a fine speech 
to apologise for his ill-lichaviour ; but she interrupted him 
keenly, though good-humouredly, and the entrance of 
Alfonso wras fatal, to a fine scene of despair he was 
about to enact. Clara upon this retired with a profound 
j^lute; and Alfonso spoke w itb more of dignity than 
psaM in his manner, and said: ‘My young friend, you 
|nust excuse a little deception which has been practised 
bn you, or rather wludi you liave prdfttised upon your- 
self. I am going to be veiy free and frank with you 
to-day. I am xiot what you take mo for. I am the 
Count Corsiiii, a lioman; and because 1 have not the 
means of keening a man-sen'ant, when the women of 
my family go to church I follow them, aa you saw. 
This is not ufiusual among my countrymen. It is a 
foolish 4 )ridd I know; but so xt is. However, tVm 
matter intoTOts you not. You saw my daughter Olafiii' 
and thougbt you loved her. I was willing, as mi inquiry ; 
I found yoii to be a respectable person, to see JiqVr; ybii 
could agree together ; but your iiirido ^ I maha^ a 
overheard has destroyed your cnaiieo. Mydaugbter 
'^llaebk/aixother busband/'^ v: i 
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Tlion» viui ft cold ^cndUnoss in Alfoudo’s tone which 
roninefl the |»rido of Krh08t IJe affected to laugh, 
eijlod himself a fouliah hut hinted that a 

B|jtleadid marHaga awaited him If iie eUoao ou his return 
to t*Ari$i and wont away ondcavouriug to looSt uucon- 
ootoed* The i^owlng morning ho whs on board a 
yesjml hound for Palermo, very sea- sick it is true, hut 
thUik^ at the same time a great deal more of Clara 
than m could have thouglit iJOSbiblo had it boon 
|»l#Roied* 

Some fbw years afterwards Ernest TiCroy was In ono 
of the sa/ans of the i'auhourg St Oerniain. Still a 
bachelor, lie no longer iblt thobo sudden tunolioiis to 
which he had been subject in his earlier youth, lie 
was beginning to talk less of hontlnionts i)rt‘»ont and 
more of sentiments passed. In coiifl(leiUi.d m<Kxls he 
would lay liis hand upon his waistcoat— curveil out at 
its lower extremity, by tlie by, by a notable increase 
of sabstonoc— and allude to a certain divine Clara who 
had illuminated a uioiuimt of his existence. But he 
was t<to disoroot to enti^r into delails. 

Weil, being in that sa/ow, as we liave said, pretending 
to amuse himself, his attention nii‘« suddenl} drHvvu hy 

the uiinouncH^diciit of Lady 1) . He turned immd, 

probably to quiz /a Ul/f Jugilui^c ho expected to 
behold. What was his aslonishim nt on recr»guibing in 
the sujierb woman who leaned on tbe ami ot a tall, 
mihtary'looking Englishman, tlie idcutioal Clara CorbUii 
of his youthful memories, lie lilt at lirst shk at 
heart; but, taking cmiriiye, soon went up and siK>ke to 
lier. She remombon*<l liim w ith some little dilficulty, | 
smiled, and holding out her alnhnster hand said gently * 
*I)o you see any tra»‘e of the soap suds V* She had ! 
never imagined he had any in him, and only I 

knew the truth when a large, round teiU' fell on tlu 
dictinond of her ring. * Charles,' said JCme(>t aiihdo 
afterwards to a friend, *it is stifling hot and di cad fully 
stupid here. Lei us go and liaxe a game of billiaidb.' 

GRAfJS-OLOTn OF OHTNA. 

SoMR time ago wc called attention by a paragraph in 
this Journal to a fabric known as the grass -cloth of 
China, siiccimens of which are not unfrequcntly sevn in 
this country, althougli the history of its iiroduction is 
involved to some extent in obscurity , The paragraph 
alluded to was ]imlto<1 to a detail of some observations 
made on the subject by Dr Cli*ghorn, JLE.I.O.S., at the 
meeting of Iho BntisJi ^ssocj.ition for the A<hnu(c- 
ment of Sidcnce, lield in Edinburgh last year; but the 
writer of these remarks haxing Iweii since fumisheil 
with iniK^h additional Information from various sources 
—though cliieily Uirough the kindness of J)r Clcgborn — 
is thus enabled to preseut in the follow ing pajier a com- 
plete ae(H>unt of the history of the grass-cloth and the 
plant wliich produees it, a coloured draw ing of which is 
published Iw Sir William Hooker in the ^Kew (iarden 
MisoeHany * for August 1861. 

Although the Tefiov mo, or CJiinesc flax, is only 
beginning to lie known,in Europe at the present time, 
and the cultivation of the plant has scarcely been 
attempted cxceptf in our liotaiiic gardens, yet it must 
not be supiKisod that the fabric is new in ('hhia, whence 
it has ro^cd ns. Dr Muegowan states, that it bos 
been used in China during a period of more than 4100 
years, and the natives are so weddwl to it that they will 
not employ linen an a substitute. lnde(>d there seems 
sm^i indueement them to do so, seeing tliat the 
delioate flbre of thb 2>Aoa ma forms the flax ftoth which 
Bie * AmIdI the Chiposo linen fabrics ’ axe manu^- 
turedi^iipl that tho substano^ in the liands of Buropean 
rngmlpeturers, vHU— ftooordh^ to M. Stouislfts Jnuen, 

‘ JpjjJNWteh authority— bo mnde into a tissue as soft ait 
SSSf ^ Blarottgor teugUer titan the 

bW Frcucli cambric. In tbte country the grass^th 


is usually seen in the form of hondkeroUiefia and shirts ; 
but in the Bast it is extensively used as on article of 
dross both in Ciiiiia and British Indio, being ftom its 
itiength and flnenoss jicouliiixly adapted for clotliing 
during the hot season. S^plos of this substance, 
oxhtHtlng a flne silky tissue, were amongst the products 
of Chinese industry which wore cxldbiiod a icw years 
ago in the Kuo St Launmt ; and very flno spi^cimeiib, 
ittiportodoby English merdnmta, may be scui in the 
(muesu department of iho Great Exhibition in Hyde 
Park. 

Tlie giass-cloth is the produce of Jioefamria (Uttica') 
nireiJL belonging to the l/)iuartfc or nettle family. 
Although the common uotth* of our own country has 
been long know^ topoescss \ arious economical (pnilitic'*, 
and amongst others to yield a strong fibre suitable for 
manufacturing purposes,* jet we were sc.irccly pic- 
paied to admit this family of nnIn^ iting plants to the 
high x>osition in an oconomii'al point of view vhuli the 
extensive* use of the Uoehaurta flax shews it to bo 
entitled to. 

The notices of this plant by European botani-^ts have 
bc<*n hitherioSery scttutj. Ktumipfer in 1712 alludc^d 
to tbe ^/po, or wild hemp-nottle, vhich, he says 
gocnl in some measure v hat want then* is ot hemp and 
cotton, for eovcrnl sorts of tint* and co.iist. are 

fabritnted of it t and Ibo pl.uil to winch he icfcrs in 
these rcinaiks is prob.'ibly tlie snnic ii«» the om novv 
imdcT consulerution— a supposition nhn li is coiitiimnl 
by the fact, Unit ThuiilHOg, seventy -two jcai-> lata 
(ITiSt), gives the same vernacular niinu to 
litrfa^X which lie notices foi its valuabK fibre « James 
('umnngham, in writing to Vlukenct, mailiomd tla 
suitableness of the doll) for siunnKr-dothing, loi wha li 
it IS still held in groat cbltem § 

Tl«‘ first notice of tho lOtuu lao in a Biitish pu)»li- 
(Mtiim npiK.‘nred in tho tonn of Ihv* follow mg note In an 
t}*e p<ii of Sir WiUium Hooker in tin * Kcu tniidai 
Miscellany’ in 3818 :|{ ‘Odri' sc grahH-< lotlu a vav 
iM'autiful fabric mamdhctiured in (’Inna, fii^l nnjioiti d 
uiwler the form of handkerchiefs, ami mon lecontlj to 
a consUkrahlo extent, as suiHUior to anj other fahn , 

I for shuts. By the kind help of DrWalliih and Sn 
[ (Jeorge Siauntoii, we think it ninj he safdy assalul 
I that the Clunesc grass ii the fibre of /As////ar/o nnut 
I {Urtiva viven of I-iinna?u''), a pKmt belonging t<» tin 
urticacHious familj —the biunc tenacity of flhie e\id 
ing in U, ranmihim^ hteiopfufUa^ and other speiu*- o! 
limhmdhi* 

3>r Mnegowan of NingiX) has uustituted inqnineH m 
various quarters respecting Ih^- grass -doth, and h<i^ 
iHcn succebsful in bringing inti resting f.tcts to light 
At a meeting of the Agru ultinal .md Iforth ultm.il 
tSodety of liuUa, held on 10th Mav I'' lo. u eoinmuiiK .i- 
tion was read from him to tlie effict that Mia* T\hm )tin 
ofC’hina, the plant fiom winch grass-doth is princi- 
iwlly iiiunufacturcvl, la the same with Iht hi w huom ol 
Bengal.' Tiic sxiedmens (xhihitcsl in iliu*>tialu>n o) 
the communication had been suhmitli <1 to Dr Tah ouei, 
who reported ui^n them as follows •- ‘ 'Ihe leaf h|kh*i 
mens now sent from >!hig])o, althoudi wanting in the i 
flower and fhiit, confirm the opinion mlvanccd by nu j 

« 111 ixiring the ctonmon peovU w norno rails of hootinnd I 
pare a M»ap from thu young tops of the coninion m U U‘, w hu h «r< 
ion 4 ei at that Seoaoti; this dull is thus ici&'nctl to by Atidun 
Mrseniw lu Hoh JUijf * Noo douhe J snld uiuIoihUuk) no aiu f 
trade of horikultuio, Mjoliigl wiw bred m tlic iMrish of l»io<qalAib * 
near Ulmico*, whoio thny raise lung koto ujiih r ghiss. ami foi c i lx 
early netUv« foi Uioir spriag-kidt.* Fi mn Uu fihis n of the nmtui * <l 
Igania kind of bomp is jiroflur&d, as is also obUined hoin 1 l>i 
c/Wfea eaaaabina of North Ainciira. Not only U Ux’ stmi at 
plant thiw usiifiii fuwaUuSvoture. but the roots also, when binled 
hi alutit yield a yoUaw dy«, which la used for d>oinK ) tu as i 

t iMsttfjyof JaiKut (8riufiiohaer*a tranalationh 1 . 1 itf. I 

i FluHnapGiii^vv, p 71. 

I Aimagasiiim notaultum, iTfiih ' 

I llQKik^ dourual d Botany and Bew Carden IdiseaUany, 

Kv. 1. , 




JOUKJTAL, . ; ■ . ■ vg:;- ( ; -;:M;:; ; ' 

in my fbrmer communication,'* ^at the 

R8 described by Pr Macgowau^ is hot a. ij^cies of 
Vanmhu^ but >the same pUmt ad the JSoeAmena 
nivm of botanists, described under ^e name of VrUm 
Umcmima by {^xburgh. The epecimens of China 
correspond exactly with thos^ grown in the Botanic 
Garden, with winch I have compared them. Koeropfer 
in the “ Amcenitates ExotlCaa " gyes jkfho as one of the 
Japan names of the plant; and Thuhberg ii^rogard to 
its uses says: Cortex" profhnibus eonhoiCnais et fills 
validis ad texturas expetitur.’^ V " 

At a meetifig.of the Irish Flax Improvemci^ Society, 
held in May last (1851), the secretary brought forward 
a communication from Dr Maegowan, with a jjlacket 
of seed of the plant from which the grass -cloth is 
manufactured in that country, accompanied by a letter 
from Dr Bowring, Her Britannic Majesty’s consul at 
Canton, forwarded through tlie Board of Trade. The 
committee directed that portions^should be sent to -the 
Belfast Botanic Gardens, and to several individual 
members of the Flax Society, in order to ascertain if 
the plants could be acclimatised, as this fibre might pos- 
sibly atibrd the material for a new textile manufiicture. 
It is in<Ioc<] gratifying to know that tlie introduction of 
tins important plant to Britain has been taken in hand 
b)' tJie Irisli Flax Improvement Society. Should tlie 
attempt be successful, the Boehmena will form a valu- 
able — nay, an inv'aluablo — addition to our agricultural 
productions. 

Ill discusising tlie subjifct of Dr Maegow'an’s commu- 
nication, it was observed that Jiltherto tlie attempts 
made to spin the China-grass fibre on flax machinery 
laid not been successful, but that proliably means could 
be devised for producing yarns of good quality, and at 
a price to compete with the Chinese yam ; and it was 
suggested tliat if the plant could be cultivaU^d in the 
Britisli islands, and the yarn exported to China, the 
result might be of considerable importance in a national 
IJOiiil of ykivr. 

It may be gh'aned from our preceding remarks, that 
considerable diflereuce of opinion exists among bota- 
nists as to the true siiecies which supplies the Tcfm ma; 
Dr Maegowan adhering to the opinion of its iKung a 
species of cannabh or hemp, while most others incline 
to think it a nettle. Wo tliirik there is little doubt 
that the nettle (Bochmeria) is the plant generally cul- 
1 tivatod in China for this fibre, although it ap^iears at 
the satne time evident that other plants are used in 
certain districts to some extent. We are informed by 
an euiiueiit merchant in Ilbng-Kong, that having some 
years ago set inquiries on foot among the Chinc.se with 
a vieiv to commercial speculation, he arrived at the 
following results : — In the south of China (Canton) 
Canmhis sativa (hemp) is us<id ; in the central parts, 
Butih as iSoochow', Bo^meria nivea ; and in the north 
(Tientzinfoo) a nnilvaceoius plant called Suki tilwfoiia. 

In India tlie Boehmeria was in Roxburgh’s time cul- 
tivated for its bark, which abounds in fibres of great 
strvuigth and fineness, in the Calcutta Botanic Gardens 
it glow's very luxuriantly, and blossonis about the 
cioilb of the rainy season. The roots of the original 
plants, as well as of their progeny, are becoming daily 
extended, and continue heiUthy and vigorous, throwing 
up numerous shoots as often as they are cut doyrn for 
the fibres of tlicir bark^ which may be done four or five 
times every year if tlie soil is gocid, and care taken of 
the plant by watering in the hot weather, and draining 
the superfluous moisture in the rains. The plant is os 
readily cultivated from cuttings as tlie willow.f 
* Valuable translations f5rpm Chinese works relative to 
the cultivation of the Tchou and 'ihe preparaiion of 

its fibre, are given in the * Transactions of tl^ Horti- 

oukiiral Society of Bondon ’ (vol lv,, 230^2.) The 
instructions for cultivation, and the explahatipns bf the 
various of preparation, arc dotailed Witjb^ 

ptecirion and nnnuteness, and are amply suffi^^t to 
enable qther cultivators of our own country 
this hew branch of industry, provided the piknt be 
fbuhd be cultivable in pur climate. The following : 
observations are from the ' Imperial Treatise of Chinese 
Agriculture ’ (lib. IxXviii., fol. 8) 

< For tlie purpose of sowing the Tdwu ma in the third 
or fourth montli, a light sandy soil is preferred, 'Jlie 
seeds are sown in a garden, or, where there is no garden, 
in a piece of ground near a river or well. The ground 
is d»/g once or twice, then beds one foot broad and four 
feet long* ai*e made, and after that the earth is again 
dug. The ground is then pressed down, either with the 
foot or tlie back of a spade ; when it is a little firm its 
surface is raked smooth. Tlie next night tlie beds are 
watered, and on the following morning the earth is . 
loosened with a small toothed rake, and then again 
levelled. After that half a chint^ (four pints and a half) 
of moist earth and a ho (one pint) of seeds are token 
and well mixed together. One ho of seeds is enough 
for one or seven beds. After having sown the seeds, it is 
not necessary that they should be covered with earth ; 
indeed if that v'cre done they would not germinate. 
The next tilling to be done is to procure four sticks, sharp 
at one end, and to place them in the ground in a siant- 
iiif* position— two on one side of the bed and two on the 
opposite — for the purpose of supporting a sort of little 
rti^, tu 0 or three feet high, and covertd with a thin mat. 

In the fiftli and sixth mouth, when the rays of the sun 
are iiowerful, this light mat . is covered with a thick 
layer of straw, a precaution adopted to prevent the 
dpstruetion of the young plants by the heat au<l 
drought. Before the seed begins to germinate, or 
when the young leaves first appear, the beds must not 
lie watered. By means of a broom dipped in water the 
roof of matting is wetted so as to keep the ground 
underneath moist. At night the roof is removed, that 
the young plants may catch the dew. As soon as the 
first leaves have appeared, if parasitical plants appear, 
they must be immediately imiled up. When the plant 
is an inch or two liigb, the roof may be laid aside. If 
the earth is rather dry, it must Iki sliglitly moistened to 
tlie dcjith of about thrcHJ inches. A stiffer soil is now 
chosen and throwm into beds, to which tlic young phiuts 
are to be transferred. Tlie following night the first 
bods, in which the young plants are, are to be watered j 
the next moriiiiig the new beds are to be watered also. 
The young plants are then dug up with a spade, care 
being taken to keep a small fall of earth round their 
roots, and arc pricked out at a distance of four inches 
the one from the other. 'Die ground is ofteu hoed. At 
the end of three or five day s the earth must lie watered, 
and again at the end of ten days, fifteen days, anil 
twenty days. After the tenth month the plants must 
be covered with a foot of fresh horsey* ass, or cow 
dung.’ 

It is stated in the * General Treatise oh Agriculture,’ 
entitled ‘Nongtehiug-tsioueii-chou,’ tliat it is a very 
common practice in some i)art.s to propagate tlie plant 
by dividing the entangled roota— a mode more certain 
and not requiring so much care as the raising of seed- 
lings. It is likewise increased by layers: ^ this plan is 
a very quick one.’ In parts where roots are difficult 
to procure seeds are had recourse to. * As soon as ti^e 
yoimg plants are a few inches high tliey ore watered . 
with a mixture of equal quantities of water and liquid ^ 
mamye. . Immediately after Ahe stems are cut the; 
ground must be watered, and this ought to be done 
at night or on a cloudy day; for if the plants were : 
watered in the sunshine they would rusL Great care 
must be taken not to make use of pigs* du^ig. The 
Tchm wa may be pltoed every montlv but it is 
necessary that the ground bo moisti’ ■ How sto ^ 
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lid^tftched fiebm old plants are plim^d at a didtaiice 
a ;aii4 A half jkkpn other; the beds are pro- 
pai^d ih and ittaimred with 

nne itiilck;* and tU^ pUhiUng takes place in the ibllowing 

.; Bprihg/ ■'/■:■ ■■■■■•;•■..•.:.:' 

In tlds detailod all that i$ et pre- 
sent khowh crop which jnay h® : des- 

tiflied at :$ period to becojne an hupottant 

Enroj^i perimps worthy of remark, by 

w#' who may \iflo the 
grSb^cldthy tha^ meeting of the British Associa- 

tion last Macla^ii having used a 

handkiwdliief (exhibited by Dr Cieghom) for wiping a 
lensy he found that with even gentle rubbing thetibro 
'scratched the Burfa^ the glass. The grass -cloth 
hluldkcrchiefs are thus manifestly unsuitable for use by 
those engaged in microscopic researches. 


HOKACE WALPOLE A3sa> THOMAS GUAY. 

AN IMAQIKABV WALOOUE. 

[Paris, A.P, i73J>0 

Graj/, And what sort of evening had you, pray, at 
Milor Conway’s ? 

TI7i^d/6'. Mighty dull it would have boeiv called in 
London but considering the fate of us poor exiles in 
a strange land, it passed off well enough. Wc shook 
<^ach other by the hand more warmly than we should 
have done ill Wiitehall or Leicester Square, and felt 
comfortabhiSd the flesh -and - bl(H)d evidence of every 
John Bhll^Sce that there is such a country as England 
after alt 

G, Which one is really in danger of forgetting— one 
hears so little aliout it from the quality in Paris. 

W, Paris mentions England now and then in a pro- 
verb — as she alludes to Paradise (of which she knows 
just as little) or liabylon the Great 

G* Wliich she is more fami liar witi i, unless Scripture 
misleads arid my eyesight deceives me. 

TF. You shonld have been with us last night at his 
lordsliip’s, for we railed against Prench tilings and per- 
sonages pretty scandalously I promise you, much as we 
enjoy ourselves in the naughty heart of them. My 
j Lord George Bentiiiek and Iliad a prodigious dispute 
I about the luetits of Yersailles, which he lauded and I 
I unsxmringly abused. 

G. Por my part, I spent an absolutely uninterrupted 

evening in letter-writing 

. IF To Dick West, I hope, child ? 

I T?* Tes ; 

H''. T am inlinit^^ to you for forestalljng me. 

1 sliouid only have made mouths at its palatial magni- 
fieehco^ w^hereCSi^y^ were too well pleased with it to 
-dp 

G- You are mistaken ; 1 thought but poorly of tlic 
pi^ and told Dick what I thouglit. For instance, I 
. am barixirian enough to call the Grand Front a huge 
heap of littleness, and to declare of tlm whole building 
that a disagreealde i&ui-ensmfUe yoxL pan nowhe^ 
sCe ibr loyc or mon^^ ^ though I admire the biick 
w|ih the teiT^ hrotize statues. 

As'for- tbe.g^e^',^^ the ■p!a0«i'uve^thiiijg,T''i^U 

: and even :^u mi^t ' 

shocked; .gird^s/ with^fth^ 

,■ ■and,; 


•|^«;::Mind -you ■ cpisifc-^undi^ii 

!^j||;ahd;icey, or.we^rbhy'dkith:..!^ 


' his paw on our shoulders, and whispering Ds per/ h rot 
in OUr ears, and slipping a /ct/re ds eacMt into our 
hands, liittle asT lore^'V^ it is the genteclest 

in the world compared with the Bastilc. 

for mb, 

and horiribly suspicious it me. 

at ^0 theatre last 
Wi^eadi^s a miglitiy, mean, dirty -looking creature, 
^ snuff-box on me, and talk about 

fes pretendod not to suppose mo a 

forbignerY but though I said nothing about that, I was 
rude ^d abrupt enough to prove myself English to 
the backbonOv \ 

G, 1 noticed the ugly rascal. lie invited me in an 
off-hand stj^le to join him in a giuiie at faro or hazard. 
Frobably He keeps a gaming-house himself. 

W. Oh, tliere^s nolhing dishonourable in iloing that, 
you know, here in Paris. More than a hundred of the 
highest pefiple* in the i>lace doit; and the houses arc 
. open all nightj^loug for any adventurer who likes to 
go ill. 

G. 1 fancy our absence from the gaming-tables is 
one reason why we get on so slowly with Iho natives. 
They have no sympathy with abstinence of tleit kind. 
We must be porifect Huguenots to them. 

IF. Had you miicli communication with won chrr 
ami of the snUff-jhox ? I hope, if he is a mouchard, you 
are not compromised ? 

G, I w'os as reserved and circumspect as a Cambridge 
freshman. Ko, I’m quite safe. If I Imd committed 
myself I should have h^tn committed Ixjforo now. 

W. You're a wi.so child ; yet mmo worialium omnihns 
hom mpitj especially while sitting out a tedious Frencli 
liallet, and teiUtvted to talk by a piquant old I'arisiiin. 
What horrible ideas they have of music here ! 

O, Notliing can equal its ■^Tretched ness except the 
profound resjiect with wliich they listen to i t. I )id you 
ever Tiear such screaming? 

IF. No; except in our oivii laughter, when the thing 
' was over : I really liolieve we ' squalled louder and 
longer tiian the singers, and infinitely more in tunc. 
I'd as soon live on maigre as frequent their operas. 
The music is as like gooscliciTy- tart as it is like 
harmony. 

O, More so if the gooseberries be sour, and set your 
teeth on edge. I shan’t venture on another bite, but 
confine myself to Conieille and Moliiirc. What a 
shame It is the houses are so thin on Moli{;rc nights ! 

IK That’s because they ’vc had nbthmg Init Molicrc 
for such a prudigioits time, I don’t supyiose Addison 
himself would continue to bo worsliippcd in London 
every night of the ytfar, and for twenty vcfars running. 
But Moiifere has a foremost page in your good books. 

G* I owe him a great deal, if only for whiling away 
dull hours wliere he helped me to forget 

those ex(!CTable mathematics which are the alpha and 
omega of the university articles of faith. Canibridge 
will never produce a Molicrc, nor will England oitlitr. 

IF. Don’t be uhgratefUl, child, for national mercies. 
C^^mbridge has given us Newton ; and if France has 
bei*' Mblifere^ Drydcii and Vanbrugh, and 

Wyehisrley^^ Steele, and a world of others ? 

Walpole on the list of 
Ea^iih dassics before We have done. 

iFvYl^o ca tell? Stranger things have happened, | 
Not iimly we find among the 

Sir EolK»rt’s son among the* 

^poots? ■:.■■■.■> ■■ ■■ 

G. (]^ Gray himself, riding triumphantly on 

your orgumeat of up ass. I daresay we have both had 
oar d0*.^ams of ^loiy at Eton mid Gambridgc. 

IK And are too old or too sage to have them 
Still After beoomtng travelled gentlemen, and initiated 


in all the mystpriear of the Grand Tour, - we must let , 
the world see what is in us, ami appeal to posterity V 
that imposing; ilction which shali one day be fact I 

G* If tlie world knows no moi^ of us a century hence 
than it docs tp-day, posterity will owe us as little as w© 
owe it. Ah, if one eoiUd only rise from the grave in 
1880, and search tlie booksellers' slieps to see whether 
anything of Walpole or Gray be still on sale ! To poor 
aspiring authors posterity is what eternity Is to Addi- 
son’s Cato — a * pleasing, dreadfiil thought I ' I wonder 
what our great-grandchildren will think of Tope and 
Arbuthnot, of ‘Brooke’s tragedies and Coventry's dia- 
logues. tJnlcss they *ro greater fools tlian 1 suppose 
they ’ll 1 ) 0 — one may speak disrespectfully oA one’s 
juniors, who arc not even going to be born for so con- 
siderable a time to come — they will cancel many a 
literary verdict of our day ; raising the beggar from the 
dunghill, whore we leave him, to be a companion of 
princes, aiul lowering some of our great Apollos to 
silent eontompt. 

H'' Wliy, plenty of authors have come to this pass 
in oiir own cxporienco, whom Pope’s * Bunciad’ has at 
once stripped of immortality and immciiitaUsed. Kvery 
generation produces plenty )norc-*^peoj[>lo who make a 
noise and potlmr for a few lirief moons, and then either 
die a violent death, like Mr Poixi’s victims, by a sort of 
justifiable homicide, or else iK*rish from natural c%^uses, 
the natural in tlie world, 

<7. There’s ratlier a denrth^t present in our home- 
literature. Poetry seems to luivc suuk with the 
Jacobites 

. IV, lioavcit forbid they should rise ag^in together! 

6r. ^iwken like thy father's son. The Iwst thing I 
have seeu lately is a satire called ‘ London,* said to be 
by a youiigfellow named Johnson, who writes for the 
magaziiies. It >vas publishojl last year, and ought to 
Ik) better known Ilian it is, being very terse ami ener- 
getic ; every line in it is well-lomled, and goes otf with 
a shaq) report that you mmt listen to. 

JrV, The satire’s a sort of translation fVom Juvenal 
—isn’t it ? I’ve liad it in ray hands without rending it.‘ 

G, Mr Jolinson is no mere trauslator I promise yon. 
His poem is rather a transfusion of J uvenaliari vis vita: 
into modern veins; such u satire as the old Uoman 
himself would have written had he been a subject of 
his most sacred n^iyesty the secoiiil George. 

ir. Why, child, you’ve discovered miolhur star in 
the heavens. 

G. A fixed one, depend on’t ; and one that you may 
see with the naked eye without telesciiix? or glasses. 

IF. Your vision is perhaps too keen. Simo eyes, 
you know, sec in tlic dark; but w-e ’re not all gifted 
after that feline fashion; and inea.n while Mr — a— a— a 
— ^Johnsoii — is it? — must try and wait. If lie bo no 
falling star he need not be in a hurry, but can go on 
shining till w'o have time to look at him. 

' G. His light won’t go out yet, never fear. As for 
seeing stars, in the dark, I don’t suppose that faculty is 
peculiar to me. When else should w'o notice Uiem? 
T/iis one will probably l>e gazetted in the astronomical 
tables of Parnassus a hundred years lienee. 

IF. In that case the year 1889 ought to have a 
record ol‘ Mr Gray’s prodietimi as well iis Mr Johnson’s 
sign in the aaxlaic. How would * London * go dcWvii 
here at Paris? Js it smart enough t<) take with the 
reader^ of Messieurs Boilcaii and yottMrO ? Mr Pope 
is already a prodigious favourite here, an4 the Pleach 
are capital judges of satire. 

G, Mr Johnson is too smart for them— that isj 
against them : he rails fiuitc angrily against tlie * su^lb 
Gaul,’ deelaiing that — 


* Obsequious, artful, voluble* and gay, . 
On Britain’s fond credulity they pre;?^ 
Kd gauiful trade their industry caii ’3ei 
They sing, they dance, clean shoes, or 


tF Cldld, child ! e’esf A the 

BastHe.f . Snrely you believe in 
atohe-walls liave cars, mercy on us! ivh^must Mey 
haye 

. — ■ ' - ■■ 

AUSTRAI^IA.* ; 
Tittf fi'M step to be taken by our, colonists, now* that 
they had reached the futUro station, was of c<^irsc to 
secure a legid right to the occupancy of the run ; and 
Mr Jones at once started for Melbourne for the pur|K)se 
of procuring a licence for an extended grant, a.s itw’as 
evideut that, froiif the nature.of the land, iho run must 
he largo one to prove iirotitable. It may here he 
stated that this point was in due time settled, and the 
extent of the run tlcfincd: at a later period it wms 
reguluvly survej ed by the government surveyor, and a 
furrow -boundary drawn. Its extent will some- 

what fabulous to those of the old country, accustomed 
to measure hind by .acres ; hut it must be remembered 
ilrnt only about tw'o - thirds wiis available pasiuragc. 
It had a river-fnmtflgc of about 27 miles, and on the 
north side of the river ran 8 miles back ; it also in- 
cluded about 0 miles on the south side, running baitk 
there Smiles likewise: making altogether a territory 
of al)out 288 squani miles. 

A situation w'as now to be chosen for the licad- 
station, and a ceiiti*al point was selected on tlie b:mk 
of the river wdiere it made a convenient bend in iVont 
of the intended buildings. Tlie iiarty linil met with a 
carpenter at one of llie nerirest stations, >vIiose services 
w^erc put in requisition ; and as arcliitectural plans in 
a now country are not very intricate or varied, the 
design w'as soon drawn, and some extra hands hii*ed to 
carry it into efteet. Jt may bo askwi. where in the 
w'ilderness are extra servants to be had just as they 
are wanted? Tiki problem is thus solvcsd: at busy 
seasons, such as lambing or shearing time, mountc-d - 
labourers ai*c generally on the move from station to 
station seeking employment ; and as they engage for a 
term, and seldom ro-eugage with the same master when 
that tcinn is expired, there are generally Ijibourcrs to be 
had, willing to enter into an engagement with a new 
employer. The fact of a now station Udng occupied 
soon gets knowm, and as extra hands are usually wanted 
at first, such stations are the points of attraction for 
those ill the neighbourhood out of cinploymeiil. 

’They first erected, some distance iu the rear of the 
situation of the intended house, a small hut, wliicli w'as 
taken possession of by the master; the kitchen was 
then built— a single detached room some 20 feet by 10, 
built of slabs in the mode befovo deserilied ; and this 
became in turn tlie residence, and the hut Av'as given up 
to the men. The . larger hut ivns then eoiumencedi in 
front of the kitchen, and was habitable in about eight 
months. It consisted of two principal apartments J2 
feet by IG, w ith a passage between them of 5 feet in width 
r-one used as the living room, the other as the bed- 
chamber: two smaller rooms were built as a lean-to 
behind ; and at the side, to correspond to the kitchen, the 
store was erected. Stal )Ung, foivl-liouso.«, & e. cpmpletcd 
the arrangcrriicnt : stockyards were cneUxsed with fen- 
cing, and tw'o or three paddocks weiu in course of time 
railed in. Tlio shearing-bonsc and wool-shed— an im- 
portant part of the establishment of the sheep-farmer— 
was placed on tiie opposite side of tlie river, some little 
distance in tlie rear of the other buildings. This was 
a substaiitial slab-building of about 110 feet by 40, and 
it was p1ac(^ on the opposite side of the river relative 
to the dwClUug, as the uutnberajf sheep driven there at 
shcarlSig' time always makes the gi'ound. bai« foivsome^ 
distaiioe nrnundi giving it a barren and desolate ap$^- 
aiicc. T#0 siJots sonic eight or ten niites up and tlovm 
the xiver, opt either side of Uic hcad-stetlon^ 
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I : fbr «lie^ und ftb each wasi a hot 

a fiook plao^ m care, at first, if 

I j all ■ of whom-w^; 

I : with musket 1 ^ as in a attange 

^ / enemies th^ might 

: ■ encoant^>Wwt<^ sha^ of blacks ♦ or bush- 

t ' rangers/ that with th^ latter 

:J pur iettli^k wto:n^ troubled : tiiey heard some tale 
S. of i BUoliiiliavhig^ and murdered and plundered 

!) at r sptne piitl^^ in the neighbourhood, just 

5 their land; but tliey werethem- 

any annoyance on this score, 
blacks, a gang loon made its ap« 
pearatjice^ wi^^^ cliief, an intelligent and pow^rM 
' yoiumf fiaUaW, at its head. They were, however, disposed 
: to be veiy^l^^ and soon made themselves useful 
r in Strippii^ bark for roofing, sawing timber, &c. I’or 
thesb. seryioes they were^ paid in kind — a bullock, some 
tobacco, or other delicacy, being their remxmeration. 
They are aocompUslied thieves, and when in the neigh- 
bourhood a sharp look-out is necessary; indeed, unless 
their labour w^ wanted, * the master’ would endeavour 
to warn them away , with the aid of strong language 
and a stock-whip, directly a gang was discovered about 
to niake a descent upon the station. TJiey are usually 
very cautious in drfving a bai^ain, taught, perhaps, 
by experience that they may be overmatcliea by tlieir 
whito employer. They will tuni with contempt from 
the offbr, it may be, of some lean, working bullock, with 
‘Him bale budgeryt — ^him too much old man — ^you 
too much ..... cheat I ’—the expletives of tlieir white 
teachers being, it is to be regretted, too aptly caught 
up as part of their vocabulary, or ^ jabber,’ to use tlieir 
own word for talk. 

But to return to our 8ub!,ject — the head -station. 
The hut of the squatter, when complete, is rather 
picturesque than otherwise, and Frank’s was a fair 
specimen of the class. It had a frontage of about 
05 fret, was 7J feet high from the groimd to the eaves, 
with a veranda, supported ui>on green-painted posts, 
the whole length ; the dooi's and window-frames were 
of (redar, and were brought ready -iiiadf from M(i* 
bourne, and being oileil, had a very civilised appear- 
ance; a small enclosure, with paling and wicket for 
entrance, was in front of the hut, and contained a few 
trees, and, for a few mouths in the year, some home 
flowers— mignionettc, '&c. The interior of the rtioms 
was lined with canvas (battened as in England) ; and 
in some huts, where a lady-inhabitant introduces ele- 
gances as well as comforts, the canvas is covered with 
paper of some gay pattern ; then tlui wdiole apartment 
--with its cliairs and tables— piano, may be — and little 
. library of choice books— assumes quite a homo ap{>ear- 
ajne^ and would do no' discredit to any EngUsh dwelling 
of the class. In the case, however, of our 

f^ends—^both ' bachelors — the liutwas but simply fur- 
hi^d, fpr a long period nothing lieyond necessaries 
being aidmitted ; the only ornamented part being the 
chimney, which was whitewashed (with lime brought 
from Mep»oume) in a tasty style. Tlie bedrooms con- 
tained tent-bedskeade, with tbeir linen and mattresses, 
and scarcely anything else : the vicinity of the river 
rendered ^w superfluous, und the mysteries 

of the„ tpilet being renounced by the squatter when 
fn the bneh. He keeps a town-suit of * dress * clo'Ses 
in his bok at bis hotel at Ids market-town, which suit 
be wears during his annual visit tliero ; but at otlter 
times be is ;ttnfr^i«^ Loose canvas- 

trous^s, and ch«^ at the throat, with 

broad-brimmM^^^ or of late tboa‘lim 

' . Complete it;': 

and iwngipe a 


I b^d of many months’ growtli, and you may picture 
MIhe squatter to the Ufo ; tliough it must be confessed 
that file razor is more used than formerly, as civilisa- 
riob, so to speak, advances into the interior. 

pur friends having brought up their horses, some 
twen^ in number, and imported an Arab from India 
to with Ihem,^ having also succeeded in getting 
upon advantageous terms a small drove of cattle (for 
consumpti^), found their liands tolerably full of work ; 
and for the sake of convenienco adopted a plan of divi- 
sion of labour, which, being found to answer well, tlioy 
oontitmedc. to follow. Frank took upon himsidf the 
superintendence of the out-station work, while his 
partn^JP engag^ to manage the books and stores, and 
look after the men employed at the head -station— -a 
sort of Bccretaiy for the home department. The most 
difficult part of Frank’s daily duty was, at first, the 
necessaiy breaking in of the flocks and cattle to the 
rum this is merely the keeping a constant watch upon 
them, and not allowing them to stray over the houridary, 
and thus trespass upon a neighbour’s iiroperty ; but if 
properly attended to, although a great deal of care is 
required at flr»^, it is astonishing how soon the stock 
appear instinctively wo know their proper limit. This 
object once attained, Frank’s chief occupation consisted 
in* a daily ride to one or more of the oiit-8tation.s, for 
the pur|K)se of overlooking his stock, and seeing that 
his men did their duty, bJowheix? is ‘ the eye of the 
master’ mor© necessary to insure diligence in the ser- 
vant tlian in the bush, and in no situation is ‘ gro(*n- 
.ness,’ or want of practical knowledge in the emi)loyor, 
sooner found out and taken advantage of. It was now 
that the experience so hardly earned by Frank stood | 
him in gooil ste*Mi ; and during his daily superinttMid- , 
ence he Imd often cause to he tliankful that he had so 
serviceable an apprenticeship at Jerry’s Creek befoi e 
undertaking his present extensive Bpeculation. Ac- 
tivity, too, both of body and mind, arc essential lioints 
for success; and often has our settlci* ridden t(i a 
distant sheop-station. some twelve mikvs olF, counted 
out tlie flock, and gallopped home again by breakfast- 
time — ^sunrise. Indeed, distance seems never to be ! 
thought of by men whose life, like tliat of the wamler- i 
ing Arab, is mostly spent in the saddle, and whose j! 
horses, comparatively speaking, never tire, or ncicd | 
more food than the natural grassea of the country. | 
A little anecdote may serve to illustrate this. Soon | 
alte Frank’s arrival at the Heniy River Station, on i 
Xmying a visit one evening to bis next neighbour, whoso 
station was about twenty miles distant, our squniter ! 
fpimd the wife of his friend suflering from tootliivilu'. | 

*Wliy don’t you have it out?’ was Frank’s natural j 
exclamation. i 

‘You shew that you arc fresh in these parts,’ an- I 
swered his neighbour. ‘Have it out, indeed! why, | 
our doctor lives fifty miles off! * 

‘Well,’ rejoined Frank, whose employment in his 
brother’s surgery might now turn to advantage — 
‘well, I-li take it out for you. I must run hack for 
my instruments, and wiU do the job in a twinkling.’ j 
And, in truth, into the saddle he Jumjvid — hoinew'urds i 
his twenty miles he hied— pocketed his instruments — ; 
gallopped back— pulled out the offender— h fid a cup <jf 
te#; and returned home— os if it had been but three 
streets off. 

About file end of June the lambing season — an 
anxious time--^mmenccd, and continued for about six 
weeks. extm bfinds were hired to ea(!h flock, and 
ar tlielmbs are all bred in the open air, a good deal of 
attention was required ; the season proved dry, Mdiich 
in their favour, and a good increase was the result; 
an^ although the marking, tailing, &c. of the flock of 
wldch was all done by Frank himself, was 
far; friun pleasant employment, yet ‘ the 
nope ;(ff reward sweetened labour,’ and it was some 
fitfio ditOTioft fiw the usual monotony of his duties. 


The next ]^>riod of excitement came with Octoher, 
>vhcu shearing, ilie important operation of the yeaf) 
began. Our friends were under no anxiety respecting 
the extra hands necessary, for several gangs of sliearers 
arc sure to be travelling tlio country at this season ; and, 
accordingly, a troop of ten or twelve made their appear- 
ance one morning with tlie inqtuiry t * Has the master 
hired his Bheai*erfl yet?* 

‘ No,* says the. mastor 5 ‘ how much a h^ndr^ will 
you take ? * 

‘ How much will you give?* 

Frank, who liad heard of a nei^bour hising at the 
rate of 12g. Gd., named that sum. 

* That won’t do at all ; we’ll come pr one poUid.* 

‘ 1 can’t give that** 

‘Well, good-night, master.* 

‘ G ood-niglit I * And the worthies dispersed forthwith 
to tiio men’s huts, where, -after hobbling their liorses, 
they made tliemsolvcs comfortable for the night, and 
made use of the time to inquire as to the master’s 
character for liberality, &c. The next xnorning, while 
Frank was at breakfast, came a deputation : *lf you’ll 
take us all, we ’ll come for sixteeiyjhiUtngs.* 

*No,’ siiyg our friend. Hut tncy would not abate 
more ; mid wlien the last of them had filed off past the 
river, Frank was tain to ‘cooie** after them, and agree 
to their ollbr. This sort of battle between master and 
servant is very common with such men, as they lose no 
opportunity for taking in a fresh hand in the matter 
of M ages, as indeed in every other particular. If the 
master or his deputy does not aiiporintcnd the opera- 
tion of sliearing, or if the men find him to bo ignorant, 
tliey will ‘ race,’ or leave on the bottom, the most valu- 
I able wool, which is the hardest to cut, A fast siiearer 
I liiis been known to cut 120 sheep a day; but 60 to 80 
j is the usual average. The men purchase their own 
! rations and slicars, which are supplied from the 
I master’s store ; as ejicli fleece is shorn it is subjected to 
I tilts press— lifter having been shaken free from dirt, 

I anil folded upon the folding-table — and packed in bags 
I brought from Melbourne, always a necessary part of 
j the stores. Tlie press used by IiYank for some time 
; was merely a weight adjusted by pulleys and common 
j liiekle ; but as this v'as freipientiy getting out of order, 
he subsequently purchased a screw -press — a very 
efibiUive though costly article, its price being L.t)0. 

In fihout a month the wool was ready for (rarriage to 
Melbourne, and the drays were put in requisition, the 
bales were all well secureil upon them, and put in 
charge of two men to each dray — the driver and his 
mute — w'ho took jiro^'isions with them for the time they 
<!xjiect(;d to be on the road — about a month. They 
were expected to travel about fourteen miles per diem, 
starting early in tlio morning, halting during the hottest 
part of the day, and sleeping at night under the tar- 
paulins of their drays. In about a fortnight Frank, 
having arranged with Ids partner for the conduct and 
sillier vision of afiairs at home, started for the capital 
to sell their w ool, and lay in a stock of supplies for 
the next year. Ilia manner of journeying was tlds : 
Attired in tlio usual costume, he gallotiped along on one 
horse, at the same time leading another, upon which a 
small valtso witli a change was strapped. Btarting each 
day at or before smirise, resting for a feyr hours at 
mid-day, and putting up for the night at sundown at 
some friendly station — or, as he neared the town, at 
some roadside inn— he managed to get ov^ fhan fcitty \ 
to fifty miles a day, occasionally mounting the ledrhorse j 
by way of relief. 

He came up with the drays on the fourth diiQr, and 
finding all right, pursued bis course, and reached 
bourne at the end of the sixth. Arriyeil at fiis hotel, 
he donned his town-suit, and proceeded next morning 
to his agent, to negotiate the sale of his y ilM y ^ d »ee 

* The colonfaU * halloo ! * heard to a great distance. 


how ids balance stood The usual Of doing busi- 
ness is tjblsj The up-country squatter has ibis agent 
in tpwm to whom he consigns his wool, and isppii whom 
hovdSmws cheques to pay wages and other expenses, 
The ai^ount is bolam^ when the clip mrives, and 
ofinn does the fbrm find tliat he is in debf to 
agent. The :^ponscs at first are nooessarily grbat,i 
but erSdit is re^ily obtained—tho borrower paying a 
variable, sometimes a high rate of interest, and a commis- 
sion upon the loan. Tliis system of credit, although 
convenient, is apt to generate carelessn^s in moncy- 
inatters ; and the custom of living luxuriously when in 
town— or ‘down tbe country,* as it is called— Bometimea 
BW^ows up much of tiie year’s profits ; and although 
it is but justice to state, that in general the settlers are 
steady and economical men — esp^iaUy Of late years — 
still there are always some few ‘ fast* ones, to be found 
too ready to enter into the dissipations of the capital. 
Doubtless there are many excuses to be found for men 
debarred in a ^eat measure for the greater part of the 
jrear from the society and amusements of their fellows ; 
It is easy to fancy hoxv reluctant they must be to tear 
themselves from the charms and social enjoyments of 
the town ; still it would be well if some were to remem- 
licr the sentiment — ‘May to-day’s enjoyment bear 
to-morrow’s rcfliccUonr and copy the example of our 
friend iif enjoying themselves during their sojourn 
wdthout excreeding the bounds of prudence. With 
regard to the labouring- classes, too often may lie 
applied to them the colonial phrasb — ‘ TJioy earn their 
money like horses, and spend it like asses.* The 
shepherd or stock-keeper, imnietliately upon receiving 
his balance of wages due at the end of Ms term of ser- 
vice, goes to the nearest inn to change his cheque; and 
there, in many instances, he remains day after day, or 
week after w^k, according to the length of his pursei 
and for the greater part of the time in a state of intoxi- 
cation, until he has spent every shilling. 

It may apiicar somewhat extraordinary to those of 
the old country, accustomed to buy their poimd of 
cotfbe, and who consider a loaf or two of sugar, and 
raeven iioiiuds of tea, a large investment, to read of the 
items of a squatter’s provisiftiing sent home on the 
i^'turn of the drays. Tlioy took hack no less a quantity 
than eight tons of flour, thirty-five cwt. of sugar^ nine 
cliosts of tea, of about seventy pounds each, and one 
keg of tobacco (280 lbs.) — these the mcessay^ks. Then 
came minor artieles-^pre^servcti fruits, pickles, cpockeiy, 
linen, ironmongery, clotliing, fish-hooks, powderaud shot, 
harness, shears, &c. &c. ; and among the rest strychnine 
(a deadly poison, the active principle of the nux-vomica), 
of which they use great quantities to poison the native 
dogs, this mode of extermination being found most 
elJcctual. In short, the store of the squatter presents 
more the appearance of what is termed in the country 
districts of England a general shop^ which in ©fleet it 
really is ; for everything that the men require, either 
I fbr themselves or families, beyond their regular rations, 
j is purchased at the store, and put down to their account, 
and deducted from their wages at settling- timel 
j It needs not to detail minutely the oeourj^^nees of 
succeeding years : eacli as it pass(^ witnessed improvo- 
I ments on our settlers* run, and increase in their flocks; 
but tlioir duties and occupations were the same. In 
I the tliinl year they built a* wooden bridge aver the 
river at their beati-statibn, in lieu of a pmit winch bad 
heretofore served them for orossing. The next year; 
they purchase<l the screw-press before mentioned, and 
imported IS race -horse from England for the purpos® of 
bre<iiding, lii the year just parsed they sold their afiituaV v 
clip for a considerable sum ; they likewise disi^sed of ; 

from TfiOOsupernumejUiy she^ per hesd*; v 
They, have at present a stock 6f about 20,000 ' . 

head of cattlei which they keep up to tiiat hui^ 
the purpose of food, one tong sto every tea 
tho Qoniumption of the station, as tof ^ 




. |>»1 meal; cAtQ^ | they Imve al^li;^ etore. The climate in the interior 

. oh tlie average JtrilO each ; tfite^ iitoro is well fUledJ and la or e%ht months of the year. There 

^Ihek imp^^ aro repair* The country is vhty little vegetation at tlus season, but during the 

-to dnit they winti^r and spring months— June to October — wliich 

' to send so^o 150 are Uke early autumn in England, vegetation pro- 

mil^ nqw passes their c^a rapidly. There is a good supply of excellent lisli 

huty aha llih^ a week ; they a^ both in tlie ^Hyers j and^owl— such as quail, wild turkey, 

in the oOiimuto becomiiig snlp^ ^aTe in most districts. The hospi- 

meii *rhoy talk of getting a small rim lality pf tii|p bush is proverbial. Men dismount at a 
)t6wn, where^^^ stock for sde station, secure their horses, and wafic lii and make 

— the climate being more themselves ebmfbrtable with precisely the same con- 
, t;e*npe^]a$er^^they may reside during tpe hottest part of fldencc as if all were their own proi)crty; „and as * sim- 
tb© W a manager at the Henry Kiver. down’ is the general dinner-hour in the bush, ‘ callers* 

; :3Phn3?:Haye boen^?^^ hitherto, from cam^rh are coUlinually dropping in at that time: they partake 

^ in Uieir docks — a terrible disease, which somotimes of the hieal*— join in a social pipe, and pot of tea or 
sweeps away hiuuireds at oncie, and depreciates the glass of grog, aS the case may be — retire to a tent-bed- 
value of tlio survivors, but which seldom appears in a stead and mattress in the sleeping- room ; and are often 
*new^ country. In fact, it seems, in all human pro- up and nway before the master rises, without w'ishirig 
Lability, that their onward path is now smooth ; the him good-morning. 

first dimculties are over; and if the 3 »'have the average The great want in the bush is the means of cduca- 
good fortune, they will soon arrive at that iKJiiit of life’s tion, both religious and moral. Children must be 
journey from which they may look back in security' separated early from their parents, or they will grow 
upon their early trials, as only necessary to Iw kei>t in up mure shephesds j;nd stock-keepers; but, of course, 
memory as reasons for thankfulness that they are past, as the country heebmes settled, this evil will be 
It would bo well perhaps for our settler— as it would gradually diminished. Even now most families have 
certainly be a conclusion more in accordance wdth eus- religious services in their houses on Sunday, at which 
tom in all such romantic narratives — if this V*o\dd be their households and dependents assist, Hut when the 
youlid up with a happy wedding ; hut, alas! our friend nearest church is 300 miles distant, religious observ- 
is still a bachelor. It would be well perhaps for him — aiices must be often neglected, and the Sunday becomes 


in polishing the rugged manners of a now settlement, man able and willing to work with bis hands, or the 
in alleviating the crosses, and rendering bearable the man with some capital, who is thus enabled to use the 
toils, of the squatter’s daily life? "VVliat power so hands of others. And even tlic capitalist, to do well, 
likely as hers to reform those hal}its liintcd at in our must have ho small share of industry, eiu?rgy, and p( r- 
tale, by making lioma the source of enjojTueiit, and severance. Anyone going out without these cliantc- 
, reudering unnocossury the search for happiness else- teristics (unless he turn shepherd, which employment 
where? Admitting that some w'omen are uiifittod by will admirably suit even tlm hTSsicst) may be put down, 
nature or habits for life in the bush, is there anything to use an expressive colonial idirase, as * cranky,’ or 
In that life nlarinmg to the majority? Certainly not. not in the possession of common discretion; on the 
Nowhere does the peculiar province of the s(*\-^domes- other hand, wdth these qualities, conjoined w-ith 
tleity,^ to use a hard w'Srd — sliew to more advantage prudence and oc(>num)'^, lie may not succeed in 
thiin in the in^muj/c of the squatter. Is there more amassing a fortune, but he will assuredly seeure 
neiitmiss aiul order around a stfition— the garden Ixjtter comfort and coinpetencc; . 

cultivated— the men less rough and uniK)lishod — the To tliose of his (tc;quaintancc who may discern the 
master more happy and contented, even if not moiu real hero of the foregoing narrative through, tlic 
prosperous, than his neighbours— tic sure a lady-presi- ‘noininis umbra’ Fnudv Woodman, the writer liegs to 
dent is there; and the more frequently such homes are say that the true ‘Frank’ is not res])onsil)le for any 
met with in the (xilony — the more extended the sphere fimts or opinions therein expressed; the recollections 
qf sudi infiuGUces-^tiie happier will l)e the state, the cf many n plcaisant evening passed in his comjiauy 
more eleyated the social xiosition, of the sheep-farmer alforded ttie foundation of the sketch wliich will for the 
: in Australia. fii’st time meet lua eye in these x>ages. 

A few X)artkjttlars may be perhaps advantageously - ' - ■ ' 

. added pu praciicid matters relative to bush-life. First. W i 

as to the tenurt At the VAGAKIES OF HIE IMAGINATION. 

if ^ described w as occupied, a llecnoe * Faucy it burgundy,’ said Boniface of bis ale — * onl^' 

to bold lamls Wbile unsold was granted by government fimey it, and it is worth a guinea a quart ! ’ Bouifaco 
a^fenient w^cording tp thc_oxte.U. (The Hpnry was a t>UUosopt.or: f«.wy cau do n.uch moro than 

dirges arc about to take* or liaVo takra 

>tow B^bitians lands are to be affection, pf the btart are not slow in Terifynig the 

Allj^, When in settled districts— ^ apprehension: the uneasy and constant watching of 

towndiin au hnsetri^ pountry^, as FraJiVs, t(> have four- its P'^lsations soozi disturbs tlie circulation, and malady 
teen years’ lea^ at an aSsqssmeiit te^rdiug to the; ensue beyond tlie pov'cr of medkihe. Some pliy- 
ftUin^r of stock a Tgn wi^; CkTy ; and siemns believe that infiamraation can be induced in i 


^ s%mata(tbc marks 

tM pet ann^^tli ^ “V no* have been pro- 

^ hut of an excited 

. p<)uuds' :,a[pagiijft^lpn. ^TIie’;bypi^on bcon^known' to ■ 

forced to. ^ pass 'through, a '.door which he 
n^w his person. Tim stoiy of tho 

V 5 ik uncOnscioui of the arrived of tlze rei>fieve, 
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diotl under the stroke of a wet handkercliief, Wieyin^ 
it to be the axe, is well known. Paracelsus held, ‘ that 
t!icre is in man an imagination which really edbets and 
brings to pass the things that did not bcibro exist; for a 
man by imagination willipg to move Ms body moves 
it in fact, and by his imaginationj^d thO comuierco 
of invisible lowers he may also move another body/ 
l.'aracelsus -would not have been surprised at tlic feats 
of electro -biology. He exhorts his patients to have 
‘a. good faith, a strong imagination, a,nd they shall 
find the effects.* ‘ All doubt,* he says, .* destroys work, 
and leaves it imperfect in the wise deisigns of nature: 
it is from faith that imagination draw's its sffcngtb, 
it is by faith it becomes complete and realised; he 
who bolicvetli in nature will obtain from nature to Iho 
extent of bis faith, and lot the object of this ftiitli be 
real or imaginary, he nevertheless reaps similar results 
— and lienee the cause of superstition.* 

So early as 14G3 Pomponatus of Mantua came to 
the conclusion, in liis work on incantiUiou, that all the 
arts of sorcery and witcboralt werj^lic result of natural 
operations. He conceived that it was not improbable 
that external means, called into action by the soul, 
might relieve our sufferings, and that there did, more- 
over, exist individuals endowed with salutary proper- 
ties ; so it might, therefore, be easily coiieeivofl that 
marvellous effects should lie produced by the imagina- 
1 ion aiid liy confidence, more especially when these arc 
reciprocal between the patient and the person who 
assists his recovery. Two years after, the same 
opinion was advanced by Agrippa in Cologne. ‘ The 
soul,’ he said, ‘ if inllamed by a fervent imagination, 
could dispense} health and disease, not only in the 
individual himself, bii^in other bodies.’ However 
absurd these opinions may have been considered, or 
looked on iis enthusiastic, the time has epme when tliey 
will be gravely examined. 

That medical professors have at all times believed 
the imagination to jKissess a strange and powerful influ- 
ence over mind and body is proved by their writings, 
by some of their prescriptions, and by their oft-repeated 
diro(‘ti()U in the sick-ebamber to divert the patient’s 
mind from dwelling on his own state and from attend- 
ing to the symptoms of his complaint. They consider 
the reading of medical books which accurately describe 
the symptoms of various complaints as likely to have an 
injurious eflect, not only on the delicate but on persons 
in full health ; and they are conscious how many died 
during the time of the plague and cholera, not only of 
t]»e.so diseases but from tlie dread of them, wdiicli hrougiit 
on all the fatal symptoms. So evident Was the effect 
priwluoed by the detailed oc(!ounts of the cholera in,the 
public i)apcrs in tlio year 1811), that it was found 
ubsiolutcly necessary to restrain the publications on tlie 
sul >j c(} t. Tlie illusions under Avhicli vast numbers acted 
and suflered have gone, indeed, to the most extravagant 
extent; individuals, not merely singly but in com- 
munities, have actually believed in their own trans- 
formation. A nobleman of the court of Louis XI V”. 
fancied himself a dog, and would, pop his head out of 
the window to bark at the passeii^rs; whiiO the 
barking disease at the camp-meotings of the Methodists 
Of North America hn» been descrihfed as ‘extravagant 
beyond belief.* Rollin and Ilccauet Imre r^jorded a 
malady by whicli tlio inmates pf an exte^ con- 
vent near Paris were attacked siniultanelwiljfe^ d^^ 
day nt the same hour, when JJiey Rdieved. thpm^lYes 


transformed into cats, Und a universal thewing was 
kept up throughout the convent for, sovk^^ l^ But 
this strange 

took, OOrte vras so terrible as that of the lyditithropy, 
which at One period spread through Euro^ I in wliii^ 
the unlmi^y sdfferers, believing tliemselves wOlves, 
went prowling about tho forests uttering the most 
terrific bowlings, carrying off lambs from tUc^ flocksi 
and gnawing dead bodies in their graves. 

While . every day’s experionen adds some new proof 
of the influence posaesscil by the imagination over tlie 
body, the supposed effect of contagion has become a 
question of doubt. Lately, at a moetiug in Kcliii- 
biirgh. Professor Dick gave it asiiis opinion thattlierc 
was no such thing as liydrophobia' in the lower animals : 
‘what went properly by that naine was simply an 
infbmTmatlou of tlie brain ; and the disease, in tho 
case of human beings, was caused by an overexcited 
imagination, worked upon by the popular delusion on 
the effects of a bite by rabid animals.* Tlip following 
paragraph from the ‘ Curiosities of Medicine * ai)p(?ars 
to“ justify this now common enough 0 ])iuion : — * Seve- 
ral persons had been bitten by a rabid dog in the 
Faubourg St Antoine, and three of thorn had died in 
our hospital. A report, however, was prevalent that 
w-c kept a inixtnro whudi would ettectually prevent 
their fatal termination ; and no less than six applicanl.s 
wdio bad been bitten wei*c served- witli a draught of 
coloured water, and in no one instanco did liydropliobia 
ensue.* 

A remarkable cure through a similar aid of the 
imagination took place in a patient of J)r lieddoes, 
who was at the time very sanguine about tho etleet 
of nitrous acid gas in paralytic cases. Anxious tliat 
it should be imbibed by one of his paticMils, ho sent 
an invalid to Sir lluiTiphiy Davy, with a request tliut 
he %vonld administer tho gas. Sir Humphry put the 
bulb of the thermometer under the tongue of the para- 
lytic, to ascertain the temperature of the hotly, that 
he might be sure w’hetber it w^ould be affected at all by 
the inhalation of the gas. Tlie patient, full of faith from 
what the enthusiastic physician had assured him would 
be tlie result, and Ixjlieving that the thevinomoter was 
what was to effect the cure, exclaimed at oiice that he felt 
belter. Sir Humphry, anxious to see what imagination 
would do in sucli a case, dirl not attempt to undeceive 
the man, but saying that ho had done enough for hiin 
that day, desired him to be with him the next morning. 
The thermometer was then applied as it had been llie 
da5" before, and for every day during a fortnight— at the 
end of wdiich time the patient was perfectly cured. 

rerhaps there is nothing on record more curious 
of this kind than the , cures nuw’ittingly performed by 
Chief- Justice Holt. It seems that for a youthful frolic 
he and his companions had put up at a country inn ; 
they, however, found themselves witliout the nieajis of 
defraying their expenses, and were at a loss to know 
what they should do in such an emergency. Holt, 
however, perceived tliat tlie hinkceper’s daughter 
IcKikcd very ill, aial on inquiring wliat was the iiiatttT, 
learned that she had the ague ; w^hen, passing him- 
self ofl* for a medical student, he stiid that he luul an 
infallible cure for the complaiiit. He then collected 
a number of plants, mixed them up willi various 
ceremonies, and enclosed them in parchment, on which 
he scrawled divers cabalistic clmr.'icters. When all 
was completed, lie susiiehdcd the amulet round, the 
neck of tire young woman, rfind, strange to .say, the 
aguiS left her and never returned. The landlord, 
grafof*ul for djie restoration of Ida daughter, pot ohly 
declined receiving any payment from the . 

pi^ssed them to remain as long aa/they 
yeaiis Sfteif, when Holt was oh the bon^^ i 
-was before him, with wi^erslt : she 
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' ^ /^yslcians hare candidly con- ] 

conddence tO' art. lE^aith.:] 
hot only h^f the cure* Imt 
Madame de Geiilia tells of a girl I 
h^ of her leg ft)r fire years, and 

C|bnil|^ nsUy m the help of crutches^ while her 

^ to he supported : she was in such a pitiehle 

; atath Of w^ness> 4;he pronounced 

' iibr xuUe She, however, t(K)k it into her I 

head if she was taken to Notre Bame de Liesse ; 
she wbuid^ceftainly recover. It was fifteen lea|:ue8 
"iVoh^ (^lepcmt where she lived. She was placed lu a 
cart hrhich her father drove, while her sister sat by her 
suppor^ng her back. The moment tliO steeple of 
Notre Banio deldeaso was in sight she uttered an 
excltoaticm, and said that her log was getting well. 
She alighted ftnm the cor without assistance, and no 
longer roq^ulring the help of her crutches; slio ran into 
the church. Wlieti she returned libme tho villagers 
gathered about her, scarcc'ly hclioving that it was 
indeed the girl who had left them in such a wretched 
state, how they saw her running and bounding along, 
no longer alciipple, but as active as any among them. 

. Not less extraordinary arc the cures winch are 
efibeted by some sudden agitation. An alarm of fire 
has Wen known to restore a patient entirely, or for 
a time) from a tedious illness: it is no uncommon 
tiling to hear of the victim of a severe fit of the 
gout, .whose feet have lH§cn utterly powerless, running 
nimbly away ftom some approaching danger. Boor 
Qrimaldi in his declining years had almost quite lost 
the use of Ills limbs owing to the most lioiicless debility. 
An he sat one day by the bedside of his wife, Who w as 
ftl, word was brought to him tluit a friend wtiited below 
to see him. He got dora to the parlour wiih extreme 
^i&ulty. His mend was tho bearer of heavy news 
ho dreaded to communicate : it was the death of 
i^rh4ldi*s son, who, though reckless and worthless, 
was fondly lov^ by the poor father. The intelligence 
was broken ns gontly as. such a sad event could bo : but 
In an imsiant GrimaUli sprung from his chair— his lassi* 
tude and debility were gone, his breathing, which li/id 
for a long .time been tiiflicul t, became perfectly easy— 
he w^ fi^ly a moment in bounding up the stairs 
which but a quarter of an hour before he had passed 
; ^th extreme difficulty in ten minutes ; he reached the 
Mslde^ and hid hU, wife that their son was dead ; and 
■as she liorst Into ah agony of grief ho flung himself 
into again instantaneously, ns it 

has h^ touchingly described, * an enfeebled and 
crippled oM 

The imaginayott, which is remarkable for its un- 
governable infiuehce, comes into action on some occa- 
iipna periodically with the most precise regularity. 

^ A ^^end once hild us of a young relation who was 
to ner^^ attacks ; she was spending some 
at thp seaside for change of air, but tho even.ing- ; 

vessel' in 'the; bay 'at .eight', o’clock,- 
aignal... for- .■ h' :-hhrvpus'. 'attack's '■'Ao-' 
.;^l;'Mk. insehrtl!^^^ 

tbe expeot^' > 

^ M;; - 'siKx;eede^;#hA : 

I ' ' 


retdved) - ^ MhUng fit snooeeded, as if it were 
to Knake up for the bmission of the xireccding eveningt 
IJt is liOld of the great tragic antress Clairori, who had 
been t^ie inuoc»?nt cause^ ^ the suicide of a man wbo 
destroy^ hims^f by a pistol- shot, that ever after, 
at the exact moment when* the fatal deed had been 
perpetrated '-!-,one o’clock In tho. morning — she beard 
the shot. asleep, it awakened her: if ergaged in 
conversatiofi, it interirupted her ; in solitude or in com- 
pany, at home or travelling, in the midst of revelry 
or at her devotioipb ^ it to the very 

moment, p ; 

Tlie same indelible impression has been made in 
hundreds of cases, and on persons of every variety of 
temperament and every pursui^ whether engaged in 
business, science, or art, or rapt in holy contemplation. 
On one occasion Pascal harl been thrown down on a 
bridge which had no iiaraiiet, and his imagination was 
so haunted for ever after by tlie danger, that he always 
fancied himself on the brink of a steep precipice over- 
hanging an abyss ready to engulf him. Tills illusion 
had taken siicli possession of his mind that the friends 
who Ciune to coTlWusig with him were obliged to place 
tho chairs on whicli they seated themselves between 
him and the fancied danger. But the effects of 
terror are tho best known of all the vagaries of tho 
imagination. 

A very remarkable case of tho influence of imngi na- 
tion occurred between sixty and seventy years since 
in Bubliu, connected with the celebrated frolics of 
Balkey Island. It is said Gnrran and liis gay coin- 
imnions delighted to spend a day there, and that 
with them originated the frolic of eloeting ‘ a king 
of Balkey and the a^iacient islands,’ and appoint- 
ing his tihancellor and all tlio officers of state. A 
roan in ’the middle rank of lifc, universally rospectoil, 
and remarkable alike for kindly and generous feel- 
ings and a convivial spirit, (gas unanimously elected 
to mi the throne. He entered with his whole litnrt 
into all tho humours of the pastime, in which the 
citizens of .Dublin so long delighted. A journal was 
kept^ enlled the * Balkey Gazette/ in Which all puldic 
proceedings were inserted, and it alibrded great amuse- 
ment to its conductors. But the mock pageantry, tho 
affected loyalty, and the pretended homage of his sub- 
jects, at length liegaii to excite the imagination of 
‘King John/ as lie was called. Fiction at length 
became with him reality, and he fancictl himself 
‘ every inch a king.’ His family and friends perceived 
■with dismay and deep sorrow the strange delusion 
which nothing could shake : ho would speak on no 
subject save the kingdom of Ihilkoy and its govern- 
ment, and ho loved to dw'ell on the various projects 
he had in contemplation for the benefit of liis people, 
and boasted of his high prerogative: he never could 
conceive himself divesteil for one momoiit of his royal 
p<)wer8, and exacted the most profound dt^fereneo to 
iiis^ kingly authority. Tlie last year and a half of his 
life* were spent in Swift’s hospital for lunatics. Tic 
felt his laat hours approaching, but no gleam of return- 
ing reason niafked the parting scone : to llie very last 
instant he beUevpd himself a king, and all his cares 
and anxieties were for Ms p^plc. Ho B{K)ko in high 
terms of his chancellor, hie attorncy-gcnoral, and all 
Ms officers of stat^ ami of the dignitaries of the church : 
he r^uunended'^ his kingdom, and trusted 
they inst all rrtftin the high ofilces which thi^ now 
helA ^ spoke oh the subject with a dij^ified cedm- 
ne^ weB Incoming the solemn leave-taking of a 
.■monarch ; but whm he »pfeak of the crown ho 

^as fbottt to his feelings were quite 

iea^e tdied down his cheeks : ‘ I 
whom 
This remarkable 

' ieoUe is r^setded M notices of deaths for 

the yes* The delusion,’ though ^ m painful to 




his friends, waB for from an unhappy ono to its yiqtim; 
Ills feelings were gratified tb the last while thiiiHng he 
was occupied with the good of his fellow -Creatures: — 
an occupation l>cst suited to lu&benoYolont dlspoaitioh. 

AN INDIAN PET. 

Thk ichneumon, called' in India neulah, henjce, 
or mungoos, is known all’ oyer that country, t have 
seen it on the banks of the Ganges, and among the old 
walls of Jaunporo, Sirhind, and at Loodianah ; for, like 
Others of the weasel kind, this little animal deliglxts in 
I>laces where it can lurk and peep— such as heaps of 
stones and ruins ; and there is no lack of these in old 
Indian cities. 

That the neiilah is a fierce^ terrible, bloodthirsty, 
destructive little t;reaturc, I experienced to my cost ; 
hut notwithstanding all tlio provocation I received, I 
was led into becoming his friend and protector, and so 
finding him out to be the most cliarming and amiable 
pet in tlio world. 

In niy military career (for the ^fiflndian was long 
attached to tlie army) I w'as stationed at Jaunporo, and 
having a house with many conveniences, I took pleasure 
in rearing poultry ; but scarcely a single chicken could 
he in»gnifi(‘d to a lien: the rapacious neulalis, fond of 
tender ineat, waylaying all iny young broods, sucking 
their hlood, and feasting on their brains. But such 
devastations could not be allowed to pass with im- 
punity; so we watched the enemy, and succeeded in 
shooting several of the ofienders, prowling among the 
lieimali or mehendy hedges, where the clocking-hens 
used to repose in the sluido surrounded by thelfr 
progitTiy. 

After one of these hattues my little daughter 
hapjxned to go to tlic fowl-house in the evening in 
search of egg**, and v asf greatly startled by a melan- 
choly squeaking wdiich seemod to proceed from an old 
rat-hole in one corner. Uiwn proper investigation this 
w'aa suspected to he the nest of one of tho neulahs 
wiiicli had suffered the last sentence of the law ; but 
bow to get at the young we did not know, unless by 
digging up tho floor, am! of this I did not aj>prov©. So 
the little young ones would have iierisUed hut for a 
childish freak of my young daughter. She seated hor- 
8<3lf before tho nest, and imitated tho cry of the 
famished little animal^ SO well tliat three wee, hairless, 
blind creatures orej>t out, like newly-bom rabbits, but 
with long tails, in the hope of meeting with their lost 
mamma. 

Our hearts immediately 'warmed towards the little 
lielplcKS ones, and ho one wished to wi’cak tlie sins of 
the parents upon the orphans ; and knowing' that 
neulahs were roared ns pets, I proposed to my daughter 
that isho should select one for herself, and give tho 
others to two of my servants. My daughter’s pro- 
liowcvcr, was the only one that survived under 
its new rt'ipme.: and Juninie, fis she called her nursling, 
throve w'ell, and soon attained its full sizO, knowing its 
name, and eiuloaring itself to everybody by its gambols 
and tricks. She was like the most blithesome of little 
kittens, and playe<l w'ltli our fingers, and IVolieked on 
the sofas, sleeping occasionally behind one of tho 
cushions, and at other times cofihig herself up hi her 
own little flannelhed. 

In the course of time, howevorj Jumnie gfpw up to 
maturity, being ono year old, iind formed an attach- 
inmit for one of her own race----a v/Ud, roving bandit 
of a neulali, who committed such fl^ds of attocity in 
the fowl-house as to compel us to take up ariis a^n. 
If she had only inmlo her nnstress the ^ufidaht 
love I— but, alas 1 little did we. suspect o 

com|>anionsiup with thieves and assass^s j Tafcid |o, 
leaving her, we thought, to her customary tre 


inarched upon the stronghold of the enemy. Two neu^ 
lahs appeared, we fired, and one frll, the other running 
off unscathed. We all hastened to the wounded and 
bleeding viotira, wnd my little daughter first of all j biit 
hoW I d^tcribe her grief when she saw her little 
Juinnie ^ithiisg, at her feet in the agonies of death ! 

If 1 had hsid the least idea of Jumnie’s having fortnedi 
such ad attachment, I shonld liave spared the guilty 
for the sake of the innocent, and Jumnie might long 
have lived a favonrite pet ; but the deed was done* 

The neulahs, like other of the weasel kind*-^and like 
some animals I know of a loftier species— ate very 
fapacious, slaying without reference to their wants; 
and Jumnie, ^though fond of milk, used to delight in 
the livers and brains of fowls, wliieh she relished even 
after they were dressed for our table; : 

The natives of India never molest the neulah. Tliey 
like to see it about their dwellings, on account of its 
snake and rat-killing propensities; and on a Similar 
account it must have been that this creature was 
deified by the Egyptians, whose country abounded with 
reptiles, and would have been absolutely aUve with 
crocodiles hut for the havoc it made among the nume- 
rous eggs, which it delighted to suck. Eor this reason 
the ichneumons were cmhalmed as puldic benefactors, 
and their bodies are still found lying in state in some 
of the p^amids. Among the ifindoos, however, tho 
neulah does not obtain quite such high honours, 
t although tho elephant, monkey, lion, snake, rat, goose, 
&c. play a prominent port in the religious myths, and 
are styled the Billions, or vehicles of the god§. 

In IlindoBtaii tho iclmeumoii is not supposed to kill , 
the crocodile, though it is in the mouth of every old 
woman that it possesses the knowledge of a remedy 
I ngaiust the bite of a XKxisouous snake, wiitcU its instinct 
leads it to dig out of the ground ; but this on dit has 
never Iwcn ascertained to be true, and iny belief is that 
it is only based on the great agUity and dexterity of tho 
neulah. Eye-witnesses say that his battles 'with nmn^s 
greatest enemy end generally in the death of tho snake, 
wMch the neulah seizes by the back of the’ neck, and 
after frequent onsets at last kills and eats, rejecting 
nothing but the head. 

The colour of the Indian neulah is n grayish-brown ; 
hut its cliief beauty lies in its splendid squirrel-like 
tail, and lively, prominent, dark-brown eyes. Like most 
of the weasel kind, however, it has rather a disagreeable 
odour ; and if it were not for tliis there would not be a 
sweeter pet in existence. 

So fiir the experience of our Old Indian ; and we now 
turn to another autliority on the highly-curious subj^t 
just glanced at — ^the knowledge of the ichnentnon of a 
specific against the poison of the snake. Galder Camp- 
bell, in his recent series of tales, ‘Winter Nights ’—and 
capital amusement for such nights they are— describes 
in almost a painfully trutlifiil manner the admittire of 
an bfilcer in India, who was oji eye-witness, 'under very ^ 
extraordinary circmnst.'incss, to the feat of tlie ichneu- 
mon. The officer, through some accident, was wander- 
ing on foot, and at night, through a desolate part of the 
country, #nd at length, overcome with fatigue, threw ; 
lumBelf down on the dry, crisp spear- jprass, and just as 
the first faint edge of the dawn appearad, fell asleep. ^ 

‘No doubt of it! I slept soundly, sweetly 
doubt of it I I have jMJver sines then slept in the open, 
air either soundlj^^^ Or sweetly, Ibr my awaking waafrili 
of horror I Before I was fully awake, however, I had 
a strange peroOptiph of danger, wiiich tied me down tO 
the $arth, warning be against aH mbtion. 1 knew that 
there was a shadow crewing di‘er beiieath I: 

to’ lie ih ’^dubb ..'inacticai' was' ...to- -wisest; 


ielt that . my ■■ bwif bdirtab ties , 
the a''Hving;ehab|'-''hutal''if.;^^^ 
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th<iw' or 
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;,tiijijb*a^i^^ is as the ring of eteriuty. All 

up— tho moon shono out— the 
. dve^ : I could see ilwm alV as I 

? ftrolcued side, one liaud under iny head^ v hence 

i t dated not I'emove it ; neither dared 1 look downwards 
wMoh toy evil atars had 

: * UnoJtpectedly, a nevr object of terror Supervened : 
a cmHoos pdrring flound behind ine, followed by two 
smart tape ou the ground, put the anake on the alert, 
for ji movedv and I felt tluit it wiia crawling upwards 
to ihy breast. At moment, When 1 was almost 
: inaddeh^ by iusupi^^ appreli^ision into starting 
up td hl^t perhaps certain destruction, something 
sprang upon my shoulder— uporr the reptile I There 
was a shrlli cry firptn the new assailant, a loud, appalljng 
Inss the, serpent. Ij’or an instant I could feel them 
wiiestUi^, as it Were^ on my body; in the Mext, they 
were beside mo oil the tuif ; In another, a few pm^cs 
st^gglingv twisting round each other, figliting 
f^uribti^y^ I beheld them— a wun^OQs or ichneumon 
miXiicuhmdicapeUoi 

* I started up ; I watched that most singular combat, 

for oil Was Uow dear as xlay. 1 saw them staud aloof 
for a hibment— the dcei), venomous fascination of the 
snaky glance powerless against tlie keen, quick, restless 
orbs of its opponent; T saw this duel of the cyo 
exchange onbe tnore for closer condict ; I saw that the 
ulUugo6s ^wbs bitten ; that it darted away, doubtes 
ip search of that still unknown plant wliosc juices are 
its iiAegiod lUitidote against suake*bite ; that it retuniod 
Wi^ fresh vigour to the attack ; and then, gl^d sight I 
I saw tlic cobra di capelloi maimed from hoCded head 
to scaly tail, lif^^^ from its hitherto demi-erect 
pi^itlon while the wonderful 

vMbr* indjjilging itself in a series of leaps upon the 
body uf jit3; anitA^ danced and bounded about, 
pumug imd spitting like an curagcHl cat ! 

* j4t|iH:gfW7e|kl crcatui’c 1 I liave ever since kept a 
pet mungOQS^the most attached^ the most playful, and 
;the most ^grdevouring of all anim 

refer to the alleged nntidoto 
agaih^t .A snakq-bite, known *only to the ichneumon, 
thei^ are a^'^^ as there i 

: ;Wrc whole, our Old Indian appears | 

i :'-;toiS!rt;io':be I 


the.- West, .and; ' what am its 
;i bq!inida1 Bui i since Our thriving 

:0Wn: (ih^n ft rude 'kb^^^ 

fub5^::bf'-the-ri8i ■ihero'idid^in.decd' 

fdture‘.;;gVitWtfiii^ •' a' insAtted- .and 




ibl^ piflHtibhf Tbs 'westward ^ is onward— still 

onr^d^but wrheie t Bvexi the place that was known as 
S^^ bui yostmayt to-moTio^^ shall be known so no more. 

: ;i>riio stoic ofihe woods, the niiui without a tear,* 
a]«; Alike boms and destroyed by this 


■ ■'■ ■•■ S' :.' 

•THE WAllICIN' OV THE FAUX.D.» 

JIxAvasr bless thy bonnie face, lassie ! 

Hwnon bless the gentle heart 
That could to vou aultl melody 
. $|c tenderness irnpart ! 

vAuA% awa* wi* foreign airs, 

Site artfu' b^t sac caultl, 

" And lot iiiie hear again that sang — 

‘ The waukin' o’ the fauld.* 

And thou the singer he, lassie, 

For p thou siiigest weel ! 

- The h^om soft, to Icelin* true, 

Wil?Sci%% nnik* others feel : 

Even my seared heart, although it *s noo 
Toil-hardened, woni, ari* null!, 

OfC'v grit as when a bairn I heard 
* ‘ The waukin^o’ the fauld.* 

A time may come to thee, lassie— 

• But far, far be the day — 

When a strain like that will dearer seem 
Than ye mieht care to say; 

When thochts o* buried years will rise 
That dauma weel be tauld, 

An^ V® will feel that sang like me : 

‘ The waukiu' o’ the fauld!’ 


XTSTBBt or TUB AM13KICAN LAICKS. 

Lake Eric is only sixty or seventy feet deep ; but the 
bottom of lAtke Ontario, which is 452 feet deep, is 230 
feet below tbU iide-'lcvel of the ocean, or as low as iiiost 
parts of the Ouif of 8t Lawrence ; and the bottoms of 
Lakes Huron, Michigan; atid Superior, although their 
surface is so nmeh higher, are all, from their vast depth, 
on ft level witfr the hottoni of Lake On to,rio. N ow, as t lie 
discharge tlirougli the river Detroit, after allowing for the 
full probable portion carried off by cvapoiution, does not 
appear by any means equal to the quantity of water 
which the three upper great lakes receive, it has been 
conjectured that a subterranean river may run from Lnkc 
Superior to Huron, and frotii Huron to I^ako Ontario. 
This conjecture is 1^ .no ineans iniprobablc, and will 
account for the siogiifar fact that salmon ami herring are 
caught in all the lakes communicating with the St 
Lawrence, but In no others. As the Fulls of Niagara 
must have always ex istedj it would puzaslu the natuialifit 
to say how these fish got into the upper lakes without 
some such subteitaneati river ; nioreover, any {wriodical 
obstruction of this river would furnish a not improbable 
solutlonbf the mysterious flux and reflux of the lukes. — 
Duih^n UniveraUy Mi^atine. 

^ mok Alt|>.arAK'KBW.. 

i * Spick and spaBftWif^ is a corruption from the Italian 
from the hhnd— fresh from 
Sbe mbit; and was when the English 

'ah’-: inucb/.l^^ Italnui' fashions "as '.they 
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lALlS ()1 Till COASI-CxlTARD 

IIIOMIM IMUilLIIl) 

'J 111 7^ s In n (( n Ixi UiTKd for several <^l^8 m ( owe*? 
Jluloiir nid utterly i loss how else to clu it the 
turn I inipl )cl m>s(lt one afleri^ aauiitcnnn 
lip an I <l)Mn tlu (jui> \ihisllin|< lor a breezo md 
listkssl> it liiiiur tbe hUm ipprouii ot n row l>oit, 
bniiprim? th mini «ml a leii pisungcrs fiom South- 
ampton tlu puket < iittpi to which tlu boil belonged 
Ik m IS lu j cks‘,1^ nniiiov ibk ( \< ept for sin U diift is 
lli( til give 1(1 IS tie y sc Ilu slowness of its 
ajipiouh 1 >r I cxpicted i mrssin^cr with kttir« — 
aid d to m\ iiiipilicnt we iriiu ss md is ntcoidingto 
m> rdkoniii^ it would be at h ist in hoiu bitorc the 
bolt i uh I the la i hug skjis I u tinned to tho 1 oun 
t im Tim 111 the 11 eh stitct tailed for i gl iss of negus, 
and as I li/d> sihm 1 it, oime moie turned ovei the 
n wspip isleing on tlu tihk though with SdUeeH v 
lieipe ef eoniiiig athw lit a hiu that I hid not re id hilt 
a d( /ell tun s hef u ^ I w i8 ipistiken ’'IJuie w is i 
‘Cojiiwall (ii/<tte inioiigst them whuh I had rot 
Inf n seen nnl in one eoinei ol it 1 bt upon tins, to 
in in ill respee ts new andextienul} int(re.slm 4 piii 
LI H h e CO] \ the follow mg st element fioni i eon 

t inpoi in Bokh for the puiptsc ejf eonti idietmg it 
* II Is siul tint the k ide i ot the siimg/krs m the 
late (Upper lit iffi iv with the eoist guai 1 in St 
^liehidsRn was no itlur th ni ]Mr Ck oige Polwluk 
Heiidiiek, of 1 eistwilbtel, leinncih is oui leulers are 
aw tre, i lieutenant in tin ro>al and diMntssed 

the king’s btisiee 1>\ suitenee ot e )U t mntul at thi 
(loRC ot the wai Hull IS 111 found itioii fui this 
nnpntnfion Mrs ireneliuk ol 1 ostwithiel, leepie sts us 
t ) 8t ite tliaf hi I son fiom whom bhi heaid but alumt 
ten di\s sin ( (ominiiids i fiibt (lass bhip m the 
nuiehintn \\ of tlu Imtedstites 

I w lb (seeedmeb nstoniBlied Ihc eouit martiel I 
hil not lie ndof and hningnueroieilmule I the Nau 
J i«t lor sue h i purpose tlic absr ne e ol the. name of (» 1* 
Iltndiuk had eseaped my notue ^^hil could hue 
been Jus (Uenu Some iwssionafe act, no 

d ubt, for of nnslHhaviour Ixtoio >bt encni^, or of tin 
coimnibsum of ekhluratL wiemg, R was miposnblo to 
Mispeet him H was, I peisonally knew, aa eager as 
6 line in < ombat , and Ins frank, perhaps hce ilkss gene- 
rosity of tempi 1 munt, was abundantly apparent to 
one ntquainlid with him I bail known hun for 
a sliort time onh , but the fe w da> s of oui acfjuamt- 
inuo Were passed undei eueumstamts whuh bimg 
out the true nature of a in in moio piommumyond 
ummst ikably than might 1weiit> )eiis of hiihi e^utUf 
t^e^}(IaJ life llii vium h of pictcnsion falls (Quickly 


ofi m pi 1*^1 mo of sudden md extrcmi lunl- ptnl 
isjuciilh recjuinug pie he mo of rmnd and cnorgjr to 
he It It back It was m sueh i position that 1 iteog 
nised sonic ot the hiji (piilities of Luufcnmt Ilen- 
diuk 'J ho two sloops of w u in whuh we riflpce 
tnely seiicd were consoits loi awhile on the South 
African eot t dm mg whuh time wo fill ni with i 

I I uuo It di in j>ri\ itof i or pii itr— for the distiiu lion 
between tht» two is mucli more, tedim il thin loal She 
w IS to let w ml wlun wt sighte 1 Kr, and not leiv 
ehstant fiom tlu sluire ami so qnukl^ did she shoal 
her wat 1 th it inn suit 1 y either of the dooiis was out 
of the qi sti >11 Thing i stout \(.ssd of her class, md 
full of nun four bods —tin to ol the Acoipua's and one 
of lu r t onsort s wen dc t u he d m jnirsuil 1 he 1 1 e e /e 
giadu illy iaikd, a id wc woic fibt coming up with uui 

III tiel when lu > inibhcd Inhuid i headland, on rounding 
w Inchw e foun I he 1 ad disappcaie d up a n mow , w iii hng 
ii\( i of no ^ui at depth of w itei AN e ol course followed 
and iftor alK>ut i quiitci of m lioui s haid pull foun 1 , 
on suddcrlj tuininL i bhaip elbow ot the stieiin, tint 
w( had ( lu^lit i Til tar ANt hid iii tut, tome up n a 
eoini ktc nest of pinalecis iiendi/vous oi dip jI tlui 
tinned it Tlu m ssd w is ahi le iiichored acioss the 
eh mild, md we were lliinlve 1 on e uh shoie h> a crowd 
if eksjHi idles well proMkd with bin ill aims, and 
with tw > or three pieces eif light ordnance mnongbt 
them flu sheiuts of eldinme with which the> greeted 
us lb we swept into the di idly tiaji weio msUnlly 
le Uowe I In a geiur il and muiderous disthirgo of both 
inmkctiy md iitiUiry md as the binoke tie ired away 
1 biw tint Ilu kiuling pmn u c, comm in kd by Tien 
(huk, had beci liter illy knocked to pice.es, and tint 
the little Imng poilion et the crew were bidishmg 
alenit ui the n\ei 

Jhue w IS tinm but foi one look, feinfwe* allowed 
the riseuls tnuo to rdoael their guns our own fito 
would iiiewtably be a similar one I he men unelei 
blewd this, aid yvilli a hmd duel swciit eigeriy on 
tow aids the priy itecr,- yvlnist the two remaining boats 
cngiged the fl inking shoic forces, and I was boon 
involved in about tho fiercest wf/t'e I cvci had tlu 
honoui to assist at rhe funoub stiugglc on tbo deck 
ot the piivatecr lasted but about Hvc imimtcs oui}, at 
tlu end of which all that romamed of us wuo thrust 
o\i»r the bide. !Somo tumbled into the boat others, like 
ni} self, were pitched into the riy i As soon as I came 
to the ^11 face, and hud lime to shake my cits and l6ok 
about me, I sawr Lieutenant Ileudrkk, who, the instant 
the pinnace he commanded was diBtiO}(jd, had with 
equal danng and presence of mind swam towards a 
boat at the puvateers stenm, cut the lope^ that held her 
with the awOld )iu carried between lub tedtU, and foith- 



. l . : , ^:s :=;;? i . 

SS6 OnAMBERS'S EDINWBiQH JOtmNAB. 


lirith began picking up Jiiia half-droiMPned iKMit’s ottir* 
This was alrctuly accompUshod, and ho npw performed 
iho same service for me oud miuo. Tiiis done, we again 
sprang at <mr ugly cuetCiner, he at tho boW, and 1 about 
midalsips. IXendrick was tho drst to loop on the 
enemy’s j and ao dcrce and well-sustained wes the 
assault tliii time, that in less than ton mlnutol we wore 
unditS^uted victors so far as tlie vessel was coucernod. 
The tight on tho shore coulinued obstinate and bloody, 
ibd it was not till we had twice dischargt'd the priva- 
teer’s guns amongst the desperate rascals that they 
broke and Hcd. 'flie clasiung, yet cool and skilful 
IwavoTy evinced by Xioutenant Hendrick in brief 
but tumultuous and sanguinary athiir was admiringly 
remarked upon by all who witnessed it, few of whom, 
wliilst gazing at the sinewy, active form, the tine, pale, 
flashing countenance, and the dark, thunderous eyes of 
the young oifleer — if I may use such a term, for iu 
their calmest aspect a latent volcano appeared to 
slumber in their gloaming depths — could refuse to 
subscribe to the opinion of a distinguished admiral, 
who more than once observed that there was no more 
promising officer in the British naval service than 
Lieutenant Hendrick. 

Well, all this, which luis taken me so many 
words to relate, flasliccl before me like ’a scene in 
a theatre, as 1 read the paragraph in tho Ournish 
paper. The Scorpiov and her consort parted comp<uiy 
a few days after this tight, and I had not biuec 
then seen or heard of llondriek till now. 1 wmt 
I losing myself in conjectures as to tlie pv<ibable or pos- 
friblo cause of so disftruceful a lerminatitiu to a earetn* 
that promised so brilliantly, when the striking of the 
bar-clock warned me that the muil-iitiaf was by this 
time arrived. J sallied forth and reached the pitr- 
steps just a minute or so before the boat arrived 
there. Tlie messenger T expected was in Iut, and I 
was turning away with the pjrc<‘l he handed in(% 
when my attention was nrrtwted by a stout, unwieldy 
fellow’-, wdio stumbled awkwardly out of tho boat, and 
hurriedly camo up the sK'ps. Tlio face 6f the m.an 
was pale, thin, hatchet -shaia'd, and anxious, and ilio 
gray, ferrety eyes wereresUess and pertuibtnl; wdiilst 
the stout, round body w us tliat of a ycomaii of the 
^bulkiest class, but so aw’kwardly made up that it did 
not require any very lengthened si'rutiuy to iK*rt»iuvo 
that the shrunken carcass appropriate to such a lanky 
and dismal visage occupied but a small space within 
ilio thick casing of padding and extra garments iti 
Which it was swathed. Ills liglit-browm wig, too, sur- 
mounted by a broad-brimmer, hail got a little awTy, 
dangerously revealing the scanty locks of iron -gray 
bencatb. It was not difficult to run up tbeso Utile 
items to a pretty accurate sum-totnl, and 1 had little 
doubt that the hasting and nervous traveller was fli^eing 
either from a constable or a sl\crlfl*’s officer. It w^as, 
however, no affidr of mine, and 1 was soon busy with 
the letters just brought me. 

Tlie most important tidings they contained was that 
Oaptain Pickard*>^tho master of a smuggling craft of 
some celebrity, called Trois I**rer€$, in which for the 

last twelve months or more he had been carrying on a 
daring and successful trade tliroughout the whole Upc 

t|to eoatom and western coasts— -vras likely to be 

back of the This informa^n was flw a sure 

^ source in the esiemv’s oamp» and \% wns consequently 
with smat aariilhotion that I obsisrved^ndiuationB of 
the conriWf of a br%jk& and in all pruhabilitir a stif 
one, ' X was not disappointed; and in less than an hour 
the Mm was sferet^tng lier white wings benearii a 
brisk north-wester ovdr to Portsmouth, where X hod 
, ibtne slight oftolal busInoM to transact previoua^tto^ 
. looking mter IrieUd Bckahi. Tide woe Speedily des- 
patched, and I wee stmliqx Into the boat on my 
'1 


roturn to tho cutter when a panting messenger informed 
me that the port-admiral desired to sec me iiislautly. 

‘ Tlie telegraph has just announced,’ stud the aAlminil, 
Mhat SparkcR, the dcfhultor, who has for some time 
succofsihUy avoided Capture, will att<nn])t to leave tho 
kingdom from Iho Wight, as ho is known to have been 
in communication with some of the smuggling gentry 
there. Xlo is supposed to have a largo amount of 
go vomn^^nt moneys in his possession; >ou will there- 
fore, lioutenant wameford, exort yourself vigilantly 
to seciiro him.’ 

‘ Wiiat is his description ? * 

‘ Mr James,' replied the admiral, addresbing ono of 
the telegraph clerks, ‘give LicMilenant Wariicford tho 
description transmitted.’ Mi James tlid so, and 1 read: 

‘ Je said to have disguised himself as a stout countiy- 
tnan; wears a blue coat with bright buttons, buIT 
WiustcoatfU brown wig, and a Quaker’s bat. He is of 
a slight, lanky figure, iiie feet nine inelius in lieighl. 

Ho has two pock-marks on his forehead, and lisps in 
his speech.’ 

* By Jove, sir,’ 1 cxcbiinied, ‘I saw this fellow^ only 
about tw’O hoia». 4i|ro!’ I Iben briefly iehiU*d what liatl 
oceura*d, and w'aT directt*d not to lose a iiumieut iu 
Juistening to w'cure the fugitive. 

Tlic wind bad considerably iiicrenstd by ibis time, 
and Ibc 7»W was boon again ofl* Cow eh, wlieie Mr i 
Hoberts, the first mate, and six men, w<‘ie bent on sboio 
with orders to make the best of his vv.j> to Bonebuidi — I 
about which spot 1 knew, if anywhert', tbo bro'Mi- ^ 
\iigged gentleman would endeavour to embark - whilst 
the Hose went round to intercept him seawaid; wlmh 
she did at a spanking rate, lor ib w:is now blow mg half 
a gale of wind. Kveiung bad fallen belore we r ulud ■ 
our destination, but so eienr and blight with moral and | 
stai-s that distant objects w'cie as \isil>lc as b} d.iy. 1 
bad lightly gue;>sed how it would be, for v.e Ij.id no » 
sooner o|icned up Ihmcbnreli sboie or beich than I 
Koberts signaUnl us that our man wns on l»o.ad the , 
cutter running of!' at about a kagiie iiom us m tho 
diroi'lion of Cape La Hogne. T knew, too, fioni th.' 
cutter’s build, and the cut and set of her s nls, th.d sin. i 
was no other than Captain Viekiird’s bo.i'-ted emit, so 
that there was a<‘ham;e of killing tw*o bmla with on** 
stone. We eviileiilly gained, Ihoiigli slowU, 

Li*s Trois Inhes; and tins aiVr aboul a quarter ol .ni . 
hour’s run, appenreil lo lie lur eaptanrs own oimnon, * 
for he suddenly elnuiged bis course, and stood tow aids i 
the Channel Islandn, in the hope, 1 doubt* d not, that I | 
should not follriw bun in such we.itlier as was likely to 
come on througli the dangerous miiuaiies of the iron- 
bound coast about Guernsey and the ailjaccnt islets. ) 
MnstiV Ihckard was mistaken ; lor knowing the ex- 
treme probability of being hd surdi a danee, I bad ^ 
brought a pilot with me trrnn Cowes, ns wc 11 n* qn.nnte*! 
witli Channel navigation as the binuygli*r hiins *lt irmld | 
bo. IjOs Trots Ft it e,% it was toon eMdtnt, was now 
uiion her best point of sailing, an<i it w’uh all wt* lould 
do to bold our own with liei. This was \(\.ition>; 
but the aspect of tbo heavens foibadc me hbewnig 
more canvas, greatly as 1 was tempted to do so. 

It was luckv I did not. Tbc stars w< re still shining 
over our heads from an exp.uise of blue without a | 
dead, and tbo ibll moon also as yet ludd b<‘r <‘uurso , 
unobscured, but tliere ha*l gathered romid her a glitter- 
ing halo-Uko ring, and away to windward huge mansts ' 
of black cloud, piled conftiscdly on cai'h other, were 1 
fast spreading over the heavens. Tho tliick darkness | 
had spread over about lialf iho visible sky, presenting 
a singular contrast to tbc silver brighlneps of the otlu^r 
portion, when suadonly a sheet uf vivid fiome broke 
out of the .bhu'kuess, instantly followed liy deafening 
explosions, as if a thousand cannons were bursting 
imiutf^lsqtely over our heads. At tho same moment 
the funpest enmo leaping and hissing along the white- 
erested waVes, and struck the Host abeam with sucli 



terrible force, that for one Btartling momont I doubted 
if bhc would riKlit aRain. It was a vain fear ; ipd in a 
sceund or two shu was tearing through the wwr at a 
trcMuendoiis rate. Let* Truis Frhes had noWij^en so 
liK'ky : she hod carried away her topmast, and sustained 
other damage ; but so we^ and boldly was she liandlod, 
and so pcifectly under command appeared her crow, 
.that these ne(*idents wen*, so far as it was possible to do 
so, promptly n'paired ; and so little was site csii»plcd in 
comparative 8 ))oed, that although it was dear enough, 
after a time, that tlio Rose gained something on her, it 
was so bioMly that the issue of ttio chase cAutinued 
CAiremely doubtful. The raco was an exciting one: 
the CiiSkets, ALlerney, were swiftly past, and at Ibout 
two o’dock in the morning we made the Guernsey 
lights. We were by this tunc within a milo of Les 
Tuns Tiluen; and bhe, determinod at uU risks to gel 
lid of lur pm slier, ventured uiioii passing thrcjugli a 
narrow opening between the small islets of Jlerm 
ami detluni, .il)n»ast of Guernsey —the same passage, I 
l)ehe\e, by wdiidi ("iipt.iiii, nfterwartls Admiral Lord 
Saumiu/, (.scaped with his frigate from a French 
squmlion in tlic early days of the rl^lir. 

Fine and luht as the nigiit had again become, the 
attiMupl, blowing ns it did, was a perilous, and jiroved 
to b(i «i fital one. !,<> Tioh Ftt rs struck upon a rc(‘f 
on the hide of fJothon - a rock with then but one poor 
h.ibit.ition upon it, wbieh one might throw a hi«(uit 
o\(r; .111(1 l»y tin* time tlie A*os(» had brought up in i 
tile (luernsev Uoada, the Miiuggler, as fir as eoiild 
lie asci‘1 taint d by our night gl.i^ses, had entirely dis- 
appe.Mctl. What had become o) the m‘wand the impor- 
tant piss(ngv.r was the next point to be ascortnined; 
but .dtliuu di tlie wind had by this time somewhat 
ah.iled It wa* not, mider the iiilot’s twlvice, liU near 
iiglit oVlock tint the boat, 'iMth myself and a 

htont erew', pulU‘d off for liie S(‘eno of*the cai.isirophe. 
We iK'eded not to li.no Imrued ouiK(dv(‘S, The half- 
di owned hiimgglers, all but tlirco of whom had escaped 
vith life, v/eie m a truly horry phglit, every one of 
tiuMii hung in ne orkss maimed, bruised, and bleeding* 
/as Tuns Imus had gone entirely to pieces, and as 
th(*rewas no posnililc mc.sns of esuipefrom tin* desolate 
)dacc, our arrival, with the supplies wc* brought, was 
looked uixm rallier as a deliv(*raiice than otherwise. 
'L* my inquires r(‘sp(*cling their pns^en^'c^, the men 
an-^wered by saying bo was in the house with the can- 
iain. 1 iinniedi.itely proceeded thither, and found one 
of the two rooms on llu’ ground Hour (X’eupied by four 
or li\(' of tlie worst injured of the eoiitrthandii^ts, and 
tlie goiitleinan 1 w.is elnefly in pursuit of, Mr Suniucd 
Spaikes. 'J’licre was no mistaking Afr Sparkes, iiol- 
withbt indiug he b.id substituted the disguise of a 
sailor for that of a jollv lUiriculturUt. 

* You an*, I heln v(*, sir, the Mr Samuel Sparkea for 
whoM' pivbeiice certain personages in London are just 
now laLluT anvious ?' 

His death}" f.iee giew inoT<3 corpse-like as I sixike, 
blit he iK'vortlK'h'Ms managed to Btainiiier out: ‘No; 
J. until Lilward, tliir.’ 

‘ At nil cxnits, tliat iirctty lisp, and thoje two marks 
on the fori in. id, belong to Samuol Sparkca, Ksqtilix*, 
and >ou niubt be detained till you satisfacstovily explain 
how you eame by Hkmu. Stevens, take this person into 
dose custody, and have him searched at un(*e. And 
now, gentlemen smugglers,’ I continui'd, * pray Ui^rm 
me w here 1 may see your renowned captain ?* 

* lie is in the next room,* replied a docent-tongdod 
clinp sitting iieiir tlie fin*; * and he desired me to give 
his oomx>luTients to Lieutenant WomeiM, and say he 
wished to see him ahne* 

Very civii and considerate, upon my word I JUi this 
room, do you say V 

‘Yes, sir; in that room/ 1 pushed open JWWcety 
dtjor, and found mjfself in a dingy liole of a 
more than about a couple of yards square, at tho further 


side of vhich stood a lithe, sinewy man in a blue pca- 
jooket, and with a ftir-cap on his head. His back was 
towards me; and as luy entrance did not cause liini to 
change his position, I said : ^ You are Cuptsdu Hckard^ 

1 am infcAtned?* 

Ho swung sharply round as I spoke, throw off his 
cap, and* said briefly and sternly: ‘ Yes, Wnrneford, I 
am Captain Pickard.* 

The sudden unmasking of a loaded battery imme- 
diately in my frotit could not have so coufoimdcd and 
startled me as these words did, as they issued from the 
lips of the man bi*foro me. 7'lic curling blaek hair, tlio 
dark flasliing eyes, tlie marble features, wore tiiose of 
Lieutenant llendrick — of the gallant seaman whose 
vigonnis arm 1 hud sv*en turn the tide of battle against 
clcpperatc odds on the dock of IIk* privateer I 

‘Hendrukl* I at length exidaiiiied, for the sudden 
iiiriuh of x>auifal emotion choked my speech for a 
I time — ‘can it indeed lie }OU?* 

‘Ay, trulv, Wurneloid. The llendrick of whom 
I CoUingwood proiihesied high lhing«i is fallen tiuis low ; 

I and worse rt*maiti'^ Kdiind. There is a jirieo set upon 
[ niy captures as 3'ou know ; and chcap(' is, 1 lake* it, out 
of th(3 quchtion.* I conqmdicixh^d the slow, meaning 
toneinwhu'h tin last .sentence was spoki'ii, and the 
keen glaiwii^ that aicoinpanied it. Jh'ndiiek, too, 
iiibtanily read thi* dccisni* though unspoken rej)!}^. 

*()f ( ouihe it IS out of the (piestioii,’ he went on. ‘I 
was but .1 fool to ovtn scmmii to doubt it tbafc it was. 
You must do your duty, Wanudord, I know; and 
since tins fatal mishap was to occur, 1 am gl.id for 
lUiiny reasons that I b.ive fallen intt) }our haiidts.’ 

* So iim not 1 ; and I wi>h w ith ail my soul you had 
successfully tlueaded the iiassage you ( ssajed.’ 
i ‘Tlie fellow wdio undertook to pilot us filled in 
[ nerw‘ at the critical moment. Had lie not done so, 

^ Tiois F)he<i would have b(‘eii long since be}oml 
your reach. But the p,"i8t is past, and tho future of 
dark and bitter time will be swdftnnd brief.* 

I ‘What have }ou especially to dre.id? I know a 
I reward has bi*(‘n ollered fuf }our approheusion, but not 
for what pneise ofH*n(’e.* 

‘The unfortuimte business in St Mielinors Bay.* 
‘GowlGod! The newspaper w-as light tli(*n! But 
neillicr of the wounded men have died, 1 hear, so that 
— that ’• — 

‘ The me) a/ of transportation niny, you think, be sub- 
Htituled for the enjiital penalty .* He laughed bitterly. 

, * Or or,* I hesiiatnigly suggested, ‘you may not bo 

' ideniiHed — that is, legally so.* 

‘Pkiviiy, easily, Warneford. 1 niu^t not trust to 
that rotten cable. Neither tin* coast -guard nor the i 
fellows with me know me iiKkod as Hendrick, ex^ 
lieiitenaui of the royal navy ; and that is a scciot you 
will, I know', religiously respect,* 

I promised to do so: the iiainfnl interview tefbii- 
nate(i; and in about two hourr tlio captain and sur- 
viving en.‘w of Les Ttoh /'icves and Mr Samuel 
Spurkes, w'ero safely on board the Rose. lleiKlrlck liaii 
papers to arrange; and us tho security of hiS xwrson 
was all I w"aH n's|M>iisi nie fur, ho was a(*coniniodated in 
my cabin, w hero 1 left iiiin to confer with Uie Guernsey 
authorities, in whose bailiwick fTethon is situated. 
Tho matter of jurisdiction — tho offeneos with which 
the priHoners were (diarged having been committed in 
Kngland — was soon arranged; and by flvo o’clock in 
tho ovonlng Iho Rose was on her way to England, 
under an oight-knot brecso from the sonth-wcsl. 

As soon as we were fairly uwlerweigii, I went below 
to liavft a last <*onference with unfortunate Hendrick* 
Xhi^ru was a pan:el on the talile directed to ‘Mws 
llendrick, LostwitJiic!, Cornwall— care of LieutoitA^i 
Warneford.* Placing it in my hands, Iw entroatod 
to see it soQurely eonveyod to its address unokaio^lM 
and unoponOd. I nssuretl Mm that X Would do so t and 
tears, roughly dasbod away, sprang toMa eydS os ho 
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ine, uiulcr no circnjff^ 

only’ reply by:a ' a^tnAii^a 
l^udg^-of.'.'vi^j^. ■ 

■„, I ordered spine' wine .^tn bn 

to tell pie/ 1; *how 
camo about/'.. 

so/ ha answered. *lt is an old 
tiM^ pf wpiph tlic last black eliapter owes its colour, let 
’^iUjlfcsnkly own, to my, own hot and impatient temper 
S. conipH(jatioii of adverse circamstanceg/ 
iJie .poured out a glass of wine, and proceeded at first 
. jlowly ami calmly, put gradually, as passion gal^ieml 
■ Strength and way upon him, with flushed and impetuous 
eagerness to the close :*- 

* I wgaa born near Lostwitluel, Cornwall. My father, 
a youfigPr; and noedy son of no profession, died when 1 
was eight years of age. My mother has alaiut eighty 
lK>imdV||i,year in her own right, and >vitli that pittoiiee, 
heliJcd by self-privation, uufelt because endured for; her 
djarlbig boyr she gave me a sufllcient education, and 
fitted me put n^pectably *, when, tliaiiks to Pcllew, I 
obtained .a midslupman's irarrant in the British service. 

, /this occurred in my sixteenth year. Dr liedstone, at 
%hpse “HigU School” I acquired what sligtit classical 
j^rnjng, long since forgotten, I once possessed, was 
married in s^ond nuptials to a virago of a wife, who 
bMght Jiim, bosidcs her precious self, a' red-headed 
cub by a .former marriage. Ilis, the soil’s, name was 
Kershaw.: The doctor had one child about my own 
age, a daughter, Ellen Kedstone. I am not about to 
prate to you of the bread-and-butter sentiment of mere 
children, nor of EUen’s ■vvondeiful graces of mind and 
person ; I doubt, indeed, if t thought her very pretty at 
tho time; but she was meekness itself, and my hoy*.s 
iMjart used, I w^ell rememlier, to leap ns if it would 
hurst my biisom at witnessing her i>atient suhmission 
to the tyranny pf her mothor-in-law ; and one of tho 
latest iileasurea I ever experienced was giving young 
Kershaw, n much bigger fellow than myself, a good 
thrashing for some brutality towards her-^au exploit 
that of course rendered me a remarkable favourite with 
the great bumpkin’s mother. 

* Well, 1 went to sea, and did not again see Ellen till 
seven years afterwards, wlion, during absence on sick 
leave, I met her at Penzance, in the neighbourlK^ of 
which place the doctor had for some time resided. She 
was vastly improved in person, but was still meek, dove- 
and pretty nearly as much doini- 
nat(^ by her as formerly. Our child- 

acqiiaintance was renewed ; and, suftlce it to say, that I 
soon came to love her with a fervency surprising even 
^ myself. My aflhetion was reciprocated: we pledged 
it was agreed that at the 
clpfio of the war, whenever that should lie, wc were to 
mai^» and 4weU together like turtle-doves in the 
pretty ^herihita^ to conjure 

up, and with te voice of mu^ic untiringly dilate upon. 

. X wap again fit sea, and the answer to rny first letter 
brptt^lt tlie that Mrs Kedstpne 

beepn quite Vi^pnoiled to our ftiture union, aiid 
1 might ppns^queiitly send my letters dix^t ta the 
prettily 'expn^ed ' 
its;vtone. ';,it:4id'; 

..' ■- .v^' ..'..c/.'.ti.'. 1. .all'eV'ent8,.V^4^ .. 
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foT; the, first thne since I deft. . She, looked thin and ill, 
and in^swer to his persistent questioning, had told 
hin*^tiS|;ad only heard ;pttce from me since I went to 
sen, anlHhat was to renounce our engagement; and 
sho added that she was going^^t^ in a day 

br:;.twp to tho Ih>v. Mr WilJS^^ a dissenting minister 
of fuir means .8(^4 i^^bctable character. My friend 
assured her there must bp some mistake, biit she shook 
her head tticreclulpusly ; and with eyes brimful of tears, 
and shaking voice, bade him; w'ben li(> saw me, say tliut 
. she freely forgave me, but iliat her heart was broken. 
This wa/ the Substance, and as I read, a hurricane of 
dismay and rage possessed me. There was not, I felt, 
a mwent to be lost. tJnfortiinatoly the, captain was 
absent, and the frigate temporarily under tlie conmuind 
of the first-lieutenant. You knew Lieutenant ? ’ 

fj did, for one of the most cold-blooded martinets that 
ever trod a quartcr-dcck.* 

* Well, him I sought, and a-sked temporary leave of 
absence. He refused. I explained, Inirriedly, implor- 
ingly explained the circuinstances in whicli I was 
placed. He snperingly replied, that sentimental non- 
sense of that llfini«^Jould not be permitted to interfere 
with the king’s Kcrvice, You know, Warueford, how 
naturally hot and imi>etuous is rny temper, and at that 
moment my brain seemed literally atlanic: high words 
followed, and in a transport of rage 1 struck tlic taunt- 
ing coward a violent blow in the fat;e — following up tlio 
outrage by drawing my sword, and challenging liim to 
instant combat. You may guess the sequel. J wan 
immediately arrested by the guard, and tried a few 
days afterwards by court-martial. Kxmouth stood luy 
friend, or I know not what sentence might have been 
passed, and I w'as dismissed the service.* 

M was laid tip for several weeks by fever about that 
time,’ I remarked ; * and it thus happened, doubtless, 
tJmt I did not see any rcqiort of the trial.’ 

‘The moment I was liberated I hastened, literally 
almost in a state of madness, to .rcnzancc. It was all 
true, and I w;a8 too late ! Ellen iiad been married 
something more than a w-eek. It w’as Kershaw and his 
inothei’’s doings. Him I half-kiUe<l; but it is need- 
less to go into details of the frantic violence witli wliich 
1 conducted myself. I broku madly into the jiresence 
of the newly - married couple Fdlen swooned w ith 
terror, and licr husband, wldte wdili consternation, and 
. trembling in every limb, had barely, 1 remember, suffi- 
cient power to summer out, “ that lie w^ould pray for 
me,” The n<*xt six months is a blank. I went to 
London ; fell into evil courses, drunk, gambled ; heard 
after awhile that bfileu w'as dead — the shock of which 
partially checked my downward progress — partially 
only. I left off drinking, but not gambling, and ulti- 
mately I became connected with a number of disreput- 
able persons, amongst whom was your prisoner Hparkes. 
He found part of the capital with w hich I have been 
joarirying on the contraband trade for tlu* last tw<) years. 

X hiwi, however, fiilly determined to withdraw myself 
from the dangerous though exciting imrsuit. This 
was to have been my hist trip; but you know/ he 
ad(M bitterly, * it is ahvays upon the last turn of tho 
dice that tho devil vdns hU victim.’ 

Me ceas^ s^>akin^ and we both remained silent for 
scvcidl nfinutes, "VSTiat on my part ^ be said or 
■sugg^S'ted't- 

You hinted jnst; now/ . I reinarked after awhile, 
Hlmt «U your r^idpS^, property w^ in this iMirccl 
You Imve^ howbyc^. ^ reserved sufficient for 

A lip^i'.ahd, a wdld, -lirief 

df 'li:ghi':;broko;.';-|^ .eyes/ as . h© answered ; 

* hi y««|, nic0pe^^ more than 

and' 1 . 

f rejs^Atly ■ ^ Suppose w© take a turn on 


‘ AVitli all my healft/ ho andwerod ; and we both left 
the oai>iu. 

AVc continued to pace iho deck aide by aide /or some 
time without iiiterelmnginfr a syllable, 'the night was 
beautifully clear and due, and the cool bn^oze that 
swei)t over the star aiul moon lit waters gradually 
allayed the foverihli nervousnesB which the unfortunate 
lieutenant's narrative had excited. 

‘A beautiful, however illusive world,’ ho 6y and by 
smlly resumed, * this Death— now so close at my heels 
— wrenches us from. And yet yon and T, Warneford, 
have seen men rush to encounter tho King of'^ 'rerrors, 
as he is called, as readily as if summoned to a hrijj|al.* 

‘A sense of duty and a habit of discipline will 
always overpower, in men of our race and profession, 
the vulgar fear of death.’ 

‘ it not also, think >oii, that the greater fear of 
disgrace, di^honour in tlie eyes of the world, wliieh 
outweighs the lesser dread?’ 

‘ No doubt that has an immense influence. What 
would our sweethearts, sisters, mothers say if they 
heanl we had turned craven ? ^V^lat w guld they say in 
England? Nelson well undorstoi i^'tois feeling, and 
appealed to it in Ids last great signal.’ 

* Ay, to lx* sure,’ ho musingly reiilied ; * what 
would our motlior.*! say — feel rather — at witnessing 
their sons’ dishonour? That is tlie master - el lord.’ 
We once more relap».ed into sil(‘nee ; and after an- 
other dozen or so turns on the deck, Ifendriek seated 
lumsclf on the conihiiigs of the main hatchway. Ilia 
countenance, 1 obsened, was still pale as marble, 
but aludiir, more resolute expression had gradually 
kindlul in his brillwint eyes. Ho was, I eoueluded, 
nerving hiins<lf to meet the ehauces of his position 
with eonstaney and lorlitude. 

* J shall go below again,* J said. ‘ Come; it may be 
some weeks before we h.ue another glass of wine 
together.’ 

‘I will he with you dirtelly,’ he aiuswerwl, and 1 
went down. He dul not, however, follow, and I was 
ahoul calling luin, when 1 heard his step on tlie 
stairs. Ho stopped at the thrcfihold of tlie cabin, 
and there w.is a tlusliiug intensity of exiirosaion about 
Ids lae<» winch (pute startled me. As if moved by 
second thoughts, he ateppi'd in. ‘ One last glass with 
vou, Warneford : (iod bless ,>ou !’ He diviineii and set 
the glass on the table. * 'J'lie lights at the corner ot 
the Wight are just inadi*,’ he hurriedly went on. * It is 
not likely 1 shall have an oiiportunity of again siieakiiig 
with you; and kt me again liear 3 »ou say that you will 
und(‘r any cireumbt.inees keep bocrct from all the world 
— my mother cbpeeially — that Captain Pickard and 
Lieuteii.int Ih*ndiiek were one person.’ 

‘ I will ; but why’ 

‘ (lod b^es^ vou!' lie broke in. *I must on deck 
again,’ 

He vaiiislud as he spoke, and a dim suspicion of his 
puri>()se nroso in my mind ; but before I could act upon 
it, a lou<1, eonlieed outcry arose on the deck, and as 1 
nushed up the e.iliin .st.airs, 1 heard, nmi<lst the hurry- 
ing to and fio of foot, the erics of * Man overlioard!’ 
— * ’Hout ship ! * 1 )own w ith the holm I * The cause 

of the ciaiimotion was soon explained : Hendrick had 
sprang ov(*i hoard; and looking in the din'ction pointed 
out by the man at the wlieel, I plainly discerned him 
already eonsidcrahly astern of tho cutter. His face 
was turned townrils us, and the iuslatit i appeared he 
waved one arm wildly in the air: I could hear Uic 
words, * Vour promise ! ’ distinctly, and the next instant 
tlie moonlight played upon the spot where lie had 
viuiished. Huats were lowerod, and ivo passed and 
ropussed over and neat the place for nearly half an 
hour. Vainly ; he did not reappear ! . 

I have only farther to add, that the parccl'TOjusted 
to me was safely doUvored, and tliat I have reason to 
lH‘luivo Mrs Hendrick remalnoil to her last hour 


i^orant of the sa<l fate of her son. It was her impres- 
sion, induced by his last letter, tiuit he was about to 
enter tho tk)utl) ‘American service under Oot'hrnne, and 
she ulthnately resigned herself to n belief that lie had 
there in6t a bravo man’s death. My promise was 
seiupulously kept, nor is it by this publication in 
the slightest degree broken; for both the names of 
Hendrick and Pickard are fictitious, and so is th»>placo 
ashigned as that of the lieutenant’s birth. That rast*al 
Sparkes, I am glad to be able to say — chasing whom 
inaflo me an n(‘tor in tlic melancholy affair — was si nt 
over the herring-pond for life. 

M O N A C in S M. 

Htstoiiv is commonly said to he the mo.st instructive 
of all studios ; but w'liether owing to the incompeteiieo 
of its teaclucR, or to the natural dulncss of the appre- 
hension of men, it is very difficult to ho understood. 
We lake its examples ns abstractions, without n^feroiico 
fo time or place, and try the fitness of one form of 
civilisation by the jirineiples of another form. What 
was excellent iii Us acted time w^> think v ie*i on s because 
inapplicable to ours ; and thus w'o shut our eyes to tho 
character of those men or things by whose agency tho 
enlightenment of one generation was passed on to the 
next. As an instance of this injustice wc would men- 
tion Monneliism, or Monkery", a w'ord inuch tiKsed in the 
parly polemics of th<‘ day— with which it h.ib nothing 
in the w Olid to do — ami always misused. Hn acquainted 
with the general history of moiiachibm, it is usually 
eonsidereci as a thing bcdoiighig exclusively to tho 
Homan C’atbolic Church ; whero.aH it was of far more 
ancient date, and may lie said to have liad its votaries 
ill almost every religion of tho East. 

Kot to go farther into the early history of this 
remarkable institution than the ixuiod immeilhtely 
after the commeueement of our era, it nuiv he ineii- 
tioned (hat the first (’liribtian monks were &oit/fW'e<s 
or hermits, who, disgusted with the growing ineligion 
of tlie times, lH*iook themselves to the desert to woiship 
(hxl undisturbed by the passions of men. Here (hey 
gradually entered into comm uni ties ; and, as Gibbon 
tells us,, ‘the pbilosojihic e>e of I'liiiy surv’eyed with 
astonishment a solitary people who dwelt among the 
palm-trees near tho Dead Sea, who subbisted without 
money, who wore protiagated without women, and wdio 
derived from the diRgust and repentance of mankind a 
IierpclUtil sui»ply of voluntary associates.’ Egypt was 
overrun with colonies of monks; they fawarmed on the 
, iiionntniiis and in the deserts to a number, as an old 
author remarks, emulating the population of the towns. 
'The custom was soon introduced into Home, where the 
gentry, and, above all, the matrons, converted their 
liottses into monasteries; but htill numerous zealots, 
si*oniing the (ximforts of civilised life, continued to fix 
I their abode in the wildornesH. Here, Iiow'ovcr, they 
j were followed by the adulation of mankind, till hermits 
i were turned into saints mid bishops, 
i The pieturc draw’ii by writers of tlio stamp of 
Giblxm is uniformly repulsive. Tliey attribute Uio 
inbtitution to motives cither despicable or vicious, and 
w»em blind to the part it was destined to play in the 
histor^*^ of civilisation. Hut we cannot deny the credit 
of canicstnosa to those* who, on accepting a law ot con- 
duct, bound tlicmsplves, under llio most terrible penal- 
ties, to obedience ; who abandoned entirely the iileasures 
of sense; w^io dressed in the coarsest garb of the 
(xmntrv wlietc they dianced to> reside ; and who satib- 
fiod their hunger with a scanty iKirtion of the bimplest 
food, and their thirst with pure water. These nec*essiirmSi 
they oaniod by their daily toil in cultivating the fii^ds, 
manufacturing implements, and acting ns Kcrvitttts to 
one another. After the tojlflomo day, they lay fiowh to 
]X'Si uu the ground on a hard mat, ami were dfeuirhed 
at mididght by a rustle horn calling them with its 
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^ abtiipt but melandioly roar to tlieir devotions. Their 
original cells were low, narrow htlts, disposed In regiiiar 
rows, and fonning th(^ streets of a numsstic rlUago 
suiiroundeU by waUa. In Effypt the larffcr monnsteries 
contwliied 1600 or 1600 iiilmbitnnts, cjudi thlrtj^or forty 
individual* <?<ttnpo8ing a society of separate discipline 
and diet " 

So|>mch for the nioro ancient monies j but the same 
cVar«ct(»r and tlio same industry dcsrendwl for many 
generations ; and in Knglami wo find them in tho 
middle ages turning tlio most sterilo tracts into pro- 
ductive lands, and giving a now aspi*ct to the country, ^ 
' Even abbots assisted in all sorts of rural labours, 
ploughing, winnowing, and forjjing instruments of'lnis- 
^ bandry at the anvil. Thomas ?i Jlc<*ket. the haughtiest 
of tliem all, was a Imnl worker; and after he bt*- 
cnnio Arr'hbishop of (Jantcrl)ury, was aeciwtomed to 
go into tlie fields to have a bout at reaping coni and 
making liay. An abfiot of (liantoiibury in the thirteenth 
century w‘as a famous liand at repairing ploughs, and 
i at using them too. ‘ It must have Iwcn a pleasing 
scene of rural industry/ says Mr Merryweatlicr,* Hlie 
labours of those busy uiOnk«, with two score ploughs at 
work; with fields glorving iti their alaindiuit crops, 
laiirh crowded with liuscious fruits, ami lines bending 
bcm*ath the weight of grapes; with dioves of near nine 
thousand head of eat tie; line fish-ponds, busy mills and 
barns overflowing witli gathered fruits. Wo camiut 
accuse the monks of sloth, or entertain many fears that 
poverty and starvation weiv hcanl to raise their 
dismal cry at the gates of Glastonbury in vain.* By 
sucli labours ICugliiiid eatne to be c-iiIUhI ‘a storehouse 
of Cen's’ fnim ilio ahundanee of sts (*oriJ. 

Tins labour, it must lx* remarked, was a religious as 
well i\H u social duty. By the rules of St lieiUMiict, 
moining-work in the fiehls was enfiircod upon the 
monks — four hours from Kaster till October, »»ml 
six hours troni ()oto)*er to l.ent; and alter dinner 
and a dessi’rt of holy rcadiiig, they returuivl to 
their out-of-diKU’s labour. This may .seem hard; 
but the earlier monastic Jiiiwls were a desert, 
which it was tiic nuasion of the monks to reeiaim. 

* Experience tiuiglit the pih^rim to deviate fiom the 
beaten ]iath, mul to gaze over such uni /itiug htHils 
lor tho culling smoke that helokeucd tho piesence 
1 of tho monks, and reminded him of their Ciiristinu 
I hospitality. Often, v\hen least expected, but whui 
1 moat desired, dul the sound of the uhitiu-bell, waft- 
ing aerosa a lonely moor, carry a w'eleonie tc^ his 
sinking lieart, and make him turn aside for a blessing 
and a meal. Far removed from the habitations <»f 
men, and thus shut out from all iuteicourse with the 
world, the labour of the monks was ns es«ential to 
their ow'ii comfort as it was salutary in preventing 
tho growth of idleness nnioug them.’ The maishes 
near the monasteries were *lraincd, and eonverliHl into 
productive land. Such was the case at St Albans ; 
and in another place the lake now called Alrcsford 
Vond was formed of these waste waters, and not only ; 
gave largo tracts of land for the use of Jiian, but 
rendered tlie nver Itchin navigable to the very head. 

But the monks were not satisfied with works of 
Utility. They were the men of taste of tlio times, and 
set tliemsoives to adorn the wilderness they had re- 
clamed, until 

* The desert smiled. 

And paradise was opened on the wild.^ 

Tliey stWTOundod their monasteHes with g^wie, 
orchards, and. plantation^ perfemed them with ffowers 
and shrubs, and grew lutrbs and vegetables, which few 
of the laity w«re aconaintotl with. Vineyards were 
atiftfiiwd to almost all the monasteries; and in some 
wine was BO abundant that the supply was ascribed to 


mlrade t This was the caso when King Edgar dined 
with the Abbot Kthciwold at Abingtlon, bringing with 
him a orowd of the Northumbrian nobility. Tho king 
drank Uke a lord, and the lorils were as mcriy over 
itieir cups as kings j but still there was no stint. Tho 
w'lno canto at their call like an endless flood ; and the 
debauch was kept up till night, when the guests 
departed rejoicing. They were assuriHl that tho Wrcls 
of the monks had contained originally but very 
Uttlo, the rest iHiing a miraculous gift of tlic patnm 
saint. , 

It may easily bo supposed that tho reclaimed deport 
was long of finding a population. The monks at 
first built houses for the ficrlk ami oilier depc’ndeiits 
who assisted them in lludr labours, and thus was 
formed the nucleus of a town. fcSt Kg win, for example, 
established liimself in the middle of a dense fore*<t ; .* 01(1 
clearing away tho thorns niiil brambles, constructi*d his 
monastery — now tho flouiishiiig town of Kvebliani. 
But the history of Croylatid Abbey is still more 
remarkable. ‘ St Oiithlac chose the most wrretehed spot 
in Lincolnsliir(!|jvlion ho resolved to dedicate his life to 
God. An old malUc&cript dosmlws the lo.'ithsomcncss 
of tho place. ‘‘It was,** says the writer, “ Burroiinded 
with f‘rooked and winding rivers and sw'aiupy fens; 
sometimes the air was filled with dark and nau'^eous 
vapours; it abounded with blaek troops of uncUan 
spirits, which crept under the door of his cell, and 
I through every chink or hole in tlie sUnder habitation: 

I they came out of the earth and tilled llio sky witli 
darkness.*’ As years roiUd by, tins Intb' oratory of 
wiMxl disappeared, and a monastery of stone v^as i used 
amidst tluit dibin.d fen to the honour of St Gutldae. 
Croylnnrt Abbey gaimd fiesli pobses>»bins with each 
i succeeding abliot; and Egelric, in tin* time of Kihvaj.l 
! tlie Confessor, convtrled much of the wa^le bimls of 
the It‘n to a profitable use; he dr.nned and afterwards 
ploughed them. Jn the dry years,” Jmmlplui'^. 

“ lie tilled the tens, and had an iiicK'ase of an liundied- 
fuld for all tho seed he sowtsl; and the rnoii.istery 
I so increased by the alnindant crops, that the poor of 
the couiitrywere HUpplied therewith, which atti i *led 
su<‘li n multitude of people that Croyhind beeam tt la jr 
toicfl.*” 'i'he abbots of ht Albans, as an indueeiiu nt to 
8c.‘tl]crs, gave tbem Tuatoriiiis and money ; and wlieu a 
townl>egan to ri«je, laid out and decorate I a iiiiiikcl- 
plaf*c, and erected a eliuivli at each entrance. But a 
town without nec’ChS would have lx*en of little^ ui-e. 
‘“The itvid to Loudon,” says Mattluw Paris, “called 
AVatling Street and the Hoyid Way, as well as all 
the parts of the ('liiltern, being 'M»vert*d with thick 
woods and groves, was boconu' a retuge for all sorts of 
wild beasts — such as wolves, wild boars, ht.igs, and bulU; 
and wa*5 also a harbour for llnevc^s iu*d outlives, to ibe 
imminent peril of the iiasseiigcis and v\,.\i.ii'cis.” Tb<* 
worth} abbot bad some of thewoofl eut dovn, roiedi 
places iev**llt*d, bridges built, and tbi' lo.id m 'de him 
and pasiMible; and forthebetier protection of tt.iM‘ileis, 
he entered itilo an engagenumt with a valiant knudd, 
Jiamcnl Thurnuth, to marntaiu a regular guard ii()oii 
this road; to scour those jurts infested with thieves, | 
and to defend the highway in times of war; for which i 
services tho ahliot granted* to lire knight certain larrds 
and rrvenues/ 

At a time when roads were in such a state, and when 
trov^'lling was so difilcutt and dangerous, the social 
advancement of the people would have l>cen imposrtible 
without tho monasteries to serve as pninlit d\tppni of 
civilisation. They Wttre itms, hospitals, and refuges 
for Uio dcbtitute, in one. Hospitality was n religious 
duty, and a parsimonious monk was reckoned a dis- 
grace to ids order. In dearth and famine, in postiknee 
and monasteries were crowded with tho )X)or 

and jCmrmi thwlr money* their plate, even the orna- 
ments of thoir shrines, were sold to provide the means 
of thoir charitable housekeeping ; and when uotliing 





more roni;i1no(l, tlio veiy house itsolf was mortpgod to 
tho Jews. To conTt^y nn idw of tbo costly liberality 
of the monks, Mr Alcrryweather 4eUs us that at the 
Abbey of St Albniis every traveller who camo to the 
gate was ebtertnined for throe da>s; and at the IMory 
ol St Thoin.is of (^interhury, the great hall, Ot hospitium, 
for tlie iiceomniodation of pilgrims and poor travelJ(»rB, 
was 1 50 feet long mid 40 feet broad. 

• The corr(‘si)ondenco of the monks in thewHark ipgca 
linked the parts of the world together, and kept up the 
lo\el of intelligence. Abbot corresponded with abbot 
throiigliout Christendom; and the letters llciug pro* 
served in I he archives of the monasteries, many of them 
are extuui to this day, and prcscMit a eiirious picture of 
manners. The pilgrim, too, jilaycd his part in aid of 
‘our owm correspondent;’ and from llic stores of both 
the industiious hnMhrcii compiled the chronicles which 
are tlu' only histories of the time. The monks, like* 
vise, stood instead of tlio printers of a later era: they 
multi]>li(*d copies of books w’itli their pen; and even 
(iibliDii I'onfc'ssoB that to their earlier brethren in the 
convents of the K.ist we owe the pre^vation of many 
of tile classii s. U'lie aiimial fairs 'Jrtfflght letters from 
all partb of the country, and th(‘se furs wore under the 
jurisdii'tioii of the monlcM, uho derivinl from them a 
portion of their revenue?. 

J\lr Merryweather givts many instances of elegant 
scholarship aiiionu the monks; hut their skill in 
mc< luinii d st iciifc is less knovn, although it appeared 
bowondoilul to th( tr age that it was usually flbcrihed to 
tins black art. >\hcn (rerbert constructed a hydraulic 
organ, tlie 2 »'ople, vho fell down with terror, thought 
I the} lictiid tlie ;ou'e of the devil. * St Diinstanwas 
I not the 1 in die monkish histon.iiis have mulicioubly 
represented him. lie a» as a great eviierimcnlal plnlo- 
I sopher for Ins time; he was au ingenious meelmmc, an 
j elegant music nii, an expert scribe, ami a tarteful 
artist. In tlu* tmus of John of (llastoiibury, about the 
I 3 ear 14t>(), m iin pi oofs of hib bkill e.\istcd m the Abbey 
ol (flastonbui > ; and his liiogiajiher that he could 
luaki or modi I ain Hung in gold, silver, brass, and iron.’ 

I l^unstan was like w isc tlie iuvHuitor of (be jl<)olian har|N 
who I inu'U* was of course iiri'tornaliiral, and brought 
I upon him a bcnlonce of bamsliment from the comt 
as a necronmiicer. Another monk, Oliver of Mahnes- 
j bur}, made e\]>eriments in the art of tiying, and per- 
' fumed the di»tanco of a fiulong, hut then fell to the 
ground, and lamed hnnself for life. The wTidciit, 
however, did not diminish his faith in the new seieiice; 
he ascrilied it sol<*lv to his having forgotten to provide 
himself with a tid. Other better-known names will 
suggest thunschc , such as Michael Scott and Haeon, 
who b(‘longed to the tlniteoiith century. ’Hio Utter 
assumtd the gray tunie of the FnmcjHcau order, chiefty 
for (III* Halo of the hooks and the traiKiuillily of the 
1 loo ter, II tramiuillit}' no donl it fVom its being coim 
po' d of ‘case ,ind nltcrnato lalraur*— so favourable to 
ion u Ml}, that w'e eontmuully rend of Saxon monks 
upwards of 100 v^oars old, and of some of 125, one of 
I 12, and one ot I dJ. 

The i.ieiiks wtre the chief medical practitioners, and 
it is no womb r that tiiany of their cures wore esb^nied 
mira<Miloii8, since they were the result of implicit faith. 
On this subject lloger Bacon, in bis discourse on * Art 
and Nature,’ is ver} plain. * “ rhysicians use figim‘S 
and ehainis,” he writes, “knowing that the raising of 
the imagination is of great efficacy in curing diseases 
of the IxMly: raising the soul from inipnrily to health, 
by joy and confldepoe, is done by charms, for they 
iodtioo (hi* patient to receive the metlieine with greater 
faith. They oxcito courage, more liberal confidence, 
anti hope. The physician, then, who wottld magnify 
Ilia cure, must devi'^e some way of cxcitmj faiih in his 
patient ; not that thereby ho w ould cheat, tffiNlmt he 
j may stir up tho iinagi nation of tho patient to As 
tt'irf recoccr.” ’ This philosoplxio monk also believed in 


an invisible fluid which gave men power over other 
objects*— the mesmeric force of tlie present day. 

‘ Magnetisers affirm,’ says Mr Merry Wathcr, * tliat 
those most susceptible of the lucsmorie influence, as 
well as ^he most catiablo of ciibcLing it, are tho high 
nervous temperanumts. It h<i» been found, too, that 
spare dibt and long fasting have strengthened the power 
oif the mesmeric operator, and a strict continence^ of the 
body is a grand auxiliary to success. Who tlum boro 
the marks of such a temperament, or who tlien so 
encouraged it, by his peculiar living, as the monk of 
old? llis days spent in deep study, in devotion, in 
IKUiancc, and long fasting; his nights in prayer and 
religious grief. Was not this a training to make a i 
mcMiicrist, and to render tho nervous system snscep- 
tihlo to tho slighiost touch ? HaVe we not in such a 
being the vri} attribut(*s of a hiiccossful m/ignetiser? 
And IS it so very unreiisonnblo to think the monk 
might have practised as HUiM'rnatural what 8ci(*nee has 
shewn to bu a natural, nlihoagh as yet an nndefinablo 
power ? ’ 

Such was jiimiachiHni .as an agent of civilisation; 
and, like other agents wlieii its work was finished, it 
was of no further use. T he we.alth it created robbed 
it of its original character. ’J'he abbots became great 
lords, and the monks grew lazy, fat, and licentious, 
’rhe illumination i( had *.pread sliew'cd iho deformities 
of a S 3 'stem no lonu* r aiiplicable to the state of hoidety ; 
and ut the Ileferm.il ion tlie monk Liitlier shivered the 
sup(.Taniiunted colo^Mls into fr.igrnents, of viliich here 
and lleic portions btill nmiaiii as moimnienfs of tho 
olden tune. Let us not despise mon.icliisni beeauhc its 
mission is ReeoiiipliHied. Let iiR look at it as a groat 
liibtoneal f.iet, ami give it the liouoiir it deserves, 
'J'lie convi'iitb of Hie prew'iit world liave nothing but 
the name in eonmioii with the inonafttoj ics of the d*irk 
ages; and tliohc solitary apostles who take up their 
abode in savage lauds, to spread industry, refinement,^ 
and religion throughout tho wilderness — they alone arc 
tho legitimate dcsciiidants of the monks of old. 

INVISIBLE VEGETATION. 

In revelling in the gloi ions sidendonrs of the vegetahle i 
world at a season wlieii ev(*ry ln.*e and flower is in per- 
f<*etion, one is apt to forget or overlook tho world of 
iriviBiblo vegetation which, though unseen and unheeded 
by man, is yet in full and cetive oiK*ralion around us, 
and vvhkh, when investigated by the aid of artificial 
vision, iiresents u fiidd of contemplation Us varied and 
W'ondroiis, though perhaps not so gorgeous, as the visible 
dijjida}' of green f<»linge and blossoms of eveiy lint and | 
shade of brilliant colour which sparkle in tho summer | 
sun. There i« mmictliing exceedingly interesting in 
tracing nature to her ultimate and simplest forms. 
T’he mind of man has a natural craving for the infinite. 

It delights to speculate eitlier on the vast or the niimite; 
and we an> not stinirited at the expression of Lmnjeus, 
that nature atipeared to him ‘groatcsl in lior least i 
productionb.* 

i)no is delighted in a summer evening in a walk 
amidst the dense, shaded woods to pick up a large, 
beautiftil feni, to examine its frond, curiously and 
most symmetrically composed of numerous pairs of side 
leaflets, and turning over them, to find their under sides 
thickly covered wdth double rows of spores or seeds, 
the germ fbom whence in duo season arc to bjiring «p 
other forns^of a like kind: or in W'andoring b}' the 
cool margin of the sandy sca-lwaeli, to pick up the huge 
sctt-ldng (/aminwrw)"— which the Oi‘ean waves Jiave torn 
up from its rocky station in the deep sco, and thus cast 
ashore to wither and di<*— with all its accompanying 
parasites of Uttlo shell ^molluscs, sea-woxms^ and 
xoopliytcs. AU these are m interesting aa even tho 
(•oiiieniplatioti of tho great and venerable oak of the 
forest Yet when we return home, and tmii Hio 












^tal.cv^bpe,'..oto^'Y«i:id^^^:i[^j^8':t^^ 
we shfrtl f!rid;.thiiti tto 

be ;'; bs&. ; ' tUeitJ':‘'«i' 'intereBii%,' /.litid . as . •sug-’'' 

lfO$tlyp^bf\:tU6wgli^|)^^ .'seenviti- the- wider; 

Yii>egap ^eh-biw. 
l^iV ex|ittsed^te some time to the air ; op a %dlutioii 
^ sufiar of eight or ten clays- standlngj OTji 

1 some briiised currant -juicse' 

j >nth;S ajid strained through. blpttimj-pu^^ 

i ;f^d alfewed^^ a day or tw’6. If a drop of 

f filmy part of these fluids bo examiatMi 
riillider the mieroscope, minute granular bodies "will 
to d these grains or iittie globules* Will 

in another day have enlai-ged, assuming now the 
itom cells; several of these cells join 

ioj^thcFt and after siipther day a minute, fibrous- 
looking body, like a smaU hit of leathery down, will be 
visible floating along in the fluid drop r ^ 
famed rincpor-ptonl, or fljtihentation fungus* In a 
little time other siinilar foniis make their appearance, 
tiU the fermenting fluid becomes" studded over with 
opaciue, inuddy-Hko spots. If this fluid is still kept 
exposed to the nir, tliese little floating islands,* as it 
were?, Aviil soon be observed to enlarge, and to acquire 
other inhabitants. Minute living crcaturca like eels 
will be seen in full activity darting through the 
vegetable meshes. Other minute^ but more decided 
vegetable forms, as conferva?, may perhaps choose to 
take up here their abodes; and, besides the vinegar- 
eels, animnlcuics of other families^ns the voltmx, the 
wheel -animal, and numerous monads — may be seen to 
swarm and disi^ort ai*ouiid the shores, and in the little 
j- central lagoons of the floating islands. When we 
reflect, liow^ever, that those Ishuids cannot be more than 
aline, or one -tenth of an inch in diameter, and that 
perhaps within the whole area of the drop of fluid 
under examination there arc not less than some hun- 
dreds of vegetable forms, and from tw'o to three 
milliofls of animals — the imagination is alniost lost 
in the conception of such extreme minuteness. Yet 
wb must by no means be incredulous, for wq have? 
at hand more palpable, lliough still very minute 
analogies to the primitive vegetation whi«jb have 
Just been de-seribing. 

If, during the w arm summer weather, we put aside 
a bit of broad, dr a slice of apple, pear, melon, or 
other fruit, or a turnip or potato iieeling, if nothing 
better is at hand, shall find, in a few day?, all 
those substances will have assumed a mouldy apixjar- 
ance. Take a little of this mould gently oft* on the 
point of a penknife, and subject it to the micro- 
scope: you see in the moulded bread a grove of tall 
stalks, each with. a round head slightly flattened; in 
slmrl^ a inushroom in miniature. This is the 

the funj^B of the bread-mould. Widle fresh 
and^young ttoy ore of* beautiful milk-white colour; 
gradually thajr astomo a yxdhiwi tinge. The stalks 
too Bp transpatont as, under a good m.agnifyiog power, 
to show the cellular structure mside; the bulb now 
also exhibits, under a tlnn bark or skin, a.nuniber of 
minute circular bodies all arranged In a compact form : 
these aro the spores or seeds. After a day or two 
more the fungi begin to ripen and assume a biownitol 
tint; the tolbs ldaeitot, the skin bursts, and Inmimto'* 
able spoms km icattej^ about, many floattiig away In 
the air. lTi(s ifoitot of totold, like larger oties, is liable 
to accidents ; yoii may See in one corner, for tnistato^ ; 
that the bit of toaod tos c&ked (_ tb^ 

a - fungu.Y;to»v;l^fl^-fto!i!^^ '■ Wl -ifeiftote': 

desidcFtoC-'lto^tl^ tod ' make-.' 'audibly 

the Of the fall' -are,:.- 

ay ■:see, ' loo, ''itometitoto 



tod, npyeloping them entirely, 

d thus tousa old, rotten-looking 

atuiusi^l#' you attempt to tear up' a plant its roots 
■•xtoltoahoe^^rf'A yUttIc water dropped 
into ito btotre Of this grove will in dv|c time clear away 
of the plahtoto a lake; aiid this lake 
wiU to tonnd Very »)ou^^^ by living creatures. 

The larto^ tree of thiB torcSt may be about half a 
liH%or tlfe twentieth of an to^ high. The apple of 
peaYungi attain tlia great height of even throe lines. 
In e, soil head Of apod there is generally a million of 
spores. $eu thousand millions of these seeds might be, 
atm v|ry ofteii ato, Nantong about in the iur-currents 
of our apartments, thoiigh totally invisible to us ; but 
could we sufflelently magnify them as a sunbeam dartctl 
in at our windows and illuminated their bodies, they 
would appear like so many cannon-balls moving rapidly 
up and down, and in all manner of directions. Unlike 
the liiglter species of plants, the^<^ minute fungi do not 
pay exclusive homage to the ton. Wliile all the aris- 
tocratic families of roses, tulips, sun-flowers, passion- 
flowers, magnoha^ wait upon his beams, and twist 
and turn towamWhera, and live but in his smiles, 
tite mould fhngi delight in dark closets, damp, half- 
shut drawers, or shaded liooks and corners. Neither 
do they disturb themselves nor deign to turn towards 
his beams at all ; they continue to shoot out perpen- 
dicularly, Imrizoutally, or even reversed, just as the 
surface from whence they spring happens to Ijo directed. 
No loyal pea or lK?an, or sct?d of barley or wheat, when 
germinating in the groimd, fails to raise its head aloft 
and spread out ils leaves and blossoms to the light and 
day ; but the bread -mould points its stalk and its 
seed- veasid just as readily downwards to the earth as 
upwawls from it. Give these fungi, then, moisture, 
air, and warmth, and they seem to care little about 
light — that agency so essential for Ktimulating and 
carrying on the vital operations of all the higher orders 
of vegetables. 

The bread-mould we liave compared to mushrooms : 
the various kinds of fruit-mould are of a somewliat 
hlto^r order; they imitate mosses in a degree of nrbo- 
resccnce, in roots which spread into the soil, in rudi- 
ments of leaves dr rather fronds, and in a greenish 
verdure wliich the others want. The mould of the 
apple difters fVom that of the pear, and both from the 
mould of tiie lemon and orange ; the parasites of difTcrent 
families of plants thus diftering from each other ju.st as 
is the case with the animated ijorasitesof animals. Ilut 
animated beings have their vegetable parasites too, A 
fungus has been detected growing from the body of the 
common blue- bottle - fly ; minute fungi have been found 
in the human lungs ; and a peculiar fungus grows from 
the skin of the human c<n:x)se. 

TIic snow - plan t f/tofecoccMS nlriili<) \!i a mimitc red 
cell, fungus, which is itoquently seen in largo olustors 
on tto surface of snow, or incrusting bare rocks on tl»e 
Alpine mountains of Europe, Another minute red 
fxingiiB {T?“khodesmium Ji^hrenbevffi}) has been described 
by Ehreiiberg as seen at ccrttoi seasons of the year 
covering large portions of the surface of the Red Sea; 
and when the sun sbiutooii it, imparting that red tinge, 
compared to mtoioto^ towdust, whicdi has probably 
given the name to tout ^lebrated inland sea. The 
ap^arancebf this veg(?table in immense qiiaiititias on 
to^ surftoo of the wtttor is very sudden, and its duration 
ttoiJSient. * On the 8to Vluly 1848, ' w*rite8 M. Duiiont, 
^I entered the toa by to<^ Strait of Babeliriandel. Oii 
that day the sands were White, tto rcofs of coral Were 
white also ; the sqa Was of the most toauiiful cerulean 
blue. On awakening on the morning of the 1 oth of the 
stune mOnth> toat waa my saxprise to behold the se$ 
tinted with ired as fair as -thb ieye could roach. Itehiiid 
th^ thefloek, and on all sides, I saw the same 

Tto^ w surface of the water was 
with u eotnpaet stratum, but of little tlnckhess, 
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of a matter of a line otb^tulrq; 
powder mixed witfe rouge, or 

niahogatiy would exhibit 0^ iexeiuiuaMdn it ^ovi^ 
to be a minute <:ryptbg3iinlc pl^uit* redueas cour i 

tinned till noon of the idth, when it disappeared, and 
the surface of the sea becamo biup as before^^ ^ 

We have eeen that aU these 
excessively minute and simplo ih Structure os they arc, 
yet obey the great law df nature in propa^ ting their 
kinds. Millions of their inyisibie seeds are constantly 
floating in the air, or swimming in the water, or lie 
amid tile dust and sand of the soil, ever read^ to spring 
up when the dreums^noes favourahlo for their Mrmi- 
nation and development arc present ; and thus ^ need 
not wonder at their ready appearance in almost all 
fluids and in all localities; nor need wc be. led to the 
supposition wliich onco prevailed, before their natures 
and habits were so well uuderstood, that they sprung 
uji spontaneously, wuthout seed or germ, from the 
soil, or from substance^ in a state of fi^nnen^tion. 
Undoubtedly they are most commonly found in the 
products of niiimal or vegetable TermentJilion and 
decomposition, just liecause these ikiiAcrs afford them 
the chief conditions of vegetable growth — that is, food, 
moisture, and warmth. Spallanzani long ago shewetl 
that by sowing a quantity of the black dust or spores 
of bread-mould on a piece of bread, be had a quicker 
growth and more plentiful crop of fungi than when the 
bread was loft to a natural or chance supply of seeds ; 

; just as the hushandnian has a surer crop of wlieat when 
I he deposits a sufficient quantity of seeds than wdien ho 
I leaves the chance of a crop to the shake of the previous 
autumn. More recent and careful experiments by 
l‘roies.-sor St.-hiilze liave also shewn that if due care be 
taken to got quit of the ova of animals and tlie seeds of 
minute vegetables from any fluid, and at tbo same 
time carefully to exclude the furtlier entrance of 
them through Die admitted air, no traces of animal or j 
vegetable life will be manilbst. 

What purpose, then, does tins profusion of minute 
and aimijst invisihle organic oxisteiioes subserve in the 
groat economy of iiatur(‘, for nothing can have been 
nuuh* by tlic Groat Creator gf the world in vain ? 
What is the use of those countless and almost incon- 
ci?ivAblo myriads of vegetables and animalcules, living, 
dying, and ag.'iin reproduced in the most rapid succes- 
.«ion, and all Unsocii and unmarked by the ordinary 
SCI ISOS of man ? They arc evidently the advanced guard, 
the great pioneers of nature, the sappers and miners of 
the vast armies of the organic kingdoms. Inorganic 
matters— rocks, stones, the liard flints and limestones, 
even the obdurate iron t— have to be invaded and | 
rendered into impalpable atoms ; the bland and inert I 
fluid wattT, and tlie various impalpable gases, have 
all to be di?compose<l and moulded into now forms 
and into matters having now properties. All this, 
in the first iiistanec, is the work of vegetables; 
the simpler kinds working and slaving for the more 
complicated— tlie minuter accumulating by tlie mere 
force of untold numbers food for the larger and more 
complicated. Before we can have the wheat grain 
which furnishes our morning roll, millions on millions 
of fungi and confervae, of Hcheb^ and mosses, must 
have been at work preparing a suitable soil for the 
more delicate and nobio cereal. Before the solitary 
student can re^ld these pages at liis well- trimmed 
midnight^ lamp, myriads of that feo<i on 

the i>article8 of yogetable origin dissolved in the 
waters of the pecan, must feed the hiedusin itbat | 
feed tho whale, whose sperm-oil feeds and sust^ns | 
that midnight taper. Millions on millious; of; tpnA of I 
minute organic particles that ore every day bud eys^y j 
hour, by a process of doeqm^sition, fast hasteb^ 
downwards again to join the mineral kiwgdci#^ iii^t 
chaos and dark niglit, are conshmtly bedng 
I the roots and pores of some minute vegetabJes* or ' tW 



maws of smne hungry auimalculeSf^and again carried 
for use into tire great vortex of life. ‘ And thuS; ^ 
is in our ceaseless round of existence V all Uaturo is 
connected by links of a gi*cat chain ; and one of those 
links, dlminUtiye as it is, but which could not be/Wanted 
in its proper place, is the microscopic plant. 

: 

‘AN HONEST BENNY.’ ’ 

It is interesting to remark the various shifts and con- 
trivances, the resorts of a very *hurablG species of ■ 
mgenuity, to which some of the right-minded poor by 
whom we are surrounded have recourse in order to 
procure what they proudly and independently term 
* an honest penny.' It is gratifying to know that tbore 
is a very large section of the lowest ranks to whom tlie 
feeling of dependence upoii others and tiie practices of 
dishonesty are equally bateful and repugnant ; and it 
is impossible not to syinpatbise wdili the persevering 
endeavours of many of this class whom society seems, 
from some accident or other, to have pushed aside from 
tho beaten paths of labour and its deserved emoluments ; 
and who are loft to make their way in the world in the 
strict aiiA literal sense of the term — seeing that they 
hjive first to invent a calling before they can pursue it. 
How much physical energy and good moral determi- 
nation some of them bring to bear upon this praise- 
iworthy undertaking the following brief sketches, drawn 
from the life, may assist in shewing. 

Terence O’Donough is an Irishman wdiom a for- 
tunate fate has united to an English wife. When I 
first knew Terry he was in the enviable position of a 
hanger-on at the underground warehouse of a small 
Iirinting- office, where tw'o or three minor monthly 
publications were rolled off from a machine in a cellar, 
the motive -power of which w'as supplied by a steam- 
engine in an adjoining factory. Terry's whole fortune 
consisted in bis wife, who plied as a basket -woman iu 
Covent Garden, and bis own broad back, which he 
carried steadily tinder the pressure of tliree hundred- 
weight ; to wliich might be added a temper inseusibla 
to provocation, and an appetite which, owing to ‘ his 
riverence, Father Matthew,* wdio had cured him of 
whisky -drinking, w as a match for anything eatable 
under the sun, Terry’s wife, wdiom he always addressed 
as ‘ me daxlint,' was in every respect the * dacent oomari* 
he was fond of calling her; and she wtut not a little proud 
of her Herculean spouse, as anybody might see who 
observed her watching him as he devoured the moustrous 
boiling of potatoes which sho brought him regularly 
at one o’clock, and which, with a draught of water 
from the pump in tho courtyard, Constitute his 
unvarying dinner. I question if tho good w'omau her- 
self lived upon anything better : it w^os Terry’s boast 
that he had made her, like himself, a ‘taytotalmUn 
Ifitirely,* and that ‘iver since, wi’ the blessin* of iveii, 
they hadn’t wanted for nothin’ at all at ^1.' Terry 
liad no regular cn^gement ; Ids earnings were limited ; 
to fctcMngs and carryings, and running of errands ; and 
when be hod nothmg to do he had nothing to receive. | 
His average receipts were rather under than over a j 
pound a month; and his wifej according to his own ; ; 
accoiuit, triiicii I believe was the true one, earned alK^>ut ; r 
half as iuiich ; but home comfortable- to 

him ; kept his )dtt(e garret as ‘ clane as tho blue sky ; ' 
and if Tetijr had any wdsU in the-Viorld, yo^ 
sure the lra;age of h^ wife 
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v. 'Auclj .tp toll 

, ' ■ like . thbae oi 

1cqn4|jsiift^ a larger income. , Hoyr W 

ijiring >bQiiit th^ir. the quei^Olli,, An 

untaugM bogs of Qaihn^n^t^ 

with9»t, educ«Uio^ a caUintfr 

condition ? The^ was no 
hui^gii^^ H wl^om ho could supplant by superior 
qnaililciatipni; Even the little printer's devils, who 
' ^Ubpped up and * down stairs, and rad. about the 
I wsrebouse, had all * got the lamin’, and could rade a 
' printed book put and out,’ while he did not know V^ior^ 
row a Jetther.’ ‘ ’Tisn’t tlie lamin’ will do my business 
anyhow,’ said he to himself, ‘ Bedad, if I was but a 
stame^ingin, it’s a pound a week they’d he afther givin* 
me. Arrah now ! that’s wliat I call a diskivery. Sure 
I’ll he the stamer ingin, and do it half-price, if the 
mastiier will ounly hear ray son 1* So Terry watched 
his opportunity, and one day when tlie steam ran short, 
as it invariably did on the Saturday, lie boldly volun- 
teered to supersede the steam-engine * if the inasther 
would put a handle to the mjlV and drive it clean 
through the week for a less sum than he paid to the 
proprietor of the steam. Terry’s 'proposition was at 
first laughed at os absurd, as the power required was 
considered far too great for one man to supply 
continuously. Repeated defalcations, howeverj on the 
part of Terry’s rival, the steam-engine, at length 
induced flie printer to listen to his offer, A handle 
was fitted to the machine, and Terry was offered 
half-a-crown a day for keeping it going, Tlio exi>eri- 
ment succeeded admirably. The contest between fiesh 
and blood, boned and sinews, on the one side, and 
caat-iton on the other, Was for once decided in favour 
of the former. The snortitjg, fire-eating rival was 
casliiered, and sent about his proijcr business; and 
from that day to this the arms of Terence OT)onough, 
with sonie occasional assistance from his wife, have 
supplieil the motive-power to the printing machine in 
— Court, From long practice Terry now makes 
comparatively light work of his ponderous task. | 
During the hot summer weather his wife makes her 
appearance in the afternoon, and laying hold of the 
same handle, proves herself a worthy helpmate to her 
tplUng spouse. More than once have I seen Terry fast 
asleep on the floor, after working half the night, while 
Ills wife, grinding away, kept the concern going at the 
accustomed pace. The steam -proprietor is the only 
^ Terry’s employer saves 20 per 

cefiti;by'the exchange; Terry himself has trebled his 
earnings ; : and both he and his wife are confidently 
looking forwaid to the accumulation of sufficient 
capital for a start in the * general line,’ including 
murphies and black diamonds,’ whidi is to lead tliem 
onwards and upwards to respectability and fortune. j 

^ i fipom a visit to the Principality, I 

arrlvi^ by Great Western Hallway at the jPdd- 
dixigion tcrmlfipsi Thri>wing portmanteau^ the 
top Of an Imfihd the Bank, I mounted mjrself 


.by the -'side an^in:'a.'few''tninUt§B' we:Wej»' 

.««. roafe-..^;. thb'Ay, - 'ttot yetv^teied.iipefe'' 
..the Ne.w:.Hoad erD 
which' w'as 

m the 

f si'''npt'\'.'abbve;','>iievbh ■ at 'the- 

■■■'or ■with- it 

, whole ■ them ' 

my eye^>,'hev:.lnade'v;a:.'miE^^ 


ft semblance of a hat or of a 
■■'was among the whole party 

which, being 
si^^b^ miles an 

hoiirj appw^ u ratUmr comic ai^ioS of politeness. I 
asked tiJe 4river the meaning pf this curious cortlpe. 
‘ Them pom sit,’ said be, Vis arnin’ wlmt I 

calls a ^eg^lar hold penn^.^^^ T^ a- looking out 

arter the Ihji^age; and because they runs it down all 
the way ih>m the railway, they thinks they got a right 
to the Wtem^ When we drops a passenger and a 
portmanti^u together you ’IV see the move. The ftist 
man (toy goes in reg’lar turns) will shoulder the 
luggage^ and pocket the browns for carrin’ of it homo, 
ile as has the lost turn will have to run perhaps all 
the way to the Bank— a good four mile the way wo 
go. They gits what they can, and takes their chance 
whatever it is. Sometimes they’re done altogether. 
A boy may foller the ’bus all the way on the hunt 
arter a gentleman's luggage, and never git it at last— 
’cause why, d’ye see, a cab may take it out of his 
mouth, or a kin^^rted swell may think that a chap 
08 will run fouifltees arter a trunk is ixwhaps likely 
to bolt with it when he’s got it. 'Tis all a chance. I 
wish ’em better luck, that’s all.’ ‘A hard penny 
indeed,* tliought I; * and a proof that tljese poor, ragged 
vagabonds are willing at anyrate to get one honestly if 
they can.* 

The first passenger with luggage got out .at Totten- 
ham CJourt Road; his baggage was liaulcd from the 
roof and lifted upon the shoulders of one of our 
running attendants by the conductor, who secnuyl to 
look upon the ceremony as a matter of course. Away 
marched the little bare-legged Atlas at the lu*c0.s of the 
passenger towtirds the Hampstciid Road, and the 
omnibus proceeded on its route accompanied by tl)e 
remaining five. The next stoppage Was at Enston 
Square; and the porterage, being only from the omnibus 
to theKorth-Westvwn Railway station, was hut a two- 
penny job. At King’s Cross we discharged ariothcr 
passenger, and lost another nigged attendant. At the 
Angel, Islington, two more disappeared; and rlie 
vehicle, on the roof of wlilcli my own was iJio only 
remaining luggage, proceeded onwards to the Bank. 
Onward at its side, with bare feet j>adding the dusty 
road, now at the rate of nearly eight miles an hour, 
came a flaxen-headed, country lad of fourteen, now ami 
then scanningmy face with eager glances, and pulling 
mi obeisance at his straggling locks as they thittered 
in the wind. When at length we stopped at the Bnuk, 
the little fellow had to flglit for the possession of the 
portmanteau, wliidi ho did witli a vigour almost 
amounting to desperation, witli a half-drunken porter 
of forty, who was standing on the look-out. I'iuding 
himself likely to be . worsted in the contest, ho ai>j)eah:‘d 
to nm with a look whicb a flint could not liave r(>siMted, 
and I felt myself compelled to interfere to procure him 
the job. lie %mlunteerctl to carry the object of con- 
tention to Paternoster Row for >tl., after having run 
at least four miles in a bFoiling sun to make sure of 
I the commission, lie kept close to my side, as though 
I foarfiil of incurring sufpfoion, cither by g^iing too fast 
I or by lagging beliii^ and the burden up 

stairs to the second landing before bolding out his hand 
for pajment. In answer to my questions, he told me 
that hf shonld tmtnediately start back again by the 
shortelit cut to Paddington, there being no clianoe of a 
job by the return journey. Ho said he could get back 
In foriy^fitjtji minu^ a direct line without inuch 
funning, and that they could do threo journeys a day. 
A good day was worth Is. fid. or la 4d., a bad one, 8d, 
or 9d. He thought ha made about 5s. a week out of it, 
imV it was ^^v^ hard work, and his victuals cost him 
he^^ egoe0 fid. for Imlg He added that it 
would^ever/fio run in shoes or boots—tho gains 
sole of a ^loe woaars out 


in no time when a boy ’s a all day wliild 

the solo of a feUar*^ foot pi^ #tS’ thh thicker ^ 

His time waa too fuily ntiicii 

questioning; and h^ing hia ooiiij he was off 

westward like a shot, to rejohi. his cpturades at the 
railway terminus. v : !■ 

Tliese poor fellows yrork in hahds, and find tlieir 
security in sticking closely to each other. It is only 
when one is left alone at Ute end of a jo^ney that a 
stationary porter has a cliahoe against tliem. Together 
tlicy would inMUbly chase Intejloper wito 

should prosuine to attempt to bag the game which they 
had conjointly hunted down. lliere is no doubt that 
they rely a great deal, as they have reason df), upon 
the sympathy of the passengers, some of whom find no 
small amusement in the race so pertinaciously main- 
tained for the chance of a trifling reward. I am not 
sorry to observe that since the increase of emplojrmcnt 
for all classes wliich has arisen from the impetus of the 
Great Exhibition, their numbers have been materially 
thinned. They have been in some Sort replaced by 
imnierous gangs of country-bred ujcluns, who make 
a trade of following the suburiitfii* omnibuses, and 
tumbling heels over liead, or * wheeling’ foT'a hundred 
yards together on outstretched hands and feet, after the 
manner of the gipsy broods, w'ho, in times gone by, 
swarmed in the track of the old stage-coaches, cutting 
capers for the halfpence of the outsiders— an occupation 
that will most assuredly cease to be remunerative when 
London is again reduced to its average population. 

Bob Kiulgo is the son of a * navvie’ employed on the 
Great Nortliern Ihiilway. His father’s fifteen shillings' 
a week has been made to undergo a very considerable 
stretching in order to make it sufficient for the wants 
of eight young children, of whom Bob is the eldest, and 
ho not yet sixteen. The mother has too much to do 
with her little troop of half-naked rebels to make any 
further attemiit at industry than is manifested to the 
passers-by in the appearance of a small gingerbrerul 
and apple stall in front of the blackened brick cottage 
in Maiden Lane, If the poor woman manages by her 
tle.sult,m'y trafiic to pay the rent of the little domicile 
she thinks herself well off. Tlie number of undeniably 
good appetites beneath Mr Budge’s small roof has been 
long a source of iKU'plexity to the Imncst man, and all 
of them would certainly have been reduced to 0 <jca- 
sional very short commons if Bob had riot, like a dutiful 
son, come to the rescue. Maiden Lane and its adjoin- 
ing purlieus and precincts, it should be known, are the 
El DormJo, the unbpuglit ptiradise, of hungry donkeys, 
Tliere and thereabouts are numlxjrless small patchtrs of 
nneiiclosed grass, half-1 urn bored with bricks and building 
materials, and dcstin(?<l to be builtupon at no very 
distant date. Tljose are plentifully pastured by asses 
too poorly owncred to boast of private lodgings, who 
l>row8e patiently among the broken bricks and rubbish, 
and pick up a gratuitous livelihood, being turned out 
of the shafts and left to shift for themselves whenever 
relieved from duty. Man is ever the child of circum- 
Rtancea, and generally derives his knowledge, if indeed 
he gets any worth having, from Ins pomonai BUrround- 
ings. Li ttle Bob Budge, like the rest of us, caught up 
his exiKjrienco from the lessons, of his daily life. He 
was nurtured and dwelt among donkeys,^ and frt>ra 
the long habit of observiixg their prelections and 
pi*opensitics, h«ts at last struck out a butinesf fOr 
himself, enabling him to reiiQve Ids parents of the 
burden of his triaintenance, and :ferther, to render 
valuable co-operation towards that of the , 

ah round the suburbs of London, 
metropolis in every direction, are miles upon mUSj^ of I 
-open sewers and drains. The pedestrian whg|^lv6t^ 
from the beaten track is ofreu only prevSuti frm 
walking into them by the kiitdlr mihrmi^ion of lus 
olfactory nerves ; they are py ntuofeim 


uhdOi! the Nev River in tlie north, and Under the rpads i 
imd faU^ays in the east and south ; thO aist^ 
noStHis^ the west have voted them a nuisamse, and 
there they obouml in less profusion; but every whmn 
tlieir odmirs ascend and flavour the country kir yluch the 
retired citizen imagines he is inhaling in all its purity. 
But tl](b poison of one man is the meat of another, and 
this intoiminable source of disease and death little Ilob: 
Hiulgo has made tlie foundation of Iris traffic. The 
banks of these endless ditches and drains are every- 
where covered with a rank and luxurious vegetation, 
chiefly consisting of a gigantic species of succulent 
grass rising on long reedy stems, which is to a donkey 
whit turtle-soup is to an alderman. This Master Bob 
collects and sells by the sackful to the o^vners of asses ; 
not to the poverty-stricken proprietors of the squatting 
herds in his own immediate neighbourhood, but to the 
thriving ovmcrs of the lively brutes who, on Hampstead 
Heath, and other such places of fashionable resort, 
arable llaiintingly in milk -win to drapery beneath the 
soft side-saddles of the frolic fair, or plod quietly along, 
guided by the feeble haml of the consumptive invalid. 

Bob’s profession is anything but a sinecure. He 
began by being his own beast of burden. 1 m^it him 
two years ago, aimed with a short sickle and a sack six 
feet longue was levelling the herbage on the bank of 
a ditch, and ramming it into his bag. Not being at all 
in the seci*et, I questioned him as to the use of his crop. 

‘Wliat is it for?’ said lies ‘ wliy for the mokes to 
bo sure. Don’t they like it— jest I’ 

* You don't pretend that they prefbr it to glass or 
hay?* ' 

‘ Don’t they though ? They prefers it to anythink. 
If 5 "ou got a moke, you jest try him : if you lives handy 
here. I’ll be proud to sarve yer. Bless your .’art, about 
three bags on it turns ’em out as sleek as a mole. Vy, 
look *erc ; it ’s pretty nigb all j nice— aint it ? ’ With that 
he squeezed a handful of the reedy grass till his fingers 
weni dripping with moisture. ‘ Tiie mokes is no fools, 
whatever you think on ’em : they likes gravy in tlieir 
meat as well as Christians. He, he! You don’t catch 
’em leavin’ on it till ’tis all gone, I can tell yer, I could 
sell ten times as much as I do if I ciould git it, only ’tis 
so fur to take it. This ’erc’s a-goin’ to Camden Towm, 
more nor two mile. If I had a moke o’ my own I'd do 
well.’ 

By this time ho had reaped a dozen yards of the 
bank, and cut enough to fill Iris bag. He rammed it in 
w'ith Iris head and shoulders as the ^ack lay upon the 
ground, until it was tight enough to stand upright, 
liaising it on end till it towered far above his head, ho 
stooped, and buckling it round his waist by straps 
stitched to the sacking, walked off with bended back, 
the ponderous load pnyecting forwards over his head, 
like the cotfin of Daniel Lan^bcrt on tho back of a 
Lilliputian undertaker. 

Bob has now grown quite tlic little man of business. 
His ambition is gratified, for ho has two/ mokes ’ of his 
own, and is doing a smart trade as commissariat to a 
pretty numerous regiment of donkeys, if oriO ma^ judge 
by the palpable improvement in his costume arid the 
expression of Iris confident face. He reaps and sells his 
crops without paying rent, taxes, or tithe. The paternal 
cottage has been datOIy painted and whitewashed; little 
Dick has made his first appearance in a shirt ; and a 
neat-boaxded shed, well pitched with tar arid weather- 
proof, in the rear of tho dwelling, gives token at once of ; 
Bob’s prosj^rity arid his humane care for the comforts ;] 
of his friends and beneihetofs the nioke^ who have / 
helped in bringi^ it about. How lie employs his time 
ami bis donkey-power in Winter is a secret wlrieh; not 
being in his eorifidence, 1 Have nOt boon able to fathopi, 

I have no doubt that ‘ he has pcivM a market ;|or botb« 
and turns them to good acodunt. | encHrim^red him 
only a few days ago in a field ndt lhr from Hio Bevori 

by young hioky 
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xp«^t thttt Lady Enimelinc will be deified J)y out trans- 
.tUiitic fVifinds« and held up as a 


i fine set-off *die whole 


^ l^irelfcjh the United State* by Uady Emmeline 
St^tt w of the cleverest books of the 

present publiahiilg season. Her ladyship is ft shrewd 
observer^ liberal in tone, aiid hutnowhs and graphic in 
powers of description. Her work is conseciuently a 
very different thing from other productions of the kind, 
and it will be read wdth interest even by those wImj, 
like ourselves, have perused almost everything that 
: has been written on America. We should also be 
inchn^ to say that Lady Emmeline is possessed of no 
small degree of courage^ moral and physical. She tells 
her triind pretty frankly, and goes everywdiere, even 
Into very rude scenes, with otdy female attendants. 
In one thing she is original! she is the first English 
aristpcrfttic writer who has spoken wdlh respect and 
admiration of the Anterican character, and dared to 
prbgnostioa^ for the nation a great future. We may 

ex] ‘ ‘ “ ‘ * 

at] 

race of Trollope.?. 

Tiie round which this intrepid Ibmale traveller made 
ineluded some of the western states, Mexico, the island 
of Cuba, and the Isthmus of Eanama, acros.s which she 
went in order to have a glance at the I’acilic, an ocean 
now coming rapidly into inip^)rtance — and not merely 
talked about, but steamed upon. With singular 
gocid gense, passing over the petty disagreeables that 
must inevittibly occur in this extensive and varied tour, 
she speaks in glowing terms of tlie grandeur of many 
things that came under her observation. With the 
mightiness of the Mississipiu she w*sis dtily inipresscKl. 
To this great sea-like river, she says Campbeir.s fine line 
would apply as well as to the o(!ean : * 'rhe lightning’s 
wing sinks lialfway o'er thee like a wearied bird.’ 
After contemplating its gigantic features, she feels that 
at home all will apjiear insignificant. ♦ I shall want a , 
microscope when T return to Englandj so miserably j 
small ftud petty will seem its rivers, its hills— all its | 
features. Magnifying-glasses might save one’s patriotic I 
vanity a little till we get used to the miniature scale, j 
The Mississippi Springs to life amid the chilly glare of 
everlasting shows, and it ends its mighty career beneath 
a burning sky — ay, almost under tlio flaming heavens 
of the tropics. Kothing gives one a better idea of the 
immensity and greatness of tliis subUme river, than 
the reflection that a vast space, comprising about two 
millions of square miles, poui's its surplus >vaters into 
king Of rivers. It is indeed a long sea. Then not 

- ban looking on those wonderful 

Wftte]^ what dian^^ another hundred years will almost 
certainly have produce(i on the vast scenes which they 
lave; What yeiy nations of men will crowd ou its 
busy shores and throng its immense valley I Wliat a 
worid of wonders will be presented to the iVnure 
voyage*^ I What industry^ ivhat prosperity, what spicii- 
dpur^ wlUit y et undream^-of attainments of civilisatioh, 
anil iriihillphs of science^ and achievements of art ! 
Alntey the of all these. Tlie 

toeii; is gradually blooining, the forest is retreating, 
the 

of - iteambrs: are; covering -ih^' faoe ■ of the',; 

'T'riveri ;,setting' 

; foot'ibn^ ;fhriher' and-Tuhter 

- -into' the/h^bagtete::':^^ hundred; 

day ■ to^the, - ;;; 

■■ t . j jjiyi fi ll ^ ' ii i ;. ! i "" .! 

- ’ 


after describing New 
Orieans/iiady^Emmftliiie ponders on the destiny of the 
great; work mit the future of the 

Mlsstsslppl Yalley ; and this lead's her to sympatbiyc 
with the. usually boastful character of the Americans, 
inferring that with such mighty ivorks of nature before 
them they cannot help sjwaking in what seems to us 
the language of exaggeration. ‘ It is all petty malice 
and jealpuyy which make peopl® ta.lk of their exag- 
gerafed lexpressions and ideas. A man must have 
imagination indobd—must out-^Shakspoare ^Shakspearc, 
the myriad -minded, and the very lord of imagination, 
to deal in hyj)erboUc«l extravagance liere. What would 
bo exaggeration in other countries is here the simplest 
moderation, and |n all probability lags beliind the 
reality. The fact is, they feel their destiny and their 
country- s dcstmy, and they would be stocks and stones 
if they did not j and if in England we are disposetl to 
thinlc they “ greatly daring” talk, we should rememher 
a little what a prospect lies before them. Nature, their 
present, their future— all is in such an exaggerated 
mood here, all or^uch a stupendous scale ! For tliem 
to have little vi8w and entertain trifling projects, or 
hold petty opinions with regard to their mighty country’s 
advancement and progress, w'ould be as absurd aa to 
sec a party of giants in go-carts or in pinafores, and 
playing at “ Tom' Thumb” and “Goody Two-Shoes.” ’ 
But the vulgar bragging of tlie Americans — for vulgar 
and off’ensivc it is, in spite of I^ady Enunelinc’s indul- 
gent remarks — may be expected to undergo considerable 
modifications. ‘As the i)eople progress and advance 
more and more,* slie says, ‘ they will gain more the 
humility of true greatness.* 

Our authoress was not less gratified w’ith llic rapid 
advances making by Boston than the bustle and toke ns 
of wealth in New York. Tlie wharfs of this findy- 
Hituated city ‘ during the business season arc densely 
liiUHl with the shipping of every nmritimo counti'> 
under the sun. Merchantmen of every sUc are tliere; 
and for at least three miles they present an unin- 
terruptedly-continued forest of masts and cordage, 
commingling apparently with the chiiimeys of almost 
innumerable steamers. More than 1000 sailing- vesnt Is, 
nearly 100 steamers, alwut ftO tow-boats, and 200 canin’- 
boats, may usually be found in the noble harbour of 
Now York during tlie busy time of year. In the severest 
winter this harbour is never obstructed by ice,, so il it 
vessels are not inconvenienced on that account. 1 
liave lilready mentioned the niagnificeutre of the New 
York hotels, but must just add that the cuonnous 
Astor House not only is said to he furnished with its 
own private printing- press for striking off the diurnal 
bills of fare, hut it also makes all its own gas. ilow - 
ever, it d(K»8 not yet, I believe, manufacture its own 
linen or plate I * 

The more novel portion of the work refers to V. 
whose thoughtless inhabitants, clearly inc;it«iil>’c of 
self-govemriient, she hits ofl’ in an amusing style*, it 
is Lady Emmeline’s candid opinion that if the Mcxicai^s 
were to Ijo free of revolutions and their troubU some 
ctms^uences, they would be i)09itivt.riy too luippy. 
They may l>e said to have paid, in Uio shape of .‘lOO 
revolutions, for their superlatively fine climate. It is 
dear that ‘people be allowed to live in such 

a paradise for nothing. - We may go on and wijoy our 
J^-irot peace and quiet at home in our misty little 
island.; we have to keep our windows shut, to exclude 
the fog and chilling idropping rain ? it would lie hard to 
have them ;brokeri op€;n by drizzling cannon balls, and 
ifttlier cheap. We want 

a good heada* to prevent rude Boreas from 

ft.shcU- 

Steti in our bitter clime. So 

as maintained by our 
ami of Britfinnia w*aruH 


and of Britannia W'arm- 
'cidftl*;^ttles';. and - the ■ -bfossings of . 


■■■-.' .'.-f- ■ -• 







fogr, ieo, sno\ir, clouds, east ^hids, luidpe goosc- 
Ijcrries. They have glorious svu^s fp:^ ;balmy airs, and 
mighty mountains and dazzling stars, gold and purple 
skies, a silver earth, and insurrections of every pattern 
and species — a large assortipent always on hand, 
agreeably diversified by numerous little stabbings and 
killings by undisciplined atnatcurs ; for the regular 
promneiamienio must be quite a profession in Mexico 
by all accounts, and is conducted on prlncixfics of 
high art.* 

lluring these revolutions funny things occasionally 
ocenr. Our authoress was told; a * tale of*a lady at 
Puebla, who liad some Iwjautiful flowers on her balcony, 
and who neglected them during the civil war,^i week 
ai^t) (we came through as it was dying off, 1 believe, 

' but we were rather sleepy, and did not find it out at 
all.) She left them for nearly three days, luid then, 
afraid that they w'ould be quite spoiled, in spite of the 
Iit‘i)j)t?riiig balls that fell round fiister than usual (the 
liopiilar tempest, just going to clear off perhajis for a 
few weeks or so, was expending its last strength fit- 
full,y)» f>at she stepped on her fair balcony armed with 
a watering- i>ot — not so bad a weajjfin after all if it 
coitld have held enough — and proceeded to refresh the 
indueky llowers, some of wliich had had their heads 
eari’it'd off by bullets, Avliile several were bearing scars 
like the very flov^rs of cliivalry. She watered them 
pretty fast, you may be sure ; but before she had dune, 
bang came a great ball, and cut in two the body of a 
dower-pot. That was enough ; away ran the liuly at 
ontH‘, lb inking tliat the flow'ers l uid ]K!tter be killed than 
luTself.’ 

"J li<‘ strec.'ts of ^lexico are ln*oad, clean, and airy, and 
tl.o gayo.st in llic world. The equipages arc splendid, 
and the cost nines of the people brUUant.and striking. 
M'ben, what abundance of novelties in the shops, 

I 'crranged beneatb open arcades! ‘VVluit is there not 
: t « » be found here ? ItOuk round : lierc are sombreros, 
otillas, reboses, satins, silks, silver, gold, china, pic- 
res, uiats, and twenty thousand things besides, all 
i io?c at band ; and just look at tbo.so splondidly- 
. oil'roidered cloth-mangos for genlleiiien, with a circular 
“‘vee of coloured velvet in the middle to act as a sort; 
niasculine necklace. Mere are wax figures, most 
id onitely and exquisitely finished, faithful represen- 
! ic-ns of every (.'hiss in Mexico — a peri'ert population 
tluMnsclves, anii, it^s ass<;rted, hot given to the 
, IK Ming mood, which j'ou would have susi>ected. Here 
are spur.s like merely moderately - sized windmills ! 
(lit >veigb, some of them, a pound and a half, and the 
.iwels of which clatter along the iiavement, when the 
•A vjarer liaxipons to walk, likii a travelling tinker’s store 
'. n an uproarious and kicking donkey. And here arc 
I and sib or ornaments in laec, ami aerial flounces 

' : : 1 f5Mb!. h)ws, and artificial flowers, whicli it is said — 

V>‘i' t corroborate the assertion by having wit- 

; . d ^niytliing of the sort — are made by men; and 
I ^ you T>i:iy there see a wliolo regiment of stout, 
iu t-ive Mt xit'iins, who ought to he quarrying stone, or 
V raking in the mines, or mending their abominable 
roads (wliich must destroy a large proixutiou of ill- 
starred tra>fcUera annually, we should think), vritb 
enormous moustaches, ami desperate-looking awhUlos 
at hand, actually employed in miucingly mjmipulatiiig 
dclieate decorations for ladies* dresses, trimrniixg fairy- 
caps, and artistically twisting aiid x>inning bows of 
ribbon. , Would the reader like to give 200 dollars fpr 
a cheap pair of Guadalaxara stamped leathern boots, 
wrought all over with silver? Ami a saddle ;£or about 
double that trifling sum? Would ho admire h^ore 
those lassos or sura/ws, or beantiftil Mexican hats, with 
their tassels and broad rplls pf silver, fitstened; . 

with little lions, serpents, and other devices ?, ■ Or has. i 
he any fancy to pay away a sniall fortune ' 

plete 8<;t of horse-furniture, and a ftfll rldhtg-djfesa^^o^^^ 
the country to mnteh ? It h a most beautiM bd^tume | 


altogeftierj and One cannot help hoping tliat the Mexi- 
xxm will not give up thoir magnificenti and 

appro^tato costume, and splendid horse-couipments, to 
adopt the ugly fiishions of . 

Withf Havana,; tlie capital of Cuba, Lady EmineUhe \ * 
was enchanted. The beauty of the cloudless clinwit^/ 
the rickbesa of the vegetation, and the fairy-like j^ce- 
fulneais of the female inhabitants, reclining their V 
glittering eo/ant«s, were all attractive. Going ’to the 
p«s«c>, as the place of fashionable resort is csdled, thij 
scene is thus described. Here a multitude of carriages 
‘ swarmed in double lines, and all seemed like a fairy 
talc in action. Those graceful, aerial-looking, gaily - 
paiifted open volantes, like cars fit for Queen Mab, aiid 
the ethereal - setuuing beings within, crowned with 
flowers, with no other covering on their gracious heads 
than these delicatti blossoms, and their omi massive 
braids of superb black liair — for very seldom did they 
even w'ear tlio mantilla, and when they did, its exqui- 
sitely-disposed folds seemed little else than the light 
shadow cast by those abundant waves of silky sable 
locks : all w’as enchantment. How gratrcfully waved 
their fans, w ith which tlu?y fluttered light i>retty salu- 
tations to each other ! — Ujobo glistening feathery fiius, 
like the wings of sylphides : and their dresse-s ! surely 
Araclme 'i^s£ssclf must have simii them, and Iris coloured 
them ! I will try and paint, in words, three of these 
fair daughters of Cuba, as tliey recline in their luxurious 
volantcs. One is in a dress of the most sky-like azim'; 
another in a diaphanons dreainj^ sort of robe, of the 
I most gossamer texture, and of tlio softest yet brigldest 
tint of rose-colour ; and the third— -who sits forward in 
the middle— is in spotless lily white : and these dresses 
float light and full as very clouds about lliem. 'I'hey 
arc all dcvolttlc* and "ypth very short sleeves, and all are 
snow' -pale with statuesque features ami magnificent 
liair. There seem to bp hundreds and thousands of 
these carriages, wdth equally fair and fairy-like dumose/s 
within, and clad in every hue of the rainbow — lilac, 
j emerald -green, the faintest strawy-yellow — that adniir- 
I ably suits wdlh their generally jet-bUiek locks— and 
I various delicate tints and shades of all colours. Tlio 
carriages themselves look like enormous butterflies 
I glittering in the rays of the descending sun, with their 
innumerable, bright, varied colours, liien how beauti- 
ful are the long double i-ow's of trees oii either side of 
the paseo, and tlie flowers, and the exquisite sky aboviP, 
and the sjilcndid fountains, fidling into . sculptured 
marble basins ; and how charming is the delicious 
tciiiixTaturc and the soft breeze from the noiglibouring 
sea!* 

rity that the race of holiday-makers who occujjy 
this iiaradise of an island are so utterly incompetent in 
the way of general progress. That they are destined 
to lose it, sooner or later, there can be no reasonable 
doubt. Of the tnmsit across the Isthmus of ranama, 
i likewise afflicted with a slothful race of Spanish Creoles, 

I the authoress gives some interesting particulars; but 
! for these and other matters we refer the reader 
to the book itself, which will amply repay penisal. 

DOMENICHINO. 

Homenicuo Zampieui was boru'at Bologna in the 
month of October 158 L He was the second sou of a 
shoemaker, who, by the persevering oxercisc of his 
humble trade, gained a comfortable living. The elder 
Zampien Aviaely determined to give his sons a feood / .. 
educatloii, wifti u vie^ to their embracing liberal pro- - f 
fossicflis ; and ou thie latter subject he soi^ht the advice ^ ; 
of some of his respectable customers, Among these 
was the painter Calvart* TlUs; artist offered ^ :■ 

maker to take his eldest son and instruct, hitfi in vthe 
- art iff- ■pahttihgv^and -,. tlie- pr6jx>«al%jw-':^^ : 

, -It novr ■ iuinained,. : tO' , disiiOse;;.;:.;-of sob^. '- k... 
-;^0iiet,:Teserv9d, 
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in tbe noiay game® of liis young noighbourp, but always 
sought to rouse in some retiteU corner. 

* What sliall I make of him?* $M his perplexed 
father one day toCalviii^ti ‘he is a strnngo, moping sort 
of boy, whose inclination it is difiioult to 

‘Make him a priest,’ rc*i)liod the painter: ‘you can’t 
do better than put liim into the church, Gregery YIl, 
was a^parponter: the worshipful guild of shoemakers 
lias not y^ suppliccl us with a pope, but who can say 

what it dp?* 

Calvart’s advice was followed, and Domenicho Zam- 
pleri commeiieed the studies prejiaratory to a course of 
theology. Being naturally of a studious, meditative 
disposition, he liad at*quired at the end of four yedrs a 
considerable amount of information and learning calcu- 
lated botli to enhirgo the mind and benefit tlio iieart. 
Meantime (’ulvart was labouring in vain, trying to 
make an ai'libt of the elder brother. Kot a single spark 
of genius could he elicit; and at length lie fold the 
shooinaker that the lail, whatever might be his vocation, 
would never make a paiuU^. 

* Well,* said Calvart, *I got >ou into this scrape, and 
I will now try to get you out of it. Let ) our boys 
ehuugo places: tlie eldest, I daresny, will make au 
exctdlcnt priest; and as to the yoniigi*st, without any 
in<itruction, and from njerely visiting my4#'‘^dio occa- 
sionally, helms already nequired a far greater knowledge 
of painting than his brother/ 

()nco more was Calvart’s counsel followed implicitly, 
and Domciiiclio found himself at libeity to follow the 
career for which nature had inlendctl him. Jlc soon 
b<‘eaine Calvart's best pupil, and his master predicted 
that his fame would equal hia own. 

This Calvart was a Flemish iiaintcr of undoubted 
merit, ami who in public estimation occupied a place 
next to the Caracei. But this did not satisfy him : he 
wanted to excel the dislinguibhed br<»thers of Bologna; 
and so fir did Ids jealousy evtend, that lu* forbade his 
Ijupils, on pain of expulsion, to enter the studio of bis 
rivals, or even to eojiy any of their works. 

Notwithstanding tliis j wold bit ion, oar hero b'^t'aine 
acquainted with a youth of Ids own age iianusl Albaiio, 
who, as well as Guido, ha<l rommona^d his studies 
under Calvart, but a short time before hud deserted to 
the encniy’s camp— timt is to say, the studio of Jmdo- 
vico Caracei. The sympathy of taste and f('oling which 
at first attracted the young men tow^ards each other 
soon riiiened into close friendship, and Zampieri wa* ere- 
long induced to visit tbo forbid<!cu scene of Allmn</s 
studies. There he eoiild not help perceiving Caraw'rs 
vast suporiority to his own master; but filled with 
gratitude, towards (Jalvnrt, and nobly unwilling to 
desert his cause, he warmly defended the Flemish 
painter against tho sneering accusations of want of 
skill which Albano’s companions wore wont to bring 
against him* However, he thought it quite allowable, 
for his own private improvement, to make copies at 
home of some of Caracci’s masterpieces. For some 
tiipe bo did this in secret ; but at leugth some tnlc- 
b^irer carried the story to Calvart, wdio, under pretext 
Of paying a visit to Bomcnicho’s father, went imme- 
diately to ascertain its truth. 

He began by praising the youth’s iirogress, and then 
asked ibO father to siicw him the pieces which he 
painted at home. The delighted shmunaker hastened 
to usher his visitor into the attic which Bomonicho 
occupied ; and there one glance was sufBcicnt for the 
jealous pednter. On tho easels against thecwatls every- 
where did ho see oopies from the woiks of the C^aeci, 
and none from his OWi^ 1 lie, however, dissembled his 
wrath, and on Ids return said nothing of Ids visit to the 
culprit, who heard of it in the ovenhig from his fiithoTj 

Great ueas l)oinenicho*s eonstemation. With tbar 
and trembling he repaired next morning to tho studio, 
thinking that Oalyart would expel him. The artist 
WUS ifalkiug up and down tho roijira with hasty strides,^ 

B^ping now and then to inspect the works of some of 
his dullest pupils, and praise them in an extravagant, 
and yet irritated manner. At length lie stood behind 
Domeniclio, who was employed in putting the finisliing 
touches to- an admirable study from nature, one wlii(‘h 
offbnded the Flemish painter’s eye from its uuuiistuk- 
able likeness to the school of Oaracci. 

‘Bomcnicho,*said he^ pressing Ids hand heavily on tlio 
young mah's shoulder, ‘you have been going s>n very 
badly of late, falling oflT in your painting, nnil spend- 
ing your time with that good-for-uothing scapegrace, 
Albano.’ 

‘Birt, master’-— began Bomeiiieho. 

‘Anil worse than that,’ intemipted Calvart, ‘you try 
to indtate these unworthy Caracei, wliose mission 
seems to he to destroy every rule and principle of good 
painting. Bo you think that in this way you will ever 
become an artist ? ’ 

Bomonicho, without deighlng to reply, shrugged his 
shouidora. 

Tills unlucky gestnn< was taken ly Calvart ns an 
ini|K‘rliiient iiiis^r to himself, and acted like a spark 
falling on a irmffof gunpowder. His rave knew no 
bounds; lie 101*0 tho canvas from Boinciucbo’s o.isel, 
dmggetl tbo young man tmvjurds the door, and (lisiiiis-,cd 
Jiini with a violent box on the ear. | 

The next day our hero, to tlie great ikdiLtht of his 
iViend Albano, enrolled Idmself among tbo pupils of 
LiidovKo ('‘aracci. In the evening a supper w ns guen * 
in his honour by Ids m*\v companions, and it w.is with 
great ddUculty be could prevent them from going iiftir- 
wanla in a body to serenade, m anytinng but a com- I 
plnueutniy manner, the ears of ATii^tcr (‘al> t. 

In order to cxclto the emid:ition of his pupils, 1 
Ludovico ('aracci was in the liabit, from tunc to time, | 
of giving a prii;e to whichewr among ilum prodiued 
tile bc^t jKiinting; and one of tbeso tiials of skill took , 
place soon after Zsmjneri’s entrance, Tlie now-iomcr, i 
didhUmt of Ids jiowits, dared not t nt»'r the lists, hut | 
finished a sketch in beiTi-t. When the pn/e was i' 
adjpd.HHl, hi.'i master upbraided him with bis tind»litv, M 
and Borneniclio venturcHl to slicw his ‘•ketch, ahnobt * 
anticipating l>Iaine. Ludovico I’liraci'i, however, w.is 
so unicli struck with its merits tint he appi-aied to his 
assembled pupils to pronoiiiK’c wdiat its author dcscr\e(l. ' 
With one accord they assigned to Idm the lirst jdace, and 1 
the youth who lud gained tli* pi ife yielded it to Inm ' 
nilli the best po*-sihie grace. It was at this time that 
lie began to lie e.dIod Bimienieltino, by which caressing ! 
diminutive of his Christian name he continued to bo 1 
know it, almost to the evclii^ioii (‘f his putronymu*. | 
Our hero v,ms eudowiHi by nature Miili a Icuidcr, loving i 
heart, and his affection for A 1 bo no mcreasvsl daily. Jt ' 
was, llu'refort', a sad trial to liim wlicii lii« 101:11110 
frieml sot out f>r Borne. Buring a>i‘ar Donienulnno 
patiently pursued bis studies at Bologna, and then 
yielding to Albano’s pressing cutreaiit‘s, he went to 
Homo. Tliere ho was kindly reeeiv(‘d by Anmbil 
Caracei, who was then painting the Farnese Gallery. 
AssiH'iati'd in his master’s lalwnirs, lie jnodncisl a 
picture*, * The Death of Adonis,* which was at fir.st 
attributed by the public to Caracei ; but the latter was 
too upright to profit by the error, and took care to 
sccim* to his pupil bis fiiU meed of praise. 

Bomcnichino could md boast rapidity of conception, 
nor any romurknblc facility of execution. He loved to 
tx>main socludcd in his studio, working out patiently 
his own ideas, and avoiding the gay soi-iety of his fel- 
lows. Therefore among tliem he was far from being 
popular: they laughed at the shocinoki'r’s son, who 
dressed shabbily, and cared bo little to join in their 
B|>orts. Jn contempt of his appareut slowness they 
gave lum tho nickname of The Ox. 

‘ He" whoin yba uall an ox,* said Annibal Caracei 
one day, ‘ will plough his fhmw after a fksliioii that 
wiU yet ihrtUise the flqld of art.* 



OHAMBERiS’S JOURKAIi, 


Thomas Aquinas, on account of his ^^um^ dulness, | 
received when a boy a similar title bis OomradOs. ; 
They were reprov^ liy Ms iUttstriottS Uiaster, Albert 
the Great, in the foilpvidng words R^Tbomas is 
ox, ho is one whose roaring will yet AH the World/ 

The noble House of Aguechi, of origin, 

was at this time represented at Rome by two of its 
members — the one, P. AgoOchi, was a eardinal, the 
other, J. ft. Agiiechi, was a man of immense wealth, 
and a passionate lover of the fine arts. Through the 
interest of Albano, Domenichiho obtained an introduc- 
tion to tliis powerful patron, and painted {<xt hint two 
excellent pictures. These caused quite a sensation in 
Home, and very soon a band of jealous rivalsasought 
how tliey might injure the unsuspecting artist. One 
day Cardinal Agtiechi told his younger brother that 
he must immediately expel from Ms palace a dange- 
rous inddeL and scurrilous painter, as ho believed 
Domenicliino to be. - 

J. B. Aguechi, not wishing to displease his powerful 
and imperious brother, appeared to acquiesce, but pri- 
vately reassured Ms protege as to the issue of the 
business. He gave a splendid l>aiv$uet in honour of 
the ciirdinaVs birthday, and in the evening profioscd 
that 11 le assembled guests should view, his picture- 
gallery, to whi(jh, he said, he had lately made several 
aildilious. Now this gallery, although much talked of, 
was but little seen; for A|^iechi, like many great col- 
lectors, was chary of exhibiting his treasures to public 
gaze, and reserved the view of them for those clioico 
spirits who iiould really apipreciate their merits. 
U'lierefore, on the present occasion, the company 
eagerly expressed their satisfaction at the i)romi8ed 
treat. 

‘It would seem, brother,’ said the cardinal, ‘that 
your gallery must contain marvels/ 

* Your Kmineiice shall judge for yourself/ 
Accordingly the cardinal, followed by the other 

■ .IK sts, passed through tlie door which their host held 
open, and truly beheld inestimable ti'casures. There 
was a panel whose surilice was painty on wax by the 
Grecdf Apollonius in the thirteenth century ; pieces by 
Oimabue, Giotto, I’erugino, Leonardo Da Vinci, and 
Kaphjiel, besides 8(>veral great artists of the time. At 
one end of the gallery the cardinal remarked a green 
curtaiti, wdiich seemed to veil some lai'ge painting, and 
lie asked his brotlier to withdniw it, J. B. Aguechi 
feigned excessive reluctance; but the cardinal ptT- 
sisted so earnestly in Ms request that at length the 
curtain •was drawui back, and DoracnlcMno’s magnifi- 
cent painting of * St Peter in Prison’ apiieared, brilliantly 
lighted up by a ray of the setting sun. Tlie cardinal, 
wiio, without being as accomplished as his broriicr, 
j eiilly possessed taste, was struejk, not to say startled, 
by the beauty of the picture. Ho looked at it for some 
time in silence through Ms hand half-closed in the form 
of a tube. 

‘Why, this is a chef-d’oeuvre!* he cxclain|ed at last. 
‘ Wliiit do you tMnk of it, gentlemen ?’ 

The obsequious guests, who had waited to take their 
cue from tlu^ cardinal, now with one acxiord launched 
out into extravagant praises of the paihtiiig. 

‘ Who is the artist?* asked his Eminence, 

‘My brotlier,* replied J. B. Aguechi, ‘you will 
please to rccolU»ct tliat it was only in cpmplianee with 
your own urgent entreaties that I shewed you tills 
piece : it is the production of a Bolognese piiinter 
vrho has had the misfortune to incur your Emiiiience’s 
displeasure/ y 

‘What I Domonichino? Who could havAtold me 
"that he "^vas a mere hcrcticM dauber?* 

* His ignorant and jealous rival^^say so/ 

‘Well, w^oll, it is not too latehpmakehlMa^ 
from that time our artist eMoyed th^avoiii^^ 

Cardinal A^echi. Ho painted tdt Mmi ^ Bt ; 

ills Grotto/ imd ‘ St Erancis kneelMg before a 


He : hsA just completed the latter piece when the 
cardinal died. Before Ms death he recommended 
Dodi^BicMno to the protection of Gaidinal/Aidobl^^ 
diidj who complied with Ms friend’s wishes biy '^tnii^hg 
his prfd^gd with the decoration of the palsice of the 
Belvedere^ He also painted a series of bf 

sacred: fubjects for the abbey of Grotta-f errata ; and 
these, Still bright and glowing as the day whien they 
started into life, attract even now the notice and 
admiration of visitors. 

After some time he returned to Koine, where Albatlo 
was occupied in executing pictures to adorn tlie castle 
of Bassano, belonging to the Morcliese di Giustiniani. 
Hem Domenichino experienced the value of true 
friendsliij). The generous Albano, under pretext of 
wanting time, persuaded the marchese to confide part 
of the work to his friend. Accordingly, while he was 
engaged on the * History of Apollo,’ Dogienicliino was 
employed in painting the * History of Diana/ 

For his splendid piece, ‘The Communion of St 
Jerome,* executed at this period, and destined for the 
ifiiatjel of Sau-Girolamo-della-Caritk, he received the 
miserable sum of fifty crowns. But from it he reaped 
an abundant harvest of fame. It burst on the public 
as a resurrection from the ancient school of art, and 
its author, was lauded to the skies. He had, however, 
a bitter ^omy, named liaiifranc, who accused liim of 
being a mere servile copyist of the Caracci. Agostino 
Canicci had, in fact, treutcxl the same sulij'ect, and the 
tN'vo compositions bore some faint resemblance to each 
other. Tlirough the intrigues of LaiifVanc ‘The Coin- 
innnion of St Jerome’ was thrown into a barn, where 
P^jussin, twenty years afterwards, discovered it. The 
French painter proclaimed its transcehdant merits, and 
through his influence it was placed in the Vatican, 
opposite llaphael’s ‘Transfiguration.’ The remainder 
of DomeiiicMuo’s career was strangely clie<]ucred by 
weal and wo. He maiTied a beautiful girl, named 
; Marsibilia, to whom he was fondly attached, and whose 
devoted alfection w^as his chief support under those 
trials wMch his sensitive spirit could so badly bear. 
Laiifranc and the Spanish jminter Josef Bibera, sur-* 
named Siiagnoletto, persecuted Mm witliout ceasing. 
At length the latter devised the cruel expedient of 
bribing a workman to spoil the frescoes which Donie- 
nidiino was painting for the dome of San Gennajo* 
Despite this iiyury, however, and the sorrow which 
he felt at the death of Ms two children, our artist con^ 
tinued to prosecute his work until the fear of poison 
broke down his spirit. lie refused to leave his house,' 
and took no food save that which he bad jirepared with 
his own hands. Notwithstanding tliese precautions he 
died in 1641, a victim to poison by some accounts, but, 
as others assert, cut ofTb^ pulmonary consumption. 


PEAT AS A MANURE. 

[Tho following i» ft-om a littlo pmctEcal brochure by Mr James 
Cuthill of Camberwt)]], entitled 'Market-Oai'dOningltbunjXon- 
don/ * in which a liorticultiiral account Is given of eycrytliing— ' 
from oauUflow’crs to parsley, from filberts to wator*CTeBSclS':^ovto 
in the neighbourhood of the metropolis for its own supply.! 

1 havb tried the following plants iii a mixtnro of p^t- 
diarcoal and earth with the following resulia :^ 

GiraMtmHS.-r'These luxuriate in a mixture of three 
ounces of pure charcoal to one pound of mould. In this 
material they make good Saleable plants in half the usual 
time. Cuttings strike freely, either in the puire charcoal 
or in the mature. 

(7u^m5sf‘s;^For these I mkeed the charr^' p<^t with , 
moula during winter, an3 when the plants are put into 
it, they grew famously, and produced a heavy crop. The 
peat-charcoid not only yields nutriment^ but it afifords 
good dralpage, V tops sAike root: fteely m (puje ; 

.ehanred’p^^';: 'v-'.-';;'.-' :: -Ivr ■' 1 ■■■''■ 

. -a Xiondon v 
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Md(m , — Those succeeded in a mixture of chaprod |>eai 
and soil equally well with the cucumbers ; and if a large 
proportion of the soil consist of |»eat» 1 am of opinion that 
the flavour of the fruit be improved, more espeolally 
in cloudy, sunless seasops, . 

StraumpHes grow admirably in charred peat mixed 
with soil, and in the case of pot phitils they likp a good 
handful of the pure peat placed in the bottoms of the 
pots. <this latter has a tendency to prevent the ingress 
of worms, which do not appear to like its sharp odges. 

nncs.-^l have not yet tried the effect of charred peat 
on vines; but judging from analogous cases, I am certain 
that it will pi ore of much advantage to them, not only 
as a fertiliser, but also as a means of keeping the borders 
porous, and ihcicby biinging better into action the dthor 
materials of which they may be composed. Under such 
an arrangement much finer - flavoured fruit may be 
expected. 

Potatoes . — I have found those manured with charred 
peat drier and more mealy than others to which farm- 
yard manure was applied. In the former, the foliage and 
stalks are more compact and firm, and when taken up 
the tubers wero found to be clean-skinned. In my case 
no wireworm came near them. Where imtatoes are pitted 
in long ridges, in the open ground, a layer of po.it between 
them and tho soil holps to keep them dry, and if this 
heap could be covered with it below the straw it would 
also be an advatiiago. 

In flower-gardens, peat-charcoal will bo found invalu- 
able, inducing, as it dues, quick gtviwth ; but not over- 
luxuriant, and consequently plenty of blossoms. Under 
its influence the colours of the latter are well * brought 
out.* 

'i'ho experiments mentioned above wire pll tiled last 
)oai. This season 1 have found that if, instead of horse- 
dung being turned and sue<*teiied for a month before it 
is used fur forcing, it is allowed al«mt a week’s laying, 
and then put iutd a four-light pit, and covered over with 
an inch of peat-charconl, all will be well. Under this 
system, by the timo my cucumlier plants came up, all 
smell was removed. Again, gai doners are much anno^ied 
in .lanuaiy and February by plants damping off. 1 dusted 
my cucumber jilants iu the pans every morning with peat, 
and I did not lose six out of 600. Those treated in this 
way throve better than the others, and produced a more 
healthy, dark-green leaf. In sboit, 1 consider charred 
peat in a melon ground to be as necessary as a telegraph 
to a lailroad. Tne one is iDcoiiqilete without tho other. 
The sort of charred peat that I use is the granulated kind. 

I have only' to add, that J never hail finer crops of 
strawberries in pots, as well as all the aboie sorts of 
plants, than 1 nave had this summer, (in frequent 
examination of the roots, 1 have always found the young 
jQbi'es adhering closely round the particles of peat, shewing 
at onoe the great benefit they deiive from it, not only in 
the shape of nourislmieni, but also in tho warmth, air, 
and moisture the charcoal affords, being so porous. If 
this is the case in a light soil, to clayey land a good 
dressing must be much moie beneficial. My potatoes 
have aever been bettor than this year (lflf>l.) I have 
had many potatoes weighing three-quarters of a pound, 
the stems strong and woody, with not half so much water 
in their system as usual. And if niy plan of wintering 
them was carried out (as mentioned in the * Belgian Vrixe- 
l^sSf^ on the Potato,’ in my last pamphlet), the potato 
would bid defiance to disease; as we find the charred 
peat to be so splendid a manure, and without fpi |ind, 
covering, as It does, thiee millions of acres, from fifteen to 
thirty-five feot deep, and lying just at our hand, and in a 
distressed part of the three kingdoms, where industry only 
wants stirring ; for In Knglaud the Irish ate the roost 
industrious, md-workingsiieople on tho face%f the earth. 

I* ..I —HI 


I And when ihie mighty store, laid up f«r the earth’s use 
I iu time of need, is all gone, some other vast hidden 
accumulation will appear. In the meantimo, the Irish 
I Agtelioraiiou %>oiety, AVaterlpo Place, l.iO]idon, deserves 
I encouragement for the help their operations in Ireland 
have given to the people in their late great struggle for 
existence, not less than for the lienefit you will confer on 
yourself by pui'Chasiug the article they sell, which I ha\e 


By using this manure lately, you will not only be cftrich- 
ing your own ground* but be lending a helping hand to 
poor Ireland, whei^ P^videnOe had placed the peat as 
a blessing; but the uses of the rantenal were not to be 
discoveted until wanted. It is now in a ripe stale. The 
ea^th wants more manure, and a greater demand is made 
igfpon it, which will inoreaee as the population multiplies. { 


been ende^ouring to shew is a first-nite inaifiiic, and a 
capital deoaoriser of idl obnoxious smells. 

A FANCV ABOUT A BOY. 

* N oihlng—losa than nothing— and Minity ! * 

aYk stood beside the window-sill, 

The little lad and 1 ; 

Within the room was sober gloom, 

Without, a Bunsel sky. 

I diew him forward to the light. 

That I might seo him plain; 

That sudden view thiillcd my heait through 
With a delicious pain. 

I leant hisll^afl back o*cr my arm. 

And stroked his ciispod hair- 
TJio dear, dear curls, o’er which salt pcatls 
I could have rained out tluTO ! 

1 looked beneath his heavy lids, 
l)rooping with dipani} fold; 

, AVhat visioned eyes I wiw lu isc! 

But nothing shall be told. 

Gaily I spoke : ‘ Could I count biuk 
Nine }cai8, and ho gain nine, 

I Hould not say what ill io-duy 
Had chanced this heart of mine.’ 

He laugheil— all laughtd 1 most of nil : 

But I was glad, 1 ween. 

That the whole loom lay in such gloom — 

Ilm face alone n as hocii. 

He talked to me in schoolboy phrase; 

I gave him iuc<*t leplies — 

I mind not whui ; luy beitbc uas nought, 

Oi liu-d but in my eyes. 

I <ould not kiss him as u child, 

1 only touched his hair, 

Or with my hand lus bio.ul brow Fp.'inned; 

But not that it w^us fair. 

He strange to me — as 1 to him, 

We neier met bctoie ; 

\ ct 1 would fain biavc niiiklo }>ain 
To pec the lad once moie. 

But why this was, and is, God know's ! 

And 1 — I know, with joy, 

I’ll find among His angel thtong 
An angel — like that boy I 

im CHALMWIS AND MU IRVINC. 

Tbc congregation, in their cageimris to obiaiii seats, 
bad already been asseiiihled about thiee hours, living 
said he would assist me by remling a chapter for me in 
the first iiibtance. lie chose the very longest chapter in 
the Bible, and w'enb on with his exposition for an hour 
and a half. When my turn came, of w'hat use could I be 
in an exhausted reiMiher t On anoilmr similar occasion, 
he kindly pnffered me the same aid, adding, ’ 1 can be 
short.’ 1 said, * How long will it take jou f* He 
answered, ’ fM/y one Aour and a halff* ‘ 'J'heii,’ replied 
1, * I must decline the favour.* — Dr Hanna's Hrmotrs, 
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ENJOYMENT OF THE FUTURE. 

It must be confessed that a very seductive study is 
afforded by that science wiiich treats of the successive 
revolutions that rent asunder the crust of the primeval 
globe, and of the series of races ivli^h inherited by 
turns the pre-Adamite earth. It is interesting to trace 
M’hat appears to be the preparation onr world received 
by those mighty changes for some condition of per- 
manonce and tranquillity, and to follow the fearful and 
wonderful developments of organic life till they ended 
ill Man. But Mdiat next? Wliaf is to folloiv ? lifts 
the awful and magnificent drama really conic to a con- 
clusion ? May the mind at, length sink into rest and 
contentment after having revelled in tho marvels of 
geology? '.rids is imiiossiblc. Those marvels have 
only given the impetus to excitement; and wc turn 
our eyes ‘ from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven,* 
ill scareli of tlic new phenomena that ore to follow. 

Is it reasonable to supt>oso that man is only a link 
in the chain, a race in the series of existences; and 
that after him will come some dift'ercnt and nobler 
being to coulinue the iiifinito progress ? Is it reasoii- 
iible to suppose that even now wc are in the course of 
a new geological revolution, which, slower still than the 
movement of a glacier, will take ages uixm ages for its 
development; ? To think thus we believe to be a*rtjon- 
trary to reason as it is to Scripture ; but wc believe, 
likeivise, that altliough at the birth of man there termi- 
nated one series both of organic and inorganic changes, 
lie is the beginner of another of a wlioHy different clia- 
raetcr. The stone monsters of tlie old world wdiicli 
geology has caused the earth to disgorge from her 
successive strata, and to relate their history to us with 
file distinctness of written monuments, exorcised no 
influence upon the destinies of the world otherwise llmh 
a.s forming a portion of its crust. They flew, they 
swam, they crawled, they ravened, they died — and that 
was all. A convulsion of the globe buried one race, 
and a new one t(K>k its place, as unconscious of the fate 
of its predecessor as it was unable to prophesy its own. 

But man is in quite a different x^osition both as 
regards the jAiysical world and the fortunes of his own 
race. The aspect of the former he is able to change at 
bis will. Wherever he goes he makes, when hp does 
not And, the conditions necessary for his existence. 
He modUies the climate, disarms the thunder, sweeps 
away the forest, drains the marsh, bores Ids path through 
the rock, throws n road Over or under the river, desdends 
into the bowels of the earth, and skims oyer surface 
of the ilecp. But> unsatisfied with this sover^nty over 
material tilings, he flings his iiifluencQi(ip>^^o^d into 
the future; making laws for unborn generations; and 


moulding the form and destiny of times that as yet 
have no existence. This is the grand distinctive cha- 
racter of his being. He lives in the future. Even 
without the aid of revelation ho conceives the idea of 
a future life, and feels, without being able to see, that . 
he is not a thing of dust, but a spirit of the universe. 
From bis earliest childliood, his thoughts, his dreams; 
his longings, flee away into the future. He is not a child 
when ho fiHvys with his companion s, but the future, 
man, father, master; and as he advances into life, that 
mystical future recedes before him, and so ho marches 
on, ami on, and on. Ho works, plans, i>rovidcs, all 
for the future. Ho plants woods, and builds dwellings, 
cities, temples, all for the future. He lays up treasure 
for the futui'o; and wiien arrived at the end of the 
present — when the last sands of life are running, and the 
grave yawuis to receive him, and the darkness of death 
descends upon him like a pall — behold I a new day spring j 
rises amid the gloom, the silver cord is loosed, and hii 
steps into the future. Yes, with the appejaraiieo , of 
this l>cing there ended the series of geological changes, 
j and in him there commences a series of moral changes 
as awrt'ul and astonisliing. 

In examining this connection of man wdth tlio 
future, wc observe the difiTercnce bedAveen tw'O important ! 
springs of human action — the love of reputation, aiid 
tlie love of fame — and are able to estimate their rcsjxio- 
tivc value. He whose god is reputation is obviously 
I an inferior Ixung, debarred from tlio exercise of the 
higher functions of hi.s nature. He is only a child of 
the future as belonging to the six^cies, for ho is 
incapable of appreciating or enjoying his inheritance. 
He is satisfi(*d with the apidausc he can hear, and the 
rew^ard he can feel, and pleases liimself with the maxim 
of a spurious philosoifliy — ‘ Eat, drink, and be merry, 
for to-morrow ye die.* Now, thei*e is in this, to the 
unreflecting mind, a certain colouring of common sense. 
Wliat benefit, it is asked, can w^e derive from a fame 
which is Iwrn only when wo have ceased to. live? 
What can the future do, as regards the enjoyments of i 
tliis state of existence, for a being who dies with the 
present ? What compensation can he fthd in posthu- 
mous renown for the labours and woes of bis thorfal 
life ? Does the fame of the Macoddhion hero, which still 
resounds throughout the w'orld, wann the ashes in his 
grave of ages? or does tins fame constitute the i>aradise 
of our own Iftind schoolmaster^the teacher of all times? 
Tho aftswer is : That the aspirations of man are a part of 
his nature, and tliat the exercise of the nobler fmictiqns 
of our constitution fbrms in itself the happiness of thn^ 
mind, just as the exercise of the instincts forms .thq 
I happiness of the senses. Those aspirations arc their 
own row^ ; the future is onjoyed the pyasent; and 






the firee spirit wears the crown; even w^hen ilie hea4 
k^Q^s not where to rest The idea that the lot© of 
fathers absurd, sinOe it is imjwssible to realise^ its 
enjoyments, con only proceed from a grovelling inind, 
unable to compj^end flChy Iiigher felicity than its own. 

But the longiii^ a^r fame is condned to a few. It 
req^uires for dWellhig a mind of a peculiar ^aud some- 
what poetical order ; while the practical vrorking out of 
gre^ idCaa, Vrithout any reteireiice to posthumous com- 
pensation, is a fur more common test of cliaracter in the 
childreii of the future. But here we arc met wHth the 
same objection. Why care for genera tlons that are yet 
unborn? What pleasure, can you philanthropists take 
. in henoflting those who have never done ajiythkig for 
; you, and whom you will never see? It is better to 
eiijoy the present, and leave tho.futiire to take care of 
itself I Wliy, tliis enjoymont is precisely'' wlia t they seek, 
however unconsciously to tlicmselvcs ! In caring for 
the -fiiture. they enjoy the prtisent in its kc^encst relish ; 
while tlie objectors, absorbed in the exercise of the 
lower functions of liuman nature, proclaim that they 
iHilong to an inferior and less -favoured order of the 
species. All this feverish excitement we see around us 
— this longing and labouring after the improvement of 
mankind — is a i>roof that in our day the new series of 
progression gws rai>idly on, and that wo discharge our 
prescribed task in the work of human "nte with z(?al 
and lldelity. 

The instiiwjtive striving oven of common minds after a 
good that is not to he enjoyed by their own generation 
is one of the most remarkable phenomena of man’s 
nature. We argue, we toil, we Ifivish our fortune, we 
submit to present hardships and privations — for what 
puriK)8C? In order that at some indefinite time an 
advantage fnay arise to ho enjoyed by l>cin^s yet 
unhoni. Those hypothetical hoings are nothing to us 
or ours. If indeed we crippled bur resources in order 
to improve an eatiite wdiich would yield tlie return to 
our heirs^ the thing would Ih3 intelligihlo on the i>rin- 
ciple of a wide and gtmcroiis scldslmess. In like 
manner, when the kindly Hindoo idants a grove, he , 
pleases himself with the notion not only that sonic i 
unborn traveller may repose in its shade, but while 

I reposing bless his unknown “benefactor ; and therefore, 
wlnle iwimiring the beautiful action, we are at lilx^rty 
to suspect that the advantage he thinks his soul will 
derive from tVmt grateful thought mingles with benevo- 
lence in the motive. But there are a thousand objects 
of human effort wliich are wholly iiic^onsistent with the 
idea of self-interest of any kind whatever ; even of that 
kind wliich arises from our habit of identifying our- 
selves with the Ixjings in posse who are to proceed from 
our own blood. Wc may mention as an instance the 
earnest struggles that are now making by all wise and 
good men to wrest from bigotry and ignorance an edu- 
cation for the people. These champions of civilisation 
do not consist merely of the young, who may supjjose 
themselves to have some interest in the growth of 
knowledge and order in the hind: the old man 
who totters on the brink of the grave is one of the 
foremost of the baud, and his step becomes firm and 
strong, and his eye gleams with a generous light 
as he girds himself up for the strife. If you ask 
him wbj*, he will tell you of the good to cotne a score 
or two of years after his body is dust and iiis soul 
for ever severed from the things of time.. Does ho 
©si>ect thu thardL^ of that new generation ? Does he 
look for the fabc of a putilic benefactor ? He smiles 
at the idea. Of wJiat jervico would tUaftks ho to the 
dead ? Pame ! he does not comprehend what fame 
means: he is an comfortable man, who, 

if pttblic honours were bflfered him even in IHb, would 
refuse to have them, if he could reftise ibr laughing I ^ 

^ Tliifc motive is innate. The old man as well as the 
f ;»OttUg belongs to to fliture, and the future belongs to 
^ yeni^ over the idea of the unborn worH 

which is to him an actual existence, and which his 
spirit presses forward to inect. His labours ai’c labours 

Of lovc» and his compensations spring from the exercise. 
t«f the i^equii^ Ihnciions of hw being. But this ho 
does not know lUiy more than the unreasoning animal 
knows Why it loves, cherishes, and would die for its 
young. They both fulfll their destiny — the animal and 
the Ilian : the one belonging to the present, the oilier 
to tlie fptnre; the one perisjiing, tho other living for 
ever. And this future, in its inundane sense, only 
ends mth the end of the world. It is vain to dream 
that wl»en this or that is accorniilished our lal)OQr.s will 
cease. Our labours will never cease, lor they are a 
comkf ion of our existence. TIkj future rtseedes step by 
Step as we advance, and we advance till we stumblo 
into the grave. 

Tliis reminds us of one of those great thoughts of 
Christianity, which would be enough of themselvi^s to 
testify the divinity of its h'omider, and whicli, wlien the 
mind is once awakened to their grandeur, excite both 
astonishment and awe. We uUudo to the inipossiOh 
pertection wc are commanclad to reach. If this perfec- 
tion were attain.'hle by human nature, it would not only 
give .rise to a thousand delusions and misoonceptiona, 
hut w’ould, if reiilly attained, ho the dcstniction of the 
soul, w'hich would suy in secret, w'ith the pride of tljo i 
Jewish formalist ; ‘ All these things have I koj)t ! ’ lint 
the unattaimihleness of tlie prescribed perfection keeps i 
riic loftic.st natures^on the stretch. Kven like the j 
mturo, what they seek recedes ns tlicy advanci; ; and i 
the pilgrim of the world fiinlB at length that the oljei't i 
of liis struggles and reward of his Jidxnirs lies bcyoinl i 
the grave. " i 

III describing the distinctive character of tlie race, w e 1 
have furnished a test wiierowilh to try the intedectuid | 
standing of inrtividiuds ; for lie of course* liolds the* li,r;> t | 
rank who discharges best the loftier functions of hi is ' 
nature. It is vain for tlie sneorer to pride liiin.<!elf on 
what he calls the views tint chain i 

him to the present ; they prove simply tlnit his iiUellet r. i 
is of a lower order, that in menial vision he is pur- : 
blind, that ho is an inferior and imperfect being. Kot, i 
however, tliat the heir of the future is inattentive to | 
the iiresent; for in rcaUly he is more attentive than if ! 
the latter bounded his horizon. With liirn the present ; 
Is a portion of the future just as lime is a portion of ' 
'eternity; and the same attribute of liis nature which | 
thiws him upon the distant and unborn, directs his i 
sympathies towards the beings tlait surround liiin. i 
But the practical corollary is obvious to any one who 1 
obs<,;rve8 and thinks. Jad. him only divide the iiidi- ■ 
viduals of his acquaintiiiice into high and low intelUHds, 
mean and lofty spirits, and he w'ill find that he has 
separattKi the slaves of tliti present from the children of 
the future. 

THE STBANGE SCHOONEU. 

Mein Hkhr von Bjschoef w^as a Dutchman, as almost 
every one will perceive from his name, and one of the 
must comfortable, smoking, toa-drinking, iiunch-iniblb- 
ing of his numerous fraternity. Ho had abandoned : 
business at on csarly era, no one knew wdiy, unless 
from love of ease, though certainly it was quite clear 
he had enough to live upon. Ho hod Ixfou a mer- 
chant in New York, but no longer lived in that city. 

Ho had before he was forty years of ago retired to a 
splendid estate on both sides of a small creek that, 
opened into a lovely bay. A green and high bluff’ stood 
on the southern side of the bight, covered at tlie summit 
with low trees and bushes, and on the sides and all 
around wood. At the foot of the cliff Bischoff built 
his house. was a perfect model of neatness and 

cleanliness. It was of stone, and formed two storeys. 
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Tlio upper atorcy lyas all bedrooitns, as Were tbo garretii; 
while on the lower wfw a dinmg-roora> a fltpoking-rooiri, 
a large kitchen, and one apartment into whieh no man 
but the master of the liouso ever ventured. It was 
barred with iron, and the only wfedow opened into a 
passage.' But no one llienco could see the inside, the 
glass being stained, and heavy curtains farther obscur- 
ing the vision. The diwr was always carefull^r locked. 

Bis(:hoff‘ had numerous servahts, male and female, 
white and black. He grew his own vegetable*, reared 
his o\rn cattle, had a poultry-yard, a splendid (hiiry, as 
clean .as an old maid’s ijarlour. He lived w^ell did«Mein 
Hen’. He rose at six, took a walk round his garden, 
looked at hia tulips— if iti season — scolded hi a gardener 
good-humouredly, peeped into his poultry - yard, 
exaujined the dairy with the air of a connoisseur, and 
tlion breakfasted. He ate he.irtily of his pork and 
beef, drank identy of tea, munched two or three corn- 
cakes, and then smoked a pipe by way of promoting 
digestion. At eleven, after a stroll tlfrough the house 
— a stroll jilw’ays accompanied by numerous grunts and 
objurgations at tiie Laziness and extravagance of ser- 
vants — he took his schnap/tSf as ho called his first glass 
(jf spirits, and llicn read the last Dutch paper with rare 
gusto, thougli he had almost w’orn it out, iind it was at 
leiigtli nearly two years old. But until another cjuiio it 
was the retired merchant’s latest iiitolligcnoe ; and as in 
those days no oj^p, especially Dutchmen, wore ever in a 
linrry for lunvs, it served tlie purpose at least of our 
modern Sunday paper. At one hb dined, with an appe- 
tite whicli to us dogonorate mortals would seem dreadful 
in its vehemence. But Von Bischotf— Beter was his i 
C|iri.stian name— looked upon dining as a duty, and 
never moved from tcable in less than iin hour. lie ate 
liis l)eef and caitbage, It is btwon and beans. Iris venison, 
hiii fish, -with clockwork regularity, jiiid quafJbd his beer 
with equul respect for tlie interior luecliauiam of lus 
■ sitomacli. Then he made a glusa of punch, and in fine 
! weather went down t(j the port of New Rotterdam, as 
I Jiis estate w^as calloil. Wo said the poijt. This requires 
explanation. 

1 Tiic Dutchman’s garden w'ent right down to the edge 
of the water. Jt liad been chosen for the purpose 
where the hank w as higli and steep, anti a very decent 
quay had been knocked up wdth a few cjcdar piles 
driven into the -water, and a number of planks laid 
dowui fnjin them to the hind. A little bowser had been 
ei-ected close to the port, and here Peter would take his 
glass of grog and his i)iiux niid 8i)reading himself out in 
a leathern cushfoncxl arm-chair, wmiild gaze upon the 
w'ater in the direction of the capital of the state of 
New York. Onep a month a methodical schooner 
would, about tw'o o’clock on the first day of the month, 
come in siglit, wind and w^eathcr permitting, and about 
three would moor alongside the wharf, wdth the most 
praiseworthy punctuality. But Andrew Brock was 
even a more jog-trot Diitchnian than Peter von Bis- 
cliofi' I To Was never known to hurry himself^ or ever 
to be l>chindha.nd, when he could help it. He could 
not bo induced to understand why wind and tides 
should ever vary, or at all events should not bp per- 
fectly regular in their variations. And yet if the wdnd 
was against him, Andrew; took it quietly ; he was not, 
like an English maflcap of a sailor, going to bother 
himself with l>cating-up the channel against the wdnd, 
wmrhig out ship and tackle, but wai^^ until ho could 
sail in a reasonable and methodical inauner, ixUiis usual 
course, with his usual sails set. He broii|lit yori Bis- 
cholfhiB letters, his supplies of teoj sugar, and tobhcoo ; 
and took a^vay bacon, aiid cheese, and com, and loaf- 


tobti^o,, and otlmr things which the Dutchman grew; 
andihow and then the schooner brought a Dutch paper, 
whi^ deiiglitod the heart of the owner of New Rotietdmn , 
for months, yea, erven years. A wdiolo wTek did it take 
Andrew Brock to load and unload, with the assistance 
of his crew and the well-fed negroes of the establish- . 
ment. .BUt Mein Herr never grumbled. Ho had some 
one to drink with liim, to smoke w'ith him, and io sit 
with him. Not that when Captain Brock sat dow n 
before him they ever roused themselves' to any greater 
exchange of intellectuality than a few remarks relative 
to the Hollands or the tobacco. But then there is 
social^lity in company wliich even a silent Dutchman 
can apx)rcciate, and Von Bisclioff was on sudi occasions 
eminently happy. 

Eor some years previous to the commencement of 
our narrative, Von Bischoff received every month by 
the Inmd of Andrew Brock n letter of some pages, in 
length, written in a clear handwTitiiig, but withidl the 
delicjicy and olcgaiice of woman’s usual style. Peter 
looked at them gravely, and wdth some little alarm, 
and at lengtli fouiul courage to oi)en tlioni. Ho read 
them with a soleimi countenance?, but with tears glisten- 
ing in his eyes, .and always iTiadG up hia mind to w'rito 
an answer next time. But though Peter could indite 
with facilfty an invoice or a business - letter, an 
epistle wdiich h.ad to deal in soiitimeut and feeling 
w'Rs something out of the way, .‘ind required con- 
sideration. And so Peter wcid on coasidc^ring for 
tliree years ; and little ICatheriiie, the author of tlie 
documents in qiu?stion, receivcid no otlicr rciily to her 
allectionate onthiirsts of fUiid duty save promises to 
write next time, kind wisbes, and luindsome presents, 

‘IviRheriiuj is eigiitcen, she says,* exclaimed Andrew 
Broclc one day, taking Ida idjic away from his mouth 


BrocK one day, taking Ida idjic away from his mouth 
for a minute — ‘and thinks it time she should come 
home.* 

‘ Eighttjcn ! * replied I’cler, ox>ening his Uttlc eyes to 
their extreme width, aud looking in truth unutterable 
things — ‘eighteen! Her mother was married at thal 
age.’ 

‘I’ll inarry her,* said Andrew Brock gravely. ‘Slie 
is pretty, and as lively as a kitten.’ 

‘ jHi ! * respomled Peter, without noticing the ofier of 
his skipxier ; ‘ lively ! .lust like her moihc?r, I supjiose. 
These Jjinglish have quicksilver in their veins. But sho 
is a woman uoav : she must come liomc.* 

‘ Give me the order to receive her,’ continual Captain 
Brock, who understood clearly that his overtures were 
i rejected for the present, and, like his patron, was not 
i inclined to waste Avonls in exidahation. 

Mein Herr did all that was necessary : sent the money 
for her schooling, a female servant to acctimpanj’ her, 
and two lines to Ids daughter requesting her to come 
home, and declaring himself very glad to sec her. 
Tliere w^as a little hypocrisy in this, for Peter felt, 
considerable uncjvsiness about the matter. During the 
two yejirs that his young English wife had lived his 
Ufe had been miserable. 81ie was a joyous, young, 
merry thing, who would have given untold Imppiness 
to any man who could have appreciated her. Sho was 
alw ays singings dancing, or running about. She could 
never stand still, and the methodical Dutchman -was 
miserable. Worst of all, she made him laugh, and that 
made his stomach ache, he said, wdiich was an alarming 
symi>tom of future illness. About a year after giving ] 
birth to a lovely child, Mary BisoIiofT was drowned 
wdiile crossing over to New Rotterdam. She was 
standing on the tatfrail, trying m her girlish w'ay to 
catch a glimpse of a large fish by the sidej, when her 
foot slipped, overboard she went, and being swept 
away by the rapid current, was seen no more. 

The next evening the bereaved husbkild Sat in his 
bower tliinking of the sudden loss he had snstedn^ of 
one be had loved with all the love of whi^i ^ 
^capable.' / ^ ^ 




‘ Gott / ’ he CFicid:;ft^Qdf M am veiy^ spnjr. ' Utit 

iA comfort inwall tltings : I shall quio^ npisr. 
\^at a pity che was so lively. But she woul4 ; 
killed me ; so I suppOso it, is all for the he»tr* ; 

Was it the Wto Of Mras it a sigh that ohiiide tbo 
Dutchman startf But though' he rose and looked 
aronhd he seif hotliing. But his unfeeling speech had 
; sufficient on his feelings to make Mm believe 

that the ghost of his drowned Mary b!id reproached 
him in this gentle way. 'lliis belief made him turn to 
little Kate with sorrowful love. But soon he could 
not bear the sight of her. Before a week tlie mem(»ry 
; of the winsome ways, the pleasant smile, the jocund 
laugh of Ilia charming wife liad melted the heart \)f the 
young Dutcliman, and Peter would willingly have onc^e 
more lost all his peace and tranquillity to have Ijeen 
teazed even into leanness by his pretty Mary. But it 
“ was too late, The water yielded not up its dead, and 
Kate was sent to nurse, and after that to school. 

Some years beyond this, Peter, whose ruling ])j]6sion 
was money, was accosted by a strange sailor, who uiiulc 
him a proposition. What it was no man ever knew. 
But Peter grew suddenly wealth^', lent money to all 
wlio needed it, retired from business, and took up his 
residence at New Botterdam. Por some years he seemed 
far from happy; he was always on ihe"u>Ql5-out, as if 
for some one. But by degrees, os no one came, he 
grew easier in his mind, and at last seimiod to forget 
every cause of unhappiness, and waxed fatter, Iteiiig 
more contented and satisfied than ever. He still lent 
money to good houses ; but Captain Andrew transacted 
his business for him, collected his accounts, had his 
bonds Signed, and did everything which was needful. 
Every month he brought homo all that liad bc^eii 
repaid in interest or principal during the mioiith, 
and took back all that Peter conseiit(;d to ]mt out 
to interest, Bicher and richer grew our Dutchman, 
for not only his money but his vast estates brought 
him in profit. 

The 1st of May was the day on wliicli Katherine 
was expected home. It was a bright and sunny 
morning. Peter ate his dinner with his usual method, 
after ordering a luxurious tea to be re.'idy at three 
o’clock, the hour at wliich the schooner was expected 
to arrive. At two precisely ho was in his bower with 
Xfipc and glass, lie Jit the one and took a sip of the 
other, and then looked around. His pipe drop]ied 
from his mouth and almost out of his hand as he saw 
two schooners heading for the port of New Botterdam, 

■ at the usual distance. They were so exactly alike that 
^ Peter was puzzled to know wliich was wliicli. What 
could this mean ? nicre was some mystery about the i 
matter. There was, he was sure, going to be trouble | 
and vexatioU) and his equanimity would surely he j 
disturbed. 

* That it should happen on tins very Ist of May * 
17 — he cried ; ‘ the birthday’ 

But w'hy is he so pale and trembling ; w'hy docs he 
lay down his pipe ; why does he gulp down his drink, 
and, buttoning his pockets, assume an air of sullen 
defiance, as if prepared to defend them witli terrible 
energy? 

i *My Heavens!* he exclaimed, ‘it is the 1st of May 

17—:; Katherine’s birthday, and the aimiversary 

What will become of me ? * 

The usually rubicund and merry face of the Dutchman 
grew pale# all the pommonly sufiVised red congregating 
on the top of bis^ large hoi^, his eyes twinkled with an^y 
vehemened, and an awful firown of alarlhing portent 
collected oh his brow. - His glance never left the two 
schoonei|»^ wliich Gahih o abnjast, witli their 

fli^s and heading exacttjv for the port of New 

' Peter now w that of Brock ty 

,4te .^^ionded sails, tho^W the other being si}ick<<afim‘ 
/sfian hew of white duck, wliile the vessel itself bad a 
natty appearance. Mein Herr von Bispho^ 


sank down upon ..his artn-chair in deep thought. 1 1 is 
tthUt pi|M9 w#* replenished glass 

was hhtohclmd. He CO distinguish something on 
the. deck of Andrew Brock’s schooner which mode his 
heart leap, It was a figure which carried him back 
sixteen years. It was tlio same size, in the same dress ; 
ami the Dutchman could have sworn it was her who, 
after twenty-four months of wedded life, had found a 
watery gtave. The scliouner came nearer and nearer, 
and I’etcr Bischoff rose as usual to walk down to the 
very edge of the water. The small cnift was brought 
up In tile wind, stood still, and then was with womleriiil 
rapidity moored by the negroes to the sliore. 

father,* said a soft, ringing, silvery voice in 
Peter's ear, that made him look round in nmazenient, 
for he could have sworn it 'was the voice of tl)e dead — 

‘ my father, hero is your Katherine, your Kate.’ 

Merciful Heaven! It was the same hair, the same 
eyes, the same voice, the same form ; and Peter turne<l 
aw'ny and wept bitterly, Dutchman and phlegmatic a.s 
he was. 

‘ WhaJ.. is the matter?’ asked Katherine, much 
amazed. 

‘You arc so like what your poor mother was,’ nqfiicd 
the fiither. ! 

‘ Dear pai)a, ami do you mourn for her siill?’ said | 
his rosy - cheeked, fair -haired, light, airy - stcppcil ! 
daughter. 

‘1 do. I never shall forget the wicked relief I felt at ; 
being quTht. But that very unnatural joy was my i 
punishment. Years, my child, had liealed the wound ; 'i 
but you. have rcoi)c*ned it.’ • 

O what a smile of iinuttmible love came from that ' 
child's face as the Dutchman thus spoke of Ikt mothc'r! i 
She caught him round llie ncik, she Irisseil him, slie | 
laughed, she chattered like a monkey, and then luji 1 
w'jth noisome glee to sec what tlie house was like. j 

‘Well, (>aptuin Andrew, 'vvhat is the iiieHiiing of tbi.^ I 
schooner following you, and anclioring 200 yards otf | 
our port ? ' 

* The devil blister its black sides ! ’ said Andrew Ilnn'l I 
fiercely: ‘it has foUovrcd me from New York like a i 
leech. It has never been fifty yards apart ; soinetinu\s i 
it would come so close I thought we should toiicli. 

It is a riehy Englishman, I know : the captain is a 
little handsome fellow’' with smart curly whiskers ; .1 
fancy he has come in diase of Katheriiu^' 

‘ Little man, smart erndy wdilskers, in love with m\ 
daughter: dcr Unfair 1 wdll kill him ! ’ and Peter Bisehoff i 
looked as angry us he had done some Viours U^fore. ‘ But, i 
1 don’t understand such iin]>urlence. What can lie | 
want?’ 

There lay the strange scliooner in the stix‘am, riding | 
at anchor about 200 yard.s distant. It w’a.s an elegant ! 
and graceful craft, with low linll, tall, raking masts, i 
white duck-sails, a clean, w’ell holy-stoned deck, and all | 
that air of natty seamanship which is XJecnliarly Knglisli. j 
Peter shook his hea<i, aiul looked as if he ex])ee.tcd tt> 
see some sign of life on board. But not n soul w'as on 
deck — not a sign of life was visible. The schooner lay 
stilly and silently at anchor, as if w holly abandoned 
by man. 

‘ Very odd,’ said the Dutch skipper. 

‘Very,* replied Peter: ‘come and take lea.’ 

Away wrUked our two portly friond.s ni> the garden 
towards the house, musing with very difierent feelings 
relative to the advent of the strange schooinT. 'riie 
Dutch skipper saw only a rival in love and trade in 
the English sailor, but Pet6r saw something far more 
serious; but what it was, unfortunately, he eoiiKl 
not communicate to anyone- They found Katherine 
roaring with laughter at the aslonishmcut of the negro 
fernric servants when she began upsetting a whole 
system dF hp fatlier’s arrangements, of winch she did 
not approv* Pirst a chair did not ;^ease her; then a 
table ; then a heap of old china was not in a position to 
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satisfy her; and with her own hands and those of her 
alarmed assistants all was in process 6f alteration. 

As Peter entered the negrosses stopped, looking at 
him with an air of uneasy doubt. 

‘ Make haste, Darkness,* said l^therine, with her 
rich mcTry laugh, that still made her father’s heart leap, 
and still moistened his eyes. ' 

your new mistress,* exclaimed Peter quietly: 

‘ I give no further orders here. Katherine, mjrdaughter, 
rules the house.* 

Tlie negresses laughingly and cheerfully prepared to 
obey ; but Kate bad changed her mind for the minute, 
and checking them, bade them prepare tea. Down sat 
the two Dutchmen, one on each aide of Kate — tne one 
to admire and gaze at her in fixed silence, the other 
to make desperate love. Peter was a handsome man 
of forty, and would have looked well, making himself 
into a beau — but the skipper was as ugly a man as 
you would find in the land, loo fond by far of his 
pi ass, which Peter did not altogether abuse, though 
lie, too, rniglit more wisely have been a little more 
111 »st incut. So Kate laughcHl heartily atjiis compliments; 
asked him if he was not ashamed to dream of marriage 
at his age, w'hcu ho should be thinking of a future 
life- -a man of fifty is quite ancient in the eyes of 
a boarding-scliool miss of eighteen — and only became 
more uproarious in her mirth when he got a little angl^^ 
I*cter would have laughed if lie could, but he had 
a dim perception now of all he liad really lost sixteen 
years l)ofore : ho knew now what joy might have been 
iiis if Jiis wife had been spared to him ; and again, as it 
did ever, Ids lu*art reproached 1dm with that unfeeling 
speech of liis the evening after her death. 

The tea seemed never likedy to finish: }’cter kept 
asking for fresh cups, and fresh slices of hot cake, and 
eating them slowly, as if he never tired of being helj;)ed 
l)y Ids beloved child, Mdiosc little hands, stirring his 
tea and cutting Ids cake, seemed to make it twice as 
pleasant. Andrew Brock ^tried to imitate him, but he 
wiis too tbnd of brandy and water to be able to do so. 
It was ill vain that gallantry made him try a tldrd 
<;up: he could not manage it. About seven, Kate, 
wlio was tired with her journey, retired to rest ; and 
Andrew Brock, for the same reason, followed her ex- 
ample. Peter Biseliotf remained alone with his pijie 
and his ghisses. 

There sat the Dutchman in his cloud of smoke, pufl- 
ing away out of a howl of huge dimensions, and quaffing 
liis grog with more gusto than u^iual. He was not 
happy. Tile return of his daughter had brought to his 
mind the days of his courtship — all that was pleasant 
in his married life, .^ll its charms, all the excellences 
and ])lGasant qualities of Mary BischofT, while none of 
lier faults were remembered : then lie thought of the 
anniversary of the 1st of May — to him one always of ! 
painful import ; and as be smoked and drank the good 
man dozed away, lialf asU'cp, half awake, witii all 
manner of queer beings around him. Presently some 
one seemed to call him, but so faintly he could scarcely 
hoar, and he fell quite into a heavy slumber. 

‘ Peter BisehofF, Peter Bisehotrr said a voice again 
in a sbrill tone which made him start. 

JVter sat upright, and looked ^lildly around ; he then 
clearly distinguished some one tapping at the window 
in a mysterious way. As usual, all the servants were 
gone to bed, and Peter Bisehoff was alone. 

‘ Who is there ? * said he in a Iqw tone. 

‘I,* rt^plied a lialf-shrill, half-grufl’ voice — ‘ the sailor 
of the island.* 

J*eter Bischbfi' groaned ; but seeming to resign him- 
self to his fate, went to the door, unbarred it, and gave 
admission to the strimger. A well-ma<le little man, of 
about six-and-thirty, with liglit curly whiskersi a cap, a 
round jacket, and loose trousers, and a saahlupportiiig 
pistols and dirk, walked quietly in, ehtored the smok- 
ing-room, sat himself down in the jiortly Dutclimaiiy 


hrm -chaifj and looked at him with his clear, piercing 
blubi eyes, with an air ^ considerable curiosity and 
surprise.;'' 

* Hbv Olid you look I * said the English sailor laugh- 
ing; ‘ as If you expected me, yet did not like the visit.* 

‘ Quite prepared to see you,* replied the Dutchman. 
‘How •you’re changed in sixteen years!* said the ' 
other: ‘fat, gray-haired, red nose— can’t say you’re 
improved.* 

‘Merc matter of taste,* said the Dutchman. 

‘ Exactly. But to business. Do you recollect the 
1st of May fifteen years since ? * 

‘ Yes ; there must have been such a day,* ubserved 
the IJutclmiaii. 

‘ Glad you are willing to own that. But allow me to 
refresh }‘our memory : — In the year 17 — , sixteen years 
ago, living in a small hut on Long Island, I discovered 
a treasuiHi in iny garden, burled there by pirates, 1 
suppose’ 

‘ So you said at the time,* mused the Dutchman. 

‘And so I say now!* exclaimed the English sailor j 
shrilly. ‘I should have decLared the discovery to the ! 
state, but I didn’t. I thought a provision for my old 
age oT more importance than the enriching a cor- 
poration ; so I looked round for an honest, ui)right, but 
hard man,*w}io could make the best of my money until 
I wanted it, and riiaionr brought me to you.* 

‘Exactly,* groaned the Dutchman. 

‘I came over to you in my schooner, in wliicli I 
trailed down the coast, and told you that I had made 
the discovery. You never advised me to make it 
l)iiblic, but offered me 5 per cent, for my money as 
long as h liked. I pnjferred wandering just then to 
settling down, and 1 accepted: I brought you over to 
the isiaiid, handed you the money, you gave me a 
receipt; here it is — I want my money. The let of 
May 1 7 — is not yet come ; the sixteen years when it 
was to be yours if unclaimed are not past.* 

‘ Exactly,’ said tlic Diitdiman. 

‘You are ready, 1 supiiose?* exclaimed the English 
sailor: ‘L.10,000 net at 5 percent, for fourteen clear 
years is L. 17,000.* 

‘ JAm Gait !* said the Dutchman w'ith a deep sigh. 

* I understand : it is not pleasant to give up so round 
a sum. Suppose we strike a bargain ? * 

‘ Hein ! * cried Peter, rousing himself. 

* What do you say to a swap, Mein Herr von Bisehoff? 
Your daughter against the L. 17,000 ? ’ 

‘See you blistered first!’ cried the Dutchman in a 
loud and tbunderiiig voice?. 

‘ AVhat I ’ said the sailor, much surprised, ‘ you prefer 
your daughter to your money ? ’ 

‘ Of crourse I do, young man ! ’ exclaimed Peter von 
Bisehoff; ‘ and you shall strip me of iny fortune ere you 
shall rob me of her.* 

‘ fc>upiK)sc I denounce you as having secreted treasure? * 
said the sailor grufily. 

‘Do 60 , and the tcufel take you!* thunderc?d the 
Dutchman . 

‘ Pay me my money then,* Said the sailor: ‘here is 
your receipt. Here is the sock in wdiich I intend to 
carry away my gold.’ 

The Dutchman looked fiercely at him, but did not 
move. To part with L.l 7,000 was dix^adful, but to 
promise his daughter to a man he didn't know' was 
vrorso, 

‘ Well,* asked the sailor, * what do you decide ?* 

‘ NothingJ* said the Dutchman in angry embarrass- 
ment. • 

*My dear papa,* exclaimed ICatc, bursting into the 
room, * what is the matter ? 1 hear you quari'eUing with 
Captain Andrew : w'hat has he been doing?* 

‘ Go to bed,* siiid Peter Bisehoff much anuoyed^ 
‘my dear Kate! I am engaged in businesB Vrith^^^a 
stranger*— — ’ ■ 

‘A stranger!* cried Katherine In wild and passionate 
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accents; * do you say a stTauger? Oh, my mother! 
why have you come in this dwiiBe?’ 

‘Tout mother! What dia you say?* said BehJr, 
palo and trembiing; 

‘ Yes, my dear father I * replied Katherine ; * hud after 
what you said to-day, you must indeed be proud and 
happy/ . 

‘i^ud and happy!* said Mary Bischolf sternly. 
‘Then yrhy have 1 been deml to liini for siicteen years? 
Why, when I fell overboiml and was picked up, and 
was coming home, did 1 hear him say, “ It is all for the 
best?”* 

* Because I was a fool ; because I know no^ the 
happinosa I lost that day; because I loved my ease 

■ and quiet, I seemed glad for a moment. But explain 
all this. I shall go road I How an^ you here? Are you 
Mary, or are you tlic sailor ? What is the Ohjoct of 
your lending roe money ? But no ; I am an idiot to 
ask you. This is some trick. It would be too much 
happiness — too much * 

‘l>o I hear aright?* cried Mary, looking at her 
husluind and her child. ‘ Is it possible that you rcallj'^ 
love me ? * 

* Mother/ said ICato solemnly, ‘ if you had licard and 
seen him this morning you would not have doubted 
him;* and drawing tlic sham sailor on on^ side she 
spoke earnestly in a whisper. 

In a minute more the sailor’s whiskers fell off, his 
cap was removed, and but that the face was hrowiied, 
a little idumper, and the form a little rounder, .Peter 
TOn Bisehoff buav before him the same loved being 
who, sixteen years before*, had disappeared beneath the 
waters of the Hudson. But Peter had no time to 
speak, for Kate drew her away. Overcome by bis 
emotions, tlie merchant sank into his arni-cliair. 

‘ It is roy wife or her ghost, as sure as I’m a Dutch- 
man I * he cried. 

In a foAv minutes Kate and Maiy returned, the latter 
having hurriedly changed her garb, and Peter know Ijer 
ouee more. He took both their hands, unable to sxieak, 
and gazed at them with surprise and affection. His 
little eyes stood out prominently in his head; ho kxikiMl 
first at one and then at the othcJ*, and then drawing his 
wife to his bowsoiu, kissed her earnestly, 

‘ ^J’ell me all about it,’ said he, rising wdth a tremen- 
dous effort, and offtiring her a chair. * My dear love, 
welcome home ! * 

‘ To say, Peter, that I am surprised is to say little. 
1 am very happy, very proud, even aft(*r so many 
years, to be united to my husband. Wbeti I fell over- 
Ixiard sixteen years ago I was swept away by the 
current instead of sinking, and waa picked up by a 
fisherman whose canoe you could not see in the dark. 
I lay all night in his hut, nursed by his wife and 
daughter. Towards tlie afternoon I was lietter, and 
was brought home in the canoe. The man set me on 
shore at the Jow beach, and 1 'Wfdked uji here ^^ith the 
wicked intention of frightening you with my ghost. 
Just as I reached the bower I heard you speak. Never 
shall 1 forget that moment. It seemed that my girlish 
spirits ma^le you unhappy, and that you looked upon 
my death as rather fortunate than otherwise. I resolved 
never to let you know I was alive : my pride revolted 
at the idea of being a burden to a man who rc*joiced 
at my supposed death. I would have taken my child ; 
but I loved you still, and wanted to gee my child well 
brought lip. Yon knew that my father had been a 
Pfiilor, and eveh ^hat it waa . rumoured l^o had been 
hard upon thfe Spaniards in the Indies. I hat^been 
often Iroig yoyages with him assumed the dress of a 

num pne^i as the best &i^iise and the surest way of 
bn. I shipper! pn ’board a trading boat which 
went to Long Igland, where my father had died. , I 
sought his house, now mine, and made it my he^- 
ciuarters. Arranjpng the house one day I found a 
^ ^ letter to myself hidden in an old Iwx. It w as put there 



in the prevision that his daughter might marry and not 
be happy^ It told me of the hidden treasure, I saw in 
this unexpected windfall a future fortune for my child. 
I know you to be a man capable of doubling it. You 
know the rest. But I could not boar not to see my 
Katherine, I went to the school — the mistress knew mt; 
well— ^I told my story, and she agreed to let me see my 
child as often as I liked. My child loved mo dearly. 
Every voyage— and they were only along tlic coast— I 
put off my male garb, and spent some hours with Kate. 
VHien shp was old enough to understai^d, I explained 
the reason of my parting with you, but, ns you well 
know, without socking to diminish tlie child’s affection 
for itsTather/ 

‘ God bless you ! * said the Dutchman. 

‘And so you mean to take back your runaway wife?’ 
replied Mary, sidling np to him. 

* Mein Gou! you don't want to go ?* exclaimed Peter 
anxiously. 

‘ But I’m as merry and w'ild as ever. Kate and I 
romp together like two kittens.* 

‘ So much the .better,’ said the Diitehmari, whoso eyes 
looked very moist. ‘ The house is yours : do ats you 
like ; only forgive mo my words — I did imt mean tla ni 
— and you nmy dance on my head if you like.’ 

‘ I do forgive you, Peter, - I would do so simply to 
quiet tliose imploring little ryes of Kaie's,’ rejjlieil 
Mary ; * but I do so from iny lix'art — on one condition.’ 

‘ Anything you like/ said Pett?r with cntliusiusm. 

* The foi't is, when I ciimo here it was not Avith any 

intention of making myself known. I liad beard it 
rumoured that you intended to marry Kate to oid 
Andrew Brock; at all events, he said so’ 

‘ Old porpoise,’ growled Peter indigniiiitly. 

‘ I am glad to hear you had no siicli intention.* 

‘ See him drowned first 1 ’ said Mein Herr von Bisohofil 

‘ For 1, my dear husband, have one ready Ibr Kale. 
He is a ymmg Englishman — a clever, haiKisome, lively, 
pleasant fellow. You like ease ; he likes work. Make 
him manager of your estates: yon have plenty of 
money;' you can enlarge and improve them’ 

‘ But it is your money’ 

‘ No, Peter ; it is yours in trust for Kate, fthc will 
be happy to shai'e our home. By and by wo can builil 
her a house on the i>brt, and then years hence wlion wo 
really do die ’ 

‘ Hush, mother I ’ cried Kate eagerly. ‘ Talk of 
anything else.’ 

‘ We’ll talk of your marriage then’ 

‘ Yes!* exclaimed Peloj-,Avho was in a rapturous stale 
of mind. ‘ And won’t we dunce, and liave a line time 
of it!’ and the Dutehimm actually rose, seized his Avife 
and daughter by the liatid, and, nmid shouts of liiiigiiU r, 
began dancing round the room. They tried to slop 
him, but in vilin ; bo was too much for them. At lengtli, 

I however, ho was out of breutii, and eiuik into an 
aiin -chair. 

j ‘ Let’s have some supper/ siiid ho suddenly, ‘ and 
I drink to the health of the mistress of the liousc. 
Holla! oh ! Up there, Gr.dz, Joseph, William, ICboiiy, 
Alice. Bo stirring; look alive 1’ and sei/ing his 
walking-stick, the Dutelunan hegan banging the table 
with a .settled energy AvliicU made his wdfe smile. It 
was a strong proof of his love .; for ho hereby declare:! 
that he abandoned willingly all his ideas of iihlegmal io 
comfort, and authorised those he loved to be honecfurtJi 
as uproariously nurthful as they plea.s(;d. 

‘ Your ititlier is going mad j ’ said Mary laughing. 

‘ With happiness, mammn,’ replied Kate, joining their 
hands, and gazing at them with such an exquisite smile 
of joy as made both embrace her fondly. 

A happy man Irom that day Avas Mein Herr von 
Bischoir. He never looked grave again, for fear of 
making hfe taiiiUy fancy he w^as tired of tlieir mirth. 
When be unexpectedly found the house filled during 
the next ten years by liWle cldhlxen — both his daughter’s 



i CHAMBERS’S Kl)iNBURGn JOURNAL.- 2i7 i 

and his own—he certainly did look at them with some- 
what of a serious expression of countenance ; but when 
ho caught his wife or daughter’s eye fixed on him, he 
would laugh heartily, and winking at both, exclaim 
with genuine delight : * It’s all for the. best 1 * 

, . , . . ; 

armd* Along each edge is a row of small claws, like | 
fish-hooks, set about fouy indies from each other, and i 
giving to the leaf » serrated appearance. These claws 
curve inwards towards the nucleus of the plant, Thej' 
are of a dark-blood colour, keen at their points, and as 
hard as horn itself. Tliey iito firmly set— sufilciently 
so to takfe tlie piece out of your coat or skin, should ^ 
you be so imprudent, after getting hooked upon ^icni, 
as to drag yourself hurriedly away. But the maguey 
is still further armed. Each blade is tipped with a 
hard, thorny spikelet, four inches in length, ns blatik as 
ebony, as sharp ns a needle, and not unlike the quill of 
the porcupine. These, with the claws already described, 
constitute the defensive armour of the plant. Without 
them, hoivover, it would not be so easily wounded ; for i 
the leaves, though soft and pliable, are sufficiently | 
tough and fibrous to prevent their being readily crushed 
or broken. It requires a smart stroke of the sabre to 1 
amputate one of them near tlie base. I have often j 
made the exix?riment. It is somewhat of a feat, | 

Imagine, then, some iliirty or more of these huge j 
blades radiating from a common centre, their spikelets i 
pointing to every quarter of the heavens, and even to ' 
the earth itself— for in many instances the low or leaves ' 
curve gracefully oVer until their tips rest upon the i 
surface ol^tlie soil ; I say, imagine tliis, and you will ' 
have before your minds eye a faint idea of the apiiear- ■ 
ance of the great Agave Americana, You will not see 
the sx»heroiiial nneieus I have described. It is buhlen 
by the leaves, whose broad bases grow out from its 
surface, sessile, and hipping one another. You will see 
nothing but the huge green blades rising above the head 
of the horseman, and radiating chevaux-dc’frise-VikQ 
from each other. 

Such is the aspect of the maguey in its ordinary 
state. It i>rcsents an altered appearance when it has 
flowered. Tlie leaves still remain as before ; but out 
from their centre, and partially sheathed by the two 
or three wliitjh point vertically, shoots a tall stem of 
three inches in diameter, and between twenty and 
tliirty feet in height. This is the flower-stalk, and* its 
toj) is ornamented wdtJi thick clusters of bright yellow 
flowers. It is somewhat irregular in its outline ; that 
is, it is not eixactly cylindrical, though nearly so. It is 
semi - ligneous, its surfac^c exhibiting ’ slight grooves, 
with here aiuL there small nodes. It is destitute of 
leaflets or branclies, except at and near the top, wdierc 
the blossoms hang out on their numerous pedicles. 
Cousidcring that tJiis tree-like stem shoots vertically 
up to a height of nearly thirty feet, and that its top is 
crowmed with a fragr.ant cluster of flowers, it will easily 
be imagined that it adds to the imposing appearance of 
the plant. It certainly docs so ; and it is in this stage 
of its growrth that the maguey is usually pictured by 
travellers. Yet, strange to say, you may journey from 
one end of Mexico to the other w’^ithout setting half-a- 
dozen plants in the state of flowering. The reason is 
ob>ious. The maguey is not cultivated for ornament, 
but for use — the use of its sap, wdiich can be extracted 
from a single plant to the value of ten or twelve dollars. 
Since the flower-stalk Avould destroy, or rather mono- 
polise the sap for its own nourislirnont, the latter of 
course could not be extracted, and the value of the 
plant w'oiild be lost. Undenr these circumstances, it 
is evident that nature is seldom permitted to carry , 
out her d^isign — never, in fact, except by ttio accident 
of neglect on the part of the cultivator, or in some wild 
spot where^he niJiguey may chance to ‘blush unseen,’ 

. Wf come to the gcography*of the agavo. Although 
Mexico is peculiarly tlie country of the maguey, an 
aloe resembling it is found in all tropical regions,, and 
even distributed to some extent through the latitudes 
of the temperate zone. It is indigenous in Spain, and 
will grow in the climate of Britain ; but in no ixiuntry 
that I am aware of, excepting Mexico, lias any attempt 
been made to extract its sap as an exhilarating beverage. 

THE MAGUEY OF MEXICO. 

Fui^l five millions of people drink the sRp of the 
maguey, a fact whidi of itself entitles this interesting 
plant to a more generous description than, has yet 
appeared in the note-book of the traveller. Wc shall 
venture a few particulars from memory. 

Tlie appearance of the maguey is picturesque^n the 
extreme, not yielding in this respect either to the 
palm or tlie tree-fern. On seeing it for the first time 
the traveller nuns up his horse, and gazes admiringly 
on its thick dark leaves. He feels that he is in a 
foreign laud — a land of vegetable giants. He feels, 
too, that he is in Mexico ; for on no other part of the 
Auieric?Mn continent does the great aloe attain its full 
and colossal proportions. , 

It is difficult by ‘word-pointing’ to present tlie coup 
! (Va il of tlie maguey ; but most persons have seen the aloo 
of our hotnriic gardens, or the plant of the pine-apple, 
and lliosc snggc^st the idea, though soirfewhat feebly, of 
its general appoarauce. On looking at the ma,gfueyyou 
; see nothing but its leaves, or rather blades, for such 
i huge, thick inass(?s of vegetable matter can hardly be 
! termed h'oves. Let us call tliem blades then. Popu- 
j larl}^ speaking, there is no stem — that is, there is no 
! visible stem — the jp’eat llowor-stalk being quite another 

1 thing, which wc shall describe hereafter. The blades 

1 appear to grow directly out of the ground, or out of 

1 something slightly elevated above the surface ; which, 

I however, is hidden by their bases that lap erich other 
! around it. If you amputate the blades close by their 
j bases, you wdll discover this * something* to be a large 
inn.8s of fibrous and succulent vegetable matter, exactly 
j of the form of an ostrich -egg or cocoa-nut, its lower 
extremity resting upon the grotmd, to wliich it is held 
fiist by a number of stout branching roots. This is the 
true stem ; hut, to bo more exproBsivo to the popular 
car, wc shall take the litety of terming it the 
* mielous ’ of the plant. In a full-grown maguey this 
nucleus will bo about twenty imdics in its vertical or 
longest diameter, and at least twelve inches measured 
horizontally. It consists of two distinct parts : the 
outer or rind, and the heart {corazon), which is contained 
'^vithiu. The rind is tough and fibrous, and about an 
inch in thickness ; the heart is a mass of succulent 
matter, very simihir, both in ai)i>earan(V and consist- 
ency, to the flesli of a firm Swedish turnip. It can be 
scooped out .and reanoved, as we shall see presently, 
without causing the immediate death of the plant. 
Lot us now turn to the leaves or blades. In a large 
spc'ciinen of the plant, each one of these is about eight 
feet in length, and twelve inches in breadth at the base, 
wdiere it is widest. It is also thickest at this iwint, 
■where it is at least four inches through. IjVom its 
base Ibe blade t:i,]Kfrs regularly, lessening both in width 
and thickness till it ends in a sharp point. Neither 
surfiK'o is a jVlani'. Tlie iipjier one is concave or 
trough<.‘d, though the trough disappcjirs towards the 
I)oint ; and the under surface, on the contrary, exhibits 
a convex or ridged form, the convexity nearly corre- 
sponding to the hollow of tlip other side. A cross 
seclion of the Icjif, near its base, would not be unlike 
the representation on paper of an obtuse-angled and 
ifiostr(‘les sphcri<xil triangle. Botli surfaces are perfectly 
smooth, and of a uniform dark-green, not far from tlie 
sliade of tlie common hiilnisli. WJierc the plant grows 
in a low, rich soil the green is still in. ire obscure, and 
on close inspection the surface will be founa delicately 

1 IpiRottled witii iiatches of a purplish-black. - 

In botanical language, the lo-iives of the magtiey are 
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Tliis mny arieiB from the fai^ that in tlo/ other country 
does tjie plant attain that or luxuriance 

tliat would render sudi a thing eitlier possible or profit- 
able. Even in Mexico itsotf, a stunted or ill-cultivated 
specimen is worthless to the pioim as suth a one 

would not yield ^oiigh to pay for the ground it would 

liiigi the most smgular fact in the geography of the 
maguey is, that although principiilly found within the 
lirniis of the tr<*pics, it is not a tropical plant ; that is 
to say, it does not thrive to perfection in the hot lands 
Qietras calmiiait ) — the region of the jjalui. The surface- 
lormation of Mexico is ]K^ciiUar. Along both ^eiins 
that border it extends a belt of low land, hot arid febrile 
in its climate, and altogether tropieul in its chanicter. 
Having crossed tins belt towards the interior, the 
travellcT ascends at first gradually through the foot- 
hills of mountains, then more abmiitly through the 
nunmtaiiis themselves, till at an olovalion of G(XH) or 
8000 feet he debouches ui>on wide l(‘vel phuns. From 
these he beholds other mountains rising still higher- 
some of them crowned with eternal snow^ some standing 
apart and solitary like obtuse cones, while others trend in 
aivrrajf ruiming around the plains, and separating them 
f rom each other. These jdains, or, as they are called in 
the language of the country, vallts, are the f kTras fe.mp^ 
kuh $ — the table - lands of Mtjxico. Hero arc found all 
the great cities, here dwells tlic inain body of the iiilia- 
bitants; and this is the true region of the maguey. 
Ilore alone is it seen in full luxuriance, and here only 
is it (MiUivatod for the use of man. 

The aloe of the tierras calientos is idtogellier a 
difierent aflair. It is the wild maguey or niczcal- 
plttut, 11 nd hears hut slight resemhlaiice to its gigantic 
cousin of the tierras teniplados. It is similar, however, 
in generic properties. It possesses the same spheroidal 
luielous, though much smaller, and sends up the tall 
flower-stalk. You may see this species in flower at all 
times, for, like other wild idants of the forest, it is 
allowed to bud and blossom wlien it will. The most 
striking ditferonce between the tw'o will he noticed in 
the leaves. 'J’liose of the wild species are much more 
slender, and there are three or four times as many of 
thein to a single i)lant. They are more thickly bm'bed 
along the edges — so much so indeed, that wJiere a 
[latcli of wild inugueys covers the ground, it is no easy 
matter to make one's way through tl#m j hence the 
skin -savors and leathern -leggings worn by all tlie 
of the tierras oalientes. 1 remember having 
a i)air of military overalls’ torn to pieces in a single 
day’s scouting by the claws of the wild maguey. No 
cloth can hold out against them. 

The leaves of the wild plant, from the fact of their, 
being more slender, curve still more gracefully than 
those of the cultivated species. In colour the two 
6potdes differ essentially. Instead of the dark-green 
whi(*.h distinguishes the Wades of the upland maguey, 
these, exhibit a surface of mottled -red and wliitisli- 
gi-ecn. Frequently the whole plant appeans of a bright 
scarlet^ as if burned to tliis hue by the hot rays that 
constantly pour down upon it. A tlncket of them, 
which is often seen, or even a single plant of this 
colour, bursting suddenly upon tlie eye of the traveller, 
presents n most striking and vivid pictiu’e. 

Tiiere is, no use made of the wild maguey — at least 
it is not cultivated to this end. It is indigenous in the 
arid districts of the tierru caliento; and in some parts 
grows in such plenty as to form the characteristic 
plant of flourishes sidp by 

side the acaeda, the three toother 

foimirig ^penetrable in tlie language of 

jMexicO i^oyjpam/if. Sometimes its sap is extracted mul 
di&tilleil into a fiery dnitkr—a species of whisky-r, 
mimed MeTuial\(inezcaLy 'Ilm Indians have a way 
rn.'istiug, or rather baking its roots and part of its 
limvcs, wx as to yield a sweet and agreeable esculent. 

^ cooked, they carry it into the markets of the 

^ont citiesi where it is piireluised even for the tables 
of the rich. 1 know not tlie process by which they 
prepare it, but I have often eaten it in this state, and 
could not help liking it. It is full of sacclnirino mailer, 
and tastes liot unlike preserved citron, though it is 
firmer and more fibrous^ It produces a most singular, 
effeet on jbe tongue of those unaetcustomed to it — a 
sort of inrtescTibablc nervous titilhition. 

The wild maguey makes its apx>earaucc upon the 
northern, plains of Mexico, upon the loss elevated 
plateaux of Chihuahua, Stinora, and the Valley Del 
Nortd^ Its roots and leaves are also eaten by the 
Indians who roam over these plains — the Navajos, 
Comanches, and Aiiaehes, By them it is baked, along 
with horse-flesh, in hot stone-ovens sunk in tlic ground ; 
and thus cooked, it forms one of their most favourite 
dishes. 

Let us now return to the irm maguey, which wo 
have seen is a different plant both in its appearance and 
uses. It has been ma.tt(?r of surprise to me why such 
intelligent travelers as Ward, Toinsett, and others, 
have neglected to note this difference. Tlioy could 
not vt'cll have failed to observe it; hut indeed most 
foreigners visiting Mexico msh somewhat liurriedl}^ 
out of the tierra caliente, iu order to escape from its 
febrile dangers.' It was my fortune— at the cost t»f a 
good unifonn or two — to skirmish for several months 
among the wild xnagueys ; iind when I tifterwards 
climbed up to the table - lands and beheld for the first 
time the cultivated }>lant, I was impressed with the 
idea that I had never seen it before. Strange, loo, that 
at the elevation where the latter is first met witli, the 
wild species disappears ; and their line of coujimotion, 
if I mistake not, wdll he found to corresj)ond very 
nearly with the highest lino of the palm. But it is 
upon the high plateaux, 7000 feet above sea -level,, 
where the maguey attains its greatest strength and 
luxuriance. As one ascends the mountains above this 
elevation, it gradually appears more stunted and wortli- 
less. It nrigiit l)e supposed, thmi tlie tern jicrat are of 
the table -lands, that it would thrive in the latitude of 
the temjMiratc zones ; hut such is not the case. It can 
he cultivated to no purpose in tlie Unitc^d States ; and 
even iu Noilliern Mexico, outside tlie trojiic, it again 
assumes the form and aspect of the w'iUl species. 
Notwillistaiiding the objection to tlic temp<.Ta.te zouc, 
it is not extrimui heat wliich the pliiiit seeks for, but a 
uniform temperature throughout the ymr — a clim.ito never 
wjirmer than an English suiiuner, and never colder 
than an English spring. 8uch a one does it find on 
the groat hitertropicul plateaux of the Mexican Andes. 

It is there alone that it is cullivated — iu many 
places being the principal object of agricultural in- 
dustry. In the valles of Ihiebla, Mx‘xico, Toluca, 
Guanajuato, around the iiyramid of Cholula, and on 
the Llanos de Assam by 'I'lasivilla, large plantations 
may be seen entirely occupied with the cultivation of 
the maguey. In tliese, as well as in other plains, it 
may also lie seen i>hinted in double or Irijile rows along 
the edges of the maize? or wdicnt fields, or bordering the 
greeu meadow's, thus forming an ornamental enclosure 
as W'cll as a y.T.luahle addition to the iiroperty of the 
farmer. In most of the plateaux of Mexico timber is 
scawe, and fencing is a costly operation. In such cases 
the maguey serves .nn important pnrixisc in lieli>ing 
out the enclosure. A double row of plants, wMtli their 
long spiky blades hx'king each otlicr, make of them- 
selves a hedge sufficiently formidable to turn both 
horses and cattle. But whether planted for the sake 
df fencing a farm, or whether forming of itself the 
staple product of the proprietor, tlic plants are cure- 
frilly tended, and the sap of Ciuli drawn from it in its 
proper seasfen. 

The planting is a simple operation. The young 
inagucys are set in the grouiHl at a distance of about 
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two yawls ‘apart, just wiilo enough to prevent them wound bis hare logs. All this ho docs with the nimble- 
from crowding each other when they arrive at fiill ness and silence of a cat. lie arrivos at length before 
size. They arc kept clear pf weeds, and digging a plant that has been tapped, and halting in tout of it 
around llicm is sometiraes beneficial. Should any of lays down hjs calabash. The plant thus tapped (cor- 
tlic blades be wounded, or tviUed from blight, which is Wf?) is dasily distinguished from its fellow's. It has a 
sometimes the case, tho dead part is amputated with a ruinous look. Two or three of its leaves that have 
large? pruning-knife. And thus they aro tended with l)een cu^ off, lie withering Iwsido it ; and over the 
no great labour or expense for a space of a^ut eight ground is scattered a quantity of whitish scra\^mg8, 

■ years, during wdiich time tliey make no return to the exactly resembling horse-radish when brought to table, 
proprietor, for as yet not one of the plants lias yielded The ovate nucleus is iiartially exposed to view, and 
sap. The time, however, of productiveness arrived, you perceive that a small segment has been cut from 
This is at the end of the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, its top. A large stone is resting upon it, or a pi<?co 
tenth, or sometimes even of the twelfth year. The of tho butend of one of the amputated leaves, 

irregularity depends upon soil, climate, and otlift iiici- Th*c tlachiquero lifts oli‘ the stonCj and you perceive 

dentals ; but eight years may be taken na the average, that tho nucleus is hollow. Tiie heart (coraaon) has 
Tho plant now threatens to ‘shoot,’ but it is closely been scrai)ed out, though not all of it and the thick 
Wiiiclicil hy tlie tlachujuero (klatch-eo-kii-ro) ; and rind remaining forms the sides of a regular spboniidal 
when that hour arrives at which the great flower- cavity or jar. Yon jicrceive that half w'ay down to the 
Btem should spring up out of the nucleus, the top of bottom of this jar some of the heart still remains, but 
the latter is cut olF, and the maguey is tai»ped. Wo portions will be rcmovetl from day to day. You will 
shall describe this prowss anon. perceive, also, that in this cavity there is a quantity of 

It is plain from all this that to creajje a new maguey a clear crj’stalHne liquid : taste it. It is as sweet as 
plantation wnmld require a somewhat patient sort of honey-water, and both in taste and appearance exactly 
niind. In many cases it would bci planting for i>os- resembles the juice of tlic sugar-cane or the sap of 
terity — ‘sowing that others might reap.* Even in the maple- tree. It is the saj) of the maguey ; it is the 
beginning a idantation of inagucys, the ground must aguamiel.# You wdll observe that there is nearly half 
not all be? occupied the first year. A portion of young a gallon of it (remember that it is morning, and thi.s is 
j plants must be sot out each succeeding year, until tho first visit of the tlacliiqucro), and that quantity is 
I those first planted have commeii(u;d yielding sap; and the colleotetl flowings of the wliole night, 
j even when these have been sucked dry, whicli is The tlacliiquero now' takes up the calabash, wliicdi is 

! accomplished in three months from the time of their ialled the ncojot^ (a-ko-hd-tc^,) This is a curious imple- 

i being tapped, tbeir wdlted and wrinkled bodies aro ment, and deserves a word. It is an oblong gourd, 

! dragged from the ground, and a fresli generation of nearly three feet in lengtli, and hollow of course. One 

juveniles are stuck into their places. In this way a of tho ends is tipped >vith a horn open at tho point ; 
constant succession of ripening is kept up, and the there is also a hole in the other, wdiich is tho larger or 
BW’cet aguamkl (honey-water) flows on for ever. butend ; and the acojotd therefore is nothing more than 

In an old plantation you will see the maguey at a rude suction-]>ix>e, and that is its purpose, 
every ago — from the year-old that looks like a new'-set Having laid hold of this instrument, the tlacliiquero 
beet-plant, to the huge giant radiating over a circum- inserts the horn into the great enp of the jdant, ami, 
fercnce of yards. Wlien it is considered that a full- placing his lips to the other end, by a well-known by- 
grown inagu(?y is w'orth at least a couple of guineas, draulic law, draws up the liquid contents into tho 

and that thousands of them may be seen uixm a single gourd. A finger is then idaced to the horn end, and lu? 

i plantation, it may bo concluded that tliis species of renioves Iiis lips, raises tiio acojote to hi.s shoulih;r, 

I farming is no small business. Many have realised inserts the point of the Iiorn, and allows the aguarHiel 

^ handsome fortunes in their culture, and many at this to run into the skin bag, I’he bag is fastened at its 

j moment draw ten thousand dollars a year out of their mouth by a draw-string, wbieh prevents tlio liquid from 

: inaguoys. being spilled, #iile the tlachiquero proceeds to further 

j We come to consider the uses of the maguey. Its operations. 

j principal value lies in its sap, and for this alone is it The acojotc is now laid aside, and our Indian takes 
cultivated. From this is manufactured one of the from his belt a small hoe-sl»aped lust rumen t called the 
most grateful ami wholesome beverages knoAvn to the raspa. It is simply a scraper, not unlike what is used 
human race — the celebrated drink pulquL I need on shipboard, but smaller and of keener edge. With 
not have said manufactured : the process is extmnely this the tlachiquero, inserting his arm, scrapes off a 
simple, but I will detail it from tlie beginning. You light layer from tho corazon, which he throws out of 
are passing along the edge of a field pf magueys a the cup. Tlie veins through which flows the aguamiel 
little after sunrise ; you see a singular-looking man, are thus opened afresh, and the liquid goes on collect- 
with short leathern breeches, legs naked from the knees ing as Iwforo. The tlachiquero now’ rcpJaijes the stone 
down, and guaraehvs — rude leathern sandals — strapped (this is done to keep out dust, flies, and the sun), takes 
over his feet : a jerkin or spencer of smoky - brown up his acojote', passes on to another plant, goes through 
leather, corresponding to the breeches, covers his arms a similar series of operations, then to another, until his 
and shoulders, and on his lieud is a broml-hrimmcHl, skin bag is tilled, when lie trots off to the big house 
low-crowned liat of wool, glaze, or pahnella. The dark to empty it. 

bronze of his face and legs, tlie imvard turning of his lie will pay three visits a day to o-ach of the plants 
toes, his long nnd tangled black hair, convince you that are jdeldiiig sap, hut in his noon - visit he will 
that he is an Indian. The hog- skin bag that hangs obtain a smaller quantity than he found in the morn- 
over his left shoulder, and the long trumpet - shaped ing, and in the evening still less. During the whole 
.calabash which he carries in his hand, tell 3'ouiic is a day tlie plants will yield him: from a gallon to a gallon 
tlacliiquero. His business is to extract the sap of the and a half oacli, and this yield will continue for the space 
maguey, and carry it home to the casa grande (large of thjrec mfmths. At the end of that time, the whole 
house) of the proprietor. of tlie corazon will have been scraped out, the sap will 

He has skulked iii among the huge green blades, and have ceased to flow, the huge leaves will have grown 
you lose sight of him in a moment. Follow and observe brownish, and wrinkled, and the maguey w’ ill have 
liim. He wends his way through devh us paths known died. It will now be dug up, the ground levelled in, 
only to himself. Here he stoops down und* the curv- and a young successor planted in its place, 
ing leaves ; there he pushes them gently aside, holding I have said that the cultivated maguey is rai^y seen 
them so, as ho squeezes p.ist, lest their keen claw's might mth its llowor-stalk. ^len this happens to be the 
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case, the plant Is considered as lost. Ttie sap cannot 
be drawn froxn it after it has dowered ; and only on the 
eve of its dowering cai\ it he tapped so as to yield suc- 
cessfully. The tlaehlquero watdics zealously for the 
symptenns Uiat denote tile approach of this epoch, and 
notes them care^ly; In passing a magiiey-deld many 
of tlie plants may be seen with husks of mai^e impair 
upon jbhelr topm those are the marks 

of the tlahhi^uero. Tlioy aie plants tliat will soon be 
ready for cutting—i^or/tffiyejr de Corte. 

Lot us now follow tlic tlachiquero to the house, and 
see how pttlqud is made* 

Arrived with his bug of aguamicl, ho enters an out- 
house set apart for the pulque-making business, 'ilcre 
are seen imtnerous raw hides nailed upon frames, and 
stretched so as to hollow them into tlie shape and 
caimdty of vessels, each of which might contain about 
a barrel. Into one of these the tlachiqucro empties his 
bag, and, going, off again, soon returns with another 
cargo ; and so oji till the vessel is dlled. Meanwhile 
the process of fihientntion has commenced, and the 
aguamiel, thus jumbled about and mixed, soou loses 
its crystal colour aiul honey -sv-eot taste. It grows 
whitish, and becomes more and more acidulated as the 
hours pfiss. It is now what is termed ilacMiqve; but 
this— although to the foreign palate by fan. the most 
agreeable drink -^is not the true pulque. The latter is 
thus produced. In a vessel which stands in one corner 
of the room will bo found a quantity of the sap which 
has lieen fermenting thert^ for ten or fifttjcn days : tliis 
j has grown white and sour, and is called madr^. de 
I pulqu€ (mother of pulqnd) A small portion of this is 
poured bj' way of leaven into the vessels that conttun • 
the tlachiquo, to excite and assist the fermentation; 
and in twenty-four hours after the sap has been taken 
from the plant it becomes pulqu<?. It grows whiter 
with age, and in three or four day’s it assumes the 
appearance of thin milk. 

The fresher it may be, it is the more i>leii‘5ant to the 
palate of the foreigner; but a genuine old Indian 
pulqud'-drinker likes it long kept and sour as a tart. 
1 myself should prefer the tlachiquo — that is, tlie agua- 
miel— shortly after it has commenced fermenting. I 
should prefer it uot only to pulque, liut to any other 
drink on the face of the cartli — not even cli.'impugnc 
bt*ing allowed to form the exception. 

The i)ulqu<? slightly intoxicates — alxmt as much as 
Bavarian beer, and not so much as English ale; but the 
intoxication from it is short-lived, ami is never followed 
by thfise terrible effects that are the certain sequents of 
intoxication from all other drinks. Its wholesome pro- 
jjortics as a tonic are too well known to ncMjd C()nfirraa- 
tion. Every foreign resident in Mexico, althougli .shy^ of 
it at first, oh account of what they call its disagnjcable 
smell -—I have never observed this — after awliUc take 
to it, like it better than the natives themselves, and 
grow &t upon it* 

The pulque is to be had at all times and at all sea- 
sons : Nitnca falta (pulqu<5 never fails) is one 

of the sayings of Mejfico. In that unchanging clime 
the juice of the maguey flows at all seasons of the year 
- — Uie pulqiid is fermenting at all hours, and a constsmt 
sujiplyis thus thrown into the market. It is usually 
carri<5i in liog-skiu bags, on the backs of mules or 
donkeys, and. sometimes to a considerable distance; 
but it is seldom to Iw met with in any part of the 
tierriis calien^s; as it will not bear trana|>Qrtution to 
these regions and remnun in a flt state for d^inldhg. It 
is a pcrisMble bei|^r^, >!iid can never form an a^icle 
of export. 

In theij|«pi(es it is^^ shops called phdquenas^ 
and found in the 'rillai^s 

and ripng much-ti»veUed rpads in the country, TOe 
walll of those shops are fife^uently ornamented with 
ga^iy paintings, representing parties of men and girls 
themschM?s over tlm 


not unfrequently may be seen, painted in largo letters 
cm these walls, verses that celebrate the good qualities 
of pulqud. Among the people it is.n national drink, 
and they seem to have a sort of natioiud feeling in 
regard to it. A Mexican is sun! tt) ask the stranger 
whether he likes pulqutf, and an answer in the iifllv- 
mativo always seems to give gralificution. Besides 
making the pulqud^ tlie maguey -plant serves many 
other UBOtiS and some of them by no means of slight 
importance in that peculiar country. 

We ha;^c seen that it is 'used in making enclosures 
where timber is scarce. Houses are often tliatcbed 
with its broad, troiigli-shaped leaves, arid this use con 
be maflo of them aJ'ter the sap has b^n extracted. An 
excellent kind of thread, called p?Va, is also manufac- 
tured from their fibres, and strong cloth is woven from 
the .^ame. No doubt, in the hands of a more energetic 
people, the maguey could bo turned to far better 
account. As it is, however, they convert it to many 
excellent purposes, and it is well wortliy of the couplet 
assigned to it : — 

r ‘ Comida, bebida, 

Casa y vestida.’ * 

‘AN HONEST PENNY.’ 

CONCnUDlNO AIITICLK. 

Nancv Qoodall was the only daughter of poor paronf s 
Her father was a day'-iabourer upon a farm at whiidi 
when aljoy it was my ivoiit to pay an annual visit at 
harvest-time. She was a sprightly and active young 
woman when, while yet a child, I first ssaw her. Born 
to servitude, she graced her lot with those quiet virtues 
which render servitude respectable and often endear- 
ing. In her twenty’- first year.siie accompanied the 
squire’s family to London in the humble capadty of 
housemaid. There she remained for nearly thirty 
years, rising gradually through the various grades of 
service, until, finally installed as liousekwiier, she had 
the sole nianagement of domestic affairs. She might, 
perhaps ought to have saved during this long jxjriod a 
I considerable sura of money’. Slic really saved nothing. 
The sole use of money, in her estimation, was to amoiio- 
rato the condition of those dear to lier. Her parents, 
who, as they grew old and infirm, needed assistance, 
received the host part of her earnings, and by lu^r 
b«)unty wore saved from having recourec to the hateful 
charity of tlic iwrish. After their death her only 
brother, w'ho had married young and imprudently', 
emigrated with a large family to America. It was 
Nancy’s money and Nancy'’.s credit that procured Jjis 
outfit and paid his passage ; and several yerirs jiassed 
after bis departure before slio bad disc^harged the respon- 
sibilities undertaken in b<*half of him and his wife and 
chUdren. Still no thought of care or anxiety for herself 
over troul>lo<l her. She knew' her old master too well 
to imagine for a moment that he would ever allow her 
to bo in want. Since the death of her mistress she had 
been the friend rather than the servant of the young 
ladies, and after they were mairiod and settletl in tb.e 
north, had been the careful nurse of the old squire, 
who, before he died, n<lded a codicil to liis will, which 
secured her, as he thought, a. comfortable provi.sion 
for life. 

Wlien the lifeless bwly of the old man was home off 
to the family vault in Devonshire, Nancy felt herself 
completely alone in the world. She remained a ftnv 
weeks in the house in Piccadilly, aw'aiting the settle- 
ment of affairs, ajid expecting the purchaser of the i 
annuity ivhich she well knew had been bequeathcfl by’ : 
her master. The cruelest misfortune overtook her at i 
once. Owing to Certain family quarrels, and some rt‘al 1 

^ liy a ffotSGwh.'it h-ee ti'aiuilaiioji, * Mtsat, drinks clv^tlung, and ' 
ladijing:’ 
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or fancied neglect on the part of his heirs, which the 
deceased squire had violently resented in the disposi- 
tion of his proiiorty, the will lie liad in^e was disputed 
on the ground of alleged insanity on the part of the . 
testator ; and after a great deal of strife and some litiga- 
tion, the estate was thrown into Chancery. Neither 
of the litigants liad the slightest objection to Nancy’s 
legacy, which each and all pronounced well deserved, 
luid plodge<i themselves to tiay; but no orft paid it, 
and the desolate woman, now past the iirimc of life, 
was thrown, after a compavativeiy easy and luxurious 
existence, upon her own resources. The town-house 
was* shut up, and Nancy, with one quarter’s wages in 
her poclcet, was turned loose on the desert of wndon 
to seek for the moans of subsistence. As if it were 
decreed that nothing should bo wanting to complete 
her distress, she was knocked down* and run over 
hy a coach while wandering ahout in search of a 
lodging ; and emerged from the hospital^ — to which she 
was carried in n stale of insensibility— three months 
after, a cripple for life, to begin the world again at fifty 
years of ago upon a pair of crutches. 

NiiKi- tenths of the w'omen in existence so situated 
would have given up the contest, and retired to die in 
tlic worlihoiise. Nancy was iiiado of harder stufi*. In 
! M dingy house in a. by- street in Somerstow'ii she took n 
1 Iminblc lodging, and, determined to support herself, 

: cast about for tlie means of doing it, •Th(" pride that 
i kept her from asking aims of any one strengthened her 
i resolution to do without alma. Hardly possessed of the 
: pow'er of locomotion, she si ill managed to creep about 
I in search of employment. Needlework was out of 
! the question — her way of life not having sufficiently 
i skilled her in the art, imd it being too late to 
learn ; her sight, moreover, beginning to fail. So she 
boldly entered the lists of liandicraft labour ; paid a 
journeyman clogniaker for instruction in his craft, 
bought the necessary tools, and set about making clogs 
for the market. In muddy London tliere is an immense 
demand for these useful manufactures j and Nancy, 
w ith a w'oman’s tact for an article of woman’s w'ear, 
contrived to make her productions favourites with her 
sex. It was little indeed but a few ponce that she 
got out of each prirj but she became expert from 
prsictice, and therefore never wanted employment. 
For se.ven years she pursued her laborious trade, and 
fiui)]>licd a large district of dealers with her stock. 
She faced the rigid economy and jieniirious fare to 
wdiich she found herself suddenly reduced, afU^r a life 
of i>lontifal abuiuhince, w'ith a courage and patient 
endurance tliat never thigged. Her one room was half- 
filled witli narrow pUmks of Avood, from which she 
SiiAvcd with her owm hands the soles of the clogs, after- 
wards carving them to shape, and hollowing them for 
thc! reception of the foot. Tliis was the labour of the 
m (.wiling, generally commencing wdth the da^vn; the 
latter part of the day she spent seated at a little bench, 
cutting out and affixing the leathern cars, and finishing 
off the goods for the shopkeejicr. She lived constantly 
BuiToundcd with chips and cuttings, and used to boast 
that she smelt like a carpenter’s shop. But the exer- 
cise* preserved and even improved her health, and the 
little oxedtement of traffic gave a purpose and a plea- 
sure to her toilsome, life Avhicli she had never felt 
btdbrc. 

Nancy is yet alive. Contrary to almost all prece- 
dent in ClianCery cases, tliat one in which she was so 
deeply interested has been lately settled. Her master’s 
Avill has been executed to thc letter, and Nancy is now 
in receipt of an annuity considerably greater than the 
Bum bequeathed for the purchase would have bought 
when she was eight years younger. 8he has retired to 
her native village— not to indulge in the pride of ease 
and sloth, but to set an example of uscCulness luid 
. Iwnevoleuce. She has voluntarily undertaken a task 
for which few are better qualified— tliat of educating 


practically young girls for service, two of Avhom she 
lias constantly under tuition. If tliis short history of 
her life should meet her eye, which is not improbable, 
she may perhaps suspect who was ilicwndter; but the 
very last ithing she would think of would bo tlie idea of 
taMng ofibnoe at the narrative. 

Billy Ducks (I must not give his real name for fear 
of Colonel Malwrlcy) is the lad ivho drives the mail- 
cart from the jchief town of a midland county to the 

rnarket-toAvn of B , situated some fourteen miles 

off. Billy is the only son of a widow. While ho was 
yet an infant liis mother, a sickly wmmon at best, was 
drive A into the workhouse by the sudden and accidental 
(loath of her husband, a farm-labourer, who was killed 
hy the fall of a felled trunk of elm from a forest wain 
which he w as assisting to load. Billy was brought up 
in the w^orkhou^e, whore he w'as taught to read the 
Testanumt, and to w'lito a very little. He had inlierited 
au active temporamcint from his father, wlio had the 
reputation of a ‘ liarum-seurum chapj** and the habits, 
manners, and likings of the boy were altogether difie- 
ront from those of his dull comrades and fellow'- 
prisomirs. ITo slmwod an early fondness for animals, 
and ior horses in particular, and soon attracted the 
notice of tko master and manager, who kept a nag, and 
wdu) found that it ivas no bad economy to intrust the 
creature to the general superintendence of Billy, even 
while ho vvfts yH an urchin. One coiisequeiico of this 
charge ivas, tliat Billy in course of time learned to rid(i 
— a Bpccic'-s of aocornplishmeht destined to he of nioni 
use to the Avorkhouso lad than tht!i abstruse arts of 
reading and writing. When ho was about twcB^e years 
of age liis active haliits and his self-ac(iuircd skill as a 
groom recommended him to the notice of a neighbour- 
ing fanner, Avho received him into his house, and gave 
him BhaJiG - down and board, but never a copper of 
money, in return for Ids Rervices in the stabk'-yavd 
and at the plough- tail. The fanm*r drove it'guiarly 
every Saturday to the market at thc county town, and 
aomctinies Billy Avent Avith him ; and when the farmer, 
relying on the steadiness of the Iwy, had sacrificed too 
freely to John Barleycorn, Billy Jiad to drive him 
homo; and in this Avay he learned to handle the Avliip 
and reins Avith n dexterity Avliicli eanu'd him quite a 
reputation. Billy was happy, and would liave been 
contented witli^ns lot but for one trouble wdiich preyed 
upon his mind — the otlier hoys on the farm christeiuMl 
him ‘Young Work us;’ and jeered him on account of his 
mother, avIio yvi remaineJ in the house. More than 
one battle he fought to avenge her outraged name; hut 
that did not mend the matter: thc more he ‘licked’ 
the. youngsters, the more the bigger boys molestal him. 
His thoughts Avere ever on some x>lan to get his moth(?r 
out of the house, and a thousand times he Avislud 
himself a man, that he miglit sui>port her by his 
labour. 

When Billy had been two yc.ars Avith Farmer F , 

ho heard accidentally one Saturday at the inn where 
his master was in the habitof putting up every market- 
day, that somebody Avas w^anted immetl lately to driA'o 

the mail-cart to B , the regular post-boy having 

met with an accident, which had sent him to the 
hospital witli a broken head, through a coUlsioii with a 
wagon in the High Street. Billy pricked up his ears, 
and rushing mit to find his master, sought and obtained 
permission to offer Ids sf^rvices. A trial was granted 
him; and six o’clock tho next morning saw' liim jierched 
on tho littA red mail-box, and trotting nimbly over the 
poblne- stones, charged with the delivery of f^io mail- 
bags at tho town of B * fourteen miles off, at half- 

past seven^ trusting for guidance to the horse, Wliich, 
having travelled the same route for three years daily, 
Avas supposed to know' pretty well where he was going. 
The boy’s services gavd entire satisfaction, and hi.s 
prccleoesBor, obtaining promotion ui>bn hla recovery. 
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never returned to unac&t himf Billy vra« offlcially 
installed in the office, with the tremendous salatjr of 
5s. a week, being at the r^te o^ lOd. per twenty-eight 
miles, as he goes and ^tums each day; throwing idie 
currying, f(Mlderlng> an^ care of tlie horse, the^cleaning 
<^f the vehicle, and tiie responsibility attaching to 
charge of IJer iMtyesty’s nniil-bagSj into thtf bargain. 
Vcrilv, -vi^tever retrenching reformers may say, some 
of our public business is executed with a due regard to 
economy. 

But Billy never once thought of grumbling with 
his pay. 'To a lad who had never felt tlie weight 
of half-a-dozen sixpences in his life, Sa. a week 
appefU*o<l a mine of wealth. He marched with the 
air of a lord to the workhouse, aiid lugged his asto- 
nished mother incontinently forth.; and placing her to 

lodge •with a cottager in the village of C ^ two 

and a half miles from B returned to his duty as 

proud as a general wdio has just won a battle. But 
there is a speedy end to 5s. a week when a pair of 
mouths arc at wUrk upon it ; and both Billy and his 
mother soon found that some addition to their income 
was necessary to make botli ends meet. Luckily the 
oxaltation of her son revived the witliered hope in the 
mother’s heart, and she set her own wits to work to 
protluce an Mionest penny' to augment th;'ir scanty 

earnings. It happens that in C there is but one 

post-delivery, and that late in the day, though it is a 
large, straggling village, receiving some thirty or forty 
letters a week. Mrs liucks consulted with Billy, and 
liaving formed their plan, canvassed the wdiole village; 
ofl’ering the housekeepers, if tliey thought lit to intrust 
her witli them, to fetch the letters daily from the post- 

town, and to deliver them by breakfast-time at C 

every morning, receiving a penny each for the trouble 
of fetching them^' 'There were but few dissentients. 
The gtuitry and most of the farmers were but too glad 
of the opportunity of getting their correspondence in 
good time. She obtained authority from nearly all 
to receive and forward their letters — and thus, self- 
constituted ix)St-w'oman of the jiarish upon which she 
had formerly been a burden, slie has made for herself 
an occupation wlji(;h iii)ou an average adds a couple of 
sliillings to the weekly income. Every morning at 
seven o’clock, whatever the state, of the weather, in 
wind, hail, rain, or snow, in tlio cheerful sunlight of 
summer or the howling storms and darlitiess of winter, 
the w'idow. sallies forth on her solitary route. It is for 
her near an hour’s walk to the post-office, where she 
waits but a few minutes wdiile the letters are sorted 
wliich Billy has just brought. She is back again before 
nine ; and if she have letters to deliver—for she fre- 
quently does the whole distance for nothing — they are 
delivered luid paid for on her sirrival. 

No later than the iK^ginning of lost month I had 
: ’1;aken it into my head to walk frpiu the county town 
whence Jiiliy Ducks starts on his daily drive to the 

little town of B , and, nsing early for the purpose, 

set off almost as soon as the lark had left her nest. 
When al)out three miles on the road, my relish for tlie 
task had considerably abated, and ^cing Billy coining 
siiankiiig along in my rear, I hailed him, and asked ftir 
a lift.: He pulled up, and thrusting a hook into his 
pocket, made room for me on the seat by his side. 1 
knew lio particulars of liis history perfectly well 
before, and was not sorry for an opportunity of a 
little conversation. Ilis mode of life, as I learned it 
from his own Ups, would be no luxury to one accus- 
tomed to domestic epndp^s. He sle^s in* the stable 
withhis hqm i in the Stable,* for the most part, he^eats 
and drii^^yi^d in the stable he studies, having under- 
talcen himself in a practical way. The book 

he had at my appea^i^e was iv small treatise 

on arlthidetic, liought for at a butter shop 

^^iere he got Ids cheese for i^neir. lie hud worked 
jjmt the rule of three, and was * bother out’ vulgar 


fractions when I hailed him. He said he could do 
most of the sums in his head, without the chalk, as he 
along — but he worked them over again on the stable- 
door in the day ; and when I asked liiin : ‘ How much 
is three -fourths of seyoii- eighths of twenty shillings ?' 
answered in less than a minute : * Thirteen and three- 
lialfpenoe.’ He said he had nearly all the day, from 
eight in the morning to six at night, to himself, with 
only the ^ oss* to look after, and to call on the ‘ old 
ooman’ now and then ; and lie was trying to pick up a 
little writing and arithmetic, to qualify him8(dt’ for some- 
thing better when it should otter. He found his berth 
worth rather more than he expected. His employers 
did nii countenance his taking passengers, but they 
took no notice of it ; and he made a few shillings most 
weeks by sharing his seat with a traveller, though it 
was rare to meet with one of a morning. 

1 could see plainly enough that Billy is made of the 
right metal, and is destined to get on. If cireumstaneea 
don't make him, he will make circumstances for him- 
self — and this, after all, is the faculty worth most in 
connection with 'jv^orldly prosperitj’-. 


A COURT-POET OF THE SIXTEENTH 
GENTURY. 

The reign of Elizabeth may he considered pre-eminently 
the age of chivalry. The dark days of feudalism 
were past ; the burdens whicli liad long lain heavy 
U|)on the liberties of the people, although not formally 
repealed, had been griidually relaxed ; the intellectual 
ignorance which had formerly been the characteristic, 
if not the boast of all, except the clergy, had passed 
away before the humanising influence* of letters. The 
spirit of chivalry, however, still existed, not less poten- 
tial Ixicause separated from the stern r(‘alitics with 
which it had formerly been associated, not Jess fasci- 
nating because no longer connected with the remem- 
brance of outrage and oppr(»ssiou. But the chivalry of 
the age of the Tudors was not in'crcly distinguished by 
external splendour, or by tlie absence of the intolerable 
evils insojairable from feudalism. Henry VIII., detest- 
able as Ills memory must ever be, was no enemy to civil 
liberty, and he was a genuine patron of letters. In both 
these rt'spects he was followed and excelled by Eliza- 
hctli. Literary merit was seldoin overlooked in her 
court ; and among the .aiicomplishnients lU'cessary for 
the courtier wdio aspired to the favour of Ids royal 
mistress the talents of the /romwr. were not tin* least 
indispensable. Her court w’as consequently thronged 
with gentlemen, who, while they rivalled the Irouha- 
dours — whom they proposed to theniaelv(\s as their 
models — in every other knightly accomplishment, far 
exceeded them in poetic fotding and refinement. In 
truth, Elizabeth seems to have looked for the union of 
the courtly graces with intellectual superiority in all 
whom she received into her favour or lionoured with 
her confidence. It is difficult otherwise to account for 
the neglect which Spenser experienced, and for which 
the disfavour of Burleigh is not a sufficient reason, 
unless wre charge Ids disappointment to tlie want of 
those courtly graces which were at all times a sure 
passport to royal favour, although more solid acquin;- 
ments might be needed for its preservation. 

The natural result of the ftivour shewn to men of 
letters ensued ; almost every courtier asjiircd to be a 
poet, and every poet strove to Ixj a courtier. Perliajis 
the former class succecf led better than their morp gifted 
brethren. Among oceans of rhyme, distinguished for 
ij^thing hut its servile imitation of the poems of the 
troubadours, disfigured by the same extravagance of 
metaphor, puerility of conceit, and ingenuity of versi- 
fication, W'et occasionally discover traces of real poetic 
feeling, for which we should in vain search in their 
prototypes. Bir Walter Raleigh was undeniably the first 




CHAMBERS’S EDINBUEGH JOURNAL. 253 


of these courticr-poets, and excelled all liis brother min- 
strels in the gentle science as far as he outstripped hi$ 
ago in more solid ac'quirements and romantic enterprise. 
Especially he difiers from tliem all by abandoning the 
eternal thenio of the Provencal poetasters and their 
imitators : his poetic magazine contains other weapons 
besides darts mid flames: Cupid is not his sole auxi- 
liary, nor his mistress his only divinity. Wlien he 
occasionally deviates from the more lofty agd natural 
style wliich lie usually employs, and condescends to 
this well-worn theme, he seems only to disguise his 
real metaning under an allegorical garb : his floves are 
l>olitical, and tlie mistress whose bright eyes he 
worships, or whose IVown ho deprecates, is on(» whose 
dlsxilcasure was a real calamity, and whose smile 
brought with it those gifts of honour and fortune to 
wliich Raleigh, although a iiliilosophcr and a sidiolar, 
was by no means indifferent. The following stanziis 
indicate a quick xicrccption of the beauties of nature. 
Tlie invectives against the court may possibly have 
been dictated by some temporary disappointment, of 
which Raleigh experienced his full share ; hut the 
exquisite descriptive touches which itacontains evidence 
the existence of a true poetic feeling which must be 
considered as a jiledgo of liis sincerity. 

‘ Ilcari-tcaring cares and quivering fears, 

Anxious sighs, untimely tears, 

Fly, fly to courts ; 

Fly to fond worldliiige’ sports, 

Where strained sardonic smiles arc glozing still, 
And grief is forced to laugh against her will; 

Where mirth *b but tnuiniiiery, 

And sorrows only real bo ! 

1 

Fly from our country pastimes, fly, 

Sad troox) of human misery ! 

Como, serene looks. 

Clear as the crystal brooks, 

Or the pure azur’d heaven, that smiles to see 
The ricli attendance of our poverty. 

Peace and a secure mind, 

Which all men seek, wc only find I 

Abused mortals, did you know 

Where joy, heart’s ease, and comfort grow, 

You ’d scorn ])roud towers. 

And seek them in these bowers, 

Where winds sometimes our woods pcriiaps may 
shake. 

Hut blustering care could never tempest make. 

Nor murmurs e’er come nigh us. 

Saving of fountaUis that glide by us. 

Here’s no fantastic masque nor dance, 

But of our kids that frisk and prance, 

Nor wars are seen, 

Unless upon the green 

'fwo harmless lambs are butting one the other. 
Which done, both bleating rUn each to his mother; 
And wounds are never found, 

Save what the ploughshare gives the ground. 

Go, let the diving negro seek 
For gems hid in some forlorn crcck; 

We all x>earl8 sconi, * 

Save what the dewy morn 
Congeals upon each little spire of grass. 

Which careless shepherds beat down as they pa,3s; 
And gold ne’er here appears. 

Save what the yellow Ceres bears,* 

Sli^ikspcare has often been charged with x)]Hgiarism ; 
assuredly, in one sense, not without reason: he w'as 
suxwrior to the petty vanity which imi)els bookwrights 
to strive after originality, and to prefer a startling 
paradox, or a ban'cn simile, which thej can claim 
without dispute as their own, to the weightiest truth 


or most brilliant image which may have been suggested 
by anotiier. Shakspeare read the book of nature; but 
he read other books too, anrl never hesitated to iulopt 
and interweave with his own whatever of Injiiuty he 
found in either. It is no slight distinction tf) he allowed 
the privilege of furriisliing even the smallest of the 
gems which adorn the dimlem of Sliakspeare, and few 
authors i^DUld be willing to forfeit the lionour t^to object ' 
to the appropriation. Shakspearc would seem to, have 
been familiar with the writing-s of Raleigh, as several 
instances occur in which remarkable exiuessions, and 
in one case tlie whole of one of his best-known passages, 
have been borrowed from the iioeins of the accomplisiied ‘ 
courtier. One example of the former will be sulllcient : i 

‘ That saunciiig bell j 

That tolls all into heaven or hell,’ | 

licars too evident a resemblance to the famous excla- 
mation of Macbeth, to bo regarded as an accidental 
coincidonee. Again, who will not instantly recognise 
in the following lines the 4(erm of ^ the soliloquy of 
Jaquos ? It is lieaded ‘ De Morte," and deserves to lie 
placed in juxtaposition with tlic more elaborate para- 
phrase of Sliaksxicari*, as a fair example of the readiness 
with which the dramatist was wont to adapt to his 
purpose any material that he met with and could turn 
to account. 

‘ Man’s life ’s a tragedy : his mother’s womb, 

From which he eiiteri*, is the tiring-room ; 

Tliis spacious earth, t he theatre ; and the stage, 

That country which he lives in: ^mssions rage. 

Folly ami vice are actors ; the first cry, 

The prologue to the ensuing tragedy. 

The former act consisteth of dumb shows ; 

The second, he to more perfection grows ; 

Tho third, he is a man, and doth begin 
To nurture vice, and act the deeds of sin ; 

I’th fourth, declines ; i’th fifth, diseases clog 
I And trouble him ; then Death ’s his epilogue.* 

The corresponding i^assage, it will be remembered, is 
imt in tlie mouth of Jaquos ; and it is worth consider- 
ing how fur Ihe iK)ct, while adopting tho thoughts of 
the courtier, may have made him furllier subservient to 
his puriwse, by embodying in the pcTwSon of the caustic ; 
moralist the character of that remarkable man, whose 
personal and mental qualitie.s must liavc been as well 
known at the time when ‘As You Like It* was written 
as the extraordinary vicissitudes of fortune through 
which he passed. 

Perhaps tho most striking pt?culinrity of Shakspearc 
is the life-like reality, the statuesque individuality of 
his characters — forcing upon us the conviction that he 
was not so mucli indebted to the Uvelijicss of his 
imagination and fertility of his invention as to his 
intimate knowledge of nature derived from the living 
model. Buell wo know to be the fact in those histori- 
cal characters wdiosc lineaments arc well known. No 
writer ever took few'er liberties with history : careless 
of geographical detail, heedless of occasional anachnui- 
ism, lie never falsifies a fact or misrejircsents a xni'rson. 
Even if we hail not contemporary authority to attest 
his accuracy, wdio would not realise the intense reality 
of liis delhreations of the hero of Agincourt, of Wolsey, 
of Queen Katherine, or of Beaufort? They are evidently 
not sketclics cnuinating from a poet’s brain, but sun- 
portraitSy Daguerreotyped by tho genius of Sluikspeare ; 
invested with all the graceful ornaments that poetic 
imagery sy^id diction can confer; and not only engaging 
our^ admiration for these, Imt claiming our synqyathy 
from the irresistible conviction that they are the genuine 
portraits of .the very men whose names they bear. 
The same remark apiflies to his own historical charac- 
ters. The intense sympathy wliich these excite differing, 
not in degree but in kind, from that which attaches to 
the chiuacter of every other poet, can only be referred 
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to our recoguiiion of theni ft| iutenBoly faitliiul, though 
still poetic delin^tlpiia of teal boiiigai Of course this 
remark applies tp a comparatively smaU class of Slmk- 
speare*s characters, as tlio ipajoiity of them arc aflopted 
-^together with the plot the old novels ;sv'hich ho 

dramatised. Ho^eter intuih, therefore, they may have 
been emh^ished and enriched in passing tl^ttgh his 
hands, must hot be confounded with his own 

creations. ' 

Unhappily ibr us,: literature in the time of Elisaheth 
was too Stately a thing to be employed ns the vehicle 
for gossip: Slmksjjeare was not blessed with a Bos* 
well ; no Horace Walijolo had arisen to enliven his 
own and instruct afterat*es by his piquant aneudotes 
and lively sketches of eodety, bringing us face to face 
with our great-grandfathers and grandmothers, and 
giving us an assurauco of tlicir veritable existence, 
which history, in the ordinary nccex>tation of the term, 
fhils to convey. i£ad Shakspeare been as fortunate in 
this respect as Dr Johnson, how much lalraur might 
have been saved to commentators ; how many an 
obscure passage -would have been cleartHl up ; with 
what interest nvight wo have recognised Mercutio or 
Benedict in some of the gay flatterers of the court, 
under mimes iKjssibly not unknown to fame; or enjo}^ 
the castigation inflicted on folly and presumption in 
the persons of Slender and MalvoliO. It iJ wortliyof 
remark, that the only characters in this play whidi arc 
not copied fi-om liodge’s ‘Bosalyiur aie jthbse of Jaqnes 
and Touchstone. Neither is of the sliglitest service in 
the conduct of the X)lot, and both b(‘ar the strong 
im})ress of originality w’hich invariably belongs to all 
of Shakspearo’s own creiitious. ^le corrct!tuess of tlie 
l)ortraita would doubtless soon be recognised by those 
who wer(» familiar with the originals, and must have 
, lent nnu'h extrinsic interest to the jilay in the eyes of 
those with whom the real Jaqnes, by right of birth, 
and the original Touchstone, by virtue of his j>rofc«- 
sjioii, were entitled to associate. The cbaracter of 
Jaques allbrds much internal evidence in support of 
this theory : the haughty, cynical tenqKjr of the disap- 
pointed courtier ; tlie rebuke of the duke — for Raleigli’g 
life had not been blameless ; the turn for pliilosojihical 
speculation ; the state of Sir 'VYulter’s fortunes at 
the date wlien the play is supposed to have been pro- 
duced— about the 3 'ear 1000 — all agree with what we 
know of his character and history. One striking 
passage must not be overlooked. In act iv., scene 1, 
we find the following dialogue betw’ecn Jaquos and 
Eosalind : — 

* Jaque.$. I have neither the scholar's melancholy, which 
is eiiiulation ; nor the musician^s, which is fantastical ; 
nor the soldier’s, which is ambitious ; nor the lawyer^s, 
which is pditic; iior the lady’s, which is nice'; nor the 
lover’s, which is all these : but it is a melancholy of mine 
own. Compounded of many simples, extracted from 
many objects, and indeed the sundry contemplation of 
my travels, in which iny often rumination wraps me, ie a 
most humorous sadness, 

Rwtalind. A traveller! Bymy fkith you have great 
reason to be sad! I fear you have Sold your own lands 
to sec other men’s ; thoiigh to have seen much, and have 
nothing, is to have rich eyes and poor hands. 

Yes, I have gained my experience!* 

It jfi simteely necessary to point out the applicability 
of this pMsagd to Baleigh, who, eminent as he was in 
many tespects, was doubtless best known as a traveller. 
The aUttsiou to ids broken fortunes in tlie reply of 
Bosalind is ^pointed and That sueh was the 

result confirmed byhisibwn' 

of his discovery 
1596, wo find the foliowixw 
passage : ‘ 1 do not then know whether I should bewau 
idysdf cither for my too much travel and expense, or 
:^eniidemu myself for owing less than that which dan 
deserve notlmig. Prom myself I have deserved no 

thanks, fbr I have returned a beggar and withered.* 
These coincidences may possibly bo merely accidental ; 
but they at least form os broad a foundation as niauy 
‘pppu Which imposing structures of hypotheses have 
erected. It is at all events interesting even to 
imagine that we can discover some traces of one of tho 
best specimens of our national character fossilised, as 
it were, in tho poetry of our great dramatist. Many 
of Balcigli’s poems have doubtless perished. Sxienser*- 
refers to a projected wmrk of his which was to have 
been entitled ‘ Gynthbi.* It was intended to eelcbrato 
the gloriis of the maiden queen, and w^as probably 
planned upon a large scale, since Spenser alludes to it 
as beicvg in some sort, a rival of the ‘i'\iiry Queen.’ 
But the adventurous spirit Which possessed him was 
incompatible with the life , of contemplative solitude 
indispensably necessary to a great work of art. Por 
his larger prose works the world is indebted to tho 
tedium of his fVequent sea- voyages imd the constrained 
seclusion of Ids latter years. The few poetic Bpecirnons 
which we possess are scarcely more than ejaculatory — 
the almost involuntary expressions of a mind keenly 
alive to a sen sd of tUe beautiful, and clothing its 
thoughts intuitively in a poetic dress, as their mofit 
appropriate garb, with Utile appearatico of labour or 
premeditation. 

Spenser has recorded the* circumstances of Sir 
Walter’s first introduction to him in ‘Colin Clout’s 
Como Uome Again,’ in which ho pays a high tribute to 
the x^oetic genius of the ‘ Shepherd oi‘ the Ocean ; ’ — 

* TBmuling my pipe, he took in hand 

My i)ipe, before that rcmuled of many, 

And played thereon, for well that skill he conm d, 
Himself as skilful in that art as any.’ 

It seems that Ilideigh was at that time under the cloud 
of regal displeasure ; 

‘ His song was all a lamentable lay. 

Of great unkindness, and of usage hard ; 

Of Cynthia, the lady of the sea, 

Which from her presentx) faultless him debarred ; 

And ever and anon, with siiigults rife, 

He cried out to make his under song :■ — 

Ah, my love’s queen, and goddct a of my life ! 

Who shall ]iJ0 i»ity when thou dost me wronj.; i’ 

Wo are not informed of tho reason of his disgrace ; 
but it could liavo been only of short duration, as we 
soon afterwards find both liim and Si>eu.'«er at court 
and. received wdtli duo distinction ; probably it is to 
this tcmi>orary banisbrnciit from court that the follow- 
ing stanzas refer. 'J’licy arc not without elcgaiu’-c: 
their liumble tone, bordering on servility, might i)crhaps 
offend our modem ears, if we did not recollect that it 
was the flishion of the day to approach Elizabeth not 
merely witli the homage due from ilie sulgect to the 
sovereign, but also with the gallant devotion exacted 
from the trtio knight by his la<ly. 

‘ The frozen snake oppi-esscd with Jieaped snow, 

By struggling hard gets out her tender liciid, 

• And spies far off from where she lies below 

The winter euu that from the north is fled. 

But all in vain she looks upon the light, 

Whei^heat is wanting to restore her might. 

What doth it help a wretch in prison pent, 

Long time with biting hunger oYerpre.«f&cd, 

To see without, or smell within the scent, 

Of dainty fare fon others’ tables dressed \ 

Yet snake and prisoner both behold the thing 

The which but not with sight might comfort bring. 

Such is my task, or worse, if worse may be — 

My heart oppressed with heavy frost of care, 

Debarred of that which is most dear to me, 

Killed up with cold and pined with evil fare. 

/ And yet 1 see the thing mig^ yield relief. 

And yet ibe right doth cause my greater grief. 
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So Tbiebe saw her lover through tlie wall, 

And saw thereby she wanted what she saw; 

And so I BOO, and seeing wi^it withal, 

And wanting so unto my death doth draw. 

Anti BO iny death were twenty times my friend, 

If with this verse my hated fife might end.* 

TUloigh’s muse seems to have expired with Elizabeth. 
I'oetry was no longer the fashion of the court, and the 
dark clouds which now rested on his fortunes, and 
whhih w^cre dostiiuxl to be dispersed only by his death, 
although tlioy did not. repress his love of historical and 
philosophical research, must have had the* effect of 
quenching that fine fancy which once teemed with 
forms of beanty. The following lines, writ^n the 
night before his execution, ore the sole reliqiie to whicli 
we can assign a date subsequent to the death of Eliza- 
botli. Tbir. brief summing up of a long exi)orience, 
simple and devout as becaine the occasion, possesses a 
peculiar interest from tlus circumstances under which 
it was written : — 

* Even Such is time, that takes on trust 
Our youth, our joys, our all wp have, 

And pays us but with age and dust; 

AVho ill the dark and silent grave. 

When we have wandered all our xf&ys. 

Shuts up the story of our days. 

But from this earth, this grave, this dust, 

The Lord shall raise mo up, I trust!* 

Such >vero tlio last notes of the last as well as the 
greatest of the lievy of courtior-i) 0 (?ts who had embel- 
lished the reign of Elizabeth. Although infected by 
the cluiractcristic uflectatiou of the age, and trammelled 
by tile rules w'hich fiishion had imposed upon poetry, 
it w'lis impossible not to recognise in Raleigh tlie stuff 
of which p<jet3 have been made. With a keen eye for 
the beauty of external nature, and a strong bent for 
philosoiihioal speculation, he combined remarkable 
purity of diction apd considerable ingenuity in that 
complex and highly -artificial versification uiion wdiich 
the passion of the times set the highest value. He has 
contrived even to lend interest to. the eclogue, Ilis 
sliephcrds and shei)herdessi;s uro not knights and ladies 
of high degree in nmsquiiig attire ; they bear the 
veritiiblo stamp of Arcadia, and prattle Avitli a mnvete 
wliich is really charming. It is a. matter for infinite 
regret that a restless spirit. Constantly goading him on 
to visionary .sclieiuea of impossible execution, should 
have hindered him from accomplishing some great 
work which would liavc reflected honour upon his age, 
imd have entitled him to a niche side by side with 
Sjicnser. That he was c.tjmblo of a great w^ork that 
colossal fnignient, the ‘ History of the World,* attests. 
Had lie devoted his energies to a great literary task 
earlier in life, when his fancy was still buoyant, and 
his mind unclouded by care, there can bo little doubt 
that he would have seJccteil a ])ocm as the monument 
of liis genius. It would have been wre permnius. 


A LOST ART. 

It used to be the fashion for those who stayed at home 
to assert that travellers lied. It never was quite clear 
how they arrived at this conclusion — ^liow tliiy learned 
the Cixact degree of accuracy that might be assigned to 
a description of some Tinibuctoo woman's housekeeping, 
or discovered whether there were savages who really 
ate earth, when they themselves had never been ^l)eyond 
seas,* nor ever seen a creature more outlandish than 
their own country cousins *come up’ from Soraersot- 
sliire. However, assert it they did ; and the veracity of 
such a man as James Bruce was a question they settled 
at once off-hand. 

Tlio fashion is now gone out; not, howeger, becauso 
travellers ha vp changed one whit in their narrations, 
but because fewer people stay at home than fonnerly ; 


and they having seen some wonders, aqd heard of others 
well aathenticatod, deem it no longer qiaite impossible 
that thmre may bo others still as yet undreamt of in 
even their philosophy^ Tlio ends of the earlA having 
been brogight toother, and tile hitherto unknown dis* 
covered apjl well ransacked, there is now hardly any- 
tliingwh^h appcai’slieyond our belief. We are staggered 
by nothing. New Holland furnishes a goodly share 
of startling animal wonders. The opossum, which was 
first heard of, lifting its young in and out of a natural 
pouch just ns we put our handkerchief in our coat- 
pocket, was hardly more strange than the quadruped 
recently discovered there — a creature not unlike ;ni 
ottci^ witli the bill of a duck (firnitHiorkynchuH pamdom^'.) 
The isles of the liidian Archipelago shewed us a fan- 
taetic world, whether vegetable or animal we at first 
could hardly tell. Hero a thing like a monkey seemed 
suspended in the air; there, as it appeared, a gor- 
geously-spotted butterfly had alighted on a dead stick ; 
the forceps of a horrid beetle were stretched towards 
one somewhere else; in short, you could not make oiit 
how such various grotesipie sluiptrs could thus have got 
huddled together. If you asked, you were told it way 
not monkeys, moths, nor l>eetles you were looking at, 
but plants — now sorts called Ophrys and Orchidea^. 

In time wa get used to every Ibing, and at ln.st ceuso to 
wonder, Tlirds-nest soup is thought no more of now 
than our own turtle. That (Mneso women shouM 
lace up their feet so tightly as to change the original 
shape, seems as iiatunU to us now as that our own 
women should do the same with their waists. 

And yet, hand in hand with this general absence of 
astonishment at wliktevor may haiq>cn in our own 
time, will bo found a vast amount of incredulity for 
certain wonders of the past. There is the same incli- 
nation to doubt them as there once was to doubt the 
traveller’s tale. It may be that vanity bus somewhat 
to do with ibis; tliat people do not like to hear that-lhe 
men of earlier centuries knew anything which is as 
yet a secret from them. They seem to feel tlic*mscl v(?s 
aggrieved by such asscrtion.s, and not l>cing able to 
deal with them, deny their truth. Yet it would appear 
as if other arts besides glass or mural painting, or 
the famed purple dye, did onoo exist, ivLich we are 
unable to Imitate — to imitate at least in equal per- 
fcct.i(»n. Tliough now ridiculed as fabulous, there is 
still the record that glass was once made malleable. 
What reason have we for doubting the story of the glass 
cup that was dashed on the ground, and which bent but 
did not break ? Tliat our glasses arc shivered by such 
cxperim.ent is no proof of the lalschood of the nar- 
rative. If, but a few years ago, 'sve had read in some 
hitherto undiscovered ancient manuscript, that in the 
author’s time w'ere persons who possessed the art of 
arresting another’s shadow, of holding it fast and keep- 
ing it when tlie person himself was gone, who is there 
that would not at once have pronounced it to ho un- ; . j 
true ? And w- hy ? Because then we had not seen the 
possibility of doing it ; but we should believe it now, 
being able to do it our.selves. Sliallow reasoiung, for- 
Bootii; yet nevertheless it rimkes its way. 

In a curious old book written by Abraliama Saiieta 
Clara,* and entitled ‘ Etwas fiir AUe * (‘ Something lor 
Every One*), is mentioned a juggling trick which, 
incomprehensible as it seems to us, was, it appears, 
practised in great perfection by many persons in those 
days, whose pertbrmances are specified w'ith the , time, 
and place of their occurrence. Bancta Clara con hardly 
be looked «i as a person not worthy. of credits He was 
cOui^preabher at Vieiina, and was as famous for hiaf 
great love of truth as his sermons are woU known lor 
the severe attacks they contained on the lusts and 
vanities of tho worldi They are remarkable for their 
stnmge language their occasionaRy jocose styl^ and 
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the terrible denanciKtlo^ iliiey launobed forth agida^t 
the ungodly^ whether w , ; 

; ^ art he deecribest abd whieh Ub aeeros to eondder 
as a qbite tep^to 6tt^: ifra8 termed ‘IVaeserepeii^* 
(* Vomiting ^rson in pard^lar— Bladb 

KanlMo, a bractiaed it iu section, is 


Kanli:edo,i a it ht Bj^ction, is 

‘ He : wobjd have a vessel brouglit (bll pf ^dd' wate^ . 
and Afto^vOr twenty glasses, which were large at top* 
and he V^nild then rinse his mouth out to shew that hc.^ 
had nothing between his teeth. >Vlienlie had sw^lo^ed 
I Some gl^ses full) he would spurt out a liquid like red 
wine: then would follow brandy, rose-water, orange- 
water, white wine, and the like, which things weyc ail 
to be known by their taste. It was observed, however, 
that he always began with the red wine. Sometimes i 
ho swallowed twenty glasses of water, and spurted it | 
out again like a jet d*mu. Cardinal Kichelieu caused 
this Manfredo, whose scholars were all the like sort of 
jugglers, to be put in prison, and threatened to hang 
him unless be proved his art to be natural, and not 
connected with magic, Tliis the Maltese did in great 
secrecy, and was then liberated, to earn his living as 
before.* With this description a woodcut is given, in 
which the performer is represented standing upright, 
witli his head thrown back, wliile from his nmutli a high 
jet of Water is seen to play. There couldMiave been 
nothing displeasing in the exhibition ; on the contrary, 
it must seem rather pretty to view tliaii otherwise. 

Another artist is also named, Jean Hoger of Lyons, 
who could spout out water of twelve or Iburtoeu diffe- 
rent colours, all of a pleasant odour. Ho could besides 
make a jet d'eau which played so long that one might 
re])eat the Slat psalm while it lasted. Once, in 'presence 
of his imperial majesty Ferdinand HI., he represented 
a jet of ff re which came from his throat. 

The variety in the performances of the diflTcrent per- 
sons X)rofes8ing the art slusws that it was not so very 
uncommon : each one endeavoured to surpass the others 
by the novelties he introduced, just as now the Wizard 
of the North tries to distance his contemporaries by 
the inexplicability of liis tricks. In India at the 
present time may be seen iKirformaiices quite as 
marvellous as those described by tlm trustw’orthy 
Benedictine monk. 


aut-bducation iron all. 

Everything which surrounds us is an iiiffuenoe. We are 
surrounded with beautiful things in the world, and it is 
our duty to moke our houses look as beautiful as possible. 
Everything we have in our houses, every glass and jug, 
every painted door and table, is an influence, an asso- 
ciation, out of which the mind receives its instruction, 
even more than that which the pedagogue conveys in 
school. Thmfore art is nothing more nor less than the 
recognition of the example set us by God. I should be 
sorry to Hmit art to a mere canvas and statuary exposi- 
tion of it, Tho basiff of all good art— of painting and 
atatoaryt and architecture^ and the ornamentation of 
domestic vcssels-^is a constant acknowledgment of tl»e 
bOauty of the external world, out of which can only come 
good art. The craving for this art is perfectly universal. 
The lavage who can’es his spear and war instruments, 
an4 ,|iamt8 his body, evinces a leaning towards things 
that ate beautiful. The commonest hind who cultivates 
his lrinall plotof land with flowers is declaring an inward 
Olid cotiiclq^k sense of the beauty alluded to. There- 
fote the ntaniifaciute^ the designer of every class, and 
the workmahi instead of working from the thought that 
he is merely catemg to a i^iurious feeling, slmuld labour 
lather witli the Gonteiottsness that he is labouring toPcuL 
tivate and ihe human niind is a 
the 'designer— and house -paintoite.' 
and .this'- cl.assr-a true sense-ef ,ati' 

is '^^kt he-ehunld 'think 'for hiniseli^’ attd'.;' 

nqfp^^i;inuallyrepteduem|[ what jhaslmen done I 
the ordiniuy himte -paiiiter v a m thorooghly i 


educated for his business would for 3s. fid. make a cottage 
An arena of excellence. Shop-fronts and signs, and 
l^i these things, are influences. It is impossible to live 
cppbsite an iil-painted shop-front without being morally 


the^ Weiae for it. i Bui supposing the designer of every 
v^arheter Itere pehrfectr^the Ibest would be thrown away 
upoiii; ^e'^^rith ill-edudated. workmen. If the design be 
noti«<^ised by the workman it must lose all its vitality 
kalid beauty. We are continually talking of our infe- 
riority t6^' Franco and Germany in designs. In these 
' countries every .man has received an education in art, 
from the designer to tho lowest class of workmen, to 
enabler lilbi thoroughly to understand and to love tho 
worj^jo be done. In Lyons I have seen workmen bring 
into 'tCi^ir shopl quantities of flowers and draw them, 
rmurely for their beauty, not because they were obliged to 
do so. These are the men to make work beautiful and 
to do justice to the designer. But even supposing tho 
designer and the workiiiaii td be well educated, it is no 
less important that the user of a thing should be able to 
appreciate it too. * People in this country,’ say manu- 
facturers, *Hre not in a position to tell good things front 
bad ones.* 1 have no belief in tho statcuiGnt that the 
people are not ptvpared for beautiful things in art. Thai 
they want education in art 1 readily admit, but thut 
they have an instinctive love for it . I fully believe. — 
Lecture on Art-Lducation by Mr /. A, llammcreicy, 

l*OWBR OF KITES. 

The power of a kite twelve feet high, with a wind 
blowing at the rate of twenty miles an hour, i.s as much 
as a man of avemge strength can stand against. With 
a stronger gale, such a kite has been known to break a 
lino capable of sustaining 500 lbs. The surface spread by 
this sail is forty-nine square feet, and it should bo noticed 
thut these soive as standing ratios, from which, by the 
rule of proportion, the power of larger kites can be calcu- 
lated. We must not, however, suppose that a kite of 
thirty-six feet in length has only three times the power 
of a kite twelve feet in length ; for, in fact, it has three 
times the power in length, and three times the power in 
breadth, which will iiiako the multiple 7iine ; so that it 
would lift or draw nine times as much as a kite of twelve 
feet. Two kites, one fifteen feet in length, the other 
twelve, have power sufficient^ to draw a carriage with 
four or five persons when the wind is brisk.* — lii&tonf of 
die Ckarvolant, 

RAILWAY TRADIi. 

A regular trade is now carried on between London and 
the most renioto parts of tho kingdom in every conceivable 
thing that will hear moving. Sheep have been sent from 
Perth to London, and Covent Garden has supplied t(;ns 
of the finer description of vegetables to the citizens of 
Glasgow ; every Saturday five tons of the best fish in 
season are despatched from Billingsgate to Binninghani, 
and milk is conveyed in padlocked tins from and beyond 
Harrow at the rate of about one penny per gallon. In 
articles which are imported into both Liverpool and 
London, there is a constant intercliange, according to the 
state of the market — thus a penny per pound difference 
may bring a hundred chests of congou up or send as many 
of h}r8on down the line. All graziers within a day of the 
rail are able to compete in the London market; the pro- 
bability of any extraordinary demand increases the number 
of beasts arriving weekly at Camden Station from the 
average q( 500 to 2000, and the sheep from 2000 to 6000; 
and these animals can be brought from the farthest grazing- 
grounds in the kingdom without any loss of weight, and 
in'^niuch better condition than tho fat oxen were formerly 
dr^iven to Smithfield from the rich pastures round Ayles- 
bury or the Valley of the Thamw.— Rides on 
Railways, I 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 , 1851 . 


PitiClj l|<i?. 


IMPRESSIONS OF CONTINENTAL 
TRATELLINO. ’ 

Tkavetxiiig on the continent is not, geiierally speaking, 
so rapid ss in % roods nr^ not inferior to 

ours, but the carriages are heavier and the horses not 
in 80 good condition ; therefore It is seldom that a 
di iigeiice or private carriage goes much more than six 
miles ah hour. This rate of speed suits the wishes of 
continental people, who are rarely in a hurry about 
anything — the idea of a business-value for time being 
scarcely known amongst them. An Englishman chafes 
under it; but it is to little purpose, for it is scarcely 
possible to induce any driver or conductor to make haste. 
The same moderation of: speed has been maintained in 
the railwkys. Sixteen miles an hour may be stated as 
the ordinfsry rate of progress in that mode Of convey- 
ance. One does dot diid so much as twenty except in 
Belgium, where business principles ai^vuiOre in vogue, 
hut they may Ife , presumed to be in scane degree 
affected by English ide^i : 

It is not merely that movement is slow, but there are 
many impediments that cause a consumption bf time. 
ConUncntal people must have a great deal of accounting 
about everything. The comjHuir is always a most con- 
spicuous and important part of a business establish- 
ment. Billets charged with minute specifications have 
to bo taken out beforehand for oven trifling distiuices 
by an omnibus. You may come at the moment of 
starting, find an empty place, and ofier the money ; but 
that won’t do. You must walk into a Imreaut and go 
through the formality of taking out a ticket. So it is 
at railway - stations, iflphe simplici ty’ of the ordinary 
transaction in Englan^—the purchase pf a ticket at the 
counter perhaps three minutes before the hour of start- 
ing — is totally inconceivable to our iHends abroad. 
You probably n-re sent away from your hotel an hour 
before the time of starting, and you will find it well to 
be as near this time befurcUi^ifd as possible. On 
arriving, you have to engage and fee pnp of railway 
porters to take your luggage tb a comptoir, thailt may 
be wcighetl ; for in most places every pomid of R ^ 
be paid for, and howher© is it wbolly free, 
to gp lo tills t)lace, of Coarse bustle, and noises and 
wait till your turn jfer yreigliing arrives, wheo your 
porter apnomiccs its welght,;i and hands yofi . a- .l^llet 
expressive of that partfepi^, and of the appropriate 
charge, together ■ w’ith'. 'the, .nuin'bC? 
various - packages as ^a 
claiming, .them at. thu-'-chd'.';:--^: 
then.:^ ' to unother- ■■bufCa^ 
soiial billet. Sometimes you are re^^^red- 
the.:personal .hiUet:fljjst,; Vaud 


»ary to getting your baggage exj^edited; This happens 
where, as an essential preliminary to getting a billet 
of either kind, you have yet another piece of bushiess 
to transact — namely, to go through an office .where your 
pass£>ort is inspected, or at least to shew that document 
to a gendarme standing by. We lately found it so in 
Prussia, in Saxony, and in tlic Austrian dominions. 
Now, all tbsfee matters require sohie time; for, bo it 
observed, a billet is not stamped as with us. It has to 
be partly written, the writing has to be dried by sand 
(a thing nearly obsolete in English stationery, but in 
universal use abroad), and it has also to be cut by scissbrs 
out of a book. The slow, pedantic fonnality of the whole 
affair is very trying to an Englishman’s impatient 
temper; but he cannot help himself. After all, ho has to 
go to tho mlk or Waiting-room appropriate to . the par- 
ticular class indicated in his ticket (shewing his ticket 
before he is allowed to ont(?r), and there remain till tho 
liroper moment when the doors will he thrown open, 
and the travellers allow'od to take tlieir places in the 
carriages. And this is apt to be a trying part of tbc 
business to an Englishwoman, as in Germany she will 
scarcely fail to find every man present with a cigar or 
pipe in his mouth, the room full accordingly of smoke, 
and the floor in a state disgustingly filthy, On the 
whole, it is a most disagreeable half-hour or three- 
quarters w'hieh it requires to allow a traveller to start 
on a continental railway .journey. When it is for 
a short distance, so much time may well be much ■ 
grudged. We lately went from Verona to Mantua, in, 
order to look on those Mincio-lavcd fields w'here Virgil 
once lived, and which one still associates with the idea 
of his Meliboeuses and Daphnes. The railway journey 
required strictly one hour, but it was made nearly tlirep ; 
by the omnibus jounicys to and from stations, tho pre- 
liminary, and the consequent formalities. Our passport 
I W’os examiued both in leaving Verona and in entering 
I Mantua. One fact in the return is sufficient to shew 
i the small value set upon time in that part of the w^orld; 

I the omnibuses commenced their round of the hotels 
j in Mantua for the taking up of passengers atdialf-p^At 
i four, and wore off on their way oUt pf town at a quarter ^ 

: to five, for a train which was to start from the station;^ 
{ ^— a mile afid a half distant-^at six. This was more ,' 
! frTO thto^ w strictly nebessuy ; hut the t^^aibn^ 
[ Wppeared^^whdh'- ■W: -'-Ihimd-- the-'d>mnibusiB#:^'iii ..time,' to'v 
i;xe(xnve'aM:ei^ .thoj^ssenj^ 

I'Canie in from,:Ybr^ 

[nunutps-^ji^J^lyb 

j ■ ■ ■■ 
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xaro on these Tullwnyy, Tho oontlhcntaUst is not in 
a hurry, and ho does bM object to being treated with a 
kind of military rigour by tho odtciols : he appears 
thus to benefit in point of security for Ufis and limb. 
Tlio Knglishmaa gtUdges to misspcmd a miuifto, and ho 
oceosionally gets unashod. It is now indeed generally 
assorted that tho appalling frequency of wdlway acd- 
dents In England Is owing cliiefly, if not solely, to the 
insufflideney of attendance or to culpable negligence; 
but Wo can entertain no doubt that, other things being 
oquah the ratio of accidents must coincide in some 
degree wljth the huny of tlie procedure, (hio feels on 
a continental railway that he is treated like a slave, or 
perhaps it wiuild be more correct to say tlial ho is 
treated /fh a pat cel; but he also feels that he is all but 
certain of coming safe to his journey’s end. 

Pa88j;)ortB have been touched ui>un. It is a terrible 
business to the Englisli continental traveller, forming 
a subject of iinviety and trouble, and a cause of exi)ense 
at every place he cometf to. lie never can be sale for 
a moment without it ; and yet it must o<*casionaUy ho 
parted with in order to be examined by the police. 
Itclurniug to Berlin from a lbri*n(»un's visit to Potsdam, 
we lately found a cordon of soldiers drawn up across 
the pbitform, and all tin* pasheng(*rs Inul to shew llieir 
passports before bMiig allowed to lt‘avo^Hlie btution. 
Our own passport l)eing at this time in the hands of 
the police, we sliould probably linvt^ been in some difll- 
culty here hml it not been for our vommuisiomwv, who 
contrived to make his own certiiieatc pass for us aKo. 
Wial would our Loudcwi holiday-makers think if they 
could not visit Windsor without a similar d(*teiitioii on 
their return to the Paddington station? The striel- 
nCss is at present greatest in the Austrian dominions. 
At Vienna we wished to go to Pre&burg to visit an 
English fiicnd who lives there. It is a two hours* 
journey; but it cost us a considcrnble part of tlie 
previous day to make tw'o attendances at the poliee- 
ofllce, ill onler to give tho ixplanat ions n(»eessary before 
obtaining permission to go. Ihdug subsequently loo 
late in our np])licatlon at the jmlice-oflice for our 
passport wV for Trieste, we had to wait an extra day 
in Vienna in onler to obtain the doeumeni. By a 
similar overbiglit, the consequence ^f misunderstanding 
an ofiicial, we had to wait a day in 'J'rieHle befijre 
getting pc'rinisNion to go to Venice. I'hus we lost two 
days out of five through this tiouhlcbonie formality — a 
considerable loss in money to a part> of thnv jH^rsons, 
but a greater loss in tedium and ill -humour, hiieh 
things are gn*al drawbacks from the pleasures of a 
eontinental journey. In the Austrian railw^ays one or 
two officers wearing their swords come in iit the second- 
last station, and before the final stoppage of tlie train 
go through tlie carriages from end 1r) end, examining 
tho passports of the paswuigers. The jioor pass(»iigpr.s 
always api>carcd to us to have a sadly cowed icMik 
while uncler this process. Jt was a particularly painful 
8]>ectacle in Hungary and Lombanly, w'here every- 
body knows that the people are kept down purely by 
military force. Wo may hero remark tliat the 
Austrian railways are altogether in the hands of the 
government, whiidi contemplates a primary utility for 
them as moans of transporting troops tlirough its 
disafVbctod ]irovincc8. Tho filling up <if a space, where a 
mountainous tract has to l>e cnissed, is a stupendous 
piece of ridlway engineering* In passing along in the 
omnibuses, which at present form a provisional mode 
of trauBpori^ one sees tlie sections and bigdgings tbr tlie 
line at an aftlal height on the rou(^ woody 

Ide, and ruficetB how powerful must he 
Vn which compels a government notoriously 
sed to push on so mepensivo a work* Mean- 
e the tmrailed Intervals of the space are all 
iirnished with elegtric iincB fi>r the communioatfon of 
intelligence. It is curious to see the poles stretching 
across a moorland tract where there is no railw^y^ and 


aometimes, for the sake of short cuts, not vexy near 
to the post^road. 

There is one comfiirt pretty general on the continent 
for which the traveller feels himself in a great measure 
indebted to the rigid system of administrative discipline 
by wlilch so many matters are conducted : we allude 
to the street carriages, which are alrac^st every wdiero 
tmder s^h regulations that attempts to overcliargc 
are nearly prevented. The one arrangement above all 
others conducive to this good end is, making tlie cliargo 
depend^ on time. Obviously, while there may bo 
groat doubt about the distance which a street carriage 
has travelled, there need be none about the time 
occujftcd in llie course. Wo accordingly ioimd in tho 
cities whore this plan prevails, that we could settle 
with the drivers of 8trt*et carriages in an amicable spirit 
and without an approach to dispute, thus avoiding that 
w(wry to which every stranger in our English cities is 
subjected in dc.iling with that class of men. Wc would 
instance BiTlin and Baden-Badim as places where the 
timo-systeni, with some little fortification from other 
reguhitioiisy* wprks particularly >vell. Is it beyond 
hojH^ that a syhU'm founded on tho liest continental 
exp(*rience roultl he introduced in England ? Wo 
hardly know any d(^partuicnt of public service in which 
there is more need for reform than this. In Berlin the 
charge for (»no or two persons by a one-horbo carriage* 
is sixpence for a quarter of an lioiir, and one- and -six- 
pence for an hour. An additional person pays a half 
more. 

Tho physical distinction between the contiiu'iit and 
England which most strikes a traveller is with respect j 
to tiio atmobphere. A native .of our cloudy island feels 
exhilarated by tho pure, dry, blue air which envelops 
him abroad. There is a lustrous brightness over even 
city objects which one ne\ er bees at home. We feel 
the air to he a fine medium in vhich we are halliing — 
a novel aiul most pleasing sensation. If is distressing 
in central JOuropo to observe^ the extent to which, in 
towns, the natives }M>rsist in drugging their l>cnutifiil 
atmosphere u ith tobacco -smoke. Ilio (lernian seems 
ns if be woulil never willingly part with bis pipe or 
cigar. He iadulges his pi*oi>ensity witliout dclic*acy 
towards women or strangers — at all l^ours and scabons: 
we have seen him keep tho pijH* in Ioh mouth in situa- 
tions of difficulty, or while engaged in work, vilien an 
EugUshmun would liavc deemi^d it necessary to be fn e 
of ull cucumbraneos whnt'evor. Wliile conversing >\ith 
liim you feel bis breath like the air fiom an old dibuso(l 
eliimncy, ns if his windpipe wi’re cased with aiieient 
soot all the way down. Throughout Austri.i you can 
enter no public carriage w here you are safe from the 
persecution of lolmceo binoke, nor can you unywheie 
SL*cun» an exemption from it in filivour of any K'ulics in 
your charge. Political feeding has bitely effi'cted in 
Ijombardy a reform which probably refinement eould 
never have accomplibhc<l — the people having genci’nliy 
I abandoned the use of tobneco out of hatred for the 
govemmont, which derives a revi'iiue from the article. 
Would that some giniilar gubt of sentiment would 
hauish the nuisanee from other dominions of the House* 
of Ilapsbtirg! One quickly perceives liow^ smokin/t 
aci'ords wdth the deliberate babits of tin* Ocrninn. 
Being never in a hurry, ho has time to smoke ; and 
Ixnng doV<|ted to smoking, lie can do nothinu expedi- 
tiously. It is a prominent feature of (►ontimmtal life 
all througb the season of travel, that multitudes of 
well-dressed men aro continuidly seen sitting in the 
open air in front of tho Ostablishments called rafts. 
They generally content themselves with some ^ely 
innocent liqnar-^cpfibe or eau suerd; *md thus pro- 
vided, with g newspaper, and a few neighbours to 
converse with, they wiU sit for hours, as if they 
had no^bnsiness to call them elsewhere. We at one 
time felt pleased with the sight of so many pt'opU* 
making themselves happy with such simple things; I 


Uut WQ hat« latterly begun to tbl^ the 
very creditable. To bo contented with an amuse*; 
ment so puerile, so insipid, and ^ #&iP, marks, we 
should say, some default iU: tbu The 

mcu vrho spend much of th^ timu ^ 
to some extent neglect their ;aiRto can have 

little time besides for impi^Ying their minds by study. 
They cannot l)c a progi^jisiVe people. There is a 
vicious circle in politics. If a people has n9 share in 
ruling, its mental calibre becomes or remains contracted; 
and while its mental calibre is contrOcted, it <^Lunot be 
fit for any share in the governihent. To tnis total 
inaptitude and inexperience in whidi the continental 
nations liaye hitherto been kept by their gQvemtxdbts — 
as if it were necessary to treat men in all situations 
and throughout all time as children—must mainly be 
attributed the sad faUure of the democratic movement 
all over Europe in 1848^9, by which, to all appearance, 
improvement has been put back for a generation. But 
this is rather a serious corollary to draw from a few 
remarks on the custom of dawdling over em suerk; 
and as our r6U is not politics, it would werhaps Ikj best 
to say no more on the subject. 

One general J^inark that arises in our minds from a 
pretty long continental excuteion is, that though there 
is much to be pleased with in wliat one eats and drinks 
and hears and sees and feels when abroad, there is yet 
a felicity ^in the condition of England which may well 
make an* Englishman content with lus own country. 
We have a kindly regard for all neighl^niriug countries 
and people, and are no bigots on any point; but 
commend us after all to the tight little island I 


RAMBBES m SEARCH OF WILD-FLOWERS. 

OCTOBER. 

I MUST now beg to introduce those who have l>een so 
far contpahioiis in my rambles to some friends who had 
at this time jollied me in my solitude^ and who will 
aa^omliany us in a walk to the bogs where I formerly 
found tlie Equuetum sylvaticum. These were a belovcni 
brother, who had come to pass a day or two with me, 
and his intclHgcnt and merry little son, of about eleven 
years old, who had accompanied him; and as if to make 
all things aroimd me seem bright and Joyous, my own 
dear invalid charge had sufficiently recovered to be 
able, iinder certain restrictions, to sliaro^ur pleasure, 
and to go at least part of the way with u* The special 
olyect of this ramble was to shew to the new-comers 
the beautiful sight of the flowering fern {Osmunda 
now just in perfection. 

It was a glowing day — one of tho*o very hot morn- 
ings which sometimes burst forth to gild the autumn; 
yet, os we ascended the hill and crossed the heatl),. the 
never -ftiiling sea-breeze relieved tlie ardent beat, so as 
to enable us much to eiyoy our wsilk, as we lingered on 
our way — lionising the ground as we went— now pointing 
out to our interested friends the different beauties of 
the scenery, and the exquisite yiow:8 of tlio deei^ 
sea, which from time to time opened bn us ; and then 
diversifying tlie scene by eating some biackberxies, 
or searching out Jrelica of auch rare plants as still 
romalnod, spreading &ir almost faded beauties aniong 
the decaying leaves-^in like manner ^ we sbmotimes 
see a few of those gems of person pr mhid wbi^^^^ 
adorned youth oUtUving the wear and tear df t^e wbrldi 
and cml>cllishing the latter yetui of pds- 

strssor. But as the relics of 
found in ■sheltered 
nor irind^has-had 
■ ornanibnts.' of ibody. Pi* .mind" most;, 


been cast - 

- patl^ Jife^irhere nature has not bobri 

and her blossoming i^itlb^ ijibree^ 

the gia^ Worldly adulation and pi^pieHty^ nor 
; checked by the biting blasts of undue dlscourai^ment. : - 

Cbattl^, botanising, and berry-eating, we pursued 
our way, a happy group, once more down the sloping 
field, where the cotton-grass still displayed its snowy 
tassels of fibre, and the cross-leaved and purple heaths, 
and the silvery spikes of the pale -lilac ling, still decked 
the ground; and now I had the pleasure of finding the 
pretty^ white beak -rush (Rhynchospora alha)^ which 
grew in profusion all over the face of this bog, though 
wholly unknown in either of the others in the neigh- 
bourhood. The white beak -rush is not a true rush, 
and belongs not to the N. 0* Junceas, in which real 
rushes are placed, but .to the CyperacecEf and has but 
half tbe number of stamens and pistils wliich are to bo 
found in a juncus. It is an elegant little thing. Tlie 
splkclets of white flowers are (lollected so as to form a 
level surface at the summit, and spring from a largo 
floral leaf which overtops the head of flowers ; the 
leaves are .^fijicring and linear, extremely elegant and 
delicate in their groivtli, rising erect ivith a grficeful 
curve, and being very slight And sharp-pointed. The 
whole plant is almost white; and the root, which 
generally comes out of the soft, boggy ground at the 
least pull, is a pretty tube with delicate fibres hanging 
from it, and looking almost like a smkll bulb. The 
bog now displays a great variety of different kinds of 
carex, rush, and phintaius, but it is very wet ; and we 
fiqd that the fatigue of crossing it, and proceeding to 
the marsh in search of the Osmunda, would he too much 
for the strength of my feeble young charge. We were 
loath to leave him, hut his cheerful good -humour maiie 
all easy ; so, settling him on a pleasant bank under tlio 
copious shade of a lofty oak, and providing him with a 
store of rustles to plait, we left him with liis little 
friend to supply him with fresh materials for Iiis work, 
and amuse him with his chat, and puelied briskly on 
to the enclosure, which we found now fairly overgrown 
\rith the beautiful little arborescent sterile spikes of 
the Equisetum sylvalkum, and turning to the right, we 
soon stood directly in front of tlie object of our pursuit. 

But before entering on the description of any one 
individual of that tribe, so full of interest, so curiously 
and beautifiilly diversified in form and structure, tliough 
forming such a united and well-defined family — I mean 
the fern tribe — it may be as well to examine a little in 
detail wdiat arc the most marked characteristics by 
which we may readily know a fern from any other 
plant ; and in so doing we shall he led to observe how 
wonderful and varied are the works of God, and to 
remark fresh instances of that love which provides fojc 
his creatures so many sources of interest and eiyoyr 
ment, and so many wonderful and beautiful objects 
for their admiring study. The most clear and simple 
definition of a fern that I have seen is that given in 
Macgillivray’s condensation of Withering's airangement 
of British plants— a little work so easy to understand, 
so portable, and so cheap, that I would strongly recom- 
mend it to any one. who wishes easily to moke out the 
names of any flowers or plants he may meet with-^it 
is this; * A jplant consisting of a frond (leaf^ wiri^ 
dorsal terminal fhictiflcationf Whenever you . 
with a loaf bearing on its under side rouj^hlsh dark^ 
coloured Sl^t^ whicli you find on investigation contain i> 
seeds, you xnay be sui-e-^whether it is smaU or iarg^ 

• or whatever may be its sbapo-^that it is a fem 
kind OF other. But there are sot% J^lanta^ 

.^OlassOd by.::iiiiost.' botanist '.aS:' ferh|^yaiM|Vy'p^ 

'ate -yek'''not 





■1^3.;:j|ii:fraiV6 a'=;-tea^'M'‘#|fike,'' 
iif l)|wfe' Of the leaf, is one ; n ^eeoiid M 

the lunarm), a pfetty lipie plaist^ 

f^m hkpit' in lieigh^ the rtioAw or 
stem of is\d^^ piipaete leafy 

portiOi^ ahd a spike of fructification; This grot^s in 
many par|is of England, and is found also, though more 
spitibgiy, in Wale^^^ Scotland, 'and Ireland. Magi^l 
properties wore formerly attributed to it. A third 
kind is the adder’s tongue (^Ophmjlosium also 

more abundant in England than in the other divisions 
of Great Bfttahi ; this consists of a single, undivided,, 
and sharp-<p6inted frond, rising so as to form a sliield for 
a spike of fruit adiich springs from the same hollow rachis 
or stem. this spike begins to mature, it grows 

so as to overtop: the leaf, which, when young, formed 
its shelter; and' when perfect, stands as much above 
the frond as below it, displaying a double row of iheAm 
or capsules, which, when the seed is ripcj open trans- 
versely, gape widely, and allow the seed to Ije scattered 
by the winds. When this plant gets abundant it is 
considered a serious injury to the crop of grass, as it 
often covers acres of ground . These three are the only 
British plants which, though called ferns,^o not bear 
thpir fruit on some part of the back of the maf. 

Ferns difter widely in their size, form, and the 
situation where they grow. There are some of which 
the fronds are three or more fret in length, elegantly 
cut mid divided — os the brachen (Pterh aquiUna\ the 
shield ferns, &c. There are others where the leaf 
is straight at the edge, and uncut, from three or 
four inches to a foot or more in length : of these is 
the elegant glossy hart’s tongue (^Scolopendrium vulgare)^ 
so abundant around fountains and spring- heads, ns 
VeU as drooping in huge clusters on the hedges ‘in 
shady places, Of which DioBcorldes tells us that, ‘being 
drunlce in wine, it is a rcmcdic against the bitings 
. of sefpentes.* Then there is the imlypody, formed 
of leaves cut iii even to the very midrib with alter- 
nate divisions, the back of its leaf ornamented by a 
double row of yellow, bead-like theca?, and growing 
in beautiful tufts in uU directions. From the top of 
old walls, out of the fissures of agpd oaks, or on the 
surface Of the weather-beaten rock, there the year 
through may Ikj found the graceful polypody in droop- 
ing clusters; for the fronds thrown up in May and June 
are nmtured by September, and retain their vigour 
and beauty until those of the succeeding year make 
their appearance. But to give an idea of half the 
varieties of ferns which exist even in these islands 
would be impossible in the limited spiice which 1 can 
allot to that purpose: it must therefore suffice to say, 

: that: tiiough there are some species so large as I' have 
beffi]^ stated; there arc others most diminutive; that 
some sorts may lie found on the crests of the 
there are others which luxuriate 
aione In the shcltcrtnl woods and lanes which intersect 
the land; some, such as raanyofthespleenwort8(Aswfe- 
ntWts), abounding on old walls; ruins, and churches, 

. where, mixed with ' the scaly - leaved hart’s tongue 
: rare in the midland and 

nortli^n counties, though so : very plentiful in the 
south* weatern^ they beds of the dliest: 

mortna^ stonework wUh their /bfllliimt 
verdure ? ; whijte^ lovely ’ w ill flourish ohljr 

'thp ' wutdrfatt. . ■'cea.selessly ■'drbM . 

in' a. drlpping'nti&;- 

btighthessv 

^ mmism 


oifi# matt^f on are'isnnsidemd 

afid len^ is so called from being 

paNB^^ared iV^ veneris, a plant of 

pOc^ral imd and Osmunda regaJis 

nSS been em successfully for the rickets. The 
common bracks (Pirerfr ag^t'hna) and the male shield- 
fern (Aspidiuitt filix was) have "even been used in the 
manufacUtre of beer— at least so Lindley states, and we 
emmot have better authority— as 'A fragi'ans- 
has been as a flubstitute for tea. The people of Tas- 
mania mast and eat the root of ono species of fern 
for b)*ad with the fleslv of the kmigaroo. 

BiijK I must not allow myself to dwell longer on the 
aubj^ of ferns in general ; but having given a few of 
the leading characteristics of the tribe, we must now 
return to the little, enclosure wbu^ the Osmwidu regdiis 
a%vait8 us. The generic nanie bf ibis family, Osmunda, 
is said to bo of northern brigin, and to be so named on 
account of its potency iii medicine, Osmwiider was one 
of the names of Thbr, a Celtic divinity ; and 
Anglo-Saxon is expressive of force or power, ! It is the 
finest of all our species of British ferns, and indeed 
there w'as no need of ihinutc investigation in seeking 
for it : high- arching over our heads rose the proud 
fronds of this ‘flower-crowned prince of 'English ferns.’ 
The whole hedge was a mass of frondS-^sonib in full 
fruit, others robed only in the fairy green, which decks 
the sterile branches, absolutely glittering with beauty, 
and rising from the foot to the crown of the hedge in 
massive luxuriance ; the upper ones, standing high ' 
above our heads; being in themselves both sterile and 
fertile fronds, froin six to eight feet in length, and 
raised on a bank some feet high, which tliey amply 
clothed; ind<H?d they so intersected the vW'hol^^ hedge 
for some yards of its length as to appear to form its 
main substance. 

If you, my reader, have ever felt that sort of 
cnthushwitic feeling which leads you to a sort of per- 
sonal appropriation of the scenery or objects of 
nature or art which happj^U to ho nenr your dwellmg, 
making it all seem as if it wUrb really your own, and 
you yourself were answerable for its making a good 
appearance, and justifying your clescriptloiv of its 
beauties, you will perhaps bo able to enter into the 
proud feeling of exultant success which possessed me 
ivhcn standing before this splendid grouj^ of foliage I 
saw at a glance that it more than answered the expec- 
tation I had raised in the miiicl of my companion; and 
observed thoii#lca8ure with wdiich he selected two or 
three of the ^aiit fronds, traced the stems to the point 
where they sprung from the rAwowia— the part lietw'cen 
the stem, or rachis, and the root— ^and cut them. One 
'measured more than seven feet, and the of fruit 
was, I should sof^, not less than twelve or fourteen 
inches in lengthy the rest falling little short of like 
dimensions, Osmunda rcgalis differs from the Usual 
habit of others of its order iii its mode of fructification, 
which approaches more nearly to that of Xhfi EqHvtetarea>, 
its thcQSs or seed-vessels being gathered into a terminal 
spike, or rather ciustiu' of spikes, instead of being, ns 1 
have said is usual with most ferns, disposed on the 
lutder side of the leijiflbts. The frond of the Osmunda 
is Ihieor and pinnate; there or five imir of 

pmn® or JekfletSf and of a clear, 

vivid tint. 

The J^X or is composed 

ripf its spikes that of the sterile bears 
/green./katieteft^^^^^^ not .-..■unusual' .to . 

■find:'.s<Hue';'.ofV:'tJiib".J^^ -base of' the ■ 

.•»pike;.:Ohly;;:pili|li^^ .and pre- 

seiS:tihir';an':-e3^ '\.This arises from the 

'■tiWcMe- thOimargiri -of ■■ cohtracted leaves. 

calls it ■ ‘'Osmund the 
; I have, m)t- been able- 

not doubt that' ill ere 


wbioU led: to ^tlie root: ifli-: 

-great: and tliicke, folded, and covert nnui^ 

scales and intcrlacii^::root 0 ^ liayini|^: |^ tVo middle of 
the great and hard woodjr paiik their^ 
wluteness, which lias been i^lcd tV 
the waterman. The ro^, and espeoiaUy the heart or 
middle part tliereo£| boyica or el^ stan^ed, .and taken 
with some kinde of liquor, is thought to good for 
those tliat arc wounded, dry-beaten, or bruised — that 
have fallen from some high place; and for the same 
cause the empiricks doe put it in decoctions, ighicli the 
later physitians dcH^ call wotthd-drinkes. Some take it 
to be so effectual and of so greate a vertuc that it can 
dissolve cluttered blood remmniug in any iiiwaidm part 
of the body, and that it ale^ can expcll or drive it out 
by the wound.* 

It is exceedingly diiRcult to get this < great and 
thicke root * out ^ih the bog in which it grows. A 
collector gave me on amusing account of the manner 
in which he liaiV long in vmn assailed It, as, in con- 
sequence of there being no resistance in the soil, his 
sp^e failed to aet on the root, and gayn way under the 
pressurcr— a result: likely to overthrow him in the mire. 
He, however, succeeded at last in securing a piece by 
getting the spade fairly under the root, and so lifting 
it out, conveyed it safe to his fernery, wlicrc, with some 
two dozen other species, collected from various parts of 
England, it ivas happily Nourishing and bearing its 
fruit a year after its removal. This fern, though usually 
erect in its growth, sometimes, when it grows near the 
water’s edge, assumes a pendent Character. Newman 
says: * I noticed a beautiful instance of this when at 
Killamey, where it compietely fringes the river between 
the lakes, and certainly forms a. most prominent feature 
in that lovely but neglected portion of Killarney’s far- 
L famed scenery. So altered is the usual character of 
this fern, that its long fronds arch gracefully over, and 
dig thdr masses of seed in the crystal water ; whilst ^ 
the saucy coots, from beneath the canopy it affords them, | 
gaze fearlessly on the visitors who are continually 
passing by.’ The whole aspect of the plant is most 
noble and majestic^ Hooker records that Mr Stewart 
Murray measured a tuft of its fronds on the banks of 
the Qlyde^ Vfliich, from the base to the apex, measured 
eleven feet and a half in height. Impressions of the 
leaves of Osmmda are, according to Withering, fre- 
quent in the nodules of ironstone found in Coalbrook- 
daie, Salop. He says it is the only spedos of an 
indigenous vegetable which he h^ ever discovered in 
a fossil state; adding, that all the other impressions 
of Nlices which he has found qn ironstone seem to be 
those of American plants ; but remarking, however, 
that OsmaWa is also a native of Virginia. He tells 
us a curious fact*— namely, that ‘this plant, though 
before not to bo found for many miles around Bir- 
, minghnm, in the year 1803 appeared on an archery 
butt bn Moselay Common, artificially raised with mud 
from a deep pit, in which the seeds had probably lain 
for a length of time. It continiied to Nourish so long 
as the butt remained.’ 

The singular phenomena which exist connected ulih 
the vegetative power in seeds require but observation 
to strike evf?ry mind with >yonder and admiration. 

‘ Som(»,* says Withering, ‘lose their vital principle by 
being kei)t out of th^ ground oven for a short time after 
riptining ; whilst; others may be the wprkj, 

and exposed to every vtcissitudb pf ctlmate, or even be 
buried for ages in the eartlv#d yet yegetate with 
first favourable opportunityAv sprii^ Up on 

any soil or iq atiy aspect ; whilst others 'sya}t> lying 
dormant till sbnie sdN or rpoting-place to wj^^ thby 
have affinity is presented to them, wheN they at onco 
put foyth; their energies, at^ becorrib vigort^^j^ 
Wlioat, taken ftom the mu4a||||B. $0^ 

years old,: has been knovrip - to vej^tatc freelyt^’^^ 
cuttings for railroads or other pui^es, to be ;|pe^%; 


with plants of species before :un](;nownfin: their 
U^gllbburlwocl, as in the cuttmgs at 
plants of the, brittle fern ( ■ were 
ibun4 a« :;if aprung f^ seeds which had lain idonnant 
perhaps for a not being, as I , keve been 

told, beto known in that locality, the OswuUcfei;. 
seems to oe widely distributed over the kingdom, yet it 
is not generally well known. Fi-obably the fact of its 
growing only in bog-eartli may account for tins, as few 
people are in the habit of visiting wet bogs; yet it 
is well worth wlnle to do so, if only for the sake of 
becoming acquainted with this noble plant. It is said 
that gir Walter Scott, when visiting Killamey, seemed 
unmoved and unadmiriug until coming to a part of the 
scenery where this fern abounds and takes a drooping 
character, gracefully arching in large tufts over the 
water, and forming a shelter for many aquatic birds, 
he slopped the boatmen, and exclaimed — ‘ is 
worth coining to see I ’ '.riic fronds when they first 
apjicar are of a salmon hue, and, until matured, con- 
tinue somewhat of a reddish colour. They are of very 
rapid growth, and each root bears from six to twelve 
fronds, two or three of which would form an ample 
shade from the sun for a tall man; and, indeed, wo 
ourstdves found those \vc had gathered most useful for * 
that purpose as w'o -walked homewards. 

We now, having secured our main object, began to think 
of returning to those whom we hod left on the other side 
the hog ; but as we retraced our steps, we found other 
objects of interest. On the turfy bunks of the hedges, 
rising from the sloping sides of ditches, on the ramparts 
of earth which separated the enclosures— all round us, 
feathering tlie ground with its elegant foliage of the 
nuist vivid green, we found that pretty and grocetYil 
fern, wdiich, though generally distributed throughout 
our land, is much less frc(iuent in the southern than 
in the northern counties, as indeed its name would 
indicate ; ns it is called the northern hard fern {Lomaria 
spicant') Every fern has a root — a riiizoma — which is 
the part between the root and the stem, and which 
corresponds to the trunk in a tree, and is in fact that 
which in the tree-ferns of tropical countries forms the 
trunk; — and, a stem or rachis from which the loaficts 
spring. Now the roots in the hard fern are black, 
tough, and wiry ; the rhizoma is tufted — that is, above 
ground — and hairy ; the rachis of tlie fertile frond dark 
imrple, smooth, and shining ; whilst that of the sterile 
is green ; the fertile frond is linear and pinnatified— 
that is, once cut, and pointed at the apex. It grows very 
erect, and is often a foot and a half or more in length, 
the hack being thickly loaded with capsules, lying so. 
close together that none of the substance of the le^ is 
to be seen. The barren frond is not so erect, wider 
and shorter, of a brighter green, and wholly without 
capsules. The aiq>earanco of this and some other ferns 
would puzzle those who are not aw'are that some plants 
of that order produce both barren and fertile fronds 
from the same root and at the same time. The beautiful 
parsley-leaved fern (/IZ/osoras which so richly 

decorates those masses of stone which hang about the 
mountains in the Lake and other northern districts, and 
may be found springing from the crevices in old stone- 
walls, is one In which the fertUc and barren spikes are 
found at tlie same time and on the same root ; and the 
beautiful maiden.- hair {Adiantum capiilus veneri$), so 
rare in England, is another. Tins most elegant species 
is to bo fotuid at Ilfracombe, in Devonshire, and iiv two 
or three spotj in Cornwall. I have also heard df i^ants 
being jbund near Brixhara, iif South Devon ; but the : 
incoiisidcratencss of collectors has been such, tlmt : 
where it used ;to grow abundantly it is now difficult t6 
find specimeus» . In the South Isles of Arran ; i$» hpwi' 

. ever, abounds;: to such an extent that ft 
iiihabimnt8''gaHierIt .and ^use it os tea. /.■ ' ■ 

:.::'.And SQ^::|ifter' a.'Ieugthened : ramble, 'com^ 
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l^B ai^ii|]^ seasbli begins in London with the very 
first disk,ppearancb of frost and the first blush of blue 
sky in the bofiyens ; and, with comparatively few excep- 
^unda^ and holidays are the only days of sport. 
The young angler lx»gins liis career in the 8\irroy ®anal, 
the . Qrond junction Canal, or the New River, which- 
I ever happens to bo nearest to the place of his abcKle. 

I His first apparatus is a willow-wand, bought at the 
baskotmakcr*8 for a penny, and a roach-Une for five- 
pence more. A sixpenny outfit satisfies his mo<iest 
anibitipii; and thus equipped he sallies forth to feed— 
not the fishes — them he invariably frightens away — but 
bimself, with the delusive hpi)e of catching them. The 
blue -bottles have not yet loft their winter quarters, 
and ‘ gentles* or maggots are not yet to be had ; so he 
^has recourse to kneaded bread or paste, liojang to 

■ beguile his prqy with a vegetable diet. order that 
I the fishes may be duly apprised of the entertainment 

prepared for them, he crams his trousers-pockets with 
gravel, which he industriously scatters upon his float 
as it sails down the stream, doubtless impressed with 
the notion that the whole finny tribe within hearing 
will swarm beneath the stoiiy shower to take their 
choice of the -descending blessings, and finding, his btiit 
aniong them, give it the preference, and sw'allow it as a 
matter of course. Tlie theory seems a very plausible 
one ; but we cannot say that in practice, though wit- 
nessing it a thousand times, we ever saw it succeed. 
IjW sake of something like an estimate of the 
amount of sucu^ess among the juvenile anglers of this 
class, we lau^ly watched .the operations of a group 
of nearly thirty of them for two hours, but failed in 
deriving miy data for a calculation, as not a fin appeared 
above water the whole time. With tlic exception of a 
tew * stimnin* bites,* and one ‘ rippiu’ wailopper,* whitdi 
w'M pr(K;laitned to have carried ofiT a boy’s hook, there 
wax no indication of sport beyond that afforded by the 
l)arty tliemselves. 

When tlio suii, bountiful to sportsmen, begins, as 
Shakspeare has ‘ to breed maggots in a dead dog,* a 
new and superior race of anglers appears upon the mar- 
gin of the waters. The dead dogs then have their day, 
and are now carefully collected from holes and corners 
by the makers and venders of fishing-tackle, aiid com- 
fortably swaddled in bran, wliere they lie till their 
boiios ore white, originating * gentles* through the live- 
■long summer for the use of the devotees of angling. 
Now we see something like tackle deserving the 
name ; capitalists who think nothing of a crown, ay, 
or a |K)und either, by way of outfit; rods of real 
bamboo, straight as an arrow, and fifteen or twenty 
feet long; floats of porcupine quill, and lines of China 
tw^st; bait -boxes, fisb-cw, and belted biiskets, and 
ail the paraphernalia of the contemplative recreation 
OppOitF tippu the banks ; but still no fish, or nothiiig 
lar^r; riian what a half-pound trout would gobble up 
in his: pro#lings tJiroUgh ^me country stteam for 
; breakf^t^ : AH the8b mighty preparations are made 
against a wliich a full-sized spntt 

wbUld^^^^ triton immng the minnows. Not one 
Cockh^ i^rtsnt^ ::H ^ Sxpusand has ever Seen a 
trout Ukely to be piiJled 

/into .<buple.,ctf pb'imdsVweight':' 

yss ■Miipi^'^'e'fish oid;..ireFe;be.'iby any.tnirade.'dc^ 
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paper tp; bed at aboi^t t^ P*g 1^ instead of ^ing 
home to his own afte^ri a^W of unremitting toil, he 
I had set off for Hothspy by:pc^^ where, perching 
IdUii^lf upon a from three in the 

moriiing tiU sei^n at nig^^ for small fry at a 

I bend in the New Biver. IBs basket was w ell stuffed — 

I with grass ; among which he pointed cxultingly to four 
I or five Uttle sUyery viotims, t^'hose united weight would 
I have kicked the beam against a quarter of a pound. 

I And yet CJhariey thought himself successful ; and so 
I ho wa^i^dl comparison with the ayerage of New-River 
anglers."^ 

But we must ascend in the scale in order to do fair 
justice to our subject, and take a glance at the angling 
establishments in the neighbourhood of London, where 
good-sized fish are really caught, or, as the phrase in, 
‘ killed ;* and whore, in order that there may bo no 
doubt about it, their skins arci plentifully vdmlshed and 
preserved as evidenco 'of the fact. Upon the banks 
of the several rivers that empty themselves into the 
Thames at various points in the vicinity of I^ndon 
there are numerous establishments of this kind. We 
shall sketch one Where we have before now pass(jd a 
delicious day in the .enjoyment of the doles fc^ itknte^ 
and which will serve very well as a sample of the whole. 

Wo mount upon an oninibiis, and driving four or 
five miles through the suburbs in a north-easterly 
direction, are set down at a turnpike-gate in a neat, 
tree - sprinkled village. Leavhig the village to the 
west, wo take the turnpike -road, which leads in a 
direct line to the river, where, at the distance of half 
a mile from the village, it is crossed by a substantial 
and . handsome bridge. Traversing the bridge, we 
turn to the right after a passage of a few score paces, 
^id enter, through neatly -trimmed walks, upon the 
grounds and gardens of a country inn. Covered setts 
and rustic alcoves-— arbours, and quiet, snug, leafy 
retreats, abound in the gardens and grounds which 
abut upon the riveris brink. The water foams and 
dashes with the unceasing noise of a cataract over a 
series of wooden dnins, erected to divert the main 
current into a new channel for the purposes of naviga- 
tion — the old bed of the river being tliat rented by the 
proprietor of the inn, and by him strictly preserved for 
the delectation of Ms patrons, the amateur anglers of 
t)m metropolis, Let us enter tlie house, and proceeding 
up stairs to the piscatory sanctum, look around us 
while we impinge upon a little of the landlord’s unex- 
ceptionable ale. Here we are in the very paradise of 
the London anglers, and surrounded with the trophies 
of their emming and patience, ranged in glass-aises, and 
labelled with the weight of the immortalised victims 
and the liames of their fortunate captors. Here it is 
recorded, for tlie instruction of future generations, that 
a gudgeon of seven inches tlir^-eighths in length, and 
five ounces ten drachms in weight, was captured by the 
redoubtable I)ubbs ; of Street, oti the 6th of 

August 1839 ; and though i>ubbs bimself, for aught we 
know, may Ipiig since havebeen gathered to his fiitlicrs, 
the wide -mouthed witness of the fact, the gudgeon 
Mmsolf, still hangs in the ^htre of his glass-case, 
suspended Uko Mohammed’s heaven and 

earth, to bear wrpotual testlmOfiy^v^ Ms prowess, 
bonder is a perch of three pc^ds i^ Stubbs of 

UittM .BritMu; jMd ab^ marvellously chubby 

f^jub, caught by Bubb el the street Clilled Orub. These 
memorials of past acMev^ments nojl^ubt have their 
dne ihflu^nc^^d urge the rising of the angle 

to emulate their gi^t fofeyuimers. One whole side of 
the diningrrCom^^^ out in lockers 

large ena^isijgh to oontain^^: necess^ tackle aiid 

apparatus; and eaCh k^^ bears 

iibe name of tlie amatein: W belong. 
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: dosimti^, Ridding ^ alacrity. IJo never aima at a 
bird oi^ the \ivingf ^hct iw he can help it, pulls 
the trigjfef #lihoht securing a convenient retting- 

§ Oe«*^';3^ii* ; to long bar^^ With all these precautions 
himself fortunate if he kills once out of 
into. times J and aU the dead sparrows ho carries 4)ome 
coit him at least ten times their weight in lead. We 
have met him more than once in the custody of iho 
poticemah^ marching oif to the siatiou for sending shot 
through cottage windows, or leaping garden -fences 
after maimed sparrows. It is fortunate for the public 
that his recreation is generally ov<^ early in the day. 
By one o’clock the public ‘■house is oi)eii, and even 
though Ills ammunition be not by that time all shot 
away, as is generally the case, he cannot resist the vision 
of the pewter-pot, which rises before his imagination 
as the destined hour draws near. Sometimes a %vild 
ambition seizes him : lie wiU learn to shooS^ying, and 
then you may percliance come upon him in some retired 
field under Highgatr Hill, in company with some con- 
genial spirit, tumiahed with a luckless pigeon tied by 
tho’ leg, at which these considerate sportsmen fiiu by 
turns, as the miserable bird rises in the air to the 
length of the string. The last time we witnessed this 
delectable sport, the string was S(?vered by tlie twdntietli 
discharge, an4 the un wounded bird got clear bt!', to the 
mortal chagrin of the pair of brutes. 

The purlieus of Whitechapel and some other districts 
of London are yet disgraced by the disgustingly-cruel 
and senseless exhibitions of dog-fights, badger-baitings, 
and rat ••slaughters; in which latter spoctaelG of bar- 
barity certain w’retchea In human shape, envious of the 
tepntfttibii of the. celebrated dog Billy, have aspired to 
emulate his exploits, and aro actually seen to enter the 
arena with a hundred or more live rats, which they are 
backed, or back themselves, to kill with their teeth 
alone in a given time! The cockpit, too, yet survives, 
fWi mains aro fouglh; in secret and out of car-shot of 
the Society for the Suppression of Cruelty to Animals. 
Uliese. and similar bnitalities, however—thanks to the 
daWn of a better feeling and a more enlightened self- 
respect among the lower orders — arc very much on 
the wane, and it may be fairly hoped will hardly survive 
the present generation of Cockney sportsmen. 


; CONSPIBACY OF THE CLOCKS. 
Wh*:n Caidinal Montalto assumed the tiara under the 
title of Sixtus V., ho speedily threw off the disguise 
which had enveloped his former life, smoothed the 
"Wrinkles 'firom his now proud forehead, raised his 
piercing eyes— theretofore cautiously veiled by their 
downctist lids •^and made tlie astounded conclave know 
tha^ in place of a d(K!ilc instrument they had eto^ 
tMany glaring abuses existed 

determined to reform, 
it to jtlie nobles, whether foreigners oi 

':u.toto» ■■ whenever they , Went ' out ' 'by- W 

tofoWom^ 

"'^metito? 'npisto';* 

ratUer;tha^;toSwi^i^^ 

when:iamj^ | pij|hj^ 



'i^encontre, Sextus V. resolved 
seized; the,; opportunity 
of ap plto on Enster- 

Next morning afi- oflicial liotico was posted on the 
city walls,: prohibiting every noble without exception 
to by more than twenty attendants. 

kyo^tm#idsp, who sbould himself 

to Oause his ^pwple to tottyj any sort of fire-^j; 
arma^pi^e.t:pistols being espetoilytuentioned), sliould 
thereby inw the penalty, Of ■ notice 

Pasqujp jested, and the nobles laughed) but ho onp 
dared ^0 indulge in bravado, until the following 
incident occurred, . 

Just after the promulgatipii Of the pope’s orders, 
Bauuccio Farnese, the only son of the Duke of Parma, 
arrived in Home. His first ciire Was to wait on the 
new pontiff; and being presented by his uncle, Cardinal 
Farnese, the young prince met the inception due to his 
rank and to his merit. Already his talents and courage 
gave promise of his becoming a worthy successor to 
his father ; and the Homan nobles vied "With each other 
in doing honour to tho heir of one of the richest duchies 
in the pcminsula. On the evening after his arrival he 
was invited by Prince Cesarini to a magnificent bimqiiet. 
Wiiie flowed freely, and the night waxed late, when 
the gay guests btonn to discuss the recent edict of his 
holiness. Sevend wild young spirits, and amongst them 
Kanuccio, declared tliemselves ready to brave it openly. 
Next morning, however, when sobered by sleep, tlioy 
all, "U'ith one exception, judged it expedient to forget 
their bravado. ILinuccio alone felt a strong desire to 
try conclusions with the pop^* Although a feudatory 
of the holy see, ho was not a Homan, and he was. a 
prince. Sixtus V. would probably think twice liefore 
touching a. head that was almost crowned. Besides, 
youths of twenty love adventure, and it is not eveiy 
day that one can enjoy the pleasure of putting n pope 
in a dilemma, Kanuccio, in short, went to the Vatican 
and asked an audience of his holiness. It was mitno- 
diately granted, and the prince, after having, according 
to the custom, knelt three times, managPd adroitly to 
let fall at the very feet of Sixtus a pair of pistols loaded 
to the muzzle. 

Such audacity could not go unpunished. "VVithout a 
moment’s hesitation the pope summoned his guards, 
and ordered them to arrest and convey to Fort Bt 
Angelo tho son of the Duke of Parma, who had just 
condem&ed hini^lf to death. War might be declared 
on the morirow ; an outraged fiither m^ht tomo, aword 
in hand, to demand the life and bf his son. 

What cared Sixtus ? He was resolved to rostofo but a 
corpse.. .. ' 

The news spread quickly : so much audiicity on one 
side and so much hrmness on the other seemed almost 
incredible. Cgtoltial Farnese liastened to tlie Vatican, 
and, falling at the feet of the pope; "with tears in his 
eyes plea<to to cause.:; He spoke of the 

youth l^he culpito ^he ibyaity of hii? father, who 
wto.then inl Fito *he bato^ bf the holy 

,sto:;’';tonatoo..Sto'b^ dayiin'Home— might' 
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law/ ho Bniil, ‘makes no distiuctioxi $ a criminal is a 
criminal, and uothin;:: more. The vicegerent of God 
on earth, my jiistico, like His, must be impartial; nor 
(Urc 1 exercise clemency, which would be noUdng but 
weakness.* 

Tlie carcliniil bent his head and retired. 

Besieged incessantly by fresh supplications from 
various influential q^unrtura, the po ])0 sera for Mon- 
signor Angeli, the governor of Fort St Angelo. To 
him he gave imperative orders, that precisely at 
twi*nty-four o’clock* that evening his illuAriuus pii- 
Boiicr’s head should be struck off. . 

Tlic governor retunied to the castle, and sigsified to 
Ranuccio that he had but two hours to live. Tnc young 
man laughed in his face, and began to oat his supper. 
He could not bring himself to believe that he, the heir- 
apparent of the Duke of Panna, could be seriously 
menaced with death by an obscure monk, w hose only 
title to the pontificate seemed to have been his age and 
decrepitude. Yet speedily the threat seemed to him 
less worthy of derision, when he saw from his window 
a sonfToUl, bearing a hatchet and a btock, in process of 
erection. But who can describe his dismay when Ids 
room was entered by a monk, who came to administer 
tire last rites of the church, follow'od by the executioner, 
asking for his last orders I 

Meantime C.irdinal Fameso was not idle. He con- 
sulted with his friend, (’ount Olivares, ambassador 
fnmi the court of Spsin, and they resolved to attempt 
to obtain by stratagem uhat had been refused to their- 
prayers. 'J’uo jneeious hours remained. 

* Our only plan,* said the cardinal, * is to stop the 
striking of all the public clocks in Rome ! Meantime 
do you oe(‘upy Augedfs attention.* 

His eminence i) 08 seb 80 d great induonco in the city, 
and, morc'ovcr, the control of the public clocks belonged 
to his prerogative. At tlio appointed liour, as if by 
magic-, time changed his noisy course into a silent 
fligid. Tw o ehuks those of St Peter and St Angelo, 
wore put hack t'wonty minutes. Their proximity to 
the piisou required this change, and the eardin.a\'8 
authority secured the inviolable secrecy of evciy one 
concerned in the plot. 

The execution was to be ^VUtc; hut Olivares, in his 
quality of ambassador, was permitted to remain with 
the governor. A single glam^ assured him that the 
(dock was going right— that is to say, that it was quite 
wrong. Already the inner court ^vas tilknl with soldiers 
under anus, and monks chanting the solemn ‘Dies 
Iraj.* K\ erything was prepared save the victim, Oli- 
vares was vith Angcdi, and a scene comTneiicod at once 
terrible and burlesque. The ambassador, in order to 
gain time, began to converse on everj’ imaginable sub- 
ject, but the governor would not listen. 

‘ My orders,* he said, * are imperative. At the first 
stroke of the clock all will be over,* 

* Rut the pope may change his mind.’ Without 
replying the terrible Angeli walked impatiently up 
and down the room, wateldng for the striking of his 
clock. He called; a soldier appeared. ‘Is all pre- 
pared?* All was prepared ; the attendants, like their 
master, were only waiting for the hour. 

‘’Tis strange,* muttered the governor, *I should 
have thought ’ 

‘At least,* interposed Olivarbs, * if you will not delay, 
do not anticipate.' And monsi^or resumed his hasty 
walk between the door and window, listgniug for tlio 
fatal sound whioli the fiiithful tongue of the clock still 
refused to utter. 

Despite of the delay, Imwevcr, the fatal hour ap- 
proached. Ton minutes more, and Ranuocio's fate 
would be scaled. 



* Tn Italy IbQ horns mo reukonod from 1 to S4, eommoAuins at 
sunsut. 


McanMdiilo the cardinal repaired to the poiio. As 
he entered, Sixtus drew out his watch, and Ins « 
eyes sparkled witli revengeful joy. On the testimony 
of that unerring timepiece Hanuocio waa already 
executed^ 

‘What seek you?* asked his holiness. 

‘ The i)0dy of my nephew, that I may convey it to ‘ 
rarmo. At least lot the unhappy boy repose in the 
tomb of his ancestors.* * 

‘ Did he die like a Christian ? * 

‘Like a saint,* cried the canlinal, trembling at a 
moment’s delay. Sixtus V. traced the following words ; 
‘We order our governor of Fort St Angelo to dolivir 
up to his eminence the btxly of Ranuccio h'arnesc.’ 
Having scaled it with the pontifical signet, he gave it 
to the caidinal. 

Arrived at the palace gates, Forncso, agitated between 
fear and hope, haBteiied to demand an cutroiu'e. A 
profound silcnco reigned within, broken only by the 
distant note of the ‘ i)e profundis.* He riishecl towards 
tho court. Was he too late?— lud his stratagem suc<^ 
cccnlcd ? One look would decide. He raised his eyes 
— his nephew still lived. His neck hare, and his 
hands tied, he knelt beside the block, between a pri<'St 
and the executioner, faintly uttering the words of his 
last prajr(r. Suddenly the chanting ceased ; the car- 
dinal fii‘w towards the governor. Kre ho could sp ‘ ik, 
his gestures and his comiton.mc(» lied fur him. 

‘A pardon!— a panlon!* exclaimed Olivari^s. 'J’lie 
solcUi^s shouted. *J’he I'xcculioner began to unloose 
hll victim, uhen a sign from Angeli made him i>ause. 
The governor read and n*ri^ad the missive. 

* Tlie Oodt/ ()i‘ Ranuccio Fnrnese ! * he repeated : ‘ the 
criminal^ name would sulBee. AVliy these words, “ 77i« 

6of/f/ «/’?”* 

‘ AVlmt stops you ? * cried the cardinal, at that perilous 
moment looking paler than his nephew. 

‘Read I* replied Angeli, handing him tho pope’s 

letUT. 

‘is that all?’ said his eminence, forcing a smile and 
pointing to the cluck. ‘J^ook at the Jiour: it still 
wants two minutes of the time, and I received that 
paper from his holiness more than a quarter of an hour 
since.* 

The governor Ijowcd : the argument was irrcsibliblo. 
Ranuccio was given up to his deliverers. A carriage, 
with four fleet lJorse.s, waited outside the prison, and in 
a few moments the (cardinal and the young priiieo wore 
galloping along the road to Parma. Just then the 
clocks of Rome pealed forth in unison, os if rejoicing 
that by their judicious silence they had gained their 
master’s cause. Jt miglit be well if lawyers in our day 
would sometimes follow their example. 

Monsiguor Angeli, as the chronicle relates, was 
rather astonished at the rapid flight of time after his 
prisoner’s departure. In fact, the next hour seemed to 
him as short as its jirodeecssor was long. This jihono- 
menon, duo to the simple system of compensation, u^as 
I ascriln'd by him to the peaceful state of Jiis conscience. 
Although inflexible in tho discharge of what ho esteemed 
his duty, ho was in n^ality a kindhearted man, and felt 
sincere pleasure at ^liat ho honestly believed to bo 
Ranuccio’s pardon. 

On the morrow the Spanish ambassador was tho first 
to congratulate Sixtus V., with admirable sanq /raid, on 
his tnily pious clemency. OUvari^s was only a diplo- 
matist, but ho playod his part as well as if ho hod been 
a cardinal, and made every one believe that ho had 
been the dupe of his acrompljge. Ho had good reasons 
fur ft) acting. His master, Philip XL, seldom jested, 
more ospcci^ly when the subject of the joke was tho 
infallible head of the church ; and ho strongly suspected 
that the clocks of Madrid might prove loss complaisant 
than those at Borne. 

Poor AttgoU was the only sufiurer. For nd other 
crime than that of not wearing a vratchy tho pope 
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deptived him of Ms office, imd iroprlaoned him for some 
time in Fort St Angelo* As to Cardinal Famese, 
renouncing all the pluses and oougmtulations of his 
firJends at Rome, he prudently remained on absentee** 


THINGS TAIiKRD OF IN LONd)ON. 

OetiAer Ittfil. 

The friends of Sir J. Franklin, and all those interested 
in arctic explorations, have boon excited and disap- 
pointed by the recent nows brought fh)m the iK)lar 
regions by Captain reiiiiy* who has come home with 
all hands in good condition. At headqnartore, wjiich 
of coarse moans the Admiralty, the iiiteUigoiico ha^ 
been discusscnl with the usual amount of professional 
Insight and rivalry, and judgment pronounced acoord- 
ingty. Tn order to a i)roi>Cr understanding of the 
quehtion, you must ^K'nuit mo to recapitulate various 
parlicuiars which I have from time to time cotninuni- 
cat(^. Bir James Ross was, as you will remember, 
sent out to look for Franklin in 1848; and such was 
the opinion entertained of Ids nlulities, that c*veiy one 
expected lie would accomplish all or mon' tlun all of 
the work iutrusleil to him. How miserably he failed, 
and how unexiKvtedly and niidesired he c^ine home 
towards the end of 1841), will not soon be firgottcn. 
A general feeling prevailed that ous>ht not to 
Hhandon the search for the long-lost adventurers while 
the slightest hope existed of their being discovered ; 
accordingly the government resolved on a comprehen- 
sive scliome, which should, if possible, finally settle the 
question. The arctic sea wiis to be penetrated from 
the etist and the west. C^^aptain CoUinson was sent out 
with tMO ships— the Enterprise and hiiestiqutor 
January I860, to try wliat could be done by way of 
Behring’s Btniit; one of the vess(‘ls got well up and 
into the ice last antuiuii, and Captain Maclure, iicr 
commander, hoped to pu^h his way far to the eastward 
before winter set in, and intended when fio/eu up to 
scud out walking-parties in the same direction, in the 
hope of falling in with other parties from Hie upfiosite 
quarter. Captain C^oHinaon wintered at Ilong- Ivong, 
and is now probably following on the track of Mnclure. 
The next measure was the cquipimct of the ships 
llebohUe and and the steamers Etomei and 

Jutrepidj forming an expedition of which (kiptaiii Austin 
was appointed chief, mid Captain Ominauey second in 
command. Two other vessels, the Eianklin and 
Sophiti^ were placed under the charge of Captain Penny, 
a whaler of much exiierience anil ubilitj"; Sir John 
Ross came forward to aid the seundi in a ship fittc'd 
out by private enterprise ; and hist, the squadron w as 
increased by two schooners from tlie United Slak*8, , 
sauctiofied by the Amcriemi government. Besides all 
tliesG, Ijiuly Franklin sent out a small ves>el on her 
own account. The ships sailed in April and ^lay of 
last year ; ami after exploring the shores of Lancaster 
Sound and Barrow’s Strait, wiiitertnl at Cornwallis 
Island, having discovered nolliing of the missing cx- 
piiUtion except traces of an encampment at which a 
number of bones and some pieces of i*ope were collected, 
and consideriHj of such value that they were brought 
home to be exatnined. The excitement created by the 
arrival of the Prince Alhettf Lady Franklin’s ship, with 
these relics, and a rumour of a wholesale slaughter of 
Fnglish crews by Bsquimaux, you will probably not 
have for^tten. In the spring of the present year, 
before the ships were released from tl^cir winter 
quarters, several walking- parties wore organisedtand 
sent out to prosecute the search. By these tlie northern 
and soutUorn shores of Barrow^s Btrait were diligently 
explored ; Melyi^ Island and the Winter B arbour m 
Parry wore^l|d|l^ and tlie vicinity explored up to 
100 di>gceea of west longitude, and up to 104 degrees In 

d tihe abovtt is ateidgttl Snom the VroaCh of likUiuaiU Foussi^, 


the latitude of Citte Walker. New land was seen to 
the north-^West, and Orom the discoveries made there is 
reason to believe that Banks Land is continuous with 
the land already known on the south of the strait ; and 
the conclusion appears to bo inevitable that Sir Jolm 
Franklin did not pass to the westward of Wellington 
Channel. It was known^that ho hail thoughts of 
attempting ^this inlet, os Party had seen it on one or 
two occasions clear of ice ; the exploration of it was 
therefore intrusted to Captain Penny as a special task. 
Having fb«ved his way up as for as the ice would 
pi^nnit, lie started with a walking -party to continue 
the scnrclijUnd at eighty miles from the mouth of the 
channelV»amc to a second hroml inlet, dotted with 
islaiuls, Btrclching away to the nortU-vrest, all open 
Avatcr ns far as could be soon, and presenting iiiilica- 
lions of the same to the remotest point of vision. IMns 
was encouraging; but ns nothing could he done without 
a boat, the captain retraced liis &tcp>, niounti'd a boat 
on a sledge, went hock to the new inlet, wliieli ho 
named Vietoria, embarked on it, and, in con) unction 
with his a^s>iBtan48, explored more than JIDO mill s of 
ils shores, when provisions haling, lie was ohligid to 
return once more to his ships. IIeri‘ he iouiid Captain 
Austin, and jiroiiosed to renew the ti irch witli more 
eilicicnt inoaus. It appears, ho we\er, that his wishes 
weie oveiTuled. fkiptain Penny was hound, hy his 
hibtriietions, to return to England thii eutuniri ; and 
has recently arrived, hriiiging with liini a collection of 
rt'lics obtained from Cape Riley, which pio\es to liave 
Kh'U Franklin’s quarters for the wnnier of 18t.’;-4d, 
Tho relics consist of portions of ioik>, pail of an 
old sail with the name Termr stnmjied on it, n cask, 
and a finger-post: the hitter was lying on the groiiiul 
near three graves in wliich Ihrt'e beninen bi longing to 
tho expedition had Ih.*o« buried. Thus all we know 
respecting the viderun Bir »lohn, his colleague (‘ro/ier, 
and their companioiiB is— that they win tend at (hi i>o 
Rllcv during the first winter after tiieir li^'ning 
England; that three of their number died and weie 
buried ; that the ships went away — and then all tiaco 
is*lobt. Since that time six years liave iiassed ; and if 
any of the long-lost party still survive, how p.iTiiful 
imiHt have been their siiffeiiugs from privation, m verily 
of climate, and hope deferred 1 

Captain Austin states in his dispatches lh.it, not 
considering any further ixploration of A\i.llmgtoii 
Channel and its upper waters desirable, bo was 
pn*paring to make bis way to Jones’s Sound at the 
head of Baffin’s Bay, considering it prohalile that 
Franklin may have got to the nortJi-wost hy that 
iquming. Bo far ns is known it lias never yet bwn 
cxplurcxl; and it is considered by those compel ent 
to judge ns affording less pro&i>ect of success tlian i 
appeared in Wellington Chiume). To have abandoned 
the latter seems like throwing aw’-ay the only promising 
opportunity tlmt has hitherto presented itself'; the 
more BO, ns we may believe the oi)eii water discovered 
by Caiitain Penny to bo one margin of the arctic sea 
or polar basin, the existence of wliicli has long been 
known, and more than onco visited hy Rushiuii 
adventurers Ax>m tho coast of Siberia; its diameter 
is about 2600 miles. Across it lies the shortest 
route to Behring’s Strait, and it is possible that 
Franklin, if ho got up Wellington Chunucl to the 
ouen water, may still bo sailing aliout it, trying 
to find an outlet. Wliat attempt will bo made to 
verify this llupposition wo c.annot tell until further 
news come fVom tho north. Bir John Ross, wlu> has 
just reported his rectum, having left the ice on the 13th 
August, brings no additional intelligence : he inclines 
to the opinion that Franklin did not go up Wellington 
Channel, but that he was attacked, os rumoured, by 
the Esquimaux. This again painfully involves the 
question. It is said that Captain Penny lias ofibreil 
to retmm fbrthwith to Weliingtou Clumnd if the 
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Admiralty will groiit liiin a steamer fbi the purpose : 
winter, however, would have set iu befbre he could 
arrive on the spot. « 

This subject has lad me to greater length than 1 
1 n tended . 1 could not, however, close it, without g iring 
you a complete summary of a question which engages 
u more than ordinary dmre of attention, imd so ij^t 
to your indulgence. ' • 

To pass from a cold region to a hot one, let mo say 
a few words about the ftmous Egyptian obelisk, hnown 
to us as * Cleopatra’s Needle,* and to the Arabs, even 
ages ago, as * Pharaoh’s Packing - NckhIIo.* It has 
lather suddenly come to ho a subject of liifk j and the 
ivasoji why upp(>ars to ho briefly as follow^:— Jt is 
veiy old, liaving boon cut from the quarries at Syene, 
7‘>() miles fi'om where it now lies on tlio heaeh at 
Alexandria, in the reign of Thothraosis III., at the 
time when Tliebes was in its glory. Most of the 
inseri^rtions on tlio atone were tho work of ibis niOnarcdi 
and his sue(‘essor SeisObtris, and on this nc(‘ount is held 
to he (lie more interosting. It appt'ars that tliih olndisk 
Imd been set up on a pedestal near acompanion mvdlo 
of similar projKn’tions ; that it fell down in course of 
time, and eventually l)e(*aine half buritnl in drifting 
sand, '’lliiis it lay when the Jiritish army, having 
ai'iiieved a victory m Egjpl, n'solved on liriiiging homo 
tlie moniimimi ns a trophy of their valour. A vessel 
was pureluiied, and maehinory and apparatus prepared ! 
fv)r lifting and sliipping the ponderous mass in IHOl, 
wlien the operations were stojiiX'd hy cirrler of tho 
general in eominnnd at Malta. In 1820 Mehemet Ali 
uiadi* a ]irt‘sent of the neglectwi monument to (ieorgo 
fV., thueby eonfirming our elaiin to it ; hut nothing 
was fhme towanls its nmOval; and an enteriirising 
rrenchm.tn suggt*sted that it miglit be conveyed to 
Paris 111 the same vessel that carried tho Luxor obelisk 
fiom Kg^pt to the Place do la Concorde in 1830, as 
though to rc'buke our slow ness. 

'File suhji^'t, although half a century ohl, has not been 
forgotlen: it was Tix'iitiouefl in parliament, and since 
then all sorts of projeets have been published for the 
embarkation and trans|K)rt of the huge monolith. 
Some «*ay that it should ho set up in tlx* courtyard of 
the lint isli Museum; others that Hyde Pai'k would Ik‘ 
a more lilting place, as the monument would then 
scive as a sti iking memoiiid of llio (iivat Exhibition. 
Jjt‘t us get the stone first, and then we will determine 
what shall be done w'ith it. Its dimensions are extra- 
ordinary— la. iiig (U feet long, 8 feet square at tlio base, 
and weighing about 240 tons. Notwithstanding a 
general wish that it should be ‘sent for,’ an influiailial 
authority states that it is ‘bcareoly worth the trouble 
and expoihse of tho undertaking:’ and adds, that 'it 
wdll eanse disapiiointinent if it is exiioeted to prove an 
ornament, as it is in a very mutilatixl state, the edges 
being broken ofl’, and tho Ineroglyphies much dcfaetxk’ 
Tlie Ic'iigth at iircsent uncovenHl by tho sand is about 
thirty - five feet from tho apex, with from thrt'c to fbur 
f<‘et down the sides ; and tlie whole of what is visible 
is in the same dilapidated condition. It must also 1 k» 
said tlmt the longer it is left in its present position tho 
w'orse it wdll b(*eonie, from the anxiety of all travellers 
to possess pieces of it, which the native boys knock off 
largely to sell. The base of the obelisk is about twenty 
feet distant ftom tlie sea, and tho city-woU will have 
to ho broken through to remove it. The water is only 
tw’o feet deep at the distance of fifteen feet from the 
8hor(‘, nine ftet deep at tw'cnty fatlioms, and twenty 
feet (Jeep at 200 fathoms’ distancHi.* ITrom thoso par- 
ticulars some idea may bo formed of tho nature of the 
undertaking ns regards tho removal, and an inference 
drawn ns to its ever bidug attempted. 

Next, there are certain Ammcan pq|ents to be 
talked about, some of them perhaps more amusing 
than usoftil. J udge Ibr yourself For ‘ improvements 
in baJlqons, and tUoir appendages;’ 'in exercising 


chairs;* 'in magnetic noodles;* for a * tioeket - filter 
and drinking- tube;* ‘a trap for catching flics;* a 
'submarine telescope,* to be used under water; 'for 
slitting clothcs-pegs ; * * improvixi nnuddnery for making 
pill-boxls;’ another is a coiitrivnncx^ which has claiins 
on tho notice of people who wash dishes. According 
to tho description, ‘ the crockery or otlior articles m 
table furniture are placed in a machine fitted to rct^eivo 
them, and then to wash them by turning n shaft, with 
amis and buckets so arranged us to throw ilu* water 
ujHm the crockery with for<*e, and thus act upon mid 
clean each article.* Another is a vsirnish whmwith 
to pfotccl bams, fruit, and vegcdablcs, compos(*d of a 
' union oi resin, shell-]iu‘, and liutseed oil.* Another is 
for improved ‘hnmos,’ so fitted to the shape of the 
horse’s neck as to make tlio jiressun* greatest w'liorc 
tho muscle is t Inchest, and at the same time to rendc*r 
* disjila(‘enx*nt or disarrangement of the collar fdniost 
imxH>4sible, and prevent much, and in most (xiscs all 
(‘hiifing.’ TliLMi comes somctliing iiitcrcbting to agri- 
cidlnrists in their ncwly-awak(MX‘d spirit of enh^rpriso 
— ‘ a cultivating so(»d-i)liintiT,’ wdiich is ' a combination 
of tho roller anil the liaiTOW' for crusliing and pulvt ris- 
ing the soil, W'ith the euUivntor tcetli for forming the 
fbrrows npd di‘poaiting the seed, the roller preci ding 
the luirn^w, and both pr<*ct‘ding the cultivator teeth.* 
AnotlxT is intended for the benefit of those who incliiu* 
to grow honey as wtII as wdient and hnrlcy ; it is called 
the 'bee-motli tiap,* and ' (‘onsists in making Iho 
I)ottom or floor of the hive of tw'o opposite obliiiue 
'>iirfa(*(*s, approximating to two sides of a prism, with a 
fintiHl roller revolving in the partial internal between 
their converging edge^i, whidi rolh*r is rotated by tho 
air operating on a vane or wind-wdx*el on tlie outside. 
Tins kcet>-« it ahiiost constantly in ojieration; and as 
the i)ee-bn*ad, reftise of the hive, droppings, and other 
mattiTS, fall to the bottom, they are earned out by tlu^ 
grooves as they come round, and fall to the ground, 
the roll(*r thus serving as a clcaiUT to the hive, pre- 
venting tlx3 accumulation of dirt and rt*fiis(» of the 
opt'rations of tho bc(‘s, wdiieh aie iiyurious as atVoidiiig 
harbour for tlic miller, and likewEc a teuiptatiou to 
her to enter the hive.* 

Before quitting tlie subject of rural economy, let nio 
mc'ution here that the Iloyal Ac<i(lcniy of (jcorgoflli, at 
Florence, liave otiered a pri-sc of 280 francs for a solution 
of the que'.tion-- 'To d(*ti‘riiiino by experiment the 
quality of soil iK'st adapted to the cultivation of h^gu- 
ininoiis iilants, and tlie relative advantages of tho 
vaiious manures hitherto known, chiefly those consist- 
ing of inorganic matter;* also one of 500 franrs and a 
gold medid for a thrashing- machine to aup(‘rscde tho 
present Tuscan mode of treading out (‘om by lior^es ; and 
a third of 280 francs for an (*ssay on the use of salt in 
cattle-fecdi ug. Here, at home loo, our Royal Aaricnll imd 
iSiKiiety have puhlisluxl their list of prize.s winch aic to 
tH‘ given for forty-four diflerent implements and iiistru- 
roenta, including ploughs, drills, steam -(mgin(*B, poilahlo 
and btationary, pulvi risers, rrushors t)ruis(>rs, chair- 
cutting machines, harrows, light wagons, hoes, rakes, 
and ‘any new implement ;* and ‘ for tlio host dyna- 
mometer capecnally applicable to the trai^tion of ploughs.* 
Coiupi*titor& are required to have all arrangements 
completed with tho sec^retary before next May. Tlieie 
are, besides, prizes of from thirty to fifty sovereigns for 
the best report on farming in llerefordshire and Cmn- 
bcrland — on the manufacture of beet -root sugar— on 
scixis, and^underwood, and other agricultural subjects, 
to b» sent in by March ; and? last, one oii guano, to be 
ready by 1854. It is a good sign to see agriculture 
thus on the more for improvements ; it involves many 
moral as well as substiuitial (xmsiderations. 

Now to come back to tho American items t a pat8n^ 
has been obtained for a method of taking sheets of 
paper firom a printing or paper -making moohiue.br 
moans of ' a cylinder or curved instrument that shall 
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rccciTc sttdh shcotii md pile them upon a table provided 
for the purpose ; and aloe iU oontblninpr certain niocha^ 
nical powers and moreOtenta with such tabloi tliat the 
aocuniulation of sheota thereon^ hy briniring into contact 
certain parte, produce! a movement which cauaca the 
said table to descend in aucli manner as to keep the top 
of the pile upon it at nearly the same height constantly, 
the increase <if the deptli of said pilo l)eing used as a 
means by which to cause the appoi-atus for die purpose 
to perform its work/ Another invention is for simpU* 
fying tlie weaving of piled fabrics, one part of which is 
to use short wires, lapped in the middle for the loops, 
instead of the usual long wires. Another, similar in 
purpose, * cuts the ]oox)s on the wires as the cloth is 
woven, by means of a reciprocating -knife combined 
with the weaving part of the loom;’ and with this knife 
further combines * a take-up roller,’ which keeps the 
loops parallel, and * wedge-formed guides,* which insure 
that the knife sliall traverse truly, an<l * a trough into 
which the wires drop, and a second trough into whieli 
tliey are successively transferred, that they may be 
carried Ijock to and under the looping warp^,* where 
they are ready to repeat their Ibnner oi>cration. Another 
is for an * improved mantelpiece,* luiule ‘ of glass or 
similar uiaterlul, proi»erly ornamented on its back by 
point or otherwise, and surrounded and gukfdcd by a 
cast-iron framework, which shields the glass from injury 
by accident; siad metal-frame serving at the same time 
as an ornament, wJiicli can be liighly elaborated into 
any pattern tliat the fancy of the manufacturer may 
sugftogt; and mantelpieces produced of the greatest 
beauty and durability nt a comparatively small cost.* 
One ingenious inventor proposes to ventilate railw'ay 
carriages by a iieculiar niiKle of dxing outside shutters; 
another prtyfosses to do the same and to prevent the 
entrance of dust, by * attaching to one of the ears of a 
train a centrifugal fan, which is driven from one of 
I the ajtletrw*s of the car : the blast thus generated being 
i conveyed through the car by pipes, whom'o it is dis- 
; charged by adjustable adjutages of peculiar lonn in the 
direction required to pieveut the dust from eiiteiing 
the car.* You will see that nothing is said of what 
becomes of the passengers while this windy process i'. 
going on. Tlio subject is ono of much importance in 
the C'nited States, owing to the great heat of summer 
and annoyance from sparks and dust thrown off from 
the wood burned in the locomotives, lletice the 
number of railway-carriage ventilation schemes is great. 
I add one more, tlius prosily described b}- the invciitois. 
They say ; * The object of our invention is to introduce 
into the several cars of a railroad - train a current or 
currents of air taken iVom some iioiiit or ]Kiints forward 
of the smoke-pipe of the locomotive, and ^thereby not 
only to supply the cars with the requircHl* ventilation, 
but at the same time to produce in each ear of the tram 
an outward pressure of air, which will efFcctually 
prevent dust, smoke, and sparks from entering the cars ; 
and to this end the nature of our invention consists in 
combining with the railroad-train a tube or tubes, united 
at the junction of each car in the train by a flexible 
or yielding joint, tlie said tube or tubes being carrh^d 
farther forward tlian the ehimney of the locomotive to 
receive the air in tho front of tho train, and the said 
tube or tubea being made to communicate with each 
car of the train, «o that the current of air forced by the 
motion of the train into the forward end of the tubes, 
where it canitot be charged with dust, snioke, or sparks, 
mny be tiuis caused to enter each car of the train.* And 
next another gives * the shell of a eubmergef pro^Uor 
the form of n seeUoa cut from the open extremi^ of 
sea-shells,* whereby * the mouth of the helical tube at 
which tho water enters has a greater area than its 
hinder cii;tremitss iii^whlch the water is discharged.* 
Iibdivldoal in Alabama is said to 
hie calculated to bo highly usc^ful 
t plants and cultivates cotton ^ with 


about Oiie<»fourth tlie usual labour to a man and horse, 
besides doing the work more neatly and better. It 
lays off the rows two at a time, tlie ridges being made 
in the uAal way, opens tlio drilli drops the seed, and 
covers the same in two drills at the same operation, 
doing the work of seven or dglit hands and four 
horses* It tlien liarrows and scrapes both skies of 
two* drills, chops out at tho rate of two drills nt a 
time, barsHhem, and cultivates, entirely breaking and 
stirring the ground the width of two rows at a time, 
superseding nearly all tho necessity of scraping and 
hoeing thniUgh the season. The mac'hinc is worked 
with one horse, is very simple in its construction, and 
needs oii^y one person to manage it.* If this niachme 
will do all that is stated, perhaps some of our i^^iist 
India cotton-growers may be disposed to make tj-ial of 
it, and Manchester will not be unwilling to encourage 
anything which increases the growth of cotton. 

To touch upon astronomy is a sudden change of 
subject ; but as what I h.avo to say is Amciicnn, it may 
bo suitably introduced here. You arc aware that the 
supposition of a third ring to Saturn has been reported 
from time to timd for several years jiast, and at length 
verified by observers at LiverjxHil. 'I’li*' phenomenon 
lias been perseveringly discussed by rnili'd States 
astronomers, wdio, after a diligent examination of it, 
and investigating it on numerous b^potheses, have 
come to tho conclusion that tlie whole of Saturn’s rings 
are fluid, and not solid, and not of < quid density. They 
are preserved intact, because ‘the fcatellites aie con- 
stantly disturbing the ring; but in Ihe.virs net of 
}>ertuibaUon they arc sustaining it in its jil ice. Tlieir 
sustaining action is not negative, hut positi\e; and 
witliout batellites there can be no ring.* Among other 
conclusions to whicli they have been led hy tlie inte- 
resting inquiry is, that ‘ delicate micrometrienl nieasiire- 
|montsofthe lings shew that they arc not of unilorm 
tliickness. May not this accumulation of matter on 
' ono side be the incipient nucleus of a Katellitc ? If so, 
it will be reserved for fbture astronomers to witness a 
scone no loss amazing than tlu^ formation of a now 
world within the limits of the solar system.* 

Wo arc sliortly to get further information respecting 
the law of storms — a subject, on many accounts, of 
growing importance to science and Cfiinmerce. A cir- 
cular was issued some time ago fnnn the (’oloni.il Oilicc 
to parties iu foreign countries, and another has just been 
sent out by Lunl Ihilmcrston to llntish consuls abroad, 
containing a series of inquiries suggested by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kcid, wlio, as you arc aw.iix*, 1 ms done much 
towards elucidating the law of stomis. ‘ In order* -so 
runs tlie missive—* that an investigation of this nntui*o 
may be practically useful, it is essential that facts con- 
nected with the alinosiiherieal phenomena in question 
should be carefully ob^rved and aeiuiratcly recorded 
over 08 large a iiortion os possible of the surface t)f tho 
globe, by )ybrsons of education, and whoso scicutifio 
attainments or professional avocations qualify them 
for making sucli observations.* It is suggesUxI that 
* csqitaius of ports, masters of lighthouses, and harbour- 
masters,* w'ould bo competent to the task, os tliey are 
habitually observing the sky. The consuls are to send 
homo half-yearly an abstract of the information 
obtained, and diagrams of the routes of remarkable 
storms when tiiey con be procured. We sliall probably 
get manifold data from many climates : meantime the 
Swedish government is about to send out the ship 
Jf^uytne on a voysge of discovery and circumnavigatiun, 
witli a Bciontltic commission on board, nominated by 
the Boyol Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. The 
French also are, going to explore the JTapaneao sea w ith 
a frigate, corvette^ and a steamer, to promote at the 
some time scicnoeand commerce, and make an attempt 
to renew Kiropean ittterconrse w ith Japan. 

There appears now a pmpect of our telegraphic com- 
mmiication Idth tlie continent boooming permanent, as 




the wire is laid acros!( t1^V€|lmiie]^^^^^ 
land to a point about four miles ‘It 

coneifita of four copper wires of an 

ordinary belt^wrev cased in gutta>bori(^a, arid twined 
with a corre^)n4ing number of tonpeu strands^ 
steeped in a mixtuie; Of tar and tall^^^ a rope of 
about an inch in dianteter^v Another strand, sunilarly 
prepared, is wound transVersOly round this; ^d,thially, 
ten wires of galvariised; iron* about; of an inch 

thick, are twined tnurid thi$^ntrat core, and form a 
solid and' at the sariie time ideatible casing. ^io whole, 
when thus completed, has the appearance of an ordinary 
4^ nictallic cable/ '.fhe length is 24 mildS, and the 
w“eight from 170 to ISO tons. Then there is )4fenley*8 
nnrlergrouncl telegraph, which, it is hoped, may become 
a means of diminishing ^^idents on railways. It needs 
no battery, and catt be kept in working order with very 
little trouble. It has been tried at the Welwyn 
Tunnel, and the diixjctdrs of the Great Northern have 
determined that no train Shall enter a tunnel until a 
signiil has been made from the opposite end that the 
preceding train has passed out. Ap^pos of railways, 
the frequent casualties of late have elicited a schenje for 
a * Railway Passengers’ Protection Society,* which all 
persons interested in the subject-^and who is not? — 
ore invited to join. 

Go where you will in London at present you arc sure 
to hear the moans of travel talked about' — a truly 
interesting subject. Projects are afoot for a monthly 
line of steamers to the Azores and the west coast of 
Africa: a Liverpool and Manchester compau}’' are at 
work on another line to run to Kio and other ports in 
South America, to commence next spring. The vessels 
arc to be littod with screws instead of paddles, and 
constructed on such models as will insure a speed of 
ten miles an hour. This movement, it is said, has 
originated in the great and increasing trade of Liver- 
pool with Brazil. ‘ The dex)arlures from each end will 
be monthly, the boats calling at Lisbon for passengers 
and fuel. It is calcnlated that the passage to Rif will 
not exceed twenty-live days, and that the whole distance 
to the river l^late will be accomplished in thirty-five 
days, including the detention in liip to transfer the cargo 
and passengers to the branch-boat.* Then there is to 
bo another line of screw-steamers between Philadelphia 
and Liverpool, and Boston and Liverpool : one of the 
vessels belonging to the latter is to accommodate 1000 
passengers. Another line is to ply from some ports in 
Virginia to certain ports in Europe ; and last, another 
of four vessels, each of 1500 tons, to run from New 
York to Genoi^ touching on the w'ay at Madeira. If 
travelling facilities arc to go on multiplying in this 
way, w'o shall soon want other worlds besides our own 
to circumnavigate. 

I must compress my remaining items, or you will 
complain that I am running on to too great a length. 
So — Professor Horsford, while verifying the pehdulum 
experiment in the Bunker Hill Monument, near Boston,' 
found that the sides bf the opposite the sun 

exiianded every clay with of Man- 
chester, has succeeded in sohmiyirii^ result wldch 

Liebig said sbtne time ago greatest wants 

of the age.’ l^ie substfuice$ Qbtaine4--^a volatile oi^^ 
paraflane— are entirely, wasted present process of 

; manufacturing c(dm. ; CJhbitp boa! makbs ^cheap gas ; 
and : how , that we get coal cheap by railway^ an ofier 
has bceri^^^ m to * lay bu ^ gas to th«y^eat i^Hsh ; of 

Marylebojie, af 4s. 1O0Q 
bathers at rifb Kustpri Square andi^^asRhbuses 
during the present /yto has been idj897i-'bf 
33,270; in 1847 t-p^ectiy© ntimbm w:CWi i 0,030 
■■'and ■ . 15,570,.'' ■ .!fte:;.^■.J^0ty of Alts ... |u.oraiSi;.,: tt- '..’ijpriric v, 
niedal fi)r a box with the best and mp4t: nitme^ 
of water-colours arid hrushesr^^biis#!- at'^ii^ 

■ and fer the best arid cheapest jcasri b^ 

' fbsrii.hU0pu ibbtmi^ 


stoririqrianfy near Dumfries. What 
fiiet, If ; itttte, will cauSe among geplogtsta I And ihaving 
riocaskriiall^ you the prb^^bdthjgrs of ;Mr 

dames African traveUer/1; m closb : 

this with the melancholy int^ligrihce 

the enteimrising explorer died last March whUe to 
travels ndsr Bornou. ■ 

Before these lines appear in print the Exhibition 
will have closed, the mtols will have been distributed, 
the bustle of packing and removal will iiave gone 
through most of itsVcphvulsions, and the grand and 
extraordinary spectacle will cease to exist, except in 
book^, and in the mcmoiy of those Who behold it. 
Much will grow out of it: among the first results is a 
project for ‘The International Institute;’ by which ‘it 
is jiroposecV that the exhibitors, foreign ns well as 
British, shall form themselves into An association, 
under a title that will commemorate the niost interest- 
ing epoch in the history of nations, and that they geek 
the necessary powers to erect in some central situation 
a building upon an nni>recedented scale of grandeur, 
as an International Museum and Emporium of Arts 
and Manufactures; where, as in its great prototyi»c, 
the results of science and the choicest productions of 
art, in eacli branch of the world's industry, may from 
time to ti«fo bo seen with the utmost facility for study; 
and where the inventive genius of every clime shall 
ever find encouragement and timely assistance — where 
every new invention shall have a place; where tho 
inventor and tlio capitalist shall be brought into 
immediate and direct communication ; and where, 
also, periodical exhibitions would take place, witli a 
judicious distribution of prizes.* 

Would not Smitlifield make a capital site for such a 
building? 

AN INTERl^STING PRESSFUL OF BUSINESS- 
BOOKS. 

We were lately much interested in being shewn by a 
friend, who has frequent occasion to use the treasurers 
of a large public library, the ledgers and other business- 
books, along with the miscellaneous correspondence of 
a ^eat joint-stock mercantile company. This bare 
intimation will not convey to the reader a notion of 
much exciting interest, since romance is seldom sup- 
posed to be iwjrched on a three-legged stool, or to be 
embodied in the figures confined within vertical red 
lines. Yet these thoroughly business -looking .books 
and papers Imd in them a strong and almost fascinating 
interest, and the greater part of our readers vdll 
probably be inclined to s^nupatliise in this feeUng when 
we state that they were the books and papers of the 
renowned Darien Company. That undertaking is 
unfortuiiatcly too well known in history. Yet to 
revive the memory of those whose recpllectiori of it 
may be indistinct, and to save them the trouble of 
consulting some i>onderous history, wo shall give ia a 
very few words a sketch of this cclebratotl adveuturi?. 

The people of Scotland could not fall to4)bscrve how 
much the commercial enterprise of England had 
enlarged its wealth and material happiness, arid they 
desired to imitate so attractive an example. Ari 
ingenious schemer, named *Pntersori, concocted a plan 
for effecting this with tlm aid of Eniriis^ weiilth. He 
ivas to obtaiiv fiom the goirerritorii'c^ain privilogcs 
for a great trading coiripany ; arid as tliose privxle^s 
would, it was deemed, secure to it beyorid/dbubt a Very 
luctAtivb ffade, it was supposed that Erigliah capitalto 
wovdd’:::Teadily.'\trike'- iri'^'it,'and 'siirriHvthe 
' - :'be bxpccited. . fr^'.'..:;$)6bt)and\ 

It ’.ha|)j^^^:";:'a4' .''he' .'expecte^-'' 

Olid.: Wheri.:.ih0; 


comimriiei' ""the: 
at'.’iui,,e!rim£s ;:to prmmritAfi^r 
iriyesUiji^^^baplital 


EDINBURGH JOGRBAI.. 


ment to take Uieir onuao* Berm meaauroB 
tlireatened, and tho fhax^ioldcrs withdrew; 

hut tliis only aemd to incriaaae tlie excitement in 
Scotland, and it waa roaolved to make the adventnro 
Purely national* Foif this purpose subscription-hooka 
a'oro opened in Edinburgh and Glasgow in February 
*1096. They oxcitod a complete fervour throughout 
the land. Kever was railway or mining adventure 
more recklessly run after. In a short time Ii.400,000 
were subscribed. Tliis seems a small sum when wo 
remember that in many n sef'ondary {Scottish manufac- 
turing town as much railway stock has been subscribed. 
But we mUMt take ihe afisurance of contemporaries, 
that such at Hint time was the impoverished stiKe of 
ti'otland, that only l|y CAcrut'iating elTbrts, by horrow- 
ing, by oxa(*ting payment of debt, by selling laud, and 
by clubbing smiiU sums, could the anumiit wiudi each 
subscriber desired to lulvancc be procuired. 

When the money wiw engaged for and partly ad- 
vanced, the next question was what should ho done with 
it? Xu an evil moment the country wont into the dtuzlmg 
scheme of Taterson, and determined to create a Soottisli 
colony. They selected the ntwow nock of land some- 
times called 'Darien and soniot lines Panama, wln<‘li joins 
the northern and tli*‘ southern oontinoiits in Anierit‘a. 
Tliey had thus in > iew the \ory object wlii<*h Jias lately 
been so cfiectivcly recommenced — a commercial com- 
munication between the Atlantic and Pacific. There was 
no end to the dn*aiub of ru^hncbs and greatness which 
this project opi iie<I up to the ardent peojile of Scotland ; 
but the first necessary step was to got thcrasehea 
/irmly planted on the spot. With this \iow an expedi- 
tion was despatched, wliich took up its imaition at what 
seemed a suitable spot, and it was followed by scleral 
auxiliary dctuchmcnts. We do not intend to go further 
here into the melancholy history of the colony, than to 
say that it was overwhelmed by disaster after disaster, 
and in the end faiUsl utterly. Ih'sldos mismanage- 
ment and a wretched climate, it had to siilfcr from the 
hostile aHsaults of the Hpanish ; and as King William 
had taken llic part of the Kuglish traders, who looked 
witli jealousy and rancour on tlie colony, the piKir 
iidvcmturers, iustoud of obtaining aid from English 
colonies and Engli»«h ships, were by tliem treated with 
little less seventy than by their enemies of Spain. Not 
only was the capital lost, but many valunhio lives were 
sacrificed, and the national pride was outraged. The 
event tended in the end to good, for the natiiiual animo- 
sities created by it shewed the hnminf'nt netc**sit> of an 
iiici^ornting union of the two kingdoms. Tins great 
prt>ject was brought to a conclusion, as all the world 
Icnows, in 1707. Never w’^us a iiolitical event so 
earnestly dC^irecaftnl as this connection with proud and 
wealthy Englaud was by the equally pnmd but mistT- 
ably impovcrislKHl Scots ; never was t'vent friinglit 
with SI) lasting a heritage of benefits to those who saw 
in it the>barhiDger of misery. To get the treaty carried 
at all it was necessai^ to secure some immediate and 
tangibif^ benefit to S<^otIand. Notliing could suit 
bettet^ thai^cash in hand ; and a fund reaching tlio 
whimsically IVactional amount of I*.898,()85, lOs. was 
given by England to Bcotlawl, and I’eceivod the name 
of ^the equivalent/ It was applied partly to make 
up for ofibat in Scotland of ibe larger public debt 
wnich Enghiiiid incurred ; and a considerable por- 
tion of it went to reimburse the losers by tbc Darien 
>Scheme, who maintained that they wore the victims 
of English inierference^ and were entitled to reim- 
bursement fkfam EngJisli money, ' 

Such is a birief outlina of the events of which the 
pressjfhl of books imd papers to which we have alluded 
is the still speaking recoid « and it will be admitted tliat 
stjbh dooumenii toust possess no inconsiderable interest. 
A gontlSmitn who superinteiuied the printing for the 
Bannatyne Club of some of the letters and other doou- 
in this ooUeotion, gives the following account of 


It tin a wholes and of the place where it is deposited: — 
*ln an old ot^-press in ope the under rooms of the 
Advocates* Library, there has been preserved a coU 
lection of books $m loose papers, all connected with 
the proceedings of the company of Scotland trading to 
Afkrica and the Indies, commonly known as the Darien 
Company. 

^ Of those, certain bound volumes were the business- 
books of*^die company; ^and the loose paiiers are 
letters, accounts, and memorandums, of more or less 
importance. Tlie editor has been unable to discover 
tile circumstances under which this curious collection 
came into Uie possession of tho Faculty of Advocates ; 
hut lic^thinks it probable that, wlicn the affairs of 
tlio com'piiny were wound up after the Union, and its 
iniscoUam‘Ous property was dispersed, tho o.ik-pres^, 
containing the business - hooks of the eslablisliineiit, 
w’tiB carried from tlie office, in Bristo Port, a<*rohs tho 
Oowgalo, and deposited in the Advocates' Libniry, as 
an iiisiituilon whcie it might not inappropriately ho 
pH'servod, and which was conveniently near. The 
(‘oUection has been suifered to rotiiahi undisturbi'd in 
its original repository, excejit that a huge mass of the 
nnsccll ancons patKTs aiipt^ar to have been collected 
together, and bound up without itferencc to any 
method of arrangenieut. This mass constitutes tho 
main source from which the contents of the following 
pages littve been selected, and is lefencd lo in the 
foot-notes ns tho “ MiscelluneouH (Vdhvtioii.’’’ 

Tho business-books of the (‘onctTii- journals, Iwlgers, 
stock-books, &c. — are remarkable for tin ir gig.iiitic w/o, 
as if even in them should be persomiied the vatt 
ideas and bold projects of the undertakers. We h.ul a 
rath(*r startling illustration of their unusual size, since 
the ftiend vho slicwed us the collection, pulling one of 
tho largest rather liastily from its shelf, was pre^iSicd 
hiu*kuazds by its weight, so that, l)*‘ing encUblbond 
with n lavvyer’s gown, ho sank on lh€» floor, aitd re- 
quiml to be relieved from the huge mass whieh kept 
him prostrate. Save in their size but rarely ri\ oiled 
— it would lie difficult to distinguish tlu se books from 
the contents of a banker’s or jomt-sto(*k lompniiy’s 
safe at the present day. They are bound < vactly in 
the same manner in vellum, strengtheneil at llie hingi s 
by bands of thiek leather, fastened with slips of vellum 
crossed or platted willi a sort of faiiil attempt at 
oniaineut. And over this regular binding they have 
generally a sort of greatcoat of loose, soft, red li'uther, 
to give a temiKirary proU-etiou lo the book during 
frequent and lapid use. 

Nor are the interior aspect .and substaneo of these 
books less remarkable tiian their merely exti^inal ap- 
jKMiraiiee. Tlioro are few who do not know how irregu- 
lar, angular, and twistinl is the ordinary writing of tho 
seventeenth eeutury, and how espiK-ually difficult it is 
without great practice to decipher accounts of that 
jieriod. Now in the inferior liooks -such as the local 
accounts in tlie various towns, tho cargo-l)Ooks of tlio 
vessids, <SLc. — wo find these cramped, old-fashioned 
methods in full use ; but vre never saw any manuscript 
niore Ix'autifal and distinct — we might say more modern 
looking- -than the entries in the great books kept in tho 
(xmtral office. T*he ink is still singularly block; tho 
paper fine and while ; and in flattening the pages of 
an unfinished account one might suppose tliat the clerk 
liad just left his desk, and would come back to com- 
plete it. The system of double-entry is pursued; and 
altogether it would appear as if, under the presiding 
genius of tho projector of tlio sehome, a stride had 
U*cn at once taken from the old slovenly habits to Hio 
perfection of modem book-keeping. Caligraphers are a 
rain race, 'fhe^ oemnt beautiftil writing one of tlie fine 
arts — sometimes at tlie hea<l of them. One can imagine 
the pride wiiXt which the lo-soon-forgQtten pcnraenlooked 
over these pages, to Uo nearly a century and a half in 
obscurity, and omy fttmish omusiug r^fi^tions to those 



who not only know not ^Iiq hnt do not, a# 

in tho case of more dignidod memox^W P^ 

'. to know, : ■■ ' 

Yet though one turns, over the«e .ponderous vplomes 
with interest and admiration, there is one among 
them, dirty and torn, bearing marks of much and 
rough usage, aiid full irregulaJti end sometimes 
illegible scrawls, which is endowed with still more 
interest: it is the SubscripUon-bOOk, in Much those 
who adventured tlieir nieans'^i^^^ signed 

their names and set forth the suins for which they stood 
good. The date of the opening of the bqoks is 26th 
Fchnitiry 1606, and on that day there were subscribed 
upwards of l.i^0,00Q, On the progress of the mbscrip- 
tion, it is stated in the introduction to the mb>book 
already cited, ‘ by far the greatest part of the whole 
amount was subscribed before the end of March. On 
the last (lay of that month there, appears, for some 
reason or other, to have been a sort of rush upon the 
books. It is noticed on the margin that the subscrip- 
tions wx*re continued during the afternoon; and that 
day presents 176 separate transactions. A separate 
book was opened at Glasgow on 6th Afarch. Tlie total 
amount entered in this book is L.56,d25. In May and 
June the numbers in the general book became scanty — 
throe,- two, and sometimes but one entry being made in 
a day. The books were: announced to be closed on tiic 
6c1 of August, and on the Ist the whole sum was sub- 
scribed for. The subscriptions on this day — sixteen in 
niimlKT — give a sum of L.l 4,125. Tlicro was now n(> 
fhrthor opj)ort unity for the tardy, tlie diffident, or those) 
who could not raise sufficient means, partoking in the 
great adventure; and the last of the envied band — 
the destined particijiators in the boundless wealth of a 
new world — was the provost of Couper-of-Fife, whose 
iinmo is pledged by 8ir Archibdd Mure for L.100. 
(.)n that day the royal burghs as a body ventured for 
L.SOOO ; and two merchants who were conspicuously 
(ionnectod with the B<;heme — James Balfour, merchant 
in Edinburgh, and William Arbuckle, merchant in 
Glasgow — enlored for second subscriptions of L.10()0 
each. One of the books of the company betrays the 
S(;cret of tliis transaction, and show's that tlic amount 
to which tlie stock was limited, L.400,()00, wras rather 
Twyond tlian within what the country couhi promise to 
embark. In the “ General Journal” there is, of date 
2d Februar}-' 1700, this entry : “ Stock invested in the 
Company of S(’X)thind trading to Africa and the Indies, 
Dr. to sundry juHJounts L.IOOO, for so mu(;h 'Williiun 
Arbuckle subscrilwd for, the Ist August 1696, to com- 
pleat the quota of L.4 00,000 stock, p, verbal order of 
the Council General ; and in regard ditto Arbuckle 
paid in the several i)roportion8 of s^- L.IOOO out of his 
own private cash, therefore the Council General ordains 
that the said several proportions be repaid.” * 

In looking over this list, consisting aa it does of 
about 1500 of the best *011 Scotsmcii of tlie period, 
one (\‘imiot help being struck, almost to a htimiliating 
extent, witli the paucity of ^eat naines among them. 
After the nobility, noUble eliiefly through their rank 
and power, the only names known kt the present day 
us those of (listinguished men seem to be Andrew 
Fh^tcher of Saltonn; and Sir Bpl^rt Sibbald, whoso 
political profligacy was a^T all more eonspicupus than 
his scientific and anriquariaa acquitomonts^ Among 
men with conventional reputetioms theto ^ 
Lockliart bf Cinmwath, the Jacoblto intriguer^ jind^ 
respcictabkv judge Lord Fountainhail. Sqm© people 
would perhaps a ttach more interest to the^ ©^ *1, 

Master David Williamsone, mmistef of thq at 

. the West Churdi, siibscryb for an© hundreifi pounds 
sterlin,* l)eing, if we inist^© no% the identical Dainty 
Jiavy of Scottish song, lihe clergy arq pw^^ 
rott«, aftd so ore tlie physicians, 

proibsaibns appear to have been at that: ti^© in a.^na- 
fortd)ie poB^tiqit The nutohor oTlobdlOriia ii of 


is a far latg^ Tropor^ 

w© natu^y anticipato of and other 

tiikdefs. ^ What enormous strides has 

.sSnoo. these times 1 : ■ . ' ■■ ■ ■ 

' / - I f" ■■■■■ • — " . * " ■■■ ' ■ ' ^ ■ 

TVHB DBOP OF DITCH-WATEB;^^^^ - 

V, ■■ 

[niou TUK UAMIfll or Aia>»ll8KN,] 

I Wb all know what a magnifying-gl|^8 is— a thing lik© 

I a round spectaclei-lens, which makes everything appear 
a hundred times larger tlian it really is. Take one of 
these glasses, hold it before your eye, and look into a 
drop of water taken from a ditch or stagnant pool: 
theh& you will see a thousand strange creatures, such 
as you would not liave believed could have existed in 
the clear- looking drop of water before you. But the 
monsters arf( there, and there is no deception in the 
matter. They look like a whole dishful of water-spiders. 
See, too, how' voracious they are I See how they tear 
each othesr limb from limb ! Still they seem to be happy 
and eoinfortiible after their own fashion. 

Now there was oiuie an old man — all the people 
called him Old Creep-Crawl — who would always have 
the best of everything ; if he could not get it by any 
other means, then lie liad recourse to magic to obtain 
his ends.^ *006 day Old Creep-Crawl was sitting with a 
magnifying-glass in his hand looking at a drop of water 
taken from a puddle. Ileugh! how it did creep and 
crawl I Each individual of the thousands of animals 
hopped and juihpcd at his own discretion, totally re- 
ganlless of tlie feelings of his fellows, and they mangled 
and killed each other without mercy. 

* Horrible I ’ said Old Creep-Crawl shuddering. ‘ I 
W'onder if by any means one could induce them to live 
in ease and peace, so that each one might mind his own 
business.* 

He sat down to consider and ponder over the matter, 
T>ut no good plan occurring to him he called his magic 
to assist him. * First,’ said he, ‘ I w'ill give them a 
colour, so that one may see them better.’ 

As he spoke, he iwured in what looked like a drop 
of red wine ; but it was more than wine : it was witches’ 
blood, taken from the lobe of the ear — an extremely 
costly preparation, and a very valuiiblo agent to a 
necromancer. Instantly all the csreatures became of a 
gimcnil flesh colour, so that tlit^y looked for all the 
world like a population of wild men. 

* 'Wliat have you got there ?’ inquired another nocro- 

niancer, w'ho had no name— ii peculiarity of which lie 
was very proud. ^ 

‘ If you can tell me what it is, I will give it to you,* 
answered Creep- Crawl; ‘but I fancy you will not 
know unless 1 tell you.* 

The nameless man then peeped through tlie glass 
and saw — he saw, as he thought, a city full of wdld 
men. The sight was frightful ; but more frightful still 
was it to see how the citizens thrust and cuffed, 
slashed and hacked, bit and toic each other. Whoever 
was undermost w.'inted to come to the top, and those 
who w'ere above w'aiited to stop there, and of course to 
keep the others down. 

‘ Look, look ! there goes one with a leg as long as 
my own. Bah I take it away — — Stay, there is one 
with a little bump behind his ear— a little, insignifleont 
bump ; but it is an unluckjr bump for him, and a deal 
of mischief will come of it. The otoer 
sight pf the bump, they rush at its possessor, knock and 
hammer him about, and now they have killed hiiu; In 
miolher pllice i see one sitriUSf as still mtd mbdest as a 
mailkn, seeming to think of nothmg but peace and 
quietness; No; she must gp. out among the otUpts.' 
There-^they dash at her, and she is tpxn to pieceii in A 
; moment ' ■'■V 

‘'That^: queer sport,* ':Said toe:niu*i^sS^lriaP^ 

< It is ; but can yOu tell me wt^t :^ 

Crcep-Orawl : . ^ con .you'Tead"'me -riw 
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UP THE GAMBIA. 

There is a river so far under the sovereignty of our 
country that she levies custom • duties on all mer- 
chandise tliat enters it — one of the most beautiful 
rivers in tlie world, and one of the richest in the hopes 
of civilisation — yet almost wholly unknown to the 
English reader. . Having ourselves had an opportunity 
of visiting the Gambia, and not as a mere passing 
voyager, wo arc in hopes that the slight sketch we 
purpose giving of its general aspect will excite the 
curiosity of some, and perhaps occasion the surprise of 
Olliers. 

Before the higli land of Capo Verd could be distinctly 
traced, we felt that wo were approaching the sultrj' 
regions of Western Africa. This feeling increased as 
the faint remains of the trade-wind gently wafted us 
toward the mouth of the river. All nature now seemed 
to bmime changed. The sky had lost its deep-blue 
colour and assumed a light and dazzling hue, from the 
sultriness of the air and the reflection of tlie yellow 
saiuls; the atmosphere was dry and. intcns’ely hot, 
so that, witliont any previous agreement, we found all 
the ship’s company clothed in their thinnest apparel; 
the waters of the sea were now commingled witli those 
of the Gambia, and wore a lighter tint than the usual 
waves of the ocean ; wliile one or two large sharks 
swam near the vessel, watching if any offal should be 
tlirowii out, or any rndng creature should fall over- 
board. Passing by Capo St Mary we soon anchored 
off the island bearing the same name, where the main 
cluinnol of this noble river is about three miles across; 
although above and below i!: is twice wider, 

St Mary’s is a British settlement — the scat of 
British government and tratio in the districts of 
Scnogainbia since the abolition of the slave-trade. 
The island is about sixteen miles in circumference, 
and contmns 9000 or 4000 inhabitants. Its prin- 
cipal town, Bati)urst, has a long row of well-built 
dwelling and store houses fronting the river, present- 
ing a very interesting appearance to the stronger, who 
scarcely expects to fitness such signs civilisation on 
his first view of life in Africa. The cottages and huts 
of the natives lie in the background. Here are to be 
found men of all shades of colour and all degrees of 
civilisation : it would be a jierfect Babel if all were to 
speak their native languages ; but a broken EngUsh 
takes the precedence of other tongues. 'J’he n^gi^s 
who have been located on the island and train^ to 
habits of industry are in general decently clothed, and 
possess comfortablo cottages surrounded by llwle gar^ 
dens; but groups of people from inland towns are to 
be seen in all the rudeness of a semi-barborous condition. 


The mixed iwogeny of European men and negro W'omen 
occupy a middle rank, whilst British merdiunts and ' 
officers form the c.aste of the highest order. A few 
blacks have by dint of persevering industry risen to 
mercantile rank and inlliicsncc, and they imitate the 
KnglUli style and mode of living. 

TJic colony of St Mary’s is not only a roceptacle for 
thousands (^•recaptured slaves— where they learn the 
arts and ways of humanised life— but it is a focus of 
civilisation, and of its. attendant blessings, to the 
neighbouring countries. An important trade is carried 
on between England and the nations of tluj (.lambia. 
Vessels of considerable burden can reach M'Carthy’s 
Island, 250 miles up the river ; and small merchantmen 
of thirty or forty tons navigate the stream about 200 | 
miles farther, nearly to the Palis or Rapids of Barra- | 
conda. As our principal object is to depict the country ] 
and its native inhabitants, we shall not dwell upon llie ^ 
localities inhabited by foreign settlers. 

It w'as a beautiful day in rfanuary w-hon wo weighed 
anchor to proceed up the Gambia. This month and 
that of December, with part of November and Eebruiiry, 
are the finest in the year — the only ones in which an 
Englishman can perfectly enjoy himself. After this 
period the weather becomes intolerably hot : June is a 
month of toniadoes; then come two months of rain, and 
another of tornadoes, which is followed by the drying 
season, the most unhealthy part of the year, for then 
the vegetable matter which had accumulated upon the 
surlleme of tlie soil, and has been decomposed by the 
supervening rains, sends forth its pestiferous cflluvia, 
and causes those fevers which prove so fatal to Euro- 
pean emigrants. At this season every one is sick ; and 
the question is — who shall die or who shall live? But j 
aft€?r two or three years the constitution becomes accli- 
mated, and the annual fever is no more dreaded than 
the influenza in England. Vet the dull, foggy, dreary 
mouths of our English winter arc really delightful to 
think ofTii Western Africa. The thennometcr ranged 
from 80 to 84 degrees Eahrenhcit in the hottest part 
of the day ; but the air was so exhilarating that it was 
' difiScult, to imagine the temperature to be so high, j 
A sea-breeze which prevails-on the coast during the 
day-time filled our sails and fanned, iis up the splendid 
stream. An awning was spread over the , stern-part of 
the deck, anda we sat down in tjie luxury of repose to 
enjoy tt!e wonderful scenery with which wo were sur^ 
rounded. This was rich and magnificent — the vast river 
appeared studded with promontories and islands, and: 
its low banks were liiicd with the majestic man^bvC, : 
This tree grows in the margin of brackish water, and 
propagates itself by letting down suckers, whicU take 
root in the submarme soil, at length forming iinpeno- 
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trable fcm>res of ever- verdant be&ilty. Wherever, the 
bank is Iiigh enough to be dry, the mangrove dUap- 
pearsj and the plains ^ decked with other trees— ^ich 
as tlie Aflritian^oak, the teil-tree, the monkey-bread, the 
tamortn A locust, and lofty jialm thjo, In these open 
spaces the^natlves bftitd their towns, and cultivate pie 
adjoining: l^d, around which dense forests have 
sprung up, the abodes of wild beasts, birds, and reptiles, 
of many species. 

At nightfall the sea-breeze died away, and wc let 
down pur anchor, except when the channel was clear 
a)»d the tide flowing, in which cases the vessel gently 
floated up with the assistance of her boat. In the midst 
of the stream these evenings were, delicious, a\id our 
repose under the awning M^as safe and sweet. The cry 
of the hycena, the howling of the‘ wolf, and an occa- 
sional roar of some larger animal, were distinctly heard 
as they ranged the forests or scoured the open country 
in search of prey; these, and the snorting of the 
liippopotanms, as he playfully tossed the water on high, 
reminded us of the mighty monsters of Africa. But in 
mid -river w'e were 6e<;ure from the violence of the 
beasts and the annoyance of the insect tribe. The 
latter form one of the scourges of these tropical coun- 
tries, especially in moist situations. As soon as night 
puts on lier sablo mantle, the mosqiiito^a issue from 
their lurking* iJlaccs in countless millions, like those 
ci>henieral insects which bask for a few' hours in the 
summer heat of England. 

Although England claims the sovereignty of the 
I Gambia, there is still a small EVench settlement which 
was by some mismanagement exempted tVom British 
jurisdiction. In a late war with our opposite neighbour 
the king of Barra, the sovereignty of the river -bank, 
for half a ntile inland throughout the length of his 
dominions, was cedeil to the Ehiglish. This old king was 
a sad tyrant and a sturdy w'tu-rior ; nor did he yield to 
the cannon and rockets of his civilised enemy w'ithoiit 
a severe struggle, in wdiich many lives w'Orc lost. He 
was as despotic over his own subjects as haughty 
towards strangers, treating his people as if they were 
his own goods and chattels. If ho wdshed to purchase 
an article of foreigi\ luxury, or to buy a horse or a 
wife, he sent some armed men to plunder one of his 
own villages of its children, whom be sold or Imrtercd 
to gratify his desires. On the shores of Barni, the 
lovers of law'less fratoniity might have found a spot 
suited for their Elysium ; fur no Christian priest has 
ever trod this soil, no civilised legislation lias ever 
corrupted the Aative mind I Yet they are, victims of 
wild and ghKimy superstition, and llie law of nature 
seems to be one of unmixed selfishness; for < might 
overcomes right’ th|;oughout these untutored tribes. 

One raomiug we found ourselves beside the mouth 
of a large creek. These are natural canals penetrating 
far into the country, causing openings in the mangrove 
thickets, and making watery highways for social com- 
munication and commerce. 

We entered the boat, and rowed np this creek for 
nearly a mile. Tlie sun’s morning rays could not 
penetrate through the trees, and the breeze* had not 
yet sprung up, so that there was a shady calm and 
stillness almost startling. It is chiefly in these places 
tliat so many English seamen have met their death. 
Vessels conio up the largo creeks for timber, and 
the sailors ihliale the malaria bred in the pestiferous 
woods. Their feverish bodies are deprived of sleep 
through of the atmos^iere and the 

. 8waTihs.^|il||Sp|$dtioe.^; di9ea8?.ia aggravated ; 

by ^ sun aud drinking spirituoiia 

remedies fail of 'hajripg'.ai:^"' 
. .hh^ 0 .-:thus' miserably "peridhe<i 

0^^^^ ahd' '..after 'sunrise, there .was 

of such miasmata* At length we readied a 
in the mangroves, and found ourselves in suhny 
fluids with every sign of ahsiuated nature. MonkOys ; 


chattered over our hlllds, and hurried down with 
their usual curiosity to see the white men ; birds of 
brightest plumage flew about in countless hundreds; 
guinea-foAvl, phesisants, and wood -pigeons, seemed to 
court the sportsman’s gun ; the hawk screeched above 
us, and a royal eagle winged his upward fliglit. A 
native town lay before at a short distance. It was 
inhabited by Jdoofs, who dwell in certain countries of 
^neganfoia— a name given to the region between tlio 
Senegal and .Gambia rivers. The Jaloofs arc very dark 
in their complexion, but are regular in their features 
and of* handsome form, approaching the Euroi>eaii 
model oi size and figure. Their huir is short and 
curli^, and their skin of a jetty black. They frequently 
tattoo themselves with gunpowder or the juice of a 
certain tree. 

The village which we visited was composed of a 
numlier of Imts irrepilarly situated. They were 
generally round, the sides composed of wattled cane 
supported by strong stakes, and the roof a thatch of 
long grass. Sometimes the sides are plastered over 
witli mud, and the tout ensemble has the appearance of a 
large bee-hive.'** The richer or greater num, wlio possess 
several wives, have a proportionate number of huts, all 
enclosed within one fence. A man’s riches arc calcu- 
lattid by the number' of his wives, whom he employs in 
cultivating the soil, and in otlier ways wliicli bring 
pecuniary profit. The women are really a kind of 
household slaves, and upon them devolves all tlie 
laborious pfirt of field and domestic Avork. Nor are 
they regarded as fit companions for their husband, hut 
eat* their meals alone, and often find tlunnselves the 
scorn of their own children. No wonder tlmt many 
Africans regard the birth of a female child as a great 
calamity. I^ior thing! its prosiiects for life are very 
dreary and disheartening. It is only in countries 
where the Bible is made the rule of morals tliat woman 
is raised to her proper rank in society. The Gn^at 
Lawgiver, wlio has denounced polygamy, and deelaicd 
that woman should bo n ‘ help-meet’ for her Imsbaiid, 
who must loA-^e and cherish her us Ins own flesh, lias 
prescribed the only efficacious rule for delivering the 
weaker sex from degrading bondage or Jje/irtloss 
oppression. Nothing hut Christiaiiity will persuade an 
Afi'ican to be married to one wife in lasting wedlock. 
His pecuniary interests are concerned in polygjuny, for 
his wives support him in idleness and dissipation : if 
they do not Avork for him he must Avork for himself. 
Besides, ‘ if I marry according to the white man’s 
fashion, I cannot change in the event of my disliking 
her,* is an argument in the nioiilh of every pagan 
negro. Ignorant of love and of domestic hapjiini’SvS, the 
haughty African pretends to dest>ise the nuptial lionds 
to which the European submits; hut their Avomen envy 
the state of Christian females. The result of our rnorai- 
ising upon this important subject, after all our observa- 
tions made in different lands, approaches nearly to tlie 
old saying — that ‘England is the paradise of Avonion.’ 

Most of the Jaloofs are now nominally Mussuliuen, 
though few of them know any thing of the Mohammedan 
creetL Their conversion Avas made by the sword oi' 
some Moorish king, avIio forced them to acknowledge 
God and his prophet ; which faith they hold in con- 
junction with their native superstitions and heathen 
practices. They eat twice a day — in the morning and 
at sunset. At the time of our Adsit they Avere preparing 
to take their early repast, aud the cliief or headman of 
the village courteously invited us to eat with him and 
Ills (male) friends. IIoAvevcT, upon Avitnessing tlie 
provisiDiij and the process of eating it, wo respectfully 
deelitiod, on the plea that the AkkI did not agree with 
us j which was trtie enough* But we signified our desire 
for friendship/by ac6epting a draught of milk presented 
^ a caMash.^^^ natives sat on the ground round 
wooden bo'^ls, and helped themselves with their hands 
to a preparation of millet called ^oos/coos, stewed with u 
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little meat. Tlie latter was divided with their fingers ; 
and with the same natural instruments they formed tlie 
stew into little balls, wliich they adroitly chucked down 
• their throats. Wo gave the chief a ^ttle tobacco, with 
wliich he was much pleased, and we then withdrew to 
our boat. Outsiihi of the men’s huts wo met a number 
of women, who hiul come to see the white meii. Their 
dress was a simple cloth fastened round the waist, and 
descending nearly to the ankles like a pettidbat; but 
some of lluMU had a number of necklaces and other 
ornaments round various parts of their bodic^. The 
men likewise wore a cloth about their loins, having 
another to throw over thoir shoulders — which the 
women also have for full dress. ^ 

On another day, as we sailed by the dominions of a 
Mandingo king, we paid a visit to one of his towns. 
It differed little from that which we have already 
described, only it was larger, and the huts were con- 
.strncted with mud walls. The residence of the bhief, 
v;ho was a ‘ great man,’ was made of the same mateidal, 
being a circular apartment with an outer and inner 
wall ; but a number of huts were eticloped within his 
X»recin(;ts. We were nt a loss to discover how any one 
could obtain acaiess to tbe interior, as neitlier door nor 
window at first appeared ; but our intci*prctcr sliew^cd 
us a sm.all aperture, through which one must crecj> on 
hands and feet, and wliich siiiiplies the places of door, 
windows, and (diimney. The palaces of the warrior- 
kings are soinetinies fortified, and are of larger size 
and hotter workmanship than those which we Iiavc 
described. Tlie Maiidingocs are not so jetty black as 
the Jaloofs, and liave more of tlie Guinea style of nose, 
lips, and hair; but they are tall and well -formed. 
Tlu'y are a warlike people, and possess many kingdoms 
in this part of Africa. 

As wc sailed up the river, wo bepn to lose the 
mangroves, and to form a closer acquaintance with the 
alligators, which liask in great numbers on the sunny 
; banks. The sea-breeze also began to fail us, and our 
! progress was slowly made by tlie tides and the towdng- 
! i)oats. Wc were therefore obliged to anchor whilst 
the water ebbi‘d ; but this enabled us to go fretpicntly 
I ashore, and make short excursions to see the country 
! wliere it was not covered with w'ood. The danger of 
, wild beasts and serpents, the fear of losing ourselves, 
and tlio ilread of meeting Avitli any hostile ilepredators, 

' deterred us from penetrating into these Viist forests. 

The grass also is a great hinderance to i»eripatetic 
' movements, .as it grows ns Idgh as a man’s head ; but 
the natives frequently set fire to it, when the country 
presents the appearance of a vast conflagration. There 
is a danger, however, of valuable timber being burned 
at tlie same time. So with the corn-fields : the seeds 
are planted immediately before the rain begins to fall; 
after it is over, the harve.st is, rii>e, the whole process 
occuiiying but a few months of the year. The tops of 
I the stalks are cut off', the grain is winnowed by women, 
i and the stubble is subsequently burned. 

I One day in the course of our peregrinations vre fell 
; in witli a village of pastoral Eodlahs. Wc M^ere sur- 
! l^rised to see the lightness of their complexion. The 
: young women esiiecially wx're very fair, not being darker 
than an ordinary mulatto. They were of European 
eliape, with black, silky hair, well-proportioned, and of 
delicate features. As they wore little clothing, they 
exhibited their form to the best advantage, and seemed 
proud of their proximity in colour to the Tubabo or 
white man, with whom they claim a kind of consan- 
guinity. The iiastoral Foolahs differ from the Teuci^ora 
in colour as much as in their national habits, and 
customs. The latter are a powerful people, possbssing 
many kingdoms, interspersed amon^ those of the 
Mandingoes and Jaloofs; but the nomadic tribes have ! 
no lands of their own: they are passiotiatelf^ond of | 
cattle, which they feed in the territory of any chief | 
who will not injure, them, paying tribute for the right i 


of pasturage. They are frequently the victims of 
those intoruatioual feuds which the slave-trade has 
produce<i, and are plundered by marauding chiefrahis, 
who live at the expense of their ncighbosirs. They do 
not seem ip have any definite notions of religion, dr. 
even of a human soul; but while tliey keep aloof from 
the religion* practices of other pagans and the dogmas 
of Mohammed, they are the victims of many fears 
connected with witclicraflb and sorcery. Moijt of the 
Tcucolors are Mussulmen. A third class of Koolahs 
are the Loubies— a vagabond, stunted race, the gipsies 
of Western Africa. 

Such arc the principal inhabitants of this noble river, 
which Is almost unknown in history, and bus never 
been celebrated in the verse of a poet. Yet deeids of 
war and of liarbaric chivalry have been here wrought 
which might liave formed tlio tlicme of many a Jay of j 
Border minstrelsy. The Gambia has had its noted 
warriors and adventurers, its councillors, crusaders, 
and Robin Hoods. One of the last of these freebooters, 
named Kcmintang, avms for inany years the scourge 
and terror of tbe upper districts of the Gambia, liis 
cvcnlful history and savage deeds of valour and cruelty 
might have formed a narrativci of no small interest to 
the lovers of romance. 

The waii^ authentic records raiist for over leave 
unsolved sorpii very interesting questions of AlVican 
histor}’’. How came such a. variety of nnlions, sijcaking ! 
diflerent languages and having ditlerent manners, to be i 
so curiously intermingled in tins {lortion of the earth’s I 
suriace? IIow is it tJiat tliese i>eo]>le arc now found in j 
a semi -barbarous condition, while traces remain of j 
civilisation and mental culture of no mean onler? 
For the language of a peojvle eonUins the hieroglyphics 
of th6ir former eharaotcr, just as the I’^Tamiils and 
ruined temples of Egyiit would convince us of her 
ancient grandeur if all literary records had perished in 
the flames which consumed the library of Alexandria. 
The language of the Foolahs contains words and termi- 
nations exceeilingly like the names of the olii Cartha- 
ginian heroes wlio fought witli gigantic Home. In 
other respects it bears tlie marks of considerable taste 
and genius : its eupbonic and intricate grammatical 
chimges cannot have lieen the product of a barbarous 
peojile. It exhibits far richer traits of refinement than 
does the dialect of modern Egypt, and deserves the 
study of a curious philologist. A rough sketch of its 
grammar and imjxirfect vocabulary of words in manu- 
script, by the Rev. H. M. Macbrair, may bo seen in the 
library of the British Museum. Are these people the 
descendants of the once far-famed Carthaginians ? If 
not, how came they here, with such a colour of skin 
and such a language ? 

Tlie Mandingo tongue, altogether different from tlie 
Foohih, may be called the Italian of Africa — so simple, 
euphonical, and full of soft vowel sounds. It would 
make a beautiful language for ladies, and iniglit bo 
formed into the melodious verses of Tasso. Wlience 
this dialect w’as d(;rivcd, and how it was moulded into 
such pleasant combinations, is auotlicr marvel among 
the Avonders of Africa. 

After passing several beautiful islands, only inhabited 
by wild beasts and serjAents, we reached M‘Cartliy’s 
Isle — an oasis of civilisation in tliis vast desert of the 
mind, and as sucli deserving of separate consideration : 
it is one of the brightest hopes of Central Africa. 'I’lic 
river, Avlvich below tins place is about three-quarters of 
a mile in breadtli, gradually narrows as far as Fatt^- 
tendo, Ailiere us stream is 100 yards wide, and two or 
three fathpms deep in the dry season. Here are 
various , depots of Euro|)eau niercJiantlise, os a con- 
siderable trade is carried on with the interior by mcana ^ 
of native merchants. The tide rises a few inches as \ 
far as the Falls or Rapids of Barraconda, aliove Fatta- 
tenda. Beyond this point the river is ULOt navigable 
fer boats, and the country assumes a wH^ aspect. 


CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


Wliilo we tarried uj) river the weather jbeoame 
intolerably hot, and: we dowiiwai^* before 

tli6 » coming rains. , ^ the middle of March jj||in 

tlie same timt in Miiy» thermometer st<^d at 304 
degrees tq i IQ degrees Fahrenheit in tho sh44e during 
the whole of the 4i^» it did not sink lower ttian 90 
degrees in the night; A strong wind the 

east, as pa^ied as the deserts from which it came, 
drying up every kind of moisture, and Ailing every 
place with light sand. It seemed impossible to stir in 
this burning teropt^rature, and we were much annoyed 
with the prickly heat in our skin, and with other 
inconveniences from noxious insects. In ^ay the 
evenings began to grow cloudy, and sheet *lig)itning 
appeared in the distance. Tiio negroes now became 
busy in the fields, where the women were employed in 
sowing grain. The first ‘shower fell near the end of 
May, and in a few days the tornadoes began. These 
may be classed with the grandest phenomena of nature. 
Due notice of their ax)|}rQach is given by a blackness 
which rises from the horizon until it covers the whole 
heaven; then a deep and solemn silence prcyails, as if 
nature were collecting all her energy to swell the 
coming blast. Meanwlulc all the animal creation may 
be seen hastening to their wonted places of shelter: 
birds, beasts, fowls, with trembling haste to escape the 
storm. Presently a rustling noise is hcar^, and then a 
terrific wind sweeps the earth, as if it would hurry 
away everything with resistless violence. The rain 
next falls in torrents, not dropping, but pouring, so as 
to flood tlie ground in a few minutes. Lightning flashes 
from every quarter of the heavens at the same instant, 
illuminating the country in the darkest night, and 
making the smallest objects visible. Forked streams of 
electric fluid slioot up and down the black clouds, and 
rattling diundcr drowns, every other sound in the noise 
of its deafening peals. These tornadoes always blow 
from the east ; and when overlakeu by one of them in 
sailing down the river, we took in all sail, and were 
blown forw’ard with amazing velocity, scudding on 
biiro poles till the angry wind had somew’hat lulled. 
It has been computed by actual measurement that as 
great a depth of rain has fallen in one day in Western 
Africa as during a whole year in England. 

tup: DUKE D’ENGHIEN. 

M. i>E Lamaiitine’s * History of the Restoration,* now 
in course of publication, will no doubt greatly add to 
the authoria deserved popularity as a writer, and to 
many minds will bring up the recollection of events to 
>vhich in the present day there is no parallel; We 
confess that we have read the first two divisions of the 
work with much pleasure, but also with some degree 
of pain. Tlie accounts which M. de liaraartine, as a 
faithful historian, finds it his duty to present, are in 
some instances a fearful revelation of the lengths to 
which Napoleon went in vindication of his authority. 
Perhaps nothing in tJic whole range of histoiy equals 
in atrocity the assassination of the yOung Duke 
dXnghien; and as it is important to have the real 
truth unfolded of tliis terrible affair, w'e propose, with 
the aid of tlie no^ tbrowm on it by Lamartine, 
to lay it beib;r0 the reader. It may be of use to begin 
with a the genealogy of this hapless 

victim of poUtibil yen^ . % . 

The Duke a descendant of ilfe great 

Prince of the family of Bourbon, 

who, geneml,: died ".in . 

descerit from - .this • 
^dividual was 'Xduis 'Henri: '.Joseph, Duke.^de- , 

who, at the outbreak of the Itevolutloii of 
J|p9, emigrated with many others of the French 


nofjilessey and held a command in the small array raised 
in Germany to fight for tlie declining cause of Louis 
XVL In this desperate, and, ns it proved, vain attempt, 
the Duke de Boiftbon was accompanied by his youth- 
ful son, Antoine Henri, l*riuco d’Engliicn. Failing in 
their miiitavy enteiprisc, the emigrant army dispersed. 
Many wpt to England, and among this number was 
included the Duke do Bourbon; his son remained in 
Germany, where he resolved to live till better times. 
BiddinjI adieu to relatives and companions in misfor- 
tune, he*retired to the chflteau of Ettenhcim, near the 
towi%of that name, in the archdukedom of Baden. 
This was in 1S04, when Bonaparte h.*ul attained the 
position of First Consul of France, and, in the pos- 
session of almost uncontrolled authority, had prepared 
measures for being crowned emperor. In the selection 
of Ettenhcim as a favourite scene of retirement, the 
duke was influenced by perfectly honourable motives. 
He had bccomo attached to the Princess Charlotte 
do Rohan-Rocnefort, niece to the Cardinal de Rohan, 
who possessed Ettenhcim as part of his nrehhishoprie. 
With the view of residing near this lady, D’Eiighien 
came to Ettenheim, and there, it is said, he w'as 
privately married to her, the ancient ehtlteau being at 
the same time resigned by the cardinal for the accom- 
modation of his niece. Wiien the catastrophe w'hich wc 
are now about to relate occurred, it is not quite clear 
that D’Enghien and his wife lived togetlier in the old 
ch&teau; and, according to some accounts, the union 
had not yet taken place. This circumstance, however, 
is immaterial to the narrative. It is indisputable that 
the Duke d’Engbien lived in an exceedingly retired 
manner at Ettenheim, where he took no part whatever 
in political afiairs: indeed he never quitted the place 
except to pursue field-sports in the neighbourhood, of 
which he was very fond, or to make a sliort excursion 
into Switzerland. 

It will easily be supposed that at this period Bona- 
parte was exceedingly jealous of encroachments on his 
newly-acquired supreme power in France ; and it is but 
justice to acknowledge that he had some cause for 
apprehension. The republican armies had put down 
extenial aggression, but witliin the bosom of French 
society secret conspiracies were formed against tlie 
life of the First Consul ; and it was generally believed 
that the British government privately aided in these 
furtive designs. No one can now seriously believe that 
English ministers could have lent tlieniBclvcs to schemes 
for assassinating even their worst enemy; but Napo- 
leon himself always pretended that such was tlie 
case, either through a perverse mistake or with the 
view of palliating the act of villany into which 
his fears or his vindictiveness unhappily precipitated 
him. In tlie early part of 1804, a conspiracy was 
discovered in l^ris, the parties implicated being mostly 
men of distinction. General Georges had been some 
time previously arrestetl, and those in his employment 
^stated that he had been visited at intervals by a young 
man^ to whom great respect was shewn. The police 
oqiyectured tliat this secret visitor was the Duke 
d’Enghien, to whose personal appearance he bore a 
resemblance. Spies wore forthwith despatched to 
Ettenheim, to lekrn something of the duke’s move- 
ments, and tlie sto^ they brought back w'as that the 
prince iiaf^ionally aba^^^^ from home— the 

truth being that at such times he was out on shooting 
cxcunions, and had never so much as crossed the 
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Ercncli frontier. These absences, however, were mado : 
coincident with the visits to Geort'cs, the conspirator, 
in Paris; and on this flimsy ground of accusation iV 
was resolved to seize the person of the duke, and bring 
liim into France. That the seizure must be made by a 
military force, and ou foreign soil, formed no obstacle 
to the French authorities. ^ 

Acting under the immediate orders of Napoleon — 
as has been verified by the statements of his private 
secretary, Menneval— General Ordener iJroceedsd from 
Paris, under a feigned name, to Strasburg, he 

obtained a large military force to proceed to Ktten- 
heim. He set out secretly on the nigiit of tlie l^tli of 
March 1804^, and having arrived at Strasburg, took 
counsel with General Leval, Chariot the colonel of 
i gendarmes, and llio commissary of police. It was 
resolved by this cojiclavc to anticipate and facilitate 
the capture by despatching spies. The two rascals 
pitched on for this mission were Stahl a police«oflSccr, 
and a man named Pfersdoff, both bein^ able to speak 
I Gennan, an(| act the part of wandering peasants. By 
these mean agents the localities were reconnoitred, 
and private particulars learned respecting the move- 
ments of the duke. The appearance of tlie spies did 
I not escape observation : a vague suspicion was created, 
i but no stops were taken by the duke or Jiis domestics to 
avoid a possible danger. Having done nettling wrong, 
tlierc was nothing to be feared. Accordingly all proved 
favourable for the enterprise. It is here proper to 
. state that the account of the tw'O spies confirmed a 
ixiliort which had reached the French authorities, that 
Dumouriez, who was knowm to be engaged in a plot 
I against the First Consul, lived in communication with 
j the Duke d’Knghien. This was a mistake originating 
; in a similarity of names. The person supposed to be 
; Dumouriez was in reality a harmless French emigrant, 
named De Thomery. What mischief sprung fj^:om this 
silly mistake I 

‘ On the evening of the 14tli March,' proceeds Lamar- 
tine, * General Ordener, accompanied by General Fririoii, 

I chief of General Leval’s staff, and by Chariot, colonel 
: of gendarmes, set out in the dark from Strasburg, 
j toivards the ferry of Rheinau on the Rhine, and found 
there, at an appointed hour, 300 dragooii8,'flftceii ferry- 
I men, with five large boats ; and lastly, thirty mounted 
: gendarmes, destined to be employed in the violation of 
I dwellings jmd seizure of persons, in an expedition more 
i worthy of lictors than of soldiers. The Rhine was 
! crossed in silence at midnight ; and the column, unper- 
j coived during the sleep of the German peasants on the 
' right bank, and guided by dillerent roads, arrived, as 
I the day v'as breaking, at Ettcnheim. The spies, whom 
Ordener and Cluu'lot had brought with them, pointed 
.out to the gendarmes the houses which were to bo 
invested. Colonel Chariot first caused to be surrounded 
that which was supposed to be Inhabited by Dumouriez, 
but which "was really inhabited by the emigrant General 
de Thomery ; and tliou hastened with another detach- 
ment of troops to encircle and attack tho house which 
contained the principal prey marked out at Paris. 
Ordener, w’ith his dragoons, liad formed a belt of cavalry 
around the town and the i)aths that environed it^ so 
that no attempt at escape or resistance should succeed 
in thwarting the vengeance of the First Consul/ Early 
in the morning, the chateau of Ettcnheim was violently 
forced open; and the duke, who was in the oct^f dress^ 
ing to set out for the chase, was iimn^iately seized^ 
i resistance, at first thought of, being 6pee^^i^;^llewn to 
j be impracticable. ‘ The prince was dragged away from 
I his residence Syithout iKjing permitted tp take a last 
I farew'ell of her whom he left sw'tKmiiig and in fears. 


Wldile Qrclencr withdrew, and mustered his dragoons, 
the Duke d’Enghien, with his companions iii captivity; 
iViis seciiri^ ; at a short distance from tho viUitge ini^ a 
[ niill cafije^ Xh Tuileriet Here he v'as permitted ip 
Send to the chkteau for his dog, *'his clothes, and his 
linen; aild*shortly afterwards, placed in a cart with 
his attendants, he was carried forw^ard to the ferry. 

At five o’clock in the* afternoon of the same day ho 
arrived iii Strasburg, and for security was confined in 
the citadel. WTiile here immured for abi)ut two days, 
he was allowed to write to the Princess de Rohan, 
describing his situation. At one o’clock in the morn- 
ing of Sunday the 18th, having only had time to dress, 
he was placed in a carriage drawn by six horses, under 
the escort of several gendarmes, one of whom sat beside 
him. The carriage, travelling day and night, arrived 
on the liOth March, at three o'clock in the jifternoon, 
at the gates of Paris ; and after a short pause at f ho 
ministry of foreign affairs, proceeded by tho external 
Boulevards to Vincennes. The cariiagp, which liad 
been expt*ctcd, passed the drawbridge of that fortress, 
and stopped in the court at the door of the chef de 
bataillon, Hard, the commandant of the castle. . . . 

‘Tlie prince descended from the carriage, shivering 
with cold ai^l the moist air. Hard, feeling for his 
situation, jffekod him to walk up into liis apartment 
to warm himself by the fire. ‘'With jfieasure,” said 
the prince as ho thanked him : “ I shall look on a fire 
w*iili great satisfaction: I shall also be glad to linre 
something to cat, for I liavo taken nothing during the 
wliole day.’* A poor woman belonging to a religious 
order, who educated the children of M»io Hand, 
and who lived outside the castle, was coming down tho 
staircase from the eommandant’a quarters at the mo- 
ment the prisoner was going up with his guardian. 
She heard the dialogue, and drew aside to let the young 
man pass. ‘MIc was pale,” she says, “ and apiKjarcd 
very much fatigued : he was tall, and his appearance 
was noble and striking. He w as dressed in a long 
uniform riding - coat, of blue cloth, with a cloth cap 
ornamented with gold lace.”' llarel, not aware of 
wdiat was to follow, provided an apartment for the duke, 
and furnished liim w’ith supper. Of this melancholy 
meal the dog which liad accoinpjinied liis master grate- 
fully partook. After supper the duke wrote a letter 
to the princess, and then laid himself dowui and 
slept profoundly, like a man who anticipates a happy 
wakening. 

Little was tire imfortun.ate prince aware of the 
measured that had been adopted to insure his destruc- 
tion, Already within a room of the castle a mock 
tribunal had been formed by the nomination of Murat, 
governor of Paris. Tlie names of the miscreants who 
composed this sham court were General llulliii, presi- 
dent ;, Colonels Bazancourt, Barrois, Guitton, Ravior, 
and Rabbe; D’Auteiicourt, judge-advocate ; and Molin, 
chief- secretary. Promptitude, 8ilencc% secrecy w'cre 
enjoined; and the trial was to be only a method of 
passing sentence. Savary, wdio appears to have been 
deeply implicated in liurrying tlie duke to his fate, 
attended as a spectator to prevent any mismanage- 
ment. We again take up the thread of Lamartine’s 
liiurative. 

‘ It w’as eleven o’clock at night, when the lieutenant, 
Koirot, and the tw^o gendarmes, Thersis and Lerva, j 
entered the wm where tlie young prince was asleep. 
These men had tender hearts under the rude uniform 
of their profiission, atid tliey Ipive since avowed how 
much ft cost them to interrupt thus, by the summons 
of death, the only happiness which a captive caii taste, 
and how gladly they would have prolonged, at least for 
some minutes, the repose or the dreams of the prince, 
who was a soldier like themselves. But the tribunal 
and Savary were waiting. They awakened the jprince 
witliout precipitation, aiid without harshness of wOrd 
or gesture, aiid he could perceive xiity in their eyes j 




mid in their accents. H6 dressed himself in the same 
elotlies as the evenfng before. He biittoned his goiters, 
and put oh his travehing-eap^nneert^^^ whether they 
had cail(^ Mm to n^ke an a{ipeai*ahce pr |o depart; 
and he permitted hi^ dbii;^ which had - slept at his feet, 
to follow him. ^He, then went with the lieutenant and* 
the two gendarmes through the staircases, the corridors, 
and the courts, and was introduced into the chamber 
adjoining the saloon of Hare], wdiere he foimd himself | 
in the presence of the judge-advocate, D’Autencourt. 
It was then midnight, as it apiiears by the date of the 
examination,* To D’Autencoiirt’s questions as to who 
and w'liut he was, and what had been bis modo of life 
and actions, he gave simple and explicit answers, not 
one of which could associate him in any respect with a 
conspiracy; and he finally begged to be allowed to 
have an interview with the First Consul. . This request 
w'as not oficeded to. Before his assumed judges, to 
whom he was immediately introduced, the same plain 
answers were given to all interrogatories. The trial 
was a burlesque oh justice. The accused was con- 
fronted with no witnesses ; no documentary evidence 
was i^roduced against him ; he was allowed no advo<!ate 
' — a fwiint in itself clearly illegal. There was literally 
nothing to criminate the prince but suspiocon, and that 
founded on mistakes. Anxiously was lie*i)res8ed to 
reveal the pjiiticulars of the conspiracy in which he 
was presumed to be engaged. He could only tell that 
he had borne arms against France, hut in lionourablc 
wiirlUrc ; and that, as a Bourbon, be must naturally 
retain ii feeling of hostility against^ the revolutionary 
government. He also confessed that he had for some 
time been dependent for subsistence on bounty kindly 
extended to him by England. Having with a noble 
candour given tliese explanations, the ac’cused was 
ordered to withdraw, Bavury, the olbcers of tlie legion 
of gemlnrrnerie and of the line, and the sjiocfcators also, 
retired to allow tlie judg(.‘s to deliberate in silence and 
secrecy. Their deliberation lasted no longer than 
was requirc'd by decency to give Ihem an appearance 
of having reflected, when, with a unanimous Toice, 
they pronounced him guilty of having homo arms 
against the French republic; of being in communication 
with England, and concerned in conspiracies against 
the life of the First Consul. Tlui sentence — death! 

‘ “ Let it go forth,” said the president of this tribunal, 

“ to the times in wliich w'e live, that, liaving Ixien 
appointed judges, we have been compelled to give 
judgment under the |)enalty of being judged ourselves !” 
'J"hey forgot, however, that they could not be judges I 
without a . culprit, and that he who was brought before ; 
them >vas not amenable lo their tribunal, but w'as an 
exile dragged before his enemies with the bayonet' at i 
his throat. They also forgot that they would indeed 
be judged by the equity of the world, by their own 
conscience, and by the Almighty. .... 

* As soon as the judgment was pronounced, and even 
before it was drawn up, Hullin sent to infonn Savaiy 
and the judge-advocate of the sentence of death, in 
order that they might take their measures its exe- 
cution. It seemed as if the time was equally pressing 
to the tribunal as to those who awaited their decision, 
and as if an invisible genius was hurrying along the 
acts, formaJities, and hours, in order that the morning’s 
sun might not witness the deeds of the night. Hullin 
and his colleagues remained in the hall of council, and 
drew up at random the judgment they had just given ; j 
and this short and Ui>skilfully - preparSd dotjlument 
(siunming up a yrhole in two questions | 

and two imswerS) terminated with the older to execute i 
tlie seribepen^rt , j 

As the ek^ution on the open esplanade of the castle | 
might have led to' unpleasant consequences, Savaiy | 
r^ged to have it perpetrated within the fosse of the I 
, mtUftcation. *Harei received ordelrs to give up the 
of gateways ohd steps which desdendcKl 


from the towers, and opened on the foundations of the 
chateau, to point out the different outlets and sites, and 
to procure a gravedigger to commence opening a grave 
while the man for whom it was intended still breathed. 

A poor working gardener of the chateau, named 
Bontemps, was aroused, and his work pointed out to 
him. He was furnisiied with a lantern to guide him 
through the labyrinth of the moat, and light him while 
he dug the pit. Bontemps descended with his slmvel 
and pickaxe to the bottom of the moat, and finding the , 
^oiind ini about dry and hard, be recollected that they 
had begun to dig a trench the evening before at the 
foot of the Queen’s Pavilion, in the angle formed by 
the tSwer and a little parapet wall, for the purpose, 
it was said, of depositing rubbish in it. lie acc-ordingly 
went to the foot of the tower, marked out in paces the 
measure of a man’s body extended at length, and dug 
in the earth, that had been already moved, a grave for 
the corpse they were preparing for it. 'J'ho Duke 
d’Enghicn could have heard from his window, over 
the humming noise of the troops below, the dull and 
regular sound ^f the pickaxe which was digging liis 
last restingidace. 

‘ Savary at the same time marched down and ar- 
ranged slowly ill the moat tlie detachments of troops 
who were to witness tins military death, and ordered 
tlie firing-party to load their muskets. 

‘The jirincc was far from suspecting cither so much 
rigour or so much haste on the x>art of his judges. Ho 
did not doubt that even a sentence of death, if awarded 
by the commission, would give occasion for an exhi- 
bition of magnanimity on the pjirt of the First Consul. 
He had granted an amnesty to emigrants taken with 
arms in their hands; how could it be doubted, then, 
that ho who pardoned obscure and culpable exiles 
would not honour himself by an act of justice or cle- 
mency towards an illustrious prince, beloved by all 
Europe, and innocent of all crime ? 

‘ He had been taken back, after his interrogatories 
and his appearance licfore the military commission, 
into the room wliere he had slept. lie entered it | 
without exhibiting any of that terror wliicli prisoners 
experience in the anxiety and uncertainty of their st;ii- 
‘ tence. With a serene countenance and unembarrassed 
mind he conversed with his gendarmes and i>layed 
with his dog. Lieutenant Noirot, who was on guard 
over him, had formerly served in a regiment of cavalrj'^ 
commanded by a colonel who was a friend of the Prince 
of Conde'. Ho Jiad also seen the I>iike d’Enghicn, when 
a child, sometimes accompany liis father to reviews 
and field-days of the regiment ; and he reminded the 
prinee of that period and these circumstances of his 
youth. The duke smiled at tlicse reminiscences, and 
renewed them himself by other recollections of his 

infancy, which mingled with those of Noirot A 

noise of footsteps, advancing slowly toM^ards the cham- 
ber, interrupted this agreeable Jind last indulgence 
of captivity. It was the commandant of ' Vincennes, 
Harel, ac-companied by the brigjulierof the gendarmerie 
of the village, Aufort. This friend of Harel had been 
permitted to remain in one of the commandant’s rooms, 
after having ordcrcnl the prince’s supper, and from 
thence lie heard or seen all the events of the night. 
Harel, agitated and ti'cmbling at the mission he had to 
fuJfil, hod permitted Aufort to follow and assist Mm in 
Ms message to the prisoner. 

‘ They salujtcd the prince respectfully, but neither of 
them b^ the firmness to acquaint Mm with the tnitli. 
The dejected attitude and trembling voice of Harel 
alone reyeaicd to the eye and the heart of the prince 
a fatal frtesehtimMt of the rigour of his judges. He 
thought they licw came for him only to hear his sen- 
tence renfir Hard desired him, on the part of the 
tribunal, to follow him, and he went before with a ! 
lantern In his handii^tMough the .corridors, the pas- , 
sages, and the cqurts it was necessary to cross to 


arrive at the building called the “Devil’s Tower.'* 
The interior of this tower contained the only sburcase 
and the only door descending to and opening into the 
lowest moat. The prince appeared to hesitate two or 
tliree times on going into tins suspicious tower, like a 
victim which smells the blood, and which resists and 
turns back its head on crossing the threshold of a 
slanghtcr-liouse. * 

‘ Savary, while waiting till the prisoner hftef descended 
to the place of execution, and till the detachments and 
firing-party had been drawn up on tlio ground, wiis 
warnung himself, standing by Harers lire, in the hall 
where the trial hud taken place. UuHin, after having 
sent otf his /jrorM ve;rbal oi condemnation, wn^ sitting 
at the tal)le, with hia back turned towards Savary. 
Ib^ping that tlie sentence would be commuted by the 
po^ver arid clemency of the First Consul, he began 
reading, in his own name and in the name of all his 
colleagues, a letter to Boimpartc, to communicate to 
him tile desire tliat the siccused had expressed of 
obtaining an audience of him, and to supplicate him to 
remit a punislimcnt which the rigour "tf tlieir functions 
alone liad forced them to award. “What iirc you 
doing ? ” said the man after Bouai^arte’s heart, approach- 
ing JJullin. “I am Meriting to the First Consul,” said 
the i)resident, “ to acquaint him with the request of 
tlie coiidenuied, and the wishes of the council.” But 
8a. vary, taking the pen from the hands of the presi- 
dent. said to him, “Your biisinesa is doiiej the rest 
is mi tie.” 

‘ llullin yielded to the authority of the general, and 
arose; inorl.ified at being deprived of the jirivilege of 
reeommeraliiig a prisoner to mercy, whieli is inherent 
in all tribunals and military conimissioiis. lie thought 
that Savary claimed this privilege for liimsclf, and he 
ct,)iuplaiiu!d to Iris colleagues of a despoilsni which left 
the remorse more heavy on their consciences. lie then 
pnqiared to return w'itli tiiein to I*aris. 

‘ llarel uii<l Aufort jiroceded the duke in silence 
down the steps of the narrow winding staircase, wdiicli 
d(, ascended tf) a postern through the massy walls of this 
tower. Tlie iirince, w'ith an instinctive horror of the 
place, and of the depth beneatli the soil to which tho 
stops were leading him, began to think they were not 
coiKlucting him before the judges, but into the hands 
of murdei'crs, or to the gloom of a dungeon. Ho trcni- 
bleil ill all his limbs, and convulsively drew back his 
foot, as he addressed his guides in front ; “ Wliere are 
you conducting me?” lie demanded with a stiflet> 
voice. “If it is to bury me alive in a dungeon, I 
would rather die this instant.” “ Sir,” replied Harel 
turning round, “ follow me, and smiimoii up all your 
courage.” The prince partly coinprcheiidod him, and 
followed. 

‘Tlicy at length issued from tho winding staircase 
through a low postern, which opened on the bottom of 
tho moat, and continued walking for some time in the 
chirk, along tho foot of tlie lofty walls of the fortress, as 
far as tlie basement of the Queen’s Pavilion. When 
they luui turned the angle of this pavilion, wdiich had 
concealed imotlier part of tlie moat behind its walls, the 
prince suddenly found himself in front of the detacli- 
niunt of the troops drawn up to witness his death. 
Tho firiiig-i)arty selected for the execution was sepa- 
rated from tlie rest; and the barrels of their lUuskets, 
reflecting the dull light of some lanterns carried by a 
few of the attendants, threw a sinister glare on the 
moat, the massy 'walls, and tlie newly-dtig grave. The 
prince stopped at a sign from his guides within a few 
paces of the firing-party. He saw his fate at a glance, 
but lie neither trembled nor turned pale. .4: i^ight and 
chilling rain was falling from a gloomy jjikyj and a 
melancholy silence reigned throughout thgymoat. Ho- 
thing disturbed the horror of the scene buttne whisper- 
ing and shuffling feet of a few, groups of officers wvl 
soldiers who had collected upon the parapets ahoye, 


and on the drawbridge "which led into tho forest of 
VincOnnes. 

' • Adjutant Pelltf, who commanded the detachmoiiitj 
with his. lowered, advanced towards the prittipe. 
He held his hand tho sentence of the inilltary com- 
mission, which he read in a low dull voice, but perfectly 
intejingiblS. The prince listened without making an 
observation or losing his firmness. He seemed to have 
collected in an instant all his courage, and all the 
military heroism of his race, to shew his enemies that 
he knew how to die. Two feelings alone seemed to 
occupy him during the moment of intense silence which 
foUoM;ed the read iug of his sentence; one was to invoke 
the aid of religion to soothe his last struggle, and tho 
other to communicate his dying thoughts to her he was 
going to leave desolate on earth. 

‘He accordingly asked if lie could have the assistance 
of a priest, but there was none in the castle; and though 
a few minutes •would suffice to c.‘all the curi? of Vin- 
cennes, they were tog iniuih pressed for time, and too 
anxious to avail themselves ol the night, whiclj wa.s to 
shroud everything, ’fhe officers nearest to him made a 
sign that he must renounce this consolatioi.i ; and one 
brutal fellow, from tl\o midst of a grou][>, called out in 
a tone of jrony : “Do you wish, then, to die like a 
Capuchin*?” 

* The prince raised his head with an air of indignation, 
.and turning towards the group rif officers ami gendannes 
who had accoinpaniod him to the ground, he asked in 
a loud voice if there was any one amongst thorn willing 
to do him one lust stfrvice. Lieutenant Muirot advanced 
from the group and niiproaclied liiiii, tlnis sufllciently 
evincing his intention. The prince said a few words to 
liim in a low voice, and Noirot, taming towards the 
side occupied by the troops, said: “Cicndannes, have 
any of you got a pair of scissors about you?” Tho 
gondurme.s Bcarchcd their (uirtridge-boxes, and a pair 
of scissors was passed from hand to hand to tho 
prince. He took off his cap, cut one lock from liis 
hair, drew a Jotter from liis pocket, and a ring from his < 
finger; then folding the hair, the letter, and the ring in 
a slieet of pajKT, he gave the little packet, his solo 
inheritance, to Lieutenant Noirot, cliargiiig him, in tlie 
name of pity for Ins situation and Iiis death, to send 
them to the young X’rinccss Charlotte de Jiohan at 
Ettciilioim. 

‘ This love-message being thus confided, he collected 
himself for a moment, with Ins hands joined, to ofler up 
a last prayer, and in a low voice r(;comuiendcd his .soul 
to God. lie then -walked a few jia-ces, to place him- 
self ill front of the firing-party, whose loaded muskets 
he saw glimmering at a short distance. The light of a 
largo lantern, containing several candles, placetl upon 
the little wall that stood over the open gr.ave, gleamed 
full upon him, and lighted the aim of tlie soldiers. 
The firing- party retired a few paces to a jiroiwr dis- 
tance, the adjutant gave the word to fire, mid the young 
prince, as if struck by a thunderbolt, fell upon the 
earth, without a cry and without a struggle. that 
moment the clock of the castle struck the hour of 
three. 

‘ Httllln and his colleagues were waiting in the ves- 
tibule of Hard’s quarters for their carriage to convey 
them back to Paris, imd were talking with some bitter- 
ness of Savary’s refusal to transmit their letter to liis 
master, when an unexpected explosion, resounding 
from the moat of the forest gate, made the^i etart and 
tremble, smd taught them yiat judges should never 
reckon upon anything but justice and their con-^ 
science. This still small voice pursued them throt^hi 
their lives. Tlie Duke d’Enghicn was no more: 

‘Ills dog, which had followed him into the moat, 
yelled when he saw him fall, and threw himself on the 
body of his master. It was witii difficulty tbe/poor 
animal coutd be torn away from the spot, a^d given to : 
one of the prince’s servants, who took to tlie 
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j i^tSncesfl Ciiartotte-4- mesB^nger from that 

: tDhib where :slcj>t the whom ehc never 

cei^d to ikploro. ' jptto he was^ 

in the grraVe dng tihdeir^ ; and they htirilc^ #Uh 

■ him hia moneys hia vateh, his rings, liis trinkotSf and A 
chain that he w6i% rn^ They took nothing; 

from the! but tlie diary of life journey, 

which cover, and addressed to lidal 

for the First CdnauU ft is only necessary to add that; 
Napoleon, cm hearing the whole circumstances of the 
case, said, * *Tis well I * It is known that he afterwards 
loaded the murderers of the Duke d’Engliien with 
wealth and honours. 

The ^finishing scene of this terrible divama remains to 
he noticed. On the day aften* the execution, a post- 
chaise witli four horses, containing n young lady and an 
old man, drove up to the door of the inn at Vincennes. 
Tlio lady was the Princess de Ilohan, and the aged man 
was her father. The princess had hurried from the 
borders of the llhinc to implore pardon for him she 
loved. She aiTJved in time only ft) learn his death, and 
to mourn a separation till reunited in a better world. 

Every sort of shuffle has been resorted to for the 
purpose of screening Bonaparte from the obloquy of 
this horrible act, but Avithout avail. At St Helena ho 
justified tlic deed on the ground of the dcgispiracies 
known to be c.arrying on against bis life, and the 
necessity for striking ter/or into the Bourbons and their 
adherents. Hullin, Savary, and some other agents of 
Napoleon, have in their published memoirs endeavoured 
to free themselves from blame by throwing the burden I 
of guilt on others. Hullin, going bej^ond the rest in j 
exprcjssions of regret, speiiks of suffering pangs of ! 
remorse for the part he was compelk^ to act ; hut ! 
as these penitential feelings were paraded during the | 
reign of the restored Bourbons, their sincerity may 
admit of some degree of doubt. History, which clears 
up state-mysteries, has fully demonstrated the entire 
innocence of the unfortunate D’Enghien. By one of 
^ the most recent revelations, it is evident tliat llirough- < 
out the whole aflair the duke had been hiistaken for 
the young Count Jules cle Polignac, who was the rcjil 
• party that hud been in communication with Georges in 
Paris! This fact only aggravates the injustice perpe- 
trfitod by Napoleon, wliosc doom wo shall suffer tlie 
honest Laraai'tiiie to pronounce, in words ever to be 
remembered. 

‘Neither mankind nor history will ever pardon the 
spilling of this innocent blood by Napoleon. A tomb 
has been raised to him under the dome built by 
Louis XTV. at the Palace of the Invalids, wdien* 
the statues of twelve victories, hewn out from one 
single block of gi’anite, liarraoriising with the massy 
pillars which support, the lofty edifice, seem to stand 
the sentinels of ages around the urn of porphyry which 
■ contains his bones. But tlicre is in the siuule, and 
seated on the sepulchre, an invisible statue wliich tar- 
nishes and blights all the others — the statue of a young 
man, torn by Itircd nocturnal assassins, fixiin the arms 
of her he loved, from the inviolable asylum in which 
he confided, and slaughtered by the light of a lantern 
at the foot of the palace of his sires. People go to 
visit, wdth a cold curiosity, the battle-fields of Marengo, 
of Austerlitz, of Wagram, of Lcipsic, and of Waterloo; 
they walk o\^r them with dry eyes ; then they are 
shewn at the angle of a wall round the foundations of 
Vincennes, at the bottom of a t rench, a place covered ' 
witii nettles and riij^Sh-mallows, and they exclaim : “ It 
is there!” With a ^ry of? indigiiation they^arry Jromv 
tlic eternal pity for the victim and ati imi>la- 

cablc; agaiiist the asdassiiv! This resentniemt 

is a#^g0ance tor tlie;past| it is also a lOsson ibr 
the future. Lot the ambitious ;whether soldiers, tri- 
bunes, oir kingSj ibat if there are mercenary : 

soldiers to serve them, and flatterers to excuse them 
while they reign, there is the conscience Of humanity 


aftervmrds to jud^; i^ and pity to detest them. 
Tllte murderer but his hour the victim ]i.as 
: eternity J* 

■ i V.i,' I — — * 

‘ BLOOMER COSTUME. 

SfivskAti spirited ladies of the United States have 
made their appearance at the head of a movement for 
tlie reforiif jl^ the female dress. A Mrs Bloomer of 
New York is the literary advocate of the party, and 
fVom her jt seenis likely to take an appellation. Otlier 
ladies have begun to act as apostles of the cause, not 
merely by •writing and lecturing, but by excmiplifying 
the new costume on their own persons, appearing as a 
sign to the people, to use the i>hrase of Robert Barclay 
of famous memory, when he walked into the streets of 
Aberdeen without any dress at all. 

The Bloomer reformation has not been Avell received 
in this country. By association and otherwise, it 
excites too much merriment ■ to be held in much 
respect. Accordingly, some of the apostles have been 
treated in a maimer rather martyrly. Tliis is .all very 
natural. First, ^there is a great standing absurdity 

which provokes the M'ralh of all rational iniiuls. Some 
one starts off in a (Tusade agninst it, and goes to the 
opposite extreme. Tlie public, tolerant of the first i 
error from habit, hoots the second because it is new, j 
failing to observe the good whleb is at the bottom of it. | 
So it is that our people see women every day deiying | 
coiiiraon sense and gcKid taste by the length of their ! 
skirts, and say little about it, but no sooner observe | 
one or two examples of a dress verging a little I'lir I 
in an opposite direction, than tliey raise the shout of a I 
persecuting ridicule. We say there may be some little 
extravagance in the Bloomer idea, but it is common 
sense itself in comparison Avitli tlie monstrous error 
and evil which it seeks to correct. 

That some reform i.s wanted all the male part of 
creation agree. Many of tl»e ladies, too, admit the 
ihconvonieiico of tlie long skirts wdiich have been for 
some years in fasliion, though they profess to bo 
unable to break through the rule. Why should not 
some compromise be enterwl into V In order to avoid : 
trailing through mud and dust, it is not necessary to ’ 
dock petticoats and frocks by the knee, or to assume a 
masculinity in otlier parts of the attire. Neitlior is it 
necessary to connect a rational length of skirt witli 
certain unhappy Ibolisli notions about equ.al privileges 
of the sexes, which secMiis to be one of the. mistakes 
made by the Bloomer i>;irty in America. Let there 
simply l)e a reduidiori of the present miisanco, an 
abhreviatiou of those trolloping skirts by whieli even .a 
man walking beside the wearer is not u n frequent l^*- 
defiled. When the hem of the garment is on the level j 
of the ankle, which once was tlic case, it answers all j 
tlie purposes of decorum, and is sufficiently cleanl3\ | 
A return to that fashion would do away with all objec- 
tion. Or if one or two inches more be taken off, 
and the void filled by such trousers as are generally 
w'orn by young girls, it might be as well, or better. 
Such changes iniglrt be brought about "with little fracas, 
like any of the ordinary changes of fusliipn. 

If the question is betw^'cen the present skirts and -. 
Bloomerism, then wo arc Bloomeritos; for w’e would 
rather consent to error iii the right direction than the 
•wrong one. 

We have alluded to fashion and its slavery. It is a 
curious Bubjeet; not unwortliy of even a philosophic 
iatt^ntion. In the late wondrous exhibit ion of the 
industrial arts of tlie civilised world* how many adhii- 
rdblo dpVicoB Were presented for articles of utility and 
ornameht;i^ W idea did it in its general effect 

give of t^G apiAfiWt of ingenious intellect exercised on 
such Yet wo never see any of the same taste 

And ingenuity exorcised in the fashioning of clothes. 
Hiliiners and tailors appear to Ixj the most brainless of 
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all iirofessions. AVe scarcely remember to hare ever 
Been a how fashion proceed from tUetn which accorded 
with true elegance, and which did not tend to deform 
rather than adorn the human person. At present they 
make a woman into a bcdl-shapcd object, painful from 
the sense of its incompleteness — feet being wanting. 
Always some absurdity reigns conspicuous in their 
models of form. Each of them will tell you : Wo cannot 
help it — it is the fashion. But whenct? comes the 
fashion, if not from some of their own empty heads? 
And how is it that no one of them can help it, ‘but 
that no one of them Ims tlie sciise or spirit to devise, 
set forth, and promote anything better? *Thc tailors 
arc 1 tetter than the milliners, and do not in general 
niisdress manivind to such an estieut as to call for a 
particular eflbrt of resistance; but the women are 
treated by their dressmakers in a way which would 
call for and justify a lebellion. •A friend of ours goes 
so £ir as to say that the one thing above all which 
convinces him of the inferiority of the female mind 
generally to the male, is the submission which women 
shew to every foolish fashion w'hich is dictated to them, 
and tliat lielplcssness which tliey profess under its 
most torturing and tyrannical rules. We would at 
least say that, if there is folly in a fantastic dissent — 
such as that of Mrs Bloomer and her friends — there is 
a far greater self-condemnation of the judgment in 
adherence to an absurdity xvliich involves filthiness as 
well as inelegance, like the present tong skirts. 


LOTTERIES IN NORTHERN ITALY. 

In travelling through various states of Germany and 
Italy, it may be observed by plaf^ards on the M’^alls that 
the lottery still exists as an institution recognised and 
regulated by public autliorityi Of course, one feels 
I inclined to despise governments which countenance 
I this spex'ics of gambling ; but as wc all recollect tlie 
days of state-lotteries in England, with the vociferous 
advertisements about ‘lucky offices,’ the disposition 
utterly to condomn these continental authorities is a 
good deal modified. Civilisation goes on by slow steps, 
and it does not do for one country to abuse ahotlier for 
its backwardness. 

Let us, hoAvevor, for the sake of a little amusement, 
describe the lottery -system of riedmout. There the 
game of purchasing tickets and drawing numbers is 
rather curious. The numbers in each lottery are only 
from one to ninety. Ho who wishes to play goes to a 
lottcry-ofiice, and dictates any of these numbers he 
Xdeases to tlie office - keeper, who writes them upon 
a double register. You may put as many numbers as 
you please in one ticket, or separate them into several. 
This done, tlie office-keeper cuts off from the register 
tljc tickets demanded — of which the duplicate remains 
— and gives them to you in exchange for your money. 
I'he men employed in the lottery are paid no salary, 
but are entitled to 8 per cent, on the receipts. When 
the day comes for drawing, five numbers are publicly 
extracted from a wheel containing from one to ninety, 
and the winning tickets are those inscribed with 
either two, three, or four of these numbers, which 
have come out. A single number guessed gives no 
right to anything. Tlie ^lessing of two numbers — 
called amho — is paid 270 times the amount of money 
staked; tliree numbers guessed^a temo— -bring, 5500 
times; and, finally, four entitle to jSO^OOO times the 
stake. 

At first siglit, to any oneincxperienced in this species | 
of gaming, winning seeina ve^ easy. It only requires ; 
to put a great many numbers in one ticket-^say twenty 
or thirty— and with a little perseverance 
sure tow'in. But, practically, althcu^ the quantity 
of numbers does incUibltably incrcaBev i^ chances of 
winning, it augments al&o. iu on alarming prq^rtion 
the various combinations of Uicse numbers, and cause* 


qaepti^ the amod^it of money thni must bo staked. 
A fraim staked upon each eoinbination is the rate at 
wliiCh::n#Mr snm may be realised in case of winning; 
but atti^migh a franc is the minimum staked 6n every 
ticket/ tthere is likewise a minimum for the stake oil 
each variety of combination— of ten centimes for cai:h 
ambo, iufd of five for each tenio and quaterho.. This ' 
is the way in which generally poor t>eoplc — ^who are the 
majority — play, and this is the reason why tho prizes 
of terno and quatenio; which are not uncominou, are 
generally very small. 

Every object in nature is representeil by a number; 
but of course, os tliore are only ninety of these numbers, 
whiih things inexistence ore innumerable, a multi jtlicity 
of them conie under the same head. In each lottery- 
office tlierc hangs a table of tlie ninety numbers, eai;li 
occupying a square, wdiich contains, rudely coloured, 
the thing or things represented by their rcsiM?ctive 
number. This table is daily cxamiiiod and consulted 
by amateurs, to wdiat profit it is vain to ask. There is | 
also at your disposal in every lottery-office a pi'ccious i 
botjk cu titled * A Key to Dreams.’ Even Christian 
names have their corresponding iniinbers ; and to each | 
number from one to ninety is annexed tlic name of a 
poor w’oinan, w'ho receives fifty francs (a good idea tins !) 
wlien thg humber to her assigned comes ui>. The names 
of these ninety women, followxnl by the names of their 
fathers, form a register, wdn’ch any one may consult, 
Now suppose you have dreamed of a Rosa or a Catcrimi, 
what have you to do? Just to turn oixr the abovo- 
inentionecl list, and the number to wliich is annexed the 
name of a Rosa or n Caterina is the one you are in 
search of. The same for iian\es of men. You see that 
notinng has been forgotten, and that every case is fore- 
seen and provided for. 

The lottery is drawn eight -and -forty times in the 
year, four times each month, alternately at Turin and 
Genoa every Saturday at mid-day. When there 
chances to fall five Saturdays in one month, on the fifth 
there is no drawing, Tliis ceremony is not very im- 
posing. At Genoa it takes place in a low, dirty room 
in the ducal xailace, in presence of a limited public, 
invariably composed of soldiers, sailors, street- porters, 
and market-women — some Iiundred and fifty, not 
counting the babies that these ladies, young or old, 
alw'ays carry in their arms, Tlio remaining space, 
ill the hall is occupied by a platform, like the stage 
of a theatre, at each extremity of wliich tliere is a 
large wheel suspended by sw'ivels upon a stand. By 
the side of each of lliese wheels, in the attitude of 
tw'o guardian - genii, stand tw’o charity boys in blue 
surtouts, blue saslics, wdiite cotton gloves, and huge 
skirt - collars, to make amends for an absent cravat. 
Each couple is possessed of a white handkercliief be- 
tween them, to w'bich, be it the effect of cold or of 
novelty, the tw'o co-iiroprietors liave frequent recourse. 
Precisely as twelve o’clock strikes a certain movement 
takes place in the hall, and three goiitJemen, wdth not 
too clean linen, members of the town -council, come 
forward and take their places in the middle of the 
platform, while a dozen fifes and trumtiets execute a 
flourish. 

Now tho operation begins, A little tnnelow in the 
wheel on the right baud of the spectator is opened, 
and charity-boy No. 1 is hoisted up to a level w ith 
the opening ; boy No. 2 stands a little Iowct ; and a 
dirty attendant proceeds to weigh, four at a time, two 
in each scale, the covers or sheaths, at present empty, 
in T^hich'ihortly after ore ta be shut up the numbers, 
These sheaths are shaped like large needb>- cases, and 
open and- shut in the middle. As fast as each of 
these is weighed, the : dirty attendant passes it to 
boy No. 2, who passes it in hia turn to boy No. 1, 
wdw throws it into the wheel. When tjiq ninety 
sheatlis have been thus wel^he<l and tbfoWii in, the 
little opening is previously closed, and the whiielturacd 


several times upton itselC Then it is opened a^ainy 
mid boy No- 1 takes out of it, one by one, the little 
cases, whieli he pwes : on in duo succession to boy 
No. 2, who himds lliom ^ tb tJie dirty attendant 
who presents them to the igontlemau on the who 
gives them to the gentleman in the middle, in whose 
hands^hey wmain a little whil^^^ During thfs opera- 
tion another: unwash^^^ standing behind the gon- 
tletmui id tlie middle, exhibits to the public a little 
squall bit of dirty paper—every tiling and everybody’ 
connected with the business is as dirty as* possible — 
and calls out with a loud voice the number engraved 
upon it, and the name of a poor woman annexed to it, 
as we have said. * No. 1, Teresa Comoro, datigbter 
of Paul ; No. 2, Maria Bella, daughter of the late 
Bartholomew;* and so on. As fast as the squares of. 
paper are sliewii to the public, and the numbers there- 
upon pr(x:liuined, the attendant makes a little roll of 
each that ho hands to the g(.*ntlenum in the middle, who 
insinuates it into one of the shotiths which we have 
already seen remain with him. . These little cases arc 
shut one after anotlier, and through the hands of the 
gentleman on the right of the charity-boy No. 2 and 
ilo. 1. of the second couple, each envelope now contain- 
ing a number passes into the wheel hith(^|•to unem- 
ployed on the riglit haml of the spectator. At every 
tenth number the wheel is shut and made to tui-n 
rapidly round and round several times. 

When the ninety numbers have been transferred to 
the wlicel on the right, the niusic strikes up .again, the 
charity-boy No. 1 is blindfolded, plunges his liand into i 
the wheel, draws from thence a sheath, which passing 
from hand to liand is delivered to the gentleman in the 
middle. He opens it, takes out the little roll, and gives 
it to the attendant, who unfolds it, shews it to the 
public, ami proclaims Avith a loud voice the number 
it contains; and so on five times folloNving, with, a 
good fling of the wheel, and a flourish of the music 
between each. The numbers thus drawn are received 
Avith a munimr of approbation or AVith ironical cheers, 
according as they are expected or not, popular or not: 
for — where shall we not find popularity and unpopu- 
larity? — there arc some numbers which are popular 
anil some which are not. Under the former head may 
be rjinged 5, KJ, 32, 39, 48, GO, all double numbers, and 
tlie wJjolo series from 80 to 90. Why there should bo 
any i>refercncc in numbers it would not bo (jasy to 
tell. Gamblers are usually super.stitious ; and what 
more likely than that those wiio habitually stake 
money on hazard should come to associate luck with 
certain numbers. 

From time to time a rumour goes abroad ihat such 
or such a person has the gift of second -sight with> 
respect to the numbers Avliidi are about to come. I 
remein her very well tiiat, not many years ago, public 
credulity had endowed a pool* Capuchin friar with this 
precious foresiglit, and the unflirtunate man could not 
appear in public Avithout being beset by a crowd of 
pt‘oijle, Avho asked him for numbers. The police were 
obliged to interfere, and the poor prophet, I believe, 
Avas ordered to change his re.siderioe. 

We have seen how many minute precautions sur- 
round the public draAving of the lottery, so as to remove 
even the least possibility of fraud. In spite of this a 
general x>opulaf notion prevails that the government 
docs not play to ; and whenever a c^tain numto 
Avhich is expected does not come out, Caterina, my old 
cook, Avill shttke to ‘ SueJj or «ucli 

number is ipo mtidh played— ^an order is come irom 
Turin tio Sl^ke it dsff or, ‘ Such another' 

number wto a leaden welij^ 

to it, so t to it must sto to. ttototom of the yrhS^ 

■ ^ ;:VV^hat;cau;one 'ausAVer. 

0atenna*8 idl-absQrbing interest in been^fbt 

fifty y’sjtrs, and still is, the lottery, in wliich she may be 
; to to smd Xts abdSti^ n^otdd prove : to 


deatW She Js an authority with all the maids and 
nulk-women orthb quarterrftnd when she has said of 
a number that mnf do, this number is condemned. 
Caterina has aii independent way of her own, and 
so she Avith scorn the comnjonplaoo doctrine 

which makes of dreams the great and exclusive source 
of divination* Dreams ought to be attended to, cer- 
tainly, but ^ the proper time. She contends that fur 
tliose Avho have eyes to see, the occurrences of every- 
day life may tolbrd the widest, and at the same time 
the safest ground for cabalistic speculation. On this 
principle she acts, and is on the look-out i'rom morning 
to night. If a mason fall from a scaffolding, if a ])oor | 
felloAV fajipt in the street, if a dog hoAvl in a certain 
Avay, if thunder roll, if the river overflow, if two 
drunken soldiers set to quarrelling, if a flineral chance 
to pass, if the chimney^ be on fire, if the neighbour be 
brought to bed of tAvins — Caterina, like a ugav sort of 
bee, draws from each of tliese events a honey sui 
genpis, which ends by crystallising into numbers. 
Caterina goes out betimes, for meetings in tlie early 
morning are the l^st. If the first person she sees is a 
w'oman or a priest, it is a bad omen ; if a chimney- 
sweeper, a sign of luck; if a cat crosses the street, tlie 
day Avill be fortunate, Every day, as sure as the dny 
comes, Caterina goes to hear mass in a church specially 
dedicated to the souls in purgatory, and addresses to 
them fervent prayers to send her good niiinbers. 
Theirs, as it seems, is the lottery dcpiirtnient in 
yonder world. After this she begins her openations. 
But to pick up a certain quantity of choice numbers 
is not nil : they must, moreover, bo proved. It is in 
this second stage of the business that the efficacious- 
ness of dreams has been mtide evident. You )>rove 
your numbers by putting them under your pillow vvlioii 
you go to bod. Your dream, provided you know hoAV 
to interpret it properly, AA*ill tell you exactly Avhetlior 
jmur note contain good numbers, and how many. 
Generally speaking, to dream of silver, gold, or 
diamonds, is unfavourable. To dream of rags or 
rubbish is very g(X)d, but tlie best of ali is to (iix*am 
of Arc: wherever there iarflre, there is sure Avinuing. 
Let me tell you as to this point a short anecdote, tho 
authenticity of Avhich I can guarantee as an eye-wit- 
ness, A lady dreams that her drawer was on fir(;. 
Search is made, and an old lottery-ticket with tlirce 
numbers is found; these numbers are played, and all 
come up. AVhatsayyou? 

Saturdays of course arc days oT great excitement 
with Caterina, and the dinner had better look to itself. 
If she does not win, whicli is often the ciise, it is some- 
body’s fault; her own fault sometimes, she allows it 
freely and passionately. ‘ Fool that I w:is ! to attend 
to the milk -woman, and to xmt aside two numbers 
of which I was sure! The souls in purgatory sent 
them to me, bless them I But of Avhat use Avas it? 

I do not deserve to win. I will never put into the 
lottery, again ! ' You laugh at poor Caierina’s infatua- 
tion, and 80 do I* And yet Caterina has twice won a 
tenio, and witli tlio produce tliereof she has given a 
marriage-portion to each of licr tAvo daughters. 

It is naturally amid, tho poor and ignorant tliat the 
lottery chiefly finds its votaries ; yet there are excep- 
tions to this rule. 1 have seen a young nuui of good 
Ikmily, of the best education, and, 1 venture to say, of 
au^rior attainTnezits, prove in this respect as absurd as 
Ct^itona, and fall a victim to his own folly. 

obtained through the interest of his family a 
situation of anct good pecuniary profit in a 

public ofli to of named cashier. The 
ctot ito tolto a small portion of which, 

iw he ^ fortune. 

tVby hot'toi^ time? Tlie temptation 

prov®^ He borrowed, and borroAved, till at 

liie end of two i^ais there was a deficit of L.20,000 
fitollng, which the; lottery had swallowed up. As it 


may be supposed, the yowjg man did not go to the first 
chance office to taho his tickets for stal^es of 10,000 or 

20.000 francs at a time, which w^ould have infallibly 
brouglit about the discovery of his guilty practice. It 
wfis in the hands of a friend, keeper of a lottery-office, 
that he placed in private, and with the utmost secrecy, 
the sums which he played, and this friend returned to 
the young man in the strictest secrecy 4he ticket or 
tickets containing the numbers taken, and setting forth 
the sum staked upon them. Our gambler wfls in 
despair. In a month he Would be called ilpon for his 
accounts, and it would be impossible to conceal further 
the enormous deficit. Wlmt was to he fione? Once 
more he takes his chance in the lottery. Thi?(^happened 
before 1 842, an epoch at which certain combinations of 
the game which offered most temptation were abolished. 
One of the combinations then subsisting was to stake 
upon a single number, fixing beforehand the phice it 
would hold in the scries drawn — that is, that it w'ould 
come out first, second, thinl, and so on. This ifc/cr- 
jinnate extract.^ ns it was called, was paid seventy times 
the amount staked. The young finan staked upon 
number seventy first drawn 10,000 francs (L.400 ster- 
ling.) Seventy came first dmvm. This was a jirixc of 

700.000 francs (L.28,000 sterling.) Imagine the 
raptures of our cashier. Not only had he wherewith 
to fill up tlie deficit, but there remained an overplus of 
clear gain 200,000 francs (L.8000.) He rushes to his 
fi ieiid’s house, but does not find him. He goes to seek 
him at Ids lottery-office; he had not been seen there. 
The cashier shews his winning-ticket ; the head-clerk 
turns to the register, and finds indeed the duplicate of 
tlie wirudng-ticket — but, alas ! instead of a stake of 

10.000 francs there is one of ten franca U]:K)n it. The 
false friend had thus appropriated to himself almost the 
whole of the suras gambled by the cashier during the 
two past years. Tiie tickets which he used to give to 
tlie unfortunate young man bore the whole figure meant 
to be staked ; but in tbe duplicate which remained 
upon the register he used to mark merely some insig- 
nificant atnount, and of course pocketed the difference. 
It is scarciely necessary to add that the faithless friend 
did not reappear : he had run off to France. The 
infiituatod cashier had barely time to do the same, in 
order to escape the terrible consequences of his breach 
of trust, and died shortly afterwards in extreme 
poverty. The incident will serve to remind readers 
of various instances of defalcation in bankers’ clerks 
wdiich carno to light in England during the late railway 
mania — a kind of gambling as injurious to society as i 
anything connected with the continental lotteries. 

j 

LONDON TKOM THE VIADUCTS. 

Railways have opened new prospects all over the 
land: we no longer travel the old, familiar, hedge- 
fringed highways, but flit through valleys, across 
plains, and under hills before unvisited ; and in most 
cases, instead of dashing boldly into a town wo pass 
outside of it, oftentimes in a deep cutting, and never 
know anything of its real chronic aspect unless we 
stop and perambulate it for the special purpose. In 
some instances, were it not for tbo home legibly 
painted on the station-wall, you would not know that 
you were stopping at a town at all; in others, such as 
at Bath, you look up at the town, which rises hand- 
soniely above you as thp train speeds by; or, at 
Edinburgh, where, from the bottom of the deep Valley 
which bisects the city, you get a glimjwe of the hn^ 
castle and the old town oh one side, and of new town, i 
with some of its monutnental ecliftcesj lln: tho.d I 
Never was a city so well prepared to r^lVo railways 
as Edinburgh: the valley afibrds all and 

exit without disturbing streets or houses; 

But it is not always biirtowing. At tifnes tlip iron 
rood rises to a remarkable altitude, and we look dowi^ 


on men and their ways and works with a giance often 
more comprehensive ^lau comfortable. Wiat a fine 
bird’s-eye view you get of Berwick while crossing the 
lofty bridge over the Tweed, and of Newcastle wldle 
traversing the Tyne-^full of excitement and interest. 
At Stock^rt, too, the viaduct is on a level With the, 
tops of* the tall factory chimneys; and you arc half 
inclined, as the extraordinary spectacle presents itself, 
to question the possibility of ever reaching the solid 
earth again. There is scarcely a county that camipt 
shew some similar railway phenomena — stand-po.inta 
for new prospects, as we stiid at starting, not unprofit- 
able to contemplate ; but wo must confine our view 
for the present to the banks of tlie Thames. 

Five of the raihvays which have tennini in the 
metropolis make their approach on viaducts at several 
points from the north-east round to the south and 
south-west — precLsely the dirt'ctions Which shew most 
of the characteristics of a densely - crowdeil city. 
Streets, danes, alleys, and gardens are traversed by 
the arched highway ; and not a few of the mysteries 
of London are revealed to the gaze of the inquisitive 
traveller as ho looks down from the train coming 
grumbling in with slackened s^ieed : he will see some 
aspects qf the great capital not perceptible to those 
who pjJSis along the onlinary level of the strcot.s. 

We have travelled on all these viaducts, greatly to 
the increase and rectification of our topographical and 
social knowledge. J'rom the centre to the circum- 
ferenoe we have found something peculiar to each 
point of the compass — each suburb lins a character of 
its own. At present we can only study tliem piece- 
meal, by going from one ternUuus to another ; buf 
some day, perhaps, we shall have a circular railway 
all round London similar to that whicli is to engirdle 
Paris, and then without leaving the carriage we shall 
bo able to contrast Belgravia and Piuldingtonia w’itli 
Betlmal Green and Bermondsey— the sumptuous with 
the squalid, splendid indolence with prosy industry. 
A portion of the circle is already complete; from 
Canidcn-Towm to I'enchui’cli Street, passing close to 
the Pentonville Prison, where * unlovely ’ captives are 
iinm\ired, skirting Islington and classic Highbury, 
traversing insipid Kingslund, cutting Hackney in tw'o, 
touching Bow — the whole route a .strange intermingling 
of town and country until it joins and becomes part 
of the Bhickwall line at Stepney. You may travel 
the w'hole nine miles for fouriamce, with the comfort- 
able assurance that tbe ride is well worth the money 
whether you have business in hand or not. 

Leaving town by the So\ith- western lino you first 
get a view of tbe shabby-genteel, and altogether mean 
district lying between Waterloo and Westminster 
Bridges, including a jieep at the New Cut in Lambc'th, 
a street always busiest on the Sunday. Here aiul 
there are open squares surrounded by poor tenements ; 
and the whole space covered wdth broken crockery, 
refuse vegetables, and dirty children. Next Vau.xhall 
Gardens arc seen ; and you are puzzled to know how 
so dreary - looking a place should have gained an 
Elysiau reputation. Then come gasworks, foundries, 
kilns, stoneware and whiting factories — the entire 
suburb is filled with artisans of various grades — 
Battersea Fields are beyond, and soon you are in the 
green, glad country. 

Go to Greenwich : immediately oh leaving the ^ar- 
minus at London Bridge you look down on tortuous, 
unctuomi, odorous Bermondsey. Tlierb is a powertul 
sifiell from the tan-pits aild the heaps of spent bark, 
and the glue -factories, and the dyers aiid hatters, 
tainting Hie atmosphere of an uninviting neighbouT- 
hoqjdr ffere is a muddy creek leti in from- the river 
after tbe i)utuh fashion ; tliere is another tem ; ihd there 
is Jaebb*^ Island— suggestive, besides its Own ; especial 
attrilwites, of Oliver Twist and Bill Sykes* A long 
maze of masts marks the course of th4 and 
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v^hoiiBCS to be over swallowiiigr the 

cftrijc^eft of 'siupa; creaky steani-engines clank, 

trucks lm^lc, >ra^n9 xni^b^;ariBttgar, treacly timber, 
and other p^ttce iiroi]i^|^ earth, tire hoisted, 

wheeletl hither and sold or stored. Presently 

you arc llyin^ across l|a]rket^gai'dens : there lies Gi'een- 
Avich, yonder New Cross, and London is left b(<hind. 

Turn into Ponchnrch Street, and qualify yourself 
for tt ride #) Biackwall; you mount a long flight of 
steps, take your scat in a carriage, the train moves, 
and Bermondsey with a diffbrence is beneath you, not 
quite so noi^me hi appearance, but with features in 
CQHimon with the opposite shore. There is no mis- 
taking the locality: you feel assured it inust be near 
the river, for you see stores of sails, ropes, masts, 
booms, oars, and all sorts of ships' furniture, new, 
second -liand, and worn out; and occasionally a 
wooden midshipman squinting through the sights of a 
quadrant, perched on a bracket; or a flagstafi' bearing 
a bit of bunting rigged on a house-top to indicate 
wiiere nautical instruments are to he purchased. You 
sec boats at landing-places, and in yards in all stages of 
efficiency and dilapidation, and arc made aware of much 
that is going on by senses other than that of sight; 
for the noise of shipwrights' and calkers' liammcrs 
comes to the car, and the scent of tar and Vomes of 
burning pitch to the olfactory nerves, in addition to the 
constant odours of flsh and mud. Low taverns there 
arc in number, witli groups of grim sailors and noisy 
coal- wliippers lounging about them, and you hear 
sounds of boisterous merriment or noisy quarrel. 
Then come coal-yards and coal-docks, crammed with 
,ships and lighters,, all as black as carboniferous dust 
can make them ; and presently the long ranges of. the 
West India Docks, with troops of labourers waiting to 
be hired at the gates, and all the signs of a great and 
active business going on; and soon afterwards the 
bowsprits of tall sliips appear above your head stretch- 
ing far across the lino — and before you have ceased to 
wonder at the sights which have passcMl like a moving 
panorama, the train stops at Black wall. 

Our journey ings have been most frequent on tlie 
Eastern Counties line — the view from which, though 
presenting raucli in common with the qthers, lias yet 
certain distinctive characteristics. You are no sooner 
clear of the terminus in Shoreditch than you have 
proof of the assertion that to every bad there is a 
"worse ; for however wretched the fronts of the houses 
appear in the narrow streets, the backs are still more 
wretched. Forward there may be a sincere or spurious 
attempt to look respectable, but rearward there is no 
liypocrisy, and you may seek bcliind each dwelling for 
its certifleate of character, and learn not a little of liole- 
and -corner life, domestic and otherw ise. AVhat a 
p/&r«s of gloomy streets and alleys meets your eye, 
with tall 5d houses, each storey lighted by a small- 
paned casOmehtrwindow, running its wiiole length, and 
; many of them sUrmoiiuted by a supplementary attic, 

I seemingly built of nothing but slate and glass, scarcely 
I less hot during the dog-days than * under the leads' at 
! Yenicc. You caiinot help commiserating the poor 
silk- weavers who inhabit them. In some the looms 
arc seen vibrating briskly, in others languidly ; and 
from the: alternate motions you may infers if you will^ 
the character of those who produce them. Tlio railway 
is ojp it level witli the roofe ; hence you can see plainly 
info the ropm%^ W down the less aspiriug 

chimneys^ It 4s eiasy^^t^ ]^ceive that most of the 
upartmeithlvs^^^^fe p^loar, kitchen, «ud Aeo^lig- 
room as ^Rlis M plies 

the. ^shut]tH’:'fesi " be/' 'cooking,... 

mending Of teming 0u<; the window With 

V'. three ..and othoi^' ' 

■/;crawl|WpB*i: " ■■ . wcav^^^^ ■ 

head as ':t}ie trid'h pasSCji,''" Wdth'"'' h wish.;' 
he also . wefe " , speeding.' ; .ib '■.gree^'.' 


fields beyond the smoke; yet ho pauses not in his 
labour, for his struggle to live is a desperate one. 
The condition of too many of these households can only 
be expressed by the term ‘hugger-mugger:' a few, 
however* exhibit praiseworthy sighs of an effort towards 
atnelioratibn^flowers in pots and boxes stand outside 
the windows, and here and there a convolvulus or 
nasturtium Ij^ines round a string stretched across the 
panes, cheering, it may be hoxicd, the hearts of those 
who4end them- Then there are numbers of bird-cages 
hanging out^ and you may hear the mellow notes of 
the blackbird, the trill of the lark, or warble of the 
goldfinch, ami you will conclude that the people here- 
abouts h^o a keen relish for the song of birds, or 
are rare ornithologists. In truth they do know a 
good deal about the qualities and habits of winged crea- 
tures; and it is worth remembering that many of these 
poor weavers are excellent mathematicians, and have 
for many years Constituted a mathematical socii?ty. 
Blessed be that learnihg which thus dignifies aiid 
lightens the humblest toil I 

There is another branch of ornithology studied in 
this neighl>ourhood ; you see which it is by the nume- 
rous pigeon-coops and traps constructed of sticks and 
wire on the house-top, with more or less of skill and 
neatness. Always on the Sunday, and frequently 
during the week, you may see the owner peeping from 
a trap-door in the rootj or lolling against the cliinincy- 
staek, and W'atching with keen though quiet eye his 
flock of pigeons, as they tumble and wheel in circling 
flight. If more than hia number come home lie is not 
averse to the increase, for, unless sadly belied, many 
of the owners are sharp practitioners, and cunning in 
the inveiglement of cohtmbiadie. How the wary fellows 
seem to enjoy themselves lounging there on the slope j 
of the roof in the warm sunshine ! I 

You have scarcely hail time to make observations j 
before you are past the dingy weaving district and tlic j 
headquarters of pigeon - fanciers, and enter wliat may i 
be called a mi8r.^cllancous neighbourhood, liows of 
pert, pretensious., cottages are seen trying to look j 
genteel, though some of them are put out of counte- i 
nance by having their front-walls and windows not more 
than three feet from the side of the viaduct : you could I 
step easily from the parapet to the edge of their roof. ; 
Fine weather is surely lost upon their occupants, and 
the roar and clatter of forty or fifty trains passing 
between sunrise and sunset must be a continual cause 
of exasperation. In some instances «in attempt is mado 
to convert the annoyance into a source of profit, liy 
enterxirising publicans, who fit up the roof of their 
house as an open-air drinking- stage, -where drouthy 
customers may quench their thirst on sultry afternoons, 
and watch the passing trains. Crowds of bibulous 
people, male and female, may often be seen on these 
elevations, zealous in smoke and sonorous in song, 
particularly on Sunday evenings from six to ten. 

There is always a difference in the view on Sundays : 
tired labour lies longer abed, and blinds are kept down 
and shutters closed until noon. Now and then you 
may see a comer of a curtain raised ns you dash past, 
and a night -capped head gaze sleepily out, owl-like, 
dazzled by the bright sunshine. But the curtain drops, 
and the head goes back to its pillow, dai'kciicd chamber, 
and stifiing atmosphere. Tired labour does not always 
take ;thc best means of restoring itself, and clings with 
fali^ibndncss to a morning of sleep and an afternoon 

Tto to have 

ll^h parcello^^ hand, so diminutive do 

are turned to good 
coal-yaid, scarcely twelve feet 
it in^sts ipore tons of ‘ best Wallscnd' 
iti from ten pounds to 

huhdi^#d^i^ credible by the 

too, is n timber-yard of the like 
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dirocnsions, witli stacks of deals, and ranges of boards, 
planks, and scantling coaxed into a space that a villager 
would consider hardly large enough for a pigsty. 
Close by is a foundry, with a furnace in full blaze in 
alarming proximity to the adjoining houses, whose 
inmates have to *put up* with the thumping of 
hammers, the gasping of l)ellow8, and annoyance of 
flame and smoke, without hope of re^te. Tiiese 
vanish ; and next you sec the gardens of\wo rows of 
‘ back-to-back * houses, all as green and lively as scarlet* 
runners, hollyhocks, dahlias, and thickly • ^owii vogc- 
tiibles can make them. They form a little vista of 
verdure, as welcome as the oasis in the dcatjrt. Tlicse, 
however, are exceptions, for most of the plots shew 
nothing but neglect : in one place stands a pie of old 
baskets ; in another brickbats, wrecks of pots and pans, 
a decaying crate, a dilapidated ‘cask, or broken-down 
cart ; and the roofs of the little x>antilcd ])CTithoiisc8 
behind each row of tenements are covered with similar 
deformities. Why they are preserved is a mystciy 
which perhaps the owners themselves would bo puzzled 
to explain. Except as an atmosphf^ic area the whole 
of these miserable plots may bo looked upon as wasted. 
Yet among them are slips and angles of ground from 
wliich the utmost benefit is exacted : here is just room 
for a cart to stand siiafls uppermost ; there a truck lies 
on its side in the smallest of nooks ; yonder three cabs 
arc accommodated, but wc liavo never yet seen how the 
horses manage to squeeze b}' them to get to the stable. 
In another queer-looking hole we saw the X-shaped 
advertising vehicle which onco went proudly through 
the streets exhibiting the name of DOUDNEY in all 
tltc glory of ultramarine and gold. The glory had 
departed : capital letters no longer made its eight 
surfaces eloquent, and it stood there idle and weather- 
stained— a melancholy example of occupation gone. 

There is a skittle-ground at the rear of a tavern — a 
moj'e unattractive -looking place would not be cjisy to 
imagine: a mere strip of earth surrounded by a gloomy 
ftfiicc ; and yet you sec men as earnest and intent 
in knocking down the pins as though there was no- 
thing else worth living for; and as though, there was 
no such place as Greenwich Park, whither they might 
travel for the cost of a quart of porter. Close by is a 
pigsty, where you see the owner — doubtless an Irishman 
— sitting astride on the fence, and talking to his 
neighbour on the merits 6f his gruuters. A little 
farther, and there are three or four families of coster- 
hiongers, their morning’s work over, smoking and 
eating in their gardens, and drinking healths from five 
or six doors off. Hero and there are women wasliing 
dishes, or the clothes ff the household, while with 
voluble tongue they strive to check the unruly projicn- 
sities of their children; and ever anti anon you hear 
cries and waiiings, provoked by a hasty and angry slap. 

' lOomcstic life in public is not always an agreeable 
subject of contemplation. Or another branch of .in- 
dustry appears : a oabinetmakcr has brought liis bench 
out of doors, and is working busily, while the breeze 
sweeps away his shavings, and perhaps imparts to him 
a brief, unwonted vigour, which gladdens bis over- 
worked frame ; for, unless those three c/iiffonmers stand- 
ing there ‘ in carcass ’ are finished by Saturday he will 
not have wherewith to buy the Sunday dinner. Weary 
work: week after week, and never a penny the richer! 

There is a sound of many young voices ; you look 
and see a small play-ground, where some twen^' Or 
thirty children are joying as only children can p||y; 
as hapijy, apparently, in their limited as 

tliough it were an Arkansas prairie. look 

when summoned into schOorwe hayo 
opportunity of witnessing. . 

These are but a few of the sights that pteii^S ^«m- 
sclves from the viaduct; the variety ac^conti^t are 
scarcely to be classified or enumerated. 
meet— pleasure-grounds and ^aveyards, chwl^iand 

1 ! 

tayernsi appear in close proximity. Then :^hcre arc 
canals* roads, bridges, ponds, green and ;Stagnant 
ditcht^, coke-furnaccs, windmills, gardens, brickj'arrls, 
meadows*— where sheep are blackened by London 

smoke ♦-^potato -patches; all the phenomena, ih fact, 
of the debatable ground ^between vrbs and rus, until, 
having passed Stratford, you are in the broad, fiat; < 
Dutch - looking meadows which stretch away with 
little interruption to the fenny levels of Lincolnshire. 

THE BITSHRAKGERS. 

CONOLUDlNa AJtTlCLE. 

Anfen the extermination of Donoghuo and his com- 
panions, the good folks in the neighbourlipod of the 
Hunter Kiver began to throw off together their fears 
and precautionary measures, no doubt hopeful that the 
sad end of these wretches would deter others from 
entering on the same hazardous course of life. On tliis, 
however, we reckoned prematurely ; for in 1838 another 
company of bushrangers, as daring and not less sangui- 
nary, sprang up under the command of a man named 
Davis, reputedly of Jewish origin ; but as his visits 
never extended to our neighbourhood, wc trusted to 
escape being brought into contact with him or bis party. 

It is tnip*wc returned to our old safeguards : the doors 
were kept locked, and barricaded at dusk; the anus 
ready loaded and in good order; and there was alwaj-s 
a tendency on our parts to make for Bhelter on the, 
distant warning given us, by our dogs, of the approach 
of horsemen. 

Ill 1839 1 was once more obliged to visit Sydney, 
and, as formerly, business induced me to take a circui- 
tous route homewards. I traversed nearly the same 
road that liad brought me into such a disagreeable 
acquaintance with Donoghue; nor could I help 
remembering all the unpleasant su8i>onso of that occa- 
sion, which Buka took care to improve by pointing out 
every now and then the localities of greatest interest, 
descanting on the events with a volubility which evi- 
denced that I had guarded against any mci*e * belly- 
tighteners* in travelling. We crossed over the wild 
and varied Warren-warren Ibmgc towards Havensdale ; 
thence down Bumblo’s Hill — so called after one of the 
aborigines with a deformed foot, who practised ‘ baling 
up* on any single or unarmed person that passed his 
haunt ; thence on through liavensdalo Creek and the 
cedar seuebs past Yanamolong to the Valley of Wyong, 
at which place Mr Soling — ^a respectable Danish settler 
— obliged me with his liospitality. The morning after 
my arrival all the establishment was in busy ply at 
a very early hour ; for on that day Mr Soling was to 
have his annuiU cattle-marking — one of the most ani- 
mating emidoyments connected with the squatter’s life. 

As is usual on such occasions, a number of friends iiad 
congregated to assist, and a scene of much excitement 
prevailed. Some were in the stockyard busily throw- 
ing the lasso and branding; others were outside, on 
horseback, ever and anon giving chase to some fiery- 
teinporod bullock, that perhaps, having overturned two 
or tlirec sturdy stoijkmon, would dash through every 
obstacle, and scour the wGll-cleared open space in front 
of the station, his pursuers yelling* whooping, and crack- 
ing their stock-whips hi deafening uproar. Such 
meetings were tlien indeed festive ; the good things 
of this life were in abundant supply, for settlers could . 
well afibrd them* such was the prosperoua state of the 
colony. About fourteen of us were thus merrily at 
w(yk, wtken, just os we were about to l^ve bfi’ for. 
breal^t, our party very unexpecteiBy received an : 
addition by the arrival of seven men, aU : heavily arihed 
-^pistols their belts and dduble-l^rxeUed guns in 
their handa^ivhp gallops up to tliii ehetniure 

—the leader Davis, Israelite fea- 

tures, eating out * Bale, up tlilB luomentVhQr ve*ll fire 
among you,^ At the same time some of 'tlito rode to. . 



the fropt of the house where Mrs Soling and female 
friends were husUy at work preparing for our bodily 
wants ; and a succeision of screams from the Inmates 
assured us the unfortiii^t^ Udies were also ‘ baled up.* 
The Uptification pi^du^ the same edccts on /ill our 
party — stupid, string friglit. Mr Sol'ing tried to 
, stammer out something, but Davis cut him short with 
a blasphemous oath, letting him know* ‘ tliat if any 
person attempted to use force, or to leave the stock- 
yard, not one should be spared; that by remaining 
guiet, he mi^k be content with a part of the money and 
aribs in the house/ 

Ahy other course than tliat of passive obedience was 
put of the question: here wo were fairly atliis mefcy ; 
os never anticipating such a possibility, the arms were 
all inside. Those who were on horseback were ordered 
to dismount, and marched into the stockyard— a large 
enclosure made with rougli branches of trees — where we 
liad to remain, whilp Davis and some of his companions 
wont into tlie dwelling and rummaged, taking the arms, 
money, and everytliing else disposable. They then 
made a hurried repast on the viands prepared for our use ; 
and drinking long and deep draughts to our success in 
cattle-marking, came outside and mounted, not, how- 
ever, before they luul exchanged some of the best of our 
liOrses for their own, wdiicU were not so gooik as bush- 
rangers usually then rode — the choice of horse-flesh 
being one of their many assumed privileges. On taking 
his departure, Davis called out to Buka to mount niul 
follow the party; also to bring with him some of the 
rope and hide cuttings we had been using to throw the 
cattle with. My valued servant prepared to obey with 
a look which the bushranger not unjustly (.‘onstrued 
into unwillingness, and giving him a lash with a stock- 
whip, which made him jump liigher than if be had been 
enacting the most vigorous of the wild corrobory-ijances 
of the country, the party cantered off. Jt was vrith no 
little pleasure we saw them turn the corner of the wood 
to the left. ‘Thank Heaven, they’re off at last!’ 
burst simultaneously from every one of us ; such was 
the dread which these ruffians inspired, known us they 
were to be guilty of shooting their victims sometimes 
out.of mere wantonness when excited by drinking. Ouf 
gratulatioiis were in this case premature ; for just as we 
wore about to leave the stockyard, two of the brigands 
came galloping back to say that the captain had sent 
them for Mr My feelings, ns may be supposed, 

were not the most enviable at this moment. The ex- 
citement of the last two hours had certainly prepared 
me for almost any termination to the events passing 
around me, .but could not reconcile me to being thus 
singled out. Bidding adieu to my friends, I mounted 
ami followed my impatient warders, who shewed by 
the expert and rapid manner in which they rode 
through the dense forest* tliat they wore accustomed to 
make hurried marches across the country. As we can- 
tered alon^, 1 essayed in vain to learn why Davis required 
my company. The >only reply to my anxious inquiries 
was, ‘ that the captain had found out I know the line 
of country be i/idshed to traverse, and if 1 conducted 
my self to his satisfaction it would be well for me.* 

On joining the band we all struck off to the left, and 
instead of keeping near the main road passed through a. 
cedar seuch, interspersed with the bangolmy or wavy 
palms, where the only marks 'were those of wild 
cattle. Abouli seven we halted, when ' an abundant 
supply of proriaiohs and spirituous liquors were pro- 
duced, ef was invited, in a surly tone* to 

' partakel'jlI^Pi^t'^pi't^': tny anxiety, a fong ffist 
and to', do. After tiie 

repast^^m^ fiomewbat solliehed into better humomr* 
inqqapv;l5:;0i^';:bo .ae^^nted .with; 1^000:' 

or|S ^nMghteurhop^ which I endeaToured 

'.but his '.'"'evident, irritability: ■■and' 

jlSe/rifck of a pistol dose to ihy bfeost, i^l^d me 
I'Mli^fess. , For _ all thl 9 *,:.';as'l af^rwards 


I was indebted to Master Buka, who, fearfhl of heihg 
separated from me, had informed the party that his 
master, Mr ; — — , * Murry strike-a-light tliat place.* At 
first the festivity was confined to deep potations ; but 
as the excitement increased aU prudential considera- 
tions were laid aside, and loml, boisterous singing 
followed ; in which I could recognise the name of that 
incarnate villain, Doooghue, often mentioned, as tlio 
chorus ran much in the following strain : — 

* Oh, himself was a man bold and true, 

And Dfver knuckled under — the Bold Donoghue.*. 

The evening was. far advanced when Davis, whoso 
authority over his dninken companions w-as wonder- 
ful, obligfed the party to break up, by removing and 
fastening to his saddle (his pillow) the tv^ remaining 
small kegs of spirits; after which Buka and myself 
were firmly pinioned and secured to trees, at a distance 
from each other. This done, and tlie watch set, the 
sonorous nasal breathing of all save the look-out soon 
sliewed that Bacchus and tobacco had done their work 
very effectually. Nor was the man appointed to 
keep watch long *in following the examiilo : first a 
nod— then a little struggle to keep awake— then a nod ; 
and he too was soundly in the embrace of Morpheus. 
The consfrained position in which I had been left 
bound prevented entirely the possibility of sleep; 
although ‘nature’s sweet restorer* oft invited my 
tired-out energies, but in vain. There I lay, crippled 
up much after the manner of the delinquents in the old 
pictures of the Inquisition ; gazing wistfully at tiio 
stars as they sent their mild rays peeringly through 
the foliage of the splendid eucalyptus winch towered 
over the bandit party. 

The squatter’s life soon accustoms those who are 
engaged in it to all sorts of vicissitudes ; and ‘ roughing 
it* in the bush, without bed or blanket, was what I 
should have cared little about, hml I not been placed 
in my present painfully-constrained position. Nothing, 
however, now remained for me but to wait quietly for 
morning, listening to the shrill cry of the large niglu- 
jay, or watching the sly opossums and the more agile* 
flying sugar-squirrels, as they performcil all sorts of 
antics in the branches of the wixiping mimosas whicli 
enclosed our little encampment. 

It was indeed a relief to me when the ‘settlers’ dock,* 
or laughing jackass — a sort of largo gray kingfisher — ► 
gave indications, by its loud peculiar cry, of tlio ap- 
proach of day ; and as if accustomed to its alarum, all 
the party jumped up Biniultaneously, rubbing their 
eyes to remove the impressions of the jiuBt night’s 
debauch— Davis ordering theai to shake the grog out 
of their heads. Wc should not omit to mention that 
the bird just referred to was called tlie ‘ settlers* clock* 
by the primitive founders of the settlement, who, pro- 
bably not being encumbered with timekeepers, availed 
themselves of its oarlj*^ proi)ensitics to call tlieir assigned 
convict seiwants to laliour. Most of the precious gang 
in whose hands I now was hiwl been assigned convict 
lal)Ourcrs, and had no doubt been habituated to rise at 
the peculiar sound of this sylvan clock. 

After a very hurried breakfast, wo werC again on 
the move to the north, passing, one after another, the 
high rough ridges of the Blue Mountains — not by any 
means an easy task, ns our route lay through a forest 
probably untrodden hitherto by the foot bf the white 
man. As we rode cautiously along, Davis rcpctatcdly 
interrogated mo about Scone And its neighbourhood, 
also the safest way of approaching it ; but as I was only 
acqua^ted with the usual road, I was obliged at length 
to declain I him no information he did iiot 

afrei^y imo^i It was dearly his policy to keep out 
m the frequented path as mudt as possible; so that wc 
WaVei^cki sbygori high points, the locale of which, bush- 
mimiaiB I was, 1 knew no^^ At last we reached 
a phice so precipitous that no horse could descend* nor | 




was there any spot where such was practicable without 
making a long detour, yiie object of bringing tlie 
ropes, hide -strippings, &c. was now manifest; for one 
after anotlier, the horses were led to the brink, and the 
saddles removed. The poor brutes were then slung 
and suddenly pushed oflf the edge by four of the party, 
while the others eased down tlio ropes^ which were 
passed round a tree. To accomplish this they were 
obliged to unfasten the stirrup -irons aM aidd the 
leathers, the ropes not being sufficiently long, 'With 
some difficulty, and not without many bruises from 
their kic'.king and plunging, the poor fiors^ were all 
landed safely below ; which we deseeded, Buka 
being the last to do so— the captain remarking, ‘ that as 
he was a black devih nothing would break Os neck.* 
After this we ascended another high portion of the 
Blue Mountain, when 1 guessed the reason of our late 
proceedings, as I recognised by the nature of the 
country in the distance, over which the sun was setting, 
that Scone was not many leagues off, and that, regard- 
less of the usual safe routes, iDavis had adopted a plan 
very common with bushrangers of * cutting across 
country.* Our ringleader now bedamo more than 
ever inquisitive about the different establishments in 
the neighbourhood, to which he was obviously bent 
on a visit; and at every faltering reply he quietly 
cocked a large pistol, as much as to intimate that I 
should receive its contents if 1 hesitated to give true 
information. 

Sliortly after sunset we halted for the night; and 
again the scenes of drunken revelry were enacted, but 
with somewhat more caution, as no singing was allowed 
— although in this respect it required all Davis’s 
firmness to keep his men in order. As soon as all 
i the eatables and drinkables M^ere consumed^ Buka and 
; myself were again secured for the .night, and the party 
I soon lay strctcliod around in strange confusion, forming 
; a group which would have delighted a Salvator llosa. 

' Sleep was not long in visiting niy companions — even 
j tlie watchman ; for he, too, after vainly attempting to 
kt.‘t?p bis eyes open, soon joined the loud chonis of 
! stertorous sleepers. Thoroughly worn out, I felt every 
; iiu linalion to follow their example, but, doubly pinioned, 
i it was impossible ; so I amused myself once more by 
[ watching the agile opossums chasing one another from 
I branch to branch, or the flying squirrels gliding from 
tree to tree by means of their broad lateral mem- 
branes, and in longing for the ^morning dawn, and 
revolving in my mind whether escape was altogether 
impos.sible. 

My chief trust had always been in Master Buka, 
wlio I knew would, if possible, concoct some scheme to 
liberate me. As to attempting to escai)e with iny arms 
secured, as they were, it was quite out of the question ; 
for I could neither mount a liorse, nor direct his move- 
ments if mounted. Of all tlie singular beings I have 
met in my travels — and they are not few— certainly the 
aborigines of New llollaiid are the most remarkable- 
remarkable, I shouUl say, for all wmnt of moral charac- 
teristics : even their sagacity — the highest feature — i 
partakes of the instinct of the lower animals more than 
the reasoning of the human species. Indolent to a 
degree scarcely to be credited, they despise any sort of 
continuous labour, and prefer the uncertain subsistence 
of an occasional hunt ; tuid so imppovident are they in 
regard to food, thus or in any other way acquired, that 
tliey w'ill tlirow away wliat remains alter their imme- 
diate wants are supplied, rather than be at the trouble I 
of carrying it with tliem^ As a proof of their g^eral 
improvidence, we may state that on one odcasion We 
saw several of a tribe clothed in Eurep^ aillre by 
some kind iKJOple, and within a' week sbiredy a xOg 
was to be found among them : some artickMi bavihg 
been disposed of for gi^, and btherSfc3*J^own w 
because the weather was hot, or because it too 
troublesome to wear them. They seem to have apweely 


any of a future state, and they regard death witli ' 
aversion, chiefly l)ecause it removes them fVom the 
gratification of the animal passions. Bui with all tlieir 
stupid indifference they possess much strategy, and 
scarcely any emergency can arise in which they will 
not devise some m of escape. Gratitude or any 
other exalted feeKng they cannot be said to have, for 
they receive with apathy anything that is given to or 
done for them ; yet if once attadied to a Euroiiean, 
they will not readily desert him : on the contrary, they 
will sometimes, when least ex|)ected, shew a desire to 
serve him, especially if in any dilemma connected with 
bush-life, and in which they are quite at home. 

I Was nm disappointed on this occasion ; for after 
passing two very miserable hours, I thought I could 
discern a figure hovering about for a second or two, 
like an evil ei>irit, over each of my companions, and 
approaching me, whiBi)ered : ‘ Bale, you get jerrontl ; 
me mjJl-mill all them wnrragals asleep ;* in other words 
— ‘ Don’t be afraid ; 1 find all around us asleep.* lie 
then asked for a knife, wliich I remembered was in my 
waistcoat-pot'ket ; but how was it to be got at, firmly 
pinioned as we both were with our hands boliind ? The 
wily native, liowever, knelt down and appliwl his mouth 
in buch a way as to work it out, and then opened it ; 
which dgiie, he contrived to cut the cords that secured 
my wrists, now much swollen and almost devoid of 
feeling. As soon as his own liands were free we moved 
off stealthily . to whore the liorsos were tethered. It 
was too diu'k to distinguish one from another, nor 
it at the moment a matter of much consideration. 
Fortunately the bridles had been knotted and thrown 
over the necks of the animals, so we were not long in 
getting two moved away. It is very probable we miglit 
have gone back without much risk to look for saddles ; 
BO completely were all the party under the inlluencc 
of the eveiiing*s debauch, that^eveu the trampling of 
the horses as wo led them off Mid not awake them. 
Buka took the lead, and we pushed along as fast as the 
dim light and the nature of the wwais permitted, every 
step which we took increasing our distance from our 
late companions, and adding to our thankfulness. 

As soon as daylight broke upon us Buka recog- 
nised that we were not far from Inveniioin, although 
quite out of the proper road. The last two days’ ride, 
however, had shewn ns that with determination 
almost any part of the country inight be travelled ; eo 
making our way over the intcrvenirig irregular rid^^»s, 
wo reached Invennein by nine o’clock. No time 
was lost in commuuicating to the good folks the 
probability that their township might bo visited by 
the party we had escaped from, and instant pre- 
paration was made; but as to going on with me to 
Scone to assist, that was declined on sill sides. Wb 
were reluctantly furnished with saddles and fresh I 
horses, and immediately set out for Scone, hoping, by 
giving timely notice, to avert the sittack of the tliiisli- 
rangers. On reaching the little township I found all 
the houses shut up ; and on knocking at the door of an 
acquaintance, was surprised to hear loud shrieks, but 
on making myself known, was admitted. Tlie first 

question was ; * Oli, Mr , did you meet them? 

They have been here, and murdered young Graham at 
Mr Dangaris store.* As soon as the confidence of a 
few was restored, we went down to the scene of the 
late murderous robbery^ and found poor Graliam lying 
iu $he enclosure behind the house quite dead, in 
a pool of his own blood. From a yoiith who liml been 
secreted 4n the store we l^rned the p^Upulars, that 
when the bushrangers came to the house an4 ottered 
the inmates to * bale up,* Graliam presntxtCMl a 
which missed fii^ and a second one v^bnt but 
without takii^ pfibct, bn which he attempted to escape 
by the biask-dcpr . to alarm the neighbours ; but Davis 
followed and killed him, by dischargii]^ a double- 
baneU^ guB} vrhUo tlm vietkn knees 






CONJ’ESSIONS OF A SAFE PEHSON. 

It is a gcnotally received opinion that the greater 
part of the minor miseries of human life usually arise, 
either nearly or remotely, firom our own faults, follies, 
or misdemeanours. Now, without havitigauy iiitention ' 
of nttomptiiig to oontrovert this impression as a general 
nile, 1 cannot help thinking that it admits of many and 
great qualifications in its various bearings. I know not 
liow It may fare with others, hut I think I may venture 
to affirm, on my own behalf, that all my delinquencies 
put together have not entailed upon me so plentiful a 
liarvest of bitter fruit as the possession of one inconve- 
nient characteristic that may almost be regarded as a 
virtue — namely, that of being a thoroughly if«/e/wrsa«. 

I low this i3eculiarity Qf temperament evinces itself I 
am rather at a loss to describe : I fancy, however, that 
it must lie rather cbnspl^btiBly pu tiie surface, or I 
should not so frtHjueritly have W lament its possession. 

If this very incoaveiiSeht endowntent were known 
only to the friends of my youth, or e^en those of long- 
standing, who had watched the gradual growth of my 
clmractcr and mind, it would be of little consequence, 
but it appears equity obvious to the casual acquaint- 
ance of yesterday ; and no individual of them all, as . 
it seems to me, ever becomes the recipient of a dis- 
agrcetiblc of any kind, hut he or she hastens without 
j'cmorse to deiwsit the uiiwelcooje burden uimn me, 
as though I were a feminine Atlas of old, strong 
enough to hear the woes of the world,, instead of a 
friigile widow Lady, needing support for myself. Per- 
haps it may lie that, as I am well known to have 
graduated in the school of sorrow witliout having made 
any violent demands on the sympathy of others, I may 
bo supposed to possess smne unknown and specific 
consolation which might bo equally efficacious with all 
who have sufficient confidence to seek it at my luuids. 
Whether I am quite correert in this surmise 1 know 
not ; but I do know that it is very disheartening to one 
willing to bear unshrinkingly her own share of the 
cares of humanity, to l>e called upon to sustain all the 
troubles, real and imagimiry, of a rather extensive 
circle of at;quaintance. 

Thus it is, however ; and so numerous have my 
clients of tins kind become, that I could divide them 
into almost as many classes as those of the Swedish 
naUwalist himself. For the j>re8ent I pass ^^tirely 
over claimants for consolation under those rbiil Ci^s 
of life in which we are in a manner bound jto sympar 
tliise with each other. To bear each other’s bu^ens: 
is a great duty, and I trust I am not luiwilling tc 
my share in exemplifying it. But what I d«adepe^^ 
and juotest against is the wearisomo detail of j&qse j 


mean and i>etty cares winch i>ebple too often create 
for themselves, and which to them 

‘ ollakc up ill number what they want in weight,* 

My claimants for consolation under this head are, I 
regret to say, neither few nor unimportuiiate ; nay, 
many of them arc accustomed, as a matter of course, 
on the occurrence of the slightest untoward event, to 
bring thei| Ijudgct of grievances and unlatlc them at 
my door. It is vain to iook, if not to say, that nothing 
of the kind is wanted ; they persist in unpacking and 
spreading out their wares before me, obtruding them 
for inspection cn gros et en detail, until finding escape 
Impossible, I proceed to (sxamino as the best means of * 
getting rid of them. 1 seiiarate the real from the 
imaginary, and finally suggest such expedients and 
alleviatious as may qc‘.cur to me at the time. Having 
done all this, I naturally congratulate ■ myself on my 
approaching release from tlieir impQrtunities ; but the 
result too often proves my joy to have been premature. 
These dealers in distress arc by no means disposed 
to part with their stock in trade without some better 
equivalent than an exhortation to patience, or an 
assurance that others are as highly taxed and as 
heavily laden as themselves. 

Another vaiiety of my visitants are in the habit of 
endowing me wdth a vast amount of important secrets, 
which I neither desire nor descj-ve ; but escape is of no 
easy attainment, for in all probability I meet them the 
next day in the public thoroughfare as facts well known 
to every one but myself. I am entirely at a loss to 
understand Jiow such important nothings could have 
transpired, until I recollect that some persons covet 
secrets as a spendthrift docs money — for the express 
purxiose of circulation. 

But it is time to desceud from generalities to parti- 
culars. One old friend of mine fulfils for me the office 
of a legal almanac, (loquainting me, by the length and 
frequency of his visits, when tenu-tiinc commences and 
terminates. Ho has for some years been in the habit 
of requiring me to accompany him through all tlio 
windings of an intricate and protracted Gliiincery suit; 
from the first * cruel ipjustice * which necessitated the 
litigation through the first filing of the bill, the cross- 
bill by^which it was: met, the answer, tlie interlocutory 
hearing, reference to the master, judgment, appeal, and 
d(t copo bef^^ tlm lord chancetiprr— not a singip pjhase 
of its fcdionsiiess will he abateVe; He even tb 

send me the pleadings home, to satisfy me of ft^ l^tice 
of lus cUdhi'-^ wlfich I had never Ibr ehe mbm 
doubted, X did not, however, avail mySelf of his offer, 
particukr^r as i ho^ travelled 
:'lind "rtay, ■amve^- 





CHJgaBBES’S IBIimiJRaH IJOUENAL. 



sight of the 

but wlio cTcr deft^h W A ^ 

Chancery ? Iffo; it ^ 

and; in its appa»ni : !>chUid It thb : 
mehts of a new su(»e^o^< to adppiy 

its place— V ■;/■■,, . 

in its ashes lire its wonted fires/ 

Sudi be&i^ should the antiquated caus^ in 

question ^Ve up the ghost, I shouiil speedily be 
called upbn to symi>atlijse in another troubled joy of 
the sanie nature; ray worthy iHcnd being of a const!- 
^ never quite at ease except whoi? under 

the infiuence of a blister of one description or another. 

Another old Mend, of ancient Uncage and somewhat 
Puritanical views, took advantage of a morning-call to 
I)our into niy sympathising ear his ibars that his eldest 
son Augustus must have been getting over head-aud- 
ears in debt, for ho had, by mistake* opened a letter 
from which the word junior had boon inadvertontiy 
omitted, whi<di proved to be a bill for cigars of L.18, 
3s. 0d« ; and as vexations never conic singly, another 
letter had arrived by the same post to himself, from 
the young gentleman’s tailor, enclosing a li^jile account 
of L.43, 178. lOd., and soliciting his intervention with 
a view to its early settlement, having a large remit- 
tance to make up, &c. As the anxious father made I 
this communication, he drew forth the missive in ques- I 
tion, as though ill-news ever needed confirmation, or 1 1 
were a person to require voudiersl I can truly say 
that 1 fully shared in the vexation of my friend, for the | 
young man had always been rather a favourite of my i 
own. I had often thought how much credit he reflected 
on his tailor, and was therefore proportionably disap- i 
pointed to learn that the ‘credit* appeared rather to lie 
oil the other side. However, I fully concurred in the 
propriety of a strong remonstrance being despatched 
forthwith ; to do which, before he cooled, my old 
friend shortly retired to his study, lea ving his wife and 
myself to talk the , matter over, and consult on the best 
means of arresting the evil." After a sufllcient time 
had been devoted to lamentations, &c. 1 ventured to 
suggest that the strong remonstrance should be fol- 
lowed, at a convenient distance, by a cheque ; hinting' 
that I Iiad known a free pardon of a first offence very 
effective in preventing the recurrence of a second — 
nipping, in fact, the evil in the bud. 

ifo sooner bad we settled this difficulty — so far as 
agreement on our own parts could do i) — than the 
good lady hastened to inform, me that she was not 
without her own peculiar trial as it regarded lier 
youngest son Horace (whom she was educating at 
home imder her own eye), although she liad not ot 
present comffiuntcated the circumstance to his fiither. 
lliough I am by no means an advocate, in general, for 
conjugal concealments, 1 thought in the jiresent case a 
degree of reserve xoight be commendable, even before 
1 was aware that the causQ fi>r anxiety arose from 
no more important fact than that she had, on several 
occasions, latterly, detected the young gentleman in 
the perusal of the ‘ Adventure.^ of Robinson ‘Crusoe,* on 
church although she had expressly pro- 

vided the ‘Xiffe of" Henry Milner,* by Mrs Hhorwood, 


a r^uctant assent, but was evidently too little informed 
n^vtho menttd attractive to hoys of txfelvo 

ybhiu old to derive OU the consolation whicli this view 
I of the snh^ect waa calculated to present. 

in cbfnmon honesty, X must admit that all the con- 
fideueett; by which 1 aml^ourcd are not of so serious 
i class as those above niiuttioned. Wm instance, love- 
affairs, to which l am far less averse, are on the whole 
very bhdBrable ; ■ for though they may be rather volu- 
minous^ there is something not actually disagreeable 
in finding yourself the depositary of hopes bright as 
sunshine and transparent as truth itself; 1 must own, 
however^ I like the revelations to be direct and from 
tlie prindpalfl in the aflhir, and utterly repudiate all 
second-hand communications. It is true I have often* 
to bear witness to the verity of Shakspeoro’s opinion 
about ‘ true love never,’ ^c.'; but then, as Juliet says, 
‘*Tis such sweet sorrow,’ that I can hanlly help 
prophesying smooth things, arid cherishing the hope 
tliat all will come right in the end. And then liow 
pleasant is it to hear that the hero or heroine, as 
the case may be, ‘ always admired us so much as 
a Safe Person/ and ‘ had so higli an opinion of our 
influence and powers of persuasion.’ One young 
gentleman, in the fervour of his gratitude for a suc- 
cessful negotiation with a rather refrfictory grand- 
mother, went so far os to say, that he thought, 
‘when I was young!* I must have borne a striking 
likeness to dear Gertrude in person and character. 
Was not this ample rewarrl for the sour looks and 
short answers that I had encountered on his behalf? 

I must, however, admit that one or two of ray con- 
fidences of this description have not been without their 
cares and auxietios. One desperate case, I remember, 
caused mo two or tbreo sleepless nights, for the parties 
seem(5d ratlier too familiar with the exact point at 
which England ends and Scotland t)egins ; and even the ^ 
lady dropped some hints that the penalty of exclusioii 
from Her Majesty’s drawring-room might be endured. I 
csonfess I did not like all this ; but happily papa’s bless- j 
ing ond the bishop’s licence relieved me of all trouble ! 
in the event. I cannot deny that I have witncssetl the 
death as well as the birth of more tlioii one etornai 
attaclmient ; but such events have not Bhakeii my faitli 
in constancy, or led me to concur with Dr Johnson in 
his opinion* that marriages would be as happy if made 
by the loi*d cliamseRor. 

I do not profess to Ixs equally tolerant of the com- 
munications from the heads of houses; such i>ersons 
being usually less ethereal in their requirenjcnts, and 
by no means equally refined in their general views. 
One lady, the wife of a military man, for instance, 
walked two miles to inform me that she fnlly believed I 
her daughter Georgiana would sacrifice herself to young 
Sylvester, who had not ‘joined’ more than a twelve- 
month, and who did not ptjssess a guinea to buy himself 
up ; and she fully believed the silly g}rl was even 
prepared for his sake to ‘ throw overt their old friend 
Colonel Cannon, who was about to retire on Ibll-pay, 
with tJie ‘ good-Borvico pension ’ in prospect. I cer- 
tainly did not much wonder that Ensign Lackland, 
with his liandsome face and gallant bearing, should 
present greater attractions to the eyes of nineteen than 
the gallant colonel, with double the amount of years 
and of wisdoin ; but the idea of ‘ throwing over* a 
gentleman of such weight and magnitude i)re8ented so 
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a smile^ which, unfortunately, did not i>ass unnoticed, 
and being misinterpreted, was resented accordingly. I 
was reminded that, however improliable such events 
might appear to some persons, more unlikely unions 
of frequent oecurronco; and she had reason for 
beUeying tiiat the colonel only awaited a little encou- 
ragctnbnt to declare his sentiments. In eonfimiatlon 
(>f thU she insta^^ the fact that, at the com- 
mandant’s ball only a week Ixjfore, he liod been heard 
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to romark that ‘ Gcorffiana was almost as prutty as her 
mother haid been at her age-/ whicli led some persons to 
think that old woimds might bo scarred over. Howerer 
that miglit be, slie had determiiieil to : pjrpbo the a^air 
as regarded Mr Sylvester to the bottom. As she was 
so determined, I had no alt^atiye l^ut to defer at 
once to her superior judgment and experience. I had, 
besides; a sixscial repugnaheb to any conrersation 
I reminding me of surgical operations, eyer since I bad 
accomj)anicd the said Oeorgfana to haye a tooth 
extnictcd; to siiare the poer ^rl a lecture ftom mamma, 
by the way, on tlie ease with which such e^rations 
were i)Grformod in the present day, aud the courage 
which she herSelf had (dwoys manifested dn simii^ 
occasions. 

Of the general history of serrants, as well as of their 
individual errors and omissions, I tliink 1 may venture 
to say that I am on animated encyclppasdia, although I 
made for a long time a steady and vigorous resistance ; 
but what can a single defender do against a host of 
assailants? 1 was obliged hunlly to capitulate, and 
abandon my |)osition with as good a grace as possible. 

The venerable Aiebdeacon Paley, mistake not, 
observes in one* of his admirable works, ‘that the 
general lot of humanity, liowevcr dark it may apjiear, 
will on examination be usually found to contain its own 
peculiar compensations.’ And I have learned to bo of 
the same opinion ; for no, sooner did I look this infliction 
steadily in the face tlian t discerned many alleviations 
iu its unpromising physiognomy that had not presented 
themselves before, in the opportunities it affbrdecl me 
of offering suggestions of a palliative character for 
those who are seldom permitted an opportunity of 
saying much for themselves. 

;My general ac<iuaintauce With human nature hassled 
me to believe that a certain peculioi’ity of temperament 
is very likely to be accompanied by a certain style of 
error and misdemeanour ; hence when any general 
complaints are made of the shortcomings of Jane or 
Wusan, I have only to put a few leading queries, with 
the view of ascertaining to which class — the sanguine 
or lymphatic—tlie offender belongs, and I am forthwith 
prepared to offer some suggestions of a consolatory 
cluiractcr. If, for instance, the delinquent ho of the 
sanguine temperament— rather giVen to short answers 
to her lady and long questions to the policeman; though 
I am fully preparctl to believe that slie may be a little 
too coquettish in her attire as well as in her temper; 
rather addicted to followers perhaps ; with a certain 
fiimillnrity of smile when she is pleased, and toss of the 
head, by way of detiaiicc, when she is affronted : still, iu j 
Bucli cases I have usually found it safe to suggest bow : 
swift-looted she is in geiieral~how ready and intelligent j 
on emergencies— how grilling, with a little bribe of praise, 
to take upon herself duties not exactly her own — with a 
concluding remark on the credit a house derives from 
having a trim damsel to open the door in the absence 
of the footman. 

If, on the contrary, the subject be of tho lymphatic 
class — given to late hours in the morning and dowdinoss 
throughout the day — such unpromising representations 
by no means discourage me; for even inertness may 
have its compensation. Jn such cases your corre- 
spondence is pretty sure of remaining intact ; china and 
glass x)ass scathless through her hands; and thus, as 
Ur Kitchener profoundly remarks, ‘ fragile wares may 
be made to lost as long as iron.’ The baker seldom 
receives encouragement to linger long with liis basket ; 
she does not seek to rival her young lady by hlttmay 
imitathms of her Parisian bonnet or I’oUsh Kcisiewick ; 
nor is she apt to strike your piano dumb in your j 
absence by any practisings of her own. 

Now, although these qualities are of rather a negative 
character, they are very important m #ay, imd 
I have seldom found my observations witRout effect. 
Once, indeed, I confess myself to have been, completely 


I brought; to the bar of 

justiCb WkR Btdff ^ to unite in her oSvn proper person all 
I the CO to both clusses. In vain I taxed 

both memory and imagination to meet the exigencies of 
the base, J)tit tHthout effect. At length, wearied of the 
subject, rptoceeded to dismiss it by what I thought an 
unanswerato proposition—nanioly, ‘ that we must not 
expect i>erie6ti0n for twelve pounds a year;’ but my 
I antagonist was ‘ too cunning at fence’ for me, and 
I even foiled mo with my own weapons, by triumpluintly 
I exclaiming; * True, my dear; but I give guineas!* I 
I need lianily say that after tliis I never attempted to 
lead a forlprq-hopo again. 

Though the history I have given, for obvious reasons, 
can hardly be considetod a complete siiecimen of tlio 
confidences with which I am honoured, as regards the 
more exclusive class of my visitors, it may perhaps be 
received as a sample of tho more general and common- 
place description of revelations that come before me. 

* Giye sorrow words,’ said tlic poet who best knew 
human nature in all its pliases. To thousands of 
persons verbal symiiathy docs seem to possess an iiitial- 
culable charm ; and although wo may question the 
intensity of tho grief tliiit ctm be so easily medieined, 
it is equally certiiin that that k trouble which is felt 
as such, whether it be the loss of a kingdom or the loss 
of a pencil-case. 

I once inquired of a friend who was habitually 
reserved what could Juavo induce<i her to make a con- 
fidante of myself in a matter of some delicacy ; she was 
; silent for a moment, as though revolving the subject in 
her mind, and then replied that sin? thought it arose 
friym tile entire absence of curiosity on my own part— 
a sort of indifferen(?e, not to say repugnance, to tlio 
gossip of common life,- wlncli she found irresistibly 
attractive of confidence. How far tins solution of tho 
matter may be generally correct 1 know not, but with 
it I must be satisfied fuiite d*nm meillmre. One con- 
solation, however, I think 1 may now take to myself — 
that having by these revelations fairly forfeitod all 
chiim to bo any longer regarded as a safe person^ I 
may now hope to remain unburdened witli more tlian 
my own proiier share of disquietude for tlie rest of 
my life. 


THE BATHURST DIGGINGS. 

The discovery of gold in the Batliurst District in New 
South Wales has taken the w^orld by surprise — a new 
Ciilifornia in one of our own colonies ! The whole of | 
Australia, however, has long been known to be par- I 
ticularly rich in metallic minerals. Copper is begun j 
to bo wrought in various places with a success that | 
has already made several fortunes; lead has also been i 
discovered; and an iron mine was recently opened in 
tho noighbourliood of Berrimii, where an abundant 
supply of ore is found almost pn the surfai?e, said to 
yield 65 to 70 per cent, of metal of the finest quality. 
Coal is found in abundance. In short, skill, (!apita!, 
and hands are alone required to excavate immenso 
mineral riches; and that these requisites will in due 
time be provid^, nobody can entertain any doubt. In 
the language of the day, there is a * great future’ tor 
Australia; and that not only on account of ivhat is 
beneath, but what is On tlio surface of tlie ground. Its 
wool is destined to be the main resource of ^ of our 
most jmpoi^ant manufactures^ if it is not so tdi^y. 

In certain papers relative to crownrlands, ptegepted 
to iiarliament at the opening of the session of 1851, 
there is a dispatch from the governor of New Sou0i 
Wides to the secretary for the colonie^' in which it is 
stated that had been fpimd to 
only of this colony but to of Bort Bhillp, The 
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following pasMg^s c^cut in thi* dUiwtcIi :— * la ipai6 
parts of the coloriy 1 aiSi:ittfawlid that 
have been discovered* ; A apocimeh, weighing about 
three ounces and a liallfi vas lately ^hlbit^ 
have not been aij3|6 to learn the precise locaKty where 
it was foxind, ex^pt that it is on the western side of 
the great diyidini^range in Sydney or Middle District. 
An extensive gold-field is also swd to have been 
re(;ently discovered n;t the Pyrenees, in tlm Port-Phiiip 
District ; hut I have been unable as yet to obtain any 
authentic information on the subject.’ Here, the 
'.statement is explicit. Gold had* boon found. bn tho 
y^j^tern side of the great range of mountains that 
separate the inner country from tlio extreme belt of 
land on which Sydney is situated. This exactly 
agrees with Bathurst, which is a high -lying district 
beyond the mountains, in a direction almost due 
w^est fifom Sydney. It is evident, therefore, that tho 
lately-arrived account of gold-finding is no new thing 
to the home government. From the nature and extent 
of the investigations now going on in Australia, it is 
indeed pretty evident that we shall soon hear of other 
important discoveries which have assumu^l a xwactical 
shape. Although jireparcd by a previous kifowdedge of 
tho fact, that gold existed in the Bathurst Plains, tho 
^vernor of New South Wales njipears to have been 
startled, as everybody else has been, with tho intelligence 
that diggings had actually commenced, and were suc- 
cessfully carried on. It is somewhat rcunarkable, in 
this as in most other instances of the kind, that the full 
discovery was not made by pioneers of science, specially 
employed for the purpose, but by persons moving in 
the rank of shepherds or commercial adventurers. It 
is mentioned that an old Scotch shepherd liad for some 
time known of the Bathurst gold, and secretly profited 
b^’' it. Probably this very sly individual had not aiiy 
adequate idea of the extent of the deposits, and merely 
pocketed some stray morsels of thw precious metal. 
The discoverer, so far as general publicity was con- 
cerned, is a Mr Hargraves, who had lieen in California# 
and was led to conjecture the presence of gold from the 
similarity of the rocks. These roeiks, wo believe, are 
chiefly quartz — a hard, brittle luaterial, of which the 
white candy -stone of Scotch rivers presents an ex- 
ample. It requires to be understood that gold is not 
found in the character of a sulxdiaie'^tbat is, mixed 
with a stony and gaseous substance, which must be 
expelled by smelting, as in the case of lead, cojiper, and 
most other metals. It may lie said to come imre and 
ductile from the hand of nature. When found, there- 
fore, it requires only to be mechanically separated fVom 
tlm rocks or rubbish in which it is embeddeii. Usually, 
it is in the foxtn of grains and small lumps, varying 
from the size of a pea to that of a walnut, carried down 
by streams, and rolling amidst sand and gravel : these 
imrticles, large and small, are best secured by washing 
Mdtli' water — the loose and lighter materials being 
floated off, and the gold afterwards picked out from tlie 
heavier substances that sink to the bottom qf the 
vessel. Gold -finding is, in truth, fully as much , a 
matter of jumbling and washing as it is of digging; 
and as these jtimblings take place in the beds of river^ 
it will easily be imai^ned how severe- and liazardous is 
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The gold - diggings of Bathurst became generally 
known in the colony about the beginning of May ; and 
no sWer^ a kind of lifbdncs® 

seizi^ <m the CQihmujtiily; In the town of Bathurst, ns 
we leaim the local account, 'tlie excijte^ 

incut all trades# caUnigi,! 

an|^p^mitS ‘Were ■:quickiy into 

iuQid many a hand '^hlcb bad been trained to kid-gloves, 
or ntkiastomed to Wirid heavier than the gray 

goose - quill, became nervous to clutch the pick and 
crowbar, or ** rock tlm oradle” at our infant mines. 
The blacksmiths of the ’ town could not turn off the 
picks fast enough, and tlie manufactiire of cradles was 
the second-briskest busiriess of the place. A few left 
town pn Monday equipped for thp diggings; but on 
TtiesdRy,AVednesday, and Thursday the roads to Sum- 
mer Hill Creek becamd literaliy alive with new-made 
miners from every quarter; some amed with picks, 
others stloukiering erowbnrs or shovels, and not a few 
Strung round with wash-hand basins, tin-pots, and cul- 
lenders. tSarden and agricUUural implements of every 
variety cither hung Ibom the saddle-bow or dangled 
about tho persons of the pUgrims to Ophir.. Kow and 
then a resiiectable tradesman, wlio had just left his 
bench or counter, would heave into sight with a huge 
something in front of his horse# which he called a 
cradle, mid with which he was about to rock himself 
into fiirtune. Scores hai'c ^shed from their homes 
provided with a blanket, a ‘‘ damper," and a jiick or 
grubhing-hoc, fbU of hopes that ohe pr two days* labour 
will fill their pockets with tlic precious metal ; and wo 
have hoard of a grcjat number who have started without 
any provision but a blanket and some mde implement 
to dig with. Such is the intensity of the excitement, 
that people appear almost regardless of their present 
comfort, and think of nothing but gold.’ 

'J'his authority goes on to say, that ‘ wliat assisted 
.very inamrially to fan the excitement into a flame was 
the arrival of a son of Mj* Neal, the brewer, with a i>ieco 
of pure metal weighing clciren ounces, which was pur- 
chased by Mr Austin for L, 30, Avho started to Sydney 
by the following day’s mail with the gold and the news. 
Since that an old man arrived in town with several 
pieces in mass, weighing in all' from two to tliree 
pounds. Ho also started for Sydney witli his prize. 

Air Kennedy, the manager of the Butlmrst branch of 
the Union ’Bank of Australia, visited the diggings on 
Saturday last in company with Alessrs Hawkins and 
Green. Each of these gentlemen picked up a small 
piece of the pure metal ; and a few liandfuls of the 
loose earth from the bed of the creek, ivliicli w’ere 
brought homo by Mr Kennedy, and from motives of 
curiosity have sineq bcfen assayed by Mr Corfe from 
Sydney, and a piece of gold extracted thcKjfrora of the 
size of a Vmall jiea. On Wednesday morning last Mr 
Hargraves accompanied Air Stutchbury, the govern- 
ment geologist, to the diggings, and witli his own hands 
waslied a pan 6f earth in liis presence, from which 
twenty grains of fine gold were inoduced. He after- : 
wards W'ashed several buckets of earth and produced j 
gold therefrom. Air Stutchbury liereupon expressed 
his satisfaction, and iniiiiediately furnished him with 
credentials, which have since been forwarded to govern- 
ments Tho fact of the existence of gold is therefore 
clearly established ; and ivhatever credit dr emolument 
may arise therefrom, Mr Hargraves is certainly the 
individual td whom it jnoporly belongs. We have very 
much more to say, but we have not spai^e to say it in. A 
MrHudder, an experienced California gold-digger, is now 
at work at the diggings. There ore also several magis- 
trates plying their iiicks and cradles most laboriously, 
but we have not heard with wliat success. In fact, 
vthero appears every probability of a complete social 
revolution in the course of time. Those who arc not 
idready departed are making preparations. Servants 
of every description are leaving their Various employ- 
ments, and the employers are, pernecessitrUem, preparing 
to follow* But notwithstanding all this, we feel confi- 
dent that a reaction will speedily take place. The 
approacli of winter and wet w^eather will do something 
towaida; coaling the ardour of the excited multitude.’ 

‘ In oth^Australian papers we have similar accounts 
of the i^zy* In the hew and unforeseen positbn in 
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which it WHS placed, the . colonial governnient seeips to 
have acted much prudence. A proclamation was 
issued to the effect that the gold found at the diggings 
was the property of tlie crown, iuiS; that it could & 
taken only hy proc.uring, a UqencCj attd according to 
certain regulations. The lU^nhe, as is since mode 
known, is fbr ti montli, and costs each individual SOs. 
All persons are licensed on these easy tern\| who cun 
shew 11 discharge from fornicr employerB->Tan arrange- 
ment designed to check the sudden absconding of 
servants, but which, it is almost needless to^say, will 
fiiil in that efiect. To preserve order, a government- 
commissioner as hcad-magist^te was also despatched 
to the scene of pperatibns ; this onerous appoiutment 
being ^veii to Mr J. -A. police force* under 

Captain Batty e was at the same time sent off to 
preserve the peace on the road between Sydney and 
Bathurst. It may be hoped that by thc?e mcaus, as 
w^ell as by the due admixture of a respectable class 
of persons at the diggings, something like order will 
be maintained, and society saved from the evils that 
have afiiiciod the Californian community. 

The following letter in the ‘Sydney Morning 
Herald,’ purporting to bo written by G. Lacy, and 
dated Bathurst, May 18, conveys an itccount of the 
diggings and their locality, whicli will be perused wdth 
interest by our readers : — 

, ‘Having made a luirriet visit to the gold-fields of 
this district, for the ijurj^oso of satisfying myself as to 
tlie reality of the reporU which were daily arriving in 
Bathurst during last week, causing the greatest excite- 
ment amongst all classes, I have forwarded a slight 
account of the diggings, thinking it w'ould not be 
unacceptable to maiiy of your readers. Tlie locality is 
about thirty-five miles hence ^ eight miles from Cornish 
Town, and twelve firora Orange. There is a tolerable 
bridle- road, and even loaded drays arc brought dowm 
to the spot by taking the road through Blackman’s 
Swamp, it is at the junction of Summer Hill and 
Lewis’ Ponds Creeks, wliere tlie diggers arc now at 
work. Tlicre is nothing iieculiar in the apjicarancc of 
the country, broken ridges and continuous hills of 
quartz being the principal features. On arriving at the 
diggings, which lie in tlie marrow bc^d of the creek, 
where there is not level standing-room for fifty people, 
a singular and exciting scene iiresented itself. About 
two hundred individuals were congregatcil (though 
large parties were hourly arriving), forming as motley a 
grouji as could possibly be brought together, and attired 
in every conceivable style of costume, ’the fierce 
and brigandish seeming to be the one must in vogue. 
From the magistrate down to the shirtless vagabond, 
the features of every one boro wt expression of bewil- 
dered anxiety. It w'as evident that by far the greater 
portion of the people went there with the expectation 
of picking up lumps of gold among the rocks and stones 
of the creeks many arriving with nothing but a pick or 
a spade, and hot piDvision even for a single meal, or a 
covering for night. The ridges all around w^ere covered 
with hundreds of horses, though there is not sufilcient 
grass to feed a dozen. 1 did not see more than three 
camps erected, the majority of the diggers seeming to 
imagine that a covering overficad is totally unnecessary 
in this auriferous region ; ami bitterly must they have 
repented for their want of forethpnght, as towards 
evening a pelting shower came down,, continuing: at 
intervals during the wdiole night and next day, lio 
doubt considerably cooling the ardour of the gold- 
seekers. With respect to the quantity of gold ta ke 
found, no one with the slightest knowledge of gColo^ 
can doubt that it exists in great abundance somtwhm 
near the spot. A spadeful of earth taken frb^ a^, 
part of the banks of the creek, and carefully Vrashodi 
will produce gold more or less. But nothinf can :bC; 
doue without proper machines for separating Ijbe 
IVbm the earth, sand, and partiicles of iron' wMbh arc 


it I did not see more than three of these 
i^ei% or envies at work, the greater part of the 
digj^ra COiUtehting themselves with whirling the* earth 
and wkteir rouiid in a tin basin, the lid of a saucepan, 
or even tfteir hats, and letting it gradually wash over 
the sides, living the grains of gold at the bottom; and 
most amusing Was it to observe tlieir anxious features 
while peering most intensely into the dish for the 
coveted metal, the bystanders, who had perhaps only 
just arrived, appearing equally as anxious, doubtless 
judging what tlieir own cliauce of success would be. 
I beard many say they had found considerable pieces 
that iqprning, but I did not see them. One gentleman, 
with a cradle, shewed mo his produce of three or ibur 
hours’ labour out of seven buckets of earth ; as nearly 
as I could judge, I imagine it would till a good-sized 
tlumhle, tlie largest piece being the size and shape 
of a flattened pea. The greatest good^humour, bafli- 
nage, and, a disposition to oblige, seemed to prevfiil ; 
but whether this will last when the worthless characters 
arrive from all parts of the colony it is difficult to say. 
It is expected that thousands will soon bo on the 
road from Sydney, many of whom will most certainly 
bo egregiously disappointed, and, rue the day they gave 
up their ordqiary avocations for gold-hunting. Let no 
one come who tiannot stand up to his knees in the cold 
water for hours ; who cannot lio down in wet clothes, 
and sleep under the green wood -tree; who does not 
know how' to make a damja^r or a fire when every bit 
j of timber round is soaking wet. The only possible 
■chance of doing any good is for six or eight to form a 
company, provide themselves with a tent, plenty of 
provisions, iiecessjiry machines and tools; and by inces- 
sant labour and co-operation it is not improbable a 
profit maybe rc^alised. The gootl folks of Bathurst, 
however, seem to be determined to keep people from 
coming into the district, by raising Uicir lirices to a 
most unjust and extravagant pitcli. Flour is L.40 per 
ton; Bs. are asked for shoeing a horse, 10s. for a small 
pick, &c. Tins absurd overreaching will compel many 
industrious men— determined to stick to their ivork 
notwithstanding the temptation to go gold-hunting — to 
find employment elsewliere. Ilie fiock-masters arc in 
great consternation ; already Inive flocks of sheep becii 
deserted by tlieir sbepherds, and. left in the hush. I 
was greatly amused on returning from the bustling 
scene, when meeting a magistrate, a sheep,- owner, 
attired in his mining-frock, who, accompanied bj^ his 
brothers and two licavily-ladcn carts for the diggings, 
deplored the conseqhenees tliat would fall upon those 
who are seized wiili the gold mania.’ 

That the very success that attends these explorations 
affords matter for regret is a saddening consideration. 
By the universal flight of servants, more particularly 
shepherds and sheep-shearers, prodigious loss will be 
incurred, and the onlinary wool export -trade seriously 
damaged. All the Australian colonies will tlius suffer 
more or less from the discovery; and even N^ew Zealand 
will come in for a share of tlie disaster^ — though, it 
must lie admitted, likewise for a shore of the benefit, 
for a market will be oiiened for its grain which it never 
anticipated. To take the worst view nf the affair : the 
evils can only bo temporary, for a vast w'ave of 
emigration will speedily roll like a flood towards the 
antipodes, and fill up all the vocaneies that can be 
made. And as each emigrant becomes a large con- 
sumer of British manufactures, it is evident that the 
home county^, in parting with its I'edundant labour, 
wdll largely profit by Biese %ufU'vellous Australian 
diggings. 

Note.---' Since the above was in type, ^ditional 
information liai! preached ns^ f^ South Wa%, 

confirming all pluvious repots inspecting the BaithtCrist 
Diggings, and an earnest 
for supplies of emigrants^ ahle and wflllUg ^to 
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'.'places which.' haTe'.'.t)e|ax^A«ifl^ ■;sh^i.erd^''.-'iiM' 
almost all other, . ^ jS^oyer, 

appears to us, has th^xe hm shch a favouiahle op^sipg 
for persons iuteudipg , to eihlgrate to Austrcdi^ r- 

0 ^ NORTH. / . 

FaOVf Taa l<rTVRATURllLikTT»R OF A OflRXlAW PH. ». 

Paouui X atu to be the countiyman of the man7‘>slded 
Goethe, and the impassioned Schiller, and Jean Paul 
the Ohly One, and Kant and Fichte, Tieck and 
!lf6u!q.ui^ -Klopstock and Herder, Wiehind and Konicr. 
And I contend that there ore diaractcristics in which 
Oennany towers pre-eminently above all other peoples 
and tbngties~intellectual traits wherein no other nation 
under heaven approximates to her likeness. But, 
as a literature, tlie English, I confess, seems to me 
superior to ours — in effect at least, if not in essence. It 
is vastly our master in style; in the art of saying things 
to the purpose, and not going to sleep — to sleep? 
perchance to dream— by the way. If we have authors 
who stand all alone in thoir glory, so have they — 
i and more of them. We have no cuiTent specimen 
of the man I am going to write about— v.e have no 
Christopher North. 

' W I visited in May the exhibition of the English 
; Royal Academy,* much as I w'as interested in Landseer’s 
♦l^tania and Bottom,’ and Maclise’s homage to Caxton, 
and other kindred paintings, on no canvas did I gaze 
so long and so lovingly as on that whereon the art of a 
Watson Gordon had depicted the form and features of 
Professor Wilson, One thing saddened me— to sec 
him an old man, and leaning on his staff. The ideal 
Christoidier North of the ‘Noctes,’ and yet more of 
the ‘Dies Borealcs,’ is indeed protevnaturally aged- 
old as the hills, . the gray hills he loves so well. But I 
w'as not i^reparcd to find so many traces of eld on the 
face of one wdiom Scott, it seems but the other day, 
was chiding with merry enjoyment the while for his 
tricksy young - mannishness. 

Would that my cfnintrymen we:w hotter acquamted 
with this ‘old man eloquent I* He deserves their pains. 
Tlie Scotch assure mo I cannot appreciate him, not 
being Scotch myself; and in principle they are right- 
doubtless I lose many ft recondite beauty, many a racy 
allusion, many a curtbsa feMcitas in his fascinating 
pages, through my comparative ignorance of the niceties 
of a language, for the elucidation of vrhich he himself 
employs a recurring series of the marginal note — * See 
ipr Jamieson.’ But there is many a cognate idiom and 
phrase which the German recognises in the Doric, and 
^precifttes better probably than does the denizen of 
CcKdtaigiie. . However tliismay be, 1 exult wntfa all my 
heart and mind and soul and strength in the effusions 
of dhiistopher North. Suixs I am tliat every German 
who at my instigation studies the writings of Wilson 
will feel gratefhl for the lunt. One will admire him 
as the gentle and pathetic tale-teller, as in ‘ Lights and 
Shadows of Scottish Life,' ‘The Foresters,’ and ‘The 
Trials of Margaret Lj^ndsay/ Another, as the refined, 
reflective, tender, and true poet, who has sung in 
sweetest TerSo,. *The Isle of l^alms,' ‘XJniinore,' and 
‘ The City of the Plague.' A tliird; as the accomplished 
metaphysiciiiA Professor of moral phUosopi]^, 

who con ihalce themes as lit^ with giuoelhl 

drap^^i^ :froni as with 041^ ontolog^tB 

dust. A iburtb^^'' as' 'the . 
r ' world^B cl^cs -i- 

Homer> H^pexis^, iShakspei^ MItoh, Wordswa^^ 

. ' .* The into ' 




around whose he throws a new halo, so 

that their old glory seOflas as nothing by reason of the 
glory that excolielh. A fifth, as the ardent politician, 
dashing, like an eagle on a dovecot, among Whigs, 
Badicals — hoc omne. A sixth, as the shrewd, 
satirical, caustic reviewer, deaUng out retrihution 
wholesale on a herd of poetasters. And as there are 
eclectics udio will thus admire him. in some one or other 
of iiis aspects ; so thera synerel^sts (myself among 
the number) who admire him in 
Six suhim^s havc.now come and gone since I learned 
to know and love Christopher North. In 1845 I was 
lecturing to a drowsy Class bii certain obscure develop- 
ments |Of transcendental phUosophy, when 1 had to call 
to order a red-haired foreign student, who, in violation 
of lecture-room decorum, was intent on the perusal of 
some work of fiction, and whose eyes, as I saw when 
he raised them at my protest, were sufiused with 
tears. After lecture 1 summon^ liim to my rooms. 
He was a Caledonian to the backboueT-fSrbm the wjlds 
of Ross-shiro-^as primitive a specim^ in dialect, though 
not in intellect as that memorable stripling who told 
Dr Chalmers* before his class at St Andrews that 
Julius Ccesor was the father of the correct theory of 
population.' X'he liook he had been crying over— and 
his eyes were; still red — was Andersen's ‘Dichters 
Bazaar;* and the passage that aflcctcd the poor follow 
was that descriptive of AJfSorscn’s rennonire at Inns- 
bruck with a young Scotchman, 011 a sentimental 
journey, who manifested so much emotion at the 
resemblance of the scenery to his own native hills, and 
broke into a torrent of tears when Anderscjii, to 
intensify the association, began to sing a well - known 
Scottish air. Sentimental myi^lf, I could not for the 
life of me scold one so suscei)tible to Ileimweh; so 
instead of abusing I began to pump him, catechising 
him about the literature and national eharaeteristics of 
his ‘ land of the mountain and the flood.* Of all living 
authors he panegyrised chiefly Professor Wilson, whom 
hitlicrto I had known by .impute only as the eclitor of 
Machoood. He dwelt enfiiusiastically on the critic, the 
poet, the novelist, and last, not least, the man ; telliug 
me many a tnidition, apocryphal or otherwise, of his 
blithe boyhood, his Oxford career, ond Ids doings at 
I Elleray ; how he tlirew- himself into the roistering 
companionHhip of gipsies and tinkers, potters and 
Strolling-players ; how he served as waiter, and won 
I all hearts— Boniface’s included — at a Welsh in,n;t 
how at Oxford he repeatedly fouglit a pugnacious 
shoemaker '; and how, in all such encounters, he mag- 
nanimously recorded himself beaten when beaten lie 
was.t I retutned to my rooms that day with a pile 
of Wilson's writings iiU^or my 
The critics en masse will support me, I apprehend, in 
preferring Wilson’s prose to his poetry. Tlie latter is 
apt to pall upon the taste; it is too dainty, too elevated, 
too pnuimental a thing for the uses of this ‘working- 
day world.’ It is delicious when seen in an extract ; 
hut, road in extensoy it is almost suggestive of a yawn. 
Moods of mind there are when it pleases almost beyond 
compare ; but they are exceptional, transient. If you 
exult in it at soft twilight, and And that it then laps 
yoUr senses’ in elysium, the probability is that at mid- 
day you will wonder what has come to it or to yourself 
that the spell is broken, the rapture diluted into 
satiety, the surge and swell of inspiration smoothened 
to a dead calpa. According to Dr Moir, its grand 
charoct^Stics are delicacy of sentiment, and ethereal 
de^co of description — reflning*and elevating what- 
ever it touches. § It avoids the stem and the rugged 
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at the expense of the sublime; {fj^e^n^ k 

gentle, placid, and tender. THe ^aidt of th^ howeyer, 
is-^os Lord J elfre j pointed out-^ alphi^ with a tranquil- 
lUing and most tO^^ing sweetne^ ii:^rtiun monotbny 
and languor, which o^inary readers of ^tiry will be 
apt to call dulnesB. As Wilson’s 
modern Pythagorean— fjcharactenses it : 

‘ His strain like hol^ hyinn ttX>on the ear dotti float, 

Or Tuice of chorubim, in monn tain role remote.* 

It is not of the earthj earthy. But so much dhe more 
it fails in human interikt^ and seems to soar above 
human symxiathios — as though, like tlicr Ettrick 
Shepherd’s ♦ Kilmeny/ or our own Foiiqud’s * Undine,’ 
the link were broken which * bound it in the himdle of 
life ’ with common clay. ^1 sliould like,* said Allan 
Qunningham, ‘to live in a wotld of John Wilson’s 
making: how lovely would be the Mils, how romantic 
the mountains ; how clear the skies, how beauteous the 
light of the half- risen sun; how full of paradise the 
rales, and of music the streams I The song of the 
birds would be for ever heard, the boipid of the deer 
for ever seen; thistles would refuse to grow, and hail- 
shovrers to descend ; while amid the whole woman would 
walk a pure, unspotted creature, clothed with loveli- 
ness as with a garment, the flowers seeking the inessure 
of her white feet, the wind feeling enriclied by her 
breath, while the eagle would hesitate to pounce xipon 
the lambs, charmed into a dove by the i)resenoe of 
beauty and innocence.’ This applies rather to tlie ; 
‘ Isle of Palms ’ and to ‘ Unimore ’ than to the * City'of 
the Plague,’ the vciy title of which is sufficiently dis- 
cordant with the above description, and the subject of 
which was declared monstrous by Southey.* ‘It is,* 
says lie, ‘ out - Genuanising the Gennaiis ; it is like 
bringing rack, wheels, and pincers upon the stage to 
excite pathos.’ Perhaps the tu fjuoque might be here 
I’ctortcd upon the author of ‘ Thalaba’ with considerable 
unction; and at anyrato he must include in his censure 
the genius of Dante, of Boccaccio, of Defoe, of Man- 
zoni, of Shelley, of Brockden Brown, and many another 
greater or lesser star. One cannot help wondering, 
however, that even with this theme Wilson should write 
so little that is powerful amid so much that is pathetic^ 

! that ho should raise so few BX)irits of terror from the 

1 vasty deep of his imagination ; and that, at liis warm 
touch, tiie freezing horrors of such a topic should melt, 
thaw, and dissolve themselves almost into a gentle dew. 
Descriptions ‘beautiful exceedingly’ abound in this 
work; and of his minor x^oems, ‘gems of purest ray 
serene ’ arc ‘ Edith and Nora,’ the ‘ Address to a Wild 
Deer,’ and the ‘Lines Written in a Highland Glen.’ 

To his novels and tales, with all their x)eculiar charm, 
the same objection of ‘ iunguor and monotony * is idso 
npxdicable. He is too apt to cancel from his inctures 
whatever would oflhiid a too fastidious ideal ; to elimi- 
nate every negative quantity ; to give us the rose without 
the thorn, poetry witliout prose, man without original 
siti. Ills shexdierds and shepherdesses, his swains and 
Qottors, are nearly as unreal, though far more interest- 
ing, than the paatond creatures dear to Shenstonc and 
Dresden china. They flit before us like ' figures in 
has - relief, w'hich wont ftioro background and less 
statuesque uniformity. Jeffrey, in his review of 
1 Margaret Lyndsay,* ‘Lights and Shadows, V ^cc. ob- 
jocied to them as lamentably. deficient in that bold and 

^ that ^orongfi knowladge of the ; 

w^brld^ and i^tiiying spii^t of goocl senac which redeem 
all flights from the imputation oith^ pf extra- 

vagance or affectatipu. But alVmust ackhov^lAii^ tJm , 
exqmaitespathos and the generous enthusiasm conse^ 
crated cvhrywheru by a pervading purity of sehtimeht; 
i^hich makfl them justly dear to youth and inhocehCe. 

^Cbtiie wo now to Ids connection with ijciiodical 
literature. Butting on the anonymous, he forthwith 
became broader in girth, Idghor in stature, greater in 
strength. Like the cap of Fortunatus, it seemed to 
endow him with new faculties. Addison says there 
are few works of genius that come out at first with the 
authors name; and adds: ‘For my own iwirt, I must 
declare, the papers I present tlie public are like fairy 
favours, wddeh shall last no longer tluin while tlie 
author is concealed.* No sooner had Christopiier 
North shouldered his crutch tlian he shewed how fields 
are won — handling it like a sceptre that made him 
monarch of all he surveyed. Ho did not indeed use 
his liberty as a cloak for licentiousness, but he was. 
laughingly and laughably reckless in his doings and 
darings. Coleridge in one of his monologues, as De 
Stael called them, blamed his lawless cx^jendittire of 
talent and genius in Ins in-otracted njanagement of 
‘Blackwood,’ but at the same time exclaimed:* ‘llow 
can I wish that Wilson sliould cease to write what so 
often soothes and eusiicnds my bodily miseries, and my 
mental conflicts!* How indeed? With such cordiality 
in his cliuckle, such glee in his eccentricities, Suclj 
genius in his vagaries, such methoil in his madness, 
who could frown on the extravaganzas of North any 
more than utter grave strictures on the ‘All Fools’ 
Day* of Charles Lamb?. It was all so genial that you 
forgave everything and forgot notlung.t And then Ms 
eloquence was truly as ‘ the rush of mighty waters * — 

‘How the exulting thoughts, 

Like children on a holiday, rush forth 

And shout, tMid cull to every humming bcc, 

And bless the birds for angels 1 * j: 

One of his ‘ Cockney ’ victims, upon whose shoulders 
he had laid the crutcli with more bone-crushing (/win- 
5rec//c«d) emphasis than any other man’s, eulogises his 
prose as a rich territory of exuberance congenial with 
Keats’s poetry — aforest tempest- tossed indeed, compared 
with those still valleys and enchanted gardens, but set 
in the same region of the remote, the luxuriant, the 
mythological — ^govenred by a more wilful and scornful 
spirit, but such ns hates only fx’om an inverted spirit of 
loving, impatient of want of sympathy .§ Well might 
poor Hartley Coleridge [j call Christoxdier North the 
happiest speaking mask since Father Shandy and Uncle 
Toby were silent ; * for Elia,’ he adds, ‘ is Charles him- 
sdf.’ Tho unique style of Wilson’s criticisms is hardly 
conceivable by those amongst us who are ignorant of 
Mb mother-tongue : we have nothing I can iioint to by 
way of partillel, hardly even of resemblance. Ho lias 
the wit and searching intellect of Lessing; the facile 
analysis of Brockhaus ; the phil<>soi>hic tendency of the 

♦ Table-Talk, vol. H. 

t llow ebarabtorlBtic these wi-itings were of tho man may be 
illuHtrated by a letter of Mrs Grant of Laggan, who, after colling 
Wilson ‘ tho most provoking creature imaginablu,’ proccctls to 
say; * He la yonng, bandsome, wealthy, witty ; has great learning, 
exuberant spirits, a wife and children tliot ho dotes on, und no 
vice that I know, Imti on the contiary, virtuous principles and 
f(>elingB. Yot his wouderM eccentricity would put anybody but 
his wife wlld.^he, X am coiivinced, was adually msde m purpose 
for herahtiBband, and has that kin<f of indei^ihahle oontrouing 
inftuenoe over him that CathfHrlhe is said to have had over tliat 
wonderful savage the Cimr Peter.*— awi Cinrefpm^ima/ ; 
Mrs Orawt (if 

± Sydney Yon^s : ‘ The PomatL* Scene vt 
. j heigh-Hunt t:-;* Beer.’- ■ . : ■ ' ; ■ ■ ■- ■ 

1 In his Introduetion to Masaiiigcr* ; BlsowluWe 
ridge writes Wilson W the 

duced; nay, that is saying his best;'; he la 

' ahnost'ihe .best that llritaiii' hiiS:prdilU^.^^|eW ' ' . „ ;■ ■ . ; , . 

^otchofl were leoturca delivered to the PhUoBOpbical 
of Edinburgh in the winter of ISSO-l. The volume is a fsthilal and 
generous estimate of the great poets of the ago just past or itiU 
cuRtsnt,' Wo do not, indeed, know any book which maj W Uibro 
ounfldonUyrocommohded to tho yonng pf the present day Who may 
be anxious to know what is best wcMh their attentiph in one 
important branch of recent literature. Meet sad it is i^ect 
that the amiable and accomplished nuthCMr^tho Bniw;)^ of 
wood’s Magazine ’—was suddenly cut olf in the vlgpCr of hltf days 
Iw JulylflsU— hU C*. iJ. ; ^ : v . 
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youngor ! ■' ScfeteM. ''llsustitty ' • 
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him 8ke *; a atiup that ilwellis aiwu^ : * a cotnei* if yon wQi 
—blit ■ & its vagtancy— brilliant with a light 

that %a8 0n aea or shore of the orbts ‘veteimu$ 

note/s. Jtlm nature endowed with what Tennyson 
asetibos to tlie dead friend ho memorialises so fondly: 

‘ Heart-aiffluence in discursive talk 
From household fountains never dry ; .. 

* Tbe eritlc clearness of an eye 

That saw through all the Muses’ walk*’’^ 

With all his partisanship and consummate iro^y, he 
is justly praised for, tolerance, and for the fine s;^rit of 
fVimkncss and generous good-will wdiich animates many 
of his reviews of political and literally foes; for, as 
Justice Talfoiird observes, f notwithstanding his own 
dedded opinions, he has a compass of mind large 
enough to embrace all others which have noble alliances 
w'ithiri its range. Seldom, if ever in fact, w:as so 
sound and warm a heart allied to so dear a head. If. 
our G'Utakow is not more tmicliant in hi$ ^atirc and 
seprni neithor is our Jean Paul more gentle, more melt- 
iugly tender, more winning and womanly in his gushing 
pathos. ‘The liecreations of Christopher North’ collect 
some of his choicest misciillanoa; but why does he not 
make a selection also from that glorious repository of 
eccentric, self-willed, ebullient genius, tlie ‘ Nights at 
Ambrose’s ? * Nowhere else does he apiaiar to such 
advantage. lie there riots in prodigality of intellectual 
find iinagiuativG wealth. He deluges you with good 
things, and swells the Hood with your oum tears, now 
of sorrow and now of mirth. He hurries you from 
sublimity to burlesque; from homily to jeu d'esp?it; 
from grave disquisition to obstreperous fun: feasting 
you alternately with the items in Poloiiius’s bill of faro 
—tragedy, comedy, history, pastoral, pastoral-comical, 
historical - pastoral : »Seneca cannot bo too heavy nor 
Plautus too light. The ‘ Noctes * shew a dmmatic 
power one could not have surmised :from the conduct 
of his poetry. An intelligent English critic remarks, 
that, barring an occasional irregularity of plot, they are 
perfect si)ecimens of comedy. $ If any fellow-country- 
man among my readers (f-r h^pothese) arc strangers to 
the English language, let him for once lielicve tlie 
assurance of an Anglo -maniac, that the language is 
worth learning if only to read the ‘Noctes Atiibrosiaiio:.’ 
Robert Hall, aged and agonised by disease, betook him- 
self — ^prostrate on the sofa — to the study of Italian, 
that he might read Dante. Youthful Gerinnns, hale, 
hearty, and aspiring, take example by the Baptist 
in^eacb^r. 0 the aurora borealis of those ‘Noctes,* 
dark #ith eiccessive bright! May their shadow never 
be less! 

Note.— Since this paper was written, tlio merits of 
Professor Wilson have been recognised by Ids coutttry, 
in the fotni of «a handsome pension conferred by the 
goverhmeut; but we deeply lament to add that still 
more recently the ‘ old man eloquent* has been stricktm 
by severe ilhiess, and is for the present confined to his 
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•^’Mqberi'/iihd;; ;his.'.,Mtached family. Ill I 

Sebtia^, of universal | 

gratitdatiop-irfqr long been regarded with | 

pride as the Chief of his country’s 

literatures-^ Will the^ o^ event lie everywhere felt , 
ks a grievous, though we would hope temporarj^ mis- 
fbrtunk--^i>.. : . v;; :: ' 

T li E E 0 6 i O F T. A B 0 H D I E. 

SoWe are idl ha some all heart. The 

first do and the pth^s ifeel. The one is always at work 
—labourinig, creating, producing ; the other spends his 
life in deploring the misories of humaiiity, its suflflriugs, 
its wrofigs ; but there lie stops. The same in private 
life:* A man of hand supports bis gives them 

good beef and mutton, dresses tlicm trell, and proves 
that he loves them by makihg them happy ; the man 
of heart feels intensely if they arc sick, hSs tears for 
the slightest ill that happens, dei^Ores their want of 
liixiiricB and necessaries, sits by his Chimney-corner and 
talks, but does pothlng; proving, after all, that he loves 
but himself. He is the most nibble man iu the world, 
a general favourite in society, an outwardly affection- 
ate father and husband ; but his children am half- 
starved, and his wife goes about in an old gown, which 
the man of hand’s wife would give away to some beg- 
gar to whom it would be useful and wxdcome. Not 
that we object to heart ; far from it. A man cannot ; 
have too much feeling if he allies with it tlie head to 
coheeive and the hand to execute. A man wholly 
without heart is a monster; and the great defect of ! 
Napoleon’s character was, tiiat with a mighty head and ' 
stuiiendous hand he had scarcely any heart. It is the 
union of hand and heart, with a head to guide both, 
which makes a matt a useful meinber of society. 

Ernest Didavigne was the only child of a w’klow. His 
father hml been a superior farmer of considcrahlo pro- 
perty, and had died leaving the land to his wife and 
son. But Ernest, though fond of the country, aspired 
to be something better than the peasantry around him. 
He lived in apiart of Erance where ignorance prevailed 
over knowledge; where bad roads and impenetrable 
bogs retarded the progress of civilisation ; and where 
the ]>eople were in that happy state of ignorance 
■which prevailed over most parts of Europe some two 
hundred years ago : wh(‘re agriculture caused twice 
the labour and gave half the returns whicli it afforded 
to the more enlightened; and where no one had ever 
yet attempted to i>enetratc the crust of barbarism 
which generally prevailed. Ernest had been educated 
at a town-school, and wlien a young man completed 
his education at a provincial college. Though acquir- 
ing all the general knowledge -which was conveyed 
by the professors, he devoted himself particularly to 
chemistry as^ applied to agriculture, and to the for- 
mation of new aratorial instruments* He returned 
home at twenty-one full of magnificent projects, lie 
would effect a revolution in the land ; he would open 
a course of lectures ; ho would teach thmn the advan- 
tages of all the new instruments of draining, of manu- 
rmg; and, above all, he would effect a complete altera- 
tion iu the dwellings — close, dirty, unwholesome, and 
comfortless UQW. Admirable and praiseworthy notion 
was that of Ernest Dtdavigno. We shall see how he 
Icarricd it but. 

Ernest had, as he thought^ a very plain way before 
him. He set up as a lecturer, witli the honest design 
of instructing las jess iuteili^t neighbours. Unfor- 
tuimtely, howevb^ii lectures; and 

!ali his s^icitatldi^ a polite but peremptory 

rebuff Thb way best, 

imd wbtddv w the ; contrary on mere 

hearsay. spoken ',bf os a fool' for his 

pretensioiw'i^tl^^S^--:^^^^ 
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inductid him to all attompta at ^orihatioi^ 

aud he betook himabF to Paris a somfiwliat w)iBOr 
Experience Ium! coot#, liis ardour for - 
kind. Arrived in l^aris, took up liis lodging in tke 
quartier Latin, and went to see M* ©Onoit, a notary in 
higli reputewith the old atistpcr^y, who confided to him 
tiiC management of Ihcir pecuniary aiftaira witli a confi- 
dence ami aecurityAvhioh Spoke volumes for hia honesty 
and honoimible character. He received ktEfnest kindly, : 
listentMl to what he hatl to say pkriently, and then gave 
him advice. He approved of Ids selecting medicine as a 
profession, and promised, if it pleased him, to introduce 
him into good society, that tliC intervals of time between 
his studios might be well spent. Ernest accepted gladly, 
and at once began the study of his new profedaion. It 
suited his cliaracter, bis feeling for suffering Immanity, 
to be die healer of the sick; and the prospect of asso- 
ciating as' tt student with, the upper classes of society 
was pleasant and agreeable. He went to public lec- 
tures ; he read hartl ; and in the pvenings he visited 
one or two which were freely opened to him on 

the recommendation of M. Benoit. 

He found this way of passing his time vastly agree- 
able. He liked the conversation of ladies ; for they, as 
he abstained from politics, sympathised witli his views, 
approved of his humanitarian iirinciplcs, and proved 
always an attentive audience. One evening he was 
sjieaking of his old and favourite topic — the introduc- 
tion of agricultural improvements into the country — 
when a young girl joined in the debate. 

‘ Ob, monsieur,’ she cried wannly, * I am happy to 
meet with some one of my way of thinking. I lived 
in a country district which is very much behind the 
age, and haying been some years in England, which 
enjoys such a vast sujicriority in this particular over 
any other part of the world, 1 am deeply anxious to 
see the example of our neighbours followed.’ 

Ernest was delighted, and after a few minutes he 
addressed liis whole conversation to Mbo Louise de 
Kedonte'. He found her to’ his astonishment learned 
in all farming details, though a . year jwiiiger than 
himself; aware of more irainwementjs in luachineiy 
than he had ever known of; and deeply conversant 
witli all that was necessary to the comfort and well- 
being of both men ami animals employed in agri- 
culture. Before the end of tlic evening Ernest was 
in love. A French novelist would tell us that he 
had met his destiny. At till events, lie considered him- 
self fortunate to have fnUen in with so charming a 
person, wdio joined to great beauty and accomplishment 
a taste for his favourite subjects of thought and talk. 

Ernest and Louise mot continually, and each day 
they renewed their intimacy. They talked together, 
they danced together, and before tlic end of three 
months the young man scarcely missed an evening 
at the house of dc Lastange, where she resided 
when in town. Feople at last bcgJih to insinuate to 
the old lady, that the friendship of the young people 
was rather warmer than should properly exist between 
a student in medicine and a rich lieiro^. A few days 
after this Erhest missed MUe Louise cle liedonte from 
the evenings of de Lastange, who, witliout the 
least change in her manner towards lum, informed him 
that slie was gone to the country to her uncle, wliere 
indeed she spent the greater part of the- j^ear. She 
wus a kind - hearth woman, and by this separation 
simply wished to spare both tlie pain which she tlmught 
must ensue if their affections heoamc engaged. ISrnest 
felt very dull : the <diarm of the soirees was 
did pot cease to ^ however, because It was ^ P 
that he might again seb^her tlierot but to yiaits became 
leas frequent, and thus tlm Setod ondfid,; v;^ 
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epntinucxl the study of his 

mother that he should f 

cbuntiy, because Jiis xUSgiist at hif nel^ibours was 


tot itesidos, 

his studies, 

by Int^dptioh. But he did not how dhyhte himself 
to to books with half tlie saino zest witlji Whfob to ^ 
begun, to iUoughts were far awjiy in fhat- ebuntry 
ro^on^ Whoretor it was; where Louisd resided; and he 
thought Ijio snniiher never would end. To distract his 
attchtSon he varied his reading, added novels, poetry, | 
and history to his scientific booto ; and thus with many 
a yawn, and many a longing, and many a weary hour, 
the tinic passed, and when the salon of clc Lastange 
f^ain opened, Ernest presented liimself the very first 
evening. ' 

X.i«ui8e (le Bedontd was there, more lovely than ever ; 
and she welcomed the young man, as he eagerly ad- 
vanced to greet her, with a smile which filled him with j 
rapture. Mme de Lastange looktsd on in some alarm. 
Louise w^as in mouniing: she had lost her uncle nearly 
six montlis, and slic was rich in the extreme. She was 
surroundtid at once by a ijerfeet host of suitors, but 
she gave encouragement to none. Ernest still con- 
tinued lier favourite companion, to the great annoyance | 
of the mass of young men about town, who would have : 
been delighted to have given her their name, and to 
have spent her hundred thousand francs of annual 
income. '•Still no one looked uikui the intimacy of 
Louise and Ernest as anything likely to end seriously. 
The crowds of suitors who filled the salons of 
de Lastange supposed th.‘it the young Ifuly was a 
clever person, and shewed a preference for the con - 
I versation of ithe medical student — an individual she 
c.ould not marry — simply that slie might look round 
unobserved and unsuspected, and clioose for herself. 

‘ My dear Louise,’ said her friend one day to her, 

* how much longer do you mean to keep tlie men in 

susixuiseV There are more than a dozen dying for 
love * 

‘ Of my chiiteau and cash,* replied Louise laughing ; 

* but I am quite sure I shall see them all us rosy as ever 
next season.’ 

* Do you not, then, mean to select your future hus- 
band before you again bury yourself in your gloomy 
castle?’ said M«»« de Lastange in an alarmed tone. 

* My dear madiiinc, 1 am rich, 1 am young, I have 
time and iiideiKnidence. 1 sluvil not choose a husband 
until I have found a lover whose iitfection is real, mid 
whom 1 myself can like.’ 

M»Me de Lastange mentioned several of her suitors 
Avith high praise, but Louise shook her head, and found 
fault with all. 

‘I have no patience witli you,’ cried the good lady.. 
‘ You encourage that young student so much, that you 
have no lime to judge the merits of others. I have a 
great mind to close my door against him.’ 

‘ My dear De Lastange,’ replicil Louise gravely, ‘ if 
you cease to receive my proiegS, you will make my 
CA'cnings A^ery dull. I shall i*un' to the country a mouth 
sooner.’ 

M>«« de Lastange sighed, and turned away, but she 
studiousiv avoided letting Ernest notice her annoy- 
ance; still, when the friends were together, she looked 
annoyed, and almost began to agree with those who 
supposed Louise to have some secret object in encou- 
raging the medical student. 

‘ Where do you intend settling on the completion of 
your studies?’ said Louise one evening. 

* In Paris, or some other large town,’ replied Ernest. 

^ In town ! I thought you preferred country life,* 

coitfinue# she, as if somewhat disappointed , ^ : 

*T did once, hut 1 have dianged ray mind, I cttigi: ^ 
iially iuteuded devoting to agriculture ; hut 

now I have a profession, X prefer living in cities/ '! ; 

■ «-But wby?.*- ■■■■■ v:\j- 

* In the first place, tb Hve in the 'I; 

require a ; but I drepohp 

me,*' reto^ Ernest 



Ha^r-I: up ..at -ii^.- 

-like ■ a ■'■ cljad-l(x>l#g:'44^v^ viien ...aakitig. a, ■ 

■.;;.fliiTUUr;,'''.':tjf speak id^'inind.;' 

in almost uu time a 

thorbup ^11$^ MiulemolB^'ne was 

Fr^xichwoii^^ was not burdened with 

■^diffidence/:;;; 

Kext eyeing it known that Braes t 

affianced, to the 

gi^t consternation of all fortune-hunters, and the great 
joy of ; all those who sympathised with truthful, feel- 
Ing) apd sincere affection. But the salons of de 
,XihStaugo were no longer crowded: the host of inte- 
rested suitors ranishetl. 

. ?Bo you know,* said Louise one evening as they 
were talking of the future, ‘that I mean to make a 
regular xiatriarch of you ? I have determined to intro* 
duee among all niy fanners and their neighbours the 
latest improvements, and to give thean the benefit of 
all the agrlcultuml discoveiies of England and Erance.* 

‘ It is useless making such attempts,’ replied Ernest 
gravely ; * you will but lose your temper and your time.’ 

■Monsieur! Why you are as btul. as the fool of 
Laboutiie;* 

r * Hah I* said Ernest, turning very pale. 

‘Why,’ continued the merry girl, without noticing 
his uneasiness, ‘ you must know that my castle is close 
to Laboudie. My uncle was the Count de Plouvieres.’ 

‘Oh I* replied Ernest. 

‘ WeD, there came from a neighbouring town, some 
two years back, a young man belonging to our place, 
who had studied agriculture, and who dcsirerl, it 
appears, .to reform the neighbourhood. Instead of 
introducing the change himself, however, he tried to 
persuade others to. do so ; told the ignorant farmers of 
what they might do, but did not attempt to demon- 
strate his tlieoTies. People naturally enough laughed 
lat.liis lectures— his disquisitions especially; as I am 
told he had land himsdf, and never thought of trying | 
the sensible experiment of shewing Iris neighbours by 
practice the advantages ho believed, but did not know 
to exist. Siicli well -meaning men are worse than 
useless : they stand more in the way of real progress 
tlmtt the most obstinate devotee of antiquity ; they are 
mere sentimental, and not i)ractical ‘ reformers. But 
why so gloomy, Ernest ? Surely I have not oflended 
you? I see you are a little unwell. Good -night. 
Go home to bed, and tell your old co}ic{erffe to make 
you some tisane. It will soon be my office to take care 
of monsieur when he thinks proper to be ill.* 

Ernest took lier proffered hand, shook it even more 
heartily than usual, and went away. It was early: 
just biftfire ttiidnight, and as the other guests were 
about 0 depart^ the bonne of Mmo de Lastange gave a 
letter to Louise, Who. alone, in a little boudoir where 
she had ratlred, since none but card-players remained, 
at once opened and read it. 

‘I write not in anger but with deep^sorrmf. I love 
you top much to expose you to a liffi <if mifiery. You 
h^ve oppressed too mudi contempt for persons of my 
c^i^aetcr not to be very unlmppy when you know me 
better.^^^^ wfil doubtless find, however, one worthy 
of you. I shall seek, after that severe but just lesson 
which I have how to win your esteem now 

that your iotels lm^ Bomernber me kindly, if 
it be snffi<^cnt left to sate 

■you ih ^me from eirerlastihg unhap^ 'Dds ni^t^ 
at 'elmn, I irta ttjtfe 

What haittfiMbft ? * ‘ BM)r Brn^t ! 

bk Poor feBoWl 

-havn'- gone': 

ITniast not ho is jgone. 

"HbwV^hoei' ’'he :ihiist . 


■ .':'jA^.d:h#ay-hhe.^^ if by so doing 

MeahwhSO whose nmod :hhd: b^ enlarged 

:and elevated by more extended -^ went away on 
his road home* iubdoed, 'and yet not wholly 

east dowm lie sah^ distine^^^^ of all that 

Loihse had said ; to his own errors 

lay, and deterahined to proto to lesson. He arri ved 
at home aft^ a long journey, calm, serious, and full of 
Btrang conviCtion of iiia owii former pride, whicli made 
his present bundfity iill the more pleasing. His mother 
was deUghled to see him; and when he declared liis 
intention of ^eyoting himself in future to the fiirm, she 
was doubly pleased. He took up his former quarters, 
and them after a day’s rest, started for a long walk to 
recruit lus body, somewhat enervated by study and 
town life. He followed the high road which led to tlw 
Chateau do Plouvieres, along which were several small 
farms, and one or two very extensive ones. He walked 
along, his eyes fixed on the ground, in deep meditation, 
until he was suddenly aroused by a loud voice. 

‘Hollo there! Monsieur Ernest, I want to speak 
M’ith you,* said thfe very old fanner whom ho hod first 
made tux attempt upon nearly two years before. 

‘What is It?’ replied young Belavigne, raising his 
head a little haughtily; ‘ wliat can you have to say to 
tiie Fool of Laboudie?’ 

‘ Sir!’ cried the other, as they approached each 
other ; ‘ I beg your x>ardon, and we all beg your pardon. 
I, But do you not see we did not understand your fine 
talk? and wc could not believe what we didn’t see. 
But then M^e Louise, our guardian imgel, htul just 
finished her model -farm, imd there slie had all the 
improvements of which you told us. Well, when we 
saw that really there were bettor ways than wo knew of, 
you see we agreed to try, and I’ve bought a now plough 
— hero it is — and it’s a little out of order, and it’s just 
to ask your ml vice about mending it that I called 3 'ou.’ 

‘ With pleasure,’ said Ernest, wdxo had listened to the 
other’s words with det*p interest. * Oh, it’s nothing; a 
couple of nails and a screw is all that’s wanted.’ 

Half an hour later the defect was remedied, and the 
two were at breakfast together. The old man said 
tliat if Ernest would now open his lectures they would 
be %vell attended of an evening; and if conto^d to 
descriptions referring to things the farmers began to 
understand, would continue so. Tlie young man 
rexdied that he would make liimsclf acquainted with 
what had been done, and would deliver his first lecture 
on the following Sunday — the only day when a rural 
population in France could be collected together for 
such a purpose, Next day Ernest visited the model- 
fann of the Chateau de Plouvierco. He found a 
considerable tract of land under cultivatioji. The 
head was an Englishman, who had resided some years 
in Normandy, and his assistants were French. He 
had, moreover, fourteen pupils, sons of neighbouring 
farmers. Mr Wilson informed Ernest that it was only 
the powerful infiuence of the Count de Plouviores, and 
the afifection of the people for Louise his niece, which 
had enabled him to. obtain their youth to bring up in 
improved notibto* 3Iut now, he said, all went along 
easily. The farmers and^thelr families felt and saw 
the ^eat benefits Vfhich lay within their grasp, and, as ^ 
thdr x>atr0n8 gave them facilities for paying for all 
ney instruments to tosktoents, few refused to avail 
themselves of the opp^uiuty. On ffite days and holi- 
toya ito wto^e to^ the model-farm, 

to amuse around ; and a chanp, 

he sidd, WM ^ One house which 

had beto to W rebuilt upon 

new prindj^lea^i^^to^ ^ cleanliness, 

Braest of the wisdom 

of :tto pitotical tourse Flou- 

yieres and Louise, do Kedontd. He saw tliat if 







■we would induce j|»eii 

must practise tlietu ourselves ai^ tllfti oile^^^e^ 
is worth a hundred e?t|)08itjoas. He weiit Sued 
with admiration at the hobiUty of chsJntcterj the sbuiid 
sense and wisdom, of tl^e and vdth^lds 
heart doubly imbued with lore )^r %e beautiM ^ 
He prepared his lecture id his ihind during the whole 
tiiroe d» 3'8 wliicli interyohed, end vrhen the hour cam 
entered the barn amid lohd applause. Tile place was 
full. The whole neighbourb^, male and female, was 
there, with Mr Wilscm^ bis mid pupils. 

Everybody understood now that the object* of Ernest 
Delavigne luwl been good ; and all blamo(| themselTes 
for not comprehending him, though in reality the fault 
was with him, who hod not tmderstood the night way 
to proceed. 

He began. In eloquent words, with deep and strong 
feeling, he drew a picture of X<ahoudie before and after 
the return of I^uise from England : he compared in a 
' humorous way the diiferent line pursued by the young 
lady and the Tool of Laboudie (gr^t lavgkt&r and 
apphtm) : he acknowledged her means to be i^ater, 
but also allowed that he might hafe made his own 
land the model-farm by industriously devoting himself* 
to the very course of imiirovement wliieh he recom- 
mended: he called down the blessings of Heaven on 
the lovely patroness of the locality, hardly able to 
rostniin tears os he spoke, and thou opened with his 
sebjeet. 11c used simple and plain language: ho spoke 
of things which all began to understand, and was 
listened to with deep interest and respectful attentfon. 
When he sat down the barn almost seemed about to 
fall, so violently did they shake it with their bravos 
and clapping of hands. But it was late, and most had 
a long way to go; BO the assemblage dispersed, after 
receiving gratefully tlio promise of a continuation tliat 
day-week. 

But one person lingered behind, and stood witliin the 
barn when all had left it save Ernest and his mother. 
They luid reached the door before they made the 
■ discovery. 

* Mhe la Comtosse,* said Helavigne respectfully. 

‘ Ernest I ’ replied she, holding out her band. 

‘l/ouise l* exclaimed he, for ho saw in the smile 
whicli accompanied the otTer of her liand that she was 
unchanged. - 

‘And so monsieur runs away, and 1 must run after 
him r said Louise, taking his arm, ‘ Wliat think yon, 
madame,* she continued : ‘your son a month ago asked 
me to marry him ; I consented, and a week ago ho ran 
away, declaring he would not have me. Am I not 
very good to come and fetch liini ? ’ 

‘Louise I Louise!* replied Ernest passionately; *I 
did not think you could marry the Eool of Laboudie.’ 

‘ My dear, friend, my speech of the other evening only 
shews how wrong people are to judge from appearances. 
I had only heard a description of you under that name 
from an old servant, whose gossips I have been sufil- 
I ciOntly -punished fbr retailing.’ 

I ‘But, my son,* cried the amazed mother, ‘what is 
the meaning, of sil tills ? * 

‘ My dear m^aiue, that we are to be married; accord- 
ing to previous agreement, to-morrow three weeks,’ said 
Louise, taking her hand ; ‘ And that my husband is 
about to complete the i^ork uJUeb I Imve so imperfectly 
begun.* :■ 

The whole, nifitir was the most off-hand thitifif Imagin- 
able, Tljo marrifi^ of these two olever peo^e— each 
clever in a i^articmar way, the y«?y dififeronce of cha- 
racter being U8eful---created Ht^ #uiprise» 
to tlie old royohition, M. de Ernest 

resumed, now he held a sodal position w to 

make the igfistocaratio db assumhig'-had^W as 

high a position as tho Cobitt de Plouyi^ he 
not emigrated-^ prelteJ^g to fsa into the ^ 
a farih wanderihg e&e ih a fiareigh . At 


in prison as a remfiiiM ml 
is# the waM pu^ But he liad s® a 
esiatq^ if ho it hiinselt; and he contbum to dd 

so; and Monsieur Helavigne, despite its ptebman look, 
was quite as happy as he had been wh en M. de Lafignh* 
But his 8cyti,i for the sake of his wife and iier relAtiyesy 
resumed the name of his right, to which he modest}^ 
avoided allusion until a &w days before their martial; 

And now it was difficult to say which was the hand 
and which was the heart Ernest had learned that 
mere personal sympathy with the ignorance or misery 
of our fellow -creatures is of little use, if we do not 
raise*our liands and aims to do something ; and that the 
true friends of humanity are those wlio do their utmost 
to diffuse knowledge, to widen the circle of man’s utility, 
and who V^y example and practice lead the march of civi- 
lisation. Every man may thus do his part in tlie great 
work of human progress. All that is wanted is the will to 
be useful. Ernest and Louise do Laviguc were a blessing 
to the whole country round. Smiling meadows, neat 
houses, productive fields, healthy peasantry, tlio absence 
of any glaring cases of poverty, considerable elevation 
of mind, above that whicli is the ordinary lot of the 
agricultural labourers, are the practical results of tins 
happy disposition of mind, wliich makes the richest 
propricSfliire of Laboudie consider all around him as Ins 
i children, to whom he owes a fair share of his time and 
thoughts. Tliey are intensely beloved, and there arc 
niany yet unborn who will yet live to bless the pleasing 
union in Ernest and Louise of the hand and the 
heart. 


MODERN ISLAND OF THE BLEST. 
Theub is a little island called Taboga near the eastern 
shore of the Pacific which realises the poetical fable of 
the garden of the Hesperides. It an earthly para- 
dise; and its inhabitiuits arc as happy, and almost ns 
innocent — at least to external appearance — as tlie first 
pair. But the fruit of the tree of knowledge is now 
ripe for the gatliering ; the old Serpent alrca,dy raises 
his crest ; and in a year or two more this Eden of llic 
moilern world will be turned into a liigbway of trade, 
and its village capital metapaorphosed. into a dii ty, 
drunken, dishonest, unsavouiy sea-port town. Tins is 
its fate, brought on by no corruption among the people, 
and no tliirst of gain ; for, in fact, being liapjf)y na tliey 
are, they would no^ take the trouble to Ixj rich if they 
could help it. But Taboga lies in the path of that 
inundation of commerce winch is al)out to sweep from 
one ocean to the other; its geographical position has 
sealed its destiny ; and as soon as the Panama railway 
is in operation the produce of the eastern and southern 
world will cross in its rising harbours the manufactures 
of the west. It is worth wliile, then, to describe Taboga 
and its denizens as they exist in the present remarkable 
year— to delineato the paradise just before it is lost; 
and we are fortunately favoured with sufficient mate- 
rials for the purpose in a file of the ‘Literary World,* 
an intelligent journal published in New York. 

l^t us say,, however, at the outset, that the revolu- 
tion is not to take place with the suddohness of a 
change in a J[)antomime, for already some note of pre^ 
paration has been sounded ; already some huge blfjek; 
vessels have floated, panting and snorting and smoking 
into the q.ui6t harbour;. and already some wild and, 
greedy eyes liavc stared at the gentle people thrpngli 
tbpir oftng^- groves. Thq^e are the pU^lms of C^- ■ 
fomia, going or returning ; adventurers from the ein^ : 
of the earth In soareb of gold, and with few V 
apphanc^ at first thmi .a pick-axe, a shovel, a 
gin-bbttie, md a bowie-kmfs. 
prospect wMdIi meefs these hn^ui^ ^ I 

into the bay, and glide intib thsi 
Ji^i at tlio opening of a green VSltey 





: j|i$ it church, peei» ,thi:t)UgH 

the iipbcoiwt upon the rocks that 

rise the bay, or ^cluster at 

the tide when at full 
tan^&nnri This beach is the landing- 

place for % the harbour j ahd the heavy 

shipV boati y^ 5n an advancing waVe, plunges 
proudly, high and dry, upon the shore; while the 
native eanoe^ aided only by a careless turn of the 
paddle, leaps like a fish completely out of the water. 

' ^n the evening the native#: are seen in the greatest 
numbets upon the beach, whither they come to lie in 
little groups, and brcatlie the cool breeze through their 
Tabogan cigars ; while tlie women lounge around them, 
cooling their hart! feet upon the moist sands ; and the 
naked children amuse themselves with pursuing the 
reccing wave into the sea, and flying with sportive 
slirieks before its return. These people are of various 
origin— some Spanish, some African, some Indian ; but 
although the normal features remain, the character of 
all is alike — ^genuine Tabogan, The climate of the 
island subdues everything to itself. The warm, moist 
atmosphere rouuds all corners of temper, and the 
repose of the still bay sinks into the most unquiet soul. 
All circumstances conduce to this dream-like quiet. 
No need of work, no competition, no strife, no anxiety 
for tlie feature : not one of thpse causes which in otlier 
countTies wrinkle the brow and imbitter the heart exists 
Tn this enchanted island. Exhaustless nature pmvides 
the daily meal : in a .climate of perpetual summer, to 
build even a bamboo-hut seems a work of supereroga- 
tion; and but for fashion’s sake, where t^rould be the 
need of ^clothing when there is no such thing as cold to 
counteract? Still, the men do build huts that look | 
liko toys, cultivate round them patches of maize and 
yan)8, and scooping out trunks of trws, glide into the 
sea to add fish to their banquet of fruit. Another 
dainty comes uncalled: hot exactly like the fowls that 
in a panadiso situated elsewhere rira about re.ady 
roasted, and with a knife and fork con&odiousiy stuck 
in them, crying * Come, egt me I —but the land-crabs of 
Taboga come dovrn from the hills at a certain season of 
the ycfu*, knd do all but w'alk into tho pot-au-fm. The 
ntimo of these creatures, which form a delicious and 
wholesome viand, is Legion. The whole island seems to 
stir with them. A sound, as if of the pattering of rain- 
drops, fills the atmosphere; and on comes the living 
inundation to meet the tide of the Pacific on the 
sands, where myriads of eggs are deposited, and form 
collectiohs for a new inundation next season. The 
iguana; an immense lizard, provides another treat, 
furnishing both 8^ and luxurious eating, for it is 1 
hunted ih the ^oods with dogs. 

And the people feast and fatten. They have nothing 
to do blit to enjoy the pleasure of doing nothing. 

* What a strange drowsiness possesses thee ! 

It is the quality of the eiimate. . . . . 

This is a strange repose, to be asleep 

With eyes vride open ; standing, speakixig, running, 

■ ',.;;:And,yet sofast. 'asleep. I * ■' 

They are kdoleilt^not lazy ; for when they they 

caii'^ork, eiiiploy great.Blrcng^h* •But’ 
why Tlieir drpivaihi^ 

: the' .sdtt. -to.- ' ;■ 

Sounas;a^jw^:-'iS^ 

flhie ' Mttis- develo]^'' 
..^s ;lafg0, 

;d^ -eji^eUed ' 


■aadwarfeiof red, and . 

owe "their fi'iiery to. the 
carry boat-loads of the fruit 
tltttt ■ rots around them to Panama, wliere they obtain 
ip, exchange the gaudiest prOiaucQ of the looms of Man- 
^eStOr, mid bright^coioU^te^ kerchiefs. But the 
women farOly flaunt tlWir finery abr When they 
have nothing to do, which is ^most all dny, they swing 
in their hMumocke, and. at other times pound the 
mais;© for dinner, or plaU palm - leaf baskets. The 
following js a jrortrtiit them, to which it is 

iinpoSBibld for tho imagination: to add another trait : - 
‘ The beauty of the Dolores, one of the full- 

fornied beauties, ripened; in shade and repose of the 

island. Owin^ng kll day in her hamtoock, anti moving 
only in the early inomihg of cool evening, to take her 
bath in the Taboga stream, and living upon the nutri- 
tious maize and rice, and luscious fruit, she has become 
as white and smooth-skinned, and founded and plump, 
as one of the Circassian women in the Turkish sultan’s 
seraglio. lief features have a dreamy, listless expres- 
sion, though the fulness of lier f>i)anirii and voluptuous 
mouth, and the bright sparkle of her black eyes, save 
them from dulness and want of interest, lier hair 
is a jet black, and flows in tliick profusion over lier 
rounded shoulders, whicli her low drapery exposes in 
all their glistening whiteness and full development. 
Her. hands and feet are small and white, like those of 
most Spanish women, who take heed that no labour or 
exposure shall spoil their beauty, of w'hieh they are so 
proutlr All fall in love wqtU Dolores^ but slie is a sad 
c(Miuette, and the world is warned accordingly.’ 

It is nonsense to Warn the w'prld. The w'orld cannot 
help loving Dolores; and as for her coquetry, it is a 
necessary part of her charms. It is the excitement 
vrluch keeps life alive at Taboga, wdiich preserves tlie 
sweets of the island from palling oh tlie taste, and gives 
its slumber the cluistened energy of a dream. Here 
even the lower animals are sleek and slow. I'lie 
pelicans standing upon the rocks, with full pauncltes, 
look tenderly down into the sea, like an alderman <!on- 
templating a tureen of turtle-soup, of which he cannot 
possibly eat another mouthful till by and by. The fisli 
that furnish their meal are themselves as fat. Tjiere is 
not a venomous insect or reptile in thp whole island ; 
or if any of them have poison, they are too w^ell-fed and 
lazily good- humoured to use it. The only noisy talkers 
within the enchanted precincts are the numy-coloured 
macaw, w'hich drowns the small still voice of tlie dove 
in the woods, and the cricket, whose shrill cry conu's 
upon the car like the distant whistle of a steam-engine. 
Among the flowers wliich iierfume the whole atmo- 
sphere, the mnto espmtu is distinguished for its beauty 
and for the religious sentiment which sanctifies it ; its 
petaU being ill the form of a dove, and receiving 
homage almost amounting to worship from tho simple 
inhabitants as a symbol of the Holy Ghost. It is 
necessai^'’, likewise, to mention in a special manner the 
juvencilla, tho soap of the island, Vhich requires no 
process of manufactilre beyond steeping the leaves of 
the jdant in wati^r^ and so prodnciijg ft sweet, soft, 
cremhy laUier.. This is largely used by tlie women in 
their bath^ and they ascribe to it their smooth skins 
and rich i^dhiidant hesitation in 

making this public j : tor:, the^ of course will 
1>d that tons of jnreiwsttil^r it capital quack name— 
of English pxoducti<m:^^^^^ make their 

tapp^^nco no :^tter. Tho : very 

:motibh of ''thei|J|i?Sie^;R talisman ■of. 

onr women in 
as everybody knows, 

may tell us 

owr Dolores herself is 

bit :>hfl^ indolence, the 

thait: the whole 


piece hag the oC the undu^ g^ Ae 

ig preinattutf^ for Tahoga 1ms : one : htiidniaFk^ 
unmistakable character risiiig Jag^ aiid abrupjt: 
amid its tranquil populatiou. How Oils cornea aboiiV 
in the case of the individual referred to, it would puzield 
philosophy to tell. The other inhabitantsy - up matter 
whence their origin, whether 
north, or south, could oSbr ho ^giatanco to the spirit of 
the place. Down they sank at pheo in thah soft, moist, 
perfunicil atinosplicre whiclV washed away for ever their 
identity. But Donna Jdaha, the dootregg, was an excep- 
tion from the first, and iS iin exception at this moment. 
How she ctimo to the island even the oldest inhabitant 
cannot tell. She was there, she is thorc-^t Aat is all the 
peox)lc know. Tali, gaunt, lean, rawboned, >|riiikled, 
terrible in eye, shrill in voice, wrathM in temper, and 
with a head of fiery hair, Donna Juana laughs to scorn 
the influences of the place. There is in the village 
a Moorish pirate uf tfic Mediterranean, whose wild 
fancies luiVG subsided into dreamy aspirations, vacil- 
lating between Dolores and aii iguana steak; but 
Donna Juana sits uj)on lier bull, the only steed in the 
Xilace, as upright as a lance, and cants n half-angry, 
half - disdainful glance uj)on the world beneath her. 
The bull is led by her husband, one of the gentle natives, 
and both these animals are fat, . both obedient, both 
seared in tlieir looks, Donna Juana — the name means 
gracious, loving !— is a Scotchwoman, and was probably 
known in lu-r own country by the more familiar name 
of Jean. Slie is both dreaded and admired by tlie bull, 
the husband, and the islanders in general, and her skill 
ill physic is considered to be the next tiling to super- 
niitiiral. Not an angle of lier figure has been rounded, 
not an accent of her speech softened. 8he loves dirt as 
enthusiastically as if she had never emerged from her 
native wynd ; and crouching in her low hut, the dirtiest 
in the village, surrounded by dirty bottles and dirty 
papers, filled with dirty drugs, she looks like a 
sorceress. It will be seen that in point of art she is a 
necessity of this pleasant laud of drowsjydiead and 
dreams. 

Taboga may be reckoned the xiort of Panama, which 
has no safe anchorage, and cannot be apxiroachetl 
within three miles by large vessels. In the former 
place there is a iiarge, deep, natural harbour, with 
exe,ellent anchorage, an abundant suiiply of pure water, 
and a natural dry clock. Tliis last is a oovc» Ixrtwcon 
two banks of rock, into which the largest ship may be 
hauled at full tide till her bowsprit invades the orange- 
trocs at the further end. Here she is left high and dry 
by the receding water on a smooth hard beach of sand, 
Avliere rejiairs can be made as readily as if she lay in a 
ship -yard. With such advantages it is needless to say 
t that the fate of Taboga will be settled as soon as the 
railway' between the two oceans comes into play, and 
tiliat the paradise w'e have felt so liapxiy iu describing 
will be a paradise lost. 

A HTTDK T O O T.A T E. 

TiiEttE is a class of persons who •appear to be born or 
brought up under the sad fatality of being always a 
little too late. This seems to bo the rulo of their life, 
for it takes place with surprising regularity, It would 
almost appear thkti the clock by whicii they rotated 
their actions could not bo niqde to keep i^b with the 
common tinie-piece, and they were fated tp ahMe by 
its tardy movement. They ate not fouhd to 'bo bcca- 
sionaliy late, hut are invarlaMy sb hwuy minu^^^ 
the proper hour. Aitef careful exammatiou, we have 
discovered tliat the space of ten mirtutes i$ the common 
degree of diflbrehce between tfins order of the 

rest of mankind. AuiCng thCrn are some of the most 
diligent, laborious, and calculating of pur species, yet 
they 'are ten minutes too late for every occ^^^tion. 

A ^ntlcman of our acquaiiitahce/ whO is suhjept to 


■^ mental affection, if so it muy 

active parsdus bf hbigh 
hood f hut nobody who ktiows him ; 
in time for any engagement at home or abboii^ \Ten 
mihiifes are Always allowed tor his appearmme^ His 
friends ;have often ralUt^ him on the subject^ aUd 
he takes |helr banters with the utmost geod-humouty 
knowinghimself to be in fault, although this conscious- 
. ness does nothing towards curing him of the malady. 
He has sometimes sufl'ered great inconvenience in his 
transactions with strangers, and even sustained p^u- 
niary loss through his tardiness ; but he stHims to have 
no moral power to step over the little chasm by which 
he isftseparated froin the morching-bour of the world. 
He was advised by an acquaintance to rise a little 
earlier than usual one fine summer morning, that bo 
might ove rtake Father Time, and keep beside biin all ' 
the day. With considerable effort he did rise at half- 
past seven instead of twenty minutes to eight, but ho 
was not at his business till ten minutes past nine. .His 
friend did not understand the nature of the disease, 
but thought it originated from sloth : no such thing — 
lie is a most industrious man. We found, however, 
ujK)n very careful investigation, that there is a tincture 
of carelessness about his habits; yet only a tincture. 
In all lie does one small flaw may be detected by a 
minute ^server. He forgets to say something, though 
it is a mere trifle ; ho omits one of his engagements, 
but one of no iniportantie ; he narrates an incident very 
nicely, but leaves out one of the (.‘ircuinstances. He 
dresses in a neat style, but probably goes out without 
a handkerchief (it is in the pocket of his other coat), 
or there is a hole in one of liis gloves which he. has 
neglected to have repaired ; and he somctinies comes 
j homo having done all his business, but without his 
umbrella or walking-stick. 

We liojiccl tiiat the punctuality of railways might 
possibly cure our neighbour, as he frequently had 
occasion to travel on a xiarticular roiul. He used 
seldom to take a place in tlie stage-coach lest he might 
be too late, but trusted to there being a vacant seat 
inside or outside, with which ho was content. But 
when the business w^as important, and he had previously 
secured a iilace in the vehicle, the guard knew his 
liabits, and for tin? expected douceur compromised tlio 
hour of starting by finding some cause for five minutes* 
delay; and if tliis did not suffice, the coaoliinau drove 
warily through the streets till the passenger overtook 
them in a ‘liaiisonVs patent’ at fidl gallop. Hut tlio 
* Fair-trader’ was knocked up by the railway. Many 
were the warnings he now received that the steam- 
trains, like time and tide, wait for no man, and ho 
buckled up his courage for the next occasion. Being 
advised that he should he at liondon Bridge ten 
minutes liefore the time of starting, he made a dcsiierato 
effort to be punctual. He rose before half-past seven, 
but was not ready for breakfast till five minutes past 
eight. He lost the other five minutes in opening Ids 
portmanteau to put in a small article whicii lie had 
forgotten. Still, he was ready to enter the cab at ten 
minutes to nine, and it was not a full mile to the 
station. He congratulated himself mion the ease with 
which the distance would be clearetl, and already began 
to bless the railway for curing him of his inveterate 
lateness. Mr Cab drove lustily, and reached the north 
end of London Bridge at precisely five minutes to nine. 
Two or three minutes were amply sufflciept to land 
him in the booking-office. He had never beCfi so early 
in his for he would have two minutoct to spare* 
But,*alasl sbme coal-wagons^blockcd up the way, and: .; 
caused a stoppage on the bridge; and when the cal)-: 
man Intd extricated his vehicle and dashed furiously; 
into the. station, our friend h^ard tlie guard’s whfetiUf . 
while paylng for his ticket. He was t<fid tp 
as ho galued the platform, lie saw the train t»6vb : bff 
niojosUdtliy before a idiip in fulj Stop, 



' pf:r ■ 

• tation, pulled: the cord of the valve hastily;, itnino^tely: di8(][uiot^ at thia vertical fiight} aided it as much 
the gas ceas^l to envelop us— M'o saved. /. * : w poasihle liy thro^ : 

‘The anxieties I had under^ne irere fbt^tten Again the akrnaing detonations of the earlier 
as soon os I saw the interior of the balloon again ing Ver© heml, causinj;; the saino paiifhl arOtioty | it 
become , transparent. The sun rose liighor, the heat was fbund, however, that they were produced % the 
gradually Increased, the gas dilated, and under this sudden swelling outwards of the sides of the t^Hoon 
natural action the balloon ascendod. The thermometer against t^e net after having bwri pressed inwards by 
marked seven degrpos above zerot, and then fell to the flaws of wind. At this time— forty minutes past nine 
same temperature as at our departuro finm Soisgons —the greatest elevation was reached— 6340 metres 
two and a half hours before. At length, at thirty-seven (20*800)— and tlio thermometer stood at three degrees 
minutesafter five the balloPn ceased to mount, remained below zero. 

stationary a few moments, and began to descend of * M. Godard told me,' resumes the narrator, ‘ that in 
itself. Wo traversed a cloud; it was an odd sensation, none of his ascents Had ho ever experienced anything 
known by those who have climbc<i high mountains, simikir to tliat which we tlicn felt r ho and Ins brother 
" Wo were wet to the skin, lUthougli there was jio rain.* were seized with a painfbl sickness. Under the weight 
The balloon descended in a Avh^t-field at a quarter of tliis oppression we became, as it were, deaf, and this 
past six, near to the village of Cliron, and about two condition was rendered more sensible by the absolute 
leagues from M^zidres, and oighty-Bix miles from silence which surrounded us. I was aware of my 
Soissons. M. Godard, desirous of gratilying the own deafness, as 1 could no longer hoar my voice or 
inhabitants of Mozidres with a sight of the balloon, that of xny compimions, wiulo a loud buzzing in the 
engaged a party of labourers to tow it to the tow*n — a ears inconvenienced me greatly. Wo wished again to 
task of much difficulty, as the road, bordered by trees, consult the compass; but, as on the former occasion, it 
was scarcely wide enough to admit the passage of the was inactive. We saw the plains of Il<jlgiuru traced 
huge machine. It had been determined to empty the w’ith lines of railway and highway that socmicd con- 
balloon and return to Taris, but on inquiry it was found fusedly interlaced. Over this point wo remained 
that tbcMiearest railway station was at Epernay, thirty stationary for half an liour ; my pulse beat ninety- 
leagues off'; and the jxrospect of so tedious a journey eight ttf the minute; our throats were dry, breatliing 
led M. Godard to propose continuing the balloon difficult, and an excessive drowsiness weighed us 
voyage into Belgium, where they might more readily down, and we -were obligCMl frequently to stand up to 
find prompt means of return to Paris. avoid giving way to it. M. Godard, junior, 'wrapped 

No sooner said than done. Here M. Matzne^ himself up, and lying down at the bottom of the car, 
continues: ‘Although the weather was beautif'ul, the slept as tranquilly ns if he had been in Jus bed. llio 
intensity of the wind would necessarily increase with elder wished to do the same, and to leave me in charge 
the elevation of the sun above the horizon, and M. of the- balloon, with instructions to wake him only 
Godard appreliended that wc should have considerable when it should begin to descend. I encrgetieidJy 
difUculty in efTccting our third descent; but w'O Were opposed this proof of confidence, feding myscif incai)- 
still under the empire of enthusiasm. Wc started, able of undertaking such a responsibility, and replacing 
after receiving a memorandum from the mayor of even for a moment two men, one of whom was thou 
Cliron, certifying our visit to hir commune and the hour performing his thirty-fourth, the other his eighty-fifth 
of our departure : it was then ten minutes past eight, aerial voyage. Wo thenifore mutually resolved to keep 
We rose very rapidly; the thermometer shewed seven- each other awake. 

teen degrees above zero. We again saw the Alps, less ‘ Towards ten o’clock the balloon began to descend 
brilliant than at the rising of the sim. All at once a rapidly, and then stopped at a heiglit of 1000 metres— 
curtain of clouds hid the earth, and wc travelled at a about tlje level of the clouds.* By an escape of gas a 
venture, not knowing whither the wind was carrying ns. farther descent w^as efieefied, and preparations were made 
In fact, in spite of tlie aesurances we had received from for the final stage. ‘ For the first time we lost otir pre- 
M. le Maire, whose atmospheric appreciations were sence of mind ; wc forgot the benches fitted to our car : 
somewhat defective, W'e were sailing direct for Prussia, relieved of their weight the balloon would have carried 
While we looked down from our wing^Hl observatory on ns farther, and to a favourable ground. We were 
the clouds moving with tlio same rapidity as ourselves, forced, in spite of ourselves, Jio yield to the falling 
we had a very curious ellect of mirage. Between the movement, which we checked as ranch as possible. M. 
azure and the clouds wc saw a balloon which followed Godard the younger began to slack away the graiqiUng- 
us: it had the same form and proportions as our iron; but instead of uncoiling gradually, it escaped, 
own, of which it was Mie vivid and airy reflection. A and fell suddenly to the extent of forty metres, giving 
blast of wind, dispersing the clouds, made the vision us a terrible shock. The other cord of 150 metres, 
-disappear, and bore us across the Belgian frontier. w*hich suffices generally, by its friction ngsiirist Iho 
‘ Our charmed sight embraced at the same time the asperities of tlic soil, to diminish the horizontal motion 
three adjoining countries — ^]?russia, iVance, andBelgium. and neutralise the effect of the wintl, was almost useless, v 
Wc gazed with avidity on a panorama without a for the peasants who came running after us, undcr- 
fVame, and our looks lingered on the picturesque spots standing neither French nor German, were afraid to 
which pre.scnted themselves ns we passed. Along the seize the cord and drag us downwards, ^metimes we 
rivers, upon the heights we rcmiirked numerous towns, neared the earth, at others we rose again, the danger 
varying with their gray .tints the oontinuous green of augmenting at eacli shock, which became more and 
the la.ird$caj^. I^ng iines, straight or broken^ reiircsent more violent. My instruments fell out one after 
the roads and rivers, so multiplied in this rich and another : wc approiiched a narrow gorge, and I foresaw 
cultivated country. We could follow distinctly the the tearing of the balloon, and its downfall with 
course of the Meuse, and distinguish the city and ourselves on the points of tlie rocks IxjQcatli us. 
bridge of Namur, but soon the perspective gre'w con- “M.deMatzneff, descend if yoii will,” said M. Godard 
fused, presenting oidy vague lines and fornis w^ with a twmbled voice— we '^ere at a height, of about : 
precision. Tlie Alps with toothed summits reappeared thirty metres— “make yourself fast in the same way. 
at our right; and at the same moment we saw the as I, and let us slide down the cord, if you can co^ti; 
Vosges, which seemed to continue the icy mouutain- upon your strength.** . ^ 

chain. Still we rose. Tlie progressive expansion of ‘The labourers at last had laid hold of the rtpb; 
the gas produced by the diminution of atmospheric compreliending that we wished m stop the 
pressure and by its dilatation under the mtensity of executed step by sto the instnicriona of end 
the sqI^ rays, impeUod us upwards. iTar from bring calling to mind air my hprioni of Sue* ; 





O^od in reaching the earth witlioilti ittccSden^^^ The 
rusticA questioned us all at once in l^ir Flemish idi^m, 
and we tried to make them awar^i of the urgency of 
^ tlio service we re^uir^; ^of them. car in which 

M. Godard, juidor; was to be brought 

down; relicyed of again ffe^y ^i‘ 

a spring of the was 

such that it UfM us f^enn the earth. The burgomaster 
of the , commune of ITosse and his deputy, who arrived 
at this moment^ .seized the cords of adiich thewasants 
had let go vbnt alt our united efforts were insumcient to 
retain the bkliOom which plunged onwa^ 
dragging us after it, notwithstanding that the valve 
was open. To complete Our misfortune, the bpttom 
of the car partly gave way ; the position of the young 
man became terrible ; we saw him clinging to the cords, 
rudely tossed about, and with scarcely any support 
his feet. A violent blast tore the balloon suddenly 
from our grasp, it followed the curve of the narrow 
pass in winch we were enttmglecl, and disappeared. 
M. Godard uttered a cry of despair : “My brother is 
lostl” he exclaimed, and ran blindly in pursuit. .1 
ondoavoiired to follow, but lost his track in the middle 
of the ravine. Not knowing what direction to take, I 
stoppwl breathless nt the door of a cabin, waiting with 
painful anxiety the result of this catastrophe. IfVag- 
ments of OUT broken apparatus were brought to me 
every minute, but no news of my unlucky t;ompanions. 
At length, after an hour’s tlelay, I learned from a 
pcdler passing by that the aeronauts bsd gained posses- 
sipn of the balloon at about two miles* distance, and 
were engaged in emptying it. I ran in the direction 
indicated, and coming up soon with my friends, w e 
exchanged congratulations on the tennination of tlie 
adventure.* 

The total distance travelled in six hours and a half 
of aerostation was 150 leagues, or 540 miles. From 
Basse Botieux, where the balloon descended, the party 
made their way to Spa, whence they found means to 
return to Baris. M. Matzneff adds to his narrative a 
table of his observations on the temperature of the diffe- 
rentia strata of the atmosphere through which he passed 
in Ins several ascents. These Were previously submitted 
to the scrutiny of M. Babinct, an cmiimnt hiember of the 
Academy of Sciences, and compared with the readings 
of the instruments taken at the same time in the 
observatory at Paris. ‘I advise you,* writes M. Babinct 
to the author, * to publish all your observations, regard- 
less of their concordance with received ideas. The 
circumstance of a voy^o of repeated ascents with the 
same balloon, and without renewal of the gas, gives 
them a praCticad interest hitherto wanting.* 

boUing Wfttor iipoh oatmeal, with a little salt, then gently . 
stix^hg with a spoony *iid qualifying with butter or milk, 
as either snay be ob^ned. The fuel used for boiling the 
water is either peats oir dif‘ns---the withered stems of heath 
---and tho pot is suspended over the fire by a chain, from 
an iron Ipiko fixed in the wiril. Cheese and bread are also 
pa^ken of, bu during their long and fatiguing 

rambles round the mountaln-Hp^ns. — Gardiner^ s Flora 
of Forfdrsh^t. 

TO IN HIS CAGE. 

away, dy, sing away, 

«]^onnie little bird! 

Sing, with patient soul and gay, 
e^Though a woodland roundelay 

You have never heard ; 

Though your life from youth to ago 

Passes in a narrow cage. 

Near the window wild birds fly. 

Trees and flowers are round : 

Fair things everywhere you spy 

Through the glass -pane’s mystery — 
Your^borizoii's bound : 

Nothing hinders your desire 

But a little gilded wire. 

Like a human soul you seem, 

Ehut in golden bars ; 

Placed amid earth’s sunshine* stream, 

Ringing to the morning -beam, 

Breaming ’ncath the stars; 

Seeing all Iife*B pleasures clear — 

But they never can come near! 

Never 1— Sing, bird -poet mine. 

As most poets do- * 

Gaessing with an instinct fine 

Of some happiness divine 
« lYhich they never knew ; 

Lonely in a prison bright, 

Hymning for the u'orld’s delight. j 

Yet, my birdie, you ’re content 

In your tiny cage ; 

Not a carol thence is sent 

But for happiness is meant — 

Wisdom sweet and sage ! * 

Teaching, the true poet’s part 

Is to sing with merry heart. 

So, lie down thou peevish pen ! . 

Eyes, smile off all tears ; 

And, my wt-e bird, sing again ; 

1 ’ll translate your song to men 
! In these coming years : 

^ Jlow^oe'cr thy lot's a89igned. 

Hear it with it cheerful mind* 

A BCOTXISH SniELlKG. 

A shieling, or shiel, is a sruall rude hut or cottage, con- 
' structed for the accQmniodat|pa of shopherds during the 
Bummot; months they reside teoug the luoun tains. It is 
built of turf or rough 'stones, and generally thatched with 
broom or straw. It has a door, and a fniall square open- 
ing closed by a board in place of a window. The Interior 
displays the most brilliant ebony hue, and is painted by 
• the hand of no common artist. A chimney and fire- 
place are luxuries unthought of ; the fire is lighted on the 
fioor^ and an opening in the roof^ at one end of the dwell* 
ing, lisi deeuied quite safiicient for the egress of the snioka.^ 
If all is quiqt without, it generally rniql Us way ; but , 
othenvlRO,^!^ Whuid be perhaps better to subniit to tlie : 
cohsoqueheSs of a ; heavy shower outside, than ruh ihe' 
risk of having the eyes Irritated^ and the hrpathing • 
embarrassed, by In su^h a ^li^; 
luxury in for, the principal 

' ^ sinaU: woodeh ^ fonni 
k. a sunk, a little 

oue or 'more 

; . ^hre^Ped ’-oajWt ' kh4"«krow-ho ■ ' The' foCd ' 

used/'byxthkVkhcpherde:;^^^^ in Scotlattd!,iii-; 

';-^Hfek..by tbQ'':hamk^^^'.'^r»sei eh;lkh^’ii''hiad« by pp-ttritag;; 

HINT ABOUT INKSTANDS. 

A safe inkstand, and convenient establishmont for 
writing in each room, in which it is constantly or frequently 
requir^, will be more efi^tual for preventing ink-stains 
than any receipt will be. for getting them out. It is not 
the natural^ quiet use of inkf but its unnatural locomo- 
tion which is geherilrily fatal to floors, dresses, funiiture, 
and carpets. Writing belongs to the stationary depart- 
ment, and no one run about with its appurtenances 

without constant risk ..and occasional damage. These 
appurtenances are likewise so cheap and commodious 
%6W-a-day«|,^ a^^ their tiiie ^so Irequent, since the penny- 
/postage, that persons who prOflt by this great convenience 
should hot begrudge some attention to its requisitions.^ 
Ifome Truths, 
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I SHOW-rLACES/ 

In onr * working •• day world * an important discovery 
lias been made of late years — forced on ]perh9,p8 by the 
very severity of our industrial application: it fs, that 
the occasional holiday, spent in a ratlshai manner, is 
an indispensable requisite for the preservation of a 
healthy tone of botli body and mind. We have accord- 
ingly seen the increased facilities for locomotion for 
whicdi our age is remarkable, taken advantage of to 
a groat extent, for the means of making little day-' 
excursions to such places as may be witliin reach, 
attractive from their natural beauty or any other 
cause. Tlio show - place has thus risen greatly in 
importance in these times. 

Now, show-places arc of various kinds. .Sometimes 
tlicy arc merely fine houses with pretty iiarks — some- 
times n beautiful piec-c of lake-scenery — sometimes a 
quiet old hall or castle, i>f liUtoric notability, but still 
occupied by a gcntlemaU'S family. In these cases, the 
liberty to wander about and see what is to be seen is 
all that can be desired ; and where this has to lie 
sought from a proprietor, and is readily granted, the, 
pubiic has only to conduct itself inoftensiv;dy and 
express its gratitude, and it leaves us no more to say. 
There arc, however, some show -places of a more 
important character, as a rtiyal pahu’e like Wiudsor or 
Hampton Court, full of beautiful works of art, that are 
worthy of careful study, or Of portraits tliat illustrate 
the pages of history — or a middle-age baronial castle, 
like Warwick or Jiaby, which in an hour will give us a 
fiir more vivid idea of how the men of those days lived, 
than >ve can get from any books whatever — or a 
mtiseum full of objects of natural history, or of the 
implements, arms, and hijouteria of ancient times. |n 
such cases the public requires to be guidetl . from 
object to object, and instructed in tlie character and 
history of each, and in the bearing of the whole, in 
order that it may have any true enjoyment of what it 
sees, or come away benefited by the sight* It may be 
in many instanc,es sadly ill-prepaf^ for the informa- 
tion it receives ; but this is nothirig t 0 the purpose 
We are bound to presume that a yast proportion of our 
i holiday excuf siohists are reading and refioctit^ people, 
who can ' appreciate the ph}e<Jt® ; ^ 
understaaid what they hoar related. It will af tho-TOj^ 
least be admitted that any exposition which is aflTcaded 
to the public respecldiig the phices in question ought 
to far as it gdes, and not calculated to 

confuse'. '(j^;nilslead. ' ■ ' ■'■.iv:'- > ^ 

But what is the fact? We fe^ ir^ stands Jimjly 
thus : that the sliow-places of the; -h^hos# iajjfopfest, 
■■■and .eyen^:|hQ(^ whidi 'may^bo/fdi^ie^ of -uhtiohid; 


importance, are, with scarcely an oxceptiom under the 
care of mere domestics. If we go to Windsor, we arc 
received by some of the Queen’s servants — very civil 
persons, it must be snlmitted, but yet not at all the 
guides we would desire through the ancient halls of 
the Edwards, the Henries, and the Charleses. There 
is cnoiigh upori the walls to excite a deep interest in 
any man even acquainted to the most moderate extent 
with the Jiistory of England. How disappointing to 
liave ii expounded by one who, although certainly a 
servant of a high class, and perhaps w'cll selected for 
the purpose, considering the class to which she belongs, 
still is by tulucation a servant, and nothing more! If 
we go to see the apartment.s of Queen Mary at Holy- 
rootl — a curiosity quite unique, and invested with 
historic assotJiations of the deepest interest — we are 
taken in charge by a lady-likc person of the character 
of a ho\isekeei)cr, who, having received no right instruc- 
tion as to the facts connected with the ifiqce, tells us a 
numljcr of tales which arc only fit for the nursery, 
and a mockery of the intelligence of the age. So far 
.from being a guidance or a help, this pld lady only 
mars our enjoyment of those mouldering halls. With 
such knowledge as we may have got from Robertson 
or Tytler, vro could easily malcc out the whole story 
for ourselves, even to the bloody spot where Riccio lay 
pierced with his fifty-six wounds for the whole of a 
March niglit— it would be a high treat merely to walk 
quietly tlirougli the rooms, and think over the sad 
history which they saw enacted. But no ; we have 
to sec a set of fictitious iK>rtrait 3 , and examine the first 
fire-grate ever used in Scotland, and liear a Crbhiwcllian 
trooper’s breast -plate and jack -boots described as 
accoutrenients of King Henry Darnley, to the complete 
discomfiture of all our medit^ttions. A person of superior 
education Vould know that all these things were only 
graudam’s tales, and spare us. Visitors are afterwards 
taken to other ;imrts of the palace by females far less 
endurable than our good old friend above described. 
In short, the oxliibition of this curious place, so full 
of romantic associations, is on a footing which we 
cannot help thinking discreditable to the conductors of 
public alfairs. ^|fhewn by a really intelligent person, 

I the tliousmids Of persons who see it every week in 
' summer would go away not merely gratified, but 
instructed; whereas, under present arrangements, they 
must all o&them retire dissa^sfied, if not disgusted, 
and with their ideas of history, such as they are, 
verted. Jt is, unfortunately, but a specimen of the 
show-placee of the country generally, ^ , 

While perforniing their funcUoh ik) unsatisfaei^^ 
these exhibiters and exhibitressiBS oSten J 

the bounty of strangers 






' A few years ago the housekeep^ at a il^ertaiu 
mjm’s seat in the west of Bnglahiiii tmarkable for the 
numberless articles of Uvf^ coiitalned in it, was under^ 
stood to receive >0 maeh as would amply remunerate 
a couple of digiqild^i u tureo: or four 

curates. Xlm 

about the iiakluie to e<lual the average Jucome of A 

pFofbseor itie IMinbiirg^ uuivcrsity, or of the editor 
of a first-olasi provincial newspaper. Such facts need 
nocoxnm^t; ^ 

The largeness of these incomes, however, proves 
that there is no want of a disposition on the part of the 
public to remunerate the attendants at show -places 
liberally. Tliis is a fact worth keeping in view.f’ 

On the continent there is a very dififerent class of 
cicerord established in the principal places resorted to 
by strangers. One often hnds ^erc a well-educated 
and genileman-like man, fully competent to describe 
in a clear and intelligent manner everything ho has to 
shew. Such is the custode of the ChSlteau Bosenberg 
at Oopenliagco, where the antiquities of the royal 
family are kept ; such is he of the historical museum 
of Dresden ; sucli he of the celebrated Green Vaults of 
the same city. Wliat these gentlemen tell is exactly 
what would bo found in a respectable historical cata- 
logue. ‘ Yo\i feel from the precision Jis to iiersons and 
dates that it may be depended upon every #ord of it. 
It is also told in a well-bred manner, and witli the 
unction Of an amateur, so as greatly to enhance your 
interest in the objects. The grtiat museums of Germany 
and Italy 'are all under tljo care of such enlightened 
persons ; and these men perform their duties in per- 
son as ikr as possible. At a second-rate town in 
Northei^ Italy— that of Brescia — tho stranger going 
to see the museuiu 'established there amidst the ruins 
of a ine B^au temphi, which was discovered a 
few yi^s ahic^ 03^^ a most delightful surprise 

when he flride that the venerable but unpretending old 
man who conducts him tlirough the curiosities is 
actually tlie respected antiquarian scholar who was the 
means of discovering and disinterring the temple. It 
is quite a novelty to an Englisliman to find so much 
intelligence both in these stationary ciceroa^ as they 
may be called, and in many of tho^ who undertake to 
conduct him from place to place in the large cities. 
Though it is almost invidious to indicate particular 
persons where so many are meritorious, we cannot help 
stating that Mr Schmidt, who lately conducted us 
through Berlin and Potsdam, and a certain youth 
named Alessandro, who acted as our valet-de-phcc in 
Yonice, displayed a higher and moi^ accurate intel- 
. ligence fban is. found even amongst literary men 
conversant with such subjects in this country. Wo 
mention these thlnj^s as shewing that there is a high 
staudjurd amongst men of this class on the continent. 

It ip^nrs to us, as a tiling desirable iq our day, 
Whep .i^liotting show-j^aces has become a luxury, 

hay h riecessaxy to so many, that we should endeavour 
to put them upon a footing somewhat on a par with 
that Which tlkey present on the continent. Con- 
■ sidering the liberality of the public at show-places, We 
do not see that there can be any obstade of the kind 
Which hinders ^ many good Works — namely, in respect 

funds. Why should hot a place of tho consequence 
Sr tioijKhipd Palace lie put under theiiji^todierw 

Un would deMbe its Wiaipus« 

skideA and bloodstained chambers 

corl^t refsrWiui^ to f^ts, and with the feeling Uf a; 
gentleBiaii? BUc^ a fwtion he unworkiy 

of evWi UtexUiy oTaame degppce of repute. * Wuw 

the ui^ plau Mlpwedr a certain xesp^- 

table groUp^Jq^^^ exceeding a 

nulnber (il is 6s. fid. at the Chit^U 
BoeenSferg fef any smi^er dumber of ^ 

sons), ihedeHcaoy exhi^^ 

have^failed by their pens to work out an independence 
th^r^^ agelfttch an o69ce might be a succour 
iUtuifii to be rejoi^ in. We can imagine it a capital 
reSbaro^ in particular, for the whole of that large and 
respectable class of literary inen who devote theltolveS 
to the lUv^tlgation of lo<^ antiquities. Give one of 
this cl^S ampe^^ from the perform- , 

anOe of a public duty occupying him for three or four 
hours each forenoon, and he may be enabled to use the 
rest of his Workiug^day in antiquarian investigation or 
in the treatment of Ifistorical subjects with his pen. 
Ib^eved*^ cares of life, ho would 

pursue his proper tasks with a spirit and freedom 
unknown' to him who has to study how in the first 
place t? tn^e his pen profitable for the c»btaining of 
bread. Bor show-ifiaces containing works of art, it 
might bo most suitable to employ artists; and for 
many artists it would bo equally suitable to have such 
situations. As to the dignity of the office, we would 
say, shew us respeotable men filling it, and it can no 
longer be held as mean. Our ideas of ciceroneship 
(jau no longer bo what they have been. It is a duty 
of more consequence than it used to bo to the public. 
There is a need and a craving for its being perfbrraed 
in a superior manner. Let it be thus pcrformc^d, and 
the public will respect those who so much gratify 
it, whether they have any fkrtlier claims to respect 
or not. 

We would jiress these remarks on the attention of 
the authorities who J*ule suc.h matters. Our sugges- 
tion tvill not, we hope, be the less acceptable that it 
involves a possible benefit to the literary class. It is 
part of the plan of the Literary Guild that the veteians 
receiving its patronage should do something in tho way 
of lecturing in requital. Might they not be adapted 
to a more useful purpose if employed as a Bund of 
Gentlemen Ciccrom in the places rendered attractive 
by lustorical and poetical association and by objects 
of taste? In the one case, we should have tlieni inter- 
fering with tlie labours of the existing class of lecturers, 
and perhaps tlirustihg these persons out of a means 
of subsistence, in the other, we should liave them 
displacing a sot of domestics from situations for winch 
they are obviously unfit, and who have more suitable 
functions to fall back upon. 

BECOLLECTIONS OF A PQLICE-OFFICEK. 

FLINT JACKSON. * 

Fabnuam hops are world-fiimous, or at least famous in 
that Hugo iiortion of the world where English alo is 
drunk, and whereon, 1 have a thousand times hcunl and 
read, the sun never sots, Tlie namt;, therefore, of the 
pleasant Surrey village, in and about which the event-s 

I am about to relate occurred, is, I may fairly presume, 
known to many of my readers. I was ordered to 
Famliam, to investigate a case of burglary, committed 
in the house of a gehtlemau of the name of Hurstey, 
during the tompotary absence of tho family, which had 
completely nonplussed the unpractised Dogberrys of 
the place, albeit, it was not a riddlS at all difficult to 
read. The prpmiites, it was quickly plain to inc, had 
been broken, not into^ but out of ; and a Syatch being 
set upon tho motions of tlie yOry specious and clover 
person left in cliar^ of the house and property, it was 
speedily disoevered :tliat the ^bbeiy been efibetod 

horsed anda oohfed^to^^^d^^^ name of Dawkins, 

her brother-in-law. Borne of the stolen goods w^ ibimd 
secreted at his lodgings; but the most valuable portion, 
consisting of pl^di and a small quantity of jewellery, had 
disappeared f it had questionless been converted into 
money, aS constde^hle suini^ in sovereigna, were Kbuud 
upon both DaW^s and the woman, Sarah Furday. 
How, as it 1^ be0 clearly ascertained that neither of 
the the burglary, it 

VM hmidfest ^ a ^ at hand who 
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had purclias^d tho nxlasiiig articles. and 

rurday were, however, dumb as stoh^ uiwnfKe iUbjectf^ 
and nothing occurred to point Buapjeioti till early in 
the evening previous to the second ctti^ihatiou of the 
prisoners l^fore the nmgistrates, when Sarah Purday 
asked for pen, ink, and paper fbr the purpose of writing 
to one ^ Jackson, in whose service slie had formerly 
lived. I happened to be at the prison, and of course 
took the liberty of carofhlly unsealing he^ note and 
roCihg it. It revealed nothing ; ahd save by its ex- 
tremely cautious wording, and abimpt peremptory tone, 
coming from a servant to her former master, Suggested 
nothing. I hati cftrefully reckoned the pumber of 
sheets of paper sent into the cell, and now on recounting 
them fbuiid that three were missing. Tho ^rnkey 
returned immediately, and^aeked for tho two other 
letters she had written. The woman denied having 
written aiiy other, and for proof pointed to the torn 
fragments of the missing slieets lying on the floor. 
These were gathered up and brought to me, but I could 
make nbthing out of them, every word having been 
carefully run through with the pen, and converted into 
an unintelligible blot. The request dbntalnod in the 
actually-written letter Was one simple enough in itself, 
merSy, ‘that Mr Jtickson would not on any account 
fail to provide her, in consideration of past services, 
with legal assistance on the morrow.* Tho first nine 
w'ords wore ^Jpongly unflerlined; and I made out after 
a good deal of trouhle tliat tho word * pretence * had 
been partially effaced, and ‘account’ substituted for it. 

‘ She need not have wasted three sheets of paper upon 
such a nonsensical request as that,’ observed the turnkey . 

‘ Old Jackson wouldn’t shell out sixpence to save her 
or anybody else from the gallows.’ 

* I am of a difFerent opinion ; but tell me, what sort 
of a person is this former master of hers ? * 

‘ All I know about him is that he’s a cross-graiued, 
old curmudgeon, living about a mile out of Farnham,. 
who scrapes uioney together by lending small sums 
ujion notes-of-iiand at short dates, .and at a thundering 
interest. Flint Jackson folk about here call him.’ 

‘ At all events, forward the letter at once, and to-mor- 
row w(i shall sec — what we sliall see, Go^-Cvening.’ 

It turned out as I anticipated. . A few minutes filter 
the prisoners were brought into the justice-room, a 
Guilford solicitor of njuch local celebrity arrived, and 
auuouhccd that he apiK*ared for both the inculpated 
parties. He was allowed a private conferv^iicc with 
them, at tlie (dose of wdiicli he stated that his clients 
would reserve their defence. They were at once com- 
niittod for trial, and I overheard the solicitor assure the 
woman that th<j ablest counsel on the circuit w’ould 
be retained in their behalf. 

I had no longer a doubt that it was my duty to know 1 
something further of this suddenly - generous Flint 
Jackson, though how to set about it was a matter of 
considerable difficulty. There was no legal pretence 
for a search-warrant, and I doubted the prudence of 
proceeding upon my own responsibility with so astute 
au old fox as Jackson was represented to be ; for, 
supposing him to be a confederate with tho burglars, 
ho had by this time in all probaHUty sent' the stolen 
property away — to I<bnaion in ^ likelihood ; and 
should I find nothingj the consequences qf ransacking 
his house merely because he hod a foniier 

servant with legal assistance would be serious. Under 
these (^snumstiinceB I wrote to hea4<luarterB for in- 
struetibns, and by re]turn of post received orders to 
prosecute the inquiry thoroughly, but cautiouslyj and 
to consider time as nothing so long as there appeared 
a chance of fixing Jackson with the guilt of receiving 
the plunder. Another snspich^ circumstance that I 
have omitted to notice in its place was that tlie Guil- 
ford solicitor tendered bail pyr the prison^ to any 
reasonable amount, and named ^noOh JabCson/as one 
of the e^uritios. Bail was, howev^j refu8e(l. . 

The^ was no need for over-hunyiiig the business as 
the jpriiibuers were committed to the Siinrey Spring 
Assizes, apd it was now the season of the hoivharvest 

a delightfhl and hilarious period about Farnham 
when thg weather is fine and the yield abundant; I, 
however, lost ho time in making diligent and minute 
inquiry as# to tlie character aind liabits of Jahkson, 
and the result was a ftill conviction that nothing but the 
fear of being denounced as an ticcomplice could have 
induced such a miserly, iron-hearted rogtie to put him- 
self to charges in defence of the imprisoned burglars. 

One afternoon, whilst ;>ondering the matter, and at 
the same time enjoying the prettiest andl cheertulcst 
of Tuiul sights, that of hop-picking, the apothecary at 
whoso house I was lodging — we will call him Mr 
Morgan ; he ttfos a Welshman — tapped me suddenly on 
tho shoulder, and looking sharply round, I perceived lie 
had something he deemed of importance tdcommunicate. 

‘ Wliat is it ?* I said quickly. 

‘The oddest thing in the world. There’s Flint 
Jackson, his deaf old woman, and the young people 
lodging with him, all drinking and boozing away at 
yon alcdioiise.’ 

* Shew them to me, if you please.’ 

A few minutes brought lis to the place of boisterous 
entertainment, ' the lower room of which was suffo- 
catingly fiill of tipplers and tobacco- smoke. We never- 
tbclciss (contrived to edge ourselves in ; and niy 
companion stealthily pointed out the group, who wore 
st^ated together near the fiirther window, and then left 
me to myself. 

The appeanince of Jackson entirely answered to the 
popular prefix of Flint attaidied to his name. He was 
a wiry, gnarled, heavy -browed, iron -jawed fellow of 
about sixty, with deep -set eyes aglow with sinister 
and greedy instincts. His wife, older than he, and s^ 
deaf apparently as the door of a dungeon, wore a sim- 
pering, imbecile look of wonderment, it seemed to me, 
at the presence of such unusual and abundant checfr. 
The young iieople, who lodged with Jackson, were 
really a very frank, honest, good-looking couple, thougii 
not then appearing to advantage — the countenance of 
Heniy Rogers being flushed an(l inflamcil with drink, 
and that of liis wife’s clouded with frowns, at the 
situation in which she found lierself, and the riotous 
conduct of her husband. Tlunr brief history was this:— - 
They had both hwn servants in a family living not 
far distant from Farnham — Sir Thomas Lethbridge’s, 

I understood — when about throe or four months previous 
to the present time Flint Jtuikson, who had once been 
in an attorney’s office, discovered tliat Henry Rogers, 
in consequence of the death of a distaiit relative 
in London, was entitled to property worth something 
like L.loOO. There were, however, some law-difficul- 
ties in the way, which Jackson offered, if tho business 
was jfiaced in his hands, to overcome for a considera- 
tion, and in the meiintimo to supply board and lodging 
and such nec^essary sums of money as Henry Ro^rs 
might require. Witli this brilliant prospect in view 
service became at once utterly distasteful. The fortunate 
legatee had for somcj time courted Mary Elkins, one of 
tlie ladies’ maids, a pretty, briglit-eyed brunette ; imd 
they were both united in the bonds of holy matrimony 
on tho very day the ‘ warnings ’ they had given expii^. 
Since then they had lived at Jackson’s house in daily 
expectation of their ‘fortune,* with which they proposed 
to start in tbe public line. 

Finding myself unrecognised, I called boldly for a 
pot and a^iipe, and after some manobuvring contrived 
to Boift myself wiihin ear-shot of Jackson *ina his party* 
They presented a strange study. Henry Rogers 
boisterously excited, and not only drinking freely Imn- 
seif, but treating a (lozeu fellows round him, the cost of 
which he from time to time called Upon ‘ Old : yijnt*' as 
he courteously styled his ancient friend^ to discdihtge. 

‘ Come, fork out, Old Flint 1’ hq 
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again. Mt *U be i41 yo« %d«ri in a day <ff two, 
and a few Siell Oat, bid fellow I ^ What 


signifies, so you're 

Jackson compUed ^iwi- a» wqiiicscont 

gaiety ludicrous Ip ib^old. It was evident tjiat each 
succesaiye like wrenching a tooth 

put of his hea^ ^ the disroaleat of smiles 

Wiii4clc4 his wotfis inouth, he kept exclaiiniag: ‘A 
fine lad-^a ^ ® princc-rr-gonerous 

as a prince ! Good Lord, another round ! He minds 
money ho more than as if gold was as plentiful as 
gravel ! But a fine gcneroiis lad for aU tiiat I ' 

. Jackison, I perceived, drank considerably, as if incited 
thereto by compressed savageness. The pretty young 
wifis Would not taste a drop, but tears frequently filled 
her eyes, and bitterness pointed her words as she vainly 
implored her husband to leave tho place and go home 
with her. To all her remonstrances the nuiudlln 
drunkard replied only by foolery, varied occasionally by 
an attempt at a line or two of the song of * The Thorn.* 
‘But you wn7/ plant thorns, Henry,- rejoined the 
provoke J wife in a louder and angrier tone than she 
ought perhaps to have usofl^* not only in my bosom, but 
your own, if you go on in this sottish, disgraceful way.’ 

‘ Always quarrelling, always quarrelling ! * remarkc?d 
Jackson, pointedly, towards the bystanders — * ahoays 
quarrelling!' * 

‘Who is always quari'clUng ? * demanded the young 
wife sharply. ‘ J)o you mean me aiid Henry ?* 

‘I was only saying, my dear, that you don’t like 
yoiir husband to be so generous and free-hearted — 
that's all,' replied Jackson, %vith a confidential wink at 
the persons near him. 

^Free-hearted and generous! Fool -hearted and 
craay, you mean !’ rejoined the wife, who was much 
Ifexcited. ‘ And you Ought to Ikj ashamed of yourself to 
give him money for such brutish purijoses.' 

* Always quarrelling, always quarrelling ! ’ iterated 
Jackson, but this time unheard by Mrs Kogers — 

‘ always, perpetually quarrelling ! * 

I could not quite comprehend all this. If so large 
a sum as L.1500 was really Coming to the young man, 
w'hy should Jackson wince as ho did at disbursing 
I small amounts which he could rjgpay himself witli 
abundant interest? If otherwise — and it was probable 
he should not be repaid — what meant his eternal, 
‘fine generous lad!' ‘spirited young man!’ and 
so on ? Whiit, above all, meant that look of diabolical 
hate which sliot out from liis cavernous eyes towartls 
Henry Hogers when he thought himself unobserved, 
just after satisfying a fresh claim on his purse V Much 
practice in reading the fiices and deportment of such 
men made it pretty clear to mo that Jackson’s course 
of action respecting the young man and his money 
was pot yet decided upon in liis own mind ; that he was 
still and irresolute ; and hence the apparent 

epfitrii^etioh in Ida wo^ 

Hcmiy Bogare at to dT(>pped asleep with his head 
u^n one of tfao settle - tables ; Jackson sank into 
sullen silence ; the fioto room grew quiet ; and 1 came 
■ atoy*' ■ 

1 was impressed with a belief tliat Jackson entorr i 
toined some sinister fi^rign against 14s youthful and I 
iaeieperienoed lodgers, and I determined to acquaint 
them snsificions. For this purpose Mr 

patient living near Jackson’s house,; 

, them to tea on some early evetdh^i - 

bn ^ heard of a tavorii that 

might shit should rcf^ivo thbil^ 

fortune.' . I' had. '.afibther.: 

de9|gh'.''toi^^'|iitttto on thelr:'i^itod''> 

to4ght;it':';very probable '-.iMi'jit;':: 

: firOni- ; them 

res|inf and;«hggestto\paaiiicni'ar8.c<m 
ptoht, praettos^ outgoings and incomings, of 


. FouTvinoro days pasto tinprofitably away, and I 
Wat tooming we^^^^:o^^ about five 

p'etok in the.aR^to the apothecary gsJlopod up to 
his dobr to with surpris- 

^ ing^ totoity/ and as Ids own 

magnesia, W hurried into the room where 

i was siting: ^Here's a pretty kettle of fish! Henry 
Rogers has been poisoned, and by his wife ! ’ 

^■.>Poispnt^■! 

VY<^ poisoned ; although, thanks to my being bn 
the spot, I think he will recover. But I must instantly 
to Dr RdWards: I will tcU you all w'hen I return.' 

The promised ‘all’ was this: Morgan was passing 
slowly by Jabkibn’s house, in the hope of seeing either 
Mr or ^rs Bogers, when the servant -woman, Jane 
Riddet, ran out and beggdfi him to come in, a.s their 
lodger had been tak®® suddenly ill. Ill indeed! q*hc 
surface of his body was cold as death, and the apothe- 
cary quickly discovered that he had been poisoned 
w'ith sulphuric acid (oil of vitriol), a quantity of which 
he, Morgan, had sold a few days previously to Mrs 
Rogers, who, \vhcn purchasing it, said Mr Jackson 
wanted it to apply to some warts that annoyed him. 
Morgan fortunately knew the proper remedy, and 
desired Jac^kson, who was in the room, and seemingly 
very anxious and flurried, to bring some soap instantly, 
a solution of winch lie proposed to give immediately 
to the seemingly dying man. The wom^servant wits 
gone to find Mrs Rogers, who had IcSx about ten 
minutes before, having first made the tea in w'hich the 
poison had breii taken. Jackson hurried out of the 
axmrtment, but was gone so long that Morgan, hecoming 
impatient, scraped a quantity of plaster off the wall, 
and administered it with the best effect. At last 
Jackson came back, and said there w^as unfortunately 
not a iiarticle of soap in the house. A few minutes 
afterwanls. the young wife, alarmed at the woman- 
servant’s tidings, flow into the room in an agony of 
alarm and grief. Simulated alarm, crocodile grief, 
Mr Morgan said; for there could, in his opinion, bo no 
doubt that she had attempted to destroy her husband. 
Mr Jackson, on being questioned, peremptorily denied 
that he bad ever desired Mrs Rogers to procure sul- 
l>huric acid for him, or had received any from her — a 
statement which so confounded the young woman that 
she instantly fainted. The upshot was tliat Mrs 
Rogt^’^B was taken into custixly and lodged in prison. 

This terrible news flow through Famliam like udld- 
fire. In a few minutes it was upon everybcnly’s 
tongue: tlic hints of the quarrelsome life the young ; 
couple led, artfully spread by Jackson, were recalled, 
and no doubt appeared to be entertained of the truth 
of tlie dreadful charge. I had no doubt either, but ray 
conviction was not that of the Farnham folk. This, 
then, was the solution of the struggle 1 had seen going 
on in Jackson's mind j this the realisation of the dark 
thought which I had impertotly read in the sinister 
glances of Ms restless eyes. He had intended to 
destroy both the husband and wife — the one by poisOn, 
and the other by the law ! Doubtless, then, the 

:L.1$q 6 had been obtained, and this was the wretched 
mmfs infernal devto to retaining it 1 1 went over 
with Morgan wly the next moriiing to scse the 
patient, mid found tbat,;thai]^s to the prompt antidote 
admihiatorcfT, and Dr ^ Kdurt^s's subsequent active 
.treatment, he vras timidiy :■ to The still- 

! stiffeiing .TABx^ ijio find, would not 

'believe for a moment in bit wito: gaiR* I watched 
^the looks ito to^menta of Jackson attentively— a 
toriitiny which ; » of my vocation, by no 

..-means 

* Fray,' said oddressihg Riddet, the 

womantotoh^ happen that you had 

Uo soap M bhto evening?' 

•' with. a stare- .of ,sur- 



‘ No— no soap/ hast% bK)ko her master with liiud 
an(3 menacing emphaais* * TJiere waiis not a morsel in 
the house, 1 bbitght some afterw^^ Sn i*arh!iam. ' 

The cow^ and bewildered woman ^ away. I 
was more than satisfied ; and judging by Jackson's 
countenance, which changed lieneatli my look to 
colour of the liino-washcd wall against which he stood, 
he. surmised thiftft wns. ^ 

My conviction, however, was not evidence, and I felt 
that I should need even more than hiy wonted good-for- 
tune to bring the black crime home to the real perpetrator. 
For the presents at all events, I must keep silence — a 
resolve I foimd hard to persist in at the ex«5fnination of 
the accused wife, an liour or two afterwards, before the 
county magistrates. Jac^on had hardened* himself 
to iron, and gave his lying evidence with rutldess 
self-possessioui lie had not dcsirocl Mrs llogers to 
purchase sulphuric acid ; had not received any. from 
her. In i^dition also to liis testimony that she and 
her husband were always quarrelling, it Was proved by 
n respectable person that high words had passed 
between them on the evening previous to the day the 
criminal "offence wa-s committed, and that foolish, 
passionate expressions hod escaped her about wishing 
to Ikj rid of such a drunken wrctcli. Tliis evidence, 
combined w'itli the medical testimony, appeared so 
conclusive to the magistrates, iliat spite of the unfortu- 
nate woman's wild protestations of iniKKience, and the 
rending agony which convulsed her frame, and almost 
cliokod her utterance, she was remanded lo prison till 
that day -week, when, tlie magistrates informed her, 
she would bo again brought up for the merely formal 
completion of the depositions, and bo then fully eom- 
ini tied oil the enpi tal charge. 

I WHS greatly disturbed, and walked for two or three * 
hours about the quiet neighbourhood of Farnhara, 
revolving a liumlred fragments of schemes for bringing 
the truth to light, M'ithout arriving at any feasible 
conclusion. One only mode of procedure seemed to 
offer, and that but dimly, a hope of success. It was, 
however, the l^est I could hit upon, and I directed my 
steps towards tlie Farnlmm prison. Saraii Purday had 
not yet, I remembered, been removed to the county jail 
at Guilford. I 

‘Is Sarah Purday/ I asked the turnkey, ‘more 
reconciled to her positien than she was 
‘She’s just tlie same— bitter as gall, and venomous 
as, a viper.’ 

This woman, I should state, was a person of fierce 
will and strong passions, and in early life had been 
resp<ictably situated. 

‘Just step into her cell,' I continued, ‘upon some 
excuse or other, and carelessly drop a hint that if she 
could prevail upon Jac;ksoh to get licr brought by 
hiibeaB before a judge in London, there could be no 
doubt of her being bailed.’ 

The man stared, Imt after a few words of pretended 
explanation, went off to .do rfa I requested. He was not 
long gone. ‘ She’s all in a twitteration at the thoughts 
of it,’ he said; ^and raiiat have pen, ink, and pa^r 
without a moment’s delays bless hcr.consequence!’ 

These were supplied; and I was soon in possession of 
her letter^ couclied cautiously, but more peremptorily 
than the former one* I need hardly say it did not 
reach its destination. : She, passed the next day in a 
stateof feverish impatience; and no answer fetuming, 
wrote again, her words this time conveying an evident 
though indistinct threat., I refhiined^m visiting her 
till two days had thus passetl, and found her, as I 
expected,, eaten up with fury. She; glared at me as I 
enter^ the cell like a chidued ? V 

* Ydii appear vexed/ 1 dembt Jack- 

son doclihei to get you Wled. He ought not to refuse 
you 8ti«di a trifling service^ considering aliiliings/ 

‘ All what things?' replied the Woman, eyeing me 
: fiercely,. 


y /That you know best, though 1 have a slirewd guess.’ 
'v /What do you and what are you driving 

at.?'-..-;:;;.- 

* ? with you, Saraii Purday. In 

the fir^ p^ace, you must plainly pereeive that your 

Jackson has cast you off— abandoned you to your 
fate; and* that fate will, there can bo no doubV bc 
transportation.* 

‘ WeU,’ she impatiently snarled, ‘ suppose so ; what i 
then?* i 

‘This— that you can help yourself in this difficulty I 
by heli»ing me.’ 

‘As how?’ 

‘ Id the first place, ^pvt* me the means of convicting 
Jackson of having received the stoleir property.* 

‘ Ha ! How do you know that ?’ 

‘ Oh, I know it very well— as well almost as you do. 
But this is not my chief object ; there is another, far 
more important one/ and 1 ran over tlie incidents 
relatlTC to the attempt at poisoning. ‘ Now,* 1 resumed, 

‘ tell me, if you will, your opinion on this matter.’ 

‘That it was Jackson administered the poison, and 
certainly not the young woman,’ she replied with 
vengeful promptness. 

‘ My own conviction ! This, then, .is my proposition ; 
you are^ sliarji-witted, and know this follow’s w'ays, 
iiabits, and jiropeiisitios thorouglily — T, too, havo heard 
something of them — and it strikes me that you could 
suggest some jilan, some device grounded on that 
knowledge, whereby the truth might come to light.’ 

I'he woman looked fixedly at mo for some time 
without speaking. As T meant fairly and honestly by 
her I could bear her gaze without shrinking. 

‘ Supposing I could assist you,’ she at last said, ‘ how 
would that helj) me ? ’ 

‘ It would help you greatly. You would no doubt bo 
still convicted of the burglary, for the evidence is 
irresistible ; but .if in the meantime you should have 
been instrumental in saving the life of an innocent 
person, and of bringing a great criminal to juBtiedJ 
there cannot be a question that the Queen’s mercy 
would be extended to you, and the punishment bo 
merely a nominal one.’ 

‘ If I w^ere sure of that ! * she murmured with a burn- 
ing scrutiny in her eyes, which were still fixed upon 
my countenance—* if I were sure of that I But you 
are misleading mo.’ 

‘ Believe me, I am not. I speak in perfect sincerity. 
Take time to consider the matter. I will look in again 
in about an hour ; and pray, do not forget that it is 
your sole and last chance.’ 

I left her, and did not return till more than three 
hours had passed away. SaraVi Pm’day was pacing 
the cell in a frenzy of inquietude. 

‘ I thought you hod forgotten me. Now,* she con- 
tinued witli rapid vehemence, ‘ tell me, on your word 
and honour ns a man, do you truly believe that if I 
can effectually assist you it will avail me with Her 
Majesty?* 

‘ I am as positive it will as I am of my Own Ihfe.* 

* Well, then, I tvill assist you. First, then, Jackson 
was n confederate with Dawkins and myself, and 
riMieived the plate and jewellery, for which he paid us 
.less than one-third of the valuc.^ 

* llogers and his wife were not, 1 ho]^, cognizant of 
this?’ 

‘ Certainly not ; but Jackson’s wife and the wpman- 
servant, liiddet, wore. I have been turning the other 
husiiess ^ver in my mind/i she continued, speakirig 
wdth increasing emotion and rapidity ; ‘ and oh, believe 
me, Mr Waters, if you can, that it is not solely > 
selfish motive which induces me to aid in saying 
Rogers from destruction. I was once myself-/^ Ah 
•Godl^ ' " ■ .■ - 

Tears welled up to the fierce eye|»; 
quickly hrusliedi away, and she 


more caixnly ; } lirbu jiavb that 

son has a sti^g^ habit of tallcisg in liis sloop t \- ; ^ 

*I hayo, and that he enoe oohsulted Morgan as to 
whether there was ahy it. It was that; Whibli 

partiy;atiggeste4!-%r^;;;:;;.;'-^^^^ ■ 

< It bellbr^ ^ey of his»’ she interrupted } 
^or at aii^^ite & ij» not so frequenii nor what 
ho Gf^s lUtelhglb^^ ho thoroughly believes and 
ityftUUt sbiue fomer cixnuinstahce, to he. His deaf 
wife hanndt undeceive him, ami he takes care never 
even to doze except in her presence only.* 

‘This is apt, then, so promising as I hoped.’ 

: * Have tmtience. It is full of promise, as we will 
naanage. Every evening Jackson frequents a low 
ling^hous^ whore he almost invariably wins small suras 
at caids-^by craft, no doubt, as he never drinks there. 
'V^cn he returns home at about fen o’clock; his con- 
stant habit is to go into the front-parlour, where his 
wife is sure to he sitting at that hour. Ho carefully 
locks tlie door, helps himself to brandy and water— 
plentiful^ of „ le-te*— and falls asleep in his arm-chair ; 
and there tliey both doze away, sometimes till one 
o’clock — jilways till past twelve.* 

* Well ; but I do not see how ’ 

‘Hear me out, if you. please. Jackson never wastes 
a candle to drink or sleep by, aiid at this time of the 
year there will be no tire. If he speaks to his wife 
ne does not expect her, from her wooden deafness, to 
answer him. Do you begin to perceive my drift ?* j 
‘ Upon my word, I do not.* I 

‘ if upon awaking, Jackson finds that his wife 

is Mr Waters, and that Mr Waters relates to him all 
that he has disclosed in his sleep : that Mr ITursley’s 
plate is burial in the garden near the lilac-tree; that 
he, Jackson, received a thousand pounds six weeks ago 
of Henry Bogers’s fortune, and ui«.t the money is now j 
in the recess on the top-landing, the key of which is in | 
his breast-pocket ; . that lie was the receiver of the plate 
stolen from a iiouse in the close at Salisbury a twelve- 
iliiontli ago, and sold in London for four hundro<l and fifty 
pounds. All this hurled at him,’ continued the vroman 
with wild energy and flashing eyes, ‘what else might 
not a bold, quick-witted man make him believe he had 
oonfessod, revealed in his brief sleeps* 

I had been sitting on a bench ; but as these rapid 
disclosures burst from her lips, and I saw the use to 
which they might be turned, I rose slowly and in some 
sort involuntarily to my feet, lifted up, as it were, by 
the energy of her fiery words. 

‘God reward you I* I exclaimed, shaking Iwth her 
hands in mine. ‘You iiave, unless I blunder, rescued 
an innocent woman from the scaffold. I set? it all. 
Earewelir 

, ‘ Mr Waters,’ she exclaimed, in a changed, palpitating 
voice, as :i#as passing forth; ‘when all is done, you 
will i^t 

‘ That I idU not, by my own hopes of mercy in the 
hereafteh Adieu f 

At a quarter past nine that evening I, accompanied 
by two Eamliaui constablei^ knocked at the door of 
JacktQh’s house. Hen^ lagers, I should state, had^ 
beiln xmuovcd fe the The door was opened by 

the wotjAan- servant, and we w^t in. ‘ I hair© a 
warrant; ,^; your arrest, Jane Hiddet,’ I said, ‘ as an 
aocompU^ lhv^ plate-steal^ the other day. There, 
donH I then intimated tSe 

terms upon imich ahme she could expect favour. She 
tmmbUi^lypiiC^^ and alimr facing 

constables’ hut' within hedarhig,"" 


. wQttMih,.flfflp?S|ISjiitoTE^r:sg^ out-hotise. 

. iaiidv - ‘.-.qutek ':^th- ’Diie df ’:;thn.?hid:- 

.•ladyja X- ■ ■ , /These' ; 

. brp^ti’,^:;| :^ttfrned ’fe. ihe''::p^ rit was a 'roomy.':' 

■ diamd&dr'.p^^ ' windowe^-’-lowl" 




Tijere Were tw<r Is^ easy-chairs, and 1 

prepared to take p0Ssessioi| one recently vacated 
by Jackson’s wijp^ : pe^^tly understend,* 

w^ my parting wmdii td servant, ‘ that 

we intend stending ho nonsenjse^^^^^^ either you or 
your mASter^ You cannot escape ;Xbut if you let Mr 
Jackson in as tisual, aiid he entets* this room as usual, 
no harm '^^iU befall you.: if otherW!4b, you will be 
imquestionebly transported. Ebw, go.* 

My toilet #a 9 not so easily accomplished as I thought 
it would he* The gown did not meet at the back by 
about a foot ; that, however, was of little consequence, 
as the higlb Chair concealed the deficiency; neither did 
the shortness of the sleeves matter much, as the ample 
shawl cfbuld he made to ^do my too great length of 
arm; but the skirt was sc^arcely lower than a High- 
lander’s, and how the deuce I was to crook my booted 
legs up out of view, even in that gloomy starliglit, I 
could hardly imagine. The Ciip also was for too small; 
still, with an ample kercjhicf in my hand, my whiskers 
might, I thought, be concealed. I was still fidgeting 
with these arrangements when Jackson knocked at his 
d(X)r. T1.10 servant admitted him without remark, and 
he presently entered the room, carefully locked the 
door, and jolted down, so to Bi)enk, in the fellow casy- 
chair to mine. 

He was silent for a few moments, and tlion he 
bawled out: ‘She’ll swing for it, they say — swing for 
it, d’ye hear, dame ? But no, of course she don't — tloafc?r 
and deafer, deafer and deafer every day. It’d be a 
precious good job when the parson says his last prayers 
over her as well iis others.’ 

- Ho then got up, and went to a cupboard. I could 
hear — for I dared not look up — by the jingling of 
glasses and the outpouring of liquids that lio was 
helping himself to his spirituous sleeping-draughts. 
H© reseated himself, and drank in moody silence, 
except now and then mumbling drowsily to himself, 
but in so low a tone that I could make nothing out of 
it save an occasional curse or blasphemy. It was 
nearly eleven o’clock before the muttered self-com- 
muning ceased, and his heavy head sank upon the back 
of the easy-choir. He was re^ restless, and it vras 
evident that even his sleeping brain laboured witli 
affrighting and oppressive images ; but the rautterings, 
as before he Slept, were confused and indistinct. At 
length — lisdf an hour had perhaps thus parsed — the 
troubled meanings became for a few moments clearly 
audible. ‘ Ha— Im — ha I * h© burst out, ‘ liow are you 
off for soap ? Ho — ho ! done there, my hoy ; ha— ha ! 
But no— no. Wall-plaster I Who could have thought 
it? But for that I— • What do you stare at mo 

so for, you infernal blue- botile? You— you’ 

Again the dream-ntterance sank into indistinctness, 
and I comprehended nothing more. 

About half-past twelve o’clock he awoke, rose, 
stretdied lums^, and said: ‘Come^ dome, let's to 
bed it 's getting chilly hCft,’ 

‘ Dame ’ did not answer, and ho a^in went towards 
the cupboard. ‘Here’s a oahdle-end will do for us,* 
he muttered. A lucdfer-matcli Was drawn across the 
wall, he lit the ^dle;, uud stumbled towards me, for 
he was scfurpeiy yet awake.* ‘Come, dame, cornel 
Why, tlice bie^ slecpiug like a dead un ! Wake up, 
will riiee - ; . — ^ Ah I murder ! thteves ! mur’ 

Hy grasp was on the wretch’s throut j. but there was 
no occasion to use fo^ and nerve- 

lesi^ paralysed, saadt oh^ incapable oiVmotion 

much less of resfotaxi^ and could only gaze in my 
face in dumb 

‘ Give me Ihe key of the up stairs, which you 

carry in yourr.b^ast-pocket^^^^^^^^ your slec^, unhappy 
man, you h^ve reve^>|ed eveiy^ 

An iiiidrticulate ktaek of terror re^^ I 

was i Slid pmse^ : ^ Wlia— at, what 



* Tliat Mr Hwley’s ^te is buried in the garden by 
the lilac -ti*ee; that have received a thousand 
pounds belon^ ^ the man.you trfed ta.p^^ that 
you netted fom? hundred and fifty ^unds by the plate 
stolen at Salisbu^ | ihht you desdirdnsly contriyed to 
slip the sulphuric acid into* the tea unseen by Henry 
Kogers's wife.* 

The shriek or scream was repeatedv and he was for 
several moments speechless with consternation. A 
ray of hope gleamed suddenly in his fiaming eyes. , * It 
is true— it is true 1 * ho hurriedly ejaculate^ ; * useless 
-^useless— useless to deny it. But you are alone, and 
poor, poor, no doubt. A thousand poufids l^more, 
more than that : thousand pounds in gold — gold, 

all in gold— I will give you to spare me, tt let mo 
escape I * 

* Where did you hide the soap on the day when you 
confess you tried to poison Henry Bogers ? * 

*In the recess you spoke of. But tliinki Two 
thousand pounds in gold — all in gold ’ 

As he spoke, I suddenly grasped the villain’s hands, 
I)ressed tliem together, and in another instant the 
snapping of a handcuff pronounced*my answer. A 
yell of an^psli burst lh)m the miserable man, so loud 
and piercing, that the constables outside hurried to 
the outer-door, and knocked liaatily for admittance. 
They were let in by the servant-woman ; and in lialf 
an hour afterwards the three imsoiiers— -.Jackson, his 
wife, and Jane Riddet — were safe in ITurnham i)ri8on. 

A few sentences will conclude this narrative. Mary 
Rogers was brought up on the following day, and, onniy 
evidence, chscluirged. Her husband, I have heard, lias 
since proved a better and a wiser man. Jackson was 
convicted at the Chdlford assize of guiltily receiving 
the Hursley plate, and sentenced to transportation for 
lii’e. I'iiis being so, the graver charge of attempting 
to jwison was not "pressed. There was no moral doubt 
of his guilt; but the legal proof of it rested solely on 
his own hurried confession, which counsel would no 
doulit have contended ought not to bt^ received. His wife 
and the servant were leniently dealt with. 

Sarali l*urday was convicted, and sentenced to trans- 
portation. I did not forget my promise ; and a sta tement 
of the iireviously-narratcd circumstances having been 
drawn up and forwarded to the Queen and the Home 
Secretaiy, a pardon, after some delay, was issued. There 
were painful circumstauces in her history wliich, after 
strict inquiry, told favourably for her. Several bene- 
volent persons interested themselves in her behalf, mid 
she was sent out to Canad^i, where she had some 
relatives, and has, I believe, prosperc^l there. 

This affair caused considerable hubbub at the time, 

I and much admiration was expressed by the country 
people at the boldness and dexterity of tbo London 
‘runner;* whereas, in fact, the successful result was 
entirely attributable to the oiiportune revelations of 
Sarah Purday. 


THE DROLLERIES OE FALSE POLITICAL 
ECONOMY. 

Fiassc AUTicm 

Onis of the lost things which a people leam is to allow 
matters of trade and conferee to take their natural 
comrse. Imagining that ^i^sperity may be insured by 
certain regulations as to buying and selUng, impoiting 
and exporting, nianufSicturing this and preventihg the 
manufacture of that— rearing u^ as it yrerc, a wholly 
factitious system of affaixs-^th^ make laws accord- 
ingly* and only find out, after doing a w^ld of 
that tliiey had much better have let things - ^ 
inde^ till the more thoughtful part of 
has arrived at this conviction, it the fair ctxtm 
dexnand and supply permitted to take its eoQ^ aUd 


ev^R at the very last there ore indl^ualii ^ho pro- 
phi^y sorts of disasters by witii^^wihg resUictions. 
Books Opuld bo filled witli tales of impovertshmont and 
ruin, c# contests and jealousies, all caused by' meddling 
with tUfe ordinary desires of mankind to buy and sell, 
to eat an^ drink; or to dress as they liked. Now that 
this sp^es of folly is pretty well understood and 
laughed at, wo propose, for general amusement, to run 
over a fow of the more remarkable instances of erroneous 
XKditical economy, in other countries as well as our 
own. They form a strange chapter in the lustory of 
socioj blunders. 

We may begin by mentioning that ancient Romo, 
amidst all her glories, had taken care, through sheer 
ignorance of right principle, to insure her national 
ruin. The plan of prosperity ingeniously contrived by 
the Romans consisted in making the colonies they cofi- 
quered find them in food ; in wliich respect they may 
be said to have acted the part of a band of robbers, who 
lived on the plunder of industrious nciglibours. Com- 
mon-sense tells us tliat practices of tliis kind cannot 
last for ever. Dishonesty, in its very acts, undermines 
what it rests on. Thinking, however, that they had 
laid hoA of a capital i»lan for living in comfort without 
labour, they compelled the unfortunate colonists to 
siipiily Itome with a certain tribute in grain. The 
state, ns well as the great men, thus acquired vast 
stores of food, whicli was distributed gratuitously to 
the people. Becoming accustomed to these doles, the 
humbler classes did not think of working for a subsist- 
ence, and gradually the native soil went out of cultiva- 
tion. In a word, agriculture was niine4, independence 
of spirit was gone, and abject, corrupt, and impover- 
ished, the empire at length sunk under the attacks of 
energetic invaders. Such was the political economy of 
the ancient Romans, a wonderfully great people in some 
things, but utterly ignorant of the mighty truth-^that 
without well-directed industry the most jiotent system 
must decay and perish. 

The sad history of Spain supplies us with perhaps a 
still more palpable in.stancc of a great empire being 
ruined by unsound political economy. On the accession 
of riiilip 11. ill the middle of the sixteenth century, 
and during most of his reign, Spain was a great nation. 
Her navies swept the seas till their pride was tamed in 
the Britisli Channel by the rising ejiergy of the nation 
whicli was to snatch from her live sceptre of the seas. 
She had vast possessions stKJtching over Europe ; and 
tlie Indies, as North and South America^ were called, 
were treated as the property of the Spanish crown — a 
sort of domain full of incalculable riclics to be poured 
into the lap of the parent state. It may bo said, how- 
ever, tliat it was particularly the jiossession ol* the 
^Id mines of South America that dazzled the eyes of 
the govcniment, and made it frantic and foolish with 
pride. Political economy teadies us that bullion is but 
a commodity like others, which may be a means of 
trading and creating ritikes, but is not in itself riches, 
save in so fiir as it may Command other commodities. 
A Califbmian digger, with a lump of gold in his pos- 
sessiox^ ficated on the top of a mountain, and unable 
to 5nd his way to a store or any place where he can 
exchange it for other objects, is a very poor miin hi 
comparboh with the blacksmith at his for^ mak^ a 
good living with his stock of iron,. But ^ 
government M into the mista.^ that;;;. ^ 
itself ’.riches. Ihcy - dewn^' 
inaifirind’ toUed'.\and'^^^ sold ; "and. 




this bdng America to Si^i^V p^ himiielf* Sci 4 ^ mentions as 

tHfey for thejioi to a Ottrious illtiiifeMtion of lawj how a r^judon 

I»e^.i ^.Ver^ for miflcelifS^’or plead, the oou- 

ment of the ^^“dusiro ceremony of outlawry was peiformed. It 

oh act of patliadent wcio to bo passed prohibiting tiie appears that the preliminary step to this denunciation 
exportation of oottoh-raanufactures and cutlery from was an ih^ixiry after the debtor 4 fh all neighbouring 
this countriy.^ extracted from the American aiehouSM, these bdhg presumed to be the places where 

inines *^as just a commodity suitable for trade— not so those who owe money do inpst resort, Seldeii gives 
! profltablO i cbnimodity as cotton - manufactures and a ludicrous account of the 'inquiry at each alehouse if 

Ctttl^, tot '»«U it was the commodity which Spala the ^ w«"> ‘I*? 

■* /!, 1 T i,« ^1,* * . a universal negative by the othcer; wliereupon, m usuai 

especially possessed, and she ought to have sought and oi^lawry was pronounced against him. In the 

cultivated the pieans of following out a good trade in this iyas found to be no joke. WiiOo the sentence 
connection with it. Instead of encouraging, her govern- of outlawry stood against him, none of his subjects 
meiit hampered and intercepted lier legitimate trade, could recover debts in the English courts, which wore 
and the natural consequences follovred. '^Hio people closed to the whole Spanish nation, and in the end the 
became idle, and, being idle, they became jioor, not- London merchant was paid his debt. Mr Dunlop, in his 
withstanding the gold mines. These, it is true, sent ‘Memoirs of Spain,’ when describing the state of tlio 
ever their tribute. Despite of tlio utmost vigilance of treasury m the rojgn of Charles 11 , says : 

ji. ‘Suchivas the inconceivabie penury to winch it was 

the government, a cou8ule];»bk poition of it found Ua it found as dimoult to procure fifty 

way nbroad, mucdi to the relief ot tlie country, wkch ^ n 0 , 000 . Money could thus lie no longer raised 

was sulycct to- a topical plethora of g(dd. Portions for the most pressing occasions, however trifling miglit 
of this wealth were seized by Drake and the English be the cc»8t. Couriers charged with urgent and impor- 
cruisers, whose half-inratical captures did little harm tant dispatches on affairs of state, wore often unable to 
to the people of Spain beyond tlie humiliation they quit M*idrid for want of the funds necessary to defray 
inflicted. In fact, the bullion indicated the national the immediate expenses of their journeys. Some officers 
1 degradation most effectually when it found its way, ‘^o royal household having waited for payment of i 
! os the greater part of it did, to the palaces of the ^7 <l'‘o them as long as they could without 

v.,.x ^ i ^ .. j. 1.1 1 X 1. absolutely reducing themselves to beggary, ptfroinptorily 

nobility, huch a contrast of wealth and poverty let us clemaiided their dismission, and were only robiiiied hy 
hope tlie World may never shew ngi^n. A bpamsii force and menaces. All the grooms, however, belonging 
noble would possess a sideboard vrith forty silver to the royal stables who had not received their rations 
ladders, by which his slaves mountetl to carry down or wages for two years, contrived to escape from their 
dishes of gold and silver, which would be valued in the service, and the liorses remained for some time iineiirried 
present day at' L. 40, 000 or L. 50 , 000 . Yet in the midst unfed. A table which had been kept up at the 
of this grandeur theic prevailed squalid misery, rags, the gentlemen of the lx?dchmiibor was 

„d 0. ,w.« .tar. «. 

morsel to eat , the owner was without the means of nionarch who was master of Mexico and Peru ! The 
buying a dinner ; he was as poor m ,lhe possession of household of the qupen-mothcr, which had hitherto 
bullion which he could not dispose of as an Irish or been kept at its full establishment, now began to feel 
Highland landlord with a hirge estate for which he the effects of the general destitution. The rations pro^ 
receives no mit. It was noted by travellers in Spain vid^ for her domestics Were withheld ; and on lodging 
in the seventeenth centdry that some of these magnifl- their complaints at court, they were told, with a sort 
cent grandees could not obtain so humble a product of Cervimtic humour, tliat the royal coffers were now 
forei^ indiutry as a glass-window. ^ 


foreign indiutry as a glass-window. .ui,piy 

^ The public treasury f Sp^n ^<vs like the ^aadees’ ^TjesoiuicsofaUwcalUiareindnstryaiid unrestricted 
houses. Abundance of bullion was there about the commercial enterprise. Could there be better evidence 
court, but no money in the royal coffers to keep up the of this than the beggawly poverty of a state which pos- 
I army an 4 n<.vy, and pay the debts of the State, It sessed the ridiest gold-mines in the world ?— a poverty 
was not: difficult to compel the mines to yield gold product by tamperings and restrictions which para- 
enou^ to make the p^^ but it was impos- lys^ trade. Of course many inquiries were made as 

sibio to draw wealth fiom an idle ^ple. Tlie shifts to the reason why tlie realm of gold and silver was thus 
of the kings of ^pain to avoid paying their debts arc destitute, wlule a small republic like Holland, seated in 
almost as ludicrous as those of: Beau Brummell. The the mire, was growing rich. Some foreign engineers 
electors of Brandenburg, the ancestors of tlie kings of p^posed to make a great navigable canal to promote 
Brussia, were always somewha t renowned for the Internal trade, but they were answered idiat Pimvidence 
keenness With Wliich they looked after their pecuniuiy had already ptevlded riveiii for that they 

interests; / Anibng a crowd of creditors who from were doubtlc^ :9uf^ view was a curioiis 

morning to hlgfll heset^ court of Charles II., tlie contrast to the notion enterpriring, restless engi- 
eleotor’s r^fWsOl^tlyg Was thf importunate, Brindley, who that rivers wore 

U was desh^k^^ He was told that » ; Jff any valtm except to navigable canals, 

cargo df bufifiiniW^ Sevill^ Philip iV^’s gbyerimi^ into the causes 

and received on mlseiy add the nation, atid desired 

munidpaU% the ambaasildbr; cbuiiselfm^ and others as 

bnt:ih''the':;]|j^ io a. suitable mah ' named Xchiela sug- 

"bw' ^'t^mriches ■cC-th^;dmeiksgh:ia^ people were still ' 
' e^ecially in tliC' pro-' 

yessris^ ^dctibn:^bf them as much 'as: possible 

it was -.proposed' that 




the government ehoidd fass a law to diecourago 
culture and promote p^ure, food and 

clothing for the poo^e without esJ^ustlng theui b^r 
labour.^ . 

ilAMBLKS m SBAKCH OB WILP-^^ 

KOTEMllBR. 

I CAN fonej some of my readers saying •.•‘ Wliat can 
there be to say about wild-flowers in November ?— the 
blossoms are getting nipped in the hedgerows and 
meadows, and few if any new ones rise up to take 
their places} the trees begin to drop tlieir^aves, and 
tho coiises are becoming toucl|g(l with the tints of 
autumn : all vegetation seems to be decaylhg, and 
winter will soon be here.* This is all very true ; yet 
autumn is a lovely season, and to a thinking mind one 
full of fruitful thoughts and poetical associations and 
fancies. They are not necessarily sad thoughts which 
attend on the decaying season, although they 'would be 
so if there wore no spring-tide to which wo could look 
forward with hope; ncitlier arc those necessarily sad 
tlioughts which attend on the decay of life, though 
they would be so had we not that joyful resurrection, 
of wliich tlie spring is ever a type, wliercon to rest 
our hopes. 

It is a lovely season ; and though we find few flowers, 
there are, nevertheless, other things whicli make ouri 
country-walks delightful, and give us ample scope for 
research into subjects which will well reiiay us for our 
trouble. The ninny-tiiited leaves of the bramble, and 
the glowing, clustering berries of the rose, hawthorn, 
Iioney suckle, and that most exquisitely brilliivnt kind, 
the fruit of the wild guelder-rose (l7/.iurnam opulus)^ 
tempt you to overload your hands with their heavy 
bunches, which, mixed with wreaths of ivy and other 
evergreens, make bouquets for your side-tables which 
might vie with the gems of summer in brightness and 
beauty — ‘and scent?’ some will say. No, not in scent; 
you must do without perfume in your autumn and 
winter nosegays, and be thankfUl tltat you have bright 
things to look at, and, not expecting every pleasure at 
once, wait patiently and ho]>efully 

* Till the spring’s first gale 
Comes forth to tell us where the violets lie.’ 

But now let me invite yon to walk with me to 
Otterton Park; and dp not 1)0 alarmed by the name, 
and fancy that I am going to lead you to 8K)me stately 
mansion-house, rising hi dignity amidst lofty trees, 
with a fine ancient park, and herds of dappled deer 
congregating beneath oaks of the growth of centuries : 
it is no such place; for though there are indeed fine 
old oaks, and abundant inagnificont groups of forest- 
trees, which may once have decked the precincts of a 
gentleman’s grounds, Otterton Park is now only the 
name bestowed on a beautiful trimt of liill, copjBe, and 
upland pasture, Avluch rises above the jitctty river 
Otter near the village of.Otterton, and is as lovely a 
wild spot as you “would wish to see* I. spt out early in 
the day, because at so late a season of the year it is 
always wUe to secure your fiacercise, and foUpw yonr 
out-door pursuit while the sun is at the highest : it 
was a lovely morning, the sea sparkling in the sun- 
beams ; and as I pursued my foriner course down ^ 
beach -walk, and over by the limekiln -cliff: an 
granniy, I was amused by watchihi^ tiie in^en^ 
of larks which frequent the^ |>sri» throughout 
year, hut especially in thd ; months j atwl by 

gatbering a few of the la^ blossoms 
little bugloss (Lycopsis art;cnsii)^^a rough, bnsB^ 
about a foot high, with a fannebslwi^ coiul%o^ 


biri^t^t sky-blue, w'ith whUe valves ; ' here and 
th^ a searpiuk, which still lingered on its turiy b(Hl. 
Bvprything glitters with d^^^^ and tUe;g 0 ssm^%spider 
lias not been idle, for on every hedge, % 

woinderflilly beautiful webs, which have ehsnari^d 
myriads of little splicros of dew, into whi^ Siih 
ft^ly l^uiiS those beams which will ill time dissipate 
their: etruotUre and dissolve them into thin air. And 
now, only marking these bright objects as I pass quickly 
on, I wend my way along by the embankment without 
mudi lingering, for my business lies farther on beyond 
the river, and no new flowers tempt me to turn li-om 
my course; so on I go, and cross the now brimming 
river ffor tlic water, usually so low, is now raised by 
the tide to a level witli its grassy banks) by a broken 
wooden bridge, and pursue tlie i>ath to the left up a 
rough stony bit. somewhat intersected by mud -pools, 
and through some pleasant sloping .flelds to the Pork ; 
the liedges and fields being still adorned with varieties 
of ragworts (^aenccio\ exhibiting their star-shaped yellow 
flowers, of the natural order Campos it<je ; and the pretty 
eyebright (^Etiphrash offidnalis^ its gaping white corolla, 
Btrcaked Avith purple and yellow on the palate ; and 
here and there bright patches of the lovely pink cen- 
taury (Erpthrcaa centaurmn)^ which is never seem in 
beauty except when the brightest beams of the sun are 
full on ft, and which, lovely us it is, you may try in 
vain to make useful in forming an ornament to your 
nosegay of wild -flowers, as a few minutes after you 
gather it you find its bright-yellow anthers covered in 
by its pretty pink petals, winch close tightly over them, 
reminding one of wayward, shy children, who refuse to 
shew off* any of those pretty ways which Imvc delighted 
their admiring parents when most Mdshod to do so, 
and shut themselves op in baby reserve, speecblessly 
banging down their hci^s the moment a stranger ap- 
pears. The rise liad been gradual, though constant, 
from the edge of the river to the point I had now 
attained, so tliat when I approached a belt of umler- 
w-ood overhung by fine trees, which skirted the field in 
which I was on the loft hmitl, I wm surprised to find 
myself standing on the edge of a rather abrupt cliff of 
red sanrlstone, of very considerable lieiglit and great 
beauty. I'hesc lofty and rocky banks are characteristic 
of the Otter, and mark sevoral parts of its coui'se, 
especially near Ottery St Mary, where the scenery is 
very beautiful. 

The colouring siiread over this cliff in the autumnal 
season is such as baffles description ; the rich green of 
the ivy being contrasted Avith the red sandstone, and 
intermixed with every varied hue, from the tinted 
leaves, puride, scarlet, yellow, and eA^ery shade of green, 
splendid trees of holly (7/«a: aquifoiium) and butcdier’s 
broom (Huscus aculedtus), with shining leaves and bril- 
liant scarlet berries, besitl^^s numerous oilier berries and 
fruits, and high tufts of ferns, presenting a wonderful 
variety of tints. Far beloAv are the calm Avaters of the 
river reflecting all this Avoodland scenery, and gliding 
on as gently lietwcen their flowery banks as if they had 
miles of their course to run, instead of being, as they 
are in fact, within a few minutes of reaching that 
‘last bourne,* the sea, in whoso great deep they would 
speedily be lost, not to emerge from it save in vapours — 
wUicli, ascending to the clouds, Avouhl bo again scattered 
over the face of the land Jn rain-drops, possibly some 
of them to refresh those yery herbs and trees below 
which it is iio’w pursuing its murmuring course. 

There are flsherinen bellow; and young diildren sport- 
ing in thojgr^ meadow, and enjoying the half-wifltry 
air, wliich, though it is November, is bright and wi^ 
with suusiiine; and watching all this as the openings 
here and there between the trees reveal it to mn,- ^ 
piu’sue my patli; oecasionedly diving down a littlo;#^ 
among the thickets to secure some treasn^' 
wandmpg over the fields to whi^ 

But now^.'beflne did; 





?vW! 


Ik 


0HAM£BiaE8*S MINBUBXIH JOTO 


find, I m^tf say ^ a islass of p^ti 

W}uch, of immS^e 

extent including uudoJr its 

species, occupy* 

inir OY^iniaginabW habitat^ and prewjnting wMeriW 
varieties in its ^ str^Uro. CPho individuals of tfciis 
class of ptauts objects barely dis- 

tingruishable by tb© aid of powerfiil lenses, to huge 
masses as l^rgl© ^ a man’s head— nay, much larger. 
They are of eveiy form and every hue, from sooty 
black to th6 most delkalc white,, ranging through ruby, 
orange, liiac, green, pink, yellow, and a thousand modi- 
fications of tlieso and other colours. In some instances 
they are important edibles ; in others, they fix them- 
selves on the staple articles of food, and eat out their 
life and substance. Some of them ore highly medicinal, 
and others deadly poison ; and yet these wonderful 
samples of the great Creator's handiwork are, with few 
exceptions, pas^ by unknown and unnoticed by man ! 
In &igland so great is this neglect, that I question 
whether one out of ten who may read this paper will 
know that I allude to the fungus tribe. 

Hooker thus describes this order : * Tlie lowest in the 
scale of vegetables, yet very variable in appearance, 
growing on the ground, or parasitic on other vegetable 
substances — rarely if ever aquatic, and scarcely ever 
green. .... In the larger sense of the word the whole 
plant may be considered fructification, since distinct 
from it there is no true stem. Inhere are no branches, 
no leaves.’ ^uiong other habitats in which wc find 
fiingl are .earth, moss, trunks of trees ejtber dead or 
living, fir-cones, cow -dung, dead and living leaves, 
fruit, stems of mosses, and other fungi. They are also 
to be found on cheese, bread, and other articles of 
prepared food, as well as on wheat — ^the rust in w'heat 
and many otlier blights Ixjing congregated plants of 
this order, so minute, indeed, as to be invisible sepa- 
rately, yet so mimerous as to destroy the crops. All 
mildew is formed of fungi, from the pretty feathery 
tufts of snow-white fur which we sw on casks and 
in damp cellars, to the pale -gray or brown marks 
w'bich deikee the paper-hangings in a room where 
damp i^rcvails. In fact, this tribe of plants 
in so many places and in so many foluis, that it would 
btj impossible for me to notice a tenth jiart of them. 
Xjoudori tells us that in Sweden, in the small space of 
a square furlong, where the plants of all other kinds, 
inclwling mosses and lichens, did not exceed 850 species, 
iVies discovered more than 2000 species of fun^. In 
Hussia, and other northeni countries, some of the 
difierent varieties of fungus form important articles of 
diet, and many kinds which are with us considered 
poisonous are there freely oaten ; but in Kngland, with 
the exception of mushrooms, truffles, morels, and a 
few' others, the whole tribe is voted useless as an article 
of food, tlm^h a few kinds ore used medicmally^ mid 
fqr bther ptupdreS. Galen’s oplM of fungi is thus 
quaintly given by Gerard© i—‘ Galen affirms that they 
ore all very cold and moist, and therefore do approach 
unto a cold and murthering facultie, and ingender a 
clammy, pituitous, and cold nutriment if they bo eatep. 
To conclude, few of them be good tp be eaten, ard 
most of them do suffocate and strangle the eater* 
therefore I give my ady to those that love sudi 
strange, hm^-fapgW meafos, to beware of Hckii:^ 
honey among lea^^^ svrectness of the oiie 

do not countervidlo the sharpness and pricking of the 
other.*'"' ■ -i 

S), 


1 had rambled in another direction, intruding into a 
plantation in WMch, Strictly Speal^g, no right; 


) ha kind© the beft-; 

any of ■. 

harmony of 

lit i^w let us looik about u% and see whethif 
■m6re';;heautifol''speei^^ ■ 

; 4 foyr days' 



and suddenly, while looking for fioWers, helmed 
oh a most ^lendid ehade of some 

piu^, and edevafod on a gihssy :^ 
a gravel-pit, I discovered a group Of the most magni- 
ficent fiiingi I had ever seen. Some of the younger 
and: smidler ones were about the sire of an orange, and 
otliers extendi to a much larger size. They were of 
a rich carmine hue, and shining, spotted over with largo 
snow-whi^ wor^s, and raised on a snowy stem of about 
Wo inches in height. The elder specimens varied in 
colour frozh to deep orange red, these being 

also Warted on idle surflEico of the cap, pr ptVs^s, as it is 
called. a|n the young ones, the delicato fringe wluch 
connects the steni of plants of tliis form with the cap 
was unbrokeDi and of snowy whiteness ; but in the 
elder and more matured ones it was broken, and 
become yellowish and scaly. In some of these the cap 
was six or seven inches across, and the stem throe or four 
inches in height; the veil being broken, the gills, of a 
pale -yellowish hue, and some of them not reaching 
nearly foOm th(f stem to the edge of the cap, were 
discovered. It was altogether quite a go^eous display 
— ^for the ground was thickly studded with them — and 
one so new to me as to inflame me witli a fungus 
mania. I collected several of the most beautiful, aud 
on luy return home covered’ a large china plate witli 
some of the white Lapland nio»«, mixed with tlie 
pale -green bog -moss; and selecting one of my most 
magnificent specimens, }>lAccd it in the centre, with a 
few other kinds which I had discovered in tlie same 
plantation round it: my main object in going to 
Otterton was to endeavour to find more varieties u'ith 
which to complete my singular but exquisitely lovely 
table-ornament. My mucli-prize»l discovery I foimd 
to bo the fly-blown mushroom (^Apdricus ntusrarmft)^ a 
highly-poisouous species, used in northern countries to | 
destroy flies and bugs ; it is tlie mochcMnore of the llussiaris, j 
&c. who use it for intenucation. Loudon tells us lliat ! 
when they drink a liquor made with this and the | 
epilobium, tlicy are * seized with convuMons in all their 
limbs, followed with that kind of Kiving which attends 
a burning fever, They personify this mushroom ; and 
if they are urged by its effects to suicide or any dread- 
ful crime, they pretend to obey its commands. I'o fit 
themselves for premeditated assassination they recur 
to the use of the mocho-moro.* 

The first fongi I discovered at Otterton I did not at 
once perceive to be such. They were globular, of a 
pure ruby hue, and as I saw them lying in clusters on 
the grassy bank I took thorn to be some fallen berries: 
it was by mere (^nce that, taking one up to see of 
what kind it was, I discovered that it was of the very 
kind of which I was in pursuit— a beautiful fungus, 
about the size of a cherry, named the crimson mush- 
room {Agdrktis puniceus,) Taking all I could find, X 
proceeded triumjihantly on my way, and soon found 
several other varieties; among which were the pretty 
'paitot-ooloured mushroom* (A. paiitdcms)y a brilliant 
mixture of green imd yellow, and also a lovely kind 
Whose name I did not make put, with the centre of tlie 
cap pale-brown, abading through wliite into a delicate 
rose-tin| at the edge, aiid almut on inch and a half 
across the cap; only two spedmens of this were to be 
found; but there were varieties of the purest 

white, some like Uttfo. cones of drifted snow; others 
much flattmr ; and ionm and so delicate and 

foagile in that caps were 

crushed into b linings with a touch, leaving 
the flngto« them deeply tinged 

wito a 866t*|«re were others of 

cteai^ the tenderest lemon- 

tint^ most beautifhl they 

tookeid-— T that was not too 

#sil atouiid toe central 
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mound of carmine and snow, and closely grouped on 
the pretty mossy carpet which I had provided ibr 
them.; ■. ■■■'■ 

Eroin day to day I adtled to my collection, On one 
occasion I fpund bh a fatlon branch a cluster of a 
singular and beautiful kind, folded and lobed into 
convolutions something like the human brain, and of 
a rich orange colour : this 1 made but to ^ Tremdla 
meaenierica. At another time I found a bunch of yellow 
things sticking up in the grass, and looking like short 
blades of grass painted a bright clear yello^: indeed 
it was long before I could satisfy myself that tliis 
colouring was not some insect or other cUlposit; nor 
was 1 quite dear on the point until I found some of 
the same substance only a little differently dteft, and 
white, and on referring to authorities found tliat sudi 
were described under the name of the hrittlo mushroom 
( Clavaria fragilis.') About this same time I percjoived 
some briluant orange balls — some larger and others 
smaller than a good-sized pea-^floating on dead leaves 
ill the dikes which intersected the marshy ground near 
the osniunda endosure ; and on dslung some out 1 saw 
that they were xiarasitic on the leaves ■that bore them, 
and of the fungus tribe. Tlipy weye very pretty, mid 
lasted a long time when floated In a glass of water; 
but I could not make sure of what kind they were. 
My plate of tnuisures was, when complete, very beauti- 
ful, and attracted much wonder and admiration. One 
lady to whom I shewed them conceived them to be 
artilieial, and said : ‘ Yea, they are jiretty. 1 know how 
you made thaV — pointing to one of shining yellow — *it 
Is lemon-iieel cut and varnished ; but I do not know 
how you made the others.* 

Tiio kind of fungus most usually known and 
valued in fiiigland is the common field - mushroom 
{Aijtirkms ampestriii)^ which is also cultivated in 
gardems j the gills of this species are loose, piuky-red, 
changing to liver colour, and are in contact with the 
stem, but not united to it. The old writer whom I 
have before quoted, Gerard, e, says of this mushroom: 

‘ the lower side is, somewhat liollow set, or decked with 
fine gutters drawno along from, the middle centre to the ; 
eircumfererice.’ He also sjieaks of some soils which 
‘ growe ui)on the trunfces or bodies of old trees, very 
much resembling A«r*c«/e /wdes; that is the .Tewes-eare, 
doe in continuance of time grow un to the substance of 
wood which the Fowlers doe call toiicliwood.* There j 
is another kind of fungus called puffe-fists, fusse-balls, 
bunt, puck-fist, frog-cheese, anti other odd iiames, which | 
is used for making a stupifying potion for bees. These 
grow to more tliiui the size of a man’s head; iiidood it is 
said that they have been found measuring as much as 
nearly nine feet in drcumfereucc: this is, I believe, the 
Bovista nigrescens. Th*.y are white and heavy when 
unripe ; but when ripe, very light, of a brown colour, and 
turning to powder. Cotton, in his Bee-book, tells us ' 
the mode of using this when it is desired to stupify 
bees for the purpose of removing them from one hive 
to another. ‘ When you have procured one of those 
Xmcka, put it into a large paper, pressing it down therein 
to two- thirds, or near lialf tho bulk, tying it up very 
close. But it in an oven some time after the household 
bread is drawn, letting it«continue all night. When it 
will hold fire It is fit for your use. With a pair of 
scissors cut a piece off the puck as largb as a hen’s egg 
(better at first to have too much than too little), and fix 
it to tlie end of a small stick, slit for that puipose, and 
sharpen^ at the other end ; whit^ Ijlsce so th^t it may 
hang near the middle of an empty hive. This hiye you 
must set wHh the mouth upward near the stock you 
intend to take, in a pail or bucket. This done set fire 
; to the puck with a candle, and Jmmediateiy place the 
stock of bees over it, tying a cloth round the 
; which yod must have in readiness, that nOjpnpkVtoay: 

' coiuc forth, Xu a minute’s time or little more you will 
with d^ght hear them drop like hail into tlto 


hiii i part (ff thorn aro dO#n, i^ ' 

hdr very fow fall, you may beat the top <ff 
gently with your hand, to get as many out as you Oahj 
then ioosing the clotli, lift it off to a table ■ 
board propared on purpose; and knocking the hiyw 
against It several times, many more will tmnlde out, 
perhaps thb queen among thorn, as I have often foimd 
her lodging near the crown.’ 

In former days, when lucifor-matches were unknown, 
the country -people ill divers iiarts of England who 
lived far from any neighbours used to carry these 
pufffe-flsts kindled with fire, which lasts long in them. 

1 have named the truffle and morel as edible species— 
tho fifrrner is the Tuber cihdrimn} they are found under- 
ground in dry and light soil, both in Europe and in 
Japan and India. Dogs are taught to find this fungus * 
by smell, and to dig it out of tho earth ; and it is 
on record tliat a man was once known to possess tins 
power. Tlicy arc much fiuned in cookery, and arc 
cither boiltni simply or stewed indifferent modes before 
being -brought to table. Tlie JWfore^ (morcAc/Vu esmku'ta) 
grows on the earth, and has a round or oval cap; the 
German name is Mbrc/ie/. It is large and whitish, and 
apjiears in the spring, when it is much valued, being 
very delicious for sauce. It is cliiefly Ibuiid hi jdaces 
where i^fees liave been burned ; ‘which led,* says 
Loudon, ‘ in Germany to a practice of cutting down 
masscis of forests for the sake of the future morels. 
Tills practice became so injurious that it wii,s neces- 
sjiry to suppress it by law.’ One of tho prettiest and 
at the same time best known of the llingus tribe 
is that exquisite little red-cup which adorns our hedge- 
banks ill the early spring-time — this is tho Hgmeno*-, 
mgeetes cocemea, called by children fairy -cup, or some- 
times fairies* bath. It appears at first as if growing 
on the earth, but on closer inspection you find iij 
to lie produced by some little dead stick which has 
lain mouldering in, or half below the surface of tlic 
eartli all the winter, ou which are clustered jiroliably 
two or three little cups, from three-quarters of an inch 
to a barleycorn in diameter, of velvet softness, and 
tho ricliest hue of scarlet in the inside, while the 
outside is of pinkish-white,. With what dcliglit have 
I seen theso pretty things beaming out on me fnnn some 
mossy bank in the montli of March, and laid tliem in 
my little basket by tho side of tbc first violets of the 
season, and perhaps two or three pale primroses — tho 
result of patient searching among the leaves— and a few 
of the long tassMs of the hazel— all tokens of the sweet 
spring, and all therefore precious jewels to one who 
loves the (•ountry, with its sweet sights and sounds, I 
do not know whether Queen Mab and her suite ever 
really use these pretty red things as baths ; but that 
mushnxiins were an important article in their domestic 
economy cannot bo doubtefl if we accept tho testimony 
famiHlied us by poets of all ages and of all coun- 
tries ; we may cite as an instance the fliiry queen’s 
song — ‘ Come, follow, follow me,’ &c, two of the stanzag 
of which are as follow 

‘ Upon a mushroom’s head 
Our tablecloth wo spread ; 

A grain of rye or wheat 
The manchet which we oat ; 

Pearly drops of dew we drink 
In acorn-cups filled to the brink. 

On tops of dewy grasso 
^ nimbly do we passe, 

• The young and tondel stalke 
Ne*er bends where we do walke; 

Vet in the morning may be seen . 

Where xve the night before have been,* 

It is a that tlic lovers ^ tomoito 
can no longer wonder over 
nmrk the grass in tlie 








peaked vjockoyTcap,. converted into a turban by iwhnt, 
might :hivve been a lady’s petticoat — all this, 1 say, 
gave him an prigiiml appearjiDco Quite irresistible tp 
behold. We preferred ualkmg, but M Aiphohse 
insisted on a donkey^ and was presently ahead of us on 
the queerest little animal it is possible to conceive^ 

Our legs would liave taken us twiiok faster, but We 
paused to examine the ruins which the stranger passed 
by without so: much turning his head. These were 
an artificial lake, the infirip fra^^ts of a temple, and 
two square enclosures, sun^tpided by walls some Uiirty 
feet thick. In tho qno nearpst the river thdf peasants 
of tlic neighbourhood were /hard at work relieving the 
bricks to spread as manure over their fields. We could 
not but regret this destruction of antique remains; but 
our regn‘ts were unavailing, and n*© felt confident then, 
as now, that no vigorous steps towards preserving the 
monuments of Egypt will be taken until they are 
scan;ely worth preserving* Every year the mischief 
done is enormous, and seems to cause very little annoy- 
ance even to professed antiquaries. These gentlemen 
are generally so special in their studies, and so confined 
in their s^mipathies, that unless some f>articular tablet 
or some particular chamber in a temple that interests 
them be interfered with, they are perfectly content to 
allow hanuiier and x>ickaxe, spade and gunpowder, to 
work their will on the rest. "Very little exertion would 
suffice to rosctic what already remains from destruc- 
tion ; but, as we have said, this exertion will not bo 
mad6 until it is too late, and until there be nothing left 
iu Egypt but chips and heaps of rubbish. 

After strolling through these euonnous enclosures 
we issued into the desert behind, and x^roceeded 
uorthw'ard towards the solitary hill which formed the 
necropolis of ancient Eilitliyas. Our friend * the enemy * 
had not yet reached it, and w'c saw him at some dis- 
tance from the base gesticulating most violently, and 
kicking his beast in the vain hope of accelerating its 
speed; whilst the Arab who had ejigagcd himself as 
donkey-boy — he was an aged youth of some seventy- 
live years — w'aa hobbling a hundred yards behind. We 
walked leisurely on, and arrived in time to witness M. 
Alphonse actually fortung his little donkey up the steep 
slope, and occasionally helping it by putting foot to 
ground on either side. Politeness induced us to resolve 
to wait until the operation was terminated ; but when ! 
the animal came to a dead stop, in spite of the contor- | 
lions of its rider, we began the ascent, and reached the j 
entrance of the tombs, after having been favoured wiUi ^ 
a grave salute in passing from ‘ the enemy,’ who did not 
ai)pc*ar to be aware that there was anything ludicrous 
ill Ids apx>earanco or situation. 

We soon ran over the principal tombs which guide- 
books authorise us to pronounce interesting. They are 
small in themselves, but are* connected by pits and 
rugged passages with very large unsculptur*^ caves, 
which x^rolmbly occupy the greater part of the space 
tliat was formerly one solid rock. The sculptures 
themselves are very curious and of high antiquity, but 
the state of their x>re8ervation is not at all satisfactory. 
They represent scenes of domestic and agricultural life 
ill a very quaint and amusing manner, and throw great 
light on Egyptian customs. It is from them that a 
groat portion of those ydluablo materials which have 
fed the iroagihations of fervid aarcliieologists baa been 
derived. We, who looked colinly on, and 1^4 no 
theories to support, did not see So much as oiw prede- 
cessors; but we had a double source of int^st— the 
first, in the contemplation of the sculptures tbem^ves ; 
the second, in that of the ingenitity which has toter- 
proted/tbem. ■ ' / ' ■■ ^ 

H, Aipbohse stalked solemnly; past ns rfmes 

duriugfour examination, garfn#Wth lack^^ at 

the tinted walls, and evidently going ^ 
w'ork fe'n matter of dtity* ,W^ nistflieiug In a 
huri^'^Ait^ we had visited the nimibered tombs, bejgan 


the rtMit, and finally clombe^ 
yexy sutomit of tlie bill, wbich is of an oVn| 4 
eiiditoly Imneycombed on all sides and W 
centre With excavations of all sizes. On tbe^ 
rfouTid ilq» traces of various tombs, and towWdS: ihe 
western exltotolb' ^ neatly ^ciit stelrcase l^ing dom 
I to a idatfom ui>oii which several chambers opened. 

: Here we found M. Alphonse, with his legs hanging over 
a precipito* engaged iii lij^itijng a cigar, and thought it 
our duty to address a polite observation to him. He 
seemed rather shy at first, but answered in very ver- 
nacular English' to tlie effbet that Egypt was a * wery 
hinteresting country.’ 

Thfwe was, now no mistaking the origin of ‘the 
enemy.’ Bow Bells had evidently filled his infant ears 
with their melody* But whence his uncouth appear- 
ance, his strange dress, and his outlandish name ? 
Whence, above all, the Oriental lady who travelled in 
habara and veil, ^cabined, cribbed, emfinod’ in a 
kanjia, under the protection of this unmistakable 
Cockney? Our curiosity became keener than ever. 
We remembered having caught a xiartial glimx>se of the 
countenance of the imprisoned lady as she returned 
with her lord from a siKirting excursion, and that we 
thought it ‘ beautiful exceedingly ’ — full of poetical 
melancholy suggestive of a romantic story. It was 
imjxissiblb to resist the temptation to be a little inqui- 
sitive; so we began in a round-about manner, taking 
care to repeat the high-sounding name of our myste- 
rious Mend as often as possible, and observing that 
• whenever it was pronounced lie winced in a moat 
remarkable manner. However, there was no extract- 
ing anything from him j and when, with a ‘ Good- 
morning, gents,’ he leaped down the preciiuce and 
scrambled towards his dittlo donkey, ho left us as 
much in the dark as ever about liis real condition aufi 
history. 

We endeavoured pliilosophically ti) dismiss the. sub- 
ject from our minds, and pursued onr investigations. 
We found, however, nothing but an intcrminablo suc- 
cession of cells, chambers, tombs, caves of various 
forms, but all evidently destined for sepulchral objects 
except one — a kind of underground cliapel M'ith ixmud 
pillars. The place reminded mo much of that Gcbel 
el Monta, or Mountain of the Dead, which overhangs 
the city of Siwah in the Oasis of Jupiter Ammon; 
the plans even of many of the tombs seemed x>reciscly 
similar. 

In the valley below the hill was an isolated rock, 
with two or three excavated caves of very great anti- 
quity. The lintels and jambs of the doorways were 
dimly oniamentcd with hieroglyphics ; but very little 
could be made out. We returned by a path leading 
north of the great brick - enclosures, and noticed a 
carious kind of thorn, with contorted branches covered 
with prickles, said never to bear leaves, but producing 
a kind of red berry, some of wdiich still remained, and 
were of au agreeable taste. On reaching tho boat we 
found that ‘ tlie enemy* had already started, and heard 
the chanting of his crew in tJio distance. We also 
pushed ofi’ about dark ; but although the men worked 
gallantly, it was impossible for our immemio galley, so 
swift under sail, to keep up with the light of ^ the 
enemy ’ when oars were brought into play. We heve^ 
saw anytiiing more of it. , 

Some montiis passed before wo ascertained the real 
state of the case ; and it was ratlier with a feeling of 
disappointment that we learned that M. Alphonse do 
Penthtev^^was no other tlian Mr Jones, ironmonger of 
— J^ndbu ; and that tlie Oriental lady, so 
jealously cohered from view, and whom we took to 
be some very immoral heroine, was actually Mrs Joa^ 
herself; lately extracted from a boarding 
Clapham. It appems that thia^ ^^^ lady, as 
the honeymoph was over, feW disgusted 
humdrum life of the capital khd, 
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Ibr eteliftbiedi Her own iiitoioal 

yfkmily Ai^iip^atioti of HigglRs; - So, her lord’ii inbaihs 
to twiTel nnitler a title takbn 
oat Ohe of her fbtottrito novels ; and the idea 

was bi^l^d the letter, She herself ha^ a mania 
ter ‘adopttee the coantrieB throngh 

wldcH ehr ^stej^^ oiit in a grisetteJs cap with 

flj^ng i^hhai at ; put a tower on her head in 
Normaadj^ i doimed the mantilla in Spain i and, iinalfy, 
hid her de^tftd little face under a veil in Egypt and 
Syrla^^-^' tt^^ true that in this latter case She missed 
s^ng a great d(^ ef what was curioua ; but her object 
was not to see, but to satisfy her mania. A very 
harthloss one it was, certainly, resulting in no other 
inconvenlehce than that of awaldng the intense derision 
of all the people amongst whom she sojourned, and of 
giving rise to speculations of a nature not very flat- 
tering. It Were to be desired that all travellers, |n 
the indulgence of their OGcentriclties, should be 8atlsfl<^ 
with making themselves ridiculous. 


THE POTTER OF TOURS. 

Amouo the cliolocst works of art contributed to the 
Great Industrial Exhibition by our French neighbours, 
\rere some enamelled earthenware vases of remarkably 
flne workmanship, and particularly worthy of Attention 
for their grotesque yet graceful dctcorations. These 
vases had, however, a still higher claim to distinction 
thaii that arising from their o>vn intrinsic value, for they 
were the workmansliip of one who may truly bo ranked 
among * nature’s nobles,* dtliough by birth and station 
owning no greater title than that of *• Cliarles Avisseau, 
tlio potter of Tours.* 

A worthy successor of Bernard Palissy,* ho hiis, 
like him, achieved the highest success in his art,, in 
spite of difficulties winch would have caused most 
other men to yield di^pairingly before wluit they 
>vonld have deemed their untoward fate, Charles 
Avisseau was born at Tours on Christmiis-day, In the 
year 1790. His father was a stone-cutter, but when- 
ever labour was slack in that department, he sought 
additional occupation in a neighbouring pottery. Wliile 
still a child, he used frequently to accompany his father 
to the factory. His eager attention was quickly attracted 
by the delicate workmanship of the painters in enamel, 
and before long he attempted to imitate their designs. 
*rhe nnister of the factory observed some flowers and 
butterflies wliich ho had sketched on a coarse earthen- 
ware vase, and at once perceiving that he gave promise 
of being a good workman, he engaged him in the service 
of the factory. 

The boy now began to feel himself a man, ajid entered 
with his whole soul into his work. By the dim and 
uncertain light of the one lamp around which the Avis- 

woidd spisniif Iteun afr w hour in tj^acing out new designa 
for the e^henwate he on the morrow. 

He was at first tc^ i>por to purcluise either pencil or 
paper, and Used to manofac^turc from clay the l^est 
substitute he could for the forteer, while he generally 
employed the walls of the aporiment as a substitute 
ter the latter. He applied Itimself indefatlgably to thf^ 
branch of his art — the difibreut varieties 
of earth^ the meth^^^ of baking ^em, the mode of 
producing &o.— until, after some years 

of patiehi; laMi^ In the huml^^ sltnation he had firat 
(krcupied, he |^t of auperi)^^^ 

the. manufactory^;i^:''fih|:’':p^^ ^ 

Hotels. He man: andj 

liaving mai^M;%%y w struggling with family 

cares penary, when one day there 
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whidl filled him ^th a transport of astonishment and 
deUght- Tliis was the d*ceuvre he had so often 
drained of, and lon^ to accomplish ; the colours 
wte» fimd on the ware without the aid of the white 
and tlie effect was exquisites 

> Wiose work is this msst^ieco?’ inquired the 
-young .man.' 

^ Tliat of Bernard Falissy,* was the reply ; ‘ a Humble 
potter by birth. He lived at Saintes th^e centuries 
ago, and carried with him to the grave the secret 
of the means by whirii his beautiful enamels were 
produced.*' 

‘Well, %eD,* thought Avisseau, will rediscover 
this great secret, if he^ was .a potter like me, why 
should not I be^me on artist like him ?* 

From tliat hour forward he devoted himself with the 
most unwearying perseverance to his great pursuit. 
He passed whole nights over the furnace; and although 
ignorant of cliemistry, and destitute of resources, in- 
struments, or books, he tried one experiment after 
another, in hopes of at length attaining the much- 
desired object. His neighbours called liim a madman 
and a fool; his wife, too gentle to complain, often 
looked on with satl and anxious eye as she saw their 
scanty resources diminishing day by day — ^wasted, as 
she conceived, in vain and fruitless experiments. All 
his hopes seemed doome<l te disappointment, and des- 
titution stared him in the face ; yet one more trial he 
determined to make, altliough that one he promised 
should 1x3 the last. With the utmost care he blended 
the materials of his recomposed enamel, and applied 
them to tlio ware, previous to placing it in the oven. 
But who can describe the deep anxiety of the ensmng 
horn', the hour on wliich the fonclly-chorislKHl hopes of 
a lifetime seemed to hang ? At length with beating 
heart and trembling hand he opemed the furnace : his 
ware was duly baked, and the colours of his enamel had 
undergone no change 1 This was a sufficient reward for 
all his labours ; and even to this day Avisseau con noirer 
speak of that moment without the deepest emotion. 

But his was not a mind to rest contented with what 
he had already achieved : he longed still further to 
perfect Ills art. He acconlingly gave up his situation 
in the factory, and opened a shop in Tonrs, where ho 
earned his livelihood by selling little earthenware 
figures, ornaments for churches, &c., wliilst he passed 
his nights in study and in making renewed experiments. 
He borrowed treatises on chemistry, botany, oudnuiio- 
ralogy; studied plants, insects, and reptiles; and suc- 
ceeded at last in comiiosing a series of colours which 
were all fusible at the same temperature. One more 
step remained to be ncliieved: he wished to introduce 
gold among his enamel; but, alas! ho was a poor 
man,* too poor to buy even the smallest piece of that 
precious metal. For many a weary day and night tlds 
thought troubled him. Let us transport ourselves for 
a few moments to the interior of his lowly dwelling, 
and see how this difflculty too was overcome. It is a 
winter’s evening ; two ruCn—Charles Avisseau arid his 
ten— ore seated at a table in the centre of the room ; 
they have worked hard all day, but are not the less 
intent upon their present occupation— that of moulding 
a vase of graceful and c)a6sic.form. Under their direc- 
tion, two young sisters are engaged in tracing the veins 
upon some virie-leaves wldch 1 m recently been ino- 
dellte by the artists ; wHile tho of the family, 

seated by tho cbimnisy-cbrrier, is euiployed.in grinding 
‘the cdteum teiP bor bus Her counto- 

naiipe gravity, although every now 

and then she to direct an anxious 
and mquirixigi^i^^ her goodman, whri seemed 

to te tw than usually pensiye. At 

last He speaking to liiirisrif than 

_ ,.,._e^ri8ri-td-0.thers! 

wSte able to procure tho 
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* Ton want gold I ’ quietly inquired his wife : ♦ here is 
Juy weddihg^ring : if it can help to make you happy, 
what better use con X put it to ? Take it, my husband 1 1 
God’s blessing rests upon it.’ So saying, she placed the 
long-tPBRsured pledge in Avisseau’s hand. He gazed 
upon it with deep emotion i how many were the asso- 
ciations connected witli that little circlet of gold->the 
pledge of his union with one who bad cheered him in 
his sorrows, assisted him in bis labours, ant aided him 
in his Btrugglesl And, besidesii would it not he cruel | 
to accept from her so great a sacridee ? On the other 
hand, however, the tcmptatldn was strong; he had so 
longed to perform this experiment! If it/sueeeeded, 
it would add so much, to the beauty of his enam^ : he 
knew not what to do. At length, hastily rismg from 
his seat, he left the house. Ho still retained the ring 
in Ills liand : a great straggle was going on in his mind ; 
but each moment the temptation to make the long- 
desired experiment gained strengtli in his mind, until 
at last the deaire proved irresistible. He hurried to 
the furnace, dropptid the precious metal into the cm- 
(iiblc, applied it to the Ware, which he then placed in 
the oven, and, after a night of anxious watching, held 
ill hia hand a cup, such as he had so long desired to 
sec, ornamented with gilt enamel ! His wife smiled as 
slie gazed tipon it, although at tho some time a tear 
glistened in her eye; and looking proudly upon her 
husband, she exclaimed: ‘My wedding-ring has not 
been thrown away ! ’ 

Still, Aviaseau, notwithstanding his genius, was des- 
tined to lead for many 5 'ears a life of poverty and ob- 
scurity. It was not until tlio year 1845 that 2il. Charles 
St!iU(;r, 11 barrister nt Tours, first drew attention to the 
great merit of some of the purees he had executed, and 
Iiersuaded him to exliibit them at Angers, Poitiers, and 
Paris. The attention of tho public once dircctiHl towards 
his works, orders began to flow in upon him apace. 
TJie President of the ;^public and the Princess Matilda 
Bonaparte are among his jiatrons, and tho most dis- 
tinguished artists and public men of the day are fre- 
quently to be met with in Ids atUkr. In tlio midst of 
all this unlooked-for success, Avisscau has ever main- 
tained the modest dignity of Ids character. 

M. Brongniart, the influential director of the great 
porcelain manufactory at Sevres, begged of him to 
nmiove thither, promising him a liberal salary if ho 
would work for tho Sdvres Company, and impart to them 
his secrets, ‘ I thank you for your kindness, sir,* replied 
the potter of Tours, * and I feel you are doing me a 
threat honour; but I wqidd rather eat my diy crust 
here as an artisan than live as an artist on the fat of 
the land at Sevres. Here I am free, and my own 
Jiiastcr : there I should be the projHirty of another, and 
that would never suit me.* 

AVlien he was preparing his magnificent vase for the 
Kxldbition, he was advised to emboss it with the royal 
arms of Enghmd. ‘ No,* he replied, * I will not do that. 
If Her Majesty were then to purchase my work, people 
might imagine I had ornamented it with these insignia 
ill order to obtain her favour, and I have never yet 
solicited the favour of any hiunan being I * Avissenu 
lias no ambition to become a rich man. He shrinks 
from the busy turmoil pf life-gloving his art for its 
own sake, and delighting in a life of meditative retire- 
ment, which enables him to mature his ideas, and to 
execute them Witli due deliberatlozi. 

In the swamps and in the meadows he studies the 
varied forms and habits of reptiles, insects, and fish, 
until he succeeds in reprcKlueiug them so 
life that one can almost fancy he sees theiiti wind^ 
themselves around the rushes^ or gUding beoea^ Bi© 
shelter of. the spreading waterj^leaveSi His 
dwelling, situated in one of the fkuboui^ 
well of a visit. Here He and hk 

twenty years of age, who prbml^s to in ^ery 
respect a worthy successor to Ms fothet^-^ay be fojmd 


at all hours of the day labouiing with unrcm 
diligence^ A room on the ground - floor fornis the 
artist’s atudio and museum : its walls aire 
cages, ill which are contained a numei^us frunily of 
frogs, sn^es, lizards, caterpillars, &c., whii^ are in- 
tended ft) servo as models ; rough sketches, broken 
busts, hal4flni6hed vases, lie scattered around. Tho* 
furnaces -arc constructed in a littlo shed in the garden, 
and one of them has been half-demolished, in order to 
render it capable of admitting the gigantic vase which 
Avisseau has sent to the Great Exhibition. There wo 
trust the successor of Bernard Palissy will meet with 
the success so justly due to his unassuming merit, and 
to tht^persevering genius whidh carried him onwards to 
Ms goal in the midst of so much to discourage, and 
with so little help to speed him on his way. 


‘ A LOST ABT.’ 

In No. 407 of this .Toumal there is an article en- 
titled ‘ A Lost Art,* in which is mentioned the juggling 
trick of swallowing water, and then vomiting it again 
under the semblance of wine, &c. On reading it I 
remembered having read an explanation of tins feat 
somewhere, and on examination found an account of 
it in an intelligent little book for its time, * Experi- 
mental l*hiloBophy, by Henry Power, Doctor of Physick, 
London, 1064.* His account, after describing the changoB 
produced in vegetable infusions by acids, &c. is us 
lollows : — ‘By, which ingenious commixtion of spirits 
and liquors did Floram Marchand, that famous water- 
drinker, exhibit those ram tricks and curiositys at 
London of vomiting all kind of liquors at his mouth. 
For, first, before he mounts the stage, he always drinks 
in his private chamber, fasting, a gill of the decoction of 
Brasil ; then, making his appearance, he presents you 
with a xiailfal of lukewarm water, and twelve or thirteen 
glasses, some washed in vinegar, others with oyl of 
tartar and oyl of vitriol; then he drinks four-and-twenty 
glasses of the water, and carefully taking up the glasse 
which was washed with oyl of tartar, he vomits a reddish 
liquor into it, which presently iS brightned up and 
tinged into perfect and lovely claret. After this first 
assay, he drinks six or seven glasses more (the better 
to provoke his vomiting), as also the more to dilute and 
empale the Brasil decoction within him ; and then he 
takes a glass rinsed in vinegar, and vomits it full, which 
instantly, by its acidity, is transcoloured into Englisli 
beer, and vomiting also at the same time into another 
glass — which he washes in fair water— he presents the 
spectators with a glass of paler claret or Burgundian 
wine; then drinking again as before, he picks out 
the glass washed with oyl of vitriol, and, Tomitlog 
a faint Brasil - water into it, it presently appears to ho 
sack — and perchance if he washed the one half of the 
gloss With spirit of sack, it would have a faint odour 
and flavour of that wine also. He then begins his 
carouse again, and drinking fifteen or sixteen glasses, 
till he has almost extinguished the strength and tincture ' 
of his Brasil-water; he then vomits into a vinegar-glass 
again, and that presents white wine. At tint next dis- 
gorgement — ^when his stomach is full of nothing but clear 
water, indeed, which he has filled so by the excoedmg 
quantity of water which at every hd-erval he drinks^he 
then deludes the spectators by vomiting rose-water, 
angelica -water, and oinnamoU- water, into those glosses 
which have been formerly washed with those spirits. And 
thus was that famous cheat performed, and indeed acted 
with such a port and fiowing grace by that Italian 
bravado, that he did hot onely strike an admiration into 
vul^i^ hei^s and common sp^tators, but even into the 
judicious and more knowing part of men, who could not 
readily find out the ingenuity of his knavery.* From 
this it would appear that the method used was the aaihh 
with that of the Wizards of the present day ; with |lfla 
difirerentx^tHai, in accordance with the tastes of a thfler 
age, they formerly used their stomachs as xecej^hcl^ for 
the liqttdr, whereas in the pr^nt more fliitidious age 1 
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THE MEDXOCRACY. 

A MATT of gonm 9 was onco sitting in A thoatro looking 
with wonder at the liappy faces around him, and 
listening in perplexity to tiic shouts , of liiughter that 
echoed on all sides. The piece was a ^or m^iocrity, 
the language tamo, the epigram pointless; and at 
length his surprise merging in disgust, and that in 
testinesB and ill -humour, with a sweeping glance of 
angry superiority he loft the house. Our man of 
genius >vas not sorry for himself: he did not regret 
tliat he could not be diverted like other people, but 
was indignant witli them for finding amusement in 
wliat was weariness to him. 

He would now pass tlio evening with a book. It 
should bo a book of recreation, for his mind wanted 
unbending : a clever novel would be better than a dull 
play. But how to choose ? He was but little acquainted 
with that deportment of literature, and he determined 
to take extensive popularity as the test 6f merit. 
Casting his eye, therefore, along tlie shelves of the 
circulating library, ho fixed upon a spot where the 
volumes were frailer and dingier in appearance than 
elsewhere, and selected tlie frailest and dingiest of* 
them all: At homo with his prize, he sat down to 
be happy. But he was not happy. The book was 
commonplace. It had no interest, no story, no fancy, 
no character. Ho espnfounded the personae ono with 
another. They seemed to be always drinking tea, and 
arguing about something or other — he did not know 
what. They soon began to mingle and fiit before his 
heavy eyes ; their voices sank into a drowsy mono- 
tone ; his head drooped lower and lower ; and at length 
as his brow rapped the table, he started up in renewed 
indignation. But tliis time Ms anger was ^ sieklled 
o’er with the pale cast of thought.’ He looked curiously 
at the torn and stained leaves, the folded corners;^ 
tokens of the patient interest which would take the 
next opxM>rtimity of returning to a labour of love — the 
half-obliterated traces of soine crltlctd pencil, expressive 
of dissent or admirationv Ha calculated i n imagination 
the number of pehisiila Ibhad taken to change perma- 
nently tlio TCiy calour of the paper: TOen a vision rose 
before Mm of the th^tjs^ h^ with ^ 
fUces an^ applauding ; and iiir disdain ;^ah to 
give way b^ore an oppr^yo sense of magnitude and 
multituder'.'' 

But he must spend his oyeniinilE somehoWr^ 
resolyed:.;i^ainst y^rk; and takii^^ 
its -^ngatirtg. it';tQ; ; 

forth ■.for'.aue. of the drawln^ri^c^/to . 

enfr^c.'’--' -potie the ligUt85''-'riie;: 

fair 


drew near to group after group, that the buzz of voices 
might resolve for his gratification into articubite dia- 
logue. But what dialogue! Without thought, without 
spirit, without substance— more pointless than the play, 
tamer than the novel, and minus the grace of manner 
which pleaded for the one, and the elegance of language 
which concealed tbo poverty of the other, it seemed the 
very ciuintessencc of commonplace. In ono or two 
corners ^ question of literary or social interest wa^s 
discussed ; but these corners were avoided by tbo 
throng, who listened with the most animated attention 
to platitudes which, if turned into print, could hardly 
Jhave amused even the most devoted ntivel - reader, 
the philosophical observer, however, was no longer 
indignant ; his disdain was lost in a kind of awe, as 
the audience at tho ifiay, the countless readers of the 
book, and the brilliant assembly beiuro him, all met'aud 
min|^^ in a single body, which seemed to overwhelm 
and ctfush him with its vastness. * I was wrong,’ said 
he, communing wth himself, as he elongated his hat 
again to go out into the street : ‘ my contempt arose 
from ignorance — my indignation from weakness; the 
Mediocracy is a great jwwer, which can neither bo 
wounded by the one nor intimidated by the others’ 

He was right. ‘ Mediocre’ and * comraonpbico,* used 
as terms of contempt, are meaningless when applied 
to the great body of the age. Beneath this body 
the lower inteUigtnices indicate imperfect beings ap- 
proaclimg gradually tlie standard : above it, the higher 
intelligences are merely a fey offshoots thrown out 
4nto tho future — -the pioneers aud forlorn -holies of 
the present. It is on the main body genius depends 
for nourishment and rew^ard. When genius says it 
speaks to the future, it means the future of the present 
commonplace generation ; for this generation is the 
parent of everything that y ill be excellent and glorious 
in the coming time. Let not genius suppose itself to 
be anything independent or self-existing ; for it derives 
its origin, force, and authority from the commonplace 
mass it affects to fiespise. Napoleon was literally, what 
he has been called in another sense, * the man of tbo 
age;’ for if the thought which governed his cariscr had 
not existed, though yrithout form and void, in the 
French mitidy he would have beoti but a stunted corporal 
after alL Scott could not of Minself have brought about 
a revoluribh in romance; the public taste | 

had been ^ a state of prijpjfration, ho would have 
^Titteft hi vMu," (^ius) in sliort, must be en rapport 
with the time it a^dr^aes, or electric force will have 
no ^ 

Tina Ca^idns the reason why commonplace 
ture ideostea cemmahplace and why commoA 

place are iii their 
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^mpany. If you dc<«iro an igUomt imfi to chooao 
between a book of ftoiom-c and a novel, lite cboloe will 
flill upon the nov<^, because that Iwlongs to a siKjeios of 
litoratuire ho comprt^honds. lie caw tbcl an interest In 
persons and personsl adventures, wliieb docs not seem 
.to him to attach to vwwwniwgs and oxj)erlmehts j and, 
in like mannoi^ if tha novel develops somtl high pnn- 
citdo, or is entiohed with profound tliought, h<* will 
milingiy exchange it for another better adapted to tbe 
oalibro of a commonplace mind. So, in company, like 
affects like, A commonplace tnan will always have tlie 
majority in hia fiivour. Wo do not listen to a celebrity 
becOuso wo are interested in wlwt he says. If that were 
1 written in a book, wo of the mediocracy would not cut 
the leaves ; but hearing it ttom the man himself 
wore, wo take it as a part of tlio sliow. When the star 
I of the evening has disappeaSfed, then our true jdeasuro 
begins, and that consists iu oxchanaing commonplace 
seiitimonts with our commonplace friends on what we 
have seen and hoard. The universal buzz that runs 
tlirough the room is not tho buzz of applause, but of 
busy solf'Satisfiiotion. Wo arc exorcising an inslim^t 
of otir commonplace being, and deriving from the exor- 
cise the enjoyment which beneficent nature annexes to 
the fulfilment of hex commands. 

The mediocracy do not Iwdong to any particular 
class, but tliey include tlie great body of the«re‘‘i»oeta- 
billty of the people. They have little iictive power, 
but their passive force is immense. They seldom 
trouble themselves to attack, but they are greiit in 
resistance { and fr)r this reason few persons dare 
openly to oppose them, although many open a safety- 
valve fbr their indignation in contempt and abuse. 
What is Bloomcrism but a ]mbUc acknowledgment of 
tbe might of tho mediocracy -an agitation for carrying 
a eimngc of measures through a committee of the 
V hole house ? The ladies of tliis faction arc not satis- 
fied witli changing tlieir own mea-jures j they must 
have the sanction, tho homologation, of the medio- 
cracy. Without this they would eoiiBider their pro- 
ceedings illegal, and c<|oy no rest of conscience. It 
is even so m lUo matter of hats. Many persons are 
dissatisfied with tho custom wo have of carrying an 
empty oblong bandbox on our bonds, and go about 
agitating for a change of fasliion. Why so? — why uot 
please yourselves, gentlemen?— Ah ! that is all very 
well; but wdiat would the mediocracy say? Some 
lime* ago we n^ceived a commanication from several 
persons, proposing an assoi'iation of strong-minded 
bretlm*ii who woro to eombiuo for the purposo of 
lotting tlio beard grow, ft was sxipposed tliat the extra- 
ordinary countenance tbesi* birsuto conspirators would 
show to one another might make a favourable impres- | 
sion upon the xmhlic ; but there appeared to be a | 
timidity in their initiatory proceedings wdilcli was not ! 
encouraging : tho missive came in the fonu of a Round j 
Robin. I 

In somo nations mediocrity, as a power, is itrongor 
than in otliers; but China may be i>ointed to as ili 
grand stronghold. Tin's fiowory land is the centre of 
tho world of commonpliice. It has p# ignorant classes 
in one sense of tlie word ; all are educated up to a 
certain point of mediocrity, and genius is kept down 
by main for(x*. To surpass the standard wor]^ of tho 
languagfi^-Hiitandartl two or tlireo thousand years ago 
-^is an ofXbnce at law ; and even if ’It wore not so^ the 
Celestial mediocracy would turn away witli contempt 
from anything that appeared to be diimrent in thought 
or manner frw ihefr ^claaslca.’ An emp^ desired 
to read a Cliineso vemjot of New TestahenS: and 
having graUM Ids curWtjr, he returned it with the 
Binii>lo roMThf ‘ It is not classicfd.* Tliis was eUiOUgh. 
The judgment ran like wUdflr0 through the countrv, 
and « third part of mankind vragged their tails in 
tritnuph. 'the i)oor outside bmharions! Their great 
bpok Yosembled neither Ibe She-king, nor the Ifc-kblg» 


nor the Shoe-king! A groat part of the literature of 
China consists of novels and poetry. In tho one, they 
represent their own manners to tho life, and are never 
weary of contemplating tho commomdace Image ; in 
the othbr^ they Illustrate thoir own mlno in all Us happy I 
destitution of thoughts and Ideas. Tho schoolmaster 
publishes his verses b^ pasting them on tbe door-post ; 
the cook glorifies his kitchen-walls in the same manner ; 
all China writos verses ; and a conventional edict con- 
stitutes all versps poetry. 

Among thewrostem nations, thcmediocrocy of England 
may be itckoned tlic strongest. Genius is more afraid 
of it thath elsewhere ; and eccentricity docs not shew I 
itsolf in public lest it should be mobbed. It was not 
her mjddlo -classes, but her modiooraey, that saved 
Englanu in the late revolutionary year. The medio- 
oracy could n(»t make out the genius of Red R(*pub- 
licauism ; and it is to tho present moment a standing 
puzzle wdth tliis (‘ommonplnec body, how ignorunco 
and erimo are to be enlightened and reformed by having 
tho government of tho country and the fortunes of the 
age intrusted to their discretion. Loyalty, liberty, 
religion*-" thcso% are tho three great thoughts of the 
English mediocracy, who are as nbuiidantly satisfied 
as the Chinese can bo with their own She^liuq. 

It is a pity that there should exist any misconception 
as to the power and vastuess of the inccliocracy. I’hc 
struggles of genius are ^ ain, its auger unphilosophical, 
its scorn ridiculous ; and the fact is now so well 
known, that in good society a man of genius is rarely 
recognisable. Wliy should it be otherwise? Would 
a visitor rush with an Indian warwdioop into a roomful 
of Quakers, or get upon the table niid stand on his 
head to aumse tii<* company? But the presence of 
geiiiuB, tljougli not rocognihed, is felt ; onlivtmiiig 
commonplace and elevating mediocrity, un(*ousciously 
I alike to itself and its mdghbours. it is just so as 
regards literature. A book to be* prosperous must Ik* 
iH rapport witli tlio circle it aildresses; and it needs 
not be the less really talented for assuming such a 
garb as will let it pass freely in the erow^d. Tran- 
quillity and modesty aru imt inconsistcut witli dignity, 
and tlioy are essential to permanent sucK'Css. Extra- 
vagance and pretension may ninkc* people start* for a 
time ; but not baring the sympathy of the inedhKTJicy, 
they pass quickly into oblivion. This is tho en<l of 
many works tliat to tho few appear to deserve u 
iKittcr fate ; tmd, on tho other hand, it i>oints to the 
reason why uuinerous productions, of no >a1uo what- 
ever in critical eyi*s, maintain a place* for a 

whole generation. Such is tho x)owor of the Medio- 
cracy; and we humbly trust that in these few remarks 
there will be found satisfactory evidence of tlie homage i 
wp render it ourselves. i 


THE BOURGEOIS WEDDING. 

A TALB. 

A wfippiNO iu tlie middle and humbler classes of 
society riu Franco is a very difibront thing from a 
wedding iu England. Tlio double ceremony befiore the 
fHoos and iu church takes place eariy in the morning 
or in the afternoon. This over, in most cases the 
wlmle wedding-party adjouim to some celobratod house 
outside the banior, vhsiM they sit dowit to dimier 
about six, to rise niiout eleven. Then <!anclng begins, 
continuing in most coses until six o'clock in the morn- 
ing. Ttie Vliitovi thisi go away to take a little zv*st, 
meatiiig agalii $$ and dancing once more all 

night. it a third night ; but in geiu ral 

zeason^ilh pCCf^ sro MitentCd with two ; while those 
who him sMgthitig a litrie above the ordinary run 
of midd|a-dbM» society, aotvally stop at one. 



Hector BuibiDet was an irpnmoi^g«i^ in a large way 
of businesa iiv t^o Hue St Denia, an and, he was 

proud to say, very nearly eligible to the deputation. 
Young, rich, and tolerably good-looking, he was the 
ad^ation of all the po^s and maninias, with mar- 
ria^ble di»i$;htero, in tbo (luarter. like most of 
Ids clasS} Hector was some time not at all inclined 
to yield up his liberty too readily* Hot tPt a French 
husband enjoys mnoh liberty wh<^ married than 
r but the class whicli has grown licb spd ppwer- 
^ fi^ce iT89—t)m citizen or htmrgeoU clay— appears 
more under the influence of their wives than the 
humbler or more elevated classes. 1 think this may 
be easily explained. The middle-classes ore in^seneral, 
thoiij^h great gri^mblers, nch, contented, and happy. 
They naturally, then, like ease and tranquillity, and 
married men in general seem to agree that submission 
to the gentle influence of the female head of the family 
is the surest inode of obtaining this desirable state of 
affairs. I have often remarked mys^f, in this great 
city, called in France the capital of Europe, that if you 
want a specimen of the genua familiarly known as 
^ a briito of a husband,* you must look for him among 
the speculative, reckless traders, who, with little credit 
and less capital, try to flght the battle of life. Ho it is 
that rules his home with an iron rod, and has a meek, 
trembling, submissive wife, who never^iffers from liini 
in opinion until the day when a reasonable chance of 
separation offers. To my ideas, this speaks volumes 
in favour of that phase of matrimony wlicre at all 
events the wife enters heartily into the counsels of the 
family, and has at least hot proportionate share of 
influence in its government. 

Hector Bubinet was, however, of a different opimon. 
Ills idea of matrimony was severe. He wanted a wife ; 
who wwild yield to him in all things, have no will of 
her own, and never even venture to differ from him 
ih opinion. From tw'cnty to tliirty he vainly sought 
the object of his wishes. He fbund plenty of young 
ladies who were as gentle as lambs— who looked models 
of excellence — whose very tone seemed to promise all 
he could desire ; but Hector was a physiognomist, i 
and ever found some alarming symptoms in the fair 
and youthful aspirants to matrimonial honours around 
him. One had an eye which spoke volumes of energy ; 
another liad a mouth witlx an authoritative curl ; another 
had a detennined chin ; wdiile a fourth had an inde- 
pendent wave about her hair which looked serious. In 
their way of sitting, walking, dancing, Hector could 
find some sign of incipient rehcllion agidnst the sove- 
reignty of man ; and at last it was agreed in the neigh- 
bourhood that he would settle down into an old bache- 
lor, and leave all his disposable cash in some eccentric 
English wray. 

One day, however, at a small party given by a sedate 
married coupje of ttio Rue Bambuteau, tlxo eye' of 
Hector feU Upon u ^uito a stnmger to 

who drew his nttbntinn ^ once. She wsts abq^b 
and-twenty, fair, with ^ w^hitO» dear complckidh^ lUid 
a tendency to which of itself was pn^- 

misingr iihalie Poussihque ha^ inoreov^ir^ a. s^ 
sleepy bye, a full mouth, a riowj UsethodS^ 

:■ plain 'way of wearing, her He - ’Blade 

She .had :no fortune ; 

■under' '.^ .protectiou 
he '■taet'-''jier, and appeared, - ''in;::'lb^ 
person world to bo a bwbjfiis^^ 

wifo.' ■■■ 'V 


The wedding was fixed the very next day* 3^^ 
the cpDBtonation in several families, y ho hfid i^ade 
up their minds to Hector not marrying, and looked 
Upon him as a fhture generous old ho-didbr, who wbuld 
make *ho children, be useful and Hberal 

at weddin^i be constant in his distribution of ’’gifts 
on ^*MC’-|f‘yHay^ fact, Who would spend his 
money in ; h F»y satisfactory to the feelings of his 
friends in general. But now this hope was gone^ 
Hector was going to marry, would have children of 
liis owh, a wife to dress, 4c. » and thrir visions vanished. 
Still all who were invited went to the wedding. It 
was a splendid affair. Hector hod spared no expense 
with the /rousaaa«« of his future wife: he had been 
liberal, even generous ; and she looked so quietly 
beautiful and happy in her white satin dress, wreatli of 
roses, and rich Monde veil, that all gave an involun- 
tary meed of praise to his good taste. Slib Imd near 
her a beauty of another kind. This one , was about 
seventeen — a very child in form and expression, and yet 
exquisitely lovely. Her hair waved, however, in alarm- 
ing ringlets over her shoulders ; her eye, though mild,- 
was full of latent fire ; and her beautiful mouth 
laughingly exposed white and pearly teeth, which 
mado Hector shudder with terror at tlio bare idea of liis ' 
having fleeted sucli a wife. She came with lleciloris 
epusin, St Clair, a schoolmistress, who had brought 
her up from childhood, and who treated her ns a visitor 
rather than a boarder, the young lady being an orphan 
ni}der the guardianship of an only brotlier. 

^ The marriage took place at tlie parish dm rch, and 
then the whole party adjourned to a celebrated restau- 
rant outside the Barrforc de TEtoile, in the Avenue de 
Neuilly. Dinner had been ordered for six o’clock, 
and in the meantime the party Avandered in the fields 
bdxind the house, each lady taking the arm of a gcritlo- 
mani Hector proposed a walk as tar as the Bois de 
Boulogne. 

‘No,’ said his wife very quietly ; ‘ it is too for, and 
will fatigue us before w'o begin to dance. I am going 
to sit down upon the grass.’ 

Hector gave a. look of wild astonishment at his 
meek and submissive partner, but she appeared not 
to notice it, sitting down on the grass amid a regular 
tittej from the whole company. Hector Bubinet said 
nothing : he recollected that it was Ids wed«iing-day, • 
and that at all events he could not venture upon sliew- ' 
ing authority on such an occa.sion. Nothing further 
occurred to mar the happiness of the hour, and six 
o’clock soon came round, with its splendid dinner, its 
abimdant wine, its laughter and merriment. As usual, 
the banquet was kept up until a late hour, and it was 
eleven o’clock when the tables were cleared away for 
the first quadrille. 

About an hour later, while the music was sounding 
merrily, and Hector Bubinet was resting after a polka, 
breathing the fresh air with his wife at the open 
wmdow, an elegant cab drew up at the door. It con- 
tained a young man, and a little groom stood behind. 
The yoimg man did not get out : ho api^eored simply 
listening to the niusic. Hector Buhinct at once recog- 
nised liim, as one of the habitual visitors at Neuilly 
Palace — Charles de J!kfpnsigny--*'a fovourito companion 
of the Duke of Orlesns. IJe was a dissipated young 
man, who had already almost grown weary of life, pr 
ratlier who had eeawd to find the least zest or excite- 
ment in a botHinual round ef pleasures. He had that 
evening whist with the royal circle, and was 

retur^^4o Paris: to at^the Cafo de Paris with 
some of his'pwn set.':--' . 

Hoetpr Bubinet darted aewu^ the K)om, down tUeS 
stairs, and: into the street. Charles do Monsigny wa|t:4 
the son oif the landlord ^ Whose estate Hector liad bM ' 
borh ; th^ had been playmates fogether, and 
hod never.. ;forg^tten their earfeilfiendship; . 

-’‘M. M^:V'ObUiiiV lie soidy/rljpost oute:;of;::^]Mttb»' 




CH^BBES’S BDINBUROH JOUllS^. 


m 


fir ;■ 


iM.. 


jwbjjfniBe ypuv I tiid not venture 
tu send ypu a fi?irinid Vut as you ere here, I 

hope you will favour ’ — — r 

, * And so, nay poor Hector, V implied the young man, 
leaping but of hia csabiiolet, ^ we are getthig Uiarried I 
Whaf,ca«.']haye:^iyi^^^^ n6 .desperate a.3C^ve? *■ ' .; 
■.- :>.^yhi0to's5^t, ;yau’''^^^ satirical t. iSutXiiave 

found a X shall have the ItbUour to 

is,’ aildod ho in a whisper, 

‘ eveiiy:%iug.I could wishr-^knows no will but 
wUl scarcbly uuless I give her titeit Icave.^ 

: ‘ ToU are yery my dear Hector/ continued 

Charles in a tone of lialfTatTection, lialf-8arca8ni;^‘that 
ia to say, if one pah ever call a married man happy.* 

‘ Ah, M. ie Couiit, your turn will come !’ 

* Mine ? Kever I I could not take the trouble. I 
bongratulate you on your courage, but must beg to 
dcclino following ia your footsteps.* : 

At tliis moment they eutered the ball-nKim, and 
Hector, in a loud voice, introduced Count Charles de 
Monsigny to his wife, who received him most graciously. 

‘ I am very proud of the honour you do us,* she. said 
bowing, * and I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you 
at our country-house.* 

‘Our country-house!* stammered Hector, avoiding 
the eyes of his aristocratic friend, , 

‘ Aly dear,* replied Athalie in a firm and resolute 
tone, ‘ I assuro you we must have a country-house. 
I have been brought up in the country, and could not 
hahitually sleep in sthe dense air of the Rue St Denis.’ 

‘ 1 highly approve madame’s taste,* said . Charles 
gravely, * and shall be moat happy to visit you iu your 
rural retreat. X like to see conjugal liappiuess, thougli 
not a marrying-inan myself.* 

Hector madii no reply ; he was completely overcome. 
Ho secretly yielded to despair. X^here was in his heart 
no power of resisting the quiet, positive way of iiis 
young wife. The dancing at this moment coaled, and 
Akhaiie, taking the count’s arm, moved to walk round 
the room. As she did so she caught a meaning look 
exchanged between the friends. 

* M. Hector is a happy man/ said the count politely, 
as they advanced round the mlon. 

* Do you think so?* replied Athaiic slily. 

‘ Certainly. He evidently thought lie had married a 
fool, and he finds that he has married his master/ smd 
(vliarles, who had all the cool impudence of his class^ 
that of Frenchmen of the world. 

Athalie made nd reply, quite convinced that it was 
lucky for her she had not taken the count for her 
husband : he would not have beei^ so easily deceived 
in her character; or, if he had, would not have yielded. 
The music again struck up, and Mow Rubiuet being 
engaged, introduced her young friend to De Monsigny 
as ^ partner.' The count readily acquiesced, determin^ 
to join in the spirit of the afifair. He was certainly a 
ilttle amused at the coolness with which Athalie gave 
him a mere chUd to dance with ; but he accepted her 
with a good grace. He Was puzzled, however, what to 
say tqso young a gu-l 6f tlie Itourgeoi^ class. It was 
his first attempt, ahd it made hini feel far more hosita*. 
tion than he wQi^d at meeting with one of his own 
rank under similar citotimstanccs; 

‘ Are you fond of daubing ? - said the count to a 
patronising tone.' 

‘ Yes, mousieuf, veiy foud : aU ^Hs at my age Jtoii/ 
but I never daheb rnth pleasuite at^a 
hot why-^it 'seetortbb;g^^ be treated'eo 

> ‘I admire who 

ilioweyer,' vpb|iped:::’^^^ ahobsarvip^^'' 

I; :jp&' in- the;;.- habit ' pf ; .c0Us]4'ttog 

At® S't.'Cliai^'iirislied ■nte.loycome, ■and 'X-'caiiie.’ y.-; 




sation with his yogug companion. He spoke of music, 
the fine arts, poetrjrv evea of politics, and found that on 
allV^hesevtopics he had met his master, v The; .young 
girl had evidently been wholly devoted to study from 
her iuihncy,, and had profited; largely by her reading 
and tWiiktog. The young mito was equally surprised 
and pleased ; 8b fhucU so, that for thb rest of the evening 
ho aevotcd^Untolf exclusively to heri and towards 
mbming be^hto so fascinated that to loWy whispered 
tohes ,nme a solemn declaratioii pf love, and said, 
that cohld"; he ^ found worthy of such a wife, he 
would be happy to set aside all his prejudices, and 
marry. , Ine young girl made Mm some jocular reply, 
and theh rose, just as the party broke up, to join Mww 
StClaiif ^ 

Next day Charles had pot forgotten the passion of 
the previous evening ; but he no longer felt imder the 
influence of the feelings which had made him speak so 
plainly. He certainly recollected all her many per- 
fections of person and character, and thought that had 
she been one of his own class he would certainly have 
been tempted to, follow up the acquaintance so auspi- 
ciously commen^bd. But slie was a little bourgeoke, 
and he did not even know her name. He therefore 
resolved to think no more of her, but to make up his 
mind to the fact, that he had spent a very pleasant 
evening, quite sure that he would be as easily for- 
gotten as he himself would forget. Ho pursued his 
usual pleasures— went to the Opera,' played billiards, 
loungf^ away l^js existence, and tried to persuaxle 
himself that he was far happier than if he had created 
a happy home, and sought a good and affectionate 
Wife. 

About a month later he was driving up the Champs 
Elys^es with a pair of horses and a pine ton, when his 
eye caught sight of tlio young girl walking amid the 
fashionable crowd on the boulevard arm-in-arm with 
Mtt*c St Clair. She w.as very pale and thoughtful, he 
perceived, and his heart smote him. Tt might be 
through his inconsiderate conduct the other evening. 
Ho pulled in his horses^ threw the reins to a servant, 
and hurried towards them. Ilis quick glance caught 
that of the young girl, who coloured violently, and 
Boemod about to pass. 

‘Ah, mademoiselle I* ho cried, in a tone of genuine 
delight, ‘ I am so happy to have liad tins chance of 
meeting with you. I did not catch your name the 
other eviuiiug, or I should luive called and thanked you 
fbr the pleasure I enjoyed in your society.* 

The young girl smiled, and looked at M'uc CJmr. 

‘We shall be happy to sec you,* said she, handing 
her card to the count, * any Thursdays evening when 
you arc disengaged.* 

*I sliall avail myself with delight of your kind offer,’ 
replied tlie count. ‘And now, will you allow me to 
ofifer you both a seat in my carriage ? I was about to 
drive, to St Cloud before dinner,’ 

Mhw St Clair bowed acquiescence, and next minute 
Charles de Monsigny had the young girl by his side, 
her eyes sparkiUiig-r-her whole face beaming with 
satisfaction. Away ibey drove, hundreds of fair ladies 
Olid: numerous hbriemen bowing to the count as he 
went, and casting curious eyes oh his companions, 
especially on Mmo st Olmr, Who^uiffdrtunately, was a 
Mttto jQ^ar-dreBsed'^an unp^ in the eyes of 

FmohVrefinora^t, On<^ ho coloured vio- 

hntty as impcntitie^ well-known 

fasliiionables wp^ leveled Ht her ; but thaifascinating 

and singular powar of 
bbs^vatjUtoilto^^ companion, soon 

;made"'|^r;;;|iM but the pleasure.of 

■in a promise to 

visit bS But next Tlmrs- 

4ay ipd & weiit tbpp^ his heart tpM him 
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that he was ea^rly cxp^tod ; that t^^ young girl would 
be toayed in her best to greet hiuij aUd would su#er 
disappointment nt his %ilurc. But some of liis Mends 
had satirised the appearance of lus new aequaliit^ce, 
aiid he was not proof a^^iist the power of sarcasm. 
He indeed felt that on the occasion of his second inter- 
vieif be had been far moi^ seriously indiienced by her 
charms than before, but still he could notsreconcile his 
mind to the fact of mairying into a olas^^ which was 
not his owii, Yet he both felt that his ajOTections 
were engaged^ and he had bdiaved badly to the 
girl. His attention had been so n^ked^ and 
been received with such evident pleasure, that 
this was qiiite plain. He plunged once more into 
the turmoil of the world -“played, danced, joined cham- 
pagne supi^ers, and did cyerything which coitld banish 
thought and deqdeu feeling. All was in vain; but 
though lie could not resist, he had no intention of 
surrendering. lie thought of travel, and one morning 
rose early with a view to making the necessary pre- 
parations. lie sat at breakfast in deep thought: at 
length he took up his i)6n, and ha^^ily dashed ofT a 
letter, which he sent to be put in the post by one of his 
servants. 

This done, be seemed easier in his mind. But still 
there was an air of restless impatience about him, as if 
he expected some one or sometliing. At last he took 
a book, called for a Turkish hookah, and sat down to 
try and calm himself with reading and smoking. Again 
it proved a vain attempt; when, yust as his j)atience 
was at an end, a servant entered and announced a 
visitor - Captain Edgar Senincourt-Wiirville, a young 
noble who Jiad sought distinction in Africa in the 
service of the new dynasty. 

‘ Ah, Edgar, my good Mend,’ said he rising; ‘you come 
in the very nick of time. I was as dull as a inummy. 
But' what is the matter ? You look more like an angry 
lion than a good-natured friend who has called in to 
pass a Mendiy hour.’ - , 

‘ Monsieur, 1 come here ou grave and solemn busi- 
ness. I come to ask an account of the .life and honour 
of my only sister Adela dc Senincourt-Warville.’ 

* My dear fellow, what mean you? Vour sister!— I 
never saw her.* 

‘When you met my sister at the wedding of M. 
Hector liubinet, where she had . very improperly been 
taken by M^o St Clair, yop amused yourself all the 
evening by paying attention to her, iind before morn- 
ing you naide a declaration which the |>oor child took 
in earnest.' 

‘ Ha ! and she was your sister?’ cried Charles, looking 
the picture of blank surprise. 

‘ She was ; but had she been the veriest petite hour- 
geoiac of the liuc Eroidmantcau, she merited more 
honourable treatment at your hands. Quito inexpe- 
rienced in the world's ways, she went home to think 
over your words, and to repeat them to Maie St Clair, 
who, supposing you knew her roxik, encouraged her 
to think of you as one who might become her suitor 
in earnest. But you came nbt ^ 

* I knew neither her name nor address * 

‘ You could have obtAined both from M. RubineV 
continued the captain severely; ‘but I pass that. You 
met them : you ran to meet them ; made excuses fbr 
your apparent neglect ; took them a drive ; tailed Ibr 
three hours to my sister, and at parting said : I shall 
ask you next Thursday to deci& the happiuess of my 
life.’” .' V.' ^ ■ 

‘ She told you that ? * : 

‘She told me nothing. 'V^hen tlte evimigipi8e8ed 
without your eoming, the |KKW^ by 

disap^intment, woun^ pri4e«^d gt^ , told it in 

■ a paSsijchMU;e''bur^ of 
repeated; it all to me, when I askedi. m 
of her pallor and lowness* of spirits. Ahu now, mon- 
sieur, that I have told you ot my sistei?a. weakness, 


theie ^mains but for the to put it out ot yoU^ power 
for eyer to boast of your facile conquest.’ , ' " V ; 

‘1 boast !’ cried Charles indignantly: ! 

; ‘You allowed others to talk to you in a Way to TdstiiV 
thesu^tesi^/ /- 

*1 W^i^jiiUhW, Edgar, tl^ have been very wrong,* 
began ‘but if you will listen to 

me - 4"-" 

' *Ho, 1 will not listen ! I might be influenced by 
your forced tohgtie. I daresay, now you And that she 
is Adela de Senincourt-Warville, you arc quite willing 
to apologise and offer your hand 

‘15ay» to me I beg,’ cried Charles, whose 

anger was rising. ‘You are mistaken— grossly mis- 
taken.* 

‘ Must I cfdl you coward ? * said Edgar, stamping his 
feet on the floor of the room. 

‘Tliis passes the bounds,’ exclaimed the count in 
reply; ‘To-morrow morning at break of day: our 
seconds will arrange the details. Good-afternoon.’ 

‘ Good-aftemoon until w'e say good-morning,’ replietl 
the angry cfii)tain, and he left the room. 

Charles de Monsigny was novr in a violent passion. 
The word coward had roused him to madness, and he 
thouglit only of avenging the insult by committing one 
of the greatest crimes of whieh a reasoning being can 
be guilty. He, liow'cver, soon grew calm, went out to 
dinner, looker! in at the Opera, mid then, requesting his 
second to be witli him at dawn of day, returned home, 
and retired to iHid. 

It was a bright, clear morning, the sun ha<i just risen, 
the birds sang amid the trees of the Hois de Boulogne, 
as Charles and his second drove up to the rcndejuvous, 

A few minutes elapsed, .tuid their advcrsaricss appc*ared 
in siglit. A few minutes mon?, and four men were con- 
cealed in an open glade in tlio wood, where they hud 
met for the express purpose of committing one or more 
I murders, as tlie case might be. Edgar and Charles 
spoke not a tvord : their brows were knit angrily, and 
while their seconds measured the ground and loaded 
the pistols, they stood apart. Presently all was ready, ‘ 
and they were about to odvfmce to tliefr places, when, 
by a great effort, Charles forced hiiiiself to speak. 

‘ Gentlemen, * said he gravdy, ‘ I Tx^g you to bear 
witness to the fact, tliat I fight this duel with M. 
Warville entirely against iny own feelings and wishes. 
He is acting under a wrong impression, relative to 
which I can now ofler no expiahation.* 

‘ Sir, to your place ! ’ replied Edgar furiously ; ‘your ; 
life or mine ! ’ 

* And mine !’ cried Adela, advancing from the cover of 
the wood, and laying her hand upon her brother’s arm, 

‘ if I have not come in time to prevent an assassination,* 

‘ Eeave us, I command you 1 ’ said Edgar. 

*NOj I will not, until you have pledged yourself not 
to take the life of my future husband.’ 

‘ Your future husband ! * said Edgar wildly. 

‘Yes, monsieur, you force me, by your fierce and 
savage humour, to accept him thus hurriedly,* replied ^ 
Adda blushing, but still looking him calnlly in tlie 
faCo ; ‘ that i# to say, if you, n^' natural guardian, 
approve of this request made for flie hand of the 
petite hourgeoue * 

I ‘ O Adela, how generous, how kind !’ cried Cliarles, 
advancing and casting his pistol to the ground. 

‘ Will you read tliis letter,’ continued Adela, hand- 
ing him a ^p(ar, ‘ whieh we TCceived abcfUt ten minutes 
after you left us yesterday in a towering passion ? ’ 

The cf^tain ^pk the letter* Xt was as follows ; — ■ ■ 
‘ MAT>A|ii&<-4 iiavo; to apologise very Immbly lor my ; i 
unpoUto bekavioUF towards ypurself and your charmiU^^ 
ward. , ,Ott twu„ occasions^ when I liad the honot^Joj^ 
seeing’: A. wish ".that;-, we/'shdi^diioip^ 

again, ' anA' A permissionv 

, -myself it:.'. ' ltd's ■■not;;p'68si!^:'npw-;|w to 

'.renew .thO '^:ae^iiahttan'oe' wx^ ' 1 - 
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young wife zeftpectj but then he deiemd 

to be BO, and 

^ht when he dropped in to see The BounoiisoiB 
V^nntlfa. ■■ . 


i^rankiy owui been very tnuoh struck oti 

the first becaiion> your ward^ and on. the sec^d 
harit^; cOhi^ved^^ f^ her a warn and BiiiceM afibc* 
tioh, I have from xbero prid©^^ 0 ^^ agowiBt 
feeUng a^ lon^^ To marry into fe<^ 

g^im i« hi> Hiiy &Jaily coualdered an tumldona^^ 

: orhhe, and it of tiiis prejudice that I 

haW aoted with such want of dcH^^ But I am sure 
yoiiit youhg^^^w geuerous |a she is 

beautiful; and i her forgiving one who 

B^ks Ills pardon in a penitent spirit, and who firankly 
owns hifl folly. Idaresay the young lady has seareely 
noticed my conduct, it l>eing natundly enough matter 
of little importance to her. But her forgivenesfl 1 b 
necoss^ to the relief of my mind. I pray you, there- 
both to excuse my btrutality and to allow me 
to visit your house as the suitor of your ward. I 
bog to address to you at once a formal suit for her 
hand, hoping you will do your utmost to induce her to 
receive; my ativancos favourably* I have the honour 
to be, with the most distihguished consideration, your 
very devoted OjECAitxES oB Monsign r.* 

* But the duel?* asked hldgar. 

* That project I betrayed, T said St Clair, who had 

reached the side of Adela while Edgar was reading the 
letter. ‘ When this letter came, I at once omied that 
you were gone to challenge liim : hut we feared to 
ikilin our attempt if we came not hither* We did not 
go to hed, but watched all night near the count*8 house 
in a carriage— you h^ not given your address— and we 
drove here ai’ter you all.* 

* Charles, my triend,* Said Edgar offering his hand, 
‘will you forgive my hastiness? I now understand 
the explanations you had to give.* 

‘ If you had not roused my auger 1 should have told 
you of the letter * — 

‘ And so, because your temper was roused, you were 
going to kill my brother, were you, monsieur?* 

‘My dear Adclo,’ said the count, taking l)oth her 
hand and that of her brotlior, * we have been very 
Vrong, but you must forgive us. Gentlemen, I am of 
Opinion that Ve should all adjourn without farther 
delay to the best restaurant at hand, and sign the 
treaty of peace over a solemn breakfast — one of our 
old ones, P*dgar, of tile Kue Lafittc.' 

‘With pleasure,* replied Edgar laughing; ‘and the 
sooner 1 see the i^ding-breakfost the better. I find 
taking care of youug ladies troublesome work, and 
sbidj be very willing to transfer the i-esponsibility to 
other hands.* ^ 

*My dear brother-in-law,* cried Charles in the same 
tone, though with a look of deep feeling, ‘1 accept the 
yrespOttsibiliiy with delight, and only wish it could be 
ossumefi to-morrow/ 

‘ Mk le Count is in as great a hurry as he wus to come 
to our Thursdays,* said the little Adela maliciously. 

dilie count defended himself as best he coifid, and 
thus , the conversation continued during the whol® 
morning. '■ 

The marriage tbok place within a of the delay 
required by the legal IbrmaHties* M.;®d^I^ 

Bubinet were among the guests invited to the wOdding- 
breakfkst. Both then and ever o^r the cOnirsit 
hetf^u was marked. Hector sank ft6m 

the day his a complete nonentity. Bla . 

wife ruled hhigi w venturing a mUlnnuir, 

''imd he in k. ■ ;l{aring' eveii^Mng:.-; 

in her handi; 

: money, 


m, 

Moves., 
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tl^a mieiienP.^Qreeks, in their endeavoum to account fiir 
the wihds, to be the breath of invisible 

d^tiAi; who, living in dlfibr^t parts of the 
blew gentJ^ ab*s or fhfious bladii iheir 

temper andbdit^ifition. There is iomethihg so pleasing 
and poeHeal in this fanoy that M; at 

finding it more or iess pr^ent other nations 
belideB 'the Greeks ; and to some minds the substi- 
tution of reason for imaginatibn in the study of the 
Winds is tis unwdeomo as the awakening fTom a rap- 
turous dream. In later times we find Cbarlema|m(^ 
giving names to the winds, and a host of natural philo- 
sophers following, with their peculiar speculatiousj in- 
volving extraordinary meclianical and chemical causes, 
down to our owv day, in which wo see * wind reports* 
every morning in the newspapers, and have meteor- 
ological societies ^established, to investigate all aerial 
mysteries. Headers in the present clay need scarcely 
bo told that the generally-received theory regarding 
the causes of winds is differences of temperature. Fara- 
day’s discovery of the magnetic condition of oxygen 
has, however, opened a new view of the interesting 
subject, which promises important results, and has 
already enlisted numerous explorers. Among the 
latter, Lieutenant Mat^, of the observatory at Wash- 
ington, whose discussions of the phenomena of the 
winds have attracted much attention, has arrived at 
certain conclusions, worthy of a little wider notice than 
they ore likely to meet with in the pages of the scien- 
tific journals in which they are published. By means 
of wind - charts, projected by himself, ho has been 
(enabled, to quote his own words, ^ to trace from the 
belt of calms, which cxtjgpds entirely across the seas, 
near the tropic of Cancer, an efflux of air, both to the 
north and to^the south. From the south side of this 
belt the air flows in a never-ceasing breeze, called the 
north-east trade-winds, towards the equator. On the 
north side of it, the prevailing winds come from it also, 
but they go towards the north-east. They are the 
well-known south-west winds, which prevail along the 
route from this country to England in the ratio of two 
to one.* The question then arises, seeing that these 
winds, passing from a warm to a cold climate, x>roduce 
more predpitatibn than evaporation — ‘ Where does the 
vapour which these winds carry along come from?* 
lb esdmatc the answer rightly, there must be borne in 
mind the existence of a zone of calms, known as the 
Horse Idtitud^j where the aerial currents descend and 
become surfiice-wlnds, and the difficulty of exi>laining 
in what way the va^Urs borne by the winds traverse 
this Eono, since; if diere Were a mingling of currents, 
the effect wrould be to superinduce ailtemate seasons of 
drought and cahn, extending many years, instead 
of the present ebaseiess fluctuations. On this point 
Lieutenant Maury oh^rves't ‘ Seeing reasons why the 
two currents sho^d croVs eitch other in the calms of 
Cancer, and seeing no reailOBi why they should not, I 
was led to the inference that probably is a node in 
ihe circulation of the atmosphere; where the wind from 
the north me^s the winfl flM the south, and that each, 
after a paus^ ebntMi!^ bn ini its course, and returns 
again to ecm^p^'ihn way towards 

tlfo pde interrupted. It 

app0ars, 3^ of the year 

.'lUOst ' ra^iy;'",in.. tlie; 
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the boiler of Whidi ii> in the rcj^dh of the south-east 
triade^yUids, end that the trader>ifitidiii of this hemi- 
perform tho like office the regions beyond 
Capricorn/ 

Proceeding on these Ooncliisipnk lieutenant Mauij 
^ finds, in the trade r wind region of the northem hemi- 
sphere, the source of ^ rain -Mr in 
r W becnktiown toca^Oed lOOlndiea lh^ 

Imd in that of the southern he filodS iho fbr the 

Valley Of thO MMMsslppi Msti iOifve to e^^lain 

the transpoi^ of Vd in 

tho atmosphetou ; - S^hr^berg has reportei * that he 
found Boii^ Ainertean inhi8Qria in the bloOd-rains 
and sea -dust of the Cape Verde Islands^ and at Lyons, 
Qeneya, and other places $* tliereby sliewing %iat the 
trade-winds of the southern hemisphere, aitor arriving 
at the belt of equatorial calms^ ascend and Continue in 
tbolr course towards the calms of Cancer } after passing 
which they i)rocGcd ‘ towards the north pole firpm the 
south-west, and enter the arctic regions in a spiral 
Curve, continually lessening the gyrations, until, wlUrl- ' 
lug about ill a direction contrdry to thejmnds pf^a watch, i 
this air ascends and commences its return as an upper 
current towards the calms of Cancer/ In tho Oilier 
hemisphere tlie current * approaches the antarctic, 
regions in a spiral, rjyrating with the hands of a watch, 
and contracting its convolutions as it draws nearer 
and nearer tlie pole/ 

At this point Lieutenant Maury, nrgtiing fTom 
Faraday’s discovery referred to above, concludes tliat 
the magnetism of tlie atmosphere is tlie cause of the 
passage of these currente. It has been already ex- 
plained in the Journal, that the magnetic condition of 
oxygen differs in proportion to its temj;)erattire, and in 
the general effect resulting therefrom is shewn ‘why 
the air wliieh has completed its circuit to the, whirl 
about the antarctic regions should then, according to 
tile laws of magnetism, be repelled from tlic southj and 
attracted by tho opposite pole towards the north/ 

If we bring forwartl tho phenomena of expeiimental 
magnetism in illustration, it will he seen that their 
evidence is most important. * Taking up, for instance, 
the theory of Ampere with regard to the magnetic 
polarity induced by r.ii electrical current according as 
it passes through w ire coiled with or coiled aoaimt the 
sun, and expanding it in conformity with the discoveries 
of Faraday, we perceive a series ofr fiicts and principles 
which, being applied to the circulation of the atmo- 
sphere, make very significant tlie conclusions to whlcli 
the churts have led touching tho continual whirl of 
the wind in tho arctic regions against, and in the 
antarctic with, the hands of a watch* 

Tlie view here throw'n but has been further strength- 
ened by the magnetic experiments of Professor von 
Feilitzscb, who had been struck by the different quality 
of the ‘ disengaged magnetism’ of a bar idaced in a 
certain position. To ex(;mplify it ho constructed spirals 
with the wire peculiarly arrafij^d, in wliich, ‘ if the 
windings of tho siiiral took place in the direction of 
the hand of a watch, tlicn Sio ohd of it wdicre the 
current enters will become a sdnth pole. If the cur- 
rent is more feeble in every winding the nearer it is 
to the centre of the spM, then that half in which tiio 
current enters, excelpt fho first winding, is attracted by 
a south pole j but if the Current is stronger fh every 
winding the nearer it is to the centre of the spiriil, 
then that half is repuls^ by a south pole/ 

Lieutenant Maury considers tliat sn analogy may be 
traced ‘between these spifisds mid thb 

Currents of the wind in ‘‘ hlS cfcpdtfits” 

the earth. At the soutlf poMr ptoSi the a^CHBphecieal 

spiral |s with the hand of the # 

of a spiral kpi wound al^ut M ^ 

south iioiar i and so 

■ north polar' '■.^v \ ^ 

‘ May wb not iook^ thereMrei to fiM abMI ihe^^ n^^^ 

, ahd sOd^ ntagnoiic poles the atnfoiibi^^ 
calfo^ other words, are imtv 

pedes of the eaftli in those atmospherical nodeil^'ihe wo 
S|^^in^ other in the relation dausc aild 

‘ AfiA^li^fjeiVe not a clue already platsed in out himdii 
by wliich the motion of tlie circalor stoixns of the 
northem hemisphere which travel against, aiid those a£ 
the southern which travel t&iifA, the hands of a watch, 
seems to be connected Writh tho like motion of tho whid 
of each hemisphere in its circuit about its pole? And 
Will not this clue, when followed up, lead ua into the 
labyi^ths of atmospherical magnetism for tho solution 
of tho mystery P 

‘ Indo^ so wide for speculation is the field presented 
by these discoveries, that wc may itt some respects 
regard this groat globe itself, with its ** cups and 
spiral wires of air, earth, and water, ks an immense 
“pile** and helix, whlcli, being excited by the natural 
batteries in. the sea and atmosphere of the tropics, 
excites in turn its oxygen, and imparts to atmosphe- 
rical matter the properties of magnetism. 

‘Thus, though it be not proved as a mathematical 
truth that magnetism is the iiower which guides the 
storm from right to left, and from left to right — which 
conducte the moist and the dry air each in its apiiointcd 
paths, and which regulates the “ wind m his circuits,” 
yet that it is such a ijower is rendered so very pro- 
bable, that the on«.s’ is now Shifted, and it remains not 
to pi-ove but to disprove that such is its agency.* 

H A K T L E Y C 0 L E lU D G E. 

It is presumed that the name of Hartley Coleridge is 
sufficiently well known to render some account of Ids 
personal life and writings acceptable to the rcfidera of 
this Journal. There is, besides, an important lesson to 
be derived from the contemplation of such a history — 
a lesson of melancholy interest and of warning; for 
here was a man endowed with noble gifts, and lavourcd 
with. many opportunities, but who has nevertheless left 
in a great measure unfulfilled the brilliant promises of 
his genius. What he miglit have been had he duly 
discix>1ined Ms faculties, and l)een possessed of strength 
enough to overcome the infirmities which ho appears 
to have inherited, it would now be futile to attempt to 
ascertain; but that he was really capable of far higher 
things than any which he accomplished is, We believe, 
the testimony of ail who knew him, and is even evident 
from what he actually performed. The literary i>ro- 
ductions wliich he has left have, notwithstanding, high 
claims to consideration, and are likely to* survive 
and be admired when many a noisier reputation is 
forgotten. 

Hartley, the son of the celebrated 8. T. Coleridge, 
was bom at Clevedon, a Sevemside village in Sotaer- 
setsMre, a few miles from Bristol, on tlte I9th of 
September 1796. His childhoodi, lUm the rest of his . 
life, was distinguished by many singularities. His 
mother used to relate that ‘when he was first taken 
to London, being then a cdiild in arms, and saw the ; 
lamps, ho exclaimed 0 now 1 kiiow what the sMs- 
are ; they are lamps tliat haVe been good upon earth, 
and have gone up to heavenl”* His father designed, 
as hcf saif, ‘ to make him hiEure’s playmate/ In one 
of his’ poems ho. says^ ’ . ■■ 

■ 'pent .*mid .doist!^ qiM4. 

• And Mwibught lovely huiihe-'fe aM'- A 

: : But: thom'W'haber shalhwtmjd^'&l^ ' ^ 
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Of and«iit mountains, and beneath the clouds, 
e Wliioh ime^e in their bulk both lakes and shoires 
And moontain^crags.’ 

A prophecy at least partially ihlfilled, as Hartley hlfh- 
self a(*knonrlrdg«kl altcrwords in n Due sonnet preilxod 
to his first volume of poetry— ♦ 

^ Thy prayet was heaxd; I wandered like a breeze/* * 

No fitter simile could bo employed by way of describing 
his entire outgoings and existiairc. From early infimey 
he is described as one ‘ wliobc fjiicies from afar woro 
l^ught;’ and there seems to have been a general 
impression in bis family and among his friends tfiat he 
would grow up into a pc»et. 

‘ The diMd/ ns anybody can tell you out of Words- 
wortb, * is father to the man/ The dreamy, waywanl, 
and unsettlc^l cliarocter by which Hartley was all hts 
life distinguished was, no doubt in «a large degree deter- 
mined by his early imaginative roamings ; or perhaps, 
more properly, it was detenuined by a too prt*doniinant 
development of tiio mental qualities which predisposed 
him to such vagaries. A judicious education— that is 
to sny, a course of discipline and culture calculated to 
l^reserve a proper balance of the faculties— and which 
in his case would have developed the understanding 
more, and k<^t the fancy under reaboiiablc restraint, 
was evidently a neodlhl thing for him. But Hartley 
docs not appear to liave received any tiling like a judi- 
cious cducat ion. His father, though a man of the finest 
intellect, and of an affectionate and loving nature, 
seems to have troubled himself very little about the 
actual training of his children. He was always more 
or toss occupied with some colossal undertaking, which 
he rarely had the steadiness to complete; or he was 
roaming from place to place in ati unsettled state of 
health and prospc'cts ; and thus the little visionary, of 
whom Wordsworth said— 

* 1 think of thee with many fears 
For what may bo thy lot in future years’ — 

was loft to ‘wander like a breeze' whithersoever liis 
humour listed, gathering ‘shniies and fautasios which, 
mixed with passipns of Ids sadder years/ made up the 
substance of his life. 

From about seven years of ago, and during a largt‘ 
portion of liis boyhood, Hartley U'sided with his unele 
Houthoy at Keswick. In 1808 he and his brother were 
sent togetlicr to school at Ambleside, where, however, 
it does not appear that Hartley distinguislu^ himself 
greatly by his soholarship. One of tlie chief advan- 
tages which lie seems to have derived fiom his scliool 
lilb was the opportunity it afforded him of being 
a good 4 ileal in the boeieiy of Wordsworth. ]*rofc8sor 
Wilson, then residing at Elleray, also took notico 
of him ; aa did Bir George Beaumont and Hr Basil 
Montague. His biographer remarks : ‘ It was so, rather 
than by aregular course of study, that he was educated — 
by desultory reading, by the living voice of (’oleridgt', 
Southey, and Wordsworth, Lloyd, Wilson, and J>c 
Qumt'cy j and again by homely familiarity with town- 
folk and country-folk of every degree; lastly, by daily 
roourring hours of solitude — by lonely wanderings with 
tlie muimiir of the Brathay In lus ear.* Ho was under 
Uttle restraint at school, and spent much time in loiter- 
ing in the woods* Ilis bodily feebleness hindered him 
ftom joining in the aOtlve sports and pastimes of his 
school-Mows; but ho waa a generia fiiTourite on 
account of the inteimimble stories with awhioh he 
amused them nm rainy di^s and winter nights. In tlie 
hi# ‘ a certain infirmity 

eeril of his lids, had already shown 
iib4e1f* Hie sensibility Intense, and ho had not 
wherewithtd to ccmtrol it* He oould not open a letter 

H«9n«>)r IW his iM^er pmfMl te Ills 


without trembling. He shrank ilrom mental pain : he 
was beyond measure impatient of constraint. He was 
liable to paroxysms of ragi', often the disguise of pity, 
self- ooensation, or other painful emotion —nngcr it 
could hardly be called— during which he bit his arm or 
finger violently. He yielded, as it were unconsciously, 
to slight templatioiis, slight in themselves and blight to 
him, as if ivayod by a mechonieol impulse apart from 
his own volition* It looked Uko an organic defect — a 
eongpiiital impcdtection/ A certain awkwardness of 
manner and behaviour likewise diatingnislied him. 
His uncle <v^uthey used to tell him he hod two left 
hands, and he iromcaUy named him Job on account of 
his tVapatience* ' 

In way, however, he grew up to tlvc ago of 
nineteen, and was then sent to Oxfbrd, in o\ iileut con- 
sciousness of extraordinary abilities. Li duo time wo 
find him engaged upon a poem, by which bo intends to 
gain the prixe for English verse. Tie, a poc*l's son, and, 
according to all prophecy, called himself to be a p<a*t, 
it never occurs to him that he (‘un fail in liis laudable 
and exciting obji^ct. But lol now, cm the clay ap- 
pointed, those uncritical college -clous award tlie prize 
to another candidate! Wlieroupoii Iliirtley is con- 
founded — intensely, immeasurably di&nppoiiitcd and 
astonished .* where shall he liido hib diniini&hed head ? 
To this disappointment his brother traces all the 
misfortunes of his afterlife ; and then* i * no doubt that 
it was the occasion and beginning of much that* after- 
wards went wrong with him. But nothing, surely, had 
happened which any one could be Justified iu rc'garding 
as an eternal liumiii.ition ; tlicre was iiothiiiu to found 
a ‘ great sorrow ' upon : nothing, iu short, which iniglit 
not have been practically and even eliocrfully forgotten. 
It was simply his first failure ; ami being only a f.ulure, 
why might ho not have left it c|uieily behind liiin, 
regarding it ns an admonition to u highcT stroke of 
efibrt? 

But this, it seeniB, was precisely what Hartley 
Coleridge could not do. And here we detect tlie fatal 
weakness which was probably the cause of all 1 ih 
troubles : he has not the hardihood which can front and 
overcome a disappointment. Unhappily he niubt ca'^t 
about for something to console his wounded sc*if- 
esteem ; and so he goes to get thriven of his vexations 
in a baptism of ‘olcl port.* Tlio enchanted cup once 
tasted, its delights .grow daily more enticing, and at 
length the indulgence Ix'comcs a rootc*d and uncon- 
querable habit. Then it was UU misfortune to be a 
* ]>rilliant talker ; ' and thus ho became a sort of nota- 
bility among the Oxford students, who, knowing his 
relish fOr good liquor, were constantly inviting him to 
wine-parties, for the sake of enjoying his conversation. 
Ill this way much of his time at the uiiiveisity was 
wasted. Still, it would appear, he must have liad fits 
of studious diligence, for he finally obtained what is 
called a ‘second class;* and some year or two later 
was elected to a fbllowship at Oriel, having passed the 
axamination with considerable distinctioii. l*ho fellow- 
sliip* how'over, was made conditional on good-behaviour, 
a yw being fixed as the period of probation. One 
would hav(* supposed that Hartley, if not strictly 
abstinent, niiglit at least have managed to ‘ carry his 
drink discreetly* for one brief twelvemonth; but no: 
the habit is so confirmed in him tliat even the strong 
inducement of a life - competency before him is not 
enough to keep him teinperate* At ttio end of the year 
tho fellowship was accordingly pronounced fbrfeited ; 
and poor Hartley, with Ida life«anchor thus rudely torn 
aniay, sailed Ibrm nidd^llissg upon that wide uncertain 
sea which Is celled tho world* % 

The dignitaries of Oriel, to thoir great honour, con- 
ducted their pillfifUl business with much delicdby and 
kindness, ^ei^ly making the interestiiig scapegrace 
a present of by way of equipment for his 

voyage* tot two years after leaving Oxfbrd be lived 


in liOndon, ipassi^ his timQ in writing for various 
msgaeines, projecting graver work^: enluTating friendly 
relations, and occasionaUy ejniibddying in verse tite 
incidents and impntses of the totirl The three sonnets 
?Ta a Friend’ withw^hich his ihrdl ybiuine Opens are the 
record of the delight winch he experiehic^ bn meeting 

with one who had sometime Ws 

mountain wfmderings^ We w tlf^rst by way 

of giving a sample of his 

When -.we’ rillsi"’ ; , . ' ' 

. the.ih^;<^:hbihah;: Ib^e' We little ' 

Car. love Was nature ; and the fieaoe whicn floated 
Oti the iriiite mist, and dwelt among the hiilSi 
To sweet aoeoid sdi>dbyd Piir wayward will^ 

One soul waS Outs, one mind, one heart dev^ed, 

: That, wisely doting, asked not why it doted; 

. And ours the unknown joy, which knowing kills. 

But Yiow I And how dear Uioii Wert to me ; 

That man is more than half of nature’s treasure, 

Of that fair beauty whi^ no eye can see, 

Of that sweet music which no ear can measure ; 

And now the streams may sing for fliers’ pleasure, 
The hills sleep on in their eternity.’ 

On quitting London he returned to Amhlcside, and 
undertook tlic management of the school in whicli he 
liad been formerly instructed. Aftdr four unpleasant 
years, this mode of life wa$ given up. He had not 
expected much success in such a work, and writes 
to his mother: *1 h^ a presentiment that it would 
never do, and therefore your commendations seemed 
like reproaches put out to interest. . : . . How could I 
endure to be among unruly boys from seven in the 
moniing till eight or nine at night, and to be responsible 
for actions which I could no more control than 1 could 
move a pyramid?’ From Ambleside he removed to 
Grasmere, where he mused, and wrote, and rambled 
according to inclination untU 1882. In that year he 
removed to Leeds, having mode an engagement with 
a publislior of that town to furnish materials fot a 
volume of poetry and another of prose. Out of tliis 
arrangement sprung the publication of the first series 
of his poems, and also his work called ’Biugraphia 
Borealis,’ a collection of thirteen lives of renowned 
northern countrymen. The latter originally came out 
in numbers, and extended to upwa^s of 000 large 
octavo pages. It has been described as being ^ written 
with much vigour and eloquence, abounding in pictu- 
resque descriptions of events, as w'ell aS a dramatic 
delineation of character, and enriched witli many acute 
remarks and original trains of thought.’ Being com- 
pleted in about a year, the work indicates on the part 
of its author a power of continuous application under 
favourable circuaistaticer which the rest of his career 
does not exhibit. Unhappily for Hartley, his publisher 
becante a bankrupt, and thus the engagement Was 
abruptly terminated. 

Beturning once more to Westmoreland, he took up 
his abode in ‘Nab Cottage,’ dn the bonks of Byda^ 
Water, with some worthy people of the peasant d 
who, os the phrase is, ‘ took bf him.’ Here he 
mused, meditated, studied, and recorded his impressions 
in prose and vd^sc as Ivis humour prompted, his days 
gliding away almost wi^oui incident. 

Mrs Wordsworth mbanWhU^ kept aldudly eyb upon 
his moveinents, and^ m unobtrasiVely to 

his comfort* Without sdne such generous gaa:^iim-r 
ship tlKMU is no knowing into what straits poor Hinitley 
Would have been precipitated. Ho, Wits a perfect iSild 
in regard : to iiU matters of domestic or js^Uniarjr cch>- 
nemy; and it sei^s , doubtftd whether r®Ully 

knew where the mbn^ baihe;- ^ for 

his 'b<ikd.;and/ lodging; 

what he paid in rent, he was quit^; to fold' an 

answer. ‘Ebnt?* said he—* rent? 1 newsl Ifoought of 
thatj; The little Income ,|govided by of liis 


friends for his support was disbursed for ^ him by Mrs 
Woidnsoir^f W^ toliave doled out to him 

lub by shilling, as he. ^uired 

coat was getting .tliwSdharc or out at 
P ordered for him, and Substituted 
for the W-Ope w^ was in bed j and Hwptley would 

put it on* the next day without remark, or indeed ; 
witiumt noticing the change. Almost the only part ; of i; 
his expenditure wbioli he seems to have managed for f 
himself were his disbursements made in the matter of : 
strong liquor. Offoh enough, after tlic manner of the 
old Uuly who burnt her bed for the Sake of a jolly Are, 
he would exhaust his capital in somo liberal libation, 
and then find himself suddenly destitute of cash. To 
procure a little loan on a thirsty lUbridtig he would 
employ the most innocent and simple artlhees, impos- 
ing of course upon no one but himsSf A writer in 
’Fraser’s Magazino’ relates an amusing anecdote in 
point: — *A friend of ours spending a summer at 
Ambleside became very intimate with him. One day 
Hartley ventured to borrow a shilling, volunteering to 
repay it next day. Accordingly he came, made a long 
call, talking, as his wont was,, of dead and gone English 
poems, steering clear of “ Tb® Splendid Shilling.” At 
last he rose to go, hatl got his hand upon the dooir: “ By 
the waj;,” he said, “ I havo brought you your shilling ” 
— ^ransacking his pockets. Then with nn air of surprise, 
“No; I’ve forgotten it.” Then, hesitating and blush- 
ing; “And — and — and >vould you lend me another?” 
Having got the shilling, off he went at fidl speed. 
Every successive call the scene was repeated in the ' 
self-same words.* One feels a little curious to know 
whether Hartley ever repaid that shilling, or any ' 
of the successive ones so borrowed. However, as the 
same writer observes, one w'ould have been glad to 
have bought an hour’s talk with him at the same price. 
According to alL testimony, his convcrsalioii wms 
exceedingly rich and genial. Like his father’s, it vvas 
generally a sort of monologue. Few people OMre<l to 
talk tltemselves wlten they had an opportunity of 
listening to him. He had an extensive knowledge dml 
keen appreciation of our literature, especially of the 
dramatic and poetical departments ; and it w'as exceed- 
ingly i>leasant to hear him descant upon the character- 
istics and excellcfiiccs of this , and the other writer 
whom he admired, or to follow him through the mazes 
of a discursive dissertation on things in general* His . 
tastes were very catholic and cordial, and he hod the 
heartiest relish for all possible degrees of excclfoi&ce. 
When he w'as satisfied with his company ho would 
discourse away for hours in a strain of originality, j 
humour, and paradoxical remark, wdiieh fully justified 
the Westmoreland peasant’s homely saying: ‘Eh, hut 
Maister Coleridge do talk fine!* 

In the spring of 1837 Hartley went for a few months j 
to supply the xdace of second-master in the grammar- I 
echool at Sedbergh — a small market-town situated in 
one of the valleys of the wild moorlands of north- 
western Yorkshire. The duties of this post he is said 
to have discharged with becoming diligence, and to 
have conducted himself in other respects with great 
discretion* When his services were no longer ne^cd, 
he went back to his old residonce, and thenceforth 
never left it. For many years he was one of the prin-^ , 
cipal notahUities of the Lake-cbqiitry ; and many wero 
the summer visitors who .invited him to dinner, on 
understanding that he was to * talk ’ for the ple^jiiro of 
his entertfdners. *His especial allies,’ says, the writer 
in ’jBJpaset,’ before quo^, * wc^ the Oxoniims orCautabs 
who came to Ambleside by way of reading— young : 
fellows fltt^ ef money, light of heart, and entortmning : ;; 
no very rtdfod antipathy eigars;^ 

howet#,,-.»owW;ex^ttslvevfosv''h'ifye^ 
lie wi^^ stat^en,^;':fe^iS«s- 

^alld stood foo^^Om^y high;^'^(^^ .v 

..soever '|^:\ilbur]^''li&ns^f'he;'foetw 
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Many are the stejies told of hli fixiaks and 

misadventures. l)ne relates how, on H oertsiu ni^t, 
when he was rather more than oomihonly confUiea in 
the faculty of cym^lit, and extremely unsteadr in the 
legs, he had the perversion to foney a ditch by h doth^ 
dyer’s mill to he hie own feather-bed^ and thfh ifep^sinR 
himself on tlmt eonvietion) he arose the next morning 
with ‘ the undersijih of Ids ^‘e dyed a rich Kendal 
gWHjn 1* At times he would strike off somewhero* and 
remain away for ^ys and even weeks, baffdng all 
search, and then suddenly return to his old neighbour* 

I hood haggard, tow, and pennilesi. Tlxen, smitten with 
romorso and shame, he ^ould impose upon himself the 
penalty of severest abstinonoe; though an infliction of 
this sort was not uncommonly succeeded by a fit of 
more reckless dlfisJpation. Yet with all his irresolution 
’‘and instubility of purixose, he never wholly ceased to 
struggle against lus perilous temptation. He would 
enter in his diary the most touching and pathetic self- 
accusings. JhYom the depths of his degradation he 
would arise in his right mind, but unhappily he never 
acquired strengtli to withstand the renewed bolicitations 
of hil besetment. 

All tins is extremely Ittun^ntable j nevorihcless, far 
be it IVomus to judge poor Hartley harshly. 8ympatby 
and comjMis^ion are CAcr duo to humnii tVnilfcy., Much, 
too, may bo said for him in the way of oxteuuatiou. 
We jnust rememb«»r his disapi>oiiitmoiits, tho exceeding 
sonsitivonefis of his temperament, his Acute suscepti- 
bility to excitement, and the consequent liability to 
ils reaction — tho ‘congenital imporfeetion* which so 
strongly predisposed him to go astray. After all, the 
error to which lu‘ was ]irone loft but little abiding 
stain upon his spirit. Tn spite of his liesettiug weak- 
ncbs he was a truth-loving, genial, afibctionate, hope- 
ful, and cordiol-hearU'd nnn. Witii the light of geuiub 
in his (>yes, he had in his soul an auiUculic discern- 
ment of the true, the just, the bt»antilul — a conscious 
and inextinguishable love for >^h»itsoc\or is good, and 
peat, and Morthy. if for the truth’s sake we have 
Wu compelled to bring forth his trj’ors and short- 
comings somnw'lidt nakedly into light, we will not 
fbrget the manifold seductions tliat fostered his infir- 
mity, nor tho frequent, if unsuccessful, contests which 
ho inwardly waged against it. Let ns tenderly regard 
Uic weakness that could not successfully resist. Has 
not Hartley paid the penalty paid it by a marred and | 
troubled life ; by energies and hopes cast down and 
broken ; by the (jualifled commiseration and Tt»gret that 
now hangs upon Ids memory. TiOOking at the treach- I 
crons slough into whU h, through imguardodnoss and im- j 
poriVetiou, he fell, let it be remembered in our goings as ! 
a warning to our owm footsteps. Por though wo may * 
bo nowise subjected to his particxdar temptation, there 
is yet A lurluiig element of evil in our nature, tho 
knowledge of which should ever keep us humble, and 
mindful of tho sacred admonition ‘ Let liim tliat 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest ho fkll.* 

Hartley’s collected writings, though excellent in their 
kind, must be regarded os being only fragments of his : 
genius. His ixoetry is of a fine order, though not 
of the highest — partaking of the qualities which we 
find in Wordswortli, and also of some of those which 
cUstingttish tho early verses of his father. It had 
dii&ront eharacteristies at dUfbrent periods of his life. 
Ibe poems df his youth display a rich though at times 
a somewhat vague imagination, analogous to the 
visionary sphere of fbellng and existence in which so 
large a portion pf bis 6ar)y life was passed, thoughts 
of brilliancy and of beauty, yet often shadowy and 
fantastic, Uke coloured clouds and vapours iu a 
sumnwr sky, are to b^ fbund subtly and beautiftilly 
embodied in fteo and gracefttl oompositions. The 
fbeidty <4 wonder was toge within him; and, as an 
illitstraitlim of the touching and origifial fi»rms it took, 
Um,|mkwing semfiet may be net unfitly quoted . 


‘ 'tV'hat was’t awakened first the untried ear 
Of that sole man who was all human kind 1 
Was it the gMsome welcome of the wind, 

Btirritxg the leaves that never yet were serel 
The four meUiflaoqs streams that flow’d so near, 

Their lulling murmurs all in one combined 1 
The note of nlrd unnamed t The startled hind 
Bursting, the brake in wonder, not in fear. 

Of her new lovdl Or did the holy ground 
Bend forth mysterious melody to greet 
The gmeions pressure of immaculate feetf 
Did vi^lesi seraphs mstls all around, ’ 

Making sweet music out of air as tweet t 
Or his own voice awake him with its sound!’ 

A riefi’and cultivated fancy, which in Hartley Cole- 
ridge was more substantially developed than the 
broader faculty of imagination, will not fail to be noted 
and admii*ed in tho folWing : — 

‘ Is love a fancy or a feeling ! No : 

It is immortal as iniinacuTate truth. 

’Tis not a blossom, shed as soon as youth 
Drops from the stem of lite - lor it will grow 
in barren legions, whexo no wateiH Ilow, 

Not lay uf promise cheats the peiibnc gloom. 

A darkling fire, taint hoveiihg u’ti a tomb, 

That but itself and daikncss nought doth show, 

Is my love’s being —vet it cannot die, 

Nor will it change, though all be changed bobido ; 
Though faliost beauty be no longer fair, 

Though vows be false, and faith itself dotij , 

Though sharp enjoyment bo a suicide, 

And hope a spectre in a ruin bare.* 

A pleasing yet pensive personal interest is attached 
1o many of those poemb. Hartley writes out of the* 
fulnosb of liis heart. Though much straitened in point 
ofs)mcc, wo shall venture to quote the following on 
‘ Music:*— 

‘ Sweet muHic steals along the yielding soul 
Like the brisk wind that ^ows autumnal seeds ; 

And it hath tones hke lernal lani that feeds 
The light green lale, ordained erelong to toll 
In golden waves o’er many a wealthy rood; 

And tones it hath that make a lonely honi 
The silent dwelling of some lovely fluwci, 

Sweet hermitess of forest solitude, 

1 loved sweet music when 1 was a child, 

For then my mother used to sing to me : 

1 loved it better when a youth so wild, 

With thoughts of love it did so well agicc ; 

Fain would I love it to my latest dnj. 

If it would teach iiio to boUeve and piay.’ 

These quotations arc confined to tho sonnets, 
beoaubo they appear to us to be tho most complete 
and finished portion of hi*! works ; but tho rest of 
Hartley’s poetry is all similarly genial and hoautifhl. 

A certain fuliiobs of thought, a bright fancy, and a 
kindly and hearty fiiolingfor whatever is pure, just, and 
gentle, is more or less manifost in cvorytliing he has 
written. A wise sympathy, an appreciating recogni- 
tion of all that ennobles and adorns humanity, and a 
pervading and beneficent moral influence which flows 
firom him in almost all his moods, render Ids i>ocms not 
only charnving but even ecUQring reading. We have no 
room to dwell critically upon his many merits ; but we 
arc altogether of opinion that his is poetry which the 
World will ‘ not willingly let die.* 

In his proBO^writings Hartley Coleridge is generally 
an intense but play^l egotist. He acquaints his 
rentier with hid most Intimate caprices, and invites hiuf 
to the wildest and most surprising confidences. His 
choice of subjects Is extremely wlumsical : now^e will 
discourse on the ‘Character of Hamlet* or tho ^oetty 
of Love,* and iuon descend to a disquisition on ‘ black 
cats * or * pms,* and give you ‘ Thou^ts on Horscniun- | 
ship by a |?edestriiui.* At times he writes with the | 



granty and wisdom of a sage, and at others does not 
scruple to disport himself with the broadest butfoonery 
and fUn. Whoever delights in smart wit, in quaint and 
racy liumour, originality of thought and obserTation, 
sense, shrevrdness, and wliiinsicality, Will assiirodly dnd 
ill Hartley’s two volnmos of ‘ Essays and Maiginalia ’ 
abundant matter to Instruct and fascinate and amuse 
him. • 

It only remains fiir us to close this sketch by a brief 
allusion to Hartley’s rather untimely death. Ho was 
living his old liiEb at Grasmere, when a fit ofsbrorTchitls 
brought it suddenly to an end. * In his )ast hours,* 
says his brother, * he took a clear review of his past 
life ; his words, whether addressed to mo or to Iiimself, 
falling distinct on my car; iiis mind appearing to 
retain its wontod sagacity, and his tongue scarcely 
less than ilb wonted eloquence. Of this niost Solemn 
confession 1 can only r<>{>eat that it justified the most 
favourahlo construction that can be put upon the past, 
and the most consolatory hope that could be formed 
for the future.’ Ho died on the Gth of January 1840. 
His dcatli was lamented l>y the vholo countiy-sldc ; 
for liis removtil was fi^lt to l>e a dupAvation not cosily 
to 1)0 compensated by those many * friends to whom his 
visits, Ins convotsation^, Ids playful wit, his simple and 
adectionate couildingnesH — nay. Ids very foibles and 
eccentricities, his need of guidance and protection— 
had bo(*onic a rcfrcshinoiit and a stimulus/ and among 
whom, ‘not nM»rc*Iy the kindly affections were drawn 
out in a peculiar manner, hut a love of goodness 
purity, and truth was fostered by his society.* His 
venemblo fVieiid*^Vordsworth was much aflectod, and 
diroidod that lie should bo buried in the grave marked 
out for himself at Grasmere. * Let him lie by us/ said 
he : ‘ he would have wished it.* lu Uttlo more than a 
twclvemoutJi the great poet was carried to his place 
beside him. ‘They lie in the south-east angle of 
the churchyard, not far from a group of trees, the 
little beck that feeds the lake with Us clear waters 
murmuring hy their side. Around them ore the quiet 
mountains.’ It is u litting rostiug-phieo for Hartley 
Coleridge; may the peacefulness of the spot be the 
symbol of tlic kindb'noss whicli is to rest henceforth on 
Ills memory ! ! 

RIDES ON RAILWAYS. 

A smakt little book, profhsoly illustrated with engrav- 
ings, has lately appeared with this title,* and will prove 
a useful, or at all events entertaining oompauiou to 
railway travellers. Tlio work is well done, which is 
almost a singularity ; fur no department of literature 
is so badly cxc^cuted as the ordinary run of guide-books. 
To present luiy thing like an account of the contents of 
so varied a production is of course out of the question. 
We can oidy x>oint to a fow spocimens of the author’s 
descriptions, whidi wc infer to be chiefly the result of 
personal ubservatieii. 

At tlio outset the writer recalls tho remembrance of 
tbo first proposal of railways, and the Wise prophesies, 
oven among ‘practical men,* that they could never 
^ succeed. No train would bo ablo to go quicker than 
fifteen miles an hour— only three miles more than the 
best stago-cooches ; tho r^way would in most places 
have to compoto with canals Ibr goods -trailto; fow 
people would like to risk tlicir lives behind fiery 
engines ; no commercial travellers would go by railways, 
bo^use they would bo away lri>m towns on the jour- 

* Hides on Railways leading to tho Ijokc and Mountain Dis- 
tricts of Cuniborlandt North Walon and tlio Dalos of Dorbyidilro ; 
with a Olanoo at Oxford, Birmingham, hlveipodl, Manohettsr, 
and othrr MoiinMotuelng Towna By Soinu i Bldney, Author of 
* Railways and Agrloupuro,' * Austrohan Itand^lR/ Ao. dtc. 
Illustrated by TwoU^-fbur Ungnurinics on BtSSl, with a Oorract 
Map of tho North Wcstfi n Railway and Its Brandhos. Iiondon : 
W, II. orr A Oo^ Amen Oorucr. ISSI. 



ney ; not one of the nohiUly, tho gentry, or those who 
travel in their own carriages, would like to be drawn 
at the till of a train of wagons in whidi some hutKireds , 
of bars Cff ixt>n were jingUng; the noiso and dirt would 
be intolirikble | cattle in fields would bo ftightcneil out 
of thdr sehsii by the passing trains— and so on, with 
a hundroff Other x^^^o^tications, coolly stated by 
opxionouts bolbre parliament. Not one of tJiese pre^ 
cautionary terrors has proved well-founded --ail riio \ 
fears on tho subject have boon a delusion. In what a 
mean light does tliis result place tlu» proplu^aiors of 
evil I ‘In 1850 upwards of 70,000,000 of souls were 
carried by railway, when only eleven pubsciigorb w'ere 
killocT and fifty-four injured, or less tliau one to each 
million of passengers conveyed.* 

Jjooking hack to old limes, what a change in point of 
cost and comfort I ‘ The earl or duko, whose dignity 
compelled him to post In a chutse-and-four, at a cost 
of some five or six sldlliugs a mile, and au imnicnso 
consumption of liorse-ficbli, wax-lights, and landlndieb’ 
conrtosiOB on the road, now takes his piuoc unuolici'd in 
a first-class carriage next to a gcntlenmn who travels 
for n great claret and chniiqiagno house, and ox>x)osite 
another going down exprcbs to report a railway meeting 
at Birmingham fiir n morning i»{ipei*. If you see a lady 
carefully and courteously escorted to a euniage marked 
“engaged” on a Maxi hoard, it is probably not a 
count ess, but the wife of one of the x>rineipal oilicLis 
of the (‘(mipaiiy. A bjshop in « grotiteoarcwafes no 
sensation ; but a trenundoiis rush of jKivtcrs und 
Bupcrintcudcnts towards one carriage, tumouuees that 
a director or well-known ongiueor is about to take his 
scat. In fact, civility to ai), gentle and simple, is tlic 
rule iutrodueed by tlio Englisli roiluoy-tjyshnn ; ovesry 
porter with a nmiiber i>u his coat is, lor the time, tlu‘ 
passcngi^r’s servant. Hpcciai uttentiou is hestoued 
on those who arc personally luiov n, and no one cun 
grumhlo at that. Some iiooxile wlio liavo never visited 
the continonl, or visiU'd it only for i)le.ibure, travelling 
at their leisure, make comx>ariboiib with tlie railwayb 
of Franco and (lermimy uuluvouriiblc to the Kngll^ll 
b} stem. Our railways are dearer than tho forei/’,n, fco 
is our government — vrv make hotli ourselves ; but 
compare the military-system of tho euutiiieiitul rail- 
ways ; the quarter of an hour for ndimssioii before 
tho btarting of the train, durlug which, if too ear]}'- 
or too late, you are Icw'ked out; the weighing of every 
])icce of baggage ; the lordly, coinmaudnig airs of 
ail tho oftli’ials if any ndavation o1* niles bo requircil ; 
the imouciance with which the iew porters move about, 
leaving ladies and gentlemen to drag their own luggage ; 
comxiaro all tills with the rapid manner in winch the 
loads of lialf-a-dozcn cabs, driving ux> from some otliei 
Kiilway at the last moment, are transferred to the 
departing Kxpre^ss ; compare tho bjiccd, tlie uuivorval , 
civility, attcntioii, and homstt/, that dibtingui^ili onr i 
railway travelling, and ytui eannot fail to come to the | 
conclusion, tlint tor n commercial people to whom time | 
is of value, ours is the liest artiele ; and if we had not i 
been a lawyer-ridden people, wc might also have hud 
the cheapest article.' 

A curious fact has been elicited in connection with 
the cost of railways. It is the prodigious error com- 
mitted by most companies as to furnishing a(‘eouimo- 
dfltion fbr goods - trafiio. The space requirc*tl by the 
principal lines has been so great that ibr this Item 
alone ‘ fiill 25 per cent, has been added to the original 
estimates. George Stephenson calculated the cost of 
gctlingavver Chat Moss aj L.4 0,000; his op])oiicnt 
proved that it would cost L,400,0()0: but it was exe- 
cuted at exactly the sum Stephenson sot down, wjbile 
the capital involved in providing station -room 'ibC 
merchandise at Liverpool find at Idanchester kaa 

g robably exceeded tlio original estimate ibr the whole 
do/ Much of the unforeseen increase in the goods- 
depsittmesit Is due to the dcvudopmMit of traific in 
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ruKi] produce - corn, cattle, sheep, milk, &c.— vastly to 
the l>eiieiflt of the Agricultural interests. * A regular 
trade » novr carried on between Iiondon and the most 
rcTiiote parts of the kingdom in every conoeivabjle 
Hung that will bear moving* Sheep have Isaen eent 
from Perth to Londoh, and Covent-Garden has supplied 
tons of the finer description of vegotablos to the oiti* 
sens of Glasgow; nvery Saturday five tons of the best 
fish iu season are despatched from Billiugsgate to 
Birminghaan, and milk is convoyed in padlocked tins 
fVom and beyond Harrow at lln‘ rate of about one 
penny per gallon. In articles Mdiich are hnporied into 
Liverpool and London then' is a constant intercjiangc, 
according to tlie state of the market; tlms a iienny per 
pound difibmnce may bring a hundred chests of congou 
up, or send as many of liyson down the lino. All 
graziers witliin a day of Die rail are able to compek* in 
the liondoii market ; the probability of any extraordinary 
demand increases tin* number of boasts arriving weekly 
at Camden Station from the average of 500 to 2000, 
and the slioep from 2000 to 6000; and those animals 
can be brought from theforilicst grazing -grounds in 
tljo kmgdom without any lose of weight, and in much 
Indier condition than the fat oxonwero formerly driven 
to Smithfiold from the rich jiastures round Aylesbury 
or the Valley of the 'Fhamos.* Tlie time has absolutely 
come when it may Ik* said that a fiirmer is to ue pitied 
who is out of roach of a railway, lie is left, as it w^ere, 
out of tho^rld. 

The rides couimenee of course at Buston Square, 
the metropolis of railways, and down go(*<i the traveller 
by the train to Birmingham. A few words arc spared 
for the principal places on the route and its adjuncts. 
Thus of Bedford, of which somctUiiig is said worth 
noticing. Drolly enough, this is an e\ainplc of a town 
killed with kindness, ‘Bedford has been pauperistHi 
by the numb<*r and wealth of its eharities. A mechanic 
or small tradesman can send liis child if it be sick to 
a free hospital; when older, to a free sduwl, where 
even books arc provided; when the boy U apprenticed, 
a fee may he obtained from a charily; at half the tune 
of apprenticeship, h second fee; on the expiration of 
the term, a third; on going to service, a fourth; if lie 
marries, lie experts to obtain from a charity-fund “ a 
portion with his wife, also educated at a charity; tuid 
if he has not sutficient industry or prudence to lay by 
for old ago — and those are virtues which he is not 
likely to practise he looks forward with coufulcnce to 
being boarded and lodged at one of Bedford’s fifty-nine 
alms-houses.’ The chief source of Die charities of Iknl- 
ford is a largo eudowmeut by a w'oalthy alderman of 
London, who would have done much better to have 
spent his money upon liiiiiself than to leave it to deifto- 
ralise succeeding generations. 

Speaking of Banbuiy : * the Buckinghamshire Bail- 
way has r^uced tho price of c^al to the inhabitants 
from 22s. to 15a. |H*r ton on 150,000 tons per annum ' 

- a saving of upwards of L.50,000 a year to a single 
kmu on one article! Opponents of railways, if there 
be any left, can ponder this fact. 

Next, as to Oxford, after some amusing matter 
comes an observation on New College— new oiicc, but 
old now, for it was built by William of Wykeham in 
18$0 — a very respectable antiquity. Winchester 
School, founded by the same i^rthy, is a sort of step 
preliminary to the New College. Here is the way ; 
things are managed Winchester School still retahia 
ita ancient charaeter fi)r BcholarsUip. (It is said to be j 
almost impossible to ^ ^uck** n Wykehamist) ^ but { 
Dio foundaDon has bee^ grossly abused, the eloeted 
being not poor boys^ but fiie sons of wealthy clergy* 
men and geuDeinen,* as indM th^had nSod b^, for, 
hy another the plimts of bpys on tho frunda- 
tmn Imvq to pay about a year for their board* 
a boy, distinguished for dfiigmioe and abUlty 
His follows, b^s been, at dc^teeu or nineteen 


I years, elected to a fellow ship of New College, his 
work fijr life is done — no more need for exertion — 
every incentive to Epicurean rest. Fine rooms ; a fine 
garden ; a dinner daily the best in Oxford, served in a 
style of profiision and elegance that loaves noDiing to 
l>e desir^; wine the choicest; New College ale most 
famous ; a reDring-room where, in obsequious dignity, 
a butlmr waits on nis commands, wiUi fresh bottles of 
tho strong New College port, or ready to compound a 
variety of delicious drinks, amid which the Now College 
eider- cup* and miht -julep can be specially recom- 
mendod. iNewspapers, magazines, and novels on the 
tables of both tho junior and senior common rooms ; 
a stable for his horso and a kennel for liis dog, 
form pArt of Diis grand club of learned ignorance. 
And so, in idle uBclcssnoss, lie spends life, unless by 
good fortune he falls in love and marries : even then, 
wc pity his wife and his cook for tho first twelve 
months — or, by reaction, fiieb into ascetieism and 
becomes a father of St IMiilip Ncri or a follower of 
Saint Piihsoycut. But, after all Dus virtuous remon- 
strance on the misdm*ctioii of Willituii of Wykeham’s 
noble cndowmcift, wo must onu Diat, of our Oxford 
acquointaneo, none aro more ngri*eab1e than those 
New C‘oUege fellows of the old s« bool, “ wlio wore 
shocking bad hats and asked >011 to duima*.” Much 
better than tho Cold-blooded “monks without mass” 
who arc fust superseding Die 111 , jubt as idle and more 
ill-natured.* 

As to the producDons of Oxford : * the only Irvcal 
manulkctures of Oxford, except gentlemen, are Iwiots, 
leather -breeches, and boats; these Tost in great p(‘r- 
foi'tion. The regatas and rowing-matches on the Isis 
arc very exciting affairs. From Die narrowness of the 
stream, they arc rather chases Dun races ; the winners 
cannot pass, but musl pursue and butup their competi- ‘ 
tors. Tine many silent, solitary wherries, urged by 
vigorous, skilful arms, give, on a summer evening, a 
pleasing life to river side walks, although that graceful 
flower, the pretty pink bonnet and parasol, ]>eculi.ir to 
the waters of liichmond and Hampton, is not often 
found growing in the Oxford whorrj. Comedies, in 
the 8hni>o of slanging matches with the bargi's, arc le^s 
frequent than fonnorly, and melodramatic fistic-combats 
still loss frequent. But old boatmen still love to relate 
to their peaceable and admiring pupils how that pocket 
Hercules, the Jionourablc S — - C*— -, now a pirius 
clergyman, had a single combat with a saiwy six-foot 
bargee, “ all nJouc by thoj^ t\n o bclvcs,” buiiginl up both 
his eyes, and left him all but dead to time, ignor«mt 
then, and for months afu*r, of the name of his vu tor.’ 

Keturning to tho in.iin line, the traveller reaches 
Wolvcrtoii, a great eating -station, associated in our 
minds with bad attendance, worse tea, worst barley- 
broth, and an immense struggle to get at any. Wolver- 
ton is exclusively a railway town, for manufacturing 
railway articles, and is under railway government. It 
is inhabited by a respectable and intelligent body of 
mechanics. ‘And what are the losults of this colony, 
in which tlrore aro none idle, none poor, and few un- 
educated? Why, in many respects gratifying, in some 
respects disappointing. The practical reformer will 
learn more than one useful lesson from a patient inves- 
tigation of Die social state of tliis great village. Those 
who have not been in the habit of mixing with the 
superior class of EngUth skiUed mechanics will be 
agreeably surprised by tbe intellsgence, information, 
and educational acquirements of a ^at number of tho 
workmen here. They will find moif labouring for dally 
wages capalde of taMng a creditable part in political, 
literary, and sd^nD^ discussion ; but at the same time 
tho followars of George Sand and the French preachers 
of proletarian perfecDon will not find tbofr noDons of the 
ennobling effoctg of manual labour raised. There are 
exceptions, nut as a general rule, after a bard day’s 
work, a man is not inclined for study of any kind, least 
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of aU for tho invostigntiou of abstract science ; 
thus it is that at WolviTtoii library novels ^re much 
^ more in ilcmaud than scientific treatises* In summer, 

' wlu'n v'alks in the fields are pleasant, and men can work 
in their gardens, the demand for books of any kind falls 
off. Turning from tho library to the mechanics* insti- 
tution, pure science is not fouml to have ms.ny charms 
for the mechanics of Wolverton. G€fologic|jl and astro- j 
nomical UK^tures axo ill attended, while musical cntiT- j 
tainnients, dissolving views, and dttimatic recitations | 
arc popular. It must bo confessed that dulncss and 
monotony oacrcise a very unfhvourablo iiglucnce on I 
this comfortable colony. The people, not being Quakers, I 
arc not content without ainu&emcnt. They receive their 
appointed wages regularly, so that they have |iot even 
tlie amusement of making and losing money* It would i 
t>e nil e\(*elJeiit tiling for tho world if the kind, chari- 
table, cold-blooded i>eo])le of middle age, or with middle- 
aged liefwls and hearts, wlio think tliat a population may 
be rule<l into an o\er)day lile of alternate work, study, 
and constitulional walks, without anything warmer 
than a w’eak siin|K‘r from y cur's end to year*s end, 
would consult the Ksideiitb of Wol^Sjrton and (Vewo 
before plinming their neKt parallelogram.* 

Old-ihshioiRd people will bo glad to know tliat rail- 
ways have not quite knocked up all the snug roadside 
inks. One of these, at a place called Wansfiird in 
England, is thus noticed : — * It about to investigate the 
antiquities of Stamford or rcterborough, the traveller 
will do well to stoj) at Wansford for tlie sake of one of 
the liest inns in Europe, well-known under tho sign of 
‘‘ Tho Iluycock at Wansfnrd in England.’* Tliis sign 
rcjiresouts a man strotohed on a fioatiiig linyc(K‘k, and 
apjiArenlly in conversutiou with parties on a bridge. It 
is iutonded t<) illustrate the legend of Drunken Barnaby, 
who, travelling during the time of the plague from 
London northw «ird, tasting and criticising the ale on 
the road, drank so much of tlic I^orlhamptonsliire 
biewHt that lie fell asleep on a haycock, in one of the 
flat meadows. In the night-time a sudden flood arose, 
as is often the I'asc in tills part of tlic counti 7 , and 
our toper aw'okc to find himsedr floating ou a great 
tide of w Rter, wliicli at length brought him to i bridge, 
ujion which, hailing the passers-by, he asked, “ Wlicr© 
am 1?*; in full exjiectatiou of having floated to France 
or Spain; whereu])on they answered: ** At Waiisfonl.” 
“What!** he exclaimed in ecstasy, ‘‘Wansford in 
England !” and landing, drank the aie, and gave a new i 
name to the inn of this vilUige betw'cen throe counties. 
Tiio inn— w Inch belongs to the Duke of Bedford — affords 
a sort of ficcoininiKlation which the rapid travclJiiig and 
short halts of ruilw'ays have almost abolished. But 
an easy rent, a Ijirge farm, and a trade in seliiiig and 
hiring hunters, enables the landlord to provide as 
comfortably for his guests as when, in old iiosting-days, 
five dukes made the Haycock their night-luilt at one 
time. On entering the well-carpeted cofrt*c-rooin, with 
its ample screen, tdazing fin*, and plentiful allowance 
of oasy-clmirs, while a well-appointed tempting dinner 
is rapidly and silently laid on tho spotless table-cloth— 
the tired sportsman or traveller will be inclined to 
fancy that lie is visitor to somo wealthy squire rather 
than the guest of an innkeeper. When we add that 
tho bedrooms match the sitting-rooms ; that the charges 
are moderate; that tho I'ytchley, Karl Fitzwilliam’s, 
and the Duke of Rutland’s hounds (tho Beovor), moot 
within an cosy distance ; that tho county abounds in 
antiquities, hliow- houses like Burleigh; that uleasant 
woodland rides are within n circle of ten milijs { that 
good pike-fishing is to he had nearly all the year round; 
while in retirement Wonsford is complete; wo hnvo 
said enough to show that it is well worth tho notice of 
a largo class of travellers— firom young couples ou their 
first day’s journey, to old gtmtlenicn travelling nordi 
and needing quiet anrl a bottle of old port.*# 

Here wo would stop, but are tempted to give one 


more extract. The passage rotbrs to Dr Arnold and 
tho celebrated school at Rugby, to which he was aj)- 
poinlod head* master. ‘Dr Arnokl, from the <lay on 
which he first took charge of the school, adopted the 
course which be ever afu*r adhered to, of treating the 
boys like gettilemon and reasonable beings. Tlius on 
receiving ftom an ofTender an answer to any question, 
he would say: If you say so, of course I believe you; ” 
and on this he would act* 'L'lio efibet of this was 
immediate and remarkable ; the better feeling of the 
school was at onco touched ; boys declarcil : “ It is a 
shame to tell Arnold a lie, hwaitse he always believes 
you;” and thus at one bold stop tlie axoAivas put to 
the rt)Ot of the inveterate prnctici’j of lying to tlic 
master, one of tlic curses of schools. In pursiiaiiee of 
the sanio views, when roprinianding a boy, lie generally 
took liim ap.irl, and spoke to him in siicli a manner ns 
to make him feel that his master was grieved and 
troubled at liis wrong-doing; u Quakcr-like simplicity of 
mien and lnngung(\ a sti^nnesK of manner not unmixed 
with tenderness, and. a total absence of all donisb ” 
airs, combineil to produce iliia efil*ct, Nor were his 
personal liaints without their cfiei'l. 'riio boys sow in 
him no outward apjicaraucv of a Holcnin pedagogue or 
dl^ified ecclesiastic wliom it was a temptation to dupe, 
or into whose ample wig javelins of pajKT might witli 
imimnit^ be darted; but a spare, active, delennincd 
man, six feet high, in duck troust^rs, a uarrow-brimnied 
liat, a sailor’s bhude bondkercliief knotted round bis 
neck, a heavy walking-stick in his hand; a strong 
ivinlmer, a noted runner; the first of oil the masters 
ill the schoolroom on the winter mornings, teaching 
t)ie lowest class when it vvas his turn the same 
energy wliieh he would have thrown into n lei’tuie to a 
critical audience, listening with interest to mi inielli* 
gent answer from the smallest boy, and sfieaking to 
them more Ukc an elder brulher than the liiMd-mastcr. 
They soon perceived that tlioy liad to deal v\ ith a man 
thoroughly in earnest, acute, active, and not easily 
dcc(‘ived ; that lie was not only a scliolar but a gentle- 
inaii, wdio expected them to behave as the sons of 
gentlemen themselves.’ By thcs(‘ and other available 
means the ‘standard of intelligenee and iiiftirmatiou 
was incalculably raised, and the mdiool, as a place of 
education in its wider sense, became infinitely more 
efficient.' 


SAVAGE NOTIONS OF FIIILANTUUOPY. 

Tukku ore few more precarious investments than 
spending money, time, or labour on other jH'opk‘’8 
atfairs, with an eye to a speculative return in gratitude. 
Tlios<‘vilio have done so once will seldom knowingly 
venture on a second cx])criment. If a man from the 
feeling of simple benevolence feel inclim»d to bostoiv 
benefits on his friends or noighbours, let him do so; 
but if he is rash enough to imagine that his generosity 
is likely to yield him large retm-ns in gratitude and 
good offices hereafUT, he will fiud it a very poor 
spwulation indeed. When 1 Jicar a man complain- 
ing of the ingratitude of somo friend or relative to 
wdiose jutcrest ho had sacrificed liie own, I look ution 
him as a disappointed speculator, not a disinterested 
philanthropist. 

Having from the period of my earliest recollections 
been afflicted wiUi an impulsive tendency to give away, 
and to tlinist kindnesses upon other people, 1 uscfl ip 
feel very much puzzled to ac'count for the fact, that when 
1 venturq^ to solieU a favour from those to whom 1 had 
in niy own way been most'tlavish, I was much Icjss 
likely to roccivo it than some one else who hod given 
thorn nothing. My eyes were for the first time opened 
to the true state of tho case by some incidents Which 
occurred to me wdiile living among tho half- savage 
tribt'B who inhabit tho jungly districts bordering 
Nepaul. * 
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There being no civil or miliUuy stdi^n within sc^veral 
days' journey of vhero I was atatioiiiod, 1 hod, in Uic 
event of siukncaa or eccicloxit bei^mn^ servants^ to 
prescribe for them what avo iudadcd tinder 

the name of domostio medioinea. This was anito a new 
Held to me, and % wept it 0(M| amoirej adminiatering 
pills, making ponlticof» applying bandlgca, with 
a zeal and en^gy very ediiying to myself, and, as I 
imagined^ Idghly benedoicil to my patients. This last 
itnprossion, howevef» was a gross dolusioii, as I $ub* 


aoqnently disoovoted 

?)nc of drst patients was a tall, unwholesome- 
looking youth named Vlieom, who hiid charge of tho 
goats I kept ton supplying my table with milk. Bheom 
in his personnr appearance and predacious instincts 
made the neiurcst a))ixroach to what might bo termed a 
human weasel 1 over saw. lie had the sharp nose and 
coucayo Ix^lly, and tho same irrepressible tendency to 
hunt up and devour small vermin which ciiaracterist^ 
tho weasel tribe all over tho world. When Rheem 
dejiartod to the Moidhau witli his goats at daybreak, 
he was fUmished, besides his guIcK or peUat-bow, with 
a numVr of odd -looking skewers and hooks, for 
trapping and <Hsinterring rats, heclgehogs. and porcu- 
pines. Tho pcllat-bow was wsod for shooting parrots 
and hquirrols; and it was seldom that JBheom returned 
without somo half-dozen rats or squirrels stlaug by 
thoir tails to his girdle. 

On one occasion, when in pursuit of a porcupino 
whloh Imd taken shelter among tho tangled roots of a 
l)anian-trei.‘, Bheem, having made up Ids mind that the 
porcupine was to bo cooked with chillies, garlio, and 
gof mritrh, became somewliat forgetful of his personal 
safety, and having tho animal at bay in a blind hole, 
ho was digging away witli all his might to get at it, 
when tho porcupino rushed between his logs, tearing 
them with his quills as he passed, and escajied. 

Hhcem Came limping home at oven lido in a very sad 
pligiit, with his legs swathed with banduges of juuglo- 
grohs over a plaster of chewed newa leaves. As a 
matter of course, X took tho legs under my (*are ) 
aud hud the satisfiction, after washing them every 
morning with Inkowariu water and applying poultices, 
to Si'o them gradually getting well again. But the 
distinction of liaviiig his master to ^cook' his sliins 
every morning was too mucli for Bheom's head, and 
he began to exhibit symptoms of sclf-concelt and arro- 
gance among his fellow-servants, as if his getting his 
shins scraj^ by a jwreupine had Ik»cii something 
highly meritorious! After all pretence for looking at 
hiH sliins was over, he discovered a multitude of pi'tty 
ailments in hU back, his sides, and his belly, for which 
I gave him pills aud powders wHItout number. But 
although ho always professed to derive groat benedt 
fVotn nir dhootvgs (mcKUoincs), he never got well; 
and in aU likelihood never would, if ho had not picked 
a quarrel with the cook, when it came out tliat 
was in tho habit of milking the goats on his 
on n account every evening before bringing them homo. 
Tills was the more provoking ihati under tho pretence 
of feeding the young kids, I had Drcqueiitly been 
obliged to put up with aliurt allowance of milk to my 
cofieo. On my taxing Bhccm with his dishonesty, he 
got on his knees, and in sucli terms of alyect suppli- 
cation os np language but Ilindostaneo can exi»*oss, 
besought me to forgive him; calling me ^gureeb-purwih^^ 
0 provider te the poor’), ‘mai-bab* (‘father and 
mother*), ‘malpkgiUkin kei’ (‘owner of tho slave*), &o. 
All this 1 was prepared for and listqped to as^ matten 
of course. But whep the^wretch proceeded to orjle as 
a farther reason fbr Mglmess, that he had broimht 
his legs to me to dms every day for a fortnight, mat 
he had taken all tho medicines 1 gave him, and would 
continue to tako them ea long as I liked, X was oom- 
pl^y udmn aback. As tp being angry, that was out 


^^ucstion^-dndccd X felt quite ks much aslmm^ 
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as angry* Uhder the pretence of acting the ‘ good 
Samaritan’ X had lieen suiiply gratifying my thera- 
peutical lendeneies at Blicem's expense. 'J'hat this 
was the true philosophy of the matter was proved by 
the fact, that in spite of the lesspn which Bhcem had 
given me, I p^as into taking as much interest in tho 
next case which isacunad as if no such personago had 
over existed^ 

A Uttlo Ifindoo boy of about ten years of ago, who 
had been assisUng Ids father in mending tho roof of a 
brick-kiln, was^ by tho accidental giving way of tba 
rido-wal]% ihrnwii amang tlie hot bricks. His father 
brought him to mo literally half-roasted : Ids fingers 
and toes, fbom his attempts to clamber out of the kiln, 
had heei^ burnt to cinders. His father cried, prayed, 
howled, and wailed until he was hoarse. Tho poor 
suiferrer himself was only able to utter a low moaning 
cry, which, although drowned for the instant in tho 
frantic vehemence of tlie father’s grief; yet came opt 
I with terrible distinctnosa whenover the old man ceased, 
as he was sometimes obliged to do, from sheer exhaus- 
tion. The remembranco of it makes me shudder even 
now, although itts many years biiieo. 

As my slight knowledge of surgery luid never before 
been put to so severe a test, 1 felt conespoudingly 
embarrassed. Without pausing to con^Nidcr the respon- 
sibility I was incurring, F liad tlic boy laid upon a bed 
in the veranda and proceeded to apply such pallia- 
tives as 1 could think of. Linseed-oil and lime-water 
were pn>cured and applied as fiigt as they could bo 
mixed. Xhe poor little follow seemed much reliored by 
the eooliiqt efibet of this unguent, and suiiiotimes inter- 
mitted his sad cry to gasp ‘ Dtcha! uuhar (‘Qood! 
good!’) I had been occupied, X imagint', about two 
lumrs with my patient, dressing his wounds and padding 
him all round with loose cotton, to keep the air from 
irriiutiug tho raw skin; having done Ihh and got Idtn 
to swallow an anodyne, 1 looked aUmt for his father, 
intouding to give him some directions eoncorniiig tim 
medicines 1 wished him to give his son. ilo, however, 
w*w npwhcro to bo found ! After sending people in 
all dinx'tions in bcarcli of him, he was at last clis- 
I covered in his own house tranquilly kneading some 
fiour aud water to make chvpqtias for his dinner, and 
presented himself to me with liis hands and arpis still 
covered with the flour he had been using. I gave him 
a small punkidi, and told him to sit down and drho 
away tho flies from liib son’s face ; and in order that ho 
might not have occasion to leave tlie house again, 1 paid 
another man to cook las ehepatics for him niul bring 
them to him when ready. On going out to tlu' veranda 
half an hour after, 1 found the old man was again absent. 
X began to fbel rather angry; and when he mado 
bis appea^ce some time afterwards, 1 began to scold 
him fur his carelessness, when he held up the cocoa- 
nut shell and appendages which formed his pipe, to 
intimate that he had be^ taking a smoko. 1 told him 
I ho was at liberty to smoke as much as he pleased in tho 
I veranda, but tlm^atened, if I found him absent again. 

I to give him a sound thrashing. Ho promised not to stir 
flroui his son’s bedside, but on one pretext or anotber 
he was constantly abtenting himself. Sometimes ho 
had been to the bazaar to bujr booja (parched rice) ; 
sometimes he had'gono to tako a bath ; sometimes ho 
ha4 gone to consult a neighbouring Brahmin. In short, 
tkere was no end to his excuses. What mailo this con- 
duct appear more hideous was, tfagt tho flics came in 
olouds about the bed; and unless driven away, covered 
the poor boy’s fimq and every other part of Ids body 
exposed to them. 

Now it was that the imprudence of my conduct 
began to make itself felt. Here was my pal lent fast 
sinkiug, while his father, whose natural duty it was to 
attend to him, seemed to think that he had thrown the 
whole rospifiisibiUty on my shoulders: and in tho event 
of his son dying, he would certainly bhmie me for 
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linvinjf occaftioned it. As nrither threats, bribes, nor 
ooiieatics could induce the old man to remain beside 
his son, I ha<l the poor boy placed in a palanquin mid 
carri(»d to lus own house, iii tho hop© that whoii Ids 
father had him under his own roof h© tirould perhaps bo 
nion* disposed to attend to him. I wmt two or three 
times daily to see lum and dress his wounds. If the 
old man was inattentiro before, he was certainly no 
Ix'tlcr now, for whenever 1 called, I oithA* fbtuid him 
asleep or smoking at tho door of bU hut. 

In all cases of severe injury from burning, after tho 
first oxcitemont is over, there ensues an ut^ prostra^ 
tion of Uie whole system, and unless active nVasui^s are 
taken to support the btrength of the patient, ho ulti- 
: matcly sinks Ironi exhaustion. After tho secom day tho 
poor boy censed to complain, and lay apparently uncon- 
scious of all that was passing around him. During the 
few days lu* lived I was in a constant fever 5 wherever T 
wont 1 was linunhsl with tho appearance of the dying 
hoy, and wondering whftlior the father was keeping the 
flies away. 1 was pobitively relieved when a servant cue 
morning informed mo tint the* hrickmaker's hoy was 
dead. I fouml the ohi man sealed by the embers of a 
fire at the foot of the he<l, his two hands grasping tho 
(ocoa-nut shell of his hookah, from a hole in the bide 
of which he was sucking the smoko with a slow, solemn 
(flmf-qhqtjcr, in which it would have been very difllcult 
to detiH t tlu* .u'oents of cither grief or desxiair. Grief, 
however, tlure was, deep and sincere of its kind ; for 
although the ear could not delect the slightest halt or 
wavering in the steady inarch of the hookalfs musk*, 
the tears \icro raining from the old man’s ejes and 
falling in big drops at his feet. 'Die indiflbrencc and 
cartdesbiicbs he had exhibited while his sou was alive 
had not prejiarcd me for this; so feeling that I had 
done him an injiisliet*, 1 gave 0 few rupees to assist liim 
in fulfilling tho funoral-rihs. 

In the next ease which oecMirred X took care to avoid 
till* n*eponsihihly T had incurred in my last experi- 
ment ; and as J imagined 8uect‘safully. 

A poor woman, while employed with some others in 
weeding a rice-flcld, left her child'— an infant about 
twelve months old — in a clump of long gross near the 
skirt of the juugk*. After she hail lioeu some time at 
work her attention was directed to tho siiot wheic sho 
had left her child by hearing its screams. On ruuning 
towards it, she observed a large wolf dragging .the child 
ill his teeth towards the jungle. The whole baud of 
w'ecdcrs instantly started in imrsiiit, shouting and 
s(re.arning as they went. The wolf, finding he was 
pursued, dnipiK'd tho child, and mode off‘. When 
brought to me, beyond a few flesh-wounds from tho 
annual's teeth, the child was nut so much injured as 
might have been expected from the treatment it hud 
received. 

The mother, in a frantic st.itc of excitement, threw 
herself at my fevt, and promised to 1 m* my slave for life 
if I would make her child well. This she seemed to 
tliink 1 could do off- hand mid by a single operation. 
Tlie uativos, in common with the iiihahitants of more 
enlightened countries than Ilindoston, have a notion 
that unless smmt/ihtqu applied to a wound or bruise 
* it will never lieal. Aceordiugly pound^ charcoal, 
lime, cow-dung, tumeric, garlic, &c. are applied in all 
cases of wounds aud bruises. Although but a shott 
time had elapsed since the accideut had taken places It 
was Bufllcieiit to allow a liberal supply of these mate- 
rials to have been applied. My first care as a matter 
of course was to wash them all off; and after dravritig 
tho edges of tho wounds together, to apply 4 few strips 
of adhesive plaster. From what 1 haxl before seen of 
flesh-wounds among tho natives, 1 felt convinced that 
if I could only prevail upon tlic mother to keep tho 
child clemi, it would got well in a fbw duya. To got her 
to do tills I promised her three pice eve»fl? morning 
that sho brought the child to me clean washed. For 


;n'> 


ten days sho (*ame very willingly, when 1 renewed tho 
dressings, and gave her the three pice agreed 011. At 
tho end of tliat time, fliidiug tho wounds were almost 
all healed, I told her that she would nut require to 
bring 1;jhe child to mo any more. She look(*d rallier 
blank at tills aimonncoment, salaamed, and thanked mo 
in a rfty aer^monious manner. She was going on w ith 
a long panegyric on my wisdom and genorobity when I 
interrupted her with : ‘Well, well, lliat will do now — 
go away, and mind to keep the ehiLil clean.' St ill sho 
lingered, and kept swaying herself half round with the 
child riding on her left hip. Hie had ovkUntly souic- 
thing more to say, which sho was inustering ciiurugo to 
expruss. She (‘ommeneed drawing cin’lea among tho 
gravel with tho toes of her left foot, and begati with 
^Khoodawuud’ (‘Master.’) 

‘ Well,* 1 auBweiictl. * what have you to say 

‘Ap hakt*.m liy (‘ Voii aw a wise man.') T am n 
poor woman : I have eonio to your honour every morn 
ing.aa ^ ou desired me. 1 hiought 3011 my cJiild, and 
gave it to you to put your medn incb on it. 1 washed 
it m often 30U ik hired me : bUiely 3011 will not send 
meawayV* 

‘Whj,' I exelnlmtd, ‘what <*ould 1 do with you?* 

But without heeding my interruption bhe Wv*pt on * 

‘ Purely }ou would not bend me away— without some 
bii3*hh<!(4h I ' 

I thought Bhiem had been very niigiateful, but 
buie]> this woman was buni(*tlifiig more. > 

A FKACTK^AL COMMISSIONER OF SKWEIiS. 

Or all places in tho world, Iho hondon poliw'-eourU 
aflbrd the most (‘mious revelations of eiviliseil ethno- 
logy. Hardly n week passes hul some cxtrnorclinaiy 
stratum of crime or misfortune, wherein Imniaii crea- 
tures are found imbedded, and linmau nature peirifiotl 
or transformed, is brought to light. 

Tlie Loudon newspapius lately chronicled the manner 
of life of a moil who, while we cannot call him erimmal, 
and hav(* no right to deem lum unfortunate, smee lie 1 
ap]K*ars to enjoy Ids own mode of o\ibt(*neo us much .is 
an> hotly else — would bcem to hase choben a ciuecr 
embraeing a quigtosseiiee of iileness, misery, and 
wretchcHlness, In a leeeiil ossault-caso heard before 
tlie magistrates at the rierkcuwell Court, this indivi- 
dual a])pearc*d as a witness. Ills real uHiiie is said to 
be Smith, hut he has gained notoriety in the purlieus 
of l^'icld Lane, S.iflVou Illll, and other kiudriMl loealitK % 
under the kohnquei of ‘The Jumiicr.* He Is a lat- 
eah’her by profobsion, but follows his calling in a sljlo 
which places him apart from all hU confirms in that 
elegant avocation, and induces us to ticlieve that, lus 
manner of carrying on business considoied, there can 
hardly bo ‘ two of a trade.* The miiu catches lats tor 
those who keoi) sporting- dogs, and the field of hi^ 
labours embraces all bubterranean London. One-balf 
of Jumper's life is bpeiit in quest of prey from the 
metropolitan sewerage. Furnished with a bull*b-eye 
hnitcrn, a enpac’ious and strongly-made folding-trap, j 
aud a short rake, ho enters tho main sowers at tho j 
foot of Blfu*kfriars’ Bridgi*, aud tracing his dark and 
labyrinthine way beneath the busy thonmghfures of | 
tlio metropolis, waist <* deep in mud and flltli of evory | 
descriptlmi, he pursues his dangerous and revolting 
oocuj&tion. The sewers ljl>ralJy swarm with rats. 
TIoiding lantern and trap In his left hand, he thrusts 
his* rake liither and thither. Tlie disturbed vermin 
nisli from their hiding-places, and, dovzled bf the light, 
foil an easy proy to Jumper, who, gifted *wtth a pocu- 
lior knack, catches them by liond, and places them in 
his cage as easily and indifferently as if tihey wero 
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VISIT TO AN ENCilASII TH ON ASTER Y. 

I JTVYK iih\{i>s fill a ilwp intorc^t in monks nnfl 
inonker}, ainl jiii iiitorost tlmt ilicl not coinmcm*o 
niy historuMl jhtuxI, but may be traciO'l far back hi the 
falmlous Hadeliflian en. I knew of course that lliere 
iu*n* monks in Kiiftland, but could neicr believe them 
to be aiji tiling more than iniUatloii monks. An Ilaltan 
or a Spanish monk I coiiltl mulerhtand, nniJ, aiiite of 
the chronic m olution now j;oinf? on, 1 liad not alto- 
gether withdrawn my faith from n rreneli monk. Hut 
an English monk seciiusl highly improbjible. I wiio 
once iiiiited to visit the Bencdietine convent at Ham- 
niersmith ; but timt was (tiiite too much. Iltmmi / ! 

As if 11 name like that i\as eompatible with a genuuio 
convent! Hohides T myself kneiv tbo bister of the 
.''ibtss; and a nice, kind, frank little lady she win, 
who (liMnlv t(M and sjioke prose as like other people as 
possible. Such cousiclera lions set the Boned ictin(‘b 
compleloly out of tbo question ; bid my eiiriosity, after 
a hard struggle uitli iny unbelief, nas at length aroused 
by (be n ports that leuehed m“ from time to liim* 
coneeimn^ another religious ostablisbment. This was 
the inonaHery of Mount St Hermit d in Ijeiecj>tert>hire 
-a bjitlieiently probable name, it must be confessed, 
notwithstanding its associations uiih f.it cattle and 
improved bri'ods. IVrhaiis the coiusideniblo distaiu e of j 
the county fi oin my usual place of abode formed au | 
eltment in the fiMsiliility of tbo thing; but ac anyratc 
I did ^end a inissii e to the Fathers, to acquaint them, 
in what I was told was the jireseribed form, i.ith my | 
intention to pi;, them a^ihit; nnd hall-intereslcd, half- | 
pooh-piKihisb, I actual!} se* out lor an Englisli nionna- 
t^ry. JMy letter was forwarded through the peiiny-pubt ; 

1 travelled myself by rail. , 

On arriving at the nearest station, whicli is six miles 
from the abliey, 1 found that the good Fathers had 
provided a con\ eyani'e for me, draini by a ixmy, and 
driven by an Jiibhman, Tiie pony uab sedate and slinv, 
^as became a coiiventunl horbe ; and the Irishman was 
in u Jmrry neither with liis words nor actions, but sat 
quietly on his box like a monumonital flfjure of 
Resignation. The consequoneo was that tUo shades of 
evening fcdl thickly around us before our arrivaT, and 
tlmt seen through them tlio adventure began to look 
respectable. I ivaa on my ivny to a moniistory — to the 
nioiiastery of St Bernard. I u as to cat in its refectory, 
to pray at its sosiiers, to bleep in its dormitory. In 
England, it is true, where the people would mob a 
Capueliin as thi'y would a BloonuTili' ; a^^d in a county 
W’here short boms are the chief local celebHties : but 
ho matter. Tiie evening was dark an<l preteniaturnlly 
tilent ; and when At length we stopiicd at a large, 


gloomy, unflnibhed portal, dimly lighted by n lantern 
Mis])( nded from the roof, and containing a binglo candle, 
it was with somoiliing very like a thrill I descended 
fi oin the conveyance, and prepared to allow myself to 
he sw'ullowed up by these det'p black gales. 

J was rceehed by a venerable -looking iiiOiik, in a 
light drab habit reaching to his ankles, wlio with 
much kindne'ss of manner bade me w'eleome. Ih‘ con- 
dir'teil mc-^to an inner room of Hie Gate-house, where I 
wrote my name in the visitors* book; ami we then 
crossisl a quadr.ingnlar court to the Gne.-*t-IIiill, where 
tea and other refre.sliments Juul Ixi'ii x'HqKiri'd. \YIiile 
gazinr? louiid me like a man in a strange country, a 
swell of music rose suddenly upon my ear. 

‘It is the brethren in the choir,* said the guest- 
master, observing me starts, ‘who are JiuUbing their 
evening devotion . U'hat is the “Salve Regina,” or 
hymn to the Virgin; and when I hear its last 
eadenee, my day is nt an einl, and my lijis must no 
more ojk*u except in prayer.* Wieu the solemn 
chant dn'd away, a hidl rang, called the an.;olU', and 
the guest - master and his a>sistant, a lay- brother, 
immeiliatcly facing about, sank on tiudr knees befon* .i 
line picture of the CVueifixion. Here they said tluir 
augebis; and the guest - m aster, who bad missed the 
8i*rviee in tlio eln/ir in eonseqnence of hia attendance 
upon me, went through ins ‘ ollieo ’ —apparently a long 
iitnal — before rhiiig from Ins knees. During this 
interval — though hardly feeling that it was germane to 
the place and time--! w'as busily engaged, at the 
Xiressing instance of the lay -brother, hi diseassing a 
very iiitercsliiig tea and <U lieious omelet. 

Wien tlio monk had finished his devotions and I my 
refreshment, lie laid a book before me, and pointing to 
a section, seemed to desire that I should read it. It 
proved to be a short lesson on monastic olx'dience; and 
when J had finished, he eondueted me to the cloisters, 
and through ibem to the eliuwh, a large and gloomy 
edifice, lighteil only by tfo dim but ev(‘r-buming lamp 
of the saiu‘tuiiry. It was from this building 1 liad heard 
the solemn sw’cll of the ‘ Halve Regina,* giv eu forth 
by the united voices of forty monks ; but now our own 
footsteps wore the only sounds that broke the awful 
stiihiess of the place. The monk, with bis muflleil 
figure, and slow, calm pace, went on before me into the 
choir, and knelt Iwfore the altar. This appeared to l)c 
the sole pttrpose for which he ^ad entered the church, 
sinec he could hold no communication witli me; and 
as 1 stood behind his motionless figure, and watched 
the faint play of the solitary lamp, lost in tho profound 
darkness beyond, a feeling akin to suxierstitioua torror 
took possession of me. T do not kuOV how long tho 
silent monk remained on his knees, but it must have 
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boon a coneidorablo m([ whoa at loogUi ho rone 
Anil glided away as bciore, I jtoUowod him with a 
sritsation of relief. I foUowod him out of tl«s chureh, 
nc rose tho quadrf^lff1c, and into the liedroom where I 
was to pass the night; whoa my oondUct/ir, waviiw 
hifi hand in adieu, left the rootU} and I found myself 
alone. * 

Alone, in a ml monastery, inhabited by real monks 
— and all this in England I The idea was not easily 
grappled with. At first view the thing was improbable: 
but there t was. There was uotliing unreal in tho fire 
that biased before me, and threw a fliekormg light into 
the room ; nor in the roof, witli its black rafters ; nor 
in the small Umt-bedste^, wdth its drab^ moreen 
ourlaiiis — tlie livery of the' monks themselves; nor in 
tho ptic-ffmt with the prayer-desk by its side, standing 
on the nriearpeti'd floor; nor in the dressing-table, 
looking-glass an<l stone fender ; nor in the pieturorof 
the saints, tliat moved and nodded in tho fitful light 
U]^)n tho walls : hut somehow tho real was mingled 
with the unrt*al ; and ns 1 sat staring into the fire, 1 saw 
distinctly the shaxlows of tJie Confessional of the Black 
Veiii tents; and ouee I turiKsl fairly round to look for 
that mysterious monk wlio had a])pointod to meet 
with liie young Montorio in a similar place. JVrhaps 
the n*ader remembers that as the hour of tr 3 ' 8 t 
nppronehed, Montorio bwame impatient, lAid looked 
<*agerJy round tlie cm])ty nwm for Ins ex|)ected visitor; 
till, on raising bis eyes again as the’ chK*k struck, he 
beheld the monk calmly seated at the table, with his 
eyes fixed on tJie dial. 

I sat thus for a eouaidcrnble time, immersed in wild 
but pleasing imngiiintioiis, and at length went to 1x*d 
and fell asleep. Tlien my waking thoughts were 
ri'pcnled in my <lr(‘ains, and T was follow ing through 
some dark corridor a tall, dim, gliding figure, when 
suddenly my steps w ere arrested, and my sleep broken 
by the det*p loiwtf of a 1m 11. 1 found it was om* o'<‘loek ; 
and this doubtloBswas the sound tliut Mimmoiied the 
monks to luatiiis. I thought drowsily for a time of tJie 
heroism of their devotion; Init sleep W'ns once more 
(lese(‘n<liiig on my eyes, ^\hvn a slow and dolorous 
chant stole across tlie courtyard and through my little 
pointed wiiuiow^, un<l I eould distinctly hear the voiees 
of tlie monks sending on high their moniing-hymn. 
The cadence had .Meun*ely db*(l away, when I was again 
in the land of dreams ; but after a time - it might liave 
been two or tbn'o hours— the deep holeinn bell aw oke 
me anew, sounding, as 1 was afterwards told, for 
prim^ ; and as it eoutiiiued at intervals I slept no more. 
At half- past six I heard a knock at my door; and 
on answering ‘Come in,* a strange figure entered, 
envelop<^ in a dark haf>il, and looking not unlike one 
of tho witches* in * Macbeth. ’ lie carried a light, a long 
brush, and a coal -box; and after having kindled the 
fire and swept the heartli, was about to retire, when I 
asked him a (juestion concoming the w'eather. llis reply 
w'jis merely to put Ids finger on his lips, and with an 
unintelligible growl ho loft the upartraent. I may 
mention here, what I learuad afterwards, tliat thcix» 
were eight bedchambers, all uniform witli the ono I 
occupied. 

Shortly after, tho guest-master apx>oared with a jug 
of hot water, and eheerfuUy wished me good-morning, 
hoping I had sU*j»t comfortably. He informed mo tliat 
brcokfiist would bo ready at half-past eight, but that ' 
higli-mass was perfbnncd in the ehureh every morning 
at half-past soton, at which all the gu(‘8ts were expected 
to lie present. After breakfast iho abbot higiself would 
oomc and bid wokAmo, and he request me to be 
in my room to receive him. After tho guK^st^mastor 
had taken bis deportmo, I got, up and made my toilet, 
during which proct^ss tlie bell struck thrice— the premo- 
nitory sighal, as the guest-master bad told me, for mass, 
And intended pa give the priests time to put on their 
V *yestmentB. After this tho bells ttMg at two inteiyiiis, j 


os they did for all the other services, and I proceeded 
to tho church. Xwas shewn into tho rood-loft, the 
place appropriated for tho guests, and found two or 
threo before me. Tlie monks wore all in their stalls 
reciting a short preliminary office, and tho priests were 
At tho altar, which was prepared with six large Hglitod 
candles and other porapbemalia, for the pc'rformance 
of liigb-ipass. Ibis, it seems, was a febiival-day, and 
tho abbot was to sing high-mttss himself. The office 
being over, the priests went into tho sacristy, from 
which ^ey soon returned in procession, accompanied 
by the ^bot in his pontificals, including the mitre and 
crosier, ai^d pre<H*ded by his cross-bearer and ncolyU'S, 
or boys bearing liglits and incense. Shortly k^fore tho 
conel^jslon of mass a monk brought books interlined 
with music, which 1 perceived were th(» Pi/ia sAw««/e 
or ritual of processions. Accordingly, at the conclusion 
of mass, a procession moved rouiul tho church and 
eloistiTS, which the guests, wound m) to a pitch of 
sentimental excitement — at least 1 can answer for 
myself— did not rlan‘ to refuse joining. Thi‘ chanting 
continued during the procession until wc rcgamcrl the 
church, when •■a slnirt ser\iee was perf<*rmed at tho 
altar; and so far as wt won' conciTiied tho religious 
service of the morning was at an end, wIkmi w'c hastt iicd, 
cold and hungry, into the guest -luill, when* a plain 
breakfast awaited us. The only thing worth uotieo in 
the meal was, that it included no meat, that being an 
article which is strictly xiroUibited from entering the 
monastery. 

After breakfast, mindful of tho injunctions of the 
guest-master, I retired to my room, to lie ready to 
receive the visit of the abbot ; and it was not without 
some feeling of cxeitomeiit I awaited the aiipiMiaeb of 
the reverend heail of this singular establishment. I am 
happy to say he looked tlie conventual dignitary to the 
life; Jicing a venerable old man of at ksibt eighty 
years, much attenuated, ns if worn away with watching 
and fhsting, tuid rather decrejiit. Having bmi informi'd 
that the ceremony was customary, I knelt kTore 
1 him with unfeigned respect and huinilily ; and wlien 
! lie had pronounced his bem*ilirtion, 1 rose fiom iny 
knees, thmking that J should derive gixid and no evil 
from an old man's blessing. In conversation, hovever, 

1 must say 1 found him not only simple hut ignorant, 
lie had hccu a member of the (Jliurch of Kngland ; but 
entering the service of a Roman C’atholie family m 
early life, ho had become a convert to the religion lie ] 
now professed, and iifterwards taking the vows, had | 
lived to find liimself the head of his order in Knghuid. i 

Wlien the abbot left me, the guesl-mabUT caino by 
appointment to take mo throngli the e^tubliblimeut. 
First, there is the gate-Jmuse already mentioned, con- 
taining a great hall, an almonry, kitchen, porteria 
lodge, and two or three small rooms, besides four 
sleeping-apartments. I^oin this the first quadrangle 
is entered, ono side of which is formed by the gate- 
house, one by tlie infirmiury and apartments for the 
infirmorian, another by the great (diurch, and tlio 
fourth by the guest -liall, the Apartments of the 
abbot and prior, and several giiesl-rooins. A passage 
leads from tho guests’ apartments to the cloisters,^ 
wliicdi form anotner quadrangli^, whence brancli tlie 
library, cliapter-house, dormitory, refectory, kitchen, 
and sacristy. From the cloisters there are tw'o 
entrances into the church ; and in the centre of tliis 
quadran^e is the burial - grouud, where a grave is 
always kept to remind the brethren of their latter 
end. A passage leads from tho cloister to a third 
quadrangle, containing tho workshops, bakehouse, 
brewhooae, dairy, and other domestic ofliees. 

The prinripgl officers of tho monastery arc tho abbot, 
prior, subprior, housekeeper, two masters of novices, 
and two miest^masters. All these, with the exception 
of tho ufisters of novices, have the liberty of speech 
before tlie angelus m tho evening ; but tho other monks, 



numbering forty, and chiefly fhiiii ape ' oiiihi- 

dcinned to a much more stringent ^ 

not permitted to speak even to .^«ch othef without 
special leave front the 6ui)erior ; and they can only 
make known their wants by pi^scHbed sig^ 
food consists of only one ;mear id that is 

restricted to vegetables ; while tiiey not allowed a 
Are even in winter. SevOiti services, all inilTjatin, are 
^^rmed in {lie chnrch during the day and nighty and 
on Sunday there is a sermon delivered. All these may 
be attended by any one who chooses^ the gUsat ; west 
gates being alwa 3 ^B open ; but the secmlar pdtt of the 
I church is divided from the regular by the food-screcn. 

: Wien flnislied, this part of the building will cohrist of 
nave^ aisles, transept, and choir; although at gresOnt 
only the nave is completed, with its six altars. Nino 
of tile monks arc iiriests. 

The dress of the choir-brothers consists of a light drab 
habit reaching to the feet, with a black scapulary, and 
a cowl or hood. Tiie scapulary consists of two bands 
of -woollen stuff, the one crossing the shoulder, and the 
other the stornatjh. It is supposed to have been origi- 
nally a heavy covering worn by the oarljr hard-working 
monks for carrying loads on their shoulders, although 
afterwards it was considered as a sign of peculiar 
devotion to the Virgin Mary. The dress of the lay- 
brothers is brown, and they do hot wear the cowl. 
Both classes have leathern belts round the waist.. They 
wear no linen, and tlie}’^ wash and shave only once a 
week. Every Friday morning they perform what is 
called ‘ (lisc.ipUne,* which consists in laahuig thoir backs 
with a whip of many thongs, wdiilc one of the brothers 
recite? the fifty-first psalm, MiRerere met. During my 
visit one of them wore an iron chain with sharp spikes 
round liis waist and next his skin ; hut this individual, 

X hear, lias since then desertcjd the monastery, and taken 
refuge iu Protestantism. Every night before mnplm or 
the last ofEcre, a chapter is held, at which the brethren 
have to confess to their superior what they have thought 
of during the day ; and if their thoughts do not meet 
his approval, or if they inform him of any breach of 
rule committed either by themselves or another—such 
as genuflecting with the right knee instead of the letlt 
— certain penances are awarded, one of which is for the 
transgressor to lie do^vn at the church-door and jicrmit 
his brethren to walk over him. If a brother comes late 
into the refectory, he has to proceed to the head of tlie 
room and stand with his back bent until tlio hammer 
of the superior calls him to his place; or if any mistake 
is mode in the choir by sounding a wrong note, or 
singing a wrong antiphon, the erring brother, as soon 
as he Snds he has done amiss, proceeds at once to the 
front of the altar, w'here he prostrates himself till the 
su^ioris hammer recalls him to his stall. The monks 
are not permitted to have any will of them own; 
what they are required by their superior to do must be I 
done. They are frequently required to pray for what 
the superior desires in his own mind, without being at 
air acquainted with what that desire is. I heard one 
of the brethren who was permitted to speak declare, 
thiit if he was ordered by the siq^rior to go out to sea 
Wn an open boat without oars or s^ls, he should feel it 
his bounden duty to do so. During them novitiate 
they are put to tlm most revolting p^fs of their humi- 
lity. A clergyman of tlie Clitiiw' of Englanid 
this monastery, and li>ecame so AhMnoured^^o^ 
life, that h<3 gave Ms curiuiy and joi^ the ordeK 
The first thing the abbot set him to de was to assist in ; 
removing the night-soil; and he after^Wds Went on his 
knees before the father to* thank him for putting his 
humility to such a test. Iii flue, tha toonks i 

own clothes and do every domes# dui^ flSr them* ^ 
Belves, besides attending to a large farm cdnnect^;!^th i 
the monastery^, on whieh there are many 
: ^xien, a mill, and blacdcsmiths and carpentei^ l^o^ 

■ ■ ::all condiieted\bjy .the, indusigiohs. ■ ; , . 


life ,iuid"''it'>aTe'dW«&' 
the wKdie ceiiunithii^?.^e pourinji; 
one dky in; solemn procession upon my quarters. The 
visit ^>«#ewh^^ for, ii^ured as I hiwl 

been in iilat strange, unworldly existence, I was by no 
means sure ^at the moment that I was not a moujc 
myself, and m sndden terror I began to rumraagb my. 
conscience for what I hod done. But the procession 
stopped at the next room to mine, which had been | 
tenanted by a guest like myself, im Irish priest, who I 
had no sooner taken his- leave and got out into the I 
world, than he rushed straight into the bosom of the 
Protestpnt Church. The business of the procession 
woslfe sprinkle the desecrated room With holy-watca'; 
and I heard from those of the bretliren who had the 
use of their tongues many expressions of mingled pity 
and horror at the fall of ‘ the unfortunate man.’ 

My unbelief was now" removed, niy curiosity satisfied, 
my longings at rest. I had seen the triumph of |ho 
medieval tendency of the time, and the cravings of 
Young England satisfied. I had seen an Englisli monas- 
tery ; and mingling with some natural pride at tlie idea 
that w'^o were not outdone in religious austerity by 
other nations, or even by the personages of the Rad- 
ciifiian period, there came a secret feeling of satisfaction 
that I wgs one of those who were permitted to live, 
move, and have their being outside. 

DROLLERIES OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

PORESTALLINO AXD REGllATINO. 

If there were anything new" under the sun; it might be 
supposed that Socialism is new" ; but it is not so, and 
we arc about fo shew that our ancestors were arrant 
Socialists at least, that they adopted the essential 
principles of Socialism. These consist iii an artificial 
interference with commerce and employment, and a 
minute regulation of all the transactions of the citizen, 
arising from tlie belief that people cimnot take charge 
of their own affairs, and that the state, or the wise men 
who ‘shape the whisper of the throne,’ must do it for 
them. The same thing, it may be said, was exemplified 
on a later occasion during tlie first French Revolution, 
when a baker or a grocer was occasionally hanged from 
the lantem-rope in front of his door for selling his goods 
at a price higher than that fixed by the (vommittee of 
Public Safety, or for giving up business when he found 
that he could not coiitLnuo it without ruin. But it is 
generally admitted that the acts of the Reign of Terror 
were done in spite and hatrerl towards the owners of 
property or the inheritors of respectability, rather than 
with a view to justice and the benefit of the public. 
Socialists and Communists do profess to seek the public 
benefit, and many of them are zealous aud honest in 
their profession. In like manner, tliose who legis- 
lated for our ancestors sought the public benefit with 
pains and care — with deep pondering — with earnest 
efforts to overcome difficulties, and heavy mortification 
when each attempt only plunged them and the p^ple 
they tried to serve into difficulties more and more inex- 
tricable. We believe that a slight sketch of the tender 
mercies which the people of England received at the 
hands of these zealous friends, a sketch derived from 
tlie most authentic sources — acts (>f parliament and 
OtW legal documents-— will make the general reader 
rise somewhat astonished from the perusal. 

The crimes of forestalling, regrating, and engrossing 
occupy a large space in the English Statute-book 
and in the old treatises on crinfinal law. A foreigner, 
studying our • ipi^it wonder where these 

dreodfuTcritoeB ha^^ gone to, shice of late they have 
disappear^ firbiin the legal nonsienclature. For^talling^ 
in its very eajrfdest use, had a 
turn to ‘ Chamt^rs’s Dictionary of 4^^ 
the earliest English enpyclopaadi^ Afid ; 

^ Forestal, in DomesSay yrtotejbre^tti, if 
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■ .'‘fe:l1ie...liigh-i^j^;;dr'.«tqp|4^^^:%:^^^ 

■ ■■■'get tlicrojo;’:''';li^.ci^.>aft;i^ 

stronger ine^ltig tte '\ anticipat^^ fttnl^sa, 

as ^me mnintMn/itB:i^3^^ would always ;giyo it 

greater sttengtli thati classical dccivatipii ; 

and in tins Shakspeai^coiton use it, 

as^Vhere-idi^^ 

V would moat avoid r 

tn'ib^A^ a man on his way to 

niark^i, igid buying his goods for of trading' 

in titete; meant the purchasing of the com- 

modities with the same objocJt after they had reached 
the market, Bhickstbne describes it as * the buying of 
corn or other dead victual iii any market, and^selting it 
ftgaiu iu the same mai‘ket> or within four miles of the 
place; for this,' says the great law -authority, ‘en- 
hances the price of provisions, ns every successive seUer 
must hftvo a successive profit/ Engrossing included 
both these aflenccsj and referred to all instances in 
whidii goods were bought ou a large scale to ho resold 
by retail* An engrosser was not always a criminal ; it 
was lawful to engross foreign nicrohandise udien it was 
not paid for in gold, and to retail it in England. The 
word has had a rather curious history. •The term 
grocer, libw applied! to a retailer of tea and sugar, *wii 3 
of old used solely te designate these great foreign 
merchants. They were men of mark, and some of them 
M'ore ennobled— such as liionol Cranflehl, who liccame 
Kiirl of Middlesex. Thus many scions of noble houses, 
wheu lookhig into their genealogies, are not a little 
startled, if not scandalised, to see tlie most distinguished 
of tlteit ancestors got forth as So-and-so, ‘of the city of 
London— grocer.’ 

Our readers may have occasionally seen ordinances ()f 
the Chinese authorities, especially since the conmience- 
rnent of our closer intercourse with the Celestial Empire. 
They are usually of a vague character, denouncing all 
aggrandising, oppressive, or seldsh actions, but not 
specifi'ing, as all sound laws ought to do, the exact 
crime tliat is to bo punished. The following statute of 
the year 1300 (34 Edward I.) strilfies us as being very 
much in the Chinese style 

‘ No forcstjiller shall Ix^ suffered to dwell an any town 
who manifestly is an oppressor of the poor and a public 
enemy of the country — who, meeting grain, lish, her- , 
ring, or other things, cbmiitg by land or by water to be 
sold, doth hasten to buy them before another, thirsting 
after wicked gain, oppressing the poor, and deceiving 
the rich ; and by that meniiS; gocth about to sell the 
s.'iid things raucli dearer thah ho that brouglit them ; 
who cometh about raerchaut-strauger.s that bring mer- 
chtvndisG* ofTcring them help in the sale of their wares, 

! ^Hud ihforuiihg them that they may sell their v/ares 
tiian they meant to have done, .and by such craft 
and: subtlety docteivoth a w Im town and a country. 
He that is convicted thereof the first time shall be 
amerced, and lose the things so bought, according to 
the custom of the toWn ; he that is convicted the 
• tecoud time shxill have judgment of the pillory ; the 
third time, he shall be imprisoned and ransom^ j tii© 
fourth tiiiie, he shall abjure the town ; and this judg- 
given upon alb lUiumer of fotesMlete; 
and voEeWlte u]^ them that have given them ooUiuf^ll 
help, 0 ^ liyfe/ : thiit the Seller of edfitt- 

motlitics. A^iny, whom it Was 

' every Uf. hUi .p:roiH^ 3 P^-.;at::-the ' 

■ 'smaUest 'Iwnt tU-h 

-wits out' ■■M'dt is tefteed,>, 

■ t0';itnpi:ise^eht.- 

■ ' But: ■fiiy^:gent1c''.^'i[^met^:^ '■ ' 

\ wares, or nier- 

; j;ehaa#Ji^lu sell them in gross or ])y retail, 

or by . palbels at .ihwr ^Ul, to all manner of people wlio 
will huy the sapie/ But then flow's the proliibition, 

‘ tfet noi nor stranger, nor 

other,, (^^^hat eoU^^ go by laud or by 

water such ' wines, wares^ or mcrcbaiidiscs 

eomihg iifto .our said reidm imd . lW in the sea nor 
elsewl^re, tp forestall or buy th^ or in other manner 
to gtyb earnest upon them before that they come to the 
staple, o|^ to the port Where they sliajl be discharged, 
nor enter into the ships for siu^ cause, till the mer- 
chandises bo set to land to be sold/ Against trans- 
gressms of this and other similar restrictions the 
punismnent denounced is-^dernembration or death. 

Notwitlistanding this and other penal acts, com- 
modities woulcf he dearer than statesmen thought they 
ought to be. There seemed, then, to bo no reitody 
Imt the actual fixing of prices, '.riiis >va8 attempted in 
1533 by a statute of 2pth Henry VIII. The preamble, 
which we give in the precise words in which it is to 
be found in the, Statute-book, if it appear to be discon- 
nected in composition, is rational enough in principle. 

‘ Forasmuch as dearth, scarcity, good, clioai), and plenty 
of cheese, butter, capons, liens, chickens, and other 
victuals necessary for msiii’s sustenance, happen 'tli, 
risetli, and cluvneeth of so many and divers occasions, 
that it is very hard und difficult to put any certain 
prices to any such things/ One would think this a 
very excellent reason for not attempting to imt prices 
on them, yet it is precisely what the statute does 
attempt. Before doing so, however, the preamble 
leaves this reasonable tone, and waxes wToth thus:— 

‘ Yet, nevertheless, the prices of such victuals be many 
times enlianeed and raised by the grceily covetousness 
and appetites of the owners of such victuals, by o(jca- 
sion of engrossing and regrating the same, morts tlian 
upon any reasonablo or just ground or cause, to tlje 
great damage and impoveri8hin.g of the king’s subjects.' 
To remedy this, certain lugli officers of state — consisting 
of the lord- chancellor, the president of the council, the 
lord privy-seal, &c. — are to ‘ Imve power and authority 
from time to time, as the case shall require, to set and 
tax reasonable prices of all such kinds of victuals ribt)ve 
siicciflcd, how they shall be sold, by gross or by retail, 
for the relief of the king’s subjects; aiid after such 
prices set and taxctl in form aforesaid, proclamation 
shall be matle in the kin.g’s name, under the great seal, 
of the said prices.' And tlien follows a command, ‘that 
all farmers* owners, broggers, aud'all other victuallers 
vrhatsoevor, having or keeping any of the said victuals, 
to the inteut to sell the same to such of the king’s 
subjects as will buy them, at such prices as shall be 
set and taxed by the said proclamation, upon the pains 
to be expressed and limited in the Baiil itt'oclaiuation.’ 

We have historical evidence th.at .such procbnnations 
were actually maile. Strype, in his ‘ Memorials of the 
Information,” under the year 1549, /states that ‘all 
provisions this year ^w veiy dear, and the prices of 
victual^ 80 enhanced , above the accustomed value, and 
this witliout ground or reasonable cause.' The high 
ofiteCTS of stete alwve refe^ to then set about makings 
a list of prices to tte; proclaimed. Btrype mentions the 
scale fixed ^or cattle afid sheep, . of which the following 
is a specimen i-r^Steeis , or runts, being primed or well 
stricken, and large SOs. ; of a meaner sort, IGs, ; 
being fat^ of 3S». ; being fat, of a 

moaner Sort, being primed and 

woll;Stii0|te% and^ 10s, 

in me^ionln^^:suDScqueiit proclamation, the histo- 
lian his list to the prices 

of hotter and cheSi^.; The pound of sweet-butter wa s 
and baxrelea butter.^Waa ^not 
to.:'any;;'(bftho kingls; subjects-- under .'■■three 
all this statesmanship did not put i 
InUtt^ te"say'.:'.'‘ But tb’is^ j 

• 

■j 
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dearness still continuing in the Teahi^. notwlUi$jfnn4ing 
all former endeavours (piartly by reason of eonWy^stiQO ‘ 
of CHnnnioditics beyond sea, and portly by jnc]>?s buying .'i 
up of corn in the market to be sold ^^in, aiid by * 
not bringing any qmmtities tp king is 

issued out yet another p^lamktioi^; dated ^ptomber « 
24th, signifying in the I 

greediness of divers iU-natui^ peojple, neittjpr minding t 
the due obed icnce 6f good la^s noi* any preservation i 
of natural societies'^ ‘il^HMn ■ tbeir dWn country, and c 
contrary to the provislpn of divers good laws and i 
statutes, by frequent unlawful exportation o* victuals, 1 
and, by many detestable frauds and covins, liad oeca- ‘ 
sionod great scarcity and un'rcJisonable prices of f 
victuals/ * 

The next remedy was of the most striiigcmt and i 
inqnisitorijil character ; and it would be curious to - 
witness how the free agriculturist of llie present age i 
would feel on finding iiimself no lunger neglected by < 
the legislature, but subject to such intervention as tife i 
following Committees of justices were to be appointed i 
who were to ‘repair to all farms,, barue, stacks, and j 
garners ; and there to view and try oul, as well by the i 
verdict of honest men as by good and lawful means, i 
what kind, and quantity of grain every person had i 
within their resi^octivc divisions ; and after the certainty i 
thereof known, or as near as could be, they were to 
allot and appoint to the owners of the corn and grain ] 
sufilcient and competent for the finding and maintenance i 
of their houses and payment of their rent-corns, and ( 
performance of miy bargains for supply of the king’s 1 
majesty’s liousc, or to any nobleman, gentleman, or i 
others, for the brdy maintenanaj of his or their house- ( 
hold, *until the 20th September then next coming, and ! 
also for necessary seed-corn. And the overplus of such i 
grain the justices shall have authority to charge and 
command them, In tlic king’s name, to bring to the < 
markets next adjoining, and that in siich portions as 
the justices shall think fit. .And then the justices 'were 
to signily unto the chief officer or officers of the respec- 
tive markets what quantity of grain is appointed to 
every man within their limits to bring to market. And 
if the owner of such corn should refuse to bring to ; 
market his corn, ho should forlbit for every such default i 
L.IO, and suffer imprisomnent for throe months/ 

StryiMi’s commentary on tins prochiraatioii is in the 
following few but emphatic words: ‘But notwith- 
standing there came but little corn to mai’kets/ It 
was to remedy this that the statutes against iiitocepting 
goods in the w'ay to market, or purchawng growing 
corn * or othoj; dead victual’ with the intention of sdling 
it again, were passed. The penalties -were, fbr the 
first ofibnee, two inontlis’ imprisonment mul forfeiture, 
and obstin.ate offenders w'orc pilloried. 

Let us now. give a casual glance at the way in which 
those laws were put in force. The national misgiving 
against bad laws is often curiously shewn in a sort of 
genentl conspiracy by judges, jurors, . and -witnesses, to 
give them as little force as possible. The people wdio 
make it their business to help in the execution of the 
laws, the common informers, arc reGeivCd with contempt 
and contumely; and not only to baffie them in their 
f* attempts to Support the Jaw, but to inflict On them 
licavy costs, appears to give infinite satisfiictien to the 
sworn guardians ^f the law\^ , E parliament itself^ 
in passing its stringtmt statutes, sometimes gave a 
snarl at those who Jjijade it a business to see that they 
were no dead letter 1 *nd an act of the 6th and 4*th of 
Kdward VI. proceeds on the prei»nible, that, ' teate 
for butter and cheese for the city bf London 
tinually vexed and molested l^Jgbrommi 
sometimes upon the one status sbmeten®<?a-h^ 

■ theother/ 

The old books of reports are full, of 
statutes, gjeueteiiy decided cn quibbles. 
them there are long arguments on such 


whether hpplbsf nutsi or plums, c^ibo the, tei*m 

j 1'he decisions w’ere genai^ly Agates^^^ 

.ihe.infarteors. But the great metephysicai mffioultlea 
atete when the forestaller changed the nature of tho 
gobilt/ Jf bhe bi>4ght so many quarters of barley fVom 
a farmer and sold them again, he was liable to be 
punished ; Ifllt what if ho hatl before the sale converted 
the biiriey into miUt? or what if he bad still further 
altered its nature by grinding it? The climax of the 
difficulty, however^ where one had bought giuin 
and converted it into starclu This great question came 
before the Court of Exchequer in 1(511, in the case of 
‘Bridgman ywi tarn. v. Collins/ The proceedings were 
at the Thstauce of a Common informer, and the plead- 
ing of ‘ Hitchcock of LincXiln^s Inn ’ for tho defendant 
is curious enough, .as the following specimen will shew : 
— ‘ He contended that the starch is not the same in 
number nor quality; but he agreed that if wlieat bo 
only ground, that this notwithstanding is within the 
statute ; blit if it bo made into bread and then sold, it 
is not within the statute, for then it is another boily, 
aiul other tilings added to it; and the form is also 
altered, and the form gives the being and live nanje : 
and if water be turned into wine, it is no w'ater though 
it be by miracle. So if a person be made a bishop, he 
is not tlic same person, for honours change inaimerB.’ 

Eew livings escaped the legislative determination to 
put down trading profits. Thus in 1552 an angry 
statute denounces fuid ivunishes ‘ tlio covetousness of 
dhws greedy persons regrating and engrossing all 
kinds of tanned leather into their liands, and selling the 
sanio again at excessive prices to saddlers, girdlers, 
cord wainors, and such other artificers and handicrafts.* 
But it would be only tedious to enumerate any more of ^ 
these pertinacious and vexatious statutes. It was not 
until the year 1 772, four years before tho publication 
of the * Wealth of Nations,’ that reason appeared to 
dawn uivon live legislature. In that year many of live 
penalties against forestalling ■were repealed, under the 
preamble : ‘ Wliereas it hath Ixjcn lound by experience, 
that the restraints laid by several statutes upon the 
dealing in corn, meal, flour, cattle, and sundry other 
sort of victuals, by preventing a free trade in the said 
commodities, have a tendency to discourage the growth 
and to enhanee the ivrice of the same, which statutes, 
if put in execution, would bring great distress uivon tho 
inliabitaiits of many parts of this kingdoui.’ It was 
not, however, until the year 1 8 1 1 that the last linger- 
ing vestiges of the statutes .against forestalLcrs and 
regraters were swept from the Statute-book. 


TIIOBYALDSEN’S FIBST LOVE. 

SoMr: fifty-five years ago, a young 'w^omaii of prepos- 
sessing appcjarance was seated in a small biutk-room of 
a house in Copenhagen, weeping bitterly. In her lap 
lay a few trinkets and other svuall articles, evidently 
keepsakes which she had received from time to time. 
She took up one after tlie other, and turned them orer 
and over; but she could scarcely distinguish them 
through her blinding tears. Then she buried her face 
in her hands, and rocked to and fro in agony. 

‘ Oh 1 ’ moaned she, * and is it come to this ? All my 
dreams of happiness are vanished— all my hopes are 
dead ! He wdll evert gO without bidding me farewell. 
Ah, Ilimlenl that I have lived to see this bitter day ! 
Zovet tjf^r^Gudj y ^ 

At this moment a hasty tap at tho dbor was followed 
by the entrance of the object o(, h He W’as a 

young man about twenty-five yeni*s of age» bis person 
middlc Aized and strongly-buUt, his features massive, 

J: . . ■ ' ' * lilijifpvortli m iForcsUlHngi :■ ■; 











. Thi8:'^'^aa.'\B^iv''3^^ 

' '.'..fias . 6inc6. theii'^Milj^;^ urorld ' ^ •' 

of the i^bst Uliaktioi]$ tiKbes.' 

step iirks ilm ^ bright, 

&atiim M he room ; when he 

behriid of weeping fcniale a shade 

'■..piuised;b#ii?vh^;i^^ ashe ■.gently wilked'up-to' 

her, on her shoulder, ihiUrmurod : 

Dane drew a chair to her sidl^ and 
sileaiitly took her toai*- bedewed hands. < Amalie,* said 
he, toer a pause broken only by her qttivermg sobs, 
/lam come to bid tlice farewell; 1 go in the morning.’ 

Bhe ceased weeping, raised her face, and releasing 
her hands, pushed back her dishevelled hair. Then she 
wiped her eyes, and gazed on him in a way tliat made 
luB own droop. ^ Bertel,’ said she in a solemn tone, but 
Void of all reproach — *Berthl, why did you win my 
young heart ?*-why did yon lead me to hoi)e that I 
should become the wife of your bosom ? ’ 

‘Ir-I always meant it ; I mean it noAV.’ « 

She shook her head mournfully, and taking up the 
trinkets, continued: *Do you remember what you 
said when you gave me this^and this — ^and this ? ’ 

‘ Wliat would you have, Amalie ? I said 1 loved 
you : 1 love you still — but — 

* But you love ambition, fame, the praise of men far 
better i ’ added she bitterly. 

Thorvaldsen started, and his features flushed j for 
he felt acutely the truth of her words. 

* Yes, you will leave gamh .Danmark-^yoix will leave 
your poor, fond, old father and mother, whose only hoi >0 
and only earthly joy is in you — ^you will leave me, and 
all who love the sound of your ibotstex), and go to the 
distant land, and forget us fdl I * 

^ Min Pige! you are cruel and uiyttbt. I shall come 
hack to my old father and mother — come back to thee, 
and we shall all he happy again.’ 

‘ Never, Bertel 1— never J Wlien once you have gone 
there is no more happiness for us. In heaven we may 
all meet again ; on earth, never I O no, never more 
will you see in this life either your parents or your 
poor broken-hearted Amalie!’ — and again her sobs 
burst forth. 

Thorvaldsen abruptly rose from his chair, and paced 
the room in agitation. He was much distressed, and 
once oae^ tVriee he glanced at Amalie with evident hesita- 
tion. pleasures of his youth, the 

endeaVed Bcen^ mid fiiends of lus childhood, the 
^ aflbetion of Amalie, the Aguish of his p.arentB at the 
appriiaehiug separation, all vividly passed in review, 
whispered him to atay and be happy in the city 
of Ins birth. But a vision of Home rose also, and 
b^kpned hihi thither to earn renown, wealth, and 
earthly immortality. The pride of -conscious gem^ 
swelled his and he felt that the die was c^ for 
■■■■ever. . .■^■. ■ ■.■..'•■ : : ^ : '■ ' '- ■' 

He Ideated ride of AmaU|, and once 

more took hirar. dp, and in ^n^gliihoe 

read. Ids said .'she^/'‘;^;aiid; 

donol ■ ■ 

ai^'::ybui^ extend; 

of .tb/t%''^wt^c^nit;; parts. 



Only pitomisn this : when y are hereafter in the full 
binae of vyom aside from the 

Iflgh-boicn; lovriy dlngi stbronging tiround, and 

drop one tear to tern lowly Danish girl 

Who loved you better thiiih tistsSf. Bertel, farvel ! ’ 

The next dV)('lmerV^ Copeiibageii for 

whom he rasid^^ whole remainder of 

his i(mg llfb, and his own wildest 

aspirations of toe; i B«t of poor 

Amalie was UtersBy fol^ never more beheld 

his patents, nor her, his first true 1^^ 
j^early^half a century hod elapsed, and again tlie 
scene Was , Co]^hhtofi' The streets wer^ densely 
crowded with e^r, sotowing spectators, and every 
W'indo'Wt'of every house was filled with satlly-exiiectant 
faces. At length the cry, ‘They come!’ W'as echoed 
from group to group, and the crowds swayed to arid 
fro under the sympathetic swell of one common emotion. 

Withered pld womaii was seated at tlie upper 
window of a house, and when the cry avos taken up, 
she raised her wrinkled countenance, and passed her 
hands over her ^yes, as though to clear away the mist 
of more than seventy winters. An immense procession, 
drew nigh. Appropriate military -music preceded a 
corpse being conveyed to its last earthly abiding-place. 
The king of the land, the royal family, the nobility, 
the clergy, the learned, the brave, the gifted, the 
renowned, walked after it. The banners of niom*ning 
were waved, the tnimpets wailed, and ten thousand 
sobs broke alike from stern and gentle breiista, and 
tears from the eyes of Avarriors ns well as lovely w omen 
showered like fain. It was the funeral of Bertel 
Thorvaldsen, with the Danish nation for mourners! 
And she, rile old Woman who gazed at it as it slowly 
wound by —she was Amalie, first loA'e! Thor- 
valdsen had never married, neither hod she. 

‘Ah, JTimfen/’ murmured the old woman, Aviping 
away tears from a source which for many long years 
had been dry, ‘ liow marvellous is the will of God ! To 
tliink that I should live to behold this sight! Poor, 
poor Bertel! All that I predicted came to pass; but, 
ah me I Avho knoAvs whether you might not have enjoyed 
a happier life after all had you stayed with your old 
fiither and mother, and married me. Ah, Flimkn, there’s 
only One can tell ! Poor Bertel ! ’ 

Four years more sped, and one fine Sabbath morning 
ah aged and decrepit female painfully dragged her 
weary limbs’ through the crowded lower rooms of that 
wondrous building known as Thorvaldsen’s Miiseum. 
She paused not to glance at the matchless Avorks 
of the sculptor, but crept onward unti! she reached 
an open dopfway leading into the inner quadrangle, in 
the centre of which alow tomb of gray marble encloses 
the mortal remains of him Avhose hand created the 
works which fill the edifice. Step by step she drew 
close to the tomb, and sank on the pavement by its 
side. Then she laid down hor crutch^ and pressed her 
bony hands tightly ovear her skinny brow. ‘ 
munmifod she ; ‘ they told me he lay here, and I prayed 
to Ood to grunt mo strength to cfawl to the spot — 
aikd He has heairi me. JBimkn, ! can die happy 
now!’ / ■■■,^; ■■',■:' 

Slie withdtt:w her himds, tuid peered at the simple 

blit aU - comprehensive ‘Bbrtej:. Thor- 

ny aldsiw/ deeply cut da the side of the tomb. Tiieu 
she raised her fore-firigUf, traced with it 

every letter tp the ehd. Smiling ifCeply, she let fall 
her tod, arid complacently sighed, while an evanescent 
gleam of subtUerfemotiou lighted tip her lineaments. 
‘'Tis tto : Im to Poor Bertel, we shall 

meotiagto^in.totol!.' -' ' ■ ' 

Her eyiw riosed^^^to^ head slowly sank on her 
breto riie remained until one of the 

m who had noticed her sirigulm 
up. ‘ Gammei kone ’ (old wife), said 

yoridPii^P-/ ^ 
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Sho answered not ; and ho slightly touched her 
shoulder, thinking sho was asleep. Her l)ody gently 
slid to the ground at the touch) iM he then saw that 
sho slept the sloop of death 1 


THE SNAKE -PLANT OE SOUTH AMERICA. 
VifiNOHouB bcrpcnts abound in all tl^ie tiePra^ calienics 
(hot lands) of America. The frequent fatality following 
their bite— particularly among tlio Indians, who roam 
barefoot through the tangled woods — rtjidcrs the 
knowledge of any counteracting remedy a matter of 
groat importance to these people. In consequoua% 
much (liligeii(‘e has at all times bwn used ii>8e(‘kiiig 
for such rejnedios ; and many, more or less cllloac'iousf 
have fioiii tJiue to time been discovered. 

That of syreit ’virtiicb yet known is a plant called 
tho (/luuo — tlie bap of whoso leaves is a complete 
antidote against the bite of the most poisonous reptiles. 
The gua(‘o is a bi>ecies of willow. Its root is fibrous, 
tho stem btr.iight and cylindrical whch young ; but as 
it approaelios maturity, it assumes a iientagonal form, 
having five salient angles. The leaves grow lengthwise 
from the stem, opposite, and cordate. They are of a 
dark -green colour mixed with violet, smootli ou tho 
under surlaco, but on tho upiHT rough with a slight 
down. TJie ilowers arc of a yellow <‘oJour, and grow in 
clusteis — each calyv holding lour. TJie corolla is 
juoiu>i)etalous iiifundibuhform, and contains five sta- 
mens nulling at their anthers into a cylinder which 
embraci-s the st}lc with its stignu much broken. 

The giiaco is a stmng luallliy iilant, but grows only 
111 tho liot legions, and flounshcs best in the shade of 
other trees, along the banks of the streams. It is not 
found ill the colder uplands {ho and in this 

disposal nature again IxMutifully exhibits her design, 
a** Jieie exist not the venoiiioiis creatures ag.unsl whose 
poisons the gn.uo set ms iiitendid aa an antidote. 

U’hat p.art of the plant which is used for tho 
snake -bite is a sap or lea distilled ftoin its leaves. 
It nuy be taken cill ei as «i preventne or euie: in 
the former ease, eiiablim, loin who has drunk of it 
to hcUidJo the most d.iiigeion’^ serpents with impmiiiy. 
For a long tune the knowh'dge of the antidotal quali- 
tus of till* giuieo remained a gicat mystery, and was 
confined to a few among the native inhabitants of 
South America. 'Fliose oi lliein who possessed the 
secret weiv interested in priseiviiiff it, as through it 
they ohhnneil tonsiderahle rceoiiipeiisL s, not only from 
those who li.iil been bitten by venomous snakes, but 
also from many who were curious to witness tho feats 
of these snake - tamers' themseh ep. However, the 
medicinal virtues of the guuco are now generally 
known ill nil countries where it is found ; and its 
effects only cause astonishment to tho stranger or 
IravelltT. 

Being at i^Lirgaritu some time ago, I Itcard of this 
‘singular pituil, and was desirous of wituessiiig the test 
' I of Its virl IK'S. Among the slaves of the place there was 
one noted as a skilful sifake-doctor ; and as I enjoyed 
the aequaintaneo of his mastm*, I was not long in 
obtaining a promise that my curiosity should bo 
gratified. A few days after the negro entered my 
room, carrying in his hands a pair of coral-snakes, of 
that Piieeios known as ilie most beautiful and venomous. 
^I'ho negro’s hands and arms wore completely naked ; 
and he manipulated the reptiles, turning them about, 
and tw'isting thorn mer his wrists with tlie greatest 
apparent confideiiec. J was for awhile under the 
suspicion that their fangs had been previously drawn ; 
but I soon found that I hail Ihkju mistaken# man 
com ineed me of this by opening tho mouths of both, 
and shewing mo tho iutonor. There, sure enough, 
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were both tooth and fangs in their pexibot state ; and 
yot the animals dlil not make tho least attempt to use 
thorn." Ou tlio contrary, they seemod to exhibit no 
anger, aliltoagh tho negro haiuUed them roughly. Tliey 
appeared porxootly innocuous, and ratlicr afraid of lihu 
1 thought. , 

Determined to assure myself beyoml tho shadow of 
a doubt, I onlercil a large inastiff to be brought into 
the room and placed so that the snakos could n*ach 
him. Tho dog was sufficiently frighlenod, but being 
tied he could not n^treat ; and after a short while one 
of the serpents ‘ sti'uek,^ and bit him on tho biu'k of 
the nyck. ’riie dog was now sot loose, but did not 
at flist apiK'ar to notice the wound ho had rcHieived. 
In two or three miimtes, however, ho la-gmi to liiiip 
and howd muKt feartiilly. In live minutes more he fell, 
uiul strugglotl o\er the giouiid m violent convulsions, 
sunilai to tiiose oi'iasioiicd by liydroiihobia. Blood 
and viv'ous matter guslied tioni his mouth and 
nostrils, and al the end of a qiiatkr of an hour by the 
waUh ho was dead. 

Witnessing all this, 1 became extremely desirous of 
liosscssing the important seiiit wbit'h, by the way, 
was not then so genorully know ii. 1 ofU red :i gooil 
round sum ; and llic' negro, promising to meet my 
wish(‘s,JLook Ins departure. 

f)n the following day Ik* returned, bringing with him 
a handful of heai l-shaj>ed h*aviM, whith 1 recognised 
as those of the Ot/tttnd* ////rrro or smike-plaiit. 'These 
ht jdaced m a bowl, having lirst eruplied them between 
two stones. He n(‘\t poured a little water into the 
veo cl. In a lewuimuteM maeerntioTi took place, and 
the ‘tea* was ready. J was instnieted to swallow two 
small 9i>ooiifuls of it, which J did. 'The negro then 
made tlmn? mcisiuii' fii (aeh of my hands at tho forking 
of my fingers, and time similar ouch on each foot 
between the toes. Through lluse ho iuoeulat(*d mo 
with the t Ktract of the guaeo Jl<* next puiudured my 
hrcUHt, bolh ou the light and lift side, ami puhnimd a 
similar inoculation. 1 was now leady lor llie snake«, 
R*\eral ol which, both of the <‘or.il .ind easeabel iqieciLs, 
tbemgro bad brought along with him. 

With all my wish to bceome a snake -ehuinier, 1 
must confess that at sight of the hideous leptiles I hit 
my courage oo/ing tlirough my nail*?: The negro, 
howevei, (‘oiitiiiUMl to assuie me; ninl as I look groat 
pains to con\mee him that my death would cost linn his 
life, and I saw thal he still entioaled me to go alu'ad, 

I e.mio at luigth to the di Uimmatioii to luii the iisk. 
With a SOUK. what shaky hand I took up one of the 
corals, aud i>.issed it dohealely tluough my fingers 
7Ml right. 'The animal sluwed no disposition to bite, 
but twisted itself through my hands, appauntly 
cowering uiul frightened. I soon gri'w bolder, and 
took uj) another aud nnother, until I had three of tlio 
reptiles m luy grabi> at one time. 1 then put them 
down aud caught n auaK(' of the case abed species— 
the rattlesnake of the north. This icllow beliaved in 
a more lively manner, but did not whew any Hyinptoms 
of initatiou. After I had handled tho reptile for some 
minutes, 1 wa-^ hohling it near the niiddlo, when, to my 
horror, J saw it suddenly elevate its head, and atiike at 
my left arm! 1 felt that 1 was bitten, and, flinging the 
snake from me, X Imned to iny companion wiih a 
shudder of despair. The negro, who with his arms 
folded hod stood all tho while ealmlv looking on, now 
auHworc*d my quick aud terrified inqunies witli re- 
jieatetl nssuranocs that there was no danger wliatcver, 
and t4nitf notliing serious wo#ld result from the bite. 
This he did with as much coolness and conqHisure tis If 
it had been only the sting of a mosquito, i was more 
comforted by the manner of my companion tluui by 
his words ; but to make assurance doubly sure, I took 
a fresh sup of the guoco tea, and waited trembliugly 
tho ^result A slight inflammatory SWelHng soon 
appeared about the orifice of tho wMid| but at tho 
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expiration of a fbw lioura it had ctifmplotely ftabsidod^ 
and 1 felt tliat I wot all nght again* 

On many occasions af^mrarda 1 repeated the expe- 
riment of bamllitig aerpenta I had myaelf taken in tlie 
vooda, and some of them of the most jwisonousaspociea. 
On these occasions I adopted no farther precaution 
tlian to swallow a dose of the guaco aai^ and oiren 
chewing the leaves of the plant itbclf was sufheient* 
This precaution is also taken by tlioso^sueh as 
huiitors and wood -’choppers — wlio«se calling cviriiics 
thorn into the thick Jungles of the soutliem forest, 
whore dongefous reptiles abound. 

The gUabo has no doubt saved many a life. The 
tradition which the Indians i elate of the discovery of 
its virtues is infercstiug. It is as followb; — In the 
tiorras calienies there is a bird of the kite bpocics — a 
qavihiHy whose fo‘xl consists i)Tincipally of bcriK»uts. 
When in Hcarcli of its victims, this bird utters a loud 
but monotonous note, which Hounds like the w'ord 
fftui^ro slowly pronounced. The Indians allege that 
ihib note is for the purpose of calling to it the snakes, 
over whom it iwssobflcs a mysteiious power, that 
buminoiis them forth from their hiding-piiK'OS. This 
of course is pure superstition, hut wlnt follows 
msy nevertheless be true. I'^hey relate tliiit before.* 
making its attack njxm the serpent, the binl idways 
eats tlio loaves of the bejueO de guaeo. Tliis* having 
been observed, it was inferred that the plant possessed 
antidotal powers, vihich led to the trial and consequent 
diseov cry of its virtues. 


mus GiaM8IIAWK\S GARDEN. 

Tinntu stood a few years since on a <*ertain road lending 
from the village of Morton a cottage, or, more properly 
speaking, a small bouse of^^a most lugubriotus appear- 
ance, There wab nothing proiiilsiug about it, at least 
not in my eyes ; for it was a straight, narrow bouse, 
with a sUted roof, common chimneys, and windowb of 
every variety of size and shape, and no tw'o alike. 
There were no climbing -plants nor hrigbi dowers 
about it; niid tlio piece of ground in front, though of 
tolerable size — being about bi vty feet by forty-four-- 
was surrounded on two sides by lofty walls, on llic 
third by the dull cottage, nud on the fourth by the 
turnpike-rood, separated from it by a low wall with a 
ciazy gate. Right in front of one cud of the house 
stood an old stono barn, occupying a considerable 
part of this piece of ground, and obscuring some of its 
windows, as it reared itself at not more than siv feet 
from tliem; and when I add that the aspcH’t was 
north-(>ast, 1 think it will be apparent that tliere was 
but little of au attractive character about the place. 
It woe therefore with no small surprise that I heard 
of on invalid lady having fallen m love with this 
* Castle Dolorous,’ and purchased it aitcr one hasty 
inspection ; aa<i it will bo credited that the curiosity 
of our little country ncighlK>ur]iood was soon at high 
tide to mako out what she was going to do wdth it. 
It was understood that the interior state of the house 
was neStlior brighter nor better than its exterior ; and 
it was soon decided on all hauds that wliatevcr else 
the poor involld^ight do, she would soon repent of 
her bargain. Biu Mrs Oriinshawc, it seems, thought 
oiberwiso: she showod no symptoms cither of repent- 
ance or disgust; on the cAttrary» (die appeared to exult 
ill the id<fa^ lUf ^ier future home, and might be seen 
dolly, <K|jife hitote she could obtain possession, standing 
iu pln^teed contemplation of her new domain. The 
vci:> day she received the key of hor door sho set to 
wrtfk. The biwpu ImuI been already removal, for it iq(ici^ 


she hod made that a stipulation in her contract ; and 
now masons and carpenters, painters and paperers, 
were speedily sont And as soon as a bitting and 
bed room for the la^, ami a bedroom and kitchen for 
her maid could be anratiged, llfrs Gtimshawo made her 
entry, utterly regardless of tlie state of everything 
nrottiid her. Tho garden was now one pool of mud, 
diversified a few wells of mortar, heaps of stone, 
and other bmbling-matci^ials, and the house-door could 
only be reached by stepping from plank to plank and^ 
from slouo to stone. Over these mud-heaps, however, 
the invalid lady contrived to climb, and onsconoed 
iiorscdf among her works ; and soon the wonilcrfrilly- 
changed appearance of those rpOms which had under- 
gone renewal gave token of the improvements which 
might be' expected in tho course of time without ; and 
though all was done in a bimplo and very inexpensive 
style, and tho Aimishiiig and fitting -up were some- 
what old-fashioned, there was an air of comfort and of 
home diffused through the whole which led to t^ic idea 
that Mrs Grimshawe had an eye for delecting eapi- 
bilities, and a mind wliich would not he daunted by 
petty dilKcultics., 

But Miw Grinibluiw'c’s garden is the subject wc have 
to discuss, and not lier hoiibe. Of the future state of 
this sho boetiied to have fonie V'ory pleasing pievisiotts. 
She appeared to have it all before lier mind’s e>e, 
r(*dolent of perfumes, Howing with flowers, a place 
where she miglit w'alk, and sit, and incditnte, and ftoiu 
wdiicU the greatest enjoyment and creclit would accrue 
to her. But when 1 left Morton in November, such as 
I have described was tho dismal state of this ratluT 
sw'^amp than garden; and I confess I somewhat pitied 
tho iH>or vibionary, and doubteil how fir Iut hdhby 
would carry her before it left her lloundi’ring in the 
mire amid whicli her imagination mas at work.- 1 was 
several months from home, and some wrecks el.ipsetl 
after my i*etuTn before my steps weie turned iu the 
direction of Mrs Grimshjwe’s garden ; but at last I 
bi’thought me of the shabby cottage and its adven- 
turous tenant, and one evening in July X set out — 
resolved to have a peep at vvliat was going on. Jt 
wsH, however, some little time before 1 could fniily 
discover what I was in search of: not because tbe 
cottage did not stand where if btood vv hen 1 U'^t saw 
it, but becaube all about and around was so changed 
in that when I stood in fioni of it 1 really 

could scarcely persundv’ invbcU* tli.it it was tlie same 
spot. Never was there such au alteration. A light 
iron railing, raised on a w.dl about three feet iu height, 
from whicli bluped inwards a hank of vmer<ild turf, 
soparati'd tho road on which I btood from a perfect 
mass of verdure and brilhancy. in one part, and 
placed 80 ns to shroud the cntranco-gate, was a mound 
of roekwork crowmod with flowering shrubs, and 
enamelled with low-growing fv*rns, stonecrops, hypen- 
cuni; and other plants of bright hues ; whilst a single 
snuU tree of elegant growth i*o8o from the side of the 
gravel-walk which passed down one side of the little 
domain, just so as to bmak the lino of Hit* house, mul 
cast a liglit shadow on some of the exquisitely-tinted 
flowers, that, bhiminering in the evening sunlight, filled 
the nicely -cut flower- lieds interscc'ting tho smooth 
green turf. A light tracery of brilliant - coloured 
climbing-plants clothed tho lower part of the house, 
and a pretty porch had been added ; tho walls were 
partially clothed with similar bright raiment; and, 
to crown all, there stood the sotne form which I had 
so often beheld contemplating the mud-i)Ools, now 
a^arently A^rapped In mlmiration of the results of her 
labours. 

And hero was another wornliT ; Mrs Grimshawe was 
as madt altered as her garden 1 Instead of tho pale, 
hrokiiaii^dowii invalid, who 1 used to fear would never 
live ikte falfilrnent of any of her plans, I behold 
a bri|^t^ oomparativoly hoallhy- looking dame, who, 
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for every row sho liaJ planted in Iicr garden, aecmed 
to have planted two in her cheeks, I really was so 
struck with adnnrution and astomshincut that X iluito 
forgot myself, and stood giiaing until, rather to niy 
shame, T mot the eyes of Uie owner thlly turned upon 
me, and ns it wns evident that she had not fbrgotton 
me, 1 found myself obliged to speak and npologiso for 
my rudeness. A cordinl invitation to coine within the 
works was spoodily given and occopted. 

^ J * But how,* my clear madam, did all this change take 
t 'place?* said I* ‘You must have sundy purloiiKul 
Ahuliifs lamp, for nothing less wonderluljSs this than 
was his magic palace.* 

‘Well, niy dear,’ replied Mrrf Orimslhfwo laughing, 
‘ my cot is certainly improved ; and I think I have suc- 
ceeded pretty wolf in convincing the croakAs who so 
mucli lamented over me and my prospects, and who 
thought 1 Rh(‘wed more conceit than visdom when 1 
predicted timt my liouse would ho hubl table and my 
garden jiretty. But, () dear! it is nothing to what X 
mean it sluiil he in a 3 ear or two, if it please God 1 
live, and go on Aulh my idans!* 

And l»ere the g(HKi lady begjin tc^cnll my notice to 
this bhnih and tliat creeper, which was hereafter to 
make such and such shoots, and fill sueh and suc'h 
spaces ; but as it was with the past niy mind was busy, 
and 1 really wished to know how my fiiend had set to 
work, and what means she had used to etfW't the 
change so rnpidlj", I hi'gged her to enlighten me on 
these points, Ulling her that ^ also liad a dismal 
cottage, and shonhl like to trnnsfoi'm it into a paradiw, 
if filievould tell me the way:’ and as there may he 
Olliers uho would like at the same time to belter their 
pn»ii)city and their lu^altli, to plant roses round their 
Imhitalion and in their elu eks, 1 Cannot do better than 
give good ^Mrs Griinshawe’s account of matters as she 
gave them to me:-— 

‘ A very little huildiiig and mason - work clone under 
my owm eyes — for 1 overlooked everything myself— a 
diligent use of the noodle, in which both 1 and my maid 
w'ere indefatigable, together willi regular ready-money 
pajimnts, were the only “ slaves ol tlio lamp** wfiieh 
v ere needed to transform the dirty, dingy^ lit»^le house 
you reuiombcT into what > uu now' see it ; unless, 
indeed, 1 add a foieseeing mind, which plnnnc*d and 
(alcuiaied heforehund holh ns to tltiie«s and cost, so as 
to leave no deliberative iiK'asures to be entered on 
vv hen workmen w ere wailing for directions, and activity 
ought to be the older of the day. But as it is my 
g.irdeii wliieh forma the auhjeet of your inquiry, ] will 
say' uotliing about the house, though 1 could tell you 
wonders about that too. 

* You rmi^t know then that, like Abraham Cowley, 
“ I never had any' other desire so strong and so like to 
covetousness, as that one wliich I have always had — 
that 1 might bo masid* at last of a small house and 
large garden, with very inodcrnto conveniences joined 
to them, and then dedicate the remainder of my life 
only to the (uiUnro of them and study of nature.” I 
must modify Iho expression a little, and say', instead of 
“ a large gaidon,” “ a small ganlen ;** and add, ** and of 
the God of nature,” and tlion you h.ave tlie amount of my 
aspirations, J was put aside ftrom attaining any part of 
this for many years ; 15ut as X had often boasted how 
pretty my garden should be w^hen T had one, 1 cnnild 
not he content to fall sliort of my boasting ; and when 
it pleased God to put opportupity in my way, 1 felt 
myself stirred up, as xiiuidi perUaj^ by the desiru to be 
as good as my w'ord, as by that of having a really 
enjoyable gnrdim. 1 liavc also a sort of natural love of 
overcouiing difficulties, so that those which now stood 
ill my way rather stimulated than discouraged me. 
But liow to set to work. I had never yot made a 
garden, and knew little about it : the situatioxi^ SO near 
the rood and so much iu the shade, was nd qutto what 
I could have wished. There was neither griws nor 


dowers, neitlier gravel-wMlk nor partexTO, nciUier mould 
nor inaiutrc. 1 had no servant but one maid and a 
little girl, very little ►trength, and hht Jj. 5 to lay out ; 
for on summing up my finances and my responsibilities, 
1 fon^t that this .sum was the utmost 1 eoulil with 
propriety bestow on u mere luxury. However, “Faint 
heart nevw won fair lady.” 1 must have my garden --X 
must make good my boast ; and so 1 tet about it vi ith a 
good heart. You know our fricMul CWiier says ; 

^ “ lie, therefore, wdio would see hu flow'crs disposM 
Sightly ami in just oidci, ei*i^ lie gives 
The beds the trusted treasure of their seeds, 

f orecasts the future whole ; that when the scene 
hall break into its }>ireoiicciv *d display, 

Bach for itself, and all as with one voice 
Conspiring may altcbt his blight design.” 

‘Hours after hour«, tliercfoie, with this design in 
view, 1 stood at my' vvindows phinniii>r: the naked walls 
eight n*et high hiTame, as 1 ga/(‘(l, clothed with 
drapeiies of elmibing- plants of every hue; the miid- 
heaiH lurned into prellily-sli.nKHl flow er-beils, .and the 
waste of liipid mini which surronudeil them into 
verdant turf; a fiiu*, linn {;rnv el-w alk rose into exist- 
ence, mid n visionary tree, just of sultieient si/e to allow 
of my sitting under its si un low, loomed into sight; 
whilst^ here and there little hillocks of turf, crowned 
wuth fiowering Rh^uh^, broke the monotony of the flat ; 
in f.iel, r saw things more as they are now than as 
(liey rcMlly \u‘i*e.it lhal tinu‘; and after sundry miisings, 
1 look pen and ink and mntked out a sort of groiind- 
]dan of my future gaiden, Iroin wlmh 1 have scarcely 
deviated. 1 then sot waiily' to work. ISly first step 
wns to get my walk made, not gravelled — that I left for 
a IhiiHhing stioke; hut .1 path to my house* must bu 
secured at cniee. This, then, was maiked out. One 
labourer -for i could not ntford gardeners -was set to 
break up the ground, whilst another lt*velUd the space 
dosigiKsl for the tutf and flow it beds; a cdiild being 
ernployeil to clear away the sloms and •^1*. ks whuli 
W'cre turned up by' the ihggeis; and Jictc came* in a 
stroke of good-iuek. On piedang up the ground the 
men came on a hiy»*r of a sort of marl, vvJiieh was 
pronounced to he the very' thing for w.dk-making ; this, 
therefore, was eolleeled and l.iid on tlie substratum of 
r.ifpit-wood which had been placed; and in a day or two 
I saw a good, firm, five-fool wide path, w'ell ro’iiuled off 
at the Bides, so as that 110 w ater should he alloweil to 
scllk* on it, eoimceting both the doois of my house 
with the outer woild. 'I'liis hcdiig done, and the giouiid 
being levelled, my maid and i pegged out the flower- 
b(*ds; and the c/fof/s, as they call the hard w'aate 
earth which w'as ilug out fivnu them, and fnmi the 
foundations of my hit of hnildiiig, w;^tc thrown ui> m 
certain places where X liad an eye to a hank or UKaind, 
and this at the same time saved me the evpen.e of 
i*arting away the rubbish, and bocured to me the little 
undulations 1 had ])laniJod. 

This done, and the stones hilng gatluTCtl lo one 
place for other ]>urno«es, J set alxmt the most 
expensive part of iny operation — namely, tuifiiig. 1 
had to g<‘t turf for this from the luUside, and to 
pay so much a load for it, licfiides tho expciibe of 
cutting and carrying, and I really began to fl*ar that 
my Jj.5 would never hold out; liowcver, by sparing 
both men to cut and prepare the turf, and at tho same 
time to select a few rough stones for my bit of roi‘k- 
work on whicli 1 had set my mind, and then, when all 
was ready', hiring a ('art and liorso for tlie day, X cou- 
triv^ to gel tho matter ik?eoinpliHhed. I could qf 
course have sow'u grass-seeil, and this wouhl have been 
less (*xix;n 80 at first ; but by tho time I had had It 
properly wooded and rolled, and cut sufitciontly often 
to mal^ it fine, it w'ould have (*ost but Uttlo less than 
bringing the turf from tho hill, and not hato hcon 
in order nearly so soon ; therefore, as the turf wns 
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to be had not very &r 06; X indutgod mynalS in this 
oike master in taking the more exneusive courtsc, and 1 
have not regretted it. 1 believe 1 saved a great deal 
both of Utoo and money by knowing my own mind, 
and having all my plana cut and dried, and toddy for 
use before I act to work. You ahould have /iKsen how 
the men atared at the decision and rapidity with which 
all went On ! There was no shilly-aballying ; but one 
thing succeeded anuihor with auch ])rompttiea8 and 
regularity aa could not liave been but for niy long 
wludow-gaaslnga and my many caleulaliona. I daresay 
I made a doxon miatakoa, but there waa no one to ihid 
tliem out* and J ancceeclod finely on tlio whole, iUnd 
my L.0 paid for all, and loft me a few shilUnga to 
buy plunta for my new garden. 

I'hen there wer<» some evergreens which wore in tlie 
ground udien 1 bought it~>inore than J needed ; ao 1 got 
the nurseryman to ehange them for about fifteen shil- 
lings' worth of shrubs and climbers for my walls ; and by 
the middle of November my mounds, fiower-bt^s, and 
rockery wore all eumploto, and the ttirf and gravel laid. 
It all looked rather trampled and nitiddy, and the flower- 
beds bare enough, iiotwitlistandiiig several baskets of 
plants st*nt me by old friends at my toriner liorno ; but it 
was all in order to grow, and I rested from my lalmurs 
with pleased auiieipations of the lieauty that waa to 
follow. 1 juil some ranuiKMilus roots in one 1k‘i1, and 
some nemophilain another (that, you know, if sown late 
in the yeai blgws early in the spring), and I thought 
my work was done, but, alas ! I hod not been quite so 
elover as I hod supposed. 1 liad forgotten that when 
ram came it must nt'cessarily pond in the lowest part ^ 
ol' my ground, und I had not provided any means to 
prevuit this ; so to my dismay 1 saw, when 1 rose one 
inorniitg, that a ivgiiUr flood had taken up its quarters 
in my ganlen, and there were only tlie liighest parts of 
the flower-beds in sight, looking like little boats float- 
ing about ill the turbid waters. Now came iii my heap 
of stones. 1 a as oldiged to have the turf e.iiefully 
raised, and to mterscKit my gruunil with a series of 
diiehes about t\»o and a half feet deep. These were 
hull'fllled with stones loosely put in, so as to leavo 
passage for the water between, and then fllled up with 
earth, and the turf laid over : these acted as land- 
drains ; and proud 1 was to see that gt last my turf 
was visible even in a stormy day.’ 

* But, my dear madam,’ said 1 , ^ 1 cannot even now 
make out how you have contrived that your parterres 
should look so gay, and those acres of wall bo so 
speedily concealed.’ 

* Annuals, my dear — mere annuals,’ replied my fitiend : 
‘by winter they will bo as hare as ever, I put in 
stores of cauoriensis, sweet peas, nasturtiums, major 
convolvuluses, &c. ami very pretty they look just as a 
temporary covering ; but 1 am not trusting wholly to 
them : tliore arc other creepers of a more permanent 
churacter planted between — such as varieties of roses 
and clematis, a westaria, and a passion-flower, and these 
will next year begin to make some appearance but it 
will be three or four years before 1 sliall be able to 
make any show without my annuals. Of course the 
same management is in a degree neccssaxy in my 
flower-beds, as whilst my roses, fUchslas, and carna- 
tions ate maturing, mignonette, convolvulus, and 
other bright annuals, ml up nicely. The great diffi- 
culty is to provide that your garden shall not be bril- 
liant in one month, and dull all the rest of the year. 
This must bo managed by a wise admixture ^oso 
plants which bloom at 'mflhi^ent seasons, so^wt 
when one goes off another near it sliall bo* just 
iH'ginniiig its blossoms* and also by having some 
odd comer where you can store away a few plants 
which will bear removing so as to fill up the vacant 
spaces left by decayed annuals, dn. Now all this 
is easy enough where you have a regular gardener 
mA a greenhouse, or where you can anotd to go to a 


salesman and purchase plants in blossom suited to the 
season as it comes ; but for those who have neither of 
these h^ps X can only recommend the plans 1 have 
suggest^ and also to stick Into the earth every bit 
they are obliged to cut fh>m Such plants as will 
grow by ctttt&gs, or that they break off by accident. 
It is quite a mistake to fancy that all cuttings require 
warmth and fhelter. It is not so ; for most kinds of 
flichsias, carnations, salvias, and even geraniums, will 
grow in the open ground, if put in early in the year ; 
and as to ptfutstemons, you may get a dozen plants to 
grow whore one will fkil.* 

^ You have'ssuccoeded most wonderfully, dear madam,’ 
said I; ‘ but tliOro is one point on which you have not 
touched, Which moves my astonishment moio than any 
others, and tiiat is the extraordinary improvement m 
your own appearance.’ 

* All traceable to the garden, my dear Mies Oliphant,’ 
was the reply. ‘First in superintending the making of 
iiiy garden, and then in watching over my plants, I 
have been of necessity continnally out of doors ; and I 
beheve nothing i^ more beneficial to health than a 
pleasant out-of-door employment, which interests the 
mind without ovcrstreteliing it. You know 1 eaimot 
bear mucli walking or standing, so 1 generally have a 
chair at hand, and sit whilst 1 direct iny subordninte«4 ; 
and not unfvt'quently I sit 011 a low eninp-stool whilst 1 
tnm a rose-bush or pink-root, or even sow a patch of 
seeds or pull up some weeds. 1 and my maid — for 1 have 
indoctrinated her deeply in the art of gardening — are 
always at it, and are busy together every evening t min- 
ing and trimming, and certainly the benefit to the liedllli 
of both has been great. 1 am glad to hear that you ioo 
have' a garden to make, for you look but a ]>oor dclic'ate 
creature. Ah, my dear, lake my word for it,* continue d 
the good lady, ‘ neitlicr tlie gay halls and opera, nor the 
intellcHitual conversazioni iiiul soirees, in which you 
have been so much of late during your travels, are half 
so good for body or mind os the more simple pursuits 
of gardening nnd other su(*h country pleasurt's. 1 am 
satisfied that when you ha\e once set well to work in 
making your garden, wi' sliall soon see the carnation- 
hue oil your chock once more.’ 

And so wo parted, for my >isit had been overlong. 
It is now, I think, the fourth year of good Mrs Griin- 
sliawe's occupancy of the once drc'ary cottage, and a 
few days ago J &iK*nt an hour or two in the iiretty 
garden which it has become one of my pleasuri's to 
watch. No material alterations have been iiimie since 
its first formation, only some of the flown -beds enlarged 
or altered a little in form, uiid one or two new ones 
cut; but the growtli of the shrubs and creepers has 
greatly altered its apiiearanco, and tlie cU'gont neatness 
of all about it combines with tlie exquisite brilliancy of 
colouring, und the rich odours arising from sweetbrier, 
clematis, heliotrope, cui nations, nnd a thousand other 
fragrant blossoms, to render Mrs Grimshawo's garden a 
lieiffect ‘paradise of dainty devices.’ 1 tuquirc'd how 
she managed to have ber walls so closely and neatly 
covered, for 1 could perceive none of those ugly nails 
and pieces of list defiu^ so much the 

beauty of such airaiigemaii&W^te^ 

‘ See here, my good friendf/^d aside 

some of the leaves which concealed it, au^ shewing me 
a wire round which the stems and tendrils of several 
plants were intert winedt * look at this phalanx of wire. 
One of the first things I did was to provide means for 
my creepers to ascend without my having the endless 
expense and trouble of getting them nailed. 1 procured 
a quantity of largo nails and some common iron wire, 
and set one of my handy labouring fiiends to work. X 
made him drive one row of nails at the top at about 
twelve inches apart, and anotlicr to correspond at the > 
bottom df eibU wall', and then strain a wire ikofit eacdi 
of those above to each of those Indow, whicli wire lie 
afterwards painted dark -green, to preserve it from 
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rusting, as SS i^attiess of apjp^ancer M 
hod done oil all the ^aJIs ; ai4 a cost 
10s., incltidih^^^ ’ 1 ^ labour, aud painj^ I; got 

/vdiat, had I ^oue to the iroutuoug|Sr and hl^ the usual 
rods and wire^ would have: about as many 

l)ouhds; and as hot ' one. has as yet failed, I cohbludc 
the one plan is as godd aSthe other, l^ow you see I 
have only to catch tite end of -any shoot which is 
getting wild, and tubk it behind the wire, and it soon 
takes hold, and fixes by means of stnno one or 

tor the purpose of ehal^hg plhnts tl'iat^run high to 
support themselves. Now do, my dear, just look at the 
beautiful holdfast provided for this Virginian creeper! 
You see it needs no wire, but by means of tbia sort of 
claw it fixes itself to the bare wall, and draws itself 
up to ajiy height; Ah, you may pull, hut you will not 
loosen it,* added she, seeing me trying to get one of the 
articles under diseussion to examine : * the little red 
stem will break, but no force will loosen the beautiiul 
sucker -like points from their hold. But there,* con- 
tinued my friend, * I must not begyi on my favourite 
subject. If I ever do write anything for tlic public, I 
really think it must be a treatise on holdfasts — I mean 
the teudriis and twisting stems, and other such provi- 
sions for clinibing-plants.’ 

am sure 1 for one sluill feel great interest in 
rciidiug it, dear madam,* said I; * but it grows late, and 
1 must go.' And so, leaving tho^ood lady absorbed so 
completely in contemplating her ^daw* that she could 
scarcely say fareweil, I departed, laden, however, with 
such a gorgeous bunch of fiowers. as few other little 
gardens could have furnished without being divested 
of half their sweets. 


THINGS TALKED OE IN LONDON. 

^ Novembifr 1861 . 

Since my last there has been no lack of something to 
talk about, so various were and still are the current 
topics. .For one — the closing of the Exhibition, wlueh, 
following hard upon ilie excitenreiit ‘pf a week that 
brought visitors in hundreds of tliousands daily, greater 
numbers tlian ever before — left a keener sense of 
regret on the minds of those who heard the Hallelujah 
CUhorus sound the grand Jinakt and wlio witnessed the 
concluding act. Simultaneously with the clearing out 
of the vast collection has come the conferring of decora- 
tions and titles on some of the more active members of 
the executive, made more acceptable in some instances 
by the substantial ‘ fee * wliich accompanies the un- 
substantial distinction — rewards which few wdll care 
to quarrel with, AVhat shall be done with the surplus? 
and ivhat with the building? still remain questions for 
grave^cousideratipn and satistactory conclusion. Some 
of the statistics— now become historical — connected 
with, the extraordinary undertaking make their appear- 
ance from time to time: among others it appears, with 
regard to the rcilceshments supplied, tlie quantity of 
meat consumed, iucluding hams, tongues, German 
sausages, and in savoury pies, was more than 
140,000 lbs.; of mustard, 1120 lbs.; of sponge -cakes, 
73,2B0; Batli - buns, 622*^00 ; plain btms, 409,360; 
mUk and cream, nearly 85,000 quarts,^ oi^ winch the 
greater portion was cream ; coflRie, 5118^^ 1^^ tea, 
1015 lbs.; of lemonade, soda-water, aiid ging^^bj^r, 
566,720 bottles; of ice, 4()fi,920 lbs.; and of sidt, 4t,040 
lbs. \yiiat a marvellous list! and this is buia^i^ of 
it. Tak^ down Napoleon's campaign in Huss^ from 
yopr shelf, and contrast it with the his 

.preparations.. 

Foremost among the results pix»dic^ted of Uie 
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MtisCum of EcDuomic to be. 

esiabmfiied in the gardens at Kew, which We My hope 
will b^ome no unworthy pendant to the I^useum of 
Econotnic Geology in Jerihyn Street. And farUier, 
tlm Jtmeiiw of: getting up ah Exhibition on 
their ow^a^UOt at New York, to be opened in April ; 
next; anavhs an inducement to those who may baVo. 
aw’^thing to exhibit, they adfiBrtise themsedvos ' M ; 
wnllng to convey the goods free of all charges to thp 
other side of tnc Atlantic in first -class vessels. If; 
Brother Jonathan be really in earnest in this matter^ 

I for one wish him full success. 

Another result of the ftlosing is, that our vehicular 
providers, not finding passengers so plentiful as during 
the time that the great spectacle was open, have 
resolved on a reduction of fares, so as, If possible, to 
keep their whole number of omnibuses in work, rather 
than to lay them up in ordinary. Already several 
routes are served at tlic dimiuishecl charge, and the cry 
of ‘penny 'bus* may be heani where competition is 
active. You can now ride from one end of Oxford 
Street to tlie other for a penny, and at low ‘charges, 
from one railway- station to another; and if enterprise 
bo energetic, w^e shall perhaps at last get to a i)roY>erly- 
priced and convenient system of locomotion. Loudon 
is toe^ofteu apt to imagine that it has notliing to lc;arn, 
yet it might pick up a useful hint now and then from 
other quarters- if it would. Liverpool, for instance, 
could have told some time ago a secret wortli knowing 
about penny 'buses; and Paris bas long shewn that it 
; is possible to have a uniform threepenny fare for the 
longest distances, even if it involved a change of 
v^ehiclc. The French omnibuses, too, are larger than 
ours; you are not- required to stoop so low on eiitcriug; 
while a brass-rod fixed beneath the centre of the roof 
affords a hold, and enables you to make your way along 
the vehicle without falling over the knees of the other 
passengers. However, ‘the capital of the civilised 
world,’ as it fondly calls itself, is feeling its way 
towards a better state of tliings-;-tlio New Cab Com- 
pany, namely, wliich proposes to run cabs in all parts 
of London at fourpence a mile, and, Mduitis more, witii 
drivers who are to wear a uniform, and be uniformly 
civil and iionest. Wlieu this reform takes place, it 
will be almost worth yoiir wdiile to come to town and 
make trial of its benefits. 

The arrival of Kossuth, too, is talked of everywhere ; 
he has already made one public visit to the City, and 
is soon to repeat it. Hiul you been in the Strand a few 
days since, you w'ould have seen the Hungarian tricolor 
—green, reil, and white — disidayedat several window's, 
and the whole length of the streets lined with people 
anxious to get a sight of the famous Magyar. Not 
least remarkable on such an occasion ore the effects 
produced on the usual street-traflac by such an occur- 
rence : certain phcnomciqi are then created not to be 
seen at other times. Talking of visits to the City 
reminds mo that an attempt is to be made tp relieve 
our circumambient atmosphere of the soot wliicb now 
darkens it, to the annoyance of natives and holrpr of 
foreigners ; for the Commissioners of Sewers of the 
City (mark, the CiVy only!) of London, making use of 
their powers, have ordered that from and after the isfc 
day of January next, all the chimneys of any furnace 
in any buUding ‘used for the purposes of trade or 
manufacture witliin the City, slnUl in all cases Con- 
structed or altered so as to consume the smoke arisiujg 
from such furnace.* At tlie same time they decUire 
that atfy person using a fnmace after the day specifi^ : 
so * that the smoke arising therefrom shall not be efiShSivi 
tuoUy Consumed or burnt, Or shall carry on any triide^ 
or business which shall Occasion any noxious or jpUbh* 
8ive:cfi9avij!ii or otherwise annoy the neighbo^rh^^ ' or 
inhabitants, without using, to the satisfiiCti^^^ the 
coifimiMoners, the best practicable 
ing or counterapUng such 






I bflfefiSittg shall forfeit and paiy a sui^ <if 
of ^ery da}^ durin^r ^Wlti 

farhace or aiirioyan^ dr conlirined/ 

> At the risit of li^ng ^fetis/ l ^haye pwferred to #ve 
! you ;^he voiy wi^de df fed ^Wfeindd w haa been 
: ejtidtialvely cii^ulitedv ■ fee object is oiwf of gfeat 
! importance^ not oiiiy^ but to the ifiha- ; 

bitanta every :larj^ lO Wo have 

been so many in acliieviug this measure towarjis 
amdke^feppfessjioQj that we must now hope tliere yriU 
be nb^^l^ its provisiona. 

ihusi .liow give iiie lea^e to add a few words to the 
. accomit of the arctic expeditions in my last, I thercHold 
you that Captatn Penny and Sir John Koss had come 
home ; but, to the isurptise of every one, and to the vexa- 
tion of the Admiralty functionaries, they were followed 
a few days later j^y Captain Austin, with the four vessels 
under his command. It appears that, in pursuance of 
his intention, he went to Jones’s Sound^sailed up it 
some forty-five miles, and not finding wbat ho was in 
search of, tacked about, and returned to England. We 
shall shortly hear wliat has been resolved on by the 
several * arctic councils* that have sat at the Admiralty : 
one fact, however, is already public— namely, that 
another exp^tiun will bo sent out next spring to 
complete the work which Austin left unfinished. 
Meantime, -Lady Franklin’s little vessel, the Prince 
; Albert, Is doubtless frozen up in winter-quarters, and 
news have betm rciceived by way of the United States, 
that the ico having been found impassable, Captain 
Collinsoii’s ships are on their way back to KnglaiifL 
Let me add also, that Cape liilcy forms one extremity 
of a cove, of which Beecliey Island forms the other : it 
was between the two^ but nearest to the latter, that 
Eranklin wintered. Tliey lie just at the mouth of 
Wellington (Miannel, up which the American ships 
were drifted as far as 76 degrees north, before they 
yere caught in tlie resistless drift whicli carried them 
down again, and away to Baffin’s Bay. Tlicse vessels 
have returned to 'York, and thus we are as far iia 
ever from knowing what has become of Sir John 
Fraukliti and his companions. 

Litemtuj'e— that is, publisliing— has not been very 
Mitiyo of late ; the most notable book that has made 
its appearance bdug Cai'lylo’s ‘ Life of Jblm Sterlinj*,’ 
Signs of coming activity are, however, apparent, as is 
usual when November’s tuni cornea ujwn the calendar ; 
Mr Groto js' shortly to give us two more volumes of his 
f Greoi^ ;* Difeehs announa^s another of his stories, in 
twenty numbers ; Sir Francis Head promises some- 
thing entitled ‘Ail my Eye;* Worsaae, the celebrated 
Baiiish antiquary, is to inforni us concerning our Saxon 
and Scandinaviaii ancestors in a IxKik soon to make its 
appearance. It would be easy to lengthen the list ; 
but not having space, I tell you that Macaulay 
lui« not ibrgotten that his * History of England’ is not 
: that Mrs Browning is sojouniing with her 

poet-hnsbfed fo)r a brief season at Paris; and that the 
laureate, instead of passing tlio winter in Italy, has 
oonie home— ito work. 

yhe' Jleport just published by the Bcgistrar-Genefal 
i^kdtfe a good deal of attention : it slwws that ip the 
quaruyj fedii^ September 80, there were 88,408 inar- 
mgos, deatbs,^ and 150,584 births'— the latter 

being fee laig^i hfeiber.^^ in the cqrre^; 

spending three; feopfes of previous years. It may 
bo thought tfet : we need inultiplicMl births if our 
population is tbV.bo in ; 

;^de^«afe -'by ; the; deaths 

'^ntsdefe the 'kingdom.. . ' ' 'mind;.fe;^" ; 
is soTqcthing emfeently the social mofe*- : 

meats few ^king place ; t«ere(ja:k meaning in tbfe ' 
by^.ahonghtlht'bbisfev^^^ .hiit' 
apparent';: ;'aB|d' fefe"': 
fearo 'of '.great phfeofeeha. .liaving- 


fefsfejfefer^ as matters 

;■ ■ v/it'"{S:' ';a:;:'feddcn; -.felc .■ aboht ' ..Trinity-House' 

-yith it;;fe>'tbis is the .last.pt.' 
my f hfeib4fens.’ ; H hotwithBtandmg the 

impfefemenjts made in iighthquses of late ycairsj they 
are stiU defective iti many dssentlhl pcwticulors, which 
are, fecordipfe fe of fee Afehiralty— their 

being too highj mid cohS^uentiy appearing more dis- 
tant than they really are ; and the too great resem- 
blance amoYig tbo various lights, the deceptive opticat 
effects pi’<^S&d b^^^ coloured glasses, ami the general 
want of initehrity in tlie light cOmthonly exhibited. He 
proposes a reihedy which, besides setting naval men 
u-talking i|s to its hierits,. comldnes, it is said, security 
with ecoiioiriy— naniely, ‘ the outthig of four or more 
dreuW apertures in all the present structures, just 
below the lantern, and fitting the openings with glazed 
sashes of ground plate-glass, painted so as to leave Die 
lnUi.^l. of the particular lighthouso bold and distinct. 

‘ The length of the letter being tlirec times the size 
of tiio light of the lantern, would be more clearly 
visible, and leave ilb doubt .as to what tlic lighthouse is, 
and where situate. 

‘ Tins alteration U suggested for the existing light- 
houses ; but where it miglit be necessary to construct 
new ones, it would be better they should not ho carried 
to the present altitude, us the nearer the light is to the 
level of the eye, the less probability would exist as to 
any mistake in the di^ance of it.* 

lu those days of education and scientific rcsearcli, 
it ia surprising to hear Diat the members of the 
lioyal .Institute of the Netherlands at Amstcrdjjmi 
have begged tlKJ government to disincorporate them, on 
the ground that the . sum annually voted for .them is 
insufficient to enable them to carry out their own 
statutes, and to fiourlsh as an institute ought. It 
would be unfortunate were tins body to he broken up,^ 
as it is one Dnit has done good work in the cause* 
of science and philosophy, and borne many eminent 
names on its roll. In a country so wealtiiy as Holland, 
it is iximarkable to find a scientific institution unable 
to exist without assistance from the public funds : is 
it that the spirit of trade is too omnipotent ? Our 
Royal Society has long prospered, and still prosiKirs 
without government aid. Therein pcrhai>s consists its 
vitality. 

Y’ou would hardly expect to find academical life more 
vigorous in Turkey than in the Netherlands, yet such 
is the fact. The mother of the present sultan has 
canse<I an ‘Academy of Sciences* to be built not far 
from the mausoleum which contains the body of her 
late husband ; and at its opening a short time since, in 
presence of ne:irly the whole of the court, the grand 
vizier nmde a speech appropriate to tlie occasion. With 
recollections of the ‘Arabian Niglits’ in one’s mind, it 
is with mingled surprise and incredulity that one hears 
of a vizier doing anything of the sort. Here, however, 
is a report of the speecli wldoh, under the dreum- 
fenees, is perhaps Worth preseriring:— ‘Ills Highness 
the Sultan, our august sovereign and benefactor, on 
Die day of his accession to the throne Of his ancestors, 
commenced a new era of justice and equity. That day 
will ever he deemed glorious in the history of the 
civilisation of the empire, and of the sovereign power 
Vhich is exerfed for its prbsperity.and wellbeing. The . 
virtiu^ which^ have distinfeished his character have 
befe fully developed by Iris noble and generous acts ; 
i and he has hecUi dasb^ of opening to his subjects an 
fesy means of ifepiiring^^D^ of the arts 

knd sciences wbfei is rifedoafor the imrpose of know- 
ing tfese Irigher duties lead to happiness in this 
^le, arid in Diat which is to come hereafter. ^ 

, of education, llis Highimss 

has & elation of a uni vorsi ty ; and he has 

deigned fe be presfe^^^ fe at Die opening of the 




Acndeiny of ^icnoe^ erected undw* tlio. patron!^ of 
hi8 iUustrioua mother. We are happyi indeed, to live in 
60 prosperoua a century, and to b^: jfthte thua to enjoy 
60 many a^vahta^s of edacatiieii not Imown to our 
forefatbcri Our childreti also wiU be even greater 
participators than ouFSolves in the bounteous patronage 
of our common Whefactor xind sovereign: May the 
days of His Highness long be spared to^his country !’ 
Who can tell ?— perhaps by a diflgbht following of this 
new track the Turks may falsify their foreboding of 
being sonib day expelled froiii Europe. | 

Certain matters wliicU have transpired beyond the 
Atlantic bave adde<l somewhat to our talk. Tho 
American Association for iUe Advancement of Scionco^ 
which met at Albany last August, have jus t^published 
a suniiiiary of their proceedings. Agassis was presi- 
dent, and more than 120 papers on dilFerenfe subjects 
W'cre presented to the meeting. Among them was one 
of importance to astronomers — * A new lunar ft^rmula, 
by Mr Longstretli, containing a correction, according 
to which an error hitherto disregardwl is, eliminated, 
and a perfect coincidence with observation is obtained.’ 
Another w'as ‘ ()n*thc clouds and equatorial cloud-rings 
of the earth and another, * On tlie influence of terres- 
trial clectrieity on climates.* Tlierc ivas a large 
sprinkling of physiological, ethnological, geological, 
and cljjpmical subjects: one by Agassiz on ‘alternate 
generation* among tbe niedusje ; ‘ Additional facts 
respecting tlic experiments by which a person can sec 
tliC arteries of his own eyes;’ ‘On the separation of 
butter from cream by catalysis.* Professor Peirce is. 
to be prcvsident for next year, and tbe meeting will be 
bdd at Cleveland, Ohio, in August 1852. It appears to 
be the custom l\)r the city that invites the Association 
to meet within its walls, to entertain the members, and 
also to pay for the publication of their i)rocccdings. 
This is playing tho host handsomely. 

Dr Kirtland of Cleveland states that Inst winter, as 
the frost set in, a number of in a ihii) - pool, 

incommoded by the subsidence of t)ic ice, effected their, 
escape into some adjoining ponds, from wdiich, by 
breaking through the ice, lie obtairioil about eight or 
ten bushels in a half-frozen state. ‘During the night 
they were placed in a cold and exposed room, and were 
literally as stiff, and almost as brittle as icicles. Ilie 
next morning a tub was filled with them, into which 
was poured a quantity of w'atcr draw’ii from the avcII, 
and they were then placed in a warm stove-room for 
the purpose of thawing. In the course of an hour or 
two the fiunily were nstonislied to find them resusci- 
tated, and as active as if just taken during the snirimcr. 
The experiment was rejicjitod w ith a number of tubfuls j 
during the day, and with similar results.* The effects 
of frost on animal life is a subject to which at the 
present tinie naturalists at homo and abroad are 
paying much attention; and they may add this to 
their store of facts and data. 

Tho Smithsonian Institution, at Washington, are 
about to extend and continue the valuable series of 
researches*beguTi by Quctelet in Belgium, by collecting 
‘ information with regard to the periodical phenomena 
of animal aiid vegetable life in North America.* 
Parties willing to co-*operate are given to understand 
that the subjects most to be iiotic<;d ‘are the first 
appearance of leaves and of fiow’^ers in plants; the 
dates of appearance and disappearance of migratory or 
hybernating animals -— as mammalia, birds, ; reptiles, 
fishes, insects, &c. ; the times of nesting pf birds, of 
moulting, and littering of mammalia, of utterance of 
characteristic cries among reptiles and insects.* They 
ask also for lists of the animals and pl:mt|sf Irirni all 
parts of the North- American continent, with a view to 
constimct ‘ a series of tables shewing the gepgraplucal 
distribution of the animal and vegctab}p^^,;|^^ in 

North America ; * and they publish: a 
many of wdiich are natives of Euroi)e; of grow 

we ajiall thus obtain valuable means for comparison. 

§*iiithaonian Institution are wisely and worthily 
onipJbying the noble bequest of their founder* ^ 

- B L I N D W A L T E 11. 

A TALU J'OB yOUNO PKOPLU. ^ 

You are all doubtless aware that Greenwich iiuiy bb 
reached both by railway and steamer ; and if you were 
there a few years ago you might have remarked, near 
the steamboat pier, the hero of this narrative. Ho 
w'asHhcii a pale, slight youth of sixteen, good-looking, 
but with tiiiit peculiar expression of countenance- 
half -resignation, lialf- anxiety — which belongs to ilie . 
blind, llo was quite blind-r-stone-blind, and had been 

80 from his birth. Ho had for about bwo years played 
the fiddle daily at the corner of a certain street. Every 
morning he was brongbl to his post by an old wroinan 
with whom he lodged, or somotiines by a little girl, her 
grandchild, who also brought his dinner at one o’clock, 
and fetched him Iioinc to tea at six. He never asked 
for money ; but at his feet lay a small basket, into 
which halfpence poured pretty freely. There was a 
quiet, uneomplaiiiing nmnner about him; he was so 
neat and clean, that in the neighbourhood lie was a 
favourite, and all strangers admired him. But wlmt 
w\as curious and pleasant to see was tho re.speot shewn 
him by all sailors, watermen, and old college -men. 
Tliough he could not see, they alw'aya touchcMl their 
liats to him, and said ‘ Sir * w hen they wished him good- 
morning or good-evening. But then Blind Walter was 
the sou of a captain in tho royal navy, wlio had left 
him without a father at six years old. He had had a 
mother, but she w’^as what is rarely found in thisw^orld, 
as I dai'csay you all know — a bad mother ; and that is 
the worst thing that can fall to the lot of a child. She 
was not wliat the w’orld calls wicked, but she was so 
really. Jrhe neglected lier blind boy; she let liim iiick 
up bis education how he could ; and but for tho kind- 
ness of an old musician, W'ho took a fancy to him, and. 
when his mother was out fetched him to his house, 
he would liave known nothing. 

Tho musician was a poor old Italian, a gentibhinii in 
habits and feelings ; and he taught the boy to speak 
Italian, to be tidy and clean, and to play the violin. 
Walter became passionately fond of music, wliicb, wlieu 
his mother made the discovery, rather warmed her 
feelings tow^ards her child. She had him more neatly 
dressed than before, and took him; wherever She went 
as a i>rodigy. Walter, wlio was an intelligent and 
pleasing lad, was universally liked; He w'us petted 
and taken notice of, and soon 0 (;quircd the manners of ; : 
the society to which he was now introduced. The im- 
portance of early training and education, which perhaps 
just nowr may not be exactly pleasing to some of you, 
w^as demonstrated in the case of Blind Walter. When 
lie fell into other circumstances he never lost his grace- 
ful manners, his soft t6nc of y<nc<J — ^^the surest marks of 
good-breeding and good company ; and he gained hirgoly 
by it But his Mi was sudden aiid unexpected. His 
mother, the portionless daughter of poor, proud pqoplo 
of good family, whom Walter’s father liad married i 
for her beauty, died deeply in debt ; and the poor boy 
fotmdfhimself nlQne in tbe world with nothing but v 
his violin, saved frtm Hie creditors with much diificdliy;. 
Ihey had b<»n two years in Greenwich when this Imp- 
pened ; and the fatlier having been much liked by his 
crew— some of whom were now in Gr^nw^ H^mtal 
-^thesc old pensioners held council; Th^ 
liked to send the boy, now tUeir^ 
his blmduees was a seridus then ; 





him to toy his fortune 

Wdlt^, 'Who had no other toiendB-^-his fotoier baTin^ heea 
an orpha^ protocted Jby one npW'j^ead^follow^ 

^ His ddy^s fo *to 

^rpsdlt : all the collei^ffoen quietly without 

word, and thteto irr their halfpence ; ; and 
W»\t&r Arnoto thanke^ : G^ his heart,; whUe he 
thought grato^ly of the pbcff ; Italian musiedan, iiome 
time dead, who hpd l^h the instrument of Providence 
in giving h^ the means of earning his livelihood. He 
tobk a nea^ t^^ in the house of an : 

aged widoto^ . with an orphan grandchild, a girl of 
thirteen years old; and after paying his way, giving 
little presento to Alice^ and keeping himself in d^ent 
clothes and clean linen, put the rest by in the Savings* 

: Bank in the name of a clerk in the Hospital, who 
regularly gave him twopence every weejc out of affec- 
tion to the n^ory of his father. Scarcely any of 
those who had been friends of Mrs Arnotfs ever 
noticed Walter, except to ^ve him a sixpence, in a 
patronising way ; but Walter wanted not their aid. 
He was independent— he was happy. 

He seldom went out in the evening. He would get 
Alice to read to him books which a friend purchased 
for hjmr— chiefly naval histories and tales, and lives 
of celebrated musicians and emperors. He did not, 
however, forget what was useful to her, find^thdr 
education went* on together with wonderful success. 
Alice wa.s soon passionately fond of reading ; and tis no 
occupation is at the same time so pleasing and uscflil, 
if you avoid bad books — the vrorst poison on earth — 
tlieir evenings were delightful. Neither did Walter 
neglect his Italian; he pronounced and spoke it 
well. He bought a grammar, dictionary, and some 
Italian books, and by dint of perseverance soon trained 
Alice to study with him, The old grandmother left 
them to their own course : she already looked on Waiter 
as the future husband of her child, though he solemnly 
and lirmly declared that lie would never be a burden 
to any woman, if one could be found genennis enough 
to marry the blind fiddler. 

Al)Qut two years had passed, and Walter was 
between eighteen and nineteen, while Alice was a 
pretty girl of fifteen. The blind yontli had leamwl to 
[ read and to write. Be had made remarkable progress 
^ too ill music, and liegan to be asked to go to b^ls, and 
even concerts. He liad a beautiful collection of violiiis, 
once the idols of the poor Italian, and this was greatly 
in his fiivour. One afternoon he was playing some 
exquisite piece of Italian music to a silent crpwu, when 
a youth about his own age, in the dress of a midship- 
man, pushed forward, and stood with a blank and 
astonished air goRing at him. Presently Walter 
flnishodl and the crowd, after showering halfpence upon 
liim* moved away. But tlie midshipman remained. 

- VWalto Arhott!* exclaimed he in tones of deep 
aetomshment, 

* All, Frank Pre8eott,V Cried tlie blind youth with 
genuino satisfaction. ‘Is tliat you? IIow kind to 
notice mo now!’ 

‘Notice you now! Wliat! the son of the former 
captain of our ihip ! Good Heaven, this Is sliamefol— 

‘iJot at ibUi i am vety bappy-^1 could not bo more 
: : so/ rcpi^^alter. gently.;,- ■ ■ : . 

‘ Npiiscntfe ; you could aiad shall Just put your 
: fiddto come and dine with me ai' 

tlid ^G^reyhim I must toll you my 

:';-sfoiyi;aud.;you-':to^^ toJi-'.^pto-yours.-.- -I, wanted 
^ih■1J^^wlcb:■lvVe; found . v ■ " 

W^altor sUpIi fecarty kindnesflf 

after bar^;^|i that they jhbhkt call at his hofoe, 
he an 

. fmm-his p^t, 

' ■ A- hearty gfbb^i^idld'.the'fo^^ ; 
invsBd.)to:me^:;;:'Sivcifyb^^ waa. ' 


pieced to toe of, and Alice 

vioUn, \yalter' 

■ toJd;,^h^' ordered'-- a . very 
gbe^ dtouto, ifoto Inforiued the young muBician 

Jh^t h^ had daughter ho 

.waa:-r^0iy':;tteCh; ■.'Mdove; Mto-; toat >'.bei%'.-'.-poor, with 
very small prospects, he toncealed from 

his uncle, wfcD wished; cousin Gertrude to marry 
some one her oquai iii ]^mt of fortune* To Gertoude 
he had not spoken distinctly-r-he toas too young for 
that ; but Ito wOs sure too responded to his affection. 
He was noff/^howeverj about to leave England on a 
three years* cruise, and he was in a state of great 
unoasinesa of mind* He knew not what might happen 
in the iutorvali Ete could not write to the youitg ' 
lady, as be knew she would decline cairryiug on a clan- 
diestlne correspondence— and he loved her the more 
for her delicacy. But still he wanted some fViend 
to give hiin news of her, and her news of him. Blind 
Widter readily volunteered to do tins by the hand of 
Alice, if he could at any time pick up intelligence 
of interest. But Frank Prescott had a better plan 
tlian that— he wbuld get his uiicie mid cousin to 
patronise him: next evening there was to be a quiet 
dance, and he must come and play. And Walter did 
so, and the evening U'as twice as ideasant as it otherwise 
would have been. The blind musician entered into the 
spirit of the aflair ; played as long and as often Its they 
liked; was a general favourite with the ladies, espe- 
cially with Gertrude Prescott ; and pleased cvcryhoily 
BO much with his playing, that he henceforth found his 
engagements multiply. 

From that day he abandoned his station in the 
street: he played at cvening-iJartics, lie gave lessons, 
and all without neglecting his education or that of 
Alice. During the stay of Frank Prescott tlie young 
people were inseparable ; the midshipman was delighted 
with his old acquaintance, and they parted attached 
friends. 

Blind Walter actually loved Frank, for with him 
kindness was irresistible. There are natures winch 
cannot resist the influence of affection, who will love a 
Iierson who gives them a flower, a worrl, a look ; and 
Walter was one of those. When Frank was gone, he 
tnmsfcrrod his affection to Frank’s future wife, without 
forgetting his dear' Alice. Miss Prescott came often to 
see them; and when she found that the young girl was 
a good Italian scholar, asked her home, and took lessons 
of her. Proud indeed now w’as Alice of her having 
studied and roail, fiir Walter was pleased, and she 
found a sincere friend in Gertrude. 

Things went on in this way for nearly two years, 
when Gertrude reached the age of twenty. Suitors 
now came round in earnest, and Mr Prescott desired 
Gertrude to choose among the several competitors. 
But she could not make up her mind, she said — not 
daring to avow her affection for Frank, But her father 
insist^, and himself selected a Mr Charles Williams, a 
risirig young barrister with brilliant prospects. One 
evening Gertrude was very unhappy: Alfce was by 
her side, and Blind Walter was hourly expected. Miss 
Prescott was very dull and low-spirited, and nothing 
her bumble Mend coukl do could rouse her. 

‘ What is the matter?’ asked Alice earnestly, after 
vainly endeavouring to get on with her Italian lesson. 

* Papa insists upon iny receiving the addresses of 
Mt Chiurlea WiBia^ He is going to ask him to 
dfoner Cn Ididnday next, What am I to do? ’ 

: . ‘ But, my dear Miss Prescott/ said Alice oarneslly, 
‘why not avow your Affection for your cousin 
^Erank?-l*. ■■ 

i ' ' ‘ Becaqs^ my father long ago forbade me to think of 
: Prank has nothing but his profession, which is 
'hot to please xny dear papa.* 

f to advise. I wish Walter were 

here; Im-wbuili; 



JOUBNAt. 


At this very instaii^i; the door ope^^ the servant 

announced in a loud voice ; ^ Sir IMter Aniptt ! * 

They rose astounded^ mid in JJUnd Walter, 

leaving at the door a servant iii lieh Utery^ wh had led 
}]im up; Hewas fashionably dreased, hut his smile wa^ 
as gentle and sweet as ever. Be advanced to a sofa, 
took the hands of his two friends, and eat down betyreen 
them. His story vf^s venr brief. Seven lives vvhicli 
had stood between his father and : a baronetcy of 
L.25,00p a yem had all lapsed, save one, long ago; 
and about six months previously the ls#t survivor, 
a descendant of his grandfathers eldest Brother, had 
died withotit iSsuo and intestate. A week before that 
evening the solicitor traced Blind Walter as the next 
of kin. He had kept his secret until all w^^s settled, 
passing the solicitor as a pupil ; and this day he had 
been put in possession of his property, the lord>chan- 
cellor having appointed trustees for the three months 
he wanted of being of age. 

^ But you seem in trouble,* said Sir Walter when 
he had told his story — for he always observed the 
slightest difference in the intonation of voice. 

Alice, who was -overwhelmed at wfiat slie had heard, 
timidly expluiiied. 

*T see only one remedy,* observed the blind young 
baronet after some reflection. 

* And what is that?’ asked Gertrude anxiously. 

* You must let me court you for the next four 
months. I have this day-^-for I am influential now — 
sent Frank Ids leave of absence for twelve months, 
begging him to come home. It seems 1 am indispen- 
aabie in a certain county where mitiisters want to kec^p' 
tiittir supporters in, and so they can refuse me nothing.* 

‘Good Sir Walter!* exclaimed Gertrude and Alice. 

‘Blind Walter still , with you I But listen: until 
J'Vank returns, I will keep off all suitors. Say nothing, 
only lot us always be together — us three, I mean,’ said 
the* quick-eared young man as he caught the sound of 
a little sigh from Alice*, ‘ and your father will give me 
six months at least to think of it. But, my dear 
friends, listen to me. I must marry now. In whom 
else, now* that 1 have suph heavy trusts and duties, can 
I confide tlian a wife ? Twenty-five thousand a year 
wants somebody wdio can see to attend to it. Had I 
romaitied poor, no woman should ever have had such a 
burden imposed on her. There is but one girl in the 
world who ever can bcj my wife. While 1 w*as poor, 
I studiously concealed my feelings ; but now, dear 
Alice, my riches, my rank, are vain indeed if you refuse 
to l>e mine when Frank returns.* 

‘ I, Sir Walter ! * cried the amazed girl, pale wdth a 
feeling more like alarm than anything else— ‘ai)oor 
girl like me ! What will your rich friends say ? * 

‘Alice, yon have for five years been my devoted 
sister ; we have studied together, thought togotfier, 
learned together : fet us now, if your heart can recon- 
cile itself to a blind husband, love one another. I am 
not fit to be aloho ; but if you will not bo the poor 
blind boy’s guardian angel, 1 must trust myself to some 
hired servant.* 

‘Walter! Walter!* cried Alice, sobbing aloud, *I 
have alw^'^y3 loved yt>u dearly, and, had you remained 
poor, had always meanrt to beg you to take mo for your 
wife— your guide ; tmd yon ^uld ; for when mother 
dies I sbsdl be alone: *but now I diirc npt accept- 

‘You have accepted I ’exclaimed Gertrude^ ifiacing 
their hands one in another; and as Alice co^d not 
speak, the betrothal was over. After a feyr minittes’ 
silence they discussed their plans, and were in -the 
midst of them wlien Mr Prescott entered hurriedly. 

* Sir Walter, I am proud to congratulate’ you. I 

am highly honoured by your making yo^ llrst call 
■here.*' ■.;/) ' 

‘ 1 have to apologise for taking the 
so unecremoniouriy. Hours suited w 
become, perhaps unsuitable now.* 


Sir Walter, pray consider my house your owfi/ 
said Mr Prescott warmly, half from genuine pleasure at 
the gobd-iuck pf one he liked, as all did, and half from 
tho reflpotmn that 000 a year, even with a blind 
baronet, was perhaps a. very splendid prospect ibr his 
daughter.-. ' 

From tjfat day all suitors withdrew before the yoiihg 
baionet. ^Everybody looked upon the affiiir as settled. • 
Miss Gertrude and he, with Alice , for a companion, 
drove out together, went to parties together ; and what 
other result could be expected? But uot one word 
did any of the two say which could be construed into 
deadt. Mr Prescott allowed matters to take their 
course, not even sounding Gertrude on the point he 
had at heart. 

One morning Sir Walter called formally upon Mr 
Prescott, and demanded the honour of an interview*. 
That gentleman bowed his young friend ijito the draw- 
ing-room, and his heart beating rather more quickly 
than usual, he sat down after handing Walter t6 a 
chaiir. 

‘What, my dear Sir Walter,’ said Mr Prescott 
blandly, ‘ can I do for you ? * 

‘I come,’ said Walter, w*ith almost the only tnice 
of sarcasm on his. face w*hich ever appeared there 
—‘I come to speak to you of your daugliter. Miss 
Gertrude.* 

‘ Indeed ! ’ exclaimed Mr Prescott, with a very harm- 
less attempt at playing astonishment in his tone. 

. ‘You w*Ul bo very much surprised, my dear sir,' said 
blind Walter a little timidly, ‘ at what I am going to 
say.* 

‘ Perhaps not,* said papa knowdngly ; < I fancy ’ 

‘You have fancied WTong, Mr l^rcscott,* said Walter 
firmly, * if you liave supposed that 1 have courte<i your 
daughter on her own account. Listen to me first, and 
bo angry if you will afterw*ardg. I have courted for 
another-.-for a young man who Iqvos her, and wdiom 
she loves — a lieutenant in the navy, on whom I settle, 
the day he Inarries, the sum of twenty thousand 
pounds, which I have raised by felling timber, w*hich 
was far too luxuriant on my estates.’ 

‘But!’ exclaimed Mr Prescott, quite mollified at the 
words ‘ tw enty thousand pounds,’ and who w*a8, besides, 
a very good-hearted man at bottom—* but who is the 
gentleman?’ ^ 

‘Your nephew Frank,* said Walter, moving to tho* 
door as readily as if ho could see. 

Mr Prescott burst into a laugh : he saw at once the 
whole conspiracy ; and when the next minute Frank 
and Gertrude entered, and he tried to .scold, it was of 
no avail: he was obliged to laugh anew, and when 
Frank went over every detail of the plot from be^n- 
niug to end, he laughed still more. A happy dinner- 
party was there that day at Mr Prescott’s table. 
There were Frank and Sir WiUter, and Gertrude and 
Alice. Frank demurred a little at tlie generosity of 
his Mend, but Walter asked what liis riches came for 
but to make his friends happy ; and the sailor was 
obliged to yield, as Mr I’rcscott declared that his con- 
sent was given only conditionally. 

And they were all Your married a month later. 
Frank retired from the service at the request of Ger- 
trude, and accompanied Sir Walter and Lady Arnqtt 
on a tour into Italy, where the latter wished to improve 
their knowledge of the language, while Sir Walter felt 
genuine joy on visiting the land of the poor nausidan, 
to whom he owed everything. Frank, on tlieir return, ■ 
gettfc^new th© barmiet'S eijfates, and is still as devoted 
a friend as man can wish for ; and Alice, whose gran^ 
motlier stiil lives in a beautiful cottage built for her 
in the PSrk^ is an ornament to the class to vi^bich> she 
has risen; Her mind, refined by education^ 
thought, she is qnite equ4 to her s^tibigj^ 
what jby is hers now, when the och<irtts,:ij|||^^ 
that in time Sir Walter may She 





; h^ Cftiidren; bnt her blind buBbaiid i» her ^ 

Slic it ever by Ula s&ie j she hi» . 

Very ; and nn fttey^rd ^Y)*^ VriaiVo carefb faii : 

"master’s '^alth -afe. .:.■ 


tn an amuBin" boe^ 

conberiVing th«. wUd-;BpiCiirtB of a certain district in Fran<^ 
called ‘ iS Mjjrvau/ ihe foUow account of the life of 
an unfortunate |>i^ is given by the author:-— ^ A 
exiled to a ^dsijrted fiart our foroets—and who, the 
whole yeur^ except on a few rare occasiona, lived only on 
fruit dud ^v upon a most admirable expo - 

: dient 'for providing an animal repast to Bet: before the 
curfia of the neighbourhood, when one pr the other, two 
or three times during the year, ventured into these 
dreadM, solitudes, witii a view of asiniring himseir with 
hie pVn eyes that his unfortunate cdlleague had not yet 
died of hunger/ The curd iu quostion possessed a pig, 
hit whole fortune: aiid you will teo, gentle reader, the 
manner in which he used U. Immediately the bell 
announced a visitor, and that his cook had shewn his 
clerical friend into the parlour, the master of the house, 
drawing himself up |najestiGally« said to his house- 
keeper: “ Brigitte, let there be a good dinner for myself 
and iiiy friend.” Brigitte, olthongh she knew the^ 
were only stale orutts >nd dried peas in her larder, 
seoiued in no degree emhan’assed by this order; she 
summoned to her assistance “ Toby, the Carr|j!t,” so 
called because his hair was as red as that of a niuive of 
West Galloway, and leaving the house together, they both 
went in search of the pig. This, after a short skirYnish, i 
was caught by Brigitte and her carroty assistant; and, 
iiotwithstandliig cries, his grunts, his gestures of' 
despair, and supplioatioii, the inhuman cook, seizing his 
head, opened a large vein in his throat, and relieved him 
of two pounds of blood; this,' with the addition of garlic, 
shallots, mint, wild thyme and parsley, was converted; into 
a most savoury and ^elicious blackqmdding for the cure 
and bis friend, and being served to their reverences smoking 
hot ph the summit of a pyramid of yellow cabbage, figured 
admirably as a small Vesuvius and a centra dish. The 
surgical operation over, Brigitte, whose qualifications as a 
sempstress were superior, darned up the hole in the neck I 
of the unfortunate animal, and he was ilien turned loose ! 
until a. fresh supply of black-puddings should be required ; 
for h similar occasion. Ims wretched pig .was never 
‘happy : how could he be sol Like Damocles Pf Syracuse, i 
' he lived in a state of perpetual fever ; terror seized him { 
directly he Imrd the cur6’s bell, and seeing in imagina- 
tion tho uplifted knife already about to glide into his 
bosom, he invariably took to his heels before Brigitte was 
half-way to the door to answer it. If, as usual, the 
Opeal ahnounced a diner-out, Brigitte and Gold-button 
weire soon on bis track, calliim him by the most tender 
:eplthets, and promising that he should have something 
nice for .his supper^skim-milky &o. — but the pig with his 
painful experience was not such a fool as to believe 
theiu : hidden bebiiid an old cask, some fagots, or lying 
in a‘' deep ditch, he romiuned silent as the grave, and 
kept himself plpse as long as possible. Discovered, howr 
erinr, he Was ture to be at last, when rush into 

tha vgarden, and, running up and down it like a mad 
/VSfetttre,' /upset /cver^^ -In "his 'way;' for; several ■ 
militates It tras a regular Steeple*chase— across the bedt, 
iiow h^ir the turnips, then through the goosebenV^buslies 
ehdrfci he' was here, there, and: every where ; bub in 
Spite of all stratagems to escape the &tai i 

Ihcisiohv the phor finished by being seixedf 

tied, thrown on the bled ; the vein was then 


UR E, ^ ^ 

■ and storiu 

- /:;A'sdmm'«;:rSTO . ■ ■ . 

b^eehs^OW teilVd its perfect ib^ 

'dittiitiOd'its ateu- of .fiame:|. ; - 

In glowing colours, rich and Varm, 

ShoilB out that briUiant frame. . 

Its sha^ refiected on the^eloud 
/ In double arch was Boeif: • . : 

Atid j|vhere each line of radiance bowed 
Appeared the tints betweeh ; 

IryhileV^ys of light a spo^re-^rpad ■ 

;; '.;/''^^|^ed on/the meadow%gce^.': - - 

lu^X Iho glee of ohiIdhood*s days 
Ail infant watched the bow J 

For he had heard, in fairy lays, 

That who was .first to go 

Might find a treasure, where the rays 
Fell on the eaHh below. 

On such a (pest, with eager haste, 

The youtfiful pilgrim strayed ; 

Across the forest, wild and waste, 

He urged his steps — nor stayed, 

But every danger boldly faced — 

To where the bright beams played. 

With ti'ombling limbs he journeyed on. 

To refUih the horizon bound ; 

And little felt the wearied one, 

So might his hopes be crowned ; 

But yet the sUihing bow had gone 
Long ere the place he found. 

The spot was gained where lingered last 
The rays before^ they fled ; 

With weariness his heart beat fast ; 

I le sought the grassy bed — 

And found the treasure— for he passed 
In sleep among the dead ! 

Liolktx. 


Wiii 


' under a " tulip'-tree';, of. 

■ Ota the||':i(iSbairdbir' ;■ cur'id^' Wi^ 

"taliy, -of victim; aiid thbit'brdtidW^- 
tw.for pl^Jlood.* 
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WHAT TO i)0 IN THE MEANTIME? 

It has been freqtiently remarked by a philosoi^er of 
oir acquaintance, whose only fault is im;prfM:ticability, 
that in life there is but one real diffle^ty: this is 
simply — what to do in the meantime? The thesis 
requires no demonstration. It conies home td the 
experience of every man wlio hears it uttered. Frmu 
the chimney-pots to the cellars of society, great and 
small, scholars an<l clowns, all classes of struggling 
humanity are painfully alive to its truth. 

The men to whom the question is lire -eminently 
embarrassing are those who have either pecuniary 
expectancies or possess talents of some particulai* kind, 
on whose recognition by others their material prosperity 
depends. It may bo laid down as a general axiom | 
in such cases, that the worst thing a man can do is to 
v:aitj and the best tiling he can do is to work; that 
is to say, that in nine cases out of ten, doing something 
has a great advantage over doing nothing. Such an 
assertion would appear a more obvious truism, and 
one requiring neither proof nor illustration, w^ro it 
not grievously palpable to the student of the great 
book of life — the unwritten biographical dictionary of 
the world — that an opposite systfem is too often pre- 
ferred and adopted by the unfortunate victims of this 
‘condition-of-everybody question,* so clearly proposed, 
and in countless instances so inefficiently and indefinitely 
answered. 

I'o multiply dismal examples of such sad cases of 
people ruined, starved, and in a variety of ways fear- 
fully embarrassed and tormented during the process of 
expectation, by the policy of cowardly sloth or feeble 
hesitation, might indeed ‘ point a moral,* but would 
scarcely ^ adorn a taW It is doubtless an advantage 
to know how to avoid errors, but it is decidedly a 
"^mucli greater advantage to learn practical truth. We 
shall therefore leave the dark side of the oig^ument 
"With fill! confidence to the memories, experience, and 
imaginations of our readers, and dwell rather— as both 
|«a more salutary and interesting consideration— on the 
brighter side, hi cases Of successful repartee to the 
grand query, which our limited personal observation 
has enabled us td collect. Besides, there is nothing 
attractive or exciting about intellectual inertia. Tlie 
contrast lietweeii active resistance and passive en- 
durance is that between a machine at rest and a 
machine in motion. Who that has visited the Groat 
Exhibition can have failed to remark the difference of 
Interest aroused in the two cases ? What else causes 


ftom threads to command so great a patrAiage fipotn 
the juvenile population of Paris and London ? Wliat 


else constitutes the 8U|)eriority of an advertising van 
oyer a stationary poster? What sells Alexandre 
Dumas's novels, and makes a balloon ascent such a 
favourite spectacle? ‘ Work, man !* said the philo- 
sopher : * hast thou not all eternity to rest in ? * And 
to u»t)r/v according to Mill's ‘Political Economy,’ is to 
m<we ; therefore iierpetual motion is the great ideal 
problem of mechanicians.. 

The jjrst case in our niuseiim is that of a Gorman 
officer. He was sent to the coast of Africa on an 
exploring expedition, through the agency of the parti 
pretre, or Jesuit party in France, with whose machina- 
tions against Louis - Philippic’s govcniinent he had 
become accidoutally acquainted. The Jesuits, finding 
him opposed to their plans, determined to remove him 
from the scene of action. In consequence of this deter- 
mination, it so hapiiencd that the captain of the vessel 
in which he went out set sail one fine morning, leaving 
our friend on shore to the society and care of the native 
negro population. His black acquaintances for some 
time treated him with marked civility; but as the 
return of the ship became more and more problematical, 
familiarity began to breed its usual progeny, and the* 
unhappy German found himself in a most painlhl 
position. Hitherto he liad not been treated with actual 
disrespect; but when King Bocca-Bocca one day cut 
him in the most unequivocal manner, he found himself 
so utterly neglected, that the sensation, of being a 
nobody — a nobody too amongst niggers ! — for the 
moment completely overcame him. A feeble ray of 
hope was excited shortly afterwards in his despondent 
heart by a hint . gathered from the signs made by the 
negro in whose hut he lived, that a project was entCr^ 
tained in high quarters of giving him a coat of laini>- 
black, and selling him as a slave ; but this idea m'us 
abandoned by its originators, possibly for want of 
opportunity to carry it out. Now our adventurer had 
observed that so long as he had a charge of gunpowdiT 
left to give away, the black men had almost worshipped 
him as an incarnation of the Mumbo- Jumbo adored by 
their fathers. Beficcting on this, it occurred to him 
that if, by any possibility, he could contrive to manu- 
facture a fresh supply of the valued commodity, his 
fortunes would be comparatively secure. 

No sooner |iad this idea arisen in his brain, tlian, 
with prodigious perseverance, he proceeded to work 
towari^ ^s realisajtioH. The worst of it was, that he 
knew the native names neitheiPof charcoal, sulphur, nor 
nitre. N6 ; bis stern yolition was proof againrt 

all difficulties, tlaving once conveyed his design to the 
negroe^B, he found them eager to assist him, thQu^h ka 
difficulty afrer difficulty arose, it required idl tba, epn*- 
fidence of courage and hopeful energy to cphtl^ their 




little garret one morning, quite at hia wits’ end Ibr the 
moans of contriving what Goethe facctiousljr cailod 
‘the delightful habit of existing/ Turning over hie 
scanty remains of clothes and other possessions, in tho 
vain hope of lighting upon something of a marhotabio 
character, he suddi'nly took up a sheet of card-hoard 
which in happier days lie had aestiiiod for the sket<*hoB 
at wliich he ivas an indifferent adept, elie had evi- 
dently fonnc‘d a plan, liowevor absurd : that was plain 
firom the odd smile which irradiated his features, lie 
descended the stairs to borrow of his landhirly -wliat ? 
A shilling?-- By no means. A needle and thread, and 
a pair of scissors. Then he took out Ids box of water- 
colours and set to work. To design a picture ?— Not a 
hit of it : to make dancing-dolls ! Yes, the ifnn with- 
out a profession had found a trade. By the time it 
was (liibk he had made several figures witli movable 
le‘<^s and anns: one boro a rude resemblance to Napo- 
leon; another, nith seiireely excusable licencH*, repre- 
||||)t('d the 1 * 01 ) 0 ; n lliird held the very devil up to 
nSleulo ; arn! a fourth bore a hideous resemblance to 
the grim King of Terrors himself 1 They were but 
rude productions as works of nrt;*hut theio was a 
spirit and eYiiroasion about tliein tliat toyshops rarely 
exhibit. The ingenious manufacturer then sallied fortli 
with his merchandise. AVithin an hour afterwards he 
might have iieen sien driving a barg/nii with a vagrant 
fl{ .dor in * odd notions,’ as the Yankees would call 
tlieiii. It i*! unncccshary to pursue our artist through 
/dl his iiidiistriid iirogress. ISnough that he is now one 
of flK* nixist siicccssnil theatrical machinists, and in the 
pos ssion of .1 11 ill*, .1 Imiusc, and a comfortable incoau . 
lb .too, h.ul prospects, and he still has them— ns far off 
as ever. Fortunately for him, he * probpcctcd* on Ids 
own account, and found a ‘ diggin'.’ 

'riitre is always* souk thing to he done if iX‘ople vill 
only set about linduc it out, and the chances are 
ou*r in f.ivour ol aetivit^i. AVhaterer brings a man 
in coiit.ict MiLh his fellows iiia)- lead to fortune. Eveiy ; 
day brings new opportunities to flu social worker; and 
no ni.m, if he lias once seiiouftly coii’^idcred the subject, 
need e\er ho at a loss us to what to do in the mean- 
time. Volition is primitive motion, and where there is 
n Mill there is a way. 

ACADEMICAL EXPENSES. 

’riiu public props has lately been putting forth some 
strong rtnnarks upon the subject of the expenses of an 
English univi'rsify education. 'I’lie pnrtienhir period 
wdeeted for their publication has been well idiosen, 
being the eomiiiencomcut of tlie M(‘aflemir year, and 
Ditli regard to the topic, few* could be •^elected of more 
universal interest. To a vast number of persons, rang-, 
ing from the middle- classes np to the npbles of tho 
land, Oxford and Cambridge are endeared by personal 
aequiiintaiice, and by all the nameless tie.s which bind 
a student to afma mater; to .i large section of the 
talented and aspiring portion of tlie rising generation, 
they arc the tlieatre to which they look forwanl for 
distinction and fame; and what is more important than 
all, they arc the chief nursing -places of those whose 
influence for gocni or* for evil is enhanced by the 
presticfp which belongs to an educated clergyman, whose 
eharaoter and opinions are looked up to by many us a 
Rtiindurd of corrwtness and orthodoxy. 

An oble article of the IVwrs comes to the conclusion, 
that tho university and college officials stand blameless, 
and that the debts and difficulties into which so many 
fall arc to be attributeil solely to tho folly of the student. 
The Doify JVc/rs takes precisely the opposite opinion. 
But as neither party gives more than a general outline 
of tho COSO, it has struck us tliat a candid statement of 
the real jmsition of the student will not altogetbcr 
uninteresting; and we may add, lhat those into whose 
hands this may fall may rest assured that its infor* 


CHAMBBBS’8 lEDlkBUBGH SOXIMAXt. ' ' ’ 


mation Is based upon personal knotrled^^ apd actuated 
by neither partisanship nor antagonisnj. 

Tne course of study at Oxford extends over a period i 
yawing from thwo and a half fo four and a half veara; 
at Canfbridgo, except tmdor the special exeuhc of sick- 
ness, the examimition wlUcli termmatc*^ tlie curriculum 
takes place three years and a half after entrance. 
TJie apparently longer residence required bv Oxford is 
rendered still longer by a largt^r portion of the year 
being given to tlic university than is reriuired at Oani- 
bridge, for the ‘ men ’ of tho latter iini\ ersily * dow n ’ 

for the long vacation at or about the Dt of June, and 
do njt return until late in Oetolicr; ivliile at Oxford 
almost the whole of Juno is spent in ressidenee, and tho 
colleges open earlier in October there than at ( Tunbridge. 
Living is also a sliade or two rhea per at f^anibndf.'t* ; 
so that comparing the i*hcnpe.st college of one witli tin* 
clH*apt^t of theothc'T, and taking into account the diiU* 
rent length of resid(*nce required, the pojiular notion 
regarding the higher ( xprmscb of Oxford may nMeuiiicd 

to be a tni(* one. 

This iioint being settled, we eoiiie to the mqnirv: 
AVlmt is the expaiHo of a uiii\er*<ity education ? Now 
it is evident lhat this will vary according to tin* 
vaiyiiig taste, if not a<*cording to the pocket ^ of tlie 
studei|^t. ( )ne may delight in driving tandem, ni w ( ai mg 
extensive wai^t( oats and voluminous tics ; another inr \ 
aspire, with tlie aid of a fow sovereigns, or (he (ledi^ ot 
them, to he the <•hoice^t spirit, and gi»e the inoit ‘spie^ ’ 
wines of ids college ; whilcalhml m.i> s,ili-l> hInl^c’If 
with hpeiidinc as little, lii mg .is qmc , and uiMling 
ns hard as p<»ssible. Of (oiirs«‘ all th<‘sewill giie ns 
different unswt^is, and we shall be as far from a mlulion 
of our qucftlioii as e\er. The only way is to eiicU avour 
to gather from sonic authenlie source the amount 
actually demanded by the college and uniiersit,>, and 
to add for private expenses as near an aw>io\jmalioii 
to the ttue and ncc<*ssiiry amount as possible. Now 
for the former we arc happily well pio\idul in an 
‘Account of KApimses’ caleulateil on an aun.sgc for a 
college at f’nmbndge, where of eouise we look for the 
minimum charge — and pubJislu*d in the Cambridye 
Calendar by authority. Here it is : — 

Aniiuul Cxpenueo. 


1. Tuition, . 

. L.IO 

0 

0 

2. Rooms, Rent, 

10 

0 

0 

fl. Attendance, Taxes, Ac., 

0 

) 

0 

4. Coals, 

5. College Payments, 

Cost of lading — 

6. Bieakfiist, Dinner, and Tea 

Z 

10 

0 

5 

- »n 

7 

4 

IGs. ()d. a week for twenty 
weeks, 

-fact 20 

12 

G 

7. Laundress, 


8 

0 

Total, . 

. L.OI 

2 

10 


Tf w’e oxamiiie these ilenib in order, we shall be able to 
give a better and more systematic* idea of the expunbcs 
than w*oukl otherwise he practicable. 

1. TM/V/on.— This includes only the fees of the tutors 
provided by the eollege. But tor any man who tlesiie# 
high honours in the elassiral or mathematical depart- 
ment, tho condition of the university is such that a juiMito 
tutor, or, in common parlance, a ‘ coach,’ is absolutely 
necessary. We are not at present eonct'riied with the 
right ortho wrong of this system; we have only to do 
with its aceoniponying exjienses. i'licso are L.7 a 
term* for one hour every other day; 1^.14 for the same 
timt^^ery day. It is faiihfi' to be remarked, that if a 
tutor is engaged for the Lent tenn, it is iiot considerod 
improper to form another engagement for the following 
‘short* or Kaster term, so lhat the exiiense is neces- 
sarily incurred twice in tlio curly part of the yeair. 

>K Tluvc torma ai Cambritlgo ooxrL*npDnd to four at Oxfoicl. 
Piivatti tutors at Oxford consider Kaster and Trinity tortn as unr*. 


; 2. Booms, r-^ln Bomo cofejafes this expense is mudi 
Idtrer — in that as loir as L,B a year ; in othe|f it 
reaches tp L.40, butW inhabiting the litter 

kind of rooms is by no meaxis a compulsory aflair. It 
will often happen, however, that the college is full ; in 
which cose the student is to live in lodgings, 

of which the rent varies fVotii IQs. upwards-®* half-price 
being paid in yacations. It may be observed that at 
Oxford the same ratio of rent prevails. Very good 
rooms may be had~for instance, in St John’s College 
-^at L.8 a..year.-. 

Another consideratiori must not be forgotten ; namely, 
that these rooms are un/urmWied. On the arrival of 
a iWshinan at his college, the first proceeding ^is to 
conduct liim round the various sets of rooms from whicli 
he may clioose. Most of these have been vacated by 
men who have changed into other rooms; for the right 
of changing once belonging to every man, the good sets 
of rooms are 'generally seized as they become V2icant 
by men already iii college, and of some standing, who 
• of course leave their own rooms for new-comers. The 
freshman, therefore, will most probably be introduced 
to a dingy apartment, from which hearth-rug, sofa, 
pictures, arm - chalris, &c., have been removed, and 
nothing remains ext^ept what may be called a room’s 
necessaries of life. There may be a carpet, but 
i always . in an awfully ragged and torn condition ; 
there may also be the things we have mentioned as 
absent, tliough this is iiriprobable ; an empty set of 
book-shelves, a few chairs, a table, a bedstead, and other 
bedroom furniture, will generally comprise the whole 
amount of available effects. If he docs find rooms 
already furnished, he may consider liiinself truly fortu- 
nate. For what follows? Suppose the choice made, 
and a certain room fixed upon — the next proceeding 
is the valuation of the furniture left; and the determi- 
nation wheyicr to keep or dismiss each separate article, 
w'hich is entirely at tUo student’s will. At Oxford — 
at least in most of the colleges with which we are 
ac<iuainted— the only liberty allowed is either to take 
or to i-eject the whole. Tliis having been done, there 
remains to supply the deficiencies of the establishment. 
Crockery, glass, bcd-fumiture, tlie aforesaid liearth-rug, 
and all the paraphernalia of a little house, have to be 
replaced. And forth "accordingly, probalbly under the 
guidance of some patronising * man,’ goear iho freshman, 
proud of Ids new dignity and his independence, and, we 
grieve to add — aS certain to be cheated in his purchases 
as he is to imrchase. But this takes us beyond the 
limit of the distinct coffe^e expense, and for the present 
we pass on. 

3. Attmfhncey ■— At Oxford, with the excep- 

tion, we believe, of Pembroke College, female-servants 
are unknown. At Cambridge, without exception, 
women are the attendants. At Oxford the tribe is 
divided into scouts and bedmakers ; the former of whom 
attend to the man, and the latttT to the man’s rooms. 
At Cambridge the sole servant— with one exception, 
as we shall explain— is the woman ‘bedmaker,’ Who 
‘does for* you entirely. There is also a class of men, 
named Gyps, who will attend upon you for a certaui 
fee ; but this is an extra luxury, and the college does 
not recpgntse them officially. As to taxes, it may be 
mention^ that many men keep dogs, and some horses ; 
but tho ^^istfge of taxes in the college bill is a very 
unusual bhe. 

4. -Nothing need be said on this item, more 

than that each mah has his private co^-cellar, which 
is filled weekly. ■■ : ' ■ ■ ' w 

6. Co%fl Pa^ms?i*».^TheSe hoihj? irrespocti# of a 
man’s styfe|ij|Siivinfc. ■ need .hO; remark.'; . ; Thsy/am. in-/ 
eluded in ithi bills und^ such ritles as VBux^sar/ 

'on ^ ' 'v'" '■ 

irM^Wecomenbwioa.most imporUht ^^ 

:;:3^ the bill, Tjet us see, in the first ’place, Is 

Ij-20, 12 or rather Ifik 6d» a i^^ The 


principal meal of the day is of course dinner, and this 
is eaten at a common table in the college hall. In 
dinn^ is called simply ‘ hall.* The hour in most 
cbilegea at Cambridge ia ihur o'clock — we believe there 
are only two exceptions to this rule ; and the provision 
in most cases is a supply of several joints of meat to 
choose from, ahd potatoes. Bread, beer, pudding, sauce 
of any kind, f soups, fish, &c., are extras. This, then, 
is tlie hall dinner, and this must be paid for whether 
eaten or iiot. But besides the college sends a certain 
quantity of butter, bread, and milk per diem to the 
rooms of csSfeh student. And this wc take to bo all that 
is calculated for in the average table presented above. 

It may possibly occur to some readers that ten, coffee, 
sugar, bc^asioTKilly a glass of beer and a slice of cheese, 
w'ould not be too great luxuries. But on this head 
the above bill must be considered to be silent ; for 
at no college, so far as our information extends, can 
the suiu of 16s. 6d. a w'oek compass such priviloges. 
This haturally leads to a few other remarks upon tji^ 
provisions of the college for such extras. ™ 

There are two divisions of the provisioning depart- 
ment in a Cambridge college : one, the buttery, from 
whenc4 all things that do not include meats are sent 
out ; the other, the kitchen, to supply the deficiencies 
of the buttery. In both these offices the order of flio 
student is obeyed implicitly as to sending any amount 
of provision, and v.^ith the exception of no cooking being 
allowed on Sunday, or after ten at night, or between 
twelve noon and six p.m., we know of no restricting 
regulation. Almost every edible and potable, excepting 
wines and spirits, is sent out frmu these establishments, 
^nd charged at a high rate. 

7, Ijaundress . — Washing is allowed to be an inevitable 
expense. With the exception of one niytliical inan 
who wc have heard was once caught washing bin own I 
stockillg^:, WQ .4,re not acquainted with any one wlio has | 
succeeded in evading this reasonable charge, 't ;nn«t I 
be reineml^red that sheets, towels, blankets, coiiu 
into this item. ■ 

We have hom' exanuned,- so far as it goes, the .Matc- 
ment of expenses put forward as the min' .urn by ' 
the university of Cambridge; and the reader will be 
enabled to see that, by rigid econon»y, and by avoiiling 
extras, the student will be able to confine hiniseli - 
although with difficulty— within these bounds. But it 
is obvious that many things are left untouched by this 
scheme. Of the necessity of private tutors something 
has been already said. The great expense of books is 
left entirely unnoticed ; the unhappy necessity of dress- 
ing decently is also forgotten; travelling expenses 
are left unreconled and unreckoned ; and when it is 
added to this that not one-half of the year is spent at 
college, wo sliall immediately see how much disparity 
■"there must be between the t.61, 28. lOd. and the real 
bill of expenses for a student’s year. 

It is necessary, tlien, to enter upon the more delicate 
ground of extra expenditure, whicli may be enlarged 
to almofft* any conceivable amount. We will begin 
by stating our opinion, and then giving our reasons for 
it, that a student can live creditably and honourably 
at Oxford for L.130, and at Cambridgo for something 
rather less per fuinum. The mtyority of ‘men,* w'e 
shall say, range higher than this, and a common 
income is L.2d0 ; but so for as absolute necessity is 
concerned, this is decidedly an easy allowance. 

A college bill, of a moderate character, swells to 
about 1).9 more than the amount above shewn, and with 
many men the remaining L.30 of the L.IOQ will suffice 
for clothes if not for books, There are, then, to be 
considered traveUing and other expenses, of which wo 
may instance wine and gi^eiT’ as consideiable items 
•—the former bein^ one without the incurr^^ of which 
a / ihan’ ia at once set down as a ^anob' by more 
illustrioits a&^iites^ We say then, a^in, that upon 
L,130 a ym a stud^t either at Oxford or Cambridge 
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your osteological ^fitemv JBut it » nothing when you 
are used to it; And with such wonderful scenery about 
you, and in th^ lieart a iherry party, the very 
roughness of the transit gives un additioHal zest to the 
pleasure, or ought to do so, with all reasonable people. 
But Miss Montague was sadly disturbed. First one 
wheel of the car mounted up in the air with a sudden 
jerk, aud th^ other delved deep into the eortli, as if 
on a mining expedition; then both came to a level 
with a plunge that shook the occupants to the heart, 
that made ^oir knaes and elbows jar; then the horse 
got into a smooth shelf of slate, of which there were 
many * cropping out,’ us geologists say, on the face of 
the rugged road; and if it was on a steep hill, as was 
genersdlycthe case, he would slide down with all four 
legs together, the ear Mlowing heavily on his quarters, 
according to the laws of dynamic progression; tlien the 
narrow way was still farther narrowed by a heap of 
stones, or the broken stump of a tree, or it might be a 
country cart, which had to draw up into the hedge until 
it was nearly at right angles with the road, or else to rush 
into the wood ampng the brushwood and brumbies and 
decayed roots, until you marvelled if it could by . any 
possibility ever beyixtricated again ; then three or four 
shepherd-dogs womd come out harking furiously, as if 
the whole world of sound had become one gigantic 
yelp; and then there Avould bo a canine battle with 
ail -the picnic dogs — the ladies shrieking in concert. 

In the midst of all this Marian Josephine Montague 
felt sadly out of place, with her butterfly wings flutter- 
ing through the wildness of a Cumberland mountain- 
path. Her flower -shaped parasol hrusheu off the 
dewdrops from the overhanging trees in sptu'kiing 
showers over her lace and Watteau-like silk; her pale 
fawn gloves were soiled and st>oiled ; licr beautiful veil 
was torn in two places by a bramble-bush ; her boots had 
got w'ot through during the single moment of changing 
cars, for it is always wet in Keswick; and altogether 
she was in the most miserable condition possible. Poor 
Marian ! her nerves were sorely tried too by the road. 

At every fresh jolt she screamed in her little sharp, 
Freuclilflcd way, and tossed her head in utter disgust 
at the whole thing. * She had never seen such a ciir in 
her life — it was perfectly shocking; and then the driver 
— lie spoke so broadly she could not understand him. 
And what a road 1 Fancy how uncivilised and savage 
the people must be who could live in such a place! And 
how wild the hedges were — full of weeds, and not kept 
neat or trim at all! And how dreadful all these dogs 
were! And what a set of people altogether! Wliat 
dressing! wliat gloves! w hat maqiiicrs ! Mon Dim! but 
She had never been accustomed to such savagery, and 
she felt that she quite manquid her mUur there ! She 
was a person of extreme delicacy and sensibility, and 
she could not understand how people could be so rough 
and unpolished as to like such a day os this ! * 

Miss Boyle and Mary Hunt endeavoured to console 
the London lady. They laughed at her fears, and would 
have soothed down her temper^ but the more they tried 
to comfort her the deeper grew her frown, the sharper 
her voice. She a]^|>ealed to Gcndd May no: was she 
not much to be pitied ? — she, coming from town, and » 
accustomed to all the hiens^aneds of Ufr, to be suddenly 
thriist into such society? But Gerald Mayno laughed, 
and said she deserved no pity, for it was delightful 
—the very roughness of the road made the pleasure of 
to trip greater; and if it would only not rain, they 
#Ould have a picnic fit for emperors and queens. But 
be was afraid they would be caught after all, for 
vto sky looked so very threatening. And for the 
hearty sailor-way in which he spoke he was rewardoii 
irith tlie sweetest of smiles from dear Boi^ and with 
sun^y nods of approbation firom Miss Boyle abd pretty 
Mrs Hunt, mention of the word rain threw Miss 
Montague iiitq French hysterics, which lasted nntU the 
party at the tar^ 


she soreaatoed loudly for help, and fttod, * What it was 
doing, and why it was so frisky ? ’ And when they 
all really started, she kept up a running commohtmw 
on the deeds of her horsey wondering why he^ shook 
his head, or why Ins sMm quivered. But she '‘got to 
Watendlath at lashrwithout any special dam^. Then 
there was a brave yoimg- Isd of high animal spirits, 
who put on her brother’s hat and vaulted into a gentle- 
man’s saddle, and rode the spirited bay all the distance 
to the tarn. And there was a shy young gentleman, 
who lisped, and who found his hands and mms great 
encumbrances and painful drawbacks on his serenity 
of mind. There was a venturesome young gentlenian, 
short and clumsy, who dashed at everything, and 
always failed, hut who never allowed the possibility of 
a superior, from mathematics down to cricket-playing. 
And there was a proud young gentleman, remotely 
connected with a bishop, who would not miike friends 
with anybody, and who looked very stiff and awful. 
And then there were spmo nice people, who were of 
I rational understanding, and pleasant to talk to. 

But the best of all tlie youths was a handsome young 
^ sailor just returned from a long voyage; and the best 
of all the maidens was a pretty little orphan, looking 
out for a governess’s situation. Their names were 
I respectively Gerald Mayno and Koso Hysart, and they 
had known each other about six weeks — not longer. 

At the Barrow Gate a general readjustment took 
place. Families dispersed themselves among different 
tubs — voting it stupid to be always ivitli one’s 
brotliers and sisters ; and a few young ladies persisted 
in w'alking: it was sbrewdly surmised by the more 
that they wished to liave a gentleman all to 
themselves, and that’s why they wanted to walk; and, 
ugh I how horrible it was to see such boldness ! And at 
last, after a great deal of discussion, and laughter and 
merriment, the cavalcade proc<?eded— rtubs, liorscmcn, 
pony- women, walkers of both, sexes, and a few stray 
dogs. They werc^ a very merry party, and startled the 
edioes of old Wallow Crag as they wound about his 
base with sounds as musical and glee as pure as when 
the Jlerwent water nobles hunted and hawked^ver the 
hills of their princely earldom, 
j Now it cliunced tliat Miss Marian J osephine Montague 

and pretty little Rose Dysart were ini tlie same car, 
together with one of the Misses Boyle and the bonnie 
wee wifie— dear Mar^ Hunt. Miss Boyle, for it was 
the eldest, sweet, motherly, bright in heart’s ey-e; 
Bose Dysart, one radiant blush of hapi>ines9, one iniite 
but eloquent song of innoceucp and joy speaking on 
her lip, glowing on her cheek, playing in tlie light of 
her eye, and resting pn her brow like sunsiiine on the 
water— one spirit-word of blessedness that sounded, 
you knew'Aot how nor when, in perfect harmony with 
the hriglit sunsiiine oyer he^ and the lovely flowers 
kby the way; and Mary Hunt, calmer in her smiles 
thou Hose,, merrier too, as one who has passed by all fear 
and lived through her hour of doubt, her sweet voice 
tlirllling through the air in snatches of song or childlike 
bursts of laughter: they made up a beautiful and a happy 
trio, different, yet all in unison, like tlie perfect parts 
of a masterly song. But the tburth— siting in her cloud 
of colours and glistering wealth — ^how did she fte? 
s With the gloom on her brow, and the sharp line about 
Aer lip, and tho restless glance of her eye, and the 
studi^ motion of her hand and head, she lo^ but rl^ 
at ease I And so she was, for Gerald Hayne would 
talk more to ItoSe than to her; and she had tAken 
afeney to his handsoEae feoe. ; , ■ ^ • 

The road to Watendlath is none of the most luathrlous^ 
might have been paved by thu ^ before the floods 

I pr liave stood proxy for Macadflfrlisarioa^^ i^^^^ 
r ^ the sous of Anak— any way, it .4s nbt hko walking on « 
smooth - shaven lawn. It is oompbbed of tokt 
cart-ruts, amongst which you must guidb your^^h 
; > : M to of 



Then oaine the unpaekihg— then poui^ out chickens 
and tonji^eSf and pd^d$ and salads, and wii^ and ale, and 
cakes and cream, salt, sttgar, and sauces, fore^uartieri 
of lamb, and Brobdignagian cucumbers to match; and 
then came all sorts of surprises— of cream in wine- 
bottles, and fresh fruit in potted game dishes ; and at 
every discovery there was a genertd shriek of laughter, 
and one universal excitation of wonder, though every 
one had seen the same things done before at every 
picnic ever given at Keswick within the memory of 
mam But they were all so happy tliatjthey were 
easily amused: like children whoj how often soever 
you cry * Peep-bo,* still answer you back with a laugh, 
and are never tired of being astonished by the some 
thing. • 

Well, the cloaks and shawls were spread on the 
ground in the most convenient situations that could be 
fbuu<i, and down they all sat, grouped in every variety | 
of colour and action, for the most part engaged in 
several species of flirtation, according to the fancies of 
the individuals. Tlie clumsy young man and the 
spirited young lady sat together; and he was obliged 
to undergo no little sarcasm from nis fair rival, who 
ridiculed his horsemanship to his face, and made 
nothing of his cricketing or vaulting. And the timid 
young lady enlisted the 83 rmpathie 8 of a very young 
Cantab, wlio with inimitable patience beat the ground 
for toads or ants, or other small deer, and who thought 
wlmt a nice girl she was — ^^so ladylike and feminine. 
But he was a ve.ry young man. Miss Montague’s 
splendour shone by Rose Dysart’s simple mourning, 
and the two figures looked very w'cU together, for tl^oy 
wer/i ill good contrast, and both perfect in their wky, 
Gerald Mayne was with them; and his handsome face, 
witli fair curling hair and merry blue eyes, never 
looked to-gi'eater advantage than now, when it shone 
like u sunny landscape full of life and love between the 
beauty and the elegance of his two companions — ^for 
Rose M'us beautiful, and Miss Montague undeniably 
elegant. 

In a short lime it came on to rain ; of dHursc it did ; 
it never does anything else at Keswick. Was there 
ever a picnic aiuung those treacherous old mountains 
Avhich did not receive its w'atcr-supply gratis, without 
rate or committee ? What with Borrowdale sops, and 
Sklddaw' nightcaps, and Basanthwaite cloud-banks, and 
white cravats about the throats of the mountains 
generally, the almost universal meteorological i^redic- 
tions of Keswick are — rain and rain again. If 
local accidents have worked all the physiological 
phenomena, it seems strange that Cumberland people 
are not born w'ebfootcd. If the black man block 
because of tlie tropical line, wdiy should not the 
Kcswickiati bo duck-legged because of the topical 
cloud? Br Prichard might make something of this 
question. But who coin’s for rain at a picnic ? What 
though the salt disappears, changing its normal con- 
dition of crystalline particles into a liquid mass, that 
does not improve the currant - tart nor the custard 
amongst which it fiows— and the sugar underg^s the 
same metempsychosis among the cucuipberB and tlie 
chickens; what though the fire hisses sullenly under 
the miniature waterspout that leaps down among its 
embers, and tries the respective strength of the rival 
elements: what though'the rain drips off the Utnbrellas 
in uncomfortable pools on your knees— your shoulders 
become large conduits for the whaleboiM gargoyles 
above : what though you gather up your feet ih)m their 
places with an uncomibrtable feeling about the soles* 
and find that they leave an aqueous deposit, behind 
them: what though you see catarrh and rheumatism in 
every wqt dock -leaf you sit near, and in every flrMh 
fountain you receive from your gargoyles — ^who oares 
fbr such mings at a picnic ? The blacker 4|||ie cloud the 
louder the laugh. If the day is not to bo perfect, then 
let extremes meet* and have tlie worst you can flhd« 


. ^ • ■ V... J 

An army of umbrellas sprang up as shower > 
cambdown. They looked Ulm large mushrooms on the 
hill-side— £Mry canopies under the Polytechnic toicro- 
soope# Beneath one — and a very large, faded, cottoti^ 
gig utdl^lla it was — sat Rose Dy sarfc and Gerald 
Mayhe.^ obliged to sit close together to be 

Ptoperiy cbv^^r Wi^l doing so Rose’s shawl slipped 
oif her shptfiders, and Gerald must place it round them 
again. Ite said he would pin it, but he was a long time 
about it; and Itos© was so confused somehow that she 
forgot to toll him to bo quicker. 8he took the umbrella 
in the meantime* and ai it was large and heavy, she 
could^ not hold It very high : it sunk down in her 
pretty little hand till it quite conceal^ them both firom 
every eye but their own. 

Gerald pinned the shawl very carefully. Rose’s 
cheeks were crimson, and her /heart was beating ns 
though it would burst. Gerald’s hand was unsteady — it 
trcmbltd visibly. Poor young matt! his night-watches 
on board had evidently slmttered his nerves. It is a 
pity, isn’t it, that so young a man sTiould bo so shaken? 
Neither spoke. As to Rose the whole >v6rld was silent. 
She hoard nothing, she saw nothing, she knew nothing 
but the face before her — the spirit which dwelt between 
her and tliat noble heart — the sweet, strange word 
which* had not sounded yet, but wliich %vas hovering 
like an odorous atmosphere about them. TJ)e unruly 
shawl { the trembling hand 1 Hearts, will ye break 
beneath your tumuli ? Hush heaven and earth ! Two 
souls that loved before tliey lived have met each other 
again, and are recognising the familiar features beneath 
. the strange mask of flo^h. 

* Rose, I love you I ’ whispered Gerald; ‘ will you love 
me, and be my wife ?* 

Words short, abrupt, and hurried, but containing in 
them the weal or wo of two mortal beings. 

The small hand lay cold as stone in his — the dcop- 
gray eye drooped bashftilly beneath the lid— the blood 
shot over cheek and neck, and then fled back, and left 
the pale, clear skin colourless as marble ; but the sweet 
lips parted slow, and one gentle word came fortln :is a 
hummii^-bird from a flower, and Rose Dysart’e little 
‘ Yes ’ sealed on earth the compact which had l)een 
made in heaven among the angels. 

Miss Marian Josepliine Montague was in a pitiable 
state. She was w’'et, and cold, and hungry, Und she 
refused everything that w^as offered to her with such u 
fastidious air that people stared and laugtied among 
themselves ; and those who did not know her, imagined 
her to be an earl’s daughter at least. Even the cream 
and the currant tarts she,, exclaimed were execrable, 
and the people who provided them heard her say so. 
But it ended, as it generally does hi such cases, by her 
making a wonderful dinner, and declaring that she had 
eaten nothing— she was so delicate. 

The rain wjis not of long duration. It passed off as 
quickly as it came, and then the brave old mountains 
stood out all the better for the washing. The rocks 
were like molten silver when the sun shone on them 
trickling with water, while little tufts of wet moss and 
fern were sprinkled over them like diamonds strung 
with emeralds; the ravines were so, sharp and clear, 
every stone might almost be counted ; and the sheep 
and cattle on the hills were points of * high light ’ in 
the landscape, whidi would have sent a conscientious 
pointer hopelessly mad. The flowers and leaves by 
the way -side were bright with rain, and the sun- 
lightrto entangled in them like threads of silver or 
locldrm burnished gold. Ulic birds sang as if it were 
a spring morning; and the insects buzzed out in 
merry myriads, humming through the air in troops 
that a shadow as they flew. Every one cried 
‘How beautifhl!’ as some new effect of c]bud or 
light burst cm ; them. But Miss Montague shivered, 
aiid said that k Was the most wretched day khe had 
ever passed; and what could people find to Admire in 
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those ttupuS rocks ^nd hi^eooa mountains I And hotir 
nbsmd it >a« to make such; a fnss abou^ a few weeds 
and rain-drops 1 She did hot g;^her a large audienoef 
though, to attend to liOr ; hut some Of the people^ looked 
reverimtly, and wondeml/ Who this young lady could 
be, for she must he so fine and clever to fln^suoh fe^ 
with everything tliat others liked I 

After dittuer was . oy<^r, and the people had ahaken 
off the wot like so hkhny water-dogs, 
cloaks were hung up to dry, and the fragments pf the 
feast repacked; And when all this was ^cme the gentle- 
men began to l^p. Some leaped well, some couldn*t 
go high^ tlmn a few feet, others shook their heady, and 
(leclih^ ; the clumsy young gentleman made a da^i 
with a leaping-pole, but refused when he got near, and 
then laid fault on his boots ; and once he did try, 
but he knocked down the )>nx, and fell into the mud ; 
and then it came to Gerald Mayne's turn, and he 
beat tliem all hollow* He leaped like a young 
panther. The pole which he used was simply a small 
fir sapling, and the height Was about ten feet. He 
vaulted over like a feather, iiot carrying his pole with 
him, ’ hut using it simply as a lever, then letting it 
fall on one side -while he descended on the other. Rose 
Dysart felt so proud of him as he won the sufii-ages of 
all the guests! for be oneV circle ever so iiwjignifl- 
cant, still, if it is all we know, it is equal to the widest 
audience that ever greeted a favourite actor, or laid - 
down their reason beneath the foot of a popular 
minister. And that out -of- the way nook, that com- 
monplace assembly, were to Rose Dysart etjual to the 
most public position and the widest-spread renown. 

* Oh, we sailors are obliged to be active,* said Gerald, 
smiling and shewing all his small white teeth when 
praises on praises -w'ere flung like bouquets to a singer. 

‘ It is simply a knack : there is nothing in it.' 

< But his self-depredation brought fresh applause, and 
Rose Dysart’s heart was filled with such intense delight 
she dared not analyse it, lest it should escape in the 
knowledge. Poor, simple Bose! volumes could not 
express her childlike simplicity more than this little 
anecdote of her passionate happiness on hearing her 
lover’s leaping praised. 

They walked round by Borrowdale— at least some of , 
the party, and Rose was of the number and then and 
there was cemented that half-carved pidee of love’s own 
wprkmanshh) which they had bcguil to fashion under 
the faded cotton umbrella. Miss Montague often won- 
<3ered what they couM be talking about t Ini t was so 
interesting; but Miss Boyle, to whom siie applied with 
tt peculiar laugh, could noj; enlighteu licr, and it was 
not until some months after that she knew; and then 
the Times told her iri an advertisemont. Mary Hunt 
gaes8edr>-so did the dear old-maids ; and Mary Hunt 
forced the confession IVom Rose next day, when she 
went , for the express, purposov And iwor oiphantMl 
‘Rose, how glad; she was, amongst her other (iausvs of 
happiness, that she was not obliged now to go out as 
a governess, and that she would have a home of her 
own, with some one to look after her and take care of 
her ! Poor little flower, that stood tremhling at the ■ 
sound of the distant blast, and crouching beldnd its 
leaves, ibaring that the distant would he soon near at 
hand ; ritoiigh no rare Indian gem, no priceless eXOtic, 
no rich : golden treasure, thou art a fair young bud 
which the heaych* kindly when thoii wert hf^ 
imd to whom jiature gave the best boniitlca of Rer 
trea8Ui7'w}iii^bu'':Wast. dowered! 

How. .hja|jH'IShe:''-wa8 : howJ^reT'- 

Her'-' 'sii|ipp^k^8seB,\her'.;'fid loVe,; herV'-shy.. 

glancjSlSf:^' soft-!' :blu8'hesi ' ■aR.kjHs^e./elO^dehtl^ '■ '• 

depii ip^ the pdei^ of the Within, And 

aai'^li^^W^'^his'wee /lassie; tb' 'hiti^';-:,|^oug^t''h^ : 

he blei^^ beyond his and ^w^^^ 

What m had ever done that Heaven sliould have 
- :X^W';^d^. him ''im- well. ■- 


Blessed, pure, and good, Bose and Gerald often speak | 
(ff the happy piciiic to Watendlath os they would 
speak of a baprism into a world of light; and though 
they h&Ve not formally claimed the Dunmow Flitch, 
ii is not for want of deseiWing it ; for firom the day of 
th^ marriage they have never onqe regretted the 
Misses Boyles’ happy party, nor the terrible shower 
wltich brought them plose together under the gig 
umbtella of washed-out green. Tlie Misses Boyle too, 
good, innocent women, have stood godmothers to so 
many little Maynes they sometimes forget the count. 
But somehow they always iemember each individual 
on hiWor her birthday, when presents and sage advice 
remind the youthful citizens of their dear old sponsors 
at Keswick. 

Dear Watendlath ! where fairies yet liide, and where 
railroads can never come : many a mountain - tarn and 
many m mountain- vale lie Bcattered like hidden gems 
among the hills of Cumberland ; but in thy still bosom 
are laid such flowers of loveliness as are surpassed by 
none other of tliy- sisters. Home of the sunshine and 
the swallow, haqnt of the fairy and tlie flower, the 
fern and the butterfly, like a violet beneath its leaves 
thou liest hidden behind thy hills, and they who would 
see thee must seek thee with patience and -with love : 
but few have drunk in thy beauties more greedily than 
one whose shadow lias passed over thy water for tlie 
last time. Watendlath, farewell ! Betrotliing-placc of 
boniiie Rose, may all that visit thee lie ns pure and 
fond as she; and may no false lip pollute thy sacred 
waters, no unclean hand violate thy luillowod flowers ; 
may none be with thee save such as the sun might 
shew throughout the day’s wide- wandering -w'ortliy 
of converse with nature and her glories ! Thou art 
too sacred and holy for the heartless or the vain to 
come nigh thee, (h'adle of prayer alone, may the spirit 
which dwells in thee keep thy waves ami flowers for 
the reverent and tlie loving only ! 


TilE ASS OF LA MARCA. 

J, — TUK JlOG-nOV. 

In the year 1530, a Franciscan was travelling on foot in 
the papal territory of Ancona. He was proceeding to 
Ascoli; but at that time the roads wer(> bad, where 
there were any roads at all, and after Meandering in 
what appeared to be a wilderness, he lost his bearings 
altogether and came to a stand -still. A village was 
visible in the distance, hut he was unwilling to proceed 
so far to ask his way, lest it might prove to be in the 
wrong direction. While listening intently, hovi'ever, 
for some sound that might indicate the propinquity of 
humah beings — for the scrubby wood of the wa.sto, 
marshy land intercepted his view---lic heard what a]>- 
pcared to be a succession of low sobs close by. Mounting 
a little eminence a few paces off, he saw a small company 
of hogs widely scattered, and searching with the avidity 
Of famine for a dinner; and rightly conjecturing that 
the sotthds of human grief must proceed from tlie 
swineherd, he moved on to the nearest clump of bushes, 
where he saw on the other side a tx>y about nine years 
of ago lying upon the soft ground, and endeavouring to 
smother his sobs in a tuft of coafse moss, while he dug 
^ fingers into the mud in an agony of grief and rage. 
The good father allowed the storm of emotion to sweep 
past, and then Inquited what was the matter. 

/ Have you lost any of your hogs ? ’ said he. 

*1 don’t know — and I don’t care,’ w.as tlie answer. 

^ Why were you crying then ? ’ 

^ Becaus^^ey haVe been using me worse than a 
hog they llaye b«en beating me-^they never let me 
alone ; always names, and worse blows ; nothing 


to eat but leavings, fuid to lie upon but dirty 

strati* 

* And for vliat offenpe are you used thus ? ’ 

‘They say I am unliandy at field-work; that I am 
useless in the house and bam ; that 1 am unfit to 
be a servant to the horses in tfie stable ; and that I can’t 
even keep the hogs togetheK" afb hogs them- 
selves— they ^e! j wna clever em>U?h at homo; but 
iny father could not keep me any longer, and so he 
sent me to be a farnaer^s drudge^ and tumSd me out to 
tlie-^the — hogs!’ and the boy gave way to another 
passionate burst of grief. The Franciscan endeavoured 
to soothe him, and talked of spbrnission to F|i)vidchce ; 
but finding he could do nb good lie inquired the name 
of the village. 

‘ Montalto,’ rcplictl the boy sulkily'. 

‘Mental to? . Then in which direction lies AscoU?’ 

‘ Are you going to Ascoli ? ’ demanded the hog-boy 
suddenly, as he fixed a pair of blazing eyes on the Fran- 
ciscan’s face in a manner that made^him start. ‘Twill 
shew you the way,* continued he in a tone of as much 
decision as if he spoke of some mighty enteiqirise ; and 
leaping to his feet like a boy made of Indian-rubber, lie 
^led til rough the scrubby wood of the common, kicking 
tlie liogs aside with a fierceness that drew a remoh- 
Ktrance from tlie good father. This seemed to have the 
desired effect. Ilis manner softened instantaneously, 
lie spoke in a mild, low voice ; aiiswered the questions | 
tha| were addressed to him with modesty and goM- i 
sense ; and astonished the Franciscan by a display of 
intelligence rare enough even where natural abilities 
are developed by education. It was in vain, however, 
that he reminded his young companion that it was time 
for liirn to turn ; the hog-boy seemed fascinated by tlie 
father’s conversation, and always made some excuse for 
accoinpanyirig him a little farther. 

‘ Come, my son,’ said the Franciscan at Icngtli, ‘ this 
must have an end, and here we part. There is a little | 
trifle which I give you with my blessing, and ,so God ] 
speed you ! ’ 

‘ 1 am going farther,’ replied the boy quickly. 

‘What! to Ascoli?’ 

‘ Ay, to Ascoli — or to the end of the earth ! Ah, 
father, if you would but get me something to do — for 1 
am sui-c you can if you will ; any drudgery, however, 
hum^e — any tiling in the world hut tending hogs ! ’ 

‘ You forget my profession, my son, and that I mn 
powerless out of it. You vrould not become a monk 
yourself?’ 

* A monk ! Oh ! wouldn’t 1 ? ^ Only try me I ’ 

‘To be a monk is to toil, watch, and pray ; to live 
meagrely, to submit to innumerable hardships’--— 

‘ And to learn, father !— to read, to ^hink f— O what 
would I not submit to for the sake of knowing what 
' there is in books!’ The boy spoke |vith enthusiasm, 
and yet with nothing of the coarse impetuoaity which 
liad at first almost terrified his new acquaintiince. The 
Franciscan thought he beheld in him the elements of a 
character well adapted for a religious order ; and after 
some farther convWsation, he finally consented to take 
the stripling with him to Ascoli. They were now at the 
summit of an eminence whence they saw that town 
lying before tliem, and the village of Mpntalto ha^y 
disceinible in tiic distance behind. The ikthet 
hack for a moment at his cbmpaniou in sqpte curiosity 
to see how he would take leave, probably for everi of the 
place of liis birth. The hog^boy’s hands vrere clenched 


as if the nails were emhedded in his fiesh ; atid one arm, 
trembling with agitation, was stretched forth in k fiercO 
farewell. -When he turned away, the blazing eyes 
again .fiashed ujwn the Franciscan’s face; but iii an 
instant they softened, grew mild and tearful, and Felix 
— for' thal; was the lad’s name — followed his patron 
meekly into the town. 

I TOmr destination was a monastery of Cordeliers, 
whei^ the ex-hpg-boy was introduced to the superior, j 
and pleased him «6 much by his sensible answers and 
modest demeanour that he at once received the habit | 
of a lay-brother/ and was set to assist the sacristan in j 
Bwe^ing the church find lighting ihe candles. But at 
leisure hours he was still busier with the dust of the 
schools, and the lamp of tlieology. The brethren taught 
him the i*csponse6 and grammar; but he never ceased 
to teach himself everything he could get at; so that in 
the year 1634, when he was only fourteen, he was' 
permitted to enter on his novitiate, and after the usual 
probation to make his profession. He was, in short, a i 
monk ; and in ten years ho had taken deacon’s orders, 
been ordained a priest, and graduated as bachelor and 
doctor. Felix the hog-hoy was now known as Father 
Moiitalto. 

I * 

I , II.— THK ASS. 

The world was now before the Ancona hog-boy. In 
his boyhood he had suffered stri})os and starvation, | 
herded unclean animals, and almost broken his Iteart 
witli impotent and therefore secret rage. In his youtli 
he had been the patient drudge of a convent, and passed 
his leisure liours in persevering study, and tlie accumu- 
lation of book -knowledge. But now he was a man, 
ready for his destiny, and in the midst of troublous 
times, wiien a bold, fierce, and fearless character is sure 
to make its way. ‘ No more secret sobs, no more 
cringing servility, no more studious solitude. Montalto 
threw himself into the vortex of the world, and struck 
out boldly, right and left. An impetuous and impatient 
temper, and hauglity and dictatorial manner, were now 
his prominent pharactcristics ; and these, united ns they 
were with natural talent and solid acquirements, soon 
pointed him out for congenial employment. The rising^ 
monk was seen and understood by the Cardinals Carpi 
and Aloxandrino ; and by tlie latter lie wa$ appointed 
Inquisitor-general at Venice. Here was fortune for the 
poor trampled boy of Anconal But to rest there was 
not his purpose. A little of the tranquillity he know 
so well how' to assume, or even the mere abstinence fmni 
violence and insult, w^ould have retained him in his 
lK)st; but instead of tills he became harsh, stern, and 
peremptory to a degree that outraged everybody who 
came near him, and carried out the measures lie deter- 
mined on with an arbitrary vehemence that bordered 
on frenzy. The jealous republicans were astonished, 
but not terrified ; the liberties of their strange tyranny 
were at stake : and at length the Venetian magnates 
rose like one man, and Father Montalto Only escaped 
personal violence by flight. And so he yas a martyr 
to the cause of the church! And so all eyes were 
drawn upon him, as a man ready in action and inflex- 
ible in will. Ho was now invited by the Cardinal 
Buon-Campagno to accompany him to Madrid as his 
chf^lain and inquisitorial adviser, the cardinal bein^ 
sent thither as legate feom the pope to his CattipliO 
majesty, kfontaltd'*^ was an office both of power and 
dignity; and he acquitted himself in it <bo zealously, 
that ^ the legate’s recall lie was offered all sorts of 
eccldimstical honoiirs and i:#cferinent to induce him to 
settle jn Spain. But the monk had othei' aspiratipiis. 
Tlie hewk ofthe death of Bins had reacihed Madrid* 

and Montalfo’s nation, C^inal waiiM 

doubtless succeed to the j^pal tbxnne. He would v^t 
assistance aiidj what ^ to more, he could xisptiy it | and 
Father Montalto, rejecting the Spanish ofiEt^tSi' totencd 
to Borne. Tic found Ms 


of h4« ibrtnfi# services, flattered by the 

r^^Utatioh which liis iffotegie hefl made in the world. 
He was kindly rcoeited, £ad inte^edUtely 
j^ueral of his order. ^ 

And now the set to sweep the 

chiirch anew^ but ip A way: He xio longer 

tteubled hinoiself with: ^ coatrpTet^ea^ hut 

punished bis cohtumaiflotis opponents, in ^iir'y ws 
after the accession of the new pope he Was initeo a 
bishop, and handsomely pensioned; and in the yew 
1570 our advouturer was admitted hite the coUege of 
■ .cardinals./''.-:'"' 

Mohtaltd was now fifty years of age, when thetwilV 
is at its te^iidest, and tlic mtellectual natui^ smiles at 
the changing hair and its prophecies of physical decay, 
it might be supposed that the fierce inquisitor ripen^ 
into the stern and inflexible cardinal ; but no such 
process of development took place. And truly it would 
liave been somewluit inconyenient os matters stood ; 
for his new associates — ranking with kings every nian 
of them, hog^boy and all i-r-were the intellectual flower 
of the time, deep aiid sagacious statesmen, immersed in 
a game of policy of which the tiara was the prize, and 
qualified for the lofty contention not more by their 
talents than by the blood of the Medici, the Oaraffa, 
the Coloima, and the Frangipani, that flowed in» their 
veins. The wild nature of Montalto appeared to be 
awed by the association inte which he liad thus been 
elevated. It seemed as if a vision of his stripes, and 
his hogs, and his besoms came back upon him, and he 
walked gingerly along the marble floors of the Vatican, 
as if alarmed at the echo. He became mild, aifable, good* 
natured ; his business was over in the world ; he hod no- 
thing more to do than to enjoy. Why should he concern 
himself with intrigues in which he could have no possible 
interest ? Why should he permit even bis own family 
to disturb his dignified repose ? One of his nephews, 
on his way to Komo to see his prodigious uncle and 
claim his fhvour, was murdered ; but the cardinal, so 
, ready in former days to punish even crimes of thought, 
interceded for the pardon of the assassin. The relatives 
wlio did arrive at the Mecca of their pilgrimage he 
^odged at an inn, and sent them home to their families 
the next day with a small present, telling them to 
trouble him no more. The only proiqis® he made for 
the future was that by and by, when' old age and its 
infirmities came on, he might perhaps send for one of 
them to nurse his declining years. 

Time wore on, and his patron, Pope Pius V., died 
and was buried. This was a trouble as well as a grief 
to our cardinal ; for, being obliged to enter the con- 
clave like the rest, he was asked by one and another 
for his vote. How should he v ote ? He did not know 
whom to vote for. He was an obscure and insignificant 
man— he was; and the rest were all so admirably well- 
fitted to bo pope, that he could not tell the difi^rence. 
Besidoi^ this was ttio first conclave he had been in, and 
in a path so much loftier tliau he was accustomed to 
tread, he was afraid of making^a false step. He only 
wislu^he could vote for them all ; but, as it was, ho 
enteeoted them to manage the affair without him. And 
so they did ; and CajSinal Buon ^ Campagno hoiog 

doctfid, assumed the papal cr^ and the name of 

■ 

At ml Mpntidto> he grew more mtek, modest, 
bumble every dOy. He lived ftogally, oven moanly ttehi- 
gidering his rahk^ and gave the residue Of his income to 
the poor. Hje submitted paUexftly to idl torts ofrte^ulte, 
and and not togave^^ W^ 

treated^H^ with At this thut 

iuo^p^|K'.s . dtetteyeii^ .;and''altlmdgh;' M 

ibom ^ he got no betting. 
teis tementeblo that it vm nam 
' and pate. B orne said he took teO mhOh medidim. He 


leaned heavily on his staff. His body was bent towards 
I the ground : he seemed like A : man who was looking 
for his grave. 'Public praytes were offered up in tlie 
churches te^ his recovery sometimes witli so 
much eflhbt, that he appeared to be a little convalescent. 
At such intervals, being humble himself, he delighted 
to converse with humble p^ona^ such at the domes- 
tics of cardhtels and am!^ and, above all 

things auricular oonfessiom if it had not been the sick 
man’s duty, would have be^ called his hobby. He 
confessed everybody he could bring to his knees: his 
mind became a sink throiigli which constantly poured 
all the iniquities of Home. His brother cardinals smiled 
at thete ''^fthnesses.^^ T^ was doubtless 

sinkir^ iito prehmtu dotage. They gave him in 
ridicule a name taken from the muddy wastes of 
Ancona in the midst* of which he had been picked up 
by the stray Franclsoan : they calM him Tub Ass ob 
La Mabca. 

HI.— THB UOl’E. 

Time wore on in jflus way, till at length Gregory XIH. 
died. The event took place at a perplexing moment, 
for never had the college of cardinals been sp completely 
torn; asunder by conflicting interests. There were three 
powerful parties so singularly well-balanced that each 
felt sure of being able to elec;t the new pope, and the 
poor Ass of La Marai, who was once more obliged to * 
join the conclave, was half distracted wilh their various 
claims. All they cared about was his vote ; but that 
was important. They were compelled, Imv'over, by 
tradition, to go through the form of consulting him 
ftom time to time; and the cartlinal, tliongh mwer 
giving way to impatience, was pathetic in his entreaties 
to be let alone. According to the custom of this 
solemn council, each member of the holy college M'as 
shut up in a separate room ; and the messengers always 
found Mental to’s door bolted. He would reply to their 
i eminences, he Said, the moment his cough abated, the 
moment he felt any intermission of his excruciating 
pains. Bnt why could they not proceed to business 
without him? The, opinions of so insignificant a 
person could not at any time be necessary ; but surclj’’ 
it was inhuman to disturb a man fast sinking under 
disease, and whose thoughts were fixed upon that world 
to which he was hastening. The cjonclave sat fourteen 
days, and even then the votes of the three parties were 
I equally divided. Wliat was to Ikj done ? The best way 
was to have a nominal pope for the sliortest pos^le 1 
I time, so that tlie straggle of the real competitors might ^ 
i begin anew. They accordingly elected unanimously to 
I the pftpal throne— the Ass of La Morca I 

On this announcement the new monarch came in- 
stantly forth firom his cell, leaving behind him his staff, 
his cough, his stoop, liis pains, his infirmities, and liis 
humility! He advanced with an erect. figure, and a 
firm and dignified step into the midst of the conclave, 
and thanked their eminences for the honour they had 
OOnteired t^bn him, which be would endeavour to merit 
by dlsdiarging its liigh functions conscientiously. As 
he passed from the sacred council the vivas of the 
people re^t the air. * Long live the pope ! ^ they cried ; » 
‘justice, plenty, lihd large loaves!* ‘Address your- 
selves to God for pleniy,’ was the answer ; ‘ I ml/ give 
ymtjustktk 

' And he kept his word ; ready, stern, severe, in- 
flexible, impMial justice I He was impatient to see 
the tnple crown; and before preparations could be 
Ynade for his coronation, he caused the bauble to be 
produced, and placed on a velvet cushion in the room 
tfUere ho sat. The bauble ?^ It was no bauble to him. 

It was the s 3 rmbol of Power, just as he was himself 
ihei personification of Will. It was the thought which 
had governdl his whol^^ life— which had blazed even 
in the* uheonsdotts eyes of his boyhoods With what 
meiimrite was^^^^ ^ filled— with what re* 
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solves I 'Xb.o room was cri>vded with spectres Of . the' 
past and visions of tlie future, that met and blende I 
in one homogeneous character; and as Pope Sixtus 
V. ros» from his chair, he felt proudly that th^re rose 
with him— within him — Ihrougiiout liim— the hog?boy 
ofMontalto. 

The . dissimulation wliich was so remarkable a trait 
in this remarkable character was now at^an end, and 
only the fierceness, sternness, and indomitable wiU of 
the man remained* He felt hiinself to be placed on a. 
height from which everything beneath liiij appeared 
on one level. The cardinals, with their ancient bloo<i 
and accomplished statesmanslup, were no more to him 
than the meanest drudges in^bis dominions ; and when 
they first attempted remonstrance at his i|iroceed- 
inga, he answered them with such withering disdain, 
that the proudest of them quailed beneath his eye. 
lie told them distinctly that he was not only their 
spiritual head but their temporal king, and that ^ in 
neither capacity would he brook any interference with 
his authority. It was the custom, on the accession of 
a pope, for the prisoners to be maniynitted in all the 
jails of Borne ; and the consequence of this equivocal 
mercy was, that these places of durance were always 
full at such a time — the whole villany of tlie city tak- 
ing the opportunity of committing murders, robberies, 
and other great crimes that would be cheaply visited 
by a brief imprisonment. When Sixtus was asked, as 
a nmtt(?r of form, for his sanction to the discharge of 
tlie prisoners, he peremptorily refused it. In vain the 
members of tlie holy college, in vain the civic auUio- 
rxties, implored him not to set tradition at defiance t' he 
ordered for instant execution those legally deserving of 
death, and in the case of the others, did not abate a 
single day of their confmement.- Even the respect paid 
to iiis own person by the populace became a crime, 
since it interfered with his designs. The perpetual 
vivffs with which he was greeted made his whereabout 
BO public that he could not come unawares into any 
suspected place, and he issued an order forbidding such 
demonstrations. One day, how'over, two citizens were 
so entlmsiastic in their loyalty that they could not 
repress the cry of ‘Long live thed^opeT vrhich rose 
to their lips ; wliercmpon the offenders were instantly 
hiiil 'nold of by the orders of Sixtus, and received a 
hearty flogging. 

This pati^enu pope treated with otlier monorchs with 
the unbending dignity which might have been looked 
for in tlie descendant of a lino of kings ; and in some 
cases-^more especially that of Spain— he exhibited the 
uncompromising sternness of his character. But 
where the interest of his policy was not involved— 
where the actors in the drama of life moved in circles 
that had no contact with his— ho admired with oil 
his impulsive soul n masculine and independent 
spirit. So far did he carry his admiration of our 
Protestant Queen EUaabeth, who was his contemporary, 
that one might almost fancy the solitary mon^ day- 
dreaming of those times when even popes were per- 
mitted a mortal bride. He is said to liave given her 
secret intimation of the approaching Armada of his 
Catholic majesty; and when the head of the Catholic 
Queen of Scotland rolled under the axe of the execu- 
tioner, he is described as having emitted an exclamation 
of fierce and exulting applause at this inenAorable 
exhibition of will and power. 

And so Sixtus lived, and reigned, and died— -a stem, 
strong spirit of his day and generation, leaving * broad 
trail in history, and a lasting monument in the archi- 
tectural stones of Borne. In the biography of conunon 
men, who hre swayed by dianging currents of iNi^on 
and circumstance, it would be vain to attempt to 
explain actions and reconcUe iuconsistehcxesv os, we 
have done here, by viewing all their doipgs; and^i^^W 
the phases of their choraeter, with to a 

leading principle* But ^xtus was goi^eicnied ftoxn hli: 


birth by one great though^ though ftfily 

only by the force of ovents-^a thought as obvious in 

the hog-boy of Ancona, or the drudge of the Cordeliers, 

as in the monk Hontalto, the inquisitor, the cardin a l, 

andthefpopo. 

; — ' 

FBEAKS OPTHE ENGLISH ABBOAD. 

JoHK Bi^l is certainly a strange animal. So long as 
he is in his own countiy, ho is as quiet and harmless as 
a lamb; but no sooner does he set his foot on foreign 
landj than his nature undergoes a perfect cliange— he 
beconjpB, as it were, transformed. The lion, or perhaps 
more properly speaking, the bear, taking the place of 
the lamb in his composition, lie begins to growl ami 
look savage. Sometimes he scatters about his money 
with haughty liberality ; sometimes he abuses every- 
thing and everybody around him ; and not unfrequently 
he commits such outrages on iiersons and things as 
lie would never for a moment think of in Ms native 
land. In all my travels I have found him the same 
eVerywliere : he is a marked character ; he will not 
submit to the good old advice : ‘ When in Borne, do as 
Borne does,* but will have his own way after his. own 
lashion. If, for instance, he is in a Catholic country, he 
enters ^he churches, asks to see the rtdics, slirincs, &c., to 
satisfy his curiosity— for Johnny is curious enough when 
abroad — and when they are shewn to him, he laughs. 
He has also the habit of walking about and talking loud 
during divine service, which he thinks shews his con- 
sequence, forgetting |hat he is in the liouse of prayer. 
Again, if ho meets a funeral or religious procession in 
the street, he positively refuses to take his hat ofl— 
why should he ? — but it often happems tliat it is taken 
off for him, whereupon he shews light. Tiien he must 
needs write, cut his name, or leave some mark of his 
pilgrimage wlierever ho goes, whether it be on a beau- 
tiful statue, column, ruin, or church; take, for example, 
plain ‘William Tliomson, Newcastle,* as it appears 
on Pompey*8 Pillar at Alexandria, written wdth a 
tar-brush in letters larger than tlie gigantic mind 
of Julian ever conceived. Go to the Lazaretto at 
Malta, examine the soft stone floors, and tliey will 
inform you in true tablet style — skull, cross-bones, and 
all — that sxmdry bodies, including those of ‘ John Smith 
and liis beloved wife, both of Lopdon, have reposed 
there in peace during the space of ten days, looking 
forward to a happy release.’ Come, let us mount to tlie 
top of the Great Pyramid, and find if you can a single 
square iiicli uncut: visit Jerusalem, the Holy City, 
walk through its streets, behold its ancient walls, even 
the Arch of Ecce Homo in the Via Dolorosa, and see 
there, in good bold English type, ‘Try Holloway’s Pills.’ 
Let us leave Jerusalem, proceed tow'ards Jaffa, but rest 
at tlie hospitable convent at Bamalie, and on one of the 
bedroom doors we shall see among a host of illus- 
trious names that of ‘ B. D’lsraeli, 1831,’ under which 
some wag has inscribed ‘ Old do ! Old do !’ 

John has another little eccentricity : be likes to pay 
more fbr everything he buys or sees tlian anybody else, 
yet he tries to appear not to like it, and constantly 
complains of being cheated and robbed. Go to Switzer- 
land, or up the Bhine— John Bull’s summer resorts*-:- 
and you will find tlio wale of charges at the hotels— 
supposing breaklast to the meal — something like the 
toUowing Pot a German with a knapsack and a pipe, 
half a franc ; for a Frenchman with light-^loth boots, 
primrose gloves, and glossy hat, one franc ; tbr an Eng* 
lisbmfMI with his wife, ten (Aildren, and a van-load of 
luggagA two francs each, and one franc j^ur k garfon, 
Now tlto regular fbe for a guide to pass in safety from, 
Jerusalem to Jericho— a somewhat dangerous roa4:^iif 
100 pitotres : but a certain John Bull, ini his awkwai^ 
gener^ty, must needs give 200, so that ever si|kco that 
sum is d^mtnided by sheik of every English 

traveU)^i and unless he hw previously that the 
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ciiitomaiy w diily l6o, ho i« sure to be 

tbr<^cl to ]|^y it. But fbmetimes the freaks of John 
Bull partake of the waiitoh and mischievouii^ as the 
following examples will she^ ; 

A fe^ years ba^ I traTMHng iu a steaniboat on 
the Bhine, when I wai: suddeiol^ 
rakish^lookiiig young ntau. 

‘I think I have seen you before, sir,* said he. ‘Ah ! 
I recolieei nbw it was at the Convent of Mount St 
X^ernard. . You remember what a lovely lught it was 
when we were there, and how bri^^tly the moon and 
stars shone forth ! Do you know what I did while 
there?* ^ « 

■ '‘No.*-;-- 

‘ Well then, I ’ll toll you. You remember the morgue, 
the place where they keep the bodies of persons they 
find buried in the snow ?-^and the tales those old monks 
told us about the different skeletons ? — although I don’t 
believe half the fellows said^they can draw the long-bow 
so precious light. Well, after supper, when you were 
sitting snugly over the fire— how cold it was 1—1 stole 
out of the convent, and w^ent to the morgue, and got 
into it by one of the air-luoles in the wall, ray object 
being to carry away something as a souvenir. When 
I began to look around xpe 1 must say 1 felt some- 
what queer, for the moon was shining through tlie 
various holes right into the building, and made the 
skeletons l»>ok so comically white I They all seemed 
to be on the full grin, at me— -one old fellow especially, 
up in a corner : perhaps you remember him, for the 
monk who shewed us the plac^ told us some story 
about him. Whenever I turned, there he was with 
his diabolical grin. At last I could stand it no longer, 
and struck at the fellow with this stick, which I had 
Muth me at the time, and down he came. You should 
have heard his old bones rattle! But what do you 
think 1 did ? Why I carried off his grinning skull as 
a relic, and have got it now Safe in my portmanteau : 
that ’s what I call travelling to some purpbsc ! ’ 

At -the eastern extremity of that portion of the city 
of Valetta (Malta) knchvn as Florian, stands a Capuchin 
convent. In the crypt are preserved the bodies of 
the deceased monks, pliu?ed upright in niches, and 
dressed in the habit of the order. A party of English 
sea-captains were shewn this crypt^ when the guide 
called their attention to a particular body, which li^ 
told them was that of a superior j a man who, while 
living, was noted for his great learning, piety, and 
charity, and was therefore looked upon by bis brethren 
almost in the light of a saint. On hearing this, one 
of the sailors, taking the opportunity of the guide’s 
back being turned, took out his clasp-knife, and cut 
off the right-hand thumb. The mutilation was hot 
discovered at tlie time, and the fellow escaped punish- 
ment. I know a pei^son to whom he afterwards shewed 
the thumb, gloi^ing in the deed ; but I am happy 
to say he met with anything but the applause he 
expected.. Tho disfigu^ hand was pointed out to me 
on my visit to the coijyent, Tiadiea are now excluded 
except on certain days, and for this reason A party 
of English ladies and gentlemen paid a visit to the 
convent, and were, as usual j ^ewn into the crypt. ;One 
of the gentlemen, no doubt thinldng it would be a good 
jok^ jiimied the gown of one of the ladies to the robe, 
of one of the mummies, and the cohsequenco was, that 
when she meved suddenly away, she polled the 
out of the niche, and dashed it to pieces on the fiobr. 

One evening, at a dinner-party at Cai^, the conVer-^ 
sation turned upqn museq^s, when up started ISF^ouhg 
.English- ''^h(Mtingly:;':Baldl:'^:-C^^^ 


I ’ve'' ' --tras^Kfpr6%gh^':'ltaliir.;Vhd^^ 
makinp.^'/iotifllis^^ ybh.*li-:,iin^er.. guess .what#.is,^'! 

so I wbii' tisil . yom ; a, coliectiini'-''df 

the nqshft of all the heathen gods iahd 
and Mnners, I can lay my hands f always cari^ 
with me a hammer, and ifhehever I)mea'Btatue,^i^^ 


opportunity presents itsie^, I knock the nose off, and 
then carefully label it. Now one of my principal 
objects in coming to Egypt is to get the nose of a 
certain statue,* which he named, but I have fifrgotten 
what it was, ‘and I mean to have it too.' His intention, 
however, was happily foiled by a gentleman, a well- 
known antiquary at Cairo, sending word to the Arabs 
to cover pVOT with sand statue this modern Goth 
intended to mutilate, and so putting the sapient nose- 
coliectdr on a false scent. , 

I fell ^ with a party of travellers in Syria who 
roquire(i shel^ for^^ri^^ night; so they knocked at 
tlie door of ah Arab farmer’s house, and it not being 
i(h>oned so soon as they considered desirable, one of the 
party dn*w a pistol from his belt, and firing it, blew off 
the lockir they then entered, turned the family out, and 
coolly took possession for the night. They settled the 
matter the next morning by paying about ten times 
more than would have been necessary had they gone 
the proper w^ay to work. 

The following circumstance took place about three 

years ago. A M> B , an English traveller, pitched 

his tent for the night in one of the numerous villages 
on the Lebanon. Wliile in the full enjoyment of his 
pipe, the children of the village kept peeping into the 
tent to look at the strange Frank: this, it appears, 
greatly annoyed our countryman, so that at last he drew 
his pistol, and shot one of the little boys. As may be 
supposed, the whole village was up in arms to avenge 

this wanton outrage, and Mr R would soon have 

received the reward he so richly merited, had it not 
been for the Sheik el Belled or village chief, wdio advised 
taking him before the British consul at Bey rout. This 
was accordingly done. It was proposed that ho should 
be sent to Malta, to take his trial for murder; but 
the child not being dead, it w^as at last settled that he 
should pay L.BOO to the parents, and L.50 for the out- 
rage committed on the village. Placing security in 
the hands of the consul for the amount, lie was allowed 
to depart, and set out for Damascus tlie next day — on 
the following day the child died. On his arrival at 
Damascus lie railed at the decision of the consul ; but 
on hearing of the^eath of his victim, and being told 
that he h^ better hold his tongue, he beat a hasty 
retreat from the Holy Land, never, I trust, to pollute 
it again with his presence. 

It is how to bo hoped, that as travelling and inter- 
course with foreign countries become more common, 
John Bull will mend his manners, and see the folly of 
his ways : perhaps the least culpable of all his acts is, 
when lie turns his steps homeward to recount to his 
untravelled and wonder-stricken friends all the extra- 
vagances of which he has been guilty. 

CHINESE POBCELAIN-SEALS FOUND 
IN IRELAND. 

Of all the curious remains which have been found in 
the sister - country, none are enveloped in greater 
mastery ihan tlm porcelain -s^als which have lately 
c^cne tn light. The first public notice of them, we 
beiioTe, was in the year 1840, when Mr Huband Smith 
of Dublin called the attention of the Irish Academy 
to the fact, that abemt a dozen seals, bearing ancient 
CMnese characters, had been found w ithin the last few 
ye^ and in situations 

which precluded the supposition that they were of 
thodexh intriiduction ; opening a wide field for conjec- 
ture as to the time when they mode their way into this 
•country. The matter was takbn up by seveml zealous 
antiquaries in Ulster, whose farther res^rdies have 
In^r^ed: the number fomff^ and lest th^ remains 
fhould dome to be confounded with importations cofise- 
qu!^ On recently iutercour^ with the 

CeksMftl Efopire, a complete catalogue lias been made 

^en:^ the hist^ has been investi^ted and 
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chronicled, and its preseAi resting-place registered. 
Not only have the most eminent Chinese schohurs in 
this country been consulted about them, but impres- 
sions of the greater part 'have been tiTansmitt^ to 
China itself for explanation. The result of thC whole 
I investigation was laid before the Literary Society of 
I Belfast on the 6th May 1860 by Edmund Getty^ 
Esq.”* and it embraces some curious and interesting 
particulars. 

Etich of these seals consists of a perfect cube, with 
the figure of a Chinese mohkey sitting upoi^ it by way 
of handle; and they are all so exactly like*each other 
in size, shape, and general appearance, as to be undia- 
iinguishable except by the inscriptions on the under 
suiface. The material is porcelain ; and, / from the 
great degree of heat to wliich they must have been 
subjected, and the vitriflcntion which has in some 
measure taken place in consequence, they are as inde- 
structible by corrosion or otheif operation of time as the 
glass and porcelain ornaments which are found in the 
mummy-cases of Egypt. The inscriptions are in the 
Chuentze or ancient -seal character Of China, which, 
though as old as the days of Confucius — five or six 
centuries before the Christian era — is often used at the 
present day on the seals both of public functionaries 
and private individuals, iu the same way that we 
einploy the black-letter of our Gothic ancestors for 
fancy purposes. 

These inscriptions seem to be as numerous and 
varied as those on our own fancy-seals and wafers ; and 
tlioy have often as little apparent connection with a 
written correspondence. Such are ‘ Yih tsaon thig * 
(‘ A portico of straw*), alluding to the sheds erectect on 
the foc'ids for the accommodation of travellers ; * Shan 
kuon shwuy sliang’(‘High mountains and long streams.*) 
Soraetiiiies they are sentimental mottoes, and sometimes 
they appear to be mere proper names, and didlcult of 
explanation. On a comparison of five seta of trans- 
latioiis now before us, one of which is by the late 
lamented Dr GntzlafF, we select a few of the mottoes 
which seem to be the least ambiguous, judging from 
the unanimity of the translators. 

‘ Ying fung lung yuC * Singing in the breeze and 
playing under the moon*), an allusion to people amusing 
themselves out of doors in a cool moonlight night. 

* Hoo fung* (* Sealed or shut.’) Several Eastern nations 
despatch their letters without any kind of paste or wax ; 
but tlicy write a curse or ill -omen to him who shall 
violate their secrecy. It is said that in ancient times 
the Chinese secured their missives merely by ftamping 
or writing on the outside the words — ‘ closed,* ‘ sealed,* 
or * shut.* In our day they generally paste down the 
flap of the envelope with a few grains of boiled rice, 
and statnp it with a red ink or thin jjaste, in the same 
way that our postmasters do— one-half of the impression 
being on the flap, and the otlicr on the main part of the' 
envelope. Hence Mr Meadows translates this inscrip- 
tion * Protecting the closure.* Another motto is-r— 

* Shwuy lo shill chub * (‘ When the water faUs, the stones 
appear'); perhaps a metaphorical way of expressing 
that the truth of a case comes to light tlirough the 
removal of obscuring circumstanceisi ; or, as some think, 

*an adage equivalent to. the Latin one — ‘Gutta carat 
lapiclem,* and intended to convey the idea of constancy 
or perseverance. Two of the seals bear the motto ren- 
dered a ‘ pure heart ;* another has—* Tsun, sin ta&n le * 

An inch-long heart ext^dlng a thousand le* t5,>hich 
one translator deems equivalent to ‘My Ut^e /heart 
goes a thousand le to meet you ;* while t>y another it 
is thought to allude to the thouglitfl of friei^ reaching 
each other at the greatest distances by mws of 


* NotiiWi of CWncfHJ Scali? foam In Ire 
Literary Society, by Eamund Gett; 

Mj^nu 

t A le is about a third of an English mile* 


tale 'lh#d in';'Ire'1ana,ii^: 

py- Edmund' Getty, . 


writing. * Tuy ke keih jin * (‘ I^ut'ono*8 self in anotber’s 
place*), refers to a Confucian aphorism wbidh is equi<^ 
valent to the Christian <0no—‘ Do as you would be 
done by,* / Wei che sze yay * (‘Men do pot think of it ' 
— virtije), i® A quotation from the ‘ Sun yu * of Confucius. 
And lastly. ‘Tsae shwuy yih fhng* (‘Must be in the 
noighbpnrbo^ of the water*), is a quotation from a 
Chinese odOi ih ialiich a man not seeing hU friend 
conjectures where ho may be. 

Those curious seals, amounting to about fifty, have 
been found at various times, and in localities very 
distantj,from each other. The one registered ns No. 7 
was discovered about seventy years ago by a turf- 
cuttef in a bog in Queen*8 County ; No. 5 was found 
at no great depth near the town of Carlow, cm the 
site of an old rood which led to tlie lloman Catholic 
burying -ground, but which has been closed since the 
year 170.^ ; No. 12 was dug up about forty years ago in 
taking out the roots of an old pear-tree in an orchard in 
the County Down, and from the ago of the tree it must 
have lain there a long time before its discovery ; No. 26, 
now in the museum of the Boyal Irish Academy, was 
found in 1883 in a ploughed fleld near Borris-0*-Kane, 
County Tipperaiy ; No. 3 in the parish of Killyleagh, 
County Down, in a piece of ground which was over- 
grown^with furze, and appeared never to have been 
cuitivjfted: it is in the Belfast Museum ; No. 13 lias 
been in the possession of a private family iu Dublin for 
at least seventy or eighty years, but there is no record 
of its previous history ; No. 45 was found about the 
year 1806 ip a cave near the mouth of Cork Harbour ; 
and No. 50 about ten years ago, immediately outside 
Cahir Castle. Some human bones were found with 
this seal, but they mouldered to dust on exposure to 
the atmosphere. 

The intenresting question is : How or when did these 
seals find their way to Ireland ? The specimens them- 
selves furnish no. clue to their antiquity j for their 
substance is absolutely imperishable, while ‘the cha- 
racter,* says Sir J. F. Davis, * is sufficiently ancient for 
any assignable date within our reach.* Wlien they 
were first introduce^ to public notice, a correspondent 
of the * Athenaeum, * said to be a Chinese scholar, irre- 
verently declared them to be ‘evidently a hoax*— 
modem importations purchased in London, and sown 
ini^Ircland for tlic benefit of the Academy. The native 
antiquaries, shocked at bis presumption, apx)ealed to 
Sir J. F. Davis, who quite agreed with them, that even 
were these seals like those recently brought from China 
— which they are not — no one ‘ would be so “ super- 
fluous *’ as to journey about the most distant localities 
for the purpose of biding them in those peat - bogs, 
burial-grounds, and beds of rivers, where mere chance 
has led to their discovery ;* and If not of modern, it 
almost necessarily follows that they must have been of 
very ancient introduction. It has been supi^sed by 
others that they may have been introduced accidentally 
in tca-cliests ; but if so, it is strange that none but 
Irish packages should have contained them. Another 
conjecture is, that they may have been brought to this 
country by individuals connected with Lord Macart- 
ney’s embassy in 17'92 ; but it is to be noted that no 
such seals are found in his lordship’s bwn collections of 
Chinese curiosities, which are still preserved by his 
representatives. In fact, not a single specimen of the 
same kind has been fi>und in any modern collection. 
Seals of steatite, generally of long rectangular form 
— hot cubic^— with an animal at one end, and either 
with without in^ription& a^^ in common use in 
Chma, toi^ large hurni)^ of them have been brought 
to Efiglsind. says an Irish antiquary^ ' 

‘ can have nothing to say to our pbrcelaln-seals, which/ 
most evidently have beeh cast in moulds, imd are 
quite topihard and brittle to admit of the opergti^ 
Carving, by^ ornaments of agalmatoUte l^Ve 
gwcpfily i^roduced^ circumstance which OjiGiie Would 


wdiijd, if buried 
considerable anjr 

'degree iU^ir.;brigiBalTi)riii/,:^^^^^^^^^ 

. ^A dUi|^i sefi^oh the^euriositj^ 

^ be iiJtel/ to ^pdse of ^iol^ brotigbt from ibreign 
laod|^ :Ml one e|»^mKai coul^ be iimilar 
to. lender consic^tion; and the ehoplc^^r 
being i|t^4 to say how he had obtained it, stated that 
ho had bongUt it from a person who told him that it 
had been found in Ireland, Subsequent information 
led to the belief that it had been one of four loldsout 
of a private collection in Dublin. 

' who hare taken so much tirouble 

on this subject, fondly cling to the persuasion, though 
they express it with great modesty, that these seals 
may bo vestiges of the ancient Fhmnician comtheroc 
with our western shores. There seems little doubt 
that there was in early times ah overland trade between 
the Celestial Eminre and the countries adjacent to 
Fhmnicia, and in communication with it. Vases 
unquestionably Ciunese h^ve been discovered in the 
tombs of Egypt ; and Pliny, with other Roman authors, 
mentions certain murrhlne cu^ or vases, wlilcli appear 
to have been identical wi^ Olnnese porcelain. They 
were introduced at Rome by Pompey after the Mithri^ 
da tic war, and beoame articles of luxury amo^g the 
wealthier Roman nobles, ^ who gave onormous prices 
for them, on account of their fragility, taken in 
connection with the immense distance of the Eastern 
country whence they w'ero said to come. It is cer- 
tainly strange, -be it remarked, that the relics found in 
Ireland are seals and not cups, peifume-bottles, coins, 
medals, or any other usual article of commerce. 

It is to be luipcd that the intercourse now opened 
with Cliirin may tlnow some light on this subject. It 
can probably be ascortainod whether such seals as we 
have described lire now found tliere ; and if sp, whether 
they ore considered to be of ancient or modem manu* 
fiK!turc. Even if the latter prove to bo the case, how- 
ever, it would not materially weaken the presumption 
of the antiquity of those now brought to light, consider- 
ing that tlie Chinese preserve the customs of the re- 
motest periods, as well as their antiquarian remains,, j 
with a religious care and veneration ^unequalled among 
any other people. ' ; 

THE ‘ROMANCE' OF SEA-LIFE. | 

We personally know something of the soa, of sailors, 
and of their life both ashore and afloat, both in tlm 
forecastle and the cabin, both abroad ami at borne. 
We know also that there is a marvellously prevalent 
notion among landsmen that a^sallor's life is the most 
romantic of all lives, and that lie is lumself a very 
romantic personage individually. Wo know that the 
mere name of * sea,’ ‘ ship,* or * sailor* excites emotion 
in the breiwts of mid ^venturous 

youths in general. There seems to be qn inherent 
witchery in the very idea of the ‘ glad waters of the 
dark-blue sea ; * but this has been stimulated a thousand- 
fold by the popular songs of Dihdin and gthers, por- 
traying sailors in such cplours that they cannot recog- 
nise themselves,"' and also by certain modern Actions, 
whi(di, however admirable as worika of artj 
anytiring hut a correct notion of the ' reid vfork^-dh^ 
life of the gallant but plidn, hoimst fdlpws who man^ 
England’s wooden - walisv In the books in queitioi/ 
ieve^thh^ which con t^w a, charm over 

' ' tVs feW:|>f ih'bdia^s 'bout- s^Mqis } 

' aotasii wtawh am' reoliy^ stihs ' eh:' ahipbepa 

uiK] -it h'>pQM>ii)io''tO' amshva;;''^'Spt': 

; 8paa»;.w£|jiiiht:MQr8 ieve''..t;Q sing are withnut a:i|rihk'Of 

. It 'bos bo^ 'Said that nibSlii's .songs ''reStdM'ibs 

more than . a .doaon’ '.pasMlguijis. Yoi;: 'liat "the' : 
' net cause. to ship, .hut'Q|iIy''hihd«taieiii«. i ' ' 


eveiy^ng' whicli tends tei .impro^ the reader with a 
vagae idea that sailors are u separate race of mortals, 
witlt most fascinating charaoterisdcs— is skilfully dwelt 
upmij but thdstern, homely, matter-of-f)act, monotonous 
lifb they lead is carefully kept in the background, or 
alluded to in a very slight and deceptive manner. Can 
we wonder, therefore, timt boys of anient imaginations 
are absorbint^ly attracted by such an idealised profes- 
sion? So enthralling is the love of the sea thus gene- 
rated, that a good authority declares that he has known 
youtiiM whi(» could not hear the creaking of a block 
used in hohiting sugar to the upper floor of a grocer’s 
wmehouie, without their imaginations being fired with 
vivid dreanifll of ships and the ocean! Once let a 
striplingjbecoaie impressed with a longing for the sea, 
no matter how generated, and the very means you adopt 
to cheek his diseased fancy will only strengthen and 
confirm it Tet his case is precisely analogous to that 
of a youth falling passionately in love with a maiden 
whom ho has never seen I 

We can give a case in point in which we were 
personally concerned. About eight years ago, we 
ourselves were guilty of writing a sea-novel, a copy of 
which fell into the hands of a boy, a first-cousin of 
ours. Ho told us that he had read it over and over till 
he knew it by heart, and nothing would serve his turn 
but he must go to sea. His parents were distressed, 
and we had a long interview wdth him, and did our 
utmost to disabuse his mind of the romantic notions 
which our own book alone had created. All in vain I 
He would believe Ms owm wild impression from our 
fiction rather than our sober, truthful vwa-voce advica?. 
He went a short first voyage on liking, and on his 
return frankly told us that had he known what a hard, 
harsh life a sailor's really was, he would never have 
quitted land, ‘Rut/ said he, ‘I shall bo laughed at if 
1 give it up now 1 I am a sailor for life, and all through 
that book of yours I* He was then regularly appren- 
ticed, to a merchantman, but the mate treated him so 
cruelly tliat he deserted to a man-o*-war, and, if living, 
he is probably yet in the navy. 

The two great classes of boys who go to soa are 
those who have imbibed romantic notions concerning 
it, and long to realise them ; and those wlio are sent by 
their friends as a means to reform them of laid habits. 
Of the two^ tlio latter class generally make tlio best 
saiim ; the others are too much disgusted at tho 
reality, too heart-broken at the utter annihilation of all 
their fine dreams, to take kindly and well to their 
rough Tliere are of course numerous excep- 

tions in both classes ; and of the former, many cling to 
the sea, and learn to become good sailors out of slieer 
desperatian and stubborn resolve to make tlie best of a 
bad bargain, rather than acknowledge themselves to be 
woefully deceived. 

Let us not be misunderstood. We ourselves enthu- 
siostioally loved the sea when young, and we love it 
yct,^but in a very difierent degree. It is a noble prch 
fesrioii,^ thkt of the wild waves* mastery, but it is 
emphatically one of the hardest, worst paid, and 

Yes, young readers of Fenimore Cooper, 
we it is ri^t-down prosaic j and we know whut it 
if lay but on a yard in a hurricane. We say, more- * 
over, tl^t sailors Iheroaelves are, with v^ry few excep- 
tions, ihe most prosaic and matter • ef - fact among 
mort^Sf You inay sneer at this; but one week, one 
day» hhy, eyen on of actual sea-service would 

m you that we are speaking advisedly. 
Let be all things. A sailors life 

brihgs him ckxiaslmial contact with subUme manifes- 
tatimw of the XHyine i^wer, but he little regards them. 

duties absorb^ a^^^ his attention, and there is no 
tijoab for sight-seeing and reflection, nor is sentiment of 
aiiy kmdi^^ to be Mdulged^ in on shipboard. On 
the h^d, he Wfii for wee the 

dnlbhR^ life conceivable. Day 



dUi^ title eair^ moiKitbaoiia round of csommah^iicc 
(lutieft iii« exacts with iron cfiseipJine. Work; %ork, 
nothing hut work, and not a minute spent in, idlenest« 
It is all vei7 pleasant to you, young gentlemmi, to sit 
with your feet on a parlour fender, and gloat over 
picturesque and highly-wrought descriptions of nautical 
znanceuvres, but we can tell 'you that not one of these 
is felt to be anything but ordinary wori by those who 
actually perform them. There is nothing very delightful 
in the hourly act of running up and down ladders like a 
bricklayer’s labourer, and hatiling rough n^pes till your 
back feels ready to break and your hctlrt to burst; 
there is nothing peculiarly elevating and chivalrous in 
the act of picking oakuitt, and ma^ng spun-yarn and 
slnnct— and sailors are steadily kept at Ihese and 
similar labours in tho intervals between ehiulng sails ; 
nor is there any inexpressible charm in tlie act of 
sc!raping and oiling masts and yards, and washing decks 
and tarring rigging. 

Now suppose, yoting friend, that your parents have 
at length yielded to your frantic entreaties that you 
may he a sailor, and that you are regularly apprenticed 
to an East Indiaman. The dreanf of your life, the 
cherished prayer of your heart, is fulfilled. You set j 
your foot on the snowy decks wutli thrilling feelings | 
—proud and glowing aspirations and anticipations. | 
Tlic ship sails, and for a day or so you arc top sick 
to do any duty, and too much a piece of mere lumber 
in everybody’s -way during the hurry of departure ; so 
you are uneerenioniously kicked below to rough it out 
as you may. On the morning of the second day you 
find yourself included in the first-mate’s watch, which 
happens to be the morning- watch— 4 a. at. to 8 a. ai. — and 
are called On deck. You stagger up, feeling very queer, 
very weak, very luiscrable. It is a fine summer 
morning, w'ith a steady breeze, and the ship is calmly 
gliding .along on a taut-bowUne. You have no heart’ 
f:o look much about you, but you see that every soul 
on deck is at worX:, You sit down on tho booms, greatly 
exhausted, and tho next moment a rope’s end is smartly 
laid across your shoulders, and the mate, with an oath, 
asks you whether you liave shipped to sit for a figure- 
head, and the sailors chuckle, and the ship-boys wink 
and grin, and put out their tongzies. You rub ybur 
phoulders in amazement, imd think of your poor mother 
at lionie, and burst into tears. Tho mate calls you a 
snivelling milksop, and sets you to scrape the tar off 
a seam of the deck recently poped^ with a mysterious 
admonition that if you don’t mind what you are about 
you will receive a liberal allowance of ‘beans and I 
bacon!’ You don’t know what beans and bacon 
means on shipboard ; hut you -do know that your soft 
white hands are very sore with grasping, the shaft of 
the rough scraper, and very pitchy 4n a few minute^ 
and you mentally think there is very little romance in 
the operation. Four bells strike — 6 a, m.— and the word 
is given to rig the head-pumps, and wash down the 
decks. The sailors roughly call you to hew a hand ; 
and you have to pump away, and to take off your shoes 
and stockings, and paddle vrith naked feet among the 
cold Avater surging over the docks. Then comes the 
holy-stoning part; and you are set to haul about the 
* bibles ’ — as sailors profanely call the large stones— 
and to kneel and rub away with ‘prayer-books ’ — small 
liand-stoncs — till you fancy it is just the sort of work 
your mother’s kitchenmaid is used to, and you are j 
thankful none of your friends see yoii eiiga^ at it, 
and you arc very certain ‘there isn’t a bit of rpmanoe 
in it. This lasts till eight bells, and you than go to 
breakfast with what appetite you may. 

Four hours later you are summoned on deck t^ain; 
and the sailors push and knbek you about, aud^ one 
orders you to do this, and ^ther to do that^^UI^ all 
swear at you fbr your awk^rdness and 
you are perfectly bewildered and frightmied, a 
picture of misery. The busy mate sees y ^ 


1 ‘Hollo you, sirlVcries he, * skiilkittg agahi, 

I’ll polish you! Take that bucket of slush, aha Mr 
aloft and rub down the royal*mast. And mind what 
you, do, fbf my eye is on you I ’ 

You hare a bucket of tar and grease and a bunch of 
oakum th|U8t into your clammy hands, and’are hurried 
aloft. How you ever \'ct to the royal-masthead you 
have no subsequent recollection. You are top' dizzy to 
know what you arc about ; but tiie mate, whom you 
think is a demon, is nothing of the sort. He is only 
doing Ills duty. You have shipped to become a sailor, 
and he is beginning to make a sailor of you. He sends 
an ^perienced ship-boy aloft to look after you, and 
this youth digs his knuckles into your sides to make 
you ascend, and tells you to fix your eyes above your 
head instead of below your feet ; and when you hesi- 
tate to dip your delicate fist in the stinking slush, he 
deliberately gives you a dab in the mouth with it, and 
asks you who you think you we? You hardly know 
yourself by this time who you are nor what you are ; 
but yon feel in every bone of your body <ind every 
tingling muscle that you have found no ronifuice in a 
sailor’s life yet. 

And, my young friend, what is more, you never wdll ! 
’There is no romance in life at sea. You will find it 
nothyig but liard work— hourly drudgery. Every soul 
on board a ship, from cabm-boy to captnin, has duties 
which fully occupy every minute of his time — hard 
duties, stern duties, prosaic duties. Every private 
feeling, consideration, and predilection, yields to tltern. 
A sailor, no matter wli^t his station, never indulges in 
romantic fancies of any kind. His life and conversa- 
tion, whether afloat or ashore, are os rnultcV’of-faet as 
those of a baker or tallow-chandler. He lives a life of 
extreme hardship, toil, and privation ; and the reason 
ho follows the sea nil his days is very frequently 
because three or four years of sea -life totally unfit him 
for any other calling. 

What we have thus briefly written is the unvarnished 
trutli, and if it induces any youth to pause ero he 
rashly and imwittingiy embraces the sea as a profes- 
sion, owing to exaggerated and false notions of its 
presumed romantic nature, shall bo glad ; but if, 
with his eyes open to a full consciousness and con- 
viction that there is no romance in regular daily life 
at sea, although there is plenty of nil kinds of hard 
work, ho should still persist in slipping on the blue 
jacket, why, we heartily say to him ; ‘ God speed you I 
you are the stuff to make a sailor ! ’ 


KrrEOTB or euucation on the robin. 

The most remarkable instance I ever remember to 
have met with of a young pupil not only imitating, but 
far surpassing his tutor, was about nine years ago, in 
Jermyn Street, Haymarket. At that period I revelled in 
the undisturbed enjoyment of a largo aviaiy, numbering 
no fewer than 366 inhabitants, all first-rate songsters; 
and my fame as an amateur had spread widely. Among 
the multitude of my visitors was a gentleman, who in- 
formed me that a friend of his was possessed of a most 
Wonderful bird, that ho should much like me to see and 
heal’. 1 took the address, and went at an early doy to 
view the prodigy. On entering the house referred to, ond 
on pFeseiiting my ^rd, I was at once ushered into the 
drawing - morn. 1 there saw two cages -^nightingale 
cages — suspended on the wall. One of them, with a 
nightingale in it, had an open front; the other had a 
green, curtain drawn down over the front, concealing 
the iIRnate. After a little Oliscourse on the subjeot of 
ornithology, host asked me if 1 should like to hear 
one of his nightingales sing. Of course I was all expecta- 
tion. FMidhg me beneath the cage, and drawing up the 
curtain l^fore ailuded to, the bird above, at a whUtM 
from his master^ Moke out in a succession of strains that 
1 neffot heard inirpassed by any nightingale. They were 
indeed sfirprlsinj^y eloquent. * Whai a i^i^tingale E 



CHAMBERS'S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


ejae^liU^^ I. the rapi4 iiitarance of the bird, hie perfect 
ahaiidon %Q the insplrattoii of His mttee, and hia indif- 
ference to all around him> caiioed me to involuntarily 
exclaim with Coleridge ; 


— l^at strain ! * 

FuU fofn it would delay. mu.‘ 

And to it did; I atood rivetted to the irpot, knowing how 
■etdom nightin^lea in a edge ao darted themselvea. 
After liateniiig some time, and expreaaing my aatonish- 
ment at the long -repeated edorts of the peixormor-^so 
unuaual, I apked to be allowed a aight of ^ him. Per- 
. iniBsion tyaa granted ; the curtoin woe raiaed, and I 
aaw before' t&e^a robin f This bird had been broug^it up 
under the nigfatinffalc from his very earlieat infancy, and 
not only equalled, but very far aurpaaaedV his master 
in aong. Indeed he put him down and silenced him 
altogether. Thia identical bird, I should add, was sold 
a few weeks afterwards for nine guineas ; he was worth 
the money. In this caae the robin retained no one single 
note of liis own whereby the finest ear could detect him; 
and thia paves the way to still more singular discoveries 
hereafter. — William Kidd in the OmuHeneh' Chronicle, 

AN UGLY ENCOONTKll. 

1 n a lately-published AiH^rtcan work, entitled * Forest 
Life,* by J. S. Springer, thelfoUowiiig anecdote is given 
respecting an encounter id the northern woods ^ith a 
ferocious animal of the tiger kifid, of which the natives 
stand in groat dread, from its uncompromising ferocity. 
An individual named Smith, while travelling through the 
forests, had the bad fortune to encounter one of these 
creatures, lie had nearly redbhed an encampment of 
his companion lumberers, when the animal stood before 
him. There was no chance for ititreat, neither had he 
any time for reflection on the best method of defence or 
escape. As he had no arms or other weapons of defeiioe, 
the first impulse, in this truly fearful position, unfortu- 
nately perhaps, was to spring into a small tree near by.; 
but he had scarcely ascended his length when the despe- 
rate creature, probably rendered still more fierce by the 
promptings of hunger, sprang upon and seized him by the 
heel. Smith, however, after having his foot badly bitten, 
disengaged it from, the shoe, which was firmly clinched 
in the creature’s teeth, and let him drop. The moment 
he was disengaged, Smith sprang for a more secure 
position, and the animal at the same time leaped to 
another large tree, about ten feet distant, up which he 
ascended to an elevation equal to that of his victim, 
from which he threw himself upon him, firmly fixing 
his teeth in the calf of his leg. Hanging suspended thus 
until the flesh, insufficient to sustain the weight, gave 
way, he dropped again to the ground, carrying a portion 
of fiesh in his mouth. Having greedily devoured this 
morsel, he bounded ^ain up the opposite tree, and from 
thence upon Smith, in this manner renewing his attacks, 
and tearing away the flesh in mouthfuls from his legs. 
Daring this agonising operation, Smith contrived to out a 
limb from the tree, to which ho managed to bind his jack- 
knife, with which he could now assail his enemy at every 
leap. He succeeded thus in wounding him so badly that 
at length his attacks were discontinued, and he finally 
disappeared in the dense forest. During the oncounter. 
Smith had exerted his voice to the utmost to alarm the 
01 ^, who he hoped might be within hail. He was 
heard, and in a short time several of ythe crew reined ^ 
the place, but not ill time to eave him from the dn^^l 
enoouhten t^he sight was truly appaUing. 
were not only rent from him, but the fieri} literally torn 
from his legs, exposing even the bone aifd sinews. It wiut 
with the greatest difficulty he made the descent of the ' 
tte Himausted throi^h of bloodi and dvercei^e hy 
ho. sfmFupoii;' tho, gTound and.lnintef. 

' 'diate^jfvillfip^, ; : .but tbo ^appUoarion . of . snow: reitoee.4"^ 
hl^^is,«Siii8ciodsnesa» :Preparing;;h;H'^er:from polee-'i^ 
conveyed, him'- to' camp* ■ waited 
%pl|^ h» wounds as w4Lm circdfiistences would 

'sooh .',:as possible;' "removed . him ;the settleipeA^ ' 
fppe^'inediem aid. was .secured. Aft^'a.':p^tracted 'pii^^ 


of,: confinement, hO gradually recovered from his wounds, 
though etill cany ing terrible scars, and sustaining irro- 
parablo injury. Such desperate encounters are, however, 
of rare occurrence, though ooHislons less sanguinary are 
not unfrequent. * 


B.{:ATEICE TO DANTE. 

/ Guordaini bon. Don son, ben son ! ‘ * 

^HKGAan me well ; I am thy love— thy love^' 

Thy blessing— thy delight— thy hope— thy pence : 
Thy joy above all joys that break end cease 
When their full waves in widest circlets move : 

Thy bird of comfort— *thine immortal dove, 

who^l thou lot’flt forth out of thy grieved breast 
To flutter back and point a place of rest : 

Thine angel who forgets her crown star-wove, 

And comes to thee with folded woman-hands. 
Pleading : * Look on me well- thy love, that stands 
Before thee; ’midst the Triune Light divine 
Undazzled, still discerns thy human face. 

And is more happy in this happy place— 

That thou alone urt hers, and she is thine.’ 


DANTE TO BEATRICE. 

1 BEE iliec, gliding towards me with slow pace 
Across the azure fields of Paradise, 

Where thine each footstep makes a star arise : 

So, from this heart’s once void but infinite space 
Each angel-touch of thine, by God’s dear grace, 
Struck out some fiery and eternal spark 
To light the woAd, though all my heaven lay dark. 

0 Beatrice ! cypresses inlace 

My laurels ; none have grown save tear-bedewod — 
Heart-tears, that sunk into the earth un viewed, 
And sprung up green to form this crown of bays. 
Take it ! At thy dear feet I lay my all, 

What men my honours, virtues, glories, call : 

1 lived, loved, suffered, sung — for thy solo praise ! 


* Suggested by a marble figure of Beatrice, bearing this motto 
uu the jpodostul. 


This name for a full glass of wine is said to be a 
co'rruption of ou bon p^re, which was the first toast 
given when men sat down to drink in Catholic times, and 
was either meant ^as a compliment to the priest of the 
parish or the pope ; but in some of the midland counties 
anything large — a pear, plum, a fish, an apple — is called 
* a .bumper.’ A large country girl is a bumping lass — a 
large - limbed, coarse rustic a bumpkin. Dr Johnson 
deduces bumper ftom bump ; others say it is a corruption 
of buinbord-bombord, in Latin bombardun — a great gun, 
and from thence applied to a large stoup or fiagon or a 
ftill glass. yrhuB in Henry E///., act i. scene 7, the 
second chamberlain says to the porters who had been 
niegligeht in keeping out the mob : 

* You arelazzy knaves ; 

And horeyo Me baiting of bumbord, when 
Ye Bhould do servioo 

baiting of bumbord being a court-tenn for sitting and 
drinking. Again in The Tempeet^ net ii. scene 2 : 

* Yond* some blaek cloud, yen' huge one 
Looks like a fiml bpmboxd that would shod his liquor.* 

and Mr Thaobald expRins ii^* a large vessel for holding 
drink, as well as the piece of etdnance so called.* 
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THE MEISSENEE HOCHLAND, 

* Mclu Uerx iHt Im Ilocliland, mein lierz Ist nloht hler,* dec, 

German Tramlalion ejf Butnt. 

We had spent several days in the HOtel de tSaxe at 
Dresden, hod seen all thej^a.]lerieB of that wonderful 
city, and hoard the Opera company twice in one day — 
namely, once in the morning at church, and a second 
time ill their own proper region across the way--and 
were beginning to moralise, in melancholy fasliion, on 
the transitory nature of the company at a hotel, seeing 
that we could scarcely distinguisli at Mr Gerstkamp’s 
tahlc-d'/idte a single fiice wliioh had appeared there oh 
the day of our arrival — when a new guest entered 
with a lady on his arm, and I rpeognised an English 
friend whom I hiul last seen within the Arctic Circle, 
ill the course of a hyperborean excursion, of which the 
render of these pages has probably perpsed some of the 
details. Eecognitions took place, with many mutual 
felicitations on the hajjpy fortune of a second rencontre, 
so little to have been expected: our respective asso^ 
dates were introduced ; and after spending an hour 
together, it was agreed that we should form a party 
to visit the celebrated Meisseiier Hochhind, or ^Soopon 
Switzerland^ as it is more generally, though more vul- 
garly called by strangers. No sooner yras the plan 
agreed uiion than we proceeded to its execution. We 
set off that evening by the railway for Schandau, the 
recognised centre of the district which we designed to 
examine. The arrangement was the mpre suitable, as 
wc were all on our "way to Bohemia, and Schandau 
is twenty -three miles onward in that course. Tlie 
weather, too, promised remarkably well for such ah 
excursion. 

l^ough it was only the lltli of Ai:^UsV 
started on this journey at six o’cUxjk, night overtook 
us before We had advanbed above half wa^, iii conse- 
quence of out being detain^ an hour by k titeak-down 
of our engine. The accident was little to bo lamented ; 
for when we reached the border of the Eibe an^ 

Vo advance into the mountainous cQuntry» the moon 
shone out over the top of the bpp^iib^ - - and 

afforded us some most beautifiil snatches of 
of that admirable river. It was not till ne^.j^e 
o’clock that we stopped at the Schandau statib^f^'^.in 
full moonlight — Schandau lost in deep shb^ 

■ opposite : -feathery hills,' ' 

: betrayed its J’presence-riind i-. thB;..;hiopny.v 
between, Svens quickly deported 
baggages in a boat, and fhui^ Onrselye« 

i'l^&g'on' WitK-au^^^ 'I'&rce as'.'/costi'i'-ifel^:!^ 

■■ small ■■ exertion tO' -'counteract .'it..; -If 


moment, such as occqrs seldom, and remains long in 
the memory; and we were almost, sorry when called 
upon to debark and' choose a hotel. We were soon 
established iri ah excellent inn called the Forst Haus , 
(Forest House), which raises its lofty hulk over the 
river, having a garden in that direction, while on the 
other side it adjoins to the street of the village. Here 
we foijnd many tourists, chiefly German — for tho 
SdchaiscJi-BslimisclUtn Seku^izf as they call it, is an 
attractive wonder to the people of Northern Germany 
in particular, a country remarkably deficient in roman- 
tic scenery. I was pleased to find old married couples, 
young married people, students, and others, thus bent 
on hbUday-making, as it gave the idea that political 
fervours and fears did not entirely absorb Bic energies 
of the people ; neither had the late calamitous troubles 
left the gloom which one would have expected. Of 
this fact, however, I had had stronger dspiotistration 
at Dresden, where I found an archery festival going on 
for the entire week, with an enormous concourse of 
strangers all bent on pleasure-seeking. A largo field 
near the city was daily covered with shows and booths 
for the amusement and rccjrcation of tlie assembled 
multitude; and 1 am almost afraid to report what I 
heard of the consumpt of beer upon the ground ohe hot ; 
Sunday ; but the memorandum of it in my note-book 
certainly is— 80,000 ems, an em being equal to seventy 
English quarts. My informant bad probably mistaken 
eight for eighty ; but even tho lesscf sum gives upwards 
of half a million of bottles. Undoubtedly the capac^y 
of the Teutonic constitution for beer is something 
prodigious. 

From the glimpse which daylight gave me next 
mommg, and what I saw and learned afteru’ords, I 
foui^ this celebrated IIocliloiKl to be mainly composed 
of a deposit of guad^rsands^tein — the greensand of tho 
English geologists— the utmost height of which a^ove 
the Elbe nmy be about IfiOO feet. Through this; 
deposit, however, the Elbe and, its tributaries have cut : 
profound trenches or yalleyg; some other agent— > 
probably tbi sea at an early period* before it had 
sssum^ its pr<!Ss^t , limits— 1^ made other excavatiott^^^^^^^^ 
and left other promiiiences ; and the unequal * surfeco ■ ^ 
thus clothed with arqodi tp ^ 

•’the ;iinipertiiJncrbiMw . beauty. , Now--.riierisi;;^|^ ; 

surii operaUdnk 

■.itrMi^'hi.S5TOdea')^rribuliir:'ti^ , 

:;,<i|o’'iminattric^-''a^ hoiidayists-? ';;,lt.ia;.';^c^S ij J 

: The', si^a;;are: ^ ^ 
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bm by which had become the cOltfty^ 
hoteh Magnido^t platfbrm^ of the cliff; were in like 
rnabn^ occupied by the outbuildings 
The gmnd clunks which aeamed the of the hiU 
were found to have been tekeU of for the 

construction of stairs, which, like the conver^oe of 
the paths of glory in Gra^^ Sl^v lech but to the 
tayem. If we' made our wky rouml some apparently 
stierilo protuberance, thinking to get a more compre* 
hensivo view of the oc^ of Wood rolling hjenOath, we 
were sure to light ui^ eithet an old woman engaged 
in the honest calling of washing dishOs, or a waiter 
busy arranging empty bottles. Nor. were little shops 
for the sale of curiosities and guide-books forgotten. 
In short, Cockneydom itself could not have nAre com- 
pletely beset any show-place with its petty traps for 
mortal appetite or its zeal for turning an honest 
penny. . 

Making our way down the valley to the small 
town of Ilirniskretsdien, on the Elbe, we there, at 
a reasonable hour in the afternoon, obtainiod places 
in a steamer returning fkrom Bohsmia, and in a 
very short time were safely landed at Sdiandau. 
After dinner, tempted by the heautifUl moonlight and 
the delightful temperature, wo wandered out to the 
hank of the river, and there enjoyed some of those 
soft and romantic reveries which come upon one in a 
place which one does not know too familiarly-— frag- 
ments of an ideal world composed solely of the 
picturesque, the pure, and the happy. Some one said, 

‘ What a nice place to spend a summer inJ* But wes 
could not help fearing that a month, perhaps a week, | 
might be enough to undeceive us out of what wo now 
felt to he its chief charm. Affhcted, nevertheless, by 
the gentle spirit of the hour, I was induced to get out 
my flute, and play a few of the beautifhl airs of a 
certain land beyond the sea, sending along the moonlit 
Elbe the same strains which I had once caused to float 
over the flords of Lapland. Here, however, it was 
tli flicnlt to say whether the whimsical did not pre- 
dominate over the romantic, for there certainly is 
something intensely quaint in addressing national 
music to ears so totally lieteroclite - to all its ordinary 
associations. 

From various circumstances not worthy of being 
particularised, I hud to enter upon my Second day of 
the Siixon Schweiz with the company of my daughter 
jonly. Fumislied with a good carriage and a guide, we 
set out at eight in the morning, taking this time a 
westerly direction. The morning air was pure and 
brilliant as the diamond, and the narrow side- valley 
into which we quickly plunged — called the Teufer 
Grund (Beep Ground) — was even more beautiful 
than that wdiieh formed the porch of our yesterday’s 
excursion. Not merely did the streamlet of the mea- 
/low and the pines and birches of the mountain-sides 
play well their several parts, but the very lichens, 
fungi, and other antiquarian vegetation, as I think it 
may be called, which clothed the rocks, conveyed a 
rich feeling of beauty. In passing a tall rock wBch 
started up by the way-side, with the date 1C99 inscribed 
•upon it, we were told by our attendant that^ li^e a 
dismal incident had taken ' place at. th^t;^ Two 
young* men, previously friends, beejune en^pflir^ of 
one damsel, the beauty of the , district, thezn 

both equally, she had fmled to repress the atteh^^ 
either, and they consequently became deadly 
They finally met at this spot, and fought in.tki 
manner of their class, till both:;^m m 
I Bh^i pdt ittempt to detaU tS^?^ 
this fprehbbn^jtp the Biund, a firlMp TOi^ 

.look dpVm itp^n the Teufer 0ruhd----Hbhj6hstiB^ 
(dd^fashibned village in the nmuntaias-r^anASbehi^^ 
mipther.: .t^enep. '■■■■ ■ Suffice liijtb/siyfftw 

■■■ aUvrwot’i^me- ■ well . worthy.':':^>^^ 

' . ■' they'.biybjf as-' 'tfeb-'epccial attracritmt 


tprritoty*! Let mo htmy on to the Bastei, wMcJt I had 
reserved SB the boniie boucAe of the day, beffig .hy far 
the fltieat example of that particular arrangement, of 
aceneir^i^hi^ the wonders of tlte B^oii 

3ohweiA^^^4^ a considerable way along a 

tame iflatea^; come to the verge of a sand- 

(riope cii|S hundred feet in elevation, at 

tlip the Elbe. Tlie effect is so 

stflothfig ks ffir epm^ to suspend the breathing 

of the beholder, and send a thrill through his frame. 
It is not a mere breast-work of cliif. On both hands 
otie see|^ a forest of pinnacles standing out os the 
yidettls of a winding range of precipices— a surprising 
result of that cubical fracture peculiar to the rock. The 
whole looks as if composed of some Titanic masonry. 
Sometimes a thin wall of living rock connects the 
advancing turret, with the great irregular curtain of 
precipice. Needle-eye apertures stiluo through some 
of the prominences. Giant columns are capped and 
feathered with shrubs which liave found their way 
where man cannot pass— adding bekuty to what would 
otherwise be only terrible. Man, however, lias cut 
passages and thrown perilous - looking bridges across 
parts of the wilderness of natural fortification, and 
tlius enabled himself to approach spots where, through 
tho loif^ stretch of time, no foot but that of the wild 
bird had been. Hete, too— for the truth must be told 
— ^he has contrived to furnish himself with the Cockney 
comforts of a restaurant and a * brass band,’ while 
enjoying the sublimities of nature. He turns from 
the ijleasing agony of a look down the clifl'to sip his 
coffee or relume his cigar, and is interrupted m a 
sdentifle meditation on the processes by which these 
wonders of physical geography have been created, by a 
cap held put for his contribution to the musicians. 

A conspicuous object through the whole of this day’s 
excursion was Konigstein, one of the loftiest of the 
isolated eminences formerly alluded to, and which has 
been taken advantage of as the site of a fortress, said 
to have hitherto resisted all efforts to reduce it. The 
writer of jl/urray’s Handbook tells us that it is fitted to 
convey an excellent idea of the hill fortresses of India. 
To a native of my own city who lias not been much 
from home, I would Bay, think of a fortress like Edin- 
burgh Castle, only twice the size, on the top of a liill 
as high'as Arthur’s Seat, and he will have some idea of 
tills grand stronghold of the Saxon monarchy, where 
the jewels of the royal fhmily are deposited in all tunes 
of clanger. The last attempt to reduce this castle was 
made hy Napoleon, who planted a battery against it 
upon a hill about three miles off. The distance was 
found to be too great to allow of the balls or bombs 
having any effect. After a long detour, and ferrying 
across the Elbe, wo drove up a long paved way which 
forms the approach to Konigstein, and by and by 
reached a platfonn of ground under the walls of the 
fortress, where we had to leave our confiage at a 
humble gasthof. Let tha reader imagine ; a lofty 
sandstone cliff, pared down to make it vertical, and . 
surmounted by Wtlemcnts and towers rising to the 
height of about a hundred and sixty feet. ^ 

On arriving at the gate we found it jealously guarded, 
and I had to send in my passport for the examhiatiou 
of the commander before wo cpnld obtaii^ admissioh. ' 
Uaring the tong half-hotir wliich wo were kej^t waiting, 

I observed that no person, man, womans or child, pass^ 
in or ofttt wimout a scrupulons locking of the gate^ At 
length an order came for bur admission ; but here a 
ohaiacteristic oftmrred. A young man; v 

who iimm his d]^;m have be^ a a tfident, 

^me tho; «lopi% way beside opr carri^: mSft g 
pleaded permission to join ns, in Mer m ri^ueot 
the exi^ko of sheh% the fortress^a ffie pf finir shili^l i 
:i^ing ^exiped'-'ton- each 

•■spny ^ 


.'that ■'te;Vaa;ttn ■ottmer;'' '-'Th^.^: took :th^"' 

tnattot :& good de4 thoi^ csool^^ ^ 
pjrhai)8, of the ji^lotiay df hi® batiye govetittttt^t;' 
Wo fouhd within It GUidbur tti.ng^ df 
occupied by a cbUilderable gwM 
mci a garden and grove of ttces. The vieurg 
bRttlemeu|g;y^ero auperb. The well we fbUnd to be th^ 
principal curiosity ; and it certainly is of no coniUibn 
character. ; itvj^netrates the living rook to the depth 
of above $b0 feet, of which sixty are ugUaliy occupied 
by wafer.- ^en our attendant poured iii a taiikardfUl 
of the deiUeUt, its swoofln^ noise iii descending was 
very cUribus, and 1 found, that nine seconds elap^ 
before we heard it strike the surface. A man then tbok 
a mirror, and ascending to an elevated point amldsi' 
the machinery over the well, held it in a particular 
manner with relation to the sun, which poured in its 
rays at one of the windows. It was some time before 
I understood the object: it was explained when our 
guide, drawing us fe tho^^tnrink Of the well, desired us 
to look down. WC thenij to our surprise, beheld the 
surface of the water 600 feet below as clearly as if it 
had not been twenty— the reflection of the sun from 
the mirror having penetrated the profound depth, and 
given the abyss the lucidity of day. I have rarely scoii 
so striking an effect produced by means so simple. 

liaviug thus completed the usual round of tlie 
wonders of the Saxon Schweiz, w6 had riothingto do 
but drive home in the cool of the evening, and talk 
over the incidentia of the day with our fiends in the 
hotel. We next inorning set out by the railway for 
Prague, unanimously acknowledging that the p(lcasant 
hotel of Schandau, and the beauties of the Hochland 
and of the noble Elbe, had rendered the two preceding 
days the most agreeable that had yet occurred in the 
course of our tour. 


THE POINT OF HONOUR. 

Onk evening in the autumn of the year 1842, seven 
persons, including myself, were sitting and chatting in 
a state of hilarious gaiety in front of Senor Ai-guellas’ 
country-house, a mile or so out of Santiago de Cuba, in 
the Eastern Intendencia of the Q^cen of the Antilles, 
and once its chief capital, when an incident occurred 
that as effectually put an extinguisher upon the noisy 
mirth as: if a bomb-shell had suddenly exploded at our 
feet. But first a brief account of those seven persons, 
and the cause of their being so assembled, will bo 
necessary. 

Three were American merchants^ Southerners and 
smart traders, extensively connected with the commerce 
of the Goipmbiaii Ar<diipelHgOt and dcsigniug to sail on 
tbeifeorrow, yind permitting, in the bark 

iV'i^tow^Stafkey, tnas 

«Nfeaica; oM^ a lie^eio^t fe the BponisU 
jiirttilery, and nepbew of our boat f another was a M. 

: ybung and rich br^le, of feingled^^i^ 

parentage, and the rented suitor for the 
. li§nd;: Antonia — >thQ daughter and sole hairoas - 

;if Se!^r Arguellas^’and withal a graceful and charndhff 
, midden o^i^lStbteen^ari^^ titatprecodouecHmei^ 

the slxtb was Calvin Starkey of tlfe; jt 

loo^ng; English seaman of abimf' 
:'ffed;;last ,wai^-^ya^.§: 

. Was ■.also, 


Uif hi Kingston. He was to be 
■ ^ Senora ^gu^llas, Antonia, the young 

lis^fenant, and H. Dupont. The Neptune had brought 
a cai^O 6f sUnd^ of hardware, cottons, 

fe Cubaj an^ about lialf^loden 

with gb^s. Amongst these, belonging to the American 
mei^nifetV^as a numb^ of gunpowder that 

had provefi un Cuba, and which, it was 

thought, might find a satisfoctoiy market in Jamaica. 
There was excellent cabin-* accommodation on board 
Captain Smrkey’s vessel, and as the weather was fine, 
and the passage promifed to be a brief as well as - 
pleasant one the wind having shifted to the north- 
west j with the intention it seemed of remaining there 
for somii time — we were all, as 1 have stated, in exceed- 
ingly good-Jjjiumour, and discussing the inttmded trip, 
Cuban, Aradricah, and European politics, the compara- 
tive merits of French and Spanish wines, and llavannah 
and Alabama cigars, with infinite glee and gusto. 

Tlio evening, too, was deliciously bright and clear. 
The breeze, pronounced by Captain Starkey to he 
rising to a five or six knot one at sea, only sufficiently 
stirred the rich and odorous vegetation of the valleys, 
stretching far away beneath us, gently to fan the 
heated faces of the party with its grateful perfume, and 
slightly ripple the winding rivers, rivulets rather, which 
everywhere intersect and irrigate the island, and which 
were now glittering with the myriad splendours of 
the intensely - lustrous stars that diadem a Cuban 
night. Nearly all the guests had drunk very freely 
of wine, too much so, indeed ; hut the talk, in French, 
wliicli all could speak tolerably, did not i)rofiiHe the 
calm glory of the scene, till some time after Senora 
Arguellas and her daughter had left us. The senor, 1 
should state, was still detained in town by business 
which it was necessary he should dispose of previous 
to embarking for Jamaica. 

‘Do not go away,* said Sonora Arguellas, addressing 
Captain Starkey, as she rose from her seat, ‘till I 
see you again. When you are at leisure, ring the son- 
net te 6n the table and a servant ■will inform me. ,1 
wish to speak further with you relative to the cabin 
arrangements/ 

Captain Starkey bowed. I had never, 1 thought, 
seen Antohia smilo so sweetly ; and the. two ladies left 
•us, I do not predscly remember how it came about, 
or what first led to it, but it was not very long before 
we were all conscious that the conversation had assumed 
a disagreeable tone. It struck me that possibly M. 
Dupont did not like tho expression of Antonia’s face ns 
she courtesied to Captain Starkey. The after-unplea- 
santness did not how(r\"er arise ostensibly from that 
cause. The commander of the Neptune had agn^ed to 
take several free-coloured families to Jamaica, where 
the services of the men, who M^ere reputed to he expert 
at sugar-cultivation, had been engaged at much higher 
wages than coi^ld be obtained in Cuba. Tho Amcric.an' 
^ntlcmcn had previously expresfed disapprobation of 
this- arrangeinent, and now began to be very liberal 
indeed sn^rs relative to Captain 

principles,* as they pleasantly termed 
that gentleman’s teiy temjieratc vindication of the right . 
of colour^ people to their-owh souls and bodies. This, 
however, yrould, I think, have passed off harmlessly, hfid 
it not been that the captain happened to mention, very 

I imprud^tly, that he bad once served as n midshipman 
! on bowl the EngJislr slave ^s^adron. This farmed 

Duct’s foieulde;^^ a ilame, and 

I I gathered tliat he had 

I 1^^ ifettn; the exertion s 'df that ibree. 

fiercely; The motives 
Of the slki^e^raffic were 

bitfemeis "oh', the-.-oiie-'j. 
defend!^ 'on^th^ ■ 
■ with whie-- 
what^|l>fey fei^irdid-^ 




MyDupont applied an epithet to the Qu^ of ISngl^d^ l 
which^instantly brought a glass of wine 
from the hand of Captain jStatiiiey. were all in 

an instant on their feet> and apiwrentiy i sohe]^^ 
nearly so, by the unfortumite issue of the wordy 
'■tumult. ■ 

Captmn Starkey was the ^rst to speali^ His flushed 
and augry features paled suddenly to an almost deathly 
white, and he stammered out: beg your pardon, 

M. Dupoht. It was wrong—very wrong in mo to do 
so, though not inexcusable,” • 

‘Pardon I Milh tonnerres/* shouted Bupont, who 
was capering about in an ecstasy of rage, and wiping 
his face with his handkerchief. ‘ Yes, a bullet through 
your head shall pardon you — nothing less ! ’ • . 

Indeed, according to the then notions of Cuban 
society, no other alternative save the duello appear^ 
possible. Lieutenant Arguellas hurried at, once into 
the liouse, and speedily returned with a case of pistols. 

‘ Let us proceed,* he said in a quick whisper, ‘ to the 
grove yonder ; we shall be there free from interruption.* 
He took Dupont’s arm, and both tq^ed to ynove off. 
As they did so, Mr Desmond, the eld^r of the American 
gentlemen, stepped towards Captain Starkey, who 
with recovered calmness, and with his arms folded, was 
standing by the table, and said ; ‘ 1 am not entirely, 
tny good sir, a stranger to these affairs, mid if I can 
be of service I shall * 

‘ Thank you, Mr Desmond,* replied the Knglish 
captain ; ‘ but I shall not require your assistance, 
l^ieptcnant Arguellas, you may as well remain. L am 
no duellist, and shall not flglit M. Dupont.* % 

‘ What docs he say ? * exclaimed the lieutenant, gazing 
witli stupid bewilderment round the circle. ‘ Not 
flght I * 

The Anglo-Saxon blood, I saw, flushed as hotly in 
the veins of the Americans as it did in mine at this 
exhibition of the white feather by one of our race. 
‘ Not flght, Captain Starkey !* said Mr Desmond with 
grave earnestness after a painful pause: ‘you whose 
name is in the list of the British royal navy, say this I 
You must'he jesting ! ’ 

* I am perfectly serious — I ani opposed to duelling 
upon principle.* 

‘ A coward, upon principle ! * fairly screamed Dupont, 
with mocking fury, and at the sanie tijoie sliaking his 
clenched fist at the Englishman. 

The degrading epithet stung like a serpent. A gleam 
of fierce passion broke out of Captain Starkey’s dark 
eyes, and he made a step towards Dupont, but reso- 
lutely checked liimself. 

* Well, it must be borne ! * I was wrong to offer you 
personal violence, although your impertinence certainly 
deserved rebuke. Still, I repeat 1 will not fight with 
you.* 

* But you shall give my friend satisfaction ! * exclaimed 
Lieutenant Arguellas, who w'as as much excited as 
Dupont; ‘or by Heaven I will post you as a dastard 
not only throughout this island hut Jamaica I* 

Captain Starkey for all answer to this menace coolly 
rang the sonnettej and desired the slave who answered 
it to inform Senora Arguellas that he was about to 
lcavc,'and wished to see her, ^ 

‘Tlie brave Englishman is about to pls^ Iflmself 
under the protection of your aunt’s petti^atis, Al- 
phonso I * shouted Dupont with triumphant mockery, 

‘I almost doubt whether Mr Starkey Is an EugUsh- 
man,* exclaimed Mr Desmond, who, as well «■ Ms tvm 
friends, was getting pretty much Incensed ; ^ a all 
events, as my father and mother were born and relied in 
the did country, if you presume to insinunto that?rrA 

Senora j^guellas at this moment approached and 
the irate American yrith some dilfficufty retrained 
himself. . The lady apjpeared , surp^idsed iji the 
aspect of the cpmpaJpy she had so lately JefL She, 
however; at the inquest of the captaM, iiwto leclvthe 


iviray io1;o the house, living the rest of visitors, as 
j^nch Ba.y, planth leu , ' . . 

minutes afterwards we were infbrme^ that 
CeptajA Starkey had left the house, after impressing- 
upon &noira Arguellas that the N^tune would sail tho 
next monfing precisely at nine oeidbk. A tetiewed . 
torrent of: rage, contempt, and scorn broke fddh at ! 
tins ahhopnoetnent, and a duel at one time seemed 
iiie vitablei between Lieutenant Arguellas and Mr 
Desmond; the last-named gentleinau manifesting great; 
mixiety to shdot somebody or oUkt in vindication of 
his Anglo-Saxon lineage. This, however, was oyer- 
ruleA and the party broke up in angry disorder. 

We were all on board by the appointed time on the 
following morning. Captain Starkey received us with; 
civil indifference, and I noticed that tlie elaborate sneers 
which sat upon the countenances of Dupont and the 
lieutenant did not appear in the slightest degxpo to 
ruffle or affect him ; but the averted eye and scornful 
air of Donna Antonia as she passed with Senora Ar- 
guellas towards the cabin, drawing her mantilla tightly 
round her as alio swept by, as if— -so I perhaps wrong-, 
fully interpreted the action — it would be soiled by 
contact with a poltroon, visibly touched him— only, how- 
ever, for a few brief moments. The expression of pain 
quickly vanished, and his countenance was as cold and 
stern as before. There was, albeit, it was soon found, 
a limit to this,^it seemed, contemptuous forbearance. 
Dupont, approaching him, gave his thought audible 
expression, exclaiming, loud enough for several of the 
prew to hear, and looking steadily in the captain’s face : 

* LdcJie ! * He would have turned away, but was arrested 
by a gripe of steel. ‘ Ecoutex^ monsieur,* ffaid Captain 
Starkey : ‘ individually, I hold for nothing whatever you 
may say ; but 1 am captain and king in this ship, and 
I will permit no one to beard me before the crew, and 
thereby lessen my authority over them. Do you 
presume again to do so, and I will put you in solitary 
confinement, perhaps in irons, till we arrive at Jamaica.* 
lie then threw off his startled auditor, and walked 
forwards. The x>assengers, coloured as w^ell as white, 
were all on board ; the anchor, already apeak, was 
brought home ; the hows of the ship fell slowly off, and 
we were in a few moments running before tho wind, 
though but a faint one, for Point Morunt. 

No one could be many hours on board the Neptunt' 
without being fully satisfied that, however deficient 
in duelling courage her captain might be, he was A 
thorough seaman, and that his crew— about a dozen of 
us fine fellows as I have ever seen — were under the - 
most perfect discipline and command. The service of 
the vessel was carried on as noiselessly and regularly 
as on board a ship of war ; and a sense of confidence, 
that should a tempest or other sea-peril overtake us, 
every reliance might be placed in tlie professional skill 
and energy of Captain Starkey, Was soon openly or 
tacitly acknowledged by all on board. The weather 
throughout liappily continued fine, but. tho wind was" 
light and variable, so that for several days after \ye 
had sighted the blue mountains of Jamaica, we scarcely 
appeal sensibly to diminish tho distance between 
them and us. At last the breeze again blew steadily . 
from the north-west, and we gradually neared Point 
Morant. We passed it, and opened up the bay at 
about two o*clock in tlie morning, when the voyage 
might be said to be over. This was a great relief to 
the cabin-passengers-r-far beyond the ordinary pleasure 
to land-fblk of escaping from the tedium of ootmuemeni 
on shlpbo^. There was agonstraint in the behaviour i 
of pvei^body thkt was exceediit^liy tmplea^ The i 
captain presided At table with wezing civility ; the 
cpiiversAtionf , if sdbh it could be called^ was usually 
restiicted to monosyllables ; and we were nJl Yory J 
heartilWglad that we had eaten Our last dMner in the 
iViejo^MW^ Point 
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of hoar oAiepwds 'Cimtain S^kejr ifent hetow, 
and was soon busy, 'I nnderstood, with papers in his 
^abin. ^or my part 1 was tod excited for sleeps and I 
continued to pace the deck fore and aft with Ut^wkins^ 
tlie lirst-niate, whose watch it was, eagerly observant 
of the ligixts on the weU*kxiown shore, that 1 had left i 
so many months before with but faint hopes of ever 
seoing it again, As I t^us gazed landward, a bright I 
gleam, as of crimson moonlight, shot across the dark I 
sea, and turning quickly round, X saw that it was I 
caused by a tall jet of flame shooting up from the main 
hatchway, which two seamen, for some purpose or 
other, had at the moment partially opened. Ip my 
still weak state, the terror of the sight — for tho recol- 1 
lection of the barrels of powder on hoard flashed 
instantly across my mind-^for several moments com- 
pletely stunned me, and but that I caught instinctively 
at the rattlings, 1 should have fallen prostrate on Hie 
dock, A wild outcry of ‘Fire! fire!’ — the most 
fearful cry that can bo hoard at sea — « mingled 
with and heightened the dizzy ringing in my brain, 
and 1 was barely sufliciently conscious to discern, 
amidst the runnings to and fro, and the incoherent 
exclamations of tho crow, tho sinewy, athletic figure of 
the captain leap up, os it were, from the companion- 
ladder to the dock, and with his Irumiiet-voiec^ com- 
mand immediate silence, instantly followed by tho 
order again to batten down the blazing hatchway. 
This, witli Ills own assistance, was promptly eflectiNd, 
and then ho disappeared down the tbrecastlo. Tho 
two or three minutes ho was gone — it could scarcely 
have been more than that-— seemed interminable ; and 
so completely did it appear to bo recognised that our 
fkto must depend upon liis judgment and vigour, that 
nut a word was spoken, nor a finger, I think, moved, 
till he reappeari^, already scorched and bluckoncd 
with the fire, and ilraggiug up what seemed a dead 
body in his arms. He threw liis burden on the deck, 
aud passing swiftly to where Hawkins stood, said in a 
low, hurried whisper, but audible to me : * Uun down 
and rouse tho passengt^rs, and bring my pistols from 
the cabin-locker. Quick! Ktemity hangs on tho loss 
of a moment.* Then turning to the startled but atten- 
tive seamen, he said in a rapid but firm voice; < You 
well know, men, that 1 would not on any occasion or 
for any motive deceive you. Listen, then, attentively. 
Yon drunken brute — ^lio is Lieutenant Arguellos* ser- 
vant— *has fired with his candle the spirits ho was 
stealing, and the hold is a mass of fire which it is 
useless to waste ono precious moment in attempting to 
extiuguish.* 

A cry of rage and terror burst from the crow, and 
they sprang Imptilsivoly towards the boats, but tho 
captain’s authoritative voice at once arrested their 
steps. ‘Hear me out, will you? Hurry and con- 
fusion will destroy us all, but with courage and steadi- 
ness evciy soul on board may bo saved before the 
flames can reach tho powder. And remember,’ he 
added, as he took his pistols from Hawkins and cocked 
one of them, ‘that I will send a bullet after any man 
,who disobeys me, and I seldom miss my aim. Kow, 
then, to your work— steadily, and witli a will t ’ 

It was marvellous to observe the influence his bold, 
eonddent, and commanding bearing and words had 
upon tlie men* The panic-terror that had seized them 
gave place to energetic resolution, and in an incredibly 
iliort space of time the boats were in the water. ‘ Well 
done, my fine ibUows I There is plenty of time, I 
again Ibur of ymi ’—and he named them— 

‘remaih wiit|k Three others jump into each of the 
hirge hqm jiiiN) into tho smuU oue> and biing them 
roiM JplNi landward side of Uie sldp. A rush Vould 
SifsUniie hoats>and we shall ho able to keep only ono 

'iSto paasex^u were by this tlmo rushing ujlb deck 
I' h aJIJ^ c l a d, and in a state of the wildest terror, for they 


all knew there was a large quantity of gunpowder on 
board. The instant the boats. touched the starboard 
side of the hark, tlie men, white as well as coloured, 
forced their way with frraziod eagerness before the 
women and children — oarcless, apparently, whom they 
sacrificed so that they might themselves leap to tlie 
shelter of ihel^ts from the fiery volcano raging honeatli 
their fbet. Captain Starkey, aided by tho four athletic 
seamen he had selected for the duty, hurled them 
fiercely bock. ‘ Back, back ! ’ he shouted. ‘ Wo must 
have funeral order hero — ^flrst the women and children, 
next the old men. Hand SenoraArguellas along; next 
the young lady her daughter i quick 1 ’ 

As Donna Antonio, more dead than alive, was about 
to bo lifad into the boat, a gush of flame burst up 
tlirough the main hatchway with the roar of an explo- 
sion; a tumultuous cry burst from tho frenzied pas- 
sengers, and they jostled each other with friglitiul 
violence in their c^orts to reach the gang^vay. Dupont 
forced his way through the lane of seamen with th(» 
energy of a madman, and pressed so suddenly upon 
Antonia that, bi^ for the utmost exertion of tho 
captains herculean strength, she must have been 
precipitated into tlie water. 

‘ Rack, unmanly dastard! back, dog ! ’ roared Captain 
Starkey, terribly excited by tho lady’s danger ; and a 
moment after, seizing Dupont fiercely by the collar, ho 
added: ‘ or if you will, look there but for a moment,' 
and ho pointed with his pistol-hand to the fins of several 
sharks plainly visible in the glaring light at but a few 
yards’ distance from tho ship. ‘ Men,' lie added, * let 
whoever presses forWinrd out of lus turn fall into the 
water.* 

‘Ay, ay, sir! ’ was the prompt mechanical response. 

This terrihlo menace instantly rcRtorcd order; the 
coloured women and children were next embarked, and 
the boat appeared full. 

‘ Pull off,’ was the ordsr : ‘ you arc deep enough for 
safely.’ 

A cry, faint as tho wail of a child, arose in the boat. 
It was heard and understood. 

‘Stav one moment; pass along Senor Arguellas. 
Now, tnen, off with you, and bo smart! * 

The next beat was quickly loaded ; the coloured lads 
and men, all but one, and tho three Americans, wciit in 
her. 

‘ You are a noble fellow,’ said Mr Desmond, pausing 
an instant, and catching at the captain’s hand ; ‘ and 1 
was but a fool to * 

* X^ass on,’ was the reply : ‘ there is no time to bandy 
complimoiits.’ 

Tho order to shove 6ff had passed the cajitain’a lips 
when his glance chanced to light upon me, as 1 leaned, 
dumb with terror, just behind him against the vessel’s 
bulwarks. 

‘ Hold on a motnont I * he cried. ‘ Hero is a youngster 
whose weight will not hurt you;’ and ho fairly lifted 
me over, and dropped me gently into tho boat, whisper- 
ing as he did so: ‘Remember me, Ned, to thy father 
and mother should X not see them again.* 

There was now only tlio small boat, enpable of 
safoly containing but eight persons, and how, it was 
whispered amongst us — how, in addition to the two 
seamen already in her, can she take off Lieutenant 
Arguellas, M« Dupont, the remaining cdfoured man, 
the four seamen, and Captain Starkey? They were, 
however, all speedily embarked except the captain. 

‘ Can she bear another ?’ he asked, and although his 
voice was firm aa ever, his countenance, 1 noticed, was 
aahy palcv yet foil as fiver of unswerving resolution. 

‘ Wo must, and will, sir, since it’s you ; but we are 
flangerenudy ovevctqwded now, especially with yon ugly 
Customora swimming round us*' 


Stay onAidfloinent; X cannot quit the slpp whilst 
there’s a living soul on board.’ He stepped hastilv 
forward, and presently reappeared at th^ gangway with 
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j^ And ^ogaih, 

abr^ted bteath Anid fwcliwiw ftar® At^ 
p«iel And fle^^g A ; 

^ of flame shot up from the hold 
iUow^ by A deafening roan t fell, ot wae knocked 
down^ khA^ loot whbh ; the boat foeked aa if, cAuj^ht 
in a- flerooV^djv^^^^ came the faite and BploaU of 
numerous h^Tf hbdies failing from a great height into 
the lirater ; and then the blinding glare and BtuUuihg 
Uproar were siusceeded by a Boundless silence and a 
thick darkness* in which no man could discern bis 
neighbour. The stillness was broken by a loud* cheers 
M hail from oxie of the pilot-boats : we recognised the 
Toice* and the simhltaneous and ringing shout which 
burst from ns assured the gallant seaman of our own 
safety, and how exultingly we all r^oiced in his. Half 
an hour afterwards we were safely landed ; and as the 
ship and cargo had been specially Insur^, the only 
ultimate evil result of this fearfhl passage in the lives 
of the passengers and crew of the Nqttme was a heavy 
loss to the underwriters. % ; 

A piece of plate, at the suggestion of Mr Pestnond 
and his friends, was subscribe for and presented tO 
Captain Starkey at a public dinner given at Kingston 
in his honour — a circumstance that many there will 
remember. In his speech on returning thanks for the 
compliment paid him* he explained his motive for 
resolutely declining to flght a duel with M. Pupont, 
half-a-dozen versions of wliich had got into the news- 
papers. *1 was very early left an orphan,* he said, 

‘ and was very tenderly reared by a maternal aunt, 
Mrs * (He mentioned a name with which hun- 

dreds of newspaper readers in England must be still 
familiar.) * Her husband — as many here may be aware 
— fell in a duel in the second month of wedlock. My 
aunt continued to live dejectedly on tiU 1 luid 
{lasscd my nineteenth year ; and so vivid an impression 
did the patient sorrow of her life make on me— so 
thoroughly did 1 learn to loathe and detest the bar- 
barous practice that consigned her to a premature 
grave, that it scarcely required the solemn promise she 
obtained from me, as the last sigh trembled on her lips, 
to make me resolve^ never, under any circumstances, 
to fight a duel. As to my behaviour during the unfor- 
tunato conflagration of the iV^fttne, which my friend 
Mr Desmond has spoken of so flatteringly, 1 can only 
say that I did no more than my simple duty in the 
matter. Both he and I belong to a maritime race, one 
of whoso most peremptory maxims it is that the 
captain must be the last man to ^nit or give up hie 
ship. Besides, I must have been the veriest dastard 
alive to have quailed in the presence of— of— that is, 
in the presence of— circumstances which-^in point of 
fact — that is *- — ^ Here Captain Starkey Ijlushed and 
boggled sadly : he was evidently no orator ; but whether 
it was the sly signiflconco of Senor Argudlas* Connte- 
uance, which just then liappencd to be turned towards 
him, or the glance he threw at the gallery where Senora 
Arguellos* grave placidity and Donna Antonia*6 bright 
eyes and blushing cljeeka encountered him, that so 
completely put him out, I cannot say ; but he continued 
to stammer painflilly, although the compahy cheerod ; 
and laugh^ with great vehemence and uncominoii 
good - humour, in order to gi ve him time. He could i 
not recover himself ; and after floundering about 
through a few more unintelligible sentenceB sat down, ' 
evidently very hot and ‘unoomfbrtable, though amidst 
a Uttie hurricane : of hearty clieers and Ifllarjous 
'laughlei% .4 

I have but a few m<ne VEicnds to say. Ckiptfdfr 
Starkey haa been long s^led at the Havaiu 
Xtonxm Autemm has been just as long Mrs 
Three litlfe; Sfrfrke^ have toViuy kh0Wledge-i||<^ 
n,'Und'''friL^;:C^toih:'fr aitogeihet 


. - . 

^ . . 


the still senseless body of thC lieutenant's seryiml 
arms, and dropped it ove^ the aide into thi|:.b^t; Them 
was a cry of indignation, biit it was of bu aVAih^ 
boat's rope the next instant was cast into the water. 

‘ Now pull for your lives I * The oars, from the inAtiiict 
of self-preservation, instantly frll into the ^atcr, and the 
boat sprang off. Captain Starkey, now toat all except 
himself were clear of the buihi^ ahip, gazed eagerly 
with eyes shaded with his hand in the) di^ 
shore. Presently he hailed the beAdmbst boat* ‘ We 
must have been seen from ago, and 

pilot-boats ought to bC opmihg out, though I don't see 
any. If you meet one, bid hiih be smart: there may 
be a chance yet.* All this scene, this long agony, 
which has taken me so many words to depidSvery im- 
perfectly from my own recollection, and those of others, 
only lasted, I was afterwards assured by Idr Desmond, 
eight minutes from the embarkation of Sehora Arguel- 
las till the last boat loft the ill-fated 

Never shall I forget the frightful sublimity of the 
spectacle presented by that flaming ship, the sole object, 
save ourselves, discernible amidst thg vast and heaving 
darkness, if I may use the term, of the night and 
ocean, coupled as it was with the dreadful thought that 
the heroic man to whose firmness and presence of mind 
we all owed our safety was inevitably doomed to perish. 
We had not rowed more than a couple of hundred 
yards when the flames, leaping up everywhere through 
the deck, reached the rigging and tlie few sails setj 
presenting a complete outline of the bark and her 
tracery of masts and yards drawn in lines of Are ! 
Captaiu Starkey, not to throw away the chance lifD 
spake of, had gone out to the end of the bowsprit, 
liaving first let the jib and foresail go byiiie run, and 
was for a brief space safe from the flames; but what 
was this but a prolongation of the bitterness of death ? 

The boats continued to increase tlie distance be- 
tween them and the blazing ship, amidst a dead silence 
broken only by the measured dip of the oars; and 
many an eye was turned with intense, anxiety shore- 
ward with the hope of descrying the expected pilot. 
At length a distinct hail— and 1 felt my heart stop 
beating at the sound — was lieard ahead, lustily 
responded to hy the seamen's throats, and presently 
afterwards a s\tlftly- propelled pilot-boat shot out of 
the thick darkness ahead, almost immediately followed 
by another. 

‘Wliat ship is that?' cried a mcm standing in the 
bows of the first boat. • 

‘The Neptune^ and that is Captain Starkey on the 
bowsprit!' 

I sprang eagerly to my feet, and with all tlie force I 
could exert, shouted : ‘ A hundred pounds for the 
first boat that reaches the ship ! ’ 

‘That’s young Mr Mainwariiig's face and voice!* 
exclaimed the foremost pilot. ‘ Hurra, then, for the 
prize!' and away both sjied with eager vigour, but 
imaware certainly of the peril of the task. In a 
^inute or so another shore-boat came up, but after 
asking a few questions, and seeing hoiv mtters stood, 
remained, and lightened us of a portion pf our living 
cargoes. We were all three too deep in the mter, tlto 
small boat perilously 86. 

Great G# I the terrible suspense we aU felt whilst 
this w'as going forward. I can scamly bear« eveii now, 
to think about it. I shut my eye% i|nd Ih^ed with 
breathless, palpitating oxdteaient for the explosion 
that should end all. It came !-rriit , least T thp^ht it 
did, and I sprang convalsiyely to jny s^si- 

tive was my brain, p^ly ho doubt from 
ness as well as fright, that 1 misti ' 
shout of the boats’ crOws for tjbe drOa 
The bowsprit, from the end of 
dangling, was empty t and both p 
d^btless of the danger^ wpre pulUhg 

j;- i-i— ■■ -I.-,*— 
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ness c^frar fl^m the ship. 
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ai lrde an Engljs^niaii, 

Victoria, # ^ 

Cuban crebl^^ji 
Dupont ; ante to t«il"^ 

LicutOninii At^oUns rank of niajw : 

at BUjpoie lie Majo» Argi^liag 

to be 8ligb% wounded In tbo late; 
btUjaiieering A^ 1 also am pretty 

;n9w> th^;:3rbu|'' ;v^ • 

A GENTLEHAir, Mr Butter of Black Bock, BrigWn, 
has recently iniren tod a magnetoscope of such extreroe 
delicacy, that it is cApable of indicating plainly to the 
Bight the existence of magnetic currents which would 
appear to be constantly traversing the human liramc, 
and the various modifications of them which itfc 
produced by circumstoncea apparently of a totally 
insignificant chaiECter-^such even as contact with the 
dead objects and living people around us. < 

The invention of the instrument is undoubtedly Mr 
Butter*s, so far as it is an invention at all. However, 
many of the phenomena produced by the apparatus, 
and the principle of the arrangement, were introduced 
to the notice of the English public several months ago 
by Dr Mayo. No doubt many who read his work thought 
too contemptuously of the apparently fabulous phono* 
mena there said to be producible, to take the trouble 
of putting the matter to the test of experiment, even 
though nothing was required, if 1 reinombor right, than 
to string a gold ring bn a silken thread, let it hang 
loosely and freely from the human hand, and watch the 
results. In this form, however, it was a mere toy, 
Mr Butter has made of it a philosophical instrument. 

Tlie following account is drawn up from notes taken 
at a lecture on the instrument given in London by Dr 
Madden of Brighton,* 

1. Erom a stand fixed firmly to the table there rises 
pei’pendicularly a rod of wood, say eighteen or twenty 
inches high, having a brass knob on ‘ the top. From 
the knob projects at right angles with the upright a 
brass arm, say nine inches long, tapering to a fine end. 
2. A fine silken filament is attached to oiic end of a 
small spindle-shaped piece of sealing-wax like a fisher- 
man^s float — but the shape is not material. This is 
hung from the extremity of the brass arm ; and the 
line being merely a raw thread tfken from, the eoepon, 
there is ho twist or tendency to turn in it, but the 
plumbbb hangs free to vibrate or circulate, or adopt 
any motion in obedience to the infinitesimal influences 
f which are to act upon it. 

Immediately underneath the centre of the bob is a 
small circular wooden plate, say four inches in diameter, 
f so made as to be fixed in a liorixontal portion, higher 
br ibwer^^^ is, nearer to or farther ftom 
boinit of tbe bob On this is placed a glass dish, rather 
less thim ihb on, and ab^ut as d^p 

the bob is ^ tablet is thb^ mbred upwa^k^ 

until the lower end of tha bob abnost touches the oentre 
Of the glaBs hanging dobu InM 


string to pass 

throujdii-; ; 

; The appoii&s bei^ and the sealing- 

wak b^ hatiging dead fbbm the brass ardt, and all parts 
the^^^ finger and thumb of 

his right hand upon the bfass knob, and almost without 
any peiceptlbte iii^yal the bob was evidently moved ; 
in a few se(x>nd8 it ?w an efibrt to 

swing rounte knd in less than a minute was steadily 
careering iiPa t^cie sides of the glass 

dish, the lower end of the bob tracing a circle of per- 
haps two Inches in diameter, or the size of a crown- 
’pieoe, from left to right, qs the hands of a watch move. 
The lecturer said he would call this the normal motion, 
being that whidi was invariably produced, at least 
after some practice; but it was a curious fact, and as 
yet unaccountable, that many of the movements were 
different with different individuals — that tliey were 
often even different with a given individual on first 
experimenting and after considerable practice ; but that 
there came a time when an operator could depend on 
the movement peculiar to himself occurring without 
exception. Tins loft -to -right movement invariably 
occurred however often the experiment was made, tlic 
hob invariably beginning to swing with the sun a few 
seconds #fter the ax>plication of the finger and thumb 
to, the knob. He stated, too, that many exxx^riments 
which at first were difficult, or gave dubious results, 
became sure and unvarying as the operator increased 
in delicacy by practice, 

Tlic mode of stopping the movement is by taking a 
piece of bone in tlie left hand, when the motion gra- 
dually slackens and ceases; With Mr Butter the bob 
will stop almost immediately, but with Dr Madden the 
time occupied is tediously long, and therefore more 
forcible means w^ere on the present occasion employed 
when it was wished to commence a new experiment. 
The lecturer, however, shewed an equally satisfacUory 
exiKsriment. Placing the finger and thumb of the right 
hand to the knob, and holding a piece of bone in the 
left, no movement whatever could be produced : on 
dropping the bone from his palm, the bob was instantly 
sri/Tee4 and in a few seconds once more traced out the 
uorinal circle. 

When only the^n^rer was applied to the knob, tho 
bob sot up, hot a circular but a to-and-fro movement, 
like a clock pendulum. On stopping it and applying 
the thumb only, a similar peudulation was produced, 
but in a directioiT directly across and perpendicular to 
the former. Tho direction of the swing for finger and 
thumb respectively was; alway s the some, however often 
the ex|torunettt might be tried — that is, calling the 
Erection for the finger N. and S., that for the thumb 
was K ahd W. ; and if while the finger was producing 
the N*. and $. sw^^^ the thumb was substituted, the 
bob was ihst^ so to speak— and 

shuffled its^ Into and W. direction.* 

While the lecturer held the knob by his finger and 
thumb, a standing by touched the operator's 

left hahd iiFith kis 6wn righ^ instead of a circular 
meiioi^ was produced; but in a 

Onthis achain 

W^as forint present joining hands, 

And 0 the arc of oscillation 

' ihen^^ for as the aides of 

;;the i^h^^ fe^ mpre^lutnd^ and it 

'.flf the - bys&nfierl^fbnehSd 






effect was produced aa If the ox|^liiieiiteriouch^ 
jpstruraent ivitlx his ! finger bhly, : md so with & 
thumb. ■■ ■■^'‘■■' ' .;./■' 

Now came an cxtraoi^hary imd ntjrs^Hbi^^ 
the subject. The lecturer stated- that US while the 
operator’s finger and thumb'were prpdudng the left^tp- 
right movement, a woman wei^ to tpu^h hu^ 
the bob would immediately r^iise to j^ocecd xii the 
normal direction, and be carried rdund in the opposite 
direction— right to left. No ladies were present, but the 
lecturer stated that any thing Which hittl ten worn or 
Ccarricd about by a female for a length of tftrie, or even 
a letter written by one, would do as well. Incredible 
as this may seem, it was put to the proof and suc- 
ceeded. The instrument being at rest, th% operator 
placed his right hand on the knob, and a letter written 
by a lady was laid in the palm of his left, when tlie 
bob immediately commenced a circular movement from 
right to left. This was tried with several documents, 
one of which was of the date of September 27th, 
twenty -four days previous. One of these experi- 
ments was startling, and touches on a disputed and 
much-vexed question ; but we maf venture to state 
what really occurred. One letter placed on the hand 
produced an apparent indecision on the part of the bob 
to such ah extent that the lecturer ‘gave it up:* he 
could not tell what sex the writer was. It proved to 
be a woman ; but the writing had been penned w'hile in 
the mesmeric sleep, on which the lecturer remarked, 
that Mr Rutter had already ascertained the fact of the 
disturbing influence exerted by a somnambulist. 

The remainder of the experiments were i)erformod 
with a particular object, as it was imagined that the 
phenomena now first exhibited had an important 
bearing upon the homoeopathic law and practice of 
healing. But the interest of the experiments is not 
confined to those who have this in view ; and the most 
anti-homoeopath, at all events, must be indebted to the 
iKjterodox practice for the* means of performing some 
of the most curious of all the experiments — means 
unattiiinable elsewhere, and which were provided for a 
purpose altog(‘ther different from the present, and there- 
fore all the more beyond suspicion. We allude to the 
honioitopathic globules, attainable in any quantity from 
the clieinists. These are simply little pills of white 
1 sugar, over which has been poured a tincture of that 
medicine with which it is desired to saturate them. 
This tincture may be of any potency or dilution, and 
the globules are named accordingly. Thus a drop of 
the strong, original, or mother tincture, say of bella- 
donna, is diluted and thoroughly mixed with ninety- 
nine drops of fluid. One drop of the mixture is taken 
out, and of course contains a 100th part of a drop of 
belladonna. This is diluted and thoroughly mixed with 
ninety -nine drops more of fluid. One drop of this 
mixture is taken ouc, and of course contains a 100th 
part of a 100th part , of a drop of l)elludonna-^tliat 
is, the 10,000th part of a drop. This is diluted and 
thoroughly mixed with ninety-nine drops more of fluid. 
One drop of this mixture is taken out, and of course 
contains the 100th part of the 10,000th part of a' drop 
of belladonna— that is, the l,000,00Qth part. Suppose 
this process proceed^ with to the twelfth, or still 
more, to the ridrtieth time, and ir; ^ 
stood how many were impressed with the idea that 
a drop of such a preparation could not jpossibly 
contain any appreciablo quantity of bella^nna* cer- 
tainly none that could act, for good or Ul# ; pn the 
animal economy. But these preparatipns 
and material compared li^ith tbe diltttipna.^vp^^tMcicss 
often resorted to, where thirtjr is the 

chemist manipulates Op to fauhidreqS, and evei^; thou- 
sands. No wonder that men pooh-pobhed^ and declared 
that iii a . drop of sudi a fiuid| and stUt^l^ 
in a glpt^le of sugar moistened with a veipy 
tioh of sud£ drop, there could be po beUadonna' ftt ml- 


I' of thfiinlnira<der proceeded ' 

right ■■.hapdjon 

globules sugar were jdaoed op Ms leit pdlm i 

but whatever was produced by the angm/ the 

directrthpclslm movement taking place as u8uiii,:-;;WcT-- ' 
the substituted one globule of sulphur,' r; 

30th and the motion was at once reversed. |n 

conseqnehce of a question from a gentleman present, as 
tlie lecturer was about to proceed with a new substanbO^ 
he made the followmg curious ^atement : that he had 
been trying the maghetoscopo with gold, and it struck 
him ps strange that the gold ring on his left hand 
appeared inert^ while that which he licld acted. But 
on putting by the ring for a short time, it was found to 
influence the instrument like any other specimen. He 
had found, too, a similar difference with newly-atloptcd 
garments tmd such as had been long worii— as though 
articles in time became saturated with an individuars 
electricity, and became a i)art of himself. 

A globule of the 20,()00th, and another of the d6,000th 
snip, produced no effect ; but one of the 7000th acted 
immediately. 

A trituration was then tried. One grain of arsenic | 
had been rubbed down with ninety-nine grains of mg^r- 
of-milJk. A small portion of this was placed on the left 
palm, and caused the pliimbob to stop ; but on a bouo 
counter being also placed on the palm, the normal 
movement from left to right ensued, as if nothing had 
been there. It will be remembered that the effbet of 
the bone is to stop the circulation of the plumbob, and 
that of the arsenic is also to stop it. The arsenic alone 
! succeeds in doing so ; yet when the eflbrt of the bone, 
m Me same (Urcccion^ is added to it, they nullify iustead 
of assisting eimh other, and the influence of the right 
hand is exerted as if the left held nothing at all. This 
certainly is curious, whatever we may think of its 
bearing on the homoeopathic dogma : ‘ f$imitia similibus 
cw^antur * — of which more anon. 

A globule of arsenic of the 40,000lh dilution was 
tried, and stopped tiie motion. 

On placing a globule of Bryonia (20th) in the left 
palm, a pendulum -motion was produced in a lino 
running N.W. Calcarco-carbonica produced a N. and 
S. pendulum; iodide of potassium a N.E. ; muriate of 
ammonia, an oscillation in a long, narrow ellipse lying 
N. and S. ; sulp. and mercury both gave a reverse 
circular motion. 

Be it remembered, Isf, That, however the direction 
and character of these movements altered, yet they 
were invariably the same for the same substance— 
insomuch that the operator, having one of the globules, 
taken at random from any box, placed by a bystander 
on his left palm, could, from the figure described by 
the bob and its direction, pronounce what medicinal 
substance the sugar contained ; 2d, That the vibra- 
tions here spoken of w'cre not mere incipient agitations 
of the bob, to winch a wish to believe gave a positive 
character, but fcona-^'rfe swingings to and so that 
the arc described by the lower end of the bob was 
perhaps more than two inches long. 

It will be seen that this new branch of magnetolopr, 
though here shewn in more or less connection with 
homceopathy, and with what lias hitherto been known as 
animal magnetism, has no nece^ary dependence on 
these pro^ibed subjects ; neither are there the diffi- 
culties of proof and the apparent openness to ftaud, 
and thO consequent disinclination of many to experi- 
ment^ which attend : the latter. The op^nents of 
these systeins are apt to* regard ove^thin^^^^^.'^^^ 
succeeds a# a oolhri^ or on accident, and ; cy^y 
failure as, a "daittBatory proof; imd the repug^^ 
even to %ileriment is extreme. Here the student inay 
acquaint himself with phenomqi^ as curidu^ ai 
first thought as incredible, \|ks imy 
the }Bdigbaht'''1^ 





.tf#? -rr •; 






i 

ft 



vhlfijjuiT 
«stib1i$lie4^:i 
!^tmkftiiit^';‘€ 


by the 

V niat(^$l 

or illuBion. ; 
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I)tr^ and^ j^^ knoiiii other cturates 

Wet ahd Sm Nati^ 6f Navarto. 

Only thtee dayi ;i!n!^^ hoard an Oxford clerh and 
‘ afternoon leotuifefe of the aamo pedantic data dia- 
conrae to ,a droyay congregation in terms moat prolixi 
pletlioric, polyayllabici about absti^t dogmas, and'what 
I fear Mr Carlyle vould impatiently call * aupervenient 
moonshine *-*the entire homily bdng A 1 of the kind, 
and disposing me (such was the only ‘practical infe« 
rence' I culled fh>ra it) to be more leniently disposed 
towards the aforesaid Kayarrese ciirate, whom, sooth to 
say, 1 had been wont to set down in my prirate opinion 
as on unmitigated bore. Those who could toil through 
his '^ilassico-barbarous conuntmings with Holofenies the 
schoolmaster, were' welcome to tlieir labour of lore: 
to me it was lore’s labdur loat« Tet, on reading again 
the sayings and doings of the reverend pedant, I liked 
him better, esteemed him more respectfully, and Wgan 
to think he might fill a pulpit as meritoriously as some 
living divines 1 know, who count it an honour to be 
wholly unread in Shakspeare, and of course absolutely 
ignorant of the more existence, ideal or actual, possible 
or preterite, of such a clerical brother as poor Sir 
^Nathaniel. , ^ 

This ‘good master i^son,* as Jaquenetta ealls him, 
is, with all his scholasticism, a sociable, kindly-disposed, 
o^n- hearted creature. He relishes sport— such as 
deer-hunting— when conducted decently and in order, 
and approvingly criticises it as ‘ very reverend sport, 
truly ; and done in the testimony of a good conscience.’ 
When Dominie Holofernes is ‘to dine to-day* at the 
bouse of one of his scholars, and, in the pride of liis 
heart, makes bold, ‘on the privilege he has with the 
pajents of the aforesaid child dr pupil’ (the sort of 
privilege Abel Sampson might have exercised at EUan- 
gowan), to invite Sir Kathanid foo-T^undertaking his 
ben venutOf * if, before repost, it shall please liim to 
gratify the table with a grace’ — ^liow benignantly Sir 
Nat accepts the summons to a ‘spread,’ and how preg- 
nantly ho moralises on the benefits of convivial 
relaxation I Saith Holofernes : ‘ 1 beseech your society.’ 
Maketh answer Sir Nat: ‘And thank you too; for 
'Society, saith the text, is the happiness of life.’ A 
very whoiesome text, your reverence; even though 
you might not give chapter and verso for ,it. No bilious 
recluse is tills pastoral worthy; no pal^ pinched -up 
Lenten starveling; no cadaverous ascetic, whoso phiz 
at a dinner-party would bo equivalent to a death’s head. 
He loves, dp^ Sir Natlianiel, to move among his parish- , 
ioners'--^to bold -kindly intercourse ^th them, and repay 
with the weighty bullimi of learned speech the good fare 
i they pross upon him. He has bowels^ look you, and is 
simply ah miatpmy of a man. He is warmed and 
ppbled by tlm same summer and winter as his fellow- 
Ch!riitii|hs^fe^ same fiM— subject to the same 

dittosseiii , If you tickle him he witllau^ though with 
. soinewbat pc^eitoiis and deliberate cachinnatiph, as 
becomes his yesars and IHs sel^cpniplacency as; 

0 scholar is hanidessly He idyes to be called 

a booktoaii by Ctoddmito BuBy and yeairiu ^ 
uassiito^ toat wortb^ - twice- sod shhpBclty.’^^ 
:rastic Ighmhihoe.' Sdth:;ihe'''^i:^^ 
V:f 8ii:.:'.he"'hath ^hever. -ikd 'djCj 
t( are bred in n^k *, he hath 
;Vbe not d^hk ink f Mb ihidleejt ! 





is imt is only hn animal, only sensible 

Idnd set before uSf ihi^ we thankful 

(WMeb we^' ^ are) for those parts that 

. do fmetify in us 


cUtote*k nuiriiUity and magnanimity are beautiful ; 
mt^t exemplary bis appreciation of liis own superioelty, 
and his readiness to suggest excuses for inferior genius. 
He is not ed^iouB of the transcendent abilities of his 
companion and parish schoolniaster Holofernes— a still 
greater dominie than that rcmpwned veteran of ‘ Sweet 
Auburn,’ whose academic qualifications Goldsmith sums 
up by telling us ihat 

— — ‘ In arguing, too, the parson owned his skill, 

For evgn though vanquiBhed he could argue still; 
While coords o/ learned length and thundering sound 
Amafeed the gaping rustics ranged around ; 

And still they gatod, and still the wonder grew, 

That one small head should carry all he knew.’ 

<■ 

SirNathariiel unreservedly eulogises the conversational 
powers of the dominie, as displayed at the dinner they 
duly honoured with their presence : — ‘I praise Gf>d for 
you, sir *, your reasons at ainner have been sharp and 
sententious ; pleasant without scurrility, witty without 
afibetatipn, audacious without impudency, learned 
witoout opinion, and strange without heresy.’ He has 
a keen zest for the dominie’s choice of words, and takes 
out his table-book with the air of Mr Pickwick him- 
self, to note down whatever strikes him as ‘ a most 
singular and choice epithet in fact, he is a little awed 
by the multifarious knowledge and philologic acumen 
of his learned friend, who is certainly the profoimder 
scholar of the twain. They have both, as that witty 
juvenal, Moth, observes, * been at a great feast of lan- 
guages, and stolen the scraps or as Costard phrases 
it, ‘ they have lived’long in the alms-basket of words.’ 
Sir Nathaniel cannot bend the bow of Holofernes : his 
learning is of a baser stamp ; has atljectivcs are of fewer 
syllables ; his critical skill is comparatively crude and 
unoxcrcised. He is but ‘a foolish mild man,’ as one of 
his parishioners describes him — ‘ an honest man, look 
you, and soon dashed I He is a marvellous good neigh- 
bour, in sootb, and a very good bowler.* But away 
^om the bowling-green, and the paxishioner’s pudding- 
time, and the schoolmaster’s society, this honest man 
is ‘ soon dashed.’ 

Of this he exhibits a melancholy instance when 
undertaking to enact the part of Alexander the Great 
in the pageant of the ‘ Nine Worthies.’ The hedge- 
priest, as Biron flippantly calls him, is to' come forth, 
armed in complete steel, as the personator of the old- 
world conqueror. Surej^ they might have given his 
reverence another r^e. Signal is his failure in attempt- 
ing the Btalwaxt Macedonian. He launches out boldly, 
and with considwable histrionic promise: 

* When in the wPrld Hived, I was the world’s commander; 
By east, westV north, and south, 1 spread my conquering 
might:;/ - ' 

My ’scutoheou j^aan declaim that t am Alisandor’— 

bttthere, alas t the dismays the 

magpificOf and W Ins part. They have 

^put it out of his head I toey have ravelled the thread 
Of his discourse. He must begin again at the tegin- 
pibg, if he is to do it at alh i&ies begto again, with 

hut theto’s ho h^|i^ a quizsScal audience, 

iHto its per- 

somditidk^^^:: is fain ^ retreat 

from siudi i from his senses and from 

noisy 
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conqueror, and aMid to speak !^rah away fbr aham% 
AUsander;’ Which AUsander incontinently : 
tard the while covering hia rotl^at with t}ie M 
gent apology s ; * He is a marvellous good neighhour, in’ 
sooth, and a veiy good bowier|;; hut $>r Alisaiider^ 
alas I you see how ^tiS'— a Uttie 
the villa^rs did not giggle nekt Sunday when the 
curate, who had thus been ‘a little o^e^rtedi’ d 
the week, stepped demurely garb 

and mien so incompatible with those of Philip’s warlike 
sons and We hope tlmt, for the future^ when Sir 
Nathaniel wanted secular recreation, he sti^k to nlae* 
pins, and abjured the ‘Nine Worthies.* 

We could have relished furtlier acquaintance than is 
vouchsafed us with the vicar of the Forest of Atdeh, 
Sin Oliver Mar-text.* The pastor of such a momland 
district — the shepherd of such sheep as Ooriii and 
Silvius, of that deliciously simple hind, William, who 
suffers Touchstone to bully him with such forgiving 
good-nature, and of those aylvan nymphs, Plielra and 
Audrey — must have been a mau worth knowing, and 
worth talking to, *patula> recUbana sub tegmiue fagi.’ 
He may, like Berkeley, have had efeiy virtue under 
heaven for all we know ; but we only regard him as a 
butt for Touclistone’s wit-^fbr tlie archery whereof he 
steps forward, presents an uniUnching broadside, and, 
luiving received the shaft, forthwith retires; and wo 
lose sight of him for once and aye amid the umbtageous 
glades of his romantic parish. He is a good rubrician, 
however, and stickles for canonical order in the projected 
espousals of Touchstone and Audrey; and that in a 
stanch spirit of orthodoxy, Which inclines us to resent 
the disrespect of Jaques, who dissuades the jester fVom< 
being ‘ married under a bush, like a beggar’ — Jaques 
ought to have known better than to slur the ‘m^n- 
choly boughs * and ordained clergy of tlie Forest of 
Arden— and bids Mm ‘ get to church, and have a good 
priest that can tell what marriage is ;’ insolently adding, 
‘this fellow will but join you together as they join 
wainscot; tlicn one of you will prove a shrunk panel, 
and, like green timber, warp, warp.’ Quite exemplary, 
and almost touching, is the meek firmness of the gotxl 
vicar under this provocation. ‘ ’Tis no matter,’ quoth 
he ; ‘ ne’er a fantastical knave of them all shall fiout mo 
out of my calling.* Jaques treats his reverence as 
though lie were the drunken, red-nosed, disreputable 
Fleet parson Mmself. But Audrey, kind soul I has a 
conviction— Audrey is a bit of a low-churchwomah, wo 
fancy — that, ‘ faith, the priest was good enough, for all 
the old gentleman’s saying.’ But Touchstone silences 
her protest by his newly-acquired scruples in matters 
ecclesiastical, having become quite severe in his views 
of spiritual functions ; aiid assures his buxom bride 
that the sMd vicar is ‘a most wicked Sir Oliver, 
Audrey; a most vile Mar-text.* Perhaps ’twas as well, 
after all, that Sir Oliver was not again dragged forth 
from his bosky manse to encounter Touchstone’s rail- 
lery, for which, we fear, his limited experience and 
I recluse habits bod indifferently prepaid him. In 
personal phmique he may have been ample and sub- 
I stantial as Thomson’s ‘round, fat, oily man of God;’ 
but we only know that, athwart the copses,; of lealy 
Arden, he comes like a. shadow, and so depsxtSf 
Turn wo now to a third member of the SMikspearian 
clerical guild— to that notable, laughable^ lovable 
piece of good -himiour and bad g?mmmar/ S]^ Huo» 
EvANS.f Not long since I was doomed to h him 
and Shakspeare (as responsible for Mm) abused by— ^ 
.credite a Welsh parson! by a gentletnaj^^^^^^l^ 

found in statistics of the pburt of Arches, ^uite 
aw /aifupon the legality of synodical action, indig- 
nant with every latitudiuarion, lay dr deriCi who.oould 
read, much more quote, the Bara of Avon. 


he^^;;:wh0sd-, dlifo6urse^::lto^^ .results,::: 

re#nai^ me of onr 

4dien*i ;qxi: .the 

".•The.' .parson taking and ;tndsr sweepsr--^:>^> 
Kpw lkar|>iDg on tno chutch wmiaisBiohers,^^^ 

, ■ Now hawking at geplogy and sehisni/ 

Shockin^y did I scandalise my fHend— a peppety 
Welshinan witbat-^by sng^stlng tlmt Sir Hugh Evfms 
might deserve a pteo in the calendar as much as some 
of the wortliies therein canonised. Sir Hugh, notwith- 
standing Ms ‘ little affeir ’ with that choleric foreigner. 
Hr Caius) is radically a pbaoemake^ and as such has 
some recognition among the bearitudes. He is unequi- 
vocally a good creature— overflowing with the nsilk, 
the very cream, of human kindness ; one who loves 
sincerity and truthfolness ; with a nature os fresh, 
fragrant, mellow as a Windsor pear. Act the firsts 
scene the first, sentence the first of the ‘Merry Wives’ 
introduces him in the earnest attitude of a behevoloht 
make-peace, a kindly mediator, a persuader of one who 
will not be persuaded — namely, fiissy Justice Shallow, 
He loves to see his parishioners dwcUing in unity. He 
has fine stores of remonstrance for litigious folks— and 
Shallojv is as litigiously disposed as Peter Peebles him- 
self; or as that tdeal of the species, old Clucaneau, 
in Bacine’s ‘ Plaidours ’ — he bids thorn leave thoir 
‘pribbles and prabbles,’ and discuss some practical 
question of parochial interest, some pleasant mnalgam 
of utilitarianism and romance, such as a marriage- 
settlement between Master Abraham and sweet Anno 
Page — a damsel whose ‘ seven hundred pounds, and 
possibilities, is goot gifts;’ in truth Sir Hugh is never 
at a loss for ‘some device iu his prain, which prings 
goot discretions with it.’ He loves the tmtlt, does 
Parson Evans. ‘ ShallT tell you a lie ? I do despise * 
a liar as I do despise one that is false ; or ’ — ^roark the 
natveti of his emphasis, itself proof positive of his- 
simplo veracity — ‘ or, as I despise one that is not true.’ 
What a grand climacteric is involved in the paraphrase ! 
In tlie same spirit, he has no stomach for ‘un veracities’ 
in phraseology,. and repudiates the bombasties of ancient 
Pistol ; wMle he is charitable towards* the slips of Master 
Abraham, because hu moaning is good. Sir Hugh’s 
good appetite and sound principle are simultancBiusly 
illustrated in his haste to join the steaming dinner<» 
table of hospitable Gaffer Page, as soon as the hot 
venison pasty is announced; not for a good deal will 
he ‘ be absence at the grace.’ And how genial his eager- 
ness to return to tlie social board, when called from it 
by the business of a message to Dame Quickly i I 
pray you begone,* so ho urges the dilatory messenger— 

I ‘ 1 wUi make an end of my dinner : there’s pippins and 
cheese to come,* We atoost overhear the smack of 
: Ms lips, and see the water surging on them as he utters 
that aspiration after pippins and cheese iri proap6ct£ 
Shocking it would have been had so much honhmnie 
been prematurely cut ofl’ by the devouiing swor^ of 
Hr Cains, whose challenge fills Sir Hugh with ^ch 
‘cholers and trempUng of mind’ that he exclaims 
in the field near Frogmore: ‘Mercy oh me! T have, 
a great dispositions to cry;’ though he vows he will 
‘ smite the noddies^ of the host of the GartiBr for 
spoiling the duel— a ‘tittle affair,’ about which hia 
opinions seem even more latitudinariau than those 
broached by the English Opium- Eater in modern 
days, His animal spirits are decidedly elastic^ too 
mudiesQ, perhaps, for the gown he wears; for this 
instance of hia belligerent 'faculty, coupled with; his 
repute in the brewing eff sock and placing at bbwliL 
his mercuri^ enjoyment of the Midnight 
Herne’s Oail^ whi^ iWprimoances/aMihirahW^;^^ 
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of Nottingham, Derby, and 
though not entirely so, as some few 
Staking - kfomi^a^ to be found in: other districts. 
tJutU recently, the stocking -loom underwent few 
Insprorements jfid^ faculty of William 

Lee flxsii^te fo^ in prodncing a 

Tariety ca 'textile^ as stockings, gloves, 
sldrtSf pantafoonsI purses, and other articles, tlie ma- 
terials of which these are composed varying with the 
diffe^nce in the IHn^ of the Jiopm. The finer fringe- 
looms a]^ Used^m production of silk manufactures ; 
those pf th% niediom &inge, the cotton goods ; and the 
coarser - frames, the worsted articles. These 

various fabrics are plain and ornamental, the latter 
requiring more skilftkl woi^men thaii the former. The 
centre of the silk and cotton branches of manufacture 
is Nottingham ; the centre of the worsted manufacture 
is Leicester. 

It is usually arranged for the framework-knitter to 
have the loom in liis own dwelling-house. The weak er 
is consequently his own master, and mfiy play or work 
as suits him— a position exactly analogous to that of 
the liandloom-we&ver. In fact, the framework-knitter 
is a handloom-weavor of stockings, the machine \rhich 
he works being more costly than the looms of the class 
of operatives referred to. But there are frequent 
exceptions to this arrangement. The manufacturer 
very often places a number of looms under the care of 
one individual, who is w'hat is termed the ^middle- 
man.' Ho obtains material from the manufacturer, 
and returns it when made up into goods, receiving the 
amount due for labour, and distributing it amongst 
the workmen. 

Tlie changes in machinery which are superseding 
the labour of the framework-knitter are of a twofold 
character. Some few years ago, a Frenchman namod 
ClauBsen, who had emigrated to Massachusetts, United 
States, invented a circular knitting-machine, on the 
rotary principle, so simple in its construction, and so 
easily managed, that any young person of ordinary 
capacity may Work it. The web manufactured on 
this machine, like the lengths of web produced on the 
framework-knitting looms of great widtlT, is made up 
into what are technically termed ‘ cut-ups * — a phrase 
which indicates the value and character of the goods, 
as compared with other products of the stocking-loom 
— ^namely, that they are cut out of the inecc of web, 
and then sewed to their proper shapes ; as hose, gloves, 
or shirts. These circular macliincs, on their first intro- 
duction into England, made but slow progress in the 
estimation of the manufacturers. The reason of tins 
indisposition to adopt the new macliine is apparent 
enough: it is calculated to supersede the more expen- 
sive macliinery in use, and ontail, therefore, a heavy 
loss uiion tiiose manufacturers whose capital is invested 
in looms. If, for instance, a stocking-looin, worked by 
isn adult knitti^ of average dexterity, produced as 
much web in the course of a week as would cut up into 
six dozep pairs of stockings ; and the circular machine, 
turned by a boy or girl, would produce onl}^ a similar 
quantity of web, it is clear that inasmuch as the former 
machine is three times as costly as the latter, the 
holdeir of stocking- looms would be a groat Idser by 
^opting the new invention. Hence the indisposition, 
on the paxt of inanufact^^^ large capital, to the 
^ployment of daussen's rotary machine. But the 
jcomparison, so far as regards the quantity of web pro- 
idttceil on the inacbines, does not terminate here. This 
newly-in^nted mai^he be worked by steam- 
pQwer, without apy extra outlay, which is not the case 
with the siocking^oom. 

As in other branches of manufacture, so in the 
hosiery, finoa hUlTO capit^, not being 

invested been applied to the purchase of 

Oiratiar mamnei^#^ Ikaye been placed infaetorierto 
ibe by atem^power. Those manufacturers who 
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^courte.; gusto with heads the fairios 

;';:i^ali^:Falstaff . teStlfiesi''hbwji;^^^'',to,h^^ hearty'vnmml:' 
?:;aehS0f'||i^^^^w as to : !tis taste (tbr j^rira thedtne^s V 
and tni use^lnesa scenip conapita^ 

is pxoyed bySir^oWs indication at being * ridden Vita 
a Wdsh Cat too,' and at Hying to be taunted Vby ofie 
that makes fritters xif 'BiiCsh’ ^ ^ dejected,* fairly 
epufesSOs the' wiel^^ cavalier ; < I am not able to 

answer use me as you will/ Le 

Whether Sir Hugh was the copy of some |uitual 
parish priest, or merely a creature of the cuiming 
‘ coinage of Shakspeare's brainy he is to us a rotund and 
substantial reality, with blood of the liveliest coursing 
merrily in liis veins ; one wlio deserves to say vtrt, and 
who, havitiff said it, may add vttazni, for live he does and 
will among our library Lares. Pity, indeed, had he 
never l>een brought to light^had he been what Carlyle 
calls 'a foiled potentiality.' We could have better 
spared a better— parson. 


THE FRAMEWORK-KNITTING MANUFACTURES 
OF THE MIDLAND COUNTIES. 

Timnn is much of instruction to be derived ^-om a 
visit to any manufacturing locality. The stir of life 
grows busier, and men seem more thoughtful and 
earnest as we enter the principal towm of a populous 
district. We look around with exultation at the pro- 
gress of civilisation, and survey with complacency 
and satisfaction the numerous monuments that indicate 
the skill and attest the industry of man. Alas ! that 
partial suffering should so frequently accompany the 
advancing steps of social life. Yet, doubtless, for wise 
pifrposes is it ordered that progress in communities, 
as in individual life and character, cannot be secured 
without effort or struggle. Social life is a gigantic 
panorama, the stern realities of which awaken within 
us thoughtfulness and solemnity. A population multi- 
plying its resourcea and augmenting its wealth by the 
arts of industry is a picture pleasant to gaze upon; 
but tile mighty wheel revolves, and another view pre- 
sents to our sight a portion of the coinmunity passing 
through the ordeal of poverty, or battling against 
adverse circumstances. 

In ah age of manufacturing enterprise like ours, 
mechanical genius waves its triumphant sceptre over 
the reahn of industry. It bridges over seas, connects 
continents, brings the denizens of far-off lands into 
intercourse with each other, and joins the very spheres; 
but its wonders cease not in celerity of transit or power 
' of locomotion: they unfold themselves in the production 
of the commonest fabrics and the richest textiles, in 
the calico that swathes the limbs of the offspring of 
^mty, and the costly fabrics that decorate the persons 
of the wealthy. It touches the loom, and multiplies its 
pOAverg prpKKliiction— makes it, as it Were, 'a thing 
of life,’ the embodiment of the xhechanician’s creative 
mind— obedient to his slightest impulse, and laying the 
p^uce of its never-tiring limbs submissively at his 
Auionig all the marvels whicli mechanical g^ius 
more remarkable, or suggestiye, 
of more important results, than those vrith which 
may familiarise oiurselves in the localities of maUufkc-: 
.■turingindusiry. ".V';""' 

We discern p^allel phiases of sociat lifis, through the 
instrumentality of presinting 

themseli^s. haudloom- ^eayer^^'^^^^ and: 

m is asBOda^i^^^s^ era that is passinjg; 
tho #edi<^^^ the ibaa^ ;! 

^'■:now takes'; the’-- .pl&^'iof ::the''^handloow^^^^ 

, ;'a::peiy', ihfeutibn :/':^^ 

JUt similar 

|;:g5rhe;,weayi^^^^ tlus^dnmtry is 









' are not holders of machinery, but putx^as^ # g«^ 

. from men who worked, or paid othm ibt; W^ 
their own frames, naturally resort tb t^^ 
market for their fabrics ; and as thC produce of the ' 
newly-invented machines may be inewased at little j 
cost, it is probable that the cut-up {^bds made fimm 
web produced on the circular machih^ will ^adu^y 
supersede that class of articles which ft at present 
mamifactured on the coarser gai^ stocking -loom. A 
vast diminution of hahds employed will bo the conse- 
quence; and fl;amcWork- knitters hitherto ^goged in 
the mahufactuxe of these cut-up goods must seek some 
other employment. 

A second improvement, which has the same tendency 
•to clieapen production and diminish labour, i§ effected 
by widening tlic loom of Lee, and producing as many as 
thrtH? pairs of stockings on the same frame. Although, 
ns regards what is called the * fashioning ’ or Shaping of 
the stockings thus manufactured, there is as yet much 
that is imperfect and defective, we may, nevertheless, 
regard it as matter of certainty, that in a Very limited 
period mechanical ingenuity will triumph over these 
difficulties, and carry into complete effect this important 
improvement, 

Tliere arc reflections springing out of a contemplation 
of these changes in an extensive branch of manufactures 
which it would not be wise to suppress. The philaii-. l 
tliropic mind reverts to the condition of the fyomework- 
knitter. In this competition of improved machinery, 
what is the fate that awaits him? There arc about 
30,000 framework -knitters in the Midland Counties^ 
four-fifths of which number are engaged in the cotton 
branches, and the other Afth in the pnxluction of silk- 
manufactures. Now the great changes which these 
improvements in machinery involve in the social | 
condition of so largo a body of workmen suggest 
the attitude which society ought to assume towards 
them. As they pass flirough the ordeal which 
assuredly awaits them, we should regard them with 
a benignant eye and a feeling heart. We may 
greatly ameliorate their condition by prompt advice 
and assistance. There are ways and means of 
accomplishing this witlwut in any degree retlucing 
tliem to a state of pauperism, or Infringing upon that 
principle of self-respect which it should ever be our 
object to develop and cultivate amongst tlie working- 
classes. The suggestion of remedial measures I leave 
to wiser heads tlian mine. Should they fail, however, 
in making due provision frr the emei^g^ncy, the time 
will most likely arrive shortly when it will he necessary 
to come forward with' some practical plan for the reli« 
and support of an intelligent body of working-men. 

CHEWING THJ) BUYO. 

A SKETCil OF TUB FHILlFFtVBS: 

With a population of 8,000,000— part of . which has 
been for centuries the colony of a European powerr- 
and producing many of the tropical prodnets of com- 
merce, the Philippine Isles remain almost as much a 
^erra tnco^niVa as China or japan I 
These islands offbr a striking illustratioii of the adage, 
that ‘ knowledge is power.' They illustrate the power 
■ of civilised man to subdue his sava^ fellows Eor ages 
have a few thousand Spanish mCrSuints been enabled 
to bold one-third of die native inhabitants in direct and^ 
absolute slavery; while more than anpthiw third has 
acknowledged their sway by the paynient' of 
The remai^ng fraction consists of wild ttil^ wlu)^ too 
remote from the aeat of commerce and power ^mke^ 
them an object of cwiqtiest, still retain tlwlr biii^bkriaii 
/'"independence. ■' 

Hut it has ever been the jwlicy of Spain to up 
I ; her colonies from the mthismn of ibito 
I the policy of all nations who Tetrcii^iide,%r M 
tog totrards decay. This ui the why . w 


little has been writtto iSi S ^ «ia 

thbir inhabitants, many of whose- <msloii^ 
strange and interesting. Perhaps not the le^ 
of thoto is tliat which forms the subject of 
— Cbmsf el Bayo (Chewing the Buyo.) W 

Tlie buyois a thing composed of three Ingredltots-^ 
the leaf of the buyo-palm, a sc^shcdl which is a species 
of periwinkle, and a root similar in properties to the 
6afsfof India. It is prepared thus ; tlie leaves of the 
palm, from which it hoS its name, are collected at a 
certain sealon, cut infb parallelograms, and spread 
upon a board' or table with the inner cuticle removed. 
Upon^this the'iimwdered root and the shell, also pul- 
verised, are spread in a somewhat thick layer. Tlie 
shell of ittolf is a strong idkali, and forms a chief ingre- 
dient in the mixture. After having been exposed for 
some time to the sun, the buyo-leaf is rolled inwardly, 
so as to enclose the other substances, and is thus formed 
into a regular cartridge, somewhat resembling a cheroot. 
Thus prepared, the buyo is ready for use — that is, to be 
eaten. 

In order that it may bo carried conveniently in the ‘ 
pocket, it is packed in small cases formed out of the 
leaves of another species of the palm-tree. Each of 
these cases contains a dozen cartridges of the buyo. 

Buvo- eating is a habit which must bo cultlvaU'd 
before it becomes agreeable. To the stranger, the tasto 
of the buyo is about as pleasant as tobacco to him 
who chews it for the first time ; and although it is not 
followed by the terrible sickness that accompanies the 
latter operation, it is sure to excoriate the tongue of 
the rash tyro, and leave his mouth and throat ainiost 
skinless. Having once undergone this fearfiil matri- 
culation, he feels ever afterwards a craving to rotiirn 
to the indulgence, and the appetite is soon confirmed. 

In Manilla every one smokes, every one chews buyo-^ 
man, woman, and child, Indian or Spaniard. Strangers 
who arrive there, though repudiating the habit for 
awhile, soon take to it, and become the most confirmed 
buyo -eaters in the place. Two acquaintances meet 
upon the paseoy and stop to exchange their salutations. 
One pulls out his cigarreroy and says : * Quiere a fumar ? ’ 
(‘Will you smoke? ') The otlicr draws forth the ever- 
ready huyo-case, and with equal politeness ofiers a roll . 
of the buyos. The commodities are exchanged, each 
helping himself to a cartridge and a cigarrito. A Hint 
and steel arc speedily produced, the cigars are lit, and 
each takes a bite of buyo, while the conversation is 
all the while proceeding. Thus three distinct opera- 
tions are performed by the ^ame individual at the same 
time— eating, smoking, and talking I The juice arising 
from the buyo in eating is of a strong rod colout, 
resembling blood. This circumstance reminds us of 
an anecdote which is, I believe, well autlienticated, 
but at least Is universally believed by the people 
I of Manilla. Some years ago a ship from Spain 
arrived in the port of Manilla. Among the passen- 
gers was a young doctor from. Madrid, who had gone 
out to the Philippines with tliQ design of tottliug 
in the colony, and pushing his fortune by means of 
his profession. On the morning after he had landed, 
our doctor sallied forth for a walk on the paseo. He ‘ 
had not proceeded far when his attention was attracted 
to a young girl, a native, whq viras walking a few paccif ; 
ahead of him. He observed tlntt eve^ now and toen 
i the girl stooped her head towards the pavement, which 
was straightway spotted with blood! Alarmed on the 
girl's V account, our doctor walked rapidly after her, 
obsei^dng ftmt she stiU oontmuod to exp^torate blood " 
at ihtervais as she went • Bef^ Ite coidd come upv 
with girl hiul leached her! honm— a 

cottage ih teshbmba-r^into W 
doctor foUow^ed ^doise npbft h^ 

. her’ .fitther and' :mathcnv''''directed' 

. diat^y.'’:tor'::toe'prie^'^^^^^ 
hours to liTOi-? .V/-;"; 






OHAHBElUrS BPIKBTTBGH JOUBVAL 868 

of eating, in order to dissemble his mistrust and agita- 
tion. When the supper was ended and tlie tables were 
remoyed, one of the gentlemen who had assisted in his 
capture accosted him with polite expressions of regret 
at his want of appetite. During the interchange of 
courtesies which ensued, one of the bandits took a lute, 
another a viol, and the party began to amuse them- 
selves with music. The advocate was tRen invited to 
walk into a neighbouring room, where he perceived a 
considerahlo number of manUes ranged in order. He 
was desired to select bis own, and to <}Ofnt out the 
lliirty pistoles agreed upon, together with one for 
coach-lure, and one more for Ids share of the reckoning 
at supper. 3\)lidamor, who had been apprehensive 
What tlio drama of which Ids mantle had boei^the occa- 
sion might have a very didbrent denouements was but 
too well x>ieabed to be quit at such a cost, and he took 
leave of the assembly with unfeigned expressions of 
gratitude. The corringo was called, and before enter- 
ing it he was again blindfolded ; bis former conductors 
returned with him to the 6|M}t where be had bo(>n 
seized, where, removing tlie bandage from his eyes, 
they allowed him to alight, presenting him at the same 
moment with a ticket sealed with green wax, and 
having these words inscribed in largo letters, * Freed 
hif (he Great Band* Tills ticket was a passport securing 
bis mantle, purse, and person agmnst all further 
assaults. Hastening to regain his residence with all 
speed, ho was assailed at a narrow taming by three 
other rascals, who demanded his purse or his life. The 
advocate drew his ticket from his pocket, though ho 
had no grc*at faith in it os a preservative, and prescutt^fl 
it the thieves. One of them, provided with a dark 
lantern, read it, returned H, and recommended him to 
make haste home, where he at last arrived in safety. 

Early in the seventeenth century the Parisian rogues 
availed tluemselves of the regulations against the use 
of snuff to pillage the snuff-takers. As the sale of 
this article was forbidden by law to any but grocers 
and npotliecarics, and us even they could only retail it 
to persons provided with the certificate of a medical 
man, the annoyanec of such n'strictions was loudly 
complained of. 'Hu- rogues, ever ready to profit by 
circumstances, opened houses for galling— at that 
iierivid almost a universal vice — whore ‘snuff at dis- 
cretion’ w-as a tempting bait to those long accustomed 
to a gratification all the more agreeable because it was 
forbidden. Here the snuff-takers were diligently plied 
wdtb wine, and then cheated of their money ; or, if too 
temperate or suspicious to drink to excess, they were 
unceremoniously plundered in a bhain quarrel. To 
such a length was this practice carried, that iin ordi- 
nance was at length issued in 1629, strictly forbidiling 
all snuff- takers A:om assembliug in public places or 
elsewhere, ^ pour eafisfaire hur go(U!* 

The thieves of the good old times were not only 
mote numerous in proportion to the ]population than 
tlu*y arc at prebent, but were also distiiiguished by 
grt'ater audacity and cruelty. They bad tocouthq to 
the most diabolical ingenuity to subdue the rcsistanoo 
and to prevent the outcries of llieir victims. Under 
the rule of Henry IV. a band of brigands arose, who, 
in the garb, and with*tho manners of gentlenien, intro- 
duced themselves into the best houses under tlie pretext 
of private business, and when alone with the master, 
demanded liis money at the dagger’s point. Some of 
them made use of a gag— a contrivance designated at 
the periwl the poire ^angoiew. Tills instrument was 
of a spherical shape, and' pierced all over with small 
holes ; it was ibix^ed into the mouth of the person 
intended to bo robbed, and upon toudiing a spring 
sharp points protruded from every hole, at once in- 
flicting the most horrible anguish, and preventing the 
sufferer from uttering a single cry. v could not ho 
withdrawn but by the use of tue proper key, which 
contracted the spring. Thii device was adoj^ed uni- 

versally by one savage bond, and occasioned Immense 
miseiy not only in l^aris but throughout FrancUi 

An Italian tliief, an enterprising and ingenious 
rogue, adopted a singular expedient fbr robbing 
womoif kt their devotions in chu^i. He placed him- 
self on liisi knees by the side of his intended prey, 
holding in a pair of ortiflcial hands a book of devotion, 
to which ho made a show of the most devout attention, 

V liile with his natural hands he cut tlie walcli or purso- 
Btiing of his unsuspecting neighbour. Tills stratagem, 
favoured by the fasliion, then general, of wearing 
mantles, met with great success, and of course soon 
produced a host of clumsy imitators, and i>xcited the 
vigilance of the police, who at length mode so many 
seizures of solomn-facod devotees provided wiih v ooden 
kid-gloved huiids, that it fell into complete discredit, 
and wns at last abandoned by the profession. 

Cunning as were the rogues of a past ago, they were 
liable to capture like their modem successors. A gentle- 
maji having resorted to Taris on business, was hustled 
One day in the precincts of the palace, and robbed of ids 
well-filled purse. Eurious at the loss of a consiilerable 
sum, be swore to bo nvengiHl. He procured a clever 
meclianic, vlio, under bis directions, contrived a kind 
of hand-trap for the ])ocket, managed in such a manner 
as to^recludo the piissibility of an attempt at purso- 
stcnlmg without detection. Having fixed the instru- 
ment in its place, impatient for the revenge he had 
promised himself, ho salliwl forth to promenade the 
public walks, mingled with every group, and stoppinl 
from time to time gazing about him with the air of 
a gn'Cnliorn. Several days passed before any tiling 
resulted from his j)lau ; but oiu* inoriiingy while be was 
gaping at the portraits of the kings of Eraiicc* in one of 
the public galleries, bo finds himself Fuirounded and 
pushed about, precisely as in the former instani'c ; he 
feels a hand insinuating itself gently Into the open 
snare, and bears immediately the click of the instru- 
ment, which assures him that the didiuquent is safely 
caught. Taking no nolice, he walks on as if notliinp 
had }inp|icned, and n*sum(*s his jiromennde, drawing 
after him the tliief, whom pain and shame prevented 
from making tlio least effort to disengage his hand. 
OecaMonally the gentleman would turn round, and 
rebuke bis unwilling follo^ver for his importunity, and 
thus drew the eyes of tlie whole crowd mion Jiis awk- 
ward position. At last, pretending to ulSaTve for the 
first lime the stranger’s liand in Ids laxikel, he flies 
into a violent passion, nccus(*8 him of iMungaeiit-purse, 
and demands the sum lie hud previously lost, without 
which he declares the villain shall lie hanged. It 
would seem that compounding a felony was nuthing 
in those days; for it is upon record that the thief, 
though caught in the act, was piTniitted to send a 
messenger to his comrades, who advanced the money, 
and tlicrewilli purchased his lilicrty. 

Tlio people were torbidden to employ particular 
materials iu the fabrication of tlieir clotliing, to rifle 
in a coach, to decorate their apartments as they chose, 
t(» pqrchflso certain articles of furniture, and even 
to give a dinner-party when and in what style tliey 
chose. Under the Valois ri^gime strict limits were 
assigned to the expenses of the table, determining the 
number of courses of which a banqu^ should consist, 
aud that fif the dishes of wliich each course was to bo 
composed. Any guest who slibtdd fail to denounce* an 
infraction of tlie law of which bo had been a witness, 
was liable to a fine of forty livres; and officers of 
justice, who might be prjsent, were strictly enjoined 
to quit tho tables of their hosts, and institute imme* 
diate proceedings against them* The rigour of‘ these 
regulations extended even to the kitchen, and the poliob 
lud the power of entry at all hours, to enfriree cotn- 
plionce With the statutes* 

But it was during the prevalence of an eiddeknic tliat 
it was least agreeable to live in Fronetf^ in the good 
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old times. No soonc^r did a conta^oun malady, or 
one that mtas supposed to be so, make its appearance^ 
than the inhabitants of Paris were all forbidden to 
remuye from one residence to another, alttiough their 
term of tenancy had eiqdrod, until the judpo of police 
had received satisfactory evidence that the^house they 
de*5lrcd to leave had not been afibeted by the conta^on. 
When a house was infected, a bundle of straw fastened 
to one of the wimlows warned the i)ublic to avoid all 
intcrctnirse with the inmates. At a later period two 
wooden crosses were substituted for the straw, one of 
which WAS attached to the front door, and the other to 
one of the windows in on upper storey. Iii 159C the 
provost of Paris having learned that the tenants of'soiue 
houses infected hy an epidemic which was then making 
great ravages, had removed those badgi‘S, issued an 
ordinance commanding that those wlio transgressed in a 
similar inannor again should suffer the loss of tlie right 
hand — a threat which was found perfectly efficient. 

Hy an onlinancc of 1539, persons rtvovering from 
a contagious mabitly, together with their domestics, 
and all the memlicrs of tlieir families, were forbidden 
to appear in the stn^ets for a given period without 
a wliile wand in their hands, to vrarn tho public 
of the danger of contJict. Ihreo years after, tho autho* 
ritics were yet more sovok* against the coiivnlesccnts, 
who wore ordered to remain shut up at honfo for 
forty days after their cure ^ and even when tho qua- 
ratitittc had expired, they were not allowed to appear 
in tlic 8tn‘cts until they had presented to a magistrate 
a certificate from the commissary of their district, 
attested by a declaration of six householders, that the 
forty days had elapsed. In the preceding century (in 
1 498) an ordinrmce still nioye extraordinary had been 
issued. It was' at the coronation of Louis Xll., when 
a great number of the noldcs came to Paris to take 
part in the ceremony. The provost, desiring to guard 
tliem from the danger of infection, published an order 
tliat all persons Of lioth sexes, suffering under certain 
specified maladies, should quit the capital in twenty- 
four hours, vndi>r the of Iwing ihr<nrn intn Me 

ricL r ! 


▲KTIOCU A27D ITS HOUSES. 

Antioch is, beyond dispute, the cheapest place in the 
world, aa welf as one of the healthiest ; and if it were 
not fur the ragged little boys, who hoot at evety stranger 
and thiow stones at his door, annoying you in every 
possible way, 1 should prefer it as a place of residence 
to any spot 1 have visited in Europe, Asia, Africa, or 
America. My house was of perfectly new construction, 
well planted, and well situated, and proof a^inst water 
as well as wind. 1 had four rooms — a sitting-room, a 
dining-room, a bedroom, and a dre88ing<.room. 1 had a 
Wfdleu enclosure of about eighty feet square, where roses 
imd geraniums vied in beauty with joasamines and lilies. 
^There was also a poultiy-yard, a pigeon-house, stables 
for three horses, a storehouse, a kitten, and a servant’s 
room. I had in the garden a grape-vine (muscatel), 
a pomogranato-troe, a peach-tree, a plum-tree, an apriqot, 
and a China quince ; and, in addition to all these, a 
fountain perpetually jetting up water, and a well, and a 
hOjiking-rooni. Eor all this accommodation 1 paid 350 
piastres — about L,3 sterling ; and this was a higher rent 
than would be paid by any native. Of course the house 
was unfamished ; but Ihrniture in the East Is seldom on 
a grand scale : a divan, half a doeen chairs, a bedstead, a 
mattress, a looking-glass, a table or two, and half a doeen 
pipes and uatghilies, Are all one requires. Servants 'Cost 
about L.3 a head per annum. ^Seven and a half pounds of 
good mutton may be had for Is. : fowls, and fat ones too, 
2a. each, iah it sold by the weight ; thirteen rotolos for 
a beshlik, or about seventy pounds* weight for Is. Eels, 
the very best ^^^oured in tne world, 'l|d. each. As for 
vegetables, whether cabbages, lettuces, aspamgus, celery, 
water *«cseMeB, parsley, beans, peas, radishes, turnips, 


carrots, cauliflowers, and onions, a pennyworth would last 
a- man a week. Fruit is sold at the same rates; and 
grapes cost about 58. the horse-load. Game is also abun- 
dant. Dried fruits and nuts can be obtained in winter. 
In fact, living ae well as one could wish, I found it 
iroposalblw— house-rent, servants, horses, board, washing, 
and wine included— to exceed the expenditure of L 40 
per annum, tinder these ciicunistances, it may appear* 
marvellous that many Europeans i^ossessed of limited 
means have not mucle Antioch their temporary hoiue; 
but every question has two sides, and eveiything its pros 
and cons. >he cons in this instance are the barbarous 
character of the people among whom you live ; the per- 
petual liability of becoming at one instant’s warning the 
victim of some fanatical cmoiiie ; the sniall hopes you 
have of cedress for the giossest insults offered ; theV 
continual intrigues entered into by the Tiyniis to disturb 
your peace and ccmifort; the absence of many of the 
luxuries enjoyed in Europe; the want of society and 
books ; and the total absence of nil places of worship, 
which gradually creates in the mind a morbid iiidiiTeroncc 
to religion, and which feeling frequently clegeneiates into 
absolute infidelity. It is better to choose with David 
in such a case, an(f say : * I would lather bo a doorkeeper 
in tho house of the Lord than dwell in the tents of 
iniquity.’ — AV o/c’a Eight Years in Sgria, 


CLOUDS AT SEA. 

Heavy seasons there arc when a curtain of gloom 
Gathers black o’er the mariners* glee, 

And the merry sun quits for a desolate tomb. 

All his revels of joy with the sea ; 

But courage ! the bright one will soon reappear 

* Like a bridegroom * devoted and fond; 

Though the tempest may threaten, n(» danger is near, 
For the blue sky is smiling beyond. 

There are * times when the mind is alanned and 
distressVd, 

When the sunshine of Pleasure is goncy 
When the spirit looks back upon inonicntB of rest. 
Which she fears are for ever withdrawn : 

But the angel of Hope whispers comfort and gladness : 

* Look upward, and never despond ; 

Though above thee is frowning tho storni-cloud of 
sadness, 

The blue sky is smiling beyond.’ 


undeh the hose. 

There has arisen much petty controversy about the 
common expression ’under the rose,’ and two difleient 
origins have been assigned. 3lome people asset t that 
it ought to be spelt under the roirs, for that in former 
days almost all towns were built with tho second storey 
projecting over the lower one — a sort of piazza or rote, as 
they termed it, and which may still be scon at Chester 
and some other old English towns ; and that whiUt the 
elders of the family were sitting at their windows giavcly 
enjoying the air, their sons and daughters were making 
love where they could not see them ’ under the rows.* 
The other is much more elegant, ('upid, it is said, gave a 
rose to Harpocratps, thS god of silence, and from this 
legend originated' the practice that pievailed amoiigbt 
northern nations of suspending a rose from the ceiling 
over the upper end of the table when it was intended 
ih^t the conversation was to bo kept secret ; and this it 
wee, according to others, which gave rise to the phrase, 
’ under the rose.* * 
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ALL TOR THE BEST. 

The famous dogma, that this world of ours — the dirty 
globe we trample undcT foot, and abuse like a pick- 
pocket — is the best of all iwssible worlds, has em- 
ployed the pens and thoughts of many philosophers 
and theologians, from the time of the Stoics down- 
wards. When Bayle presumed to offer some objections, 
founded on the evil which seems to be woven uj) 
in the constitution both of man and his abiding- 
place, he was at Once quoited down by Leibnitz, who, 
in his celebrated treatise, the Tlieodkaia, undertook to 
slicw that the imperfect parts assist in forming a 
perfect whole, and that tlius these qiarts themselvci 
arc perfect when considered in their relation with the 
whole. According to hig system, physical and moral 
evil are gootl as elements in a perfect and universal 
ordei^of things ; and tlie conclusion was arrived at 
from what was considered this unanswerable trilcmma: 
If tlie world be not the best of all possible worlds, God 
must cither — 1. Not have known how to make abetter; 
2. Not liave been able to make a better; or 5. Not 
have (ihosen tq make a better. The first of these 
suppositions impugns His omniscience, the second His 
omnipotence, and the third Ills benevolciiCe.* This 
doctrine was illustrated by Pope in his Ksaay on Man, 
and laughed at by Voltaire in (Jandide ; but, upon the 
whole, Leibnitz seemed to have taken iij) a pretty 
Bccnre position, with which few. cared to interfere. 

I^)r our own part, however, we have some doubt of 
the orthodoxy of the Theodicmi itself, and are inclined to 
consider the badness of tlie world ns not at all irrecon- 
cilable with the goodness, omniscience, and omnipotence 
of its creator. At that geological period when the earth 
was ricdi in marshes, and its most respectable inhabitants 
were crocodiles, it could not have been perfect, or it 
would not have been permitted to pass through so com- 
plete a transformation as has occurred since tlicii ; and 
at the present period, when nature seems to war against 
herself with volcanoes, earthquakes, tempests, and inun- 
dations, it would aiipcar to be little more entitled to 
tlic; praises of the optinlist. In like manner, the moral 
nature of man — taking it as a Avholc, and not troubling 
ourselves with the parts— could not have been perfect 
in the savage state ; neither could it have been so in 
the middle ages ; and let our scaffolds, penal colonies, 
hulks, and jails answer for the present time. 

That an omnipotent being could have created the 
world without evil or the germs of evil is obvious ; but 
before impugning his benevolence in not having thus 
exercised his power, we must consider what were the 

* - i ^ 

* Brandc's IHclUmary of Science, . 


probable designs of his providence. Instead of forcibly 
reconciling, by means of a paradox, the actual state of 
this world with the character of its maker, Leibnitz 
should have reflected on the purpose for which it was 
intended in connection with its inhabitants. As a 
place of probation, a perfect world would have no 
meaning. Man is thrown into ours, not to submit to 
the evil circumstances by whicli be is surrounded, but 
to conttiid witli and conquer th,em. And this he does 
to such purpose that he alters the face of nature her- 
self, changes even the climate of his Iiabitat, and eludes 
when he cannot defy tlie laws of what is improperly 
called destiny. If this is physically the best of all 
possible worlds, man is everywhere and habitunlly 
guilty of the proud impiety of the Babylonians of old ; 
for his whole life is spent, from gcuicration to genera- 
tion, in warring against the circumstances in which he 
is placed. The same thing is observable in his moral 
nature. If tlia t were perfect — or, in other words, if it 
had no germ of evil — there would be no merit in virtue. 
But man is constitutionally both good and bad, yet. 
possessing withal a power or principle within, superior 
both to mind and body, which determines liis course 
of action. 

If this curious and important subject were hotter 
investigated, we should use with more meaning than 
we usually do the common expression, * submission to 
the decrees of Providence.’ The wind, the tide, the 
climate, sickness, death — all are decrees of Providence ; 
but it is our business here not to submit ourselves 
inconsiderately hnd unresistingly to every possible 
opciration of these decrees, but to grapple with and 
Btniggle against them as long and ns well as we can. 
The optimism of Dr Priestley, whicli is a very good 
type of that which is still common amongst us, was 
founded, wo think, upon entirely erroneous views 
of Providence. He was thankful for the supersti- 
tious horrors with which he was haunted in early 
youth, because he thought they led to serious and 
devout reflection ; he was thankful, likewise, for the 
dclfcatc health which prevented his boyhood from being 
tempted into sinful and foolish pastimes; he gayo! 
thanks to God for the gift of stamihcring, since this - 
preserved . him from attaching value to what has no 
intrinsic value — eloquence; he was, dticply grateful 
for a bad musical car, whicli happy quality saved him 
from fielings of distress in J^stening to bod music ; he 
rendered devout thanks for being disappointed in, his 
‘purpose of going round the world with Captain Cook, 
for his belief in the doctrine of Necessity, and for hi8< 
ignorance of the French language. The providen- 
tial circumstance last mentioned was in hU oj^inion 
eminentljr favourable to the growth of neir idCaik 




Stee Dr Priestl^ ww Ma deflcieridei 

^^^nd dwwdufcmenta, w Uko maimer, 

regret Ills posBession of the and of a 

moderate competence in fortunOt ^ might at aopio 
time or other he tempted to ahuae. them ? Thd .eyiteni, 
in our opinion, heteys a profound ignorairse of the duty 
of man upon the earth, and the law of Work under which 
ho lives. It is the same dmjftcation of circumstimces which 
gives its wildness to the fatalism of Eastern fhnatics. 
When the poor Hindoo finds his hut surronnded hy an 
inundation of the Ganges, instead of trying to escape 
he gets upon the roof, and sitting down upon its apex, 
lights his pipe, and looks calmly on at the rise of the 
waters, Wliy so? Because Qunga is the goddess of 
his worship, and liis religious duty is submission to the 
decrees of her providence ! This may be excused, knd 
even admired, *in the Hindoo, whose ignorant faith is 
direct and sincere ; but there is no excuse at all for the 
well -taught Christian confounding tlie circumstaneo 
with the providence whidi he know's to be beyond. 

Such mistakes arc mischievous, if it is only because 
they give a certain appearance of reason to tlie sarcasm 
of WTiters Uko Voltaire. There is a wx*U-known stoiy 
in our own jest-books much to the point: A man 
walking along the road: is ridden over by a tVoop of 
Wsc, but unexpectedly escapes unhurt. . ^Down on 
your knees, reprobate!* cries a bystander, as the fellow, 
after gathering himself up, looks sulkily after the 
enemy—* Down on your knees, and thank Providence! * 

* Thank Providence !* replies he. *Porwhat? — For 
letting a troop of liorso ride over me ?* Here the idea : 
of Providence is improperly suggested, because it is 
suggested in so direct a manner as to confound it with 
the circumstance. That God was remotely the author 
both of the accident and the escape there can be no. 
doubt, altljough the proximate cause of the former was i 
in all probability nothing more tlian the carelessness 
of the pedestrian in clioosing an improper part of the 
road,. The tliankfulness was rt^^Jy duo for the seliemo 
of Providence granting a farther period of probation to 
one who had appeared to be called so abruptly to his 
account. The bystander saw the finger of a higher 
power only in the immediate circumstance, and thus 
gave rise, very naturally, to the profeine and ludicrous 
•repartee. 

Theiliankfulness of Dr Priestley for his infirmities is 
the germ of that feeling which produces the asceticism 
and self-torture of devotees. To morti^ the tastes 
w'c possess is merely a modification of the feeling which 
prompts us to bo grateful for their absence. The men 
^ who walk barefoot over burning coals, who cut 4hem- 
selvos with knives, who swing upon an iron hook 
inserted in the integutpents of .the back, who shut 
themselves up from the s<x;ial relations, arc merely 
improvers ui>on the original thought. That healtli, 
ireedom from pain, friendship, love, marriage, may all 
lead to abuses, is only too title ; but it ia our duty to 
combat actively the snares and Seductions of this nei 
best of all possible worlds, rather than to attempt to 
frustrate the plans of Providence for our appointed 
probation. 

•Diat this is a working-day world is clear enough in 
philosopliy as well as in religion— a w^^orld where the im- 
perfections are not perfect, as Lelhnit? will have but 
substantial and intenticmal evils to be encountered and 
overcoihe. We are here . for the express purpose of 
trying our strengiiiwithihem' ; and they iMce heib't'Ute 
work of an omni^cioai!,' 4imfipot^ and^ 

Creator— for -the pur^ exercising our^ 

energies, devciojiipg our fiicumea, and puriMng and 
elevating our ipom nature. The Biahminical doctrine 
of the tra^hii^ation of souls Is hot an idle 
tipd, but t)i$ allegorical expression of pbiiosophieel 
fbit, ■ The conduct, good or evil, of one generation does 


^tuaily condemn the next to an inferior, or derate it 
tbahi^er existence; and the tnoral and intellectual 
natore of an individual docs ^tually pass— though 
without the inter^itiony}f deaih-^hrougli successive « 
ste^ of bring.; Tnis is the condition of human life ; 
and the Idghw and humbleSi beings are 

undi^ Ihe law. AU men, wi^ut exception, 
assist dr rri^d in a greater dr le^ degree the progress 
df di>dlisatidn ; im from the phno^pher in bis study, 
who devises the means 6f controlti% the elements and 
oiianging Ihe aspect of the world, to the peasant who 
turns up 'Ime soil for his daily breads all will bo judged 
according to their intellectual powers and material 
opportunities. 

Upon the whole, it will he admitted that, at least in 
pur hed^spherc, wo perform with tolerable industry tlie 
work allotted tp us. Wo have already made some 
progress in mastering, and rendering either harmless 
or benefl^cial, the riements which, if left without con- 
trol, would act as the evil genii of nature. We have 
likewise made considerable advances in refinement and 
morality ; and at this moment the mind of the race is 
swelling and heaving witli great thoughts, which arc 
not circumscribed by selfish considerations of place or 
time. Yes ; even the doctrine of the Tfimdkma, if 
taken in a refined and mysrical sense, may be accepted. 
The impertbetions of the world, if judged according to 
results, shew the perfection of the scheme of which tliey 
arc a part — ^and all xs fob the isbst. 


AN OLD MAID’S FIBST LOVE. 

I WENT once to the south of Franco for my health ; and 
being recommended to clioose the ncightiourlKK).! of 
Avignon, took my place, I scarcely know why, in tho 
diligence all the way from Paris. By this procecfling 
I missed the steam-voyage down the IlhAno, but fell 
in with sonic very pleasant people, about whom I am 
going to speak. I travelled in the and from 

Lyon had no one for companion but a fussy little lady, 
of a certain age, who bad a large baske^t, a i«irrot in a 
cage, a little lapdog, a bandbox, a huge blue unibreJIa., 
whidi she could never succeed in stowing anywhere, 
and a moth-eaten muff’. In ray valetudinarian state I 
was not pleased with this inroad especially as tho 
little ljuly hfui a thin, pinched-up face, and obstinately 
looked out of the window, while she popi>ed about 
ihe mUrimr as if slic had just taken lodgings and 
was putting them in order, throwing me every now 
and then some gracious apology in a not unpleasant 
voice. * Mince as you idease, madam,* thought I ; * you 
are a bore.* I am sorry to add that I was very 
unaccommodating, gave no assistance jn the stowing 
away of the umbrella, and when Fanfrelucho came aiul 
placed his silken paws upon iny knees, pusliod him 
aw^ay very rudely. *Ihe little old maid — it was evident 
this was her quality — apologised for her dog as she 
bad done for herself, and went on arranging her ftirni- 
ture— an operation not oomplcted before we got to 8t 
Saphoriti. ' 

For some hours a perfect silence was prcserve^l, 
although my companion several times gave a short, dry 
cough, as if about to make an observation. At length, 
the digestion of a hurried dinner being probably com- 
pleted,! felt all of a sudden quite bland and sociable, 
and l)egan to be m^til^ ashamed of myself. ^ De- 
cidedly/ thought I, *1 must give tills poor woman tiio 
benefit of my Oonversation.’ So I spoke, very iikriy 
with that self-satisfied air assumed soraGtimes by men 
accustomed to bo wril received. To my great vexation 
the old maid had by this timo “taken offence, and 
answered in a very stiff and reserved manner. Now 
the whole absurdity of my conduct was evident to me^ 
and 1 detei^ncd te make amends^ Being natugally 
of a diplomatic turn, I kept quiet for awhile, and 
then began to mUke advances to Fanfrelucho. Tho 
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poor animaVboro nO njalicCy ant} I won his hoart bf 
stroking Jiis long ©ars. Then I gave a piece of sugar 
to the parrot; and having thus effected a pgaicticabjo 
"broach, took the citadel by storm by pointing oat n 
more commodious way of arranging the grout bhm 
umbrella. * 

We were capif^al tlwOeforward ; and I soon 
knew the history of Mh® Uathsdio Berpr^by heart. A 
mightily iiiiintere^ing history it was to all but herself; 
so I shall not repeat it : sufllce to say, that she had 
lived long on her little incomei as she called it, at 
liyon, and was now on her way to Avignon, where a 
very important object called her. This was no other 
tluin to save her niece Marie from a distasteful 
marriage, which licr parents, vOry good pe<iide, but 
dazzled by the wealth of tlie uuiuniahlo suitor, wished 
to bring about. * 

‘And have you,* said T, ‘any reasonable hope of 
succeeding in your mission ? * , 

^Parhku!* replied the old maid, ‘I have composed 
a little speech on ilbassortcd unions, which 1 am sure 
■will melt the hearts of my sister and my brother-in-law ; 
and if that do(iS not succeed — ^why, I will make love to 
the futnr myself, and whisper in his car that a c>omfortT 
able little income avjiilable at once, and a willing old 
maid, are liotter than a cross-grained damsel with 
expectations only. Yon see I am resolved to make 
any saeriflee to effoct my object.* 

I laii^icd at the old maid’s disinterestedness, which 
was perhaps greater than at first appeared. At least 
fi])o assured me that she had refused several re.spectai)lc 
oflers, simply because she liked the independence of a ; 
single life ; and that if she liad remained single to that j 
ag(?, it was a sign that nitwriiige had nothing uttrac‘.tive I 
for her in itself. We discussed the point learnedly aa * 
the tliUgoiicc rolled ; and wdiat with the original turn 
of niy companion’s mind, the sportive disposition of 
b’anfnduche, and the occasional disjointed solilo(iuics 
of Coco, the parrot, onr time passed very pleasantly. 
Wficm night came, Mbo Nathalie ensconced Jierself in 
the corner beliind her paretds and animals, and en- 
deavoured to sleep ; but the jolting of the diligence, 
and her own lively imagination, wakened Jicr every 
five minutes; and I had each time to give Lor a solemn 
assurance, on niy word of honour as a gentleman, that 
there was no particular danger of our being upset into 
the Rhone. 

We were ascending n steep hill next day ; both had 
got out to walk. I have omitted to note that it was 
autumn. Trees and fields were tmudied by the golden 
fingers of the season. The prosijoct was wide, but I 
forgot the precise locality, flu the opposite side of the 
Rhone, which rolled its rapid current in a deepening 
valley to our right, rose a range of hills, covered with 
fields that sloped wonderfully, and sometimes gave 
place to precipices or wood-ljned declivities. ^ Here and 
there the ruiii.s of some old castle — reminiscences of 
feudal times — rose amid lofty crags, and traced their 
jagged outline against tlie depi)-blue sky of Provence. 
Natlialio became almost sciitimoatal as she gazed 
around on this beautiful scene. ! 

Wo had climbed about half of the hill ; the dili- 
gence w'as a little way behind : the five horses were 
stamping and striking fire from the pavenieht as they 
struggled up with tlio ponderous vehicle : tho other 
passengers had lingered in tlie rear with the con- 
ductor, who had pointed out a little jimong Bome 

trees. We here saw a inai> preceding us upon the 
road carrying a little bundle at the end of a stick over 
his shoulder: he seemed to iidvance painftdly. Our 
attention was attracted-rl scarcely knew* why. He 
paused a moment— then yrmii on with an uncoriain 
step— paust^d again, stuggtreA forward,-, imd fell on his 
face just as wc came up. MH® Natlialie, -with a 
presence of mind that surprised me, had her smeUiDjg- 
bottle out in an instant, and was soon engaged in 


restoring unfortunate traveller to conscipusnesis, X 
assisted as well as I w^ able, and trust that iny good- 
will may atone for rhy awkwawlness. Nathalie did 
eve^thjng; and, just as the diligence? readied us, was 
gazing wi til delight on the languid pponing of a pair of 
ns fine eyessas 1 have ever seen, and 6U])porting in ; 
her lap a head covered with beiuitiflil curls. Even at 
that mpipont, as I afterwards remembered, she looked 
upon the young nian as a thing over which she had ; 
acquired a right of property. ‘Ho is going our w^ay,* 
said she: ‘Ict us hft hihi into the dijigenco.* 

‘ A beggarly ' Parisian ; yo, yo!’ quoth the postilion 
as he passed, clacking his long whip, 

‘Who will answer for his fare?* inquired the con- 
ductor.* 

‘I will/ replied Nathalie, talcing tlic words out of 
my moi^tli. 

In a low minutes the young man, who looked bcwil- ^ 
dcred and could not speak, was safely stowed among 
Nathalie’s other parcels ; and the crest of the liill being ! 
gained, wo began rolling rapidly down a steep descent. 
The little old maid, though in a perfect ecstasy of ! 

delight the incident c?vidcntly appeared to her quite ' 

an adventure— bebaved with remarkable imideiice. 
While I was imzzling my head to guess by wliat disease 
this iiqor young man Imd been attacked, she was get- 
ting ready tlie remedies that appeared to her tlie most 
appiopriate, in the shape of some excollont cakes and a 
bottle of good wine, which slie fished out of her huge 
basket. Her prot€<j€^ made taiiio by ImngcT, allowed 
himself to ho treated like a child, iirst she gave him 
a very small sip of Burgundy, then a diminutive frag- 
mi?nt of cake ; and then another sip and another piece 
of cake — insisting on his eating very slowly. Being 
perfectly useless, I looked quietly on, and smileil to see 
the submissiveness wi th which this fine, handsome felloAv 
allowed himself to be fed by the fussy old maid, and 
how he kept his eyes fixed upon her with an expression 
of w'ondcring admiration. 

Before wo arrived at Avignon wo knew' the history 
of the 3'oung man. He was an artist, who bad spent 
several years studying in X’aris, without friends, without 
resources, exc(?pt a misc?rable pittmice which Jiis mother, 

* a poor peasant woman Jiving in a village not far from 
Aix, had managed to send him. At first ho had been 
uxihcld by hope ; and jiJtliongh ho know that his niotlKT 
not only denied horsiilf necessaries, but borrowed money 
to support him, lie was consoled l>y the idea that the 
time would come when, by Hie efibrts of his genius, he 
w'oulcl be able to repay everything with tho accumu- 
lated interest which affc.*clion alone would calculate. 
But his expenses necessarily increased, and no receipts 
came to meet them. He \vas comiiellod to apply to 
his motlier for furtlier assistance. Tho answer "was 
one -word — ‘ impossible.* Then he? endeavoured calmly 
to examine his position, came to the conclusion that 
for several years inore he must he a burden to his 
mother if he obstinately pursued his Ciircer, and that 
she roust be utterly ruined to insure his success. So 
he gave up his art, sold everything he hud to pay part 
of his debts, and set out on foot to ret am to liis villa ge 
and become a peasant, as his fathtn* had been before 
him. The little money he had taken with him was 
gone by the time he reached Lyon. Ho had passed 
through that city witliout stopping, and for more than 
two days, almost for two nights, had incessantly pursued 
his journey, -without rest" and without food, until ho 
had reached the spot where, exhausted with fatigue 
and hunger, he had fallal, ijperhaps to perish liad we 
not bf?cn-:tlieTe to assist him. 

Nathalie listened with oagw attention to this narra- 
tive, told with a frankness which our sympathy excited^ 
Now aM tlicn she gave a convulsive sta^^ or chewed 
a hystmcal sob, and at last fiiirly burst into : tekrs. 

I was interested as well as slie, but 
calmness to observe how moral hoaut;^ ' i^ 
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BtrapTfifled to appear through the inaigniflcaut features 
of this admirable woman. Her little eyes, reddened 
wMth weeping; her pinched*^ up nb$e, blooming at the | 
]>oint; her thin lips, prpbably accustomed to spreasm; 
Iter cheeks, with a le^ed citron hue; her hair that 
forked up in unmanageable curls ^ all Combined to 
obscure the exquisite expressiQn ef resp^t and sym- 
pathy, perhaps already of Jove, sparkling from her 
kindled soul, that oould just bo made out by an atten- 
tive eye. At length; hpSvever, she became for a moment 
peifectly beautiful, as, when the young painter had 
finished his stoT}', with an expression that shewed how 
bitterly ho regretted his abandoned art, she took .both 
his hands in liers, and exclaimed : ‘ No, man enfant, 
you shall not be thus disappointed. Vour genius rshe 
already took for granted he had genius-— ^ shall have an 
opportunity for development. Your mother cannot do 
w'liat is necessary— she has played her part. I will Ikj 
a — second mother to you, in return for. the little affec- 
tion you can bestow on me without ingratitude to her 
to Vrhom you owe your life.* 

‘ My life lias to be paid for twice,* said he, kissing 
her hand. Nathalie eould not help looking round 
I>roud]y to me. It wag so flattering to receive the 
gallant attentions of so liandsomc a young man, that I 
tliiiik she tried to forget how she had bought thaiu. 

In the exuberance of her hospitality, the little old 
maid iiiviteil both Claude Richer and myself to spend 
sonic time in the large farmhouse of her brother-in- 
law. I declined, with a promise to be a frequent 
visitor ; but (vlaude, wlio was rather commanded than 
asked, could do nothing but accept. I left them at 
the diligence otlice, and Staw them walk away, the little 
Nathalie affecting to support her feeble companion. 
Idr the honour of human nature lot me add, that the 
conductor said notliiug about the fare. ‘It would have 
been iudelicate,* he said to me, ‘ to remind Nathalie 
of her^iromise in the young man’s presence. I know 
her well ; and slic will pay nie at a future time. At 
anyratc I must shew that there is a heart under this 
waistcoat.* So saying, . the conductor thumpetl his 
breast with simple admiration of his own humanity, 
and went awtiy, after recommending me to the Cafe de 
Paris— indeed an excellent house. 

I shall say nothing of a variety of little incidents 
tli.at occurred to me at Avignon, nor alioiit my studies 
on the history of the popes w'lio resided there. I must 
reserve myself entirely for the development of NathaUe*s 
romance, which I could ^ot follow’ step by step, but 
the chief features of which I was enabled to catch 
during a series of visits 1 paid to tiie farmhouse. 
Nathalie herself was very communicative to me at 
first, and scarcely deigned to conceal her scJitimenta. 
By degrees, how'ever, as the catastroplie approached, 
she became more and more reserved ; and 1 liad t (0 
Icafn from otiiers, or to guess the part she played. 

The farmhouse was situated on the other side of the 
river, in a Bmall idaiii, fertile and w’ell wooded. Old 
C/Ossu, the owner, was a fine jolly fellow, but evidently 
a little sharp in money-matters. I was surprised at 
first that he received the visit of Claude favourably; 
but when it came out that a good part of his capital 
belonged to Nathalie, every circumstance of deference 
to her was explained. Mere Cossu was not a very 
remarkable personage; unless it he remarkable that 
she entertained the most profound veneration fbr her 
husband, quoted h|s eommouest saykigs as witticisms,^ 
and was ready to laugh horsclf into convulsions if he 
sncez(id louder thaUv Mario was a cHhrming 

little person ; perhaps a little too d in her manr 
net^ considering her wicked hlsOk eyes. ' She was 
soon very friendly with Claiidc ahd me, but seonied to 
prefer^jiasfling her time in ^hi^red cpn^rsationB 
w’ith ;i|ph|^ I was let i rtto the secret' that their 


I w’itlr^ I was let into the s^^ 

; ion turned principally oii the pifenns Of ^ting 

ofj the husband-elect— a great lubberly fellow^ Who 


liyed some leagues off, and whose red face shone over 
the garden -gate, in company with a huge nosegay, 
regularly every Sunday morning. In spite of the com- 
plying temper of old Cossu in other respects when 
Nathalie gave her advice, he seemed obstinately bent 
on choosing Ms own son-in-law. Barents are oftencr 
coitect than^ romancers will allow in their negative 
opinions bn * Ills delicate subject, but 1 cannot say as 
much for tliem when they undertake to be affirmative. 

I soon observed that Nathalie was not so entirely 
devoted to Jho accompUslimerit of the object for which 
shc .liad imdertakcn her journey as she had promised ; 
and, above all, that she spoke ho inoic of the disinte- 
rested sacrifice oT herself as a- substitute for Marie. I 
maliciounly alluded to this subject in one of our private 
confabulations, and Nathalie, instead of being oflended, 

I frankly answered that she could not make big Paul j 
Boneau happy and assist Claude in Ids studies at the 
same time. ‘ I have now,’ she said, * an occupation for 
the rest of my life — namely, to develop this genius, of 
which France will one day be proud ; and I shall devote 
myself to it unrcpiittiiigly.’ 

‘Come, Nathalie,* replied I, taking lier arm in mine 
as vre crossed the iKiplar-mcadow, ‘ have you no hope of 
armvard?*' 

‘ I understand,* qUoth she frankly ; * and I will not 
play at cross -purposes with you, If this young niiin 
really loves his art, and liis art alone, as he pretends, 
could he do better than rewiird me — as you call it— for 
my assistance ? The word has a cruel significatioii, but 
you did not mean it unkindly.* 

I looked at her wan, sallow countenance, that had 
begun for some days to wear an expression of iiayiful 
anxiety. At that moment I saw over a licdgc— hut 
she could not— Claude and Mario w.alkiiig in a neigh- 
bouring field, and pausing now and then b) bend their 
heads very close together in admiration of some very 
common flower. ‘ Poor old maid,’ tlioiiglit I, ‘ you will 
have no reward save the consciousness of your own 
pure intentions.' 

The minute development of this drama without dra- 
matic scenes would perhaps he more instructive Ilian 
any elaborate analysis of human passions in general ; 
but it would require a volume, and 1 cin only licro give 
a mere summary. Nathalie, in whom alone 1 felt par- 
ticularly interested, soon found that she had deceived her- 
self as to the nature of her sentiments for Claude — that 
instead of regarding liim with almost maternal solici- 
tude, she loved him with an intensity tliat is the peculiar 
characteristic of passions awakened late in life, when 
the common consolation is inadmissible — ‘ after all, I 
may find better.’ This was her last, her only chance 
of a happiness, which slie lia^ declared to me she had 
never dreamed’ of, but which in reality she had only 
declined because it did not present itself to her under 
all the conditions require^ by her ix‘fined and sensitive 
mind. Claude, who was an excellent fellow, httt inca- 
pable of comprehending her or sacrifleing himself, never 
swerved from grateful deference to her; but 1 could 
observe, that as the state of her feelings beentne more 
apparent, he took greater care to mark the character of 
liis sentiments for her, and to insist with some affecta- t 
tion on the depth of his filial aflection. Nathalie's eyes 
were often red With tears— a fact which Claude did not 
choose i)erhaps to notice, for fear of an explanation. 
Marie, on tbo contmiy, became more blooming every 
day, while her eloquent eyes were still more assidu- 
onsly bent tipfpn the ground. It was evident to me that 
she and Claude understood one another perfectly well. . 

At length the same thing became evident to Nathalie. 
How the revelation was made to her I do not know; 
but sudden it mutt ha^ been, for I met her one day 
in the ^plarlficild, walking hurriedly along with an 
extraordinm^ ^k|Hression of despair in her countenance. 

I know not why, but the thought at once occurred to 
me that ; the Rhone ran rapid and deep not far off, 
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and I throw myself across her path. She started like 
a guilty thing, but did not resist when 1 took her hand 
and led litr back slowly towards the farmhouse. We . 
had nearly reached it in silence when ‘she suddehly 
stopped, *and bursting into tears, turned away into a 
by-lane where was a little bench under an elm. Here 
she sat down and sobbed for a long t^me, while I 
stood by. At length she. raised her h&d and asked 
mo: * 1)0 morality and religion require self-sacrifice 
even to the end— even to making half a life a desert, 
evou to lieart-breaking, even unto death?* J 

‘It scarcely belongs to a selfish mortal to counsel 
such virtue,’ I replied; ‘but it is because it is exer- 
cised here and there, now and then, once in a hundred 
years, that man can claim some afilnity with tlie divine 
nature.* 

A smile of incflable sweetness played about the poor 
old girl’s lips. She wiped her eyes, and began talking 
ol* the changing aspect of tlic season, and how the trees 
day by day more rapidly slied their leaves, and hovr 
tlu? Uhone luwl swelled within its ample bed, and of 
various topics apparently unconnected with her frame 
of iiiind, but all indicating that she lolt the winter vras 
coming— a long and dreary winter for her. At this 
moment i’anfrehiche, which had missed her, came down 
tlie lane barking w'ith fierce joy ; and she took the 
poor little beast in her arms, and exhaled the hist bitter 
feeling that tormented lier in these words: ‘Thou at 
least Invest me — because I have fed thoo!* In her 
humility she seemed now to- believe tluit her only 
claim to love was her charity; and that even this chiim 
was not recognised except by a dog I 

was not admitted to the secret of the family 
conclave that took place, but learned simply that 
Mathalic pleaded wdth feverish energy tlio love that 
had grown up between Mjiric and Claude as an 
insuperable bar to the proposed marriage between 
Paul Jioneau and her niece. Matters 'were arranginl 
by means of large sacrifices on tho -pait of the heroic 
maid. I’aurs face ceased to beam over the garden- | 
gate on a Sunday morning ; and by degrees the news 
got. abroad that Marie was betrothed to tho young 
artist. One day a decent old woman in sabots came to 
the farmhouse: it was Claude’s mother, who luod walked 
from Aix to see him. It was arranged that Claude 
Bh«)\ild pursue his studies a year longer, and then marry. 
Whether any explanation took place I do not know' ; 
but 1 observed that the young iiitin sometimes looked 
with the same expression of wondering admiration 
I had observed in tho diligence at tlie little Nathalie — 
TiKU'e citron-hued Ilian ever. At length slic unhooked 
tlie cage of Coco, the parrot, took Fanfreluche under 
one arm and her blue umbrella under the other, and 
went away in company wdth the whole larnily, myself 
included, every one carrying a parcel or a basket to 
the diligence otfice. What a party that W'as 1 Every 
one wfts in tears except Nj^thalie. She boro up man- 
fully, if I may use the word ; laughed, and actually 
joked; but just as 1 banded Coco in, her factitious 
courage yielded, and she burst into an agony of grief. 
With ofiiciouB zeal 1 kept at the window until the 
diligence gave a lurch and started; and then turning 
round I looked at C'laude and Marie, who were already 
mingling .llieir eyes in selfish forgi^itfiilucss of their 
benefactress, and said solemnly ; ‘ There goes the best 
wotnan ever created for this unw'orthy earth.’ The 
artist, wlio, fiir an ordinary man, did not l^k senti- 
ment, took my hand and said; ‘Sir, X will quarrel 
with any man w^ho says less of that angel limn you 
have done.’ > 

The marriage was brought about in less time than 
hod been agi-eed upon. Nathalie of coui^ did not 
conic; hut she sent some presents ^d a pleasant 
letter of congratulation, in which she ^Ued herscflf 
‘an inveterate old maid.' About a year afterwards 
1 passed through Lyon and saw her, She was still 


than ever attentive to F.anfro- 
luche and Coco. I even thought slie dev()tcd herself 
too much to the service of these tw'o troublesome iiets, 
to say^othlng oi a huge eat which she had Oidded to 
‘her menagerie, ns r kind of hieroglyphic of her condi- 
tion. ‘ IIo\v*farc the mnrricd couple? ’ cried she, tossing 
up her cork-screw curls. ‘ Still cooing and billing ? ' 

* Mademoiselle,* said I, ‘ they are getting on pretty 
well. Claude, finding tlie histone pencil not lucrative, 
has taken to portrait-painting ; and being no longer an 
enthusiastic , artist, talks even of adoj^ting the more 
expeditious method of tho Daguerreotype, la the 
meantime, half the tradesmen of Avignon, to say no- 
thing of Aix, have bespoken caricatures of theinsx-Ui's 
by his hand. Marie makes a tolerable wife, but has a 
terrible wdll of her own, and is feared as well as loved.’ 

Nathalie tried to laugh; but the memory of lier old 
illusions coming over her, she leaned down towartls the 
cat she was nursing, and sparkling tears fi;ll upon its 
glossy fur. ' . 


THE POISON-EATERS. 

A VERT interesting trial for murder took place lately 
in Austria. The prisoner, Anna Alexander, was 
acquitted by the jury, who, in the various questions, 
put to the witnes.scs, in order to discover wljctlier the 
murdered man, Lieutenant Mathew Wurzel, "was a 
poison-eater or not, educed some very curious evidence 
relating to this class of persons. 

As it is not generally known that o.ating poisort is 
actually practised in ntore countries than one, the 
following account of tho custom, given by a physician, 
Dr T. von Tschudi, will not he without interest. 

In some districts of Lower Austria and in Styria, 
especially in those mountainous parts hovdering on 
Hungary, tlicre prevails the strange liabit of eating 
arsenic. The peasantry in i>articulur are given to it. 
They obtain it under the name of hedri from tlie 
travelling hucksters and gatherers of herbs, who, cm 
i their side, get it from the glass-blowers, or piirclmse it 
: from the cow-doctors, quacks, or mountebanks. 

Tlic poison-eaters have a twofold aim in their dan- 
gerous enjoyinqnt ; one of which is to obtain a fresh, 
healthy appearance, and acquire a certain degree of 
embonpoint. On this accounfj therefore, gay village lads 
and lasses employ the dangerous agent, that they may 
become more attractive to each other; and it is really 
astonishing with what favourable results their endea- 
vours are attended, for it is just the youthful poi.son- 
eaters that arc, generally speaking, distinguislied by a 
blooming complexion, and an appearance of exuberant 
health. Out of many examples I select the following : — 

A farm-servant wlio worked in the cow-house belong- 
ing to was thin and pale, but jievortheless well 

and healthy. This girl had a lover whom she wished 
to enchain still more firmly; and in order to obtain a 
more pleasing exterior slie had recourse to the well- 
known means, and swallowed every week several doses . 
of arsenic. The desired result was obtained ; and in a 
few months slie was much fuller in the figure, rosy- 
cheeked, and, in short, quite according to her lover’s 
taste.^ In order to increase the eflect, she was so rash 
ns to increase the dose of afsenic, and fell a victim to 
her vanity ; she ^as poisoned, and died an agonising 
deatli.-; : 

The number of deaths in consequence of the immo- i 
derate e^oyment of arsenic is not inconsiderable, 
especially among the young. Every priest who^^ h 
the ciiro of souls in those districts where the abuse 
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..i^orails could tell 0^ su^i tragedioft; and llioinqiurieB 
1 liave myself made on the sul^iect M opened out 
very siujirular detiiilB. Whether it arise from fear of 
the law, which forbids the unauthpriscd possession of 
arsenic, or whether it ho that an inner voice proclaims, 
to him his sin, the ara^ic-cat^ ala'ays* conceals as 
much as possible lUo employment of these dangeroiis 
means. Generally apoakiug, it is only the confessional 
or the deathbed tliat raises the veil from the terrible 
Boerot. r - 

The second object the poison-eaters hate in view is 
to make them, as they express it, ‘better winded!’ — 
that is, to make their respiration easier when ascending 
the mountains. Whenever they have far to go and 
to mount a considerable lipight, tliey take a minute 
morsel of arsenic and allow it gradually to dissolve. 
The efiect is surprising; and they ascend with ease 
heights wdiich otherwise they could climb only with 
distress to the chest* 

The dose of arsenic with which the poison -eaters 
Ijcgin, consists, according to the confession of some of 
them, a piecci the size of a lentil, which in weight 
M'ould he rather less than half a grain. To this 
quantity, which they take fasting several mornings 
in the Week, they confine themselves for a considerable 
tinm; a then gradually, and very carcfalJyT they 
increase the ilose tutcording to the (iffect produced. 

Tiie peasant II-— — , living in the parisli of A g, a 

strong, hale mah of upwards of sixty, takes at present 
at every dose a piece of about the wciglit of four grains. 
For more than forty years ho. has practised this habit, 
which he inherited from his father, and which he in 
his turn will bequeath to his children. 

ilt is Well to observe, that neither in these nor in 
other poison -caters is there the least trace of an 
arsenic cachexy discernible j that the symptoms of a 
chronic arsenical poisoning never show themselves in 
individuals who adapt the dose to their constitution, 

. even althouf;!! that dose should he considerable. It is 
not less worthy of remark, however, . that wlien, either 
from inability to obtain the acid, or from any other 
cause, tlic perilous indulgence is stopped, symptoms of 
illness arc sure to aj|)pear, which have the closest 
resemblance to those produced by poisoning, from 
arsenic!. These syniptoras consist principally in a 
feeling of general discomfort, attended by a pertect 
judifierence to all sarrounding persftns and things, 
great personal anxiety, a^d various distressing sensa- 
tions arising from the digestive organs, want of appe- 
tite, a constant feeling of the stomach being overloaded 
at early moniing, an unusual degree of salivation, a 
burning from the pylorus to the throat, a cramp-like 
movement in the pharynx, pains in the stomach, and 
especially difficulty of breathing. For all these symp- 
toms there is but one remedy — a return to the enjoy- 
ment of arsenic. • 

Aecordihg to inquiries made on the subject, it would 
seein that the habit of eating poison among the inliabi- 
. tants of Lower Austria has not grown into a passion, 
Rs Is the ease with the opium-eaters in the Fast, the 
chewers of the betel nut in India and Polynesia, and qf 
the cocoa-tree among the natives of Peru, When once 
commenced, however, it becomes a necessity, 

Li some districts sublimate of quicksilver is used in 
the same way. One case in particular is mentioned 
by lir von Tschudi, a authenticated by the English 
ambassador at Constammople, of a ^cat opium-eater ^ 
at Brtissa, who daily cohsumed the enormous qipmtity 
: of ibrty g^uS of cpr^ with' his opium* 

Ih'tbc. ihouui^^ df Patii the doctor met very 

' .^hbUmate and in 
is '‘'Btill -'frequent, where this 

the market to the- Indians* ; ' v; 
of. arsenic is of - every-day occhr^. ' 
horse-dealers, and especially .With flie 
of the nobility. They either shike it ia a 


imlvcrised state among the corn, or they tie a bit the 
size of a pea in a piece of linen, whicli they fasten to 
the curb when the horse is bamossed, and*the saliva 
of the animal soon dissolves it. The sleek, round, 
shiniiig appearance of the carriage-horses, and bspcciolly 
the much^admired foaming kt the moutli, is the result 
of this arsenls^eeding.^ It is a common practice with 
the farm-setyants in the moimtainous parts to strew n 
pinch of arsenic on the Is^t feed of hay before going up 
a steep road. This is done for years without the least 
unfavourabfe result; but should, the horse fall into 
the hands of another owner Who Withholds tlie arsenic, 
he loses flesh immediately, is no longer lively, and even 
with the best fecdifig there is ho possibility of restoring 
lixm to, IrtS former sleek appearance. 

The above particulars, communicated by a contributor 
residing in Germany, are curious only inasmuch n.s 
they refer to poisons of a peciilitirly quick and deadly 
nature. Our ordinary ‘indulgences’ in this country 
arc the same in kind, thougli not in degree, Ibr we arc 
all po]sun-caters« To say nothing of our opium and 
alcohol consumers, our teetotallers are delighted with 
tho briskness and sparkle of spring -water, although 
these qualities indicate the presence of carbonic tieid 
or fixed air. In like manner, few persons will object • 
to a drop or two of the frightful (lorrosive, sulphuric 
acid (vitriol), in a glass of water, to which it communi- 
cates an agreeably acid taste; and most of us have, at 
some period or other of our li ves, imbibed pnissic acid, 
arsenic, and other deadly poisons under tho orders of the 
physician, or tlic first of these in the more pleasing form 
of confectionary. Arsenic is said by Dr rearsou to be 
as harmless as a glass of wine in the quantity of one- 
sixteenth part of a grain; and in the cure of agues it 
is so certain in its efibets, that tho French Directory 
()uce issued an edict ordering tho surgeons of the 
Italhin army, under pain of military puiiisbmoiit, to 
banish that complaint, at two or three days’ notice, 
from among the vast uuiiil)ors of soldiers who w'cre 
languishing under it in the marshes of Lombardy. It 
would seem that no poison taken in small and diluted 
doses is inimtjdiately hurtful, and the same thing may 
be said of other agents. The tap of a fan, for instance, 
is a blmv, and so is the stroke of a club; but the one 
gives an agreeable sensation, and the other fells the 
recipient to the ground. In like manner the analogy 
holds good between the distribution of a blow over a 
I comparatively large portion of the surfiice of tlie body 
I and the dilution or distribution of the particles of a 
I poison. A smart tlirust upon the breast, for instance, 
with a foil docs no injui-y ; but if the button is 
removed, and the same momentum thus thrown to a 
lK)iiit, the instrument entefs the structures, and pcrliajis 
causes death. 

But the misfortune is, that poisons swallowed for 
the sake of the agreeable stnsationa they occasflfh owe 
this eflbct to their action upon the nervous system ; 

I and the action must be kept up by a constantly in- 
' creasing dose till the constitution is irremediably 
injured. In the case of arsenic, as we have seen, so 
long as the excitement is undiminished all is apparently i 
well; hut the point is at length reached when to 
proceed or to turn back is ahke death. The moment 
the dose is diminished or entirely withdrawn, symptoms 
of poison appear, and tho victim perishes because he 
lias shruilk from killing himself. It is just so w'heu 
the stimul^t is alcoliQi, The morning eitperiencc of 
the drinker prophesies, on, every succeeding occasion, 
of the fate that awkits him. It may be pleasant to get 
intoxicated, but to get sober is horror. The time comes, 
however, when th^lcAsnre is at an end, and the horror 
alone remains. When the habitual stimulus readies 
its Mghestj ^d the undermined Coustituri can stand 


* Arsbzfio Wfodkoes an inefedsed salivation. 
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no more, then coihes the reaction. If the excitement 
couhl go on ad injinitum, the prognosis would be different ; 
but the poison-symptoms ap^iw as soon as tlie dose 
can no longer be increa^ without producing instant 
death, and the drunkard dies of" the want of drink! 
Many persons, it cannot be denied, reach a tolerable 
ago under this stimulus ; but they do SO #nly by taking 
warning in tinie-^ perhaps firoih some frightiUl illness 
—and carefully proportioning the dose to the sinking 
constitution. ‘ I cannot drink now as fojmerly,' is a 
common remark— sometimes elevated into the boast, 
* I do not drink now as formerly.* But the relaxation 
of the habit is compulsory ; and ^ a thousand other 
tokens, as well as the inability to inflRge in intoxication, 
tlic ci-devant drinker is reminded of a madffbss which 
even in youth produced more misery than eiyoyment, 
and now adds a host of discomforts to the ordinary 
fragility of age. As for arsenic-eating, we trust it will 
never be added to the madnesses of our own country. 
Think of a man deliberately condemning himself to 
devour this horrible poison, on an increasing scale, 
(luring his whole life, with the certainty that if at any 
time, through accident, necessity, or other causc^ he 
holds his hand, he must die the most agonising of all 
deaths ! In so much horror do wc hold the idea, that 
we would, have refrained from mentioning the subject 
at all if wc had not observed a paragraph making the 
round of* the papers, and describing the agreeable 
phases of the practice without mentioning its shocking 
results. 


FOTEEN THOUSAND AUTHORS AND THEIR 
BOOK.* 

Much of the charm which surrounded the Great Exhi- 
bition may be attributed to the entirely unprecedented 
character of tlio undertaking. The building and its 
contents, w^oiulrous as they were, OAved a grtat part of 
their popularity to the fact, that all was new. An 
original and great idea had been successfully developed; 
and a wondrous show was presented to the English 
mind such as the world had never witnessed before. 
Tliis great affair has at last passed away : the building 
indeed stands — for the present; but its glory is gone 
with its contents, and its interior, once os i)opuiou5 as 
a city, and palatial in its decorations, is now a cold, 
empty, and deserted glass-house. The great conception 
hiis reached its accomplishment, so far as it had a local 
connection with the Palace of Glass, and for its results 
wtj shall no longer seek in Hyde Park, but in the com- 
mercial and productive annals of our nation. 

The Great Exliibiiion has but one litctary offspring, 
thou^ many claim Its parentage. This offspring is the 
Official Catalogue, the career of which, by what perhaps 
will seem a natural law, fairly commenced only with 
the decease of its parent. This great book, gleaming 
in blue and gold, and swelling to three portly volumes, 
lias a curious history, and, C(iually with the Exliibition 
itself, may lay claim to a degree of novelty in its con- 
ception and production which must long clothe it with 
a peculiar attraction ; and this even if its contents were 
Utile better tlian those of an ordinary .eataipg^G. If it i 
was a matter of wonder to one who once put the question 
— how a literary partnership in the production of a book 
of poetty was carried on : whether one author wos top, 
and the other bottom sawyer ; whether one furnished | 
one line and the otheir its fbllow-rwhat would his 


* Official, Duftcriptivti, and Illustrated Gaialoibai of the Great 
Exhlbltton. 3 vols. Londua ; Spicbr Bxotbors, and W. Qpwes 
and Sana . 


surprise to hear of a book to which some 1C, 000 pens 
have contributed, and in every page of which some ten 
or twenty writers have had a hand! Here five-and- 
[ twenty iSrenchmen tell their tale at page 1207, while 
at page 766 more than half that number of our own 
countrymen tell theirs. At all events, such a book is 
a phenomenon absolutely new in the literary world; 
and apart from every consideration of its relation witli 
the Eriiibition, and also of its scientific charao|gr and 
commercial value, we propose giving an outline of its 
history, reg^urding it— for the present— merely in the 
light of a literary ouriosity, 

Aif this, is a task wliich may occupy our attention 
for some little space, it may be as well, on setting out, 
to give the reader, what is perhaps much needed, a 
clear and definite conception of what the work pro- 
fesses to be, and of its relation to the smaller book, sold 
j at one’shilling, and for a long time in everybody’s hands 
I in the streets of Loudon. That little fat book, iti its 
(irab cover, with its densely -printed pages, looking 
about as interesting as Walhifs Dktionari/^ and scarcely 
half as intelligible, whicih — though from no fault of its 
own — few could understand, and scarcrely anybody read: 
that book was merely an index to the present work, 
though it appeared first, and tlms inverted tlie ordi- 
nary ^rtilc. The small official catalogue, in fact, is a 
highly-condensed summary of tlie larger work, gene- 
rally dealing only with names, places, and tilings 
exhibited, without any descriptive detail. This may 
perhaps be best illustrated by a spc^cimcn from each 
work, which we here append from Class 17, United 
Kingdom : — 

‘ 174. Muir, R., Dunbp Sty Gla^yoiVy luv. — Electro- 
stcriiotypo plate for letterpress-printing, from a mould 
of gutta-percha, taken from a piige of diamond typo in 
a scrc^v-press.* Now contrast this with the same, article 
in the larger catalogue : — 

‘174. Blunt, UoHEUT, 4 Zhmhp Stnety Glasgow — 
Inventor. 

‘ Electro - stereotype plate for letterpress - printing. 
This specimen is from a mould of guttii-pcrclia, taken 
from a page of diamond types in a screw-press. The 
* gutta-perclia was laid on warm, tlf(5 prcissurc applictl 
immediately, and left on lor fifteen minutes. IVhcn 
the mould was taken off it was brushed over with 
plumbago, and copper deposited upon it by the known 
process. When the coiiper deposit is backed up^ with 
gutta-percha, it is ready for press. 

‘ The Mvaiitago of clectro-stercotype over stereotype 
is — that itwilllast much longeir, and work much cleaniir. 
The oxhibitcr lias worked one of each together, and 
when the stereotype was completely worn, the electro- 
stereotype was as good as at first. 

‘Gutta-percha plate to be used in letterpress-print- 
ing. Plates made of guttii-iKjreha from woodcuts will 
work a large impression Avith letterpress ; advantageous 
when woodcuts are expensive, as the originals might be 
leaved, Gutta-porclia plates can be made in a short 
time at a trifling cost ; and ivhen two, four, or six arc 
worked together, it AA’ill gi’catly facilitate the work and 
lessen expense. . 

‘Make a mould from *a woodcut by the method 
above described ; brush it over with ifiumbago ; lay it 
on the press, face up, and put warm gutta-percha iiito 
it; ai)piythe pressmre as before.^ Several plates may 
be got from the some mould.’ ■ * ■ 

Every step in the history of this book has its;; 
intercifit, anil wO shall therefore commence our nar';Sl 
rativo with StS legitimate origin. It is publielj? ■ 
known tliat the Itoyal CommissionerB advertised for - 5 
an Official Catalogue by contr^t. The general tei^|i 
of that contract were to the effect— tha| a yolnaaof 
should be printed on good p^iier; ivitii new type; efe: 
tending to the length of 820 pageSj smali;4tb; :j^ing a 


sueomc^aceount ot oveiy article in the Gireat Bxlubi- 
tion, onl sold at the prico of one s^pg, outof .whte^ 
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twopence was to be deducted, aiid iiUmhd^red to ibet 
Boy III Conimissionors, for the jreTifei^l fund. In other 
wol ds, a volume of S20 pngea to lie produced, and 
sold at toni^ence lier c<^yj and.* lino of L.00 jx^ diem 
was to IxJ inciirrod if it inkle not its appearance 
punctiuilly on 1st May* ready for 

sale. In wlditioii to thii work, autb was given 
for the publicaUon 6f a larger one, to contain iilustra- 
tious and detailed descriptions of the goods exhibited 
— in short, a Descriptive and IlluHtrated Catalogue. 
No limit was affixed to the price of this work/ Ad- 
vertisements might be inserted in either.' For the 
privilege of publishing the small catalogue at a«price 
only just removed from a positive loss for every copy 
sold, and for that of bringmg out the present costly 
work, a largo purchase-money was expected— and ob- 
tained. It appears from published accounts that the 
sum of L.8200 wfis paid for the copyright of, these 
volumes 1 This part of the business settled, the task 
of arranging the preliminaries for the collection of 
the manuscripts of the 15,000 authors, and the plan of 
proceeding when tl ic contributions were rc(!eived, formed 
the next part of the history of the books. 

The production of the plan of the present volumes, 
and the idea of attacliing elucidatory nutes to the 
descriptioiiH of exhibiters, formed, as tlie preface aiBsurea 
USj the task of the literary and scicutiUc editor. On 
receipt of the manuscripts of exhibitors, they were to 
undergo a rude sort of preparation, intended merely to 
/ divest them of obviously suiierilobus matter, and to 
throw the manuscript into the conventional form intel- 
ligible to the compositor. This effected, and the copy 
set up in type, the whole was sent in the form known 
a.s ‘ slip * to the editor, whose duty was the digestiou, 
classification, distribution, correction, reconstruction of 
the raw materiiil thus laid before him. 

But we are going too fast. The manuscript had 
first to bo wTitten. For this puriiosc, rules intended 
for the guidance of the exhibiters— the authors — wore 
issued by the Executive Coihmittee. These rules were 
instructive and valuable in a high degree; and, had 
they reached a full development, the work before us 
would have assumed the very highest position 'in 
science and literature. Tiieso rules were put into 
circulation all over the United Ivingilom and on the 
continent — indeed wherever the post could carry thcui 
in time. With tlicm were circulated blank fonns of 
four kinds —blue, red, black, and yellow, appropriated 
to the four sectiqps— Kaw Materials, Machineiy, Manu- 
factures, tuid Fine Arts. On these the exh i biter-authors 
had to write the accounts of their articles; and thus 
was produced the manuscript forming the crude 
material of tlie present volumes. Wliat heaps of 
manuscript must have been thus produced — wJik 
.bushels or barrow-loads of written paper— for to inea- 
, .sure this by folio and sheet is insanity — can be told 
^ only by those to whom the mass was in duo course 
consigned — the unfortunate printers. 

With this material in type commence the next phasrf* 
; ; and the most formidable of the difficulties attendant on 
the production of the catalogue. The material had 
passed from the compilers to the composi tors, and from 
the latter we now trace it to the editorial study. But 
who was to ^lit this heap of incongruous material?— 
a conglomerkc of scraps dealing with every art and 
science. Evidently rip single individual was equal to 
the performance of A 4^^ at once sO immense in Us 
character and ^ so varied ht its nature. This difficulty 
had been ibreseen: long piiior to the receipt of tfie first 
line of the work an i^my of scientific and pi^actical 
men hatVbi^n the iol^^ including some of the 

lii^st nanies in natural and mechanic^ scienc^^ To 
^he separate care of each member of this corps the ! 
f^ismemberkl^^ M catalli^e, systematicalij^ 

§ ^>cut to pieces, wore duly forwarded; Now arosea freSh 
difficulty— how were these pieces to Ik joine^togeth^ 


once more, and that in precisely the sainc order as at 
first? For example, fragment No. 1 was off to the 
continent; its next-door neighbour, No. 2, to the north 
of Ireland ; ami No. 3 to Birmingham — each pietic 
being pii the average not more than half-a-dozen linos 
in length!. No. 1 would , be a week ere it returned, 
No. 2 four Or Vc days, and No, 3 at least three. Mean- 
while hundreds of fresh iVOgments were being sent 
emt^ and the dkly post .bl'btight hundreds back in 
return. ;The precise manner in which this formidable 
difficulty subdued, and the double end attained 
of ensuring a comiketcnt and accurate revision and 
correction, and thetneservation of the sequential order 
of the matter, not been divulged. The editor 
merely k^ites that a simple plan was adopted wliicli 
accomplished all ; and that, moreover, a precise register 
of every fragment was kept of its destination, the 
period of its transmission by post, and of its return ; 
and so accurately did this plan work, that the acci- 
dental detention of a little piece only three linos long 
was immediately discovered, and every particular of its 
history fully known! A polite request for its imme- 
diate return apprised the annotator of the vigilant 
care which watched over these little scraps of paper 
— in themselves so worthless — yet each telling its 
industrial tale. 

Let us suppose the material thus purified from most of 
its scientific and teclmical inaccuracies, a vas^t amount 
of literary labour remained to be accompli slied. Let 
the reader conceive the infinite variety of style, literary 
construction, and expression inevitably resulting from 
the very nature of the material and its origin. Mr A., 
who exhibited an amazing species of blacking, woukl — 
may we say, did ? — dilate in strains comparable to, 
though at a little interval behind, those of a tunioiis 
poet of metropolitan celebrity. . Yet Mr A.'s blacking 
was a good article, a capital industrial product, and on 
no account to> bo despised because it, was something 
attached Ip everyday iife : quite the contrary. It was 
not fair to omit everything Mr A. said the blacking 
would accomplish, yet what it would really effect w.ms 
so enveloped in figures of speech as scarcely to admit 
of disentanglement. This must, however, bo done, and 
it was done. Mr A!’s rhetoric on blacking was only 
a type of Mr B.'s on boots, or Mr C.’s on soap. Indeed 
it is very probable that the hairdressers, bootmakers, 
and ^others wdio * exhibited,* contributed more in the 
matter of literary composition than any other class 
of cxliibitioii authors. It can scarcely, however, be 
deemed a matter of regret that there is little trace of 
this in the work before us, where all those exhibitors 
speak in very staid and demure terms of their several 
products. Thus far for the puffery. 

The variety of literary style and expression formed a 
far more intractable feature of this undertaking. It 
proved a remarkable fact in tlie liistory of the prepara- 
tion of the work, that in a large miinber of instances 
those exhibiters who were the producers of the mo?t 
meritorious objects, were precisely those wlio said 
least about them. To such an extent was this the 
case, that it became actually necessary to invite such 
exlubitel-s to send further details for the due balancing , 
of a M'ork which at one time threatened to be over- 
whelmed with comhionplace. This seems to liave 
prov^ effectual ; and few cases can now be pointed 
out of insufficient description attached' to deserving 
phjects. When from various causes, which it is easy to 
conjecturij, the descriptions sent still proved inadequate, 
they were extended, or received the addition of an 
expUnatory note. The foima^^ sentences, the 
right selection of te^s, and all the other things to bo 
attended to in literary comjposition, ^1^^ all to be 
done hero ; made*, with a 

moderate decree of siU^ a harmonious 

whole this anomalous ind incongruou(^ heap of literary 
material. Just as varies the handwriting of ci'ery 
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individual, so, though in a lesser degree, will be found 
to vary what is well understood as tlus * style* of every ! 
writer. Let it he also remembered that a consider-.^ 
able amount of the manuscript was forwarded by that 
large and meritorious class of exhibitors — artisans, and 
in its grammatical and brthbgrapliical •construction was 
consequently full of internal evidenc^ of its humble 
origin. ■ \ ' 

These diffleultica, great as they must have proved, 
were trifling in comparison with one which still 
remains to bo adverted to— the queer Ujjsrary produc- 
tions of the foreign cxliibiters. This will be best 
understood by coiisidering the difRciilt}” of translating 
technical terms into their English equivalents. As an 
example, something of the following description might 
have to be dealt with This lamp is at present time 
in the public domain. The simpleness of its Mechanism 

got over a noted preference upon the lamp, the 

name of which Avill ever be illustrioiiit^ It produces the 
same result exactly tliun that latter, biitJ|jMN!brds not 
Bp much difficulties as so its (JlcansiiHf^d repairing. 
Its immense success already oecupips several important 
manufactures, but which are rather more inclined so | 
sell a very low ijrices than luaving a good manufactur- 
ing. With that respect, M. *- — ^ the first and un- 
equalled french lan\p Manufacturer, may be ever highly 
eomniended for the rightly-acquired fume of his i>ro- 
ducts!!* 

Q]’, again, what would the reader make out of a gild- 
ing-lluiti which inicJjyKJ described as ‘allying very vrell 
with reserved •pflCsRo iinitato w’ood T Or how shpuld 
such a statement as the following he dealt with • — 

‘ Creator of my manufactory in 181 JO, being by 

myself a I have always worked in a line of anic- 

lioratioii and of improvement, all the models of my. 
productions, united in my warehouses, are established 
conscientiously; and of the best quality my only desire, 
being to arrive to an honourable result,’ 

U’he grammatical entanglement of a foreigner’s trans- 
lation of Iiis description of a piec^e of macdiinery — a 
mule for cotton-spinning, for example, or an agrieul- 
turjil imiilcment — c,an perhaps scarcely l)c conceived, 
it is easy to imagine the multitude of ludicrous mis- 
takes wdiich would thus arise, and tlie aj)pcaraiice of 
which in the work w’ould have destroyed its value and 
character. ICven were all correct, the foreign idiom 
must have been invariably preserved, and an extensive 
transjiosition of words in every second or third sentence 
would become necessary. 

However, after alterations and cotrections to an 
alarming extent, the book was actually got to' press, 

■ part by part; and having struggled through every 
difficulty, it now appears complete in a handsome form. 
Its delay is explained in the prci’aee as the result of an 
accumulation of cm’cctions and alterations of vtirioiis. 
kinds, many of w'hich w'en* made by a few out of the 
ICjOOO who sat down to wTite the work. The smaller 
catalogue was rapidly miitlo up from the corrected 
sheets of the larger one; and while the latter were 
obliged to lie inactive for awhile — if undergoing a 
dreadful process of docking can be so called — the 
smaller book was seen in every nook and ;illey of the 
Great Exhibitiou. • ^ 

The career of the smaller work ended just prior to 
the close of the Exhibition, when the present, perfect 
ill all its parts, appeared. A wide ami honourable 
field of scientific and commercial utility appears likely 
to bo occupied by this great work. Wo have often 
been struck with the fact, that comnierciai ipeiii in but 
few instances have perceived the relation of science to 
commerce. In this work it is shewn In a mailner not 
likely to be soon forgotten. 

The merchant may here learn the locality* the pro- 
bable supply, and, in many instfince^ the scientific 
. synonymes of tliosc substances in the s^o of which he 
is so deeply concerned ; and the philosopher may leiu'n 


. . 

also the vulgar and common terms of many of those 
things which have hitherto been fiuniliar to him in the 
dignified though less expressive designations of science. 

Oq another occasion we may again advert to these 
volumes, and present a few extracts from their contents. 
For the j^esent we have adhered to our original in- 
tention, and considered the work merely in its inte- 
resting character as one of the curiosities of literature. 
It would be unfair to conclude without statigg, since 
thefnet is not mentioned in the title, that the editor- 
jn-chief is Mr Robert Ellis of Sloanc Street. 


• H I N E S E IN C A L IE O UN I A. 

Not least extraordinary among the results of the 
gold-discovery in California is the new social relation- 
ship or intermixture of races which, already eom- 
inonccd, will doubtless go on to some interesting 
developments. We were mvare that the immense and 
crowded population of China had, under the iwosent 
dynasty, begun fairly to overflow its bounds, and that 
already colonies of Celestials liml planted tliemselves in 
the Indian Archipelago. We were not prepared, liow- 
ever, to hear of new tribes of emigrants from the same 
country floating across the North Pacific ; and yet such 
is tfic fact, as appears by an account just received 
from a writer in San Erancisco. ‘UTie Cbineee,* he 
says, ‘ are destined to oxereiso an important influence 
ill tins country. For the last six months they have 
supplied, a larger number of immigrants tban any 
other nation — not oxeeptiug the Atlantic section of , 
the Union. Scarcely a w'cedt elapses without the arrival 
of 150 or 200 Celestials. Very few of them forsake the 
country ; tliey appear to shape their course for perma- 
nent residcmco. The greater number equip themselves 
for mining, and set off in quest of gold ; hut many 
have settled down in trade or business in this city. 
The various grades of society are well represented ; 
many of them arc laboun.Ts and rustics, while sorm. 
appear to he educated and polished. 'I'licy all hail 
from Canton : it -would not be creditable to come 
from any other place. 

‘It is a curious fact that, although there are .from 
10,000 to 20,000 of these people in California, very few 
of lluaii are females. The w'omeii do not come : I 
know of but two or tlirco Chinese women in this city. 
One of theirt is tlie noted Miss A toy— a distinguished 
charactei’, who has no pretensions to beauty* tliougli 
slie is not liomely. She lives in a very public jihice, 
and shews herself at the door — always in regular 
national costumer— with Chinese pantaloons of pure 
wdiite or higlily-wronght satin. 

‘ You cannot look into the streets but you sec troops 
of Chinese — liere a dozcii inarching in single file, 
irregularly, and making a tour of observation, noting , 
with curiosity everything around them. Yonder is 
another troop, twenty or thirty more, laden -with tiui 
pans, boots, and various preparations for the mines; 
Still larger botlies may be seen with sacks of sugar and 
rice on their backs, carrying them to their storehouses 
lifter the manner of ants; or if the load he too heirvy 
for one, two of them tug it on a i>ole. There is a chap 
with a huge basket of clothing, at tlie heels of an 
odd-looking genius who wears odd - look ing spectacles, 
and who reads his book as he goes to find the proper 
stopping - places. Occasionally you behold fifty or a 
hundred in one gang, just arrived, and staring with 
amazement at everything, getting along about as fast 
as cTiildrcn going to echooion a paradt-day. 

‘’The Chinese are slow in assuming the American 
costume. Their clumsy shoes first come oiT, and 
replaced by boots, often much too large. Tliey w 
fond of big lx>ots, and will seldom submit to a go^ fit 
if they can get a pair of greater capacity for the aaime 
money. Theii* feet are generally small A iViend of 
mine had a stock of small boots that he did not know 
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vlmt to do iirith : a Chiapaioi, atti^acted by tli$lr cheap* 

' ftOM, bouglit a pair, and Bbonj^tnni^ 'with swo^ of 
bis countrymen, who exhausted the impply before night. 

^ After sticking their ttether extreumties into leathern 
boots, the rerointidn attackn head. The black 
iroolhm skull-cap^ or the bi^ cane iimbrclla-nnt, heafy 
as Oharlemagners crown, gives place to the California 
slouch. ITuriher than this the CMnaman seldom 
advan(?ef : about one in fifty takes the next step, which 
is to don tlie entire American costnme ; ' but the mass 
continue to exhibit their wiry, elliptic shanks enveloped 
in tight flannel or nahkeen, or each one sticking 
tliroilgh a petticoat which ventures scarcely below^he 
‘■■'kiniev/.:-' 

* Wlien employed as cooks and servants the Cliinesc 
find it convenient to assume an American name ; but 
under otlicr circumstances they make no change. A 
cook who had some outlandish Chinese name made 
clmice of Thoipas Tuck as his English synohyme. A 
card lately published in our papers, recommending a 
certain ship in which the authors had arrived, was 
signed San Afa«, Chung les, Pew Chung, Lee Chin, and 
Long Fun, Their signs are becoming quite numerous 
on our streets. AVc have Laundry Establishment, by 

Cheonij ; Ton Woo, Chinese Goods ; Ying IIo, 
Canton Wash-house; Chinese Silk-Stere; 

(hr C^ong, Washing and Ironing. 

* One Of their grand depots is at the head of Clay 
Street, where they have erected a very handsome 
storehouse. The sign is painted in their own tongue, 
though the characters are placed horizontally, and not 
in perpendicular column^, as is their custom. The 
house is crammed, like their other quartering -places, 
with hundreds of trunks and bundles, and witli various 
kinds of merchandise. The merchants mostly remain 
in their stores, waiting for the visits of customers. 
Borne small traders liawk their wares from door to 
door. ' They are equal to the Yankees in driving a 
bargain, and their economy is midouhted. It is said 
that they can but-trick the Yankees in trade, in proof 
of which 6i)ccimcns of tea made of dead wood ai’e 
exhibited, It is even said that they can transform 
linen sliirts Into excellent calico ones in the process of 
washing and ironing. When a customer calls they 
oxliibit wonderful exportness in comprehending his, 
wants and arranging a bargain ; but the tax-collector 
avers that he cannot by any possible means make 
them understand the objcjct of his visit. 

**They are very temperate, and a Chinaman is 
scarcely ever known to be drunk or noisy in Iho 
etreets. In their houses they Jiialce meri^ with music 
and dancing. They arc fond of smoking cigaritos, and 
are growing in civilisation fust enough to smoke in the 
■•...streeiSi . 

< On a Sabbath morning lately I entered their estab- 
jUshment in Clay Street, and found some twenty of, 
them sitting on the boxes, quietly occupied in sewing 
bags of buckskin for gold-dust. Tliey were evidently 
unskilled in the art. One of the party wore a thimble, 
;ahd others had a rag tied on the finger instead. 1 
Was shewing one of them how tq do his work better, 
when another stepped up to shew roe his work, which 
, was neatly done. He was higWy gratified with my 
approbation. 

* Their ironiilg is done with a smooth - bottomed 

skillet filled with five coals, which is moved over the 
fitbpc moans of the lianme in the same way that a 
warming-pan is used. One of them found a vestethat 
ho was iroiung to be too Ary; wherottpoh, filling his 
mouth with water, ^ the gaiiuent 

# Each ironing * table is 

;:^pplJcd!vM a bowl of water: for this purpose.* 

then haasards^ a (Xinjectiire^ that alter the 
men hate estaMisto^ a homo they; will send Ihr th^r 
? wjves f but this betrays Mi fenorsitiie o^^ 

;Wl.dcU' ptohlblte/w^en 


the country— a prohibition not the less stringently 
enforced, that the superabundance of the sex leads to 
the practice of infanticide. When wo consider, how- 
ever, the heterogenooua i>opu]ation of the auriferous 
state— JPrench, Irish, ^oteb, English, Americans, 
Spaniardii, Mexidans, Sandwich Islander^, Indians, and 
many others-r^m^ assent to hiii obscrvatioii, that * events 
of great moment in the histb^ of the world are destined 
to grow out of the rapid colonisation of the Pacific 
jfiiore, Olid the opening of now channels of commerce 
and social intercoarse. The past half of the present 
century is full of the miracles of science and art : the 
current half will not be wanting. Who can imagine 
what the year 1901 will bring forth ? China, Japan, 
India, the llilands of the sea, will not be as they now 
are. A turning and an overturning are at hand. Tiic 
Chinese emigration* to California is one link in the 
chain.* 

It appears that the more the diggings are extended, 
the more of the precious metal is discovered : the 
value of the quantity collected and to be collected 
w’ithin the present year, is estimated at 100,000,000 of 
dollars— or L.20,000,000 sterling. The mines of Russia 
have hitherto been the most productive ; Init their yield 
of L.4:,000,000 annually is now exceeded fivefold by 
that of California. Unexpected returns have been 
obtained fVom several mills lately set up to cnifih 
the quartz rock by water-power ; one of them is said 
to give ‘a net profit of 100 dollars per hour.’ It 
is calculated that the auriferous deposits cannot he 
exhausted in 1000 years. 

Owing to tbo fact, that gold is not used in Cliina as 
currency in any form, or in the payment of dues «r 
taxes, none of the metal can be sent to that country 
without incurring a positive loss. On the other hand, 
at New York gold is worth 18 dollars an ounce, 
while in California it is not worth more than 1(> 
dollars ; consequently a large profit is realised by the 
mere sending of it from one siile of the American con- 
tinent to tlie other. Tlie prices of vegetables at San 
Francisco mid the diggings are, as reported, almost 
fabulous: potatoes, 10 dollars a bushel; turnips and 
onions, 2o to 621- cents each ; eggs, from 10 to 12 
dollars a dhzen. Wood is so scarce that coal is burnt, 
wdiich costs from .60 to 100 dollars per ton ; and it is 
supposed that a good trade may lie estahlishcd for the 
coal of Vancouver’s Island and our Australian colonies. 
Pine boards and .timber^ locally termed ‘ lumber,* sold 
at one time at from 600 to 000 dollars per 1000 feet ; 
blit tbe price is now 86 dollars, and, witli wages at 15 
dollars a day, it cannot bo produced in the country for 
less. The lumhcr-morchants of the eastern states con- 
sequently hope to do a good trade in this commodity : 
they caii supply the wockI at 1 6 dollars per 1000 feet, and 
the freight will be 24 dollars, making the cost less th.an 
half that of the CaUfpmiaii pine. The demand for 
lumber for several years to come is estimated at 
20,000,000 feet annually. When all the arrangements 
are complete, it is intended that the passage from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific ports shall not occupy more 
than 20 days — thus, New York to Chagres, 7 days; the 
Isthmus, 8 days ; Panama to Ban Francisco, 10 days. 
Meantime sailing-vessels have made tlie voyage by 
way of Cape Horn' in from 90 to 100 days; the route 
recommended is to stand broad ofiT from the Horn, so 
as to get beyond tile currents and baffling airs near the 
land, and witliin the influence of the south-east and 
liOTtli- west trade-winds. By this means the voyage 
from the Cape to San Fraheiseo may often be per- 
formed in less tinia than from Fafiama to the same 
place.. 

rit ap^Mafiirtiter, that Callfor^^ is remarkable for 
^me 'oteer gold. Many 

singftfiar petriftetionk met with on dififerent 

ports of ike coast | and in the Bay of San Francisco 
tteesj^ to which boats are 




not unfrcquently made fast at low- waterfall Aiidicati^ 
a volcanic origin. The same cause is still at work in 
what ore called the * Pluton Geysers ’-^that is/ the hot 
springs of the Valley of the Pluton. These have lately 
been visited and examined by Mr Shepherd, professor 
of geology In Ohio; who ielates that after exploring 
the Napa Valley for a distance pf SO^iies, ho canie 
with liis party to n group of 20 springs, varying in 
temperature from 98 to, 189! degrees, although lying 
within a space of half a mile square. What is more 
remarkable, the temperature of individual springs 
changes Gousidctably in the course of a fhw weeks, 
becoming cold Or intensely hot. The professor felt 
desirous to iliid the spot wliere the intensity of this 
action would bo greatest, and pursued his ‘exploration. 
To quote his own words : 

‘ We travelled north-westerly frbra the head of Napa 
Vtilley, and after encamping one or two nights, in the 
rain, and wandering through almost; impenetrable 
Ihickcds, reached the summit of a high peak on the 
morning of the fourth day. On the west we saw the 
vast l*jiciflc; on the east, the lofty *Tan^ of the Sierra 
Nevada; while on the north, almost immediately at 
our iect, there opened an immense chasm, apparently 
formed by the rending of the mountains in a direction 
from west to east. The sun’s rays had already pene- 
trated into the niirrow valley, and so lighted up the 
deep defile tliiit from a- distance of four or five miles 
we distinctly saw clouds and dense columns of steam 
rapidly rising from the hanks of the little river Pluton. 
It was now the 8tii of February: the mountain-poaks 
ill the distance were covered with snow, while ' the 
valley at our feet wore the verdant garb of summer. 
It was with difficulty we could persuade ourselves that 
we were not looking clown upon some manufacturing 
city, such as Pittsburg or Wheeling, until by a tortuous 
descent we arrived at the spot where at once the 
secrets of the inner world opened upon our astonished 
Bimses. In the spacje of half a mile square we discovered 
fj'om 100 to 200 openings through wliich the steam 
issued with violence, sending up dense columns to a 
lieight of nearly 200 feet, like our largest ocean- 
steamers, aud gradually diminishing to engines of one 
or two horse -power. The roar of the larger tubes 
could be heard for a mile or more.’ 

Some of those jets work * spasmodically,’ and when 
livist expectcHl, drench the incautious traveller with 
scalding water. The mineral and earthy matters held 
in suspension have formed cones over some of the 
oriflci?s, the interior of which appears to ho immense 
boiling caldrons, and you hear' the losMiig and foaming 
gyrations beneath your feet as you approach them. It 
is then a moment of intense interest. Curiosity impels 
you forward — fear holds you back ; and -while you 
hesitate, the thin ciust under your feet gives way, and 
you find yourself sinking into the fiery malstrdm ^low.’ 

Here also the quality and temperature of the springs 
close together vary greatly — ^from boiling-point down 
to icy cold — and furnishing an abundant variety of 
mineral waters, with * every natural faeility for vapour, 
shower, or plunge baths. Wliero the heated sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas is evolved, water appears to 
be suddenly formed,’ beautiful crystals of sulphur depo- 
sited, aiffi more or less sulphuric acid generated. In 
some places the acid was found so strong as to t\im 
black kid -gloves almost immediately to a deep red. 

Notwithstanding that the roc^s and earth in 

many xdaces are so hot as to burn yotir feet through 
the solos of your boots, is yet no appeai'ance of a 
volcano in this extraordinary spot. Were the action 
to cease, it would Ife difficult after a few 3^ars to per- : 
suade men that it ever existed. The r^ks around you 
are rapidly dissolving under the poWerM met^ 
action going on. Porphyry and jasper Iro l^ransibxmed 
into a kind of potters clay ; granite is rehd8r^ so 
soft that you may crush it t^tweem yotur fini^ 


;eut it as easily as bread unbaked; and feldspar appears 
to be converted partly into 

The action of heat on wood was also strikingly cxld- 
bttci^in stdiups of trees silicified, and others converted 
into lignite or brown coaL This fket perhaps may help 
tb exi)iaii! the occurrence of sUicifled wood in Van 
i)iemen*s Land, which has often proved a puzzle to 
geologists* There wore also ‘some drops of a very 
dense and liighly refractive fl uid ; ’ and Professor 
Shexdierd * was led to believe that purecarboii might, 
under sneh circumstances, cryslaliisc and form the 
diamond.’ Unfortunately he lost tlic specimon in his 
attempt to secure it. 

The effect produced on living vegetation is thus 
described; — *A green tree cut down and obliquely 
inserted hi one of the. conical mounds was so changed 
in tliirty-six hours that its species would not have been 
recognised except from the portion projecting outside, 
around wlucli beautiful crystals of sulidmr had already 
Ibrmed.’ 

The heated and sulidiurous vapours have no injurious 
effect on the vegetation of the locality, for large forest- 
trees flourish within fifty feet of the boiling si>rings, 
animals abound In the tickets, and birds siiig in tile 
branches. 

Professor Shepherd thus concludes; *I have now 
traced the influence of this thermal action from 200 to 
300 miles on the rncific coast to California, but only 
in this place have I been permitted to witness its 
astonishiiig intensit3^ ’J'lio nictamorijhic action going ' 
on is at this moment eifecting important changes in 
the structure and conformation of the rocky strata. It 
is not stationary, but apparently moving slowly east- 
ward in the I’lnton Valley.’ He considers that if tlie 
cauBp of action be carefully studied, the rosnU will bo 
to throw light on many geological - xdienoinciia at 
Ijrescnt inexplicable. 

ItAMBLKS IN SEAKCH OF WILD-FLOWEIIS. 

PECEMUEK. 

* And after him came next the chill December ; 

Yet be, through merry feasting which he made 
And great bonfires, did not the cold remember—*' 

His Saviour’s birth so much his mind did glad. 

Upon a shaggy-bearded goat he rode, 

The same wherewith Dan Jove in tender years, 

Tliey say, was nourisht by the Idean Mayd ; 

Ami in his hand a broad, deope bowle ho bearos, 

Of which he freely dviukes a health to all his peers.* 

— SprjNSKn, 

But ‘great bonfires’ and * merry feasting,’ however 
much indulged in in Dcvonsliirc, are not iiewled to 
the end that one should ‘ not the cold remember, * for 
winter on England’s sweet south-westem coast is not 
like that season in other places. In South Devon, 
tender shrubs, which in most counties are stripped Of : 
their leaves in October, remain verdiint till late in the 
winter. I have seen the new spriiig-lcavos spreading 
their tender green, and flower -buds formed on the 
branches of the rose-tree, wliilst those of tlie former 
year still retained their green as they htmg unshaken / 
on their stalks. Fuchsias, geraniums, and the cccre- 
mocarpus, ’ whose delicate leaves are so soon touched 
by frost, eoutinuo to bloom till long after Chrislnias, 
and in very mild winters even as lato as March; wliilst 
many exotics, which in other counties would not sur- 
vive December without the protection of a greenhouse,, 
will stand Winter after avinter in the open ground ! . 
without even the protection of matting, and aUaih shst^! 
and strength unknown to the iiffiabitants of a gr^ 
house. When, therefore, I speak of finding fiowoifs m;? 
the field after their usual soasem is past, do hot 
considered as a myth, but look on it--as it; if 
-HiutJier aa a th^ sweet, genial !fl^ 

wlhidi it has pleased God to endow pur e^thern coast, :! 


jpuilN AL. 


making it thei^bf so and a 

retreat for tboae iwor liousuniptive b^^ would 

be. liniible to b^r the cold blasts of in a less 

favourable pbyiian, aod whereby so many livcs^have 
been iirolon^ and sp much suftfering piitigatcd. 

But no^ alis I mean to talce a long rouAi through 
the lands, and to bring lipiiie .such wealth of berries as 
never wa^ seen, 1' really must have Qcorge and the 
donkey.: the forpicr to climb the hedges and collect the 
spoil, add the latter to help to bring it home when 
cdllectecl. The flower -fkneier who lives by the sea- 
shore has seyetdt great advantages over one who lives 
>in an inland situation, hcoause there are many plants 
which love saline pnrtielcs, and flourish witliin their 
influence, but do not exist where those particles are 
not to be found; yet he has one marked disadvantage: 
the i>ersoii who lives' in au inland position forms 
the centre of a circle of as many miles of land as he 
can traverse, and therefore has about twice as much 
'fleld for his observation as tlic sea -shore collector, 
inasmuch as the circle of the latter is lialf composed of 
sea, an clement on which he can find no food for his 
fancy, ilemdmber, I do not the botanist, but the 
flower - collector ; for of course lie who studios the 
marine plants does not come under rny remark. Now 
this circumstance must account for my so often leading 
my flriends at the outset of our walk or ride in the same 
dimition: at Jiudloigh Salterton tliere are but two 
roads by which you may quit the village — one leading 
to Sidmouth, and the other to Kxmouth ; aiul though 
these soon branch off into other roads and lanes, so as 
to provide an abundant variety of walks, there is . neces- 
sarily a little monotony in the commencement of our 
rambles. 

Mounted on Jack, and with George, my trusty 
knight, by niy side, vro therefore set oil' once more up 
the village, along by the blacksmith’s glowing shop, 
and BO over the heath to the Exmouth road, because 
there grow the finest hollies of all in tliat holly-decked 
neighbourhood ; and as Christmas is drawing near, 1 
propose getting a rare stock of its bright berries, as 
well as those of other kinds, for the decoration of my 
rooms ; not for tlie reason as.sjgncd by Brand, for 
decking houses with evergreens in Ilecembcr — ‘that 
the sylvan spirits might repair to tluun, and remain 
unnippod by frost and cold wdrids until a milder season 
hod renewed the foliage of their darling abodes,’ hut 
because 1 love old customs— at least all harmless ones 
— and because I love and would cultivate cheerfulness;'" 
mid tliough living now iilone, I See not why my house 
sUoiitd not look as bright, and I be os happy, as my 
neighbours : indeed, the house of the solitary needs the 
help of such external influences to enliven it, even more 
than that of the family where tliere are bright young 
faces . Mi beaming with Christmas joy, and all sorts of 
social greetings between old and young and middle- 
'!aged, to cheer a family circle. And so I set forward, 
resolved that my house should be very gay, and that in 
berries at anyrate I would outvie my neighbours. 

: There was no frost, np snow; the leaves still lingered 
ph the hedges, a few here and there tinged with those 
deepest shiMes of red and puiqilo aiid bronze wliich 
prec^e tlieir final departure ; but many naore than 
mnain bii tlie branches lie in heaps under the hedge 
and on the bank ; and as you pass along, hundreds of 
small birds spHtig up fVom their feast of hips and haw-: 
thoih-bcrjd 0 S--’BtartUng you with their sudden flight as 
they : alight on some bush a little 

farther^ on tir resume theirn^chirping and their fliod. 
And tiien on some twig cloSo to you, and in full sights 
sweet Robin sits and sings, by tlie 

sight of human beings^ hw ^gjit oran^red breast 
'havii]|g^0idued its full wldtbr : i^dmess; and looking' 
Miudulil' brlllj^t as the liolly^berries %i the neigh- 
tree, and his song possessing; more power Mtd : 
than at any other tiine of the year, v ' 


And now we have entered bn the scene of our gather- 
ings, and there are trees refulgent with Ixjrries, and of 
a size not often surpassed. At first they appear only 
here and there, hut about a mile from the village the 
hedge on the right hand is chiefly foiled of holly, and 
large trees of it, •some twenty feet bi* more in height, 
stand out M in^vals in all the pride of beauty, h'or 
how many long years has the holly been the theme of 
song mid praise ! Hqw many years has it been in repute 
as a Christmas ornament l Oortainly it liad attained 
this pre-eminSnoe before the English language ni-rived 
at its present brthograpliy, for there exists an old carol 
or ballad in the Harlelan collection at the British 
Museum which curiously contrasts it with the ivy, 
putting tlig latter into a most lamentable position. 
NeverthelGBS, the much - despised ivy shall have its 
‘ honour due,* both in oitr houses and in my botanical 
record. 

The common ivy (IMera h€Ux) is of the natural 
order CupnfolUtoemr^thQ name is supposed to be derivcci 
from the Celtic Wra, a cord. Incredible as it may 
seem to the ordinayr observer, there is but one species 
of this tribe indigenous in likigland ; and indeed the 
whole genus boasts but two species, unless we consiilor 
the Irish ivy {HMera hiilix v€y^ta\ whieh is a native of 
Madeira, as .one. In appearance, however, there are 
two English species : one which runs over walls, trees, 
and ruins, sending out largo brandies crowned with 
blossoms and berries, and forming woody stems us 
thick or thicker tlian the wTist, with leaves egg-shaped 
and slmr])ly pointed, of one clear g^cen ; ami another 
not half the size of tiio former, tlie leaves of whieh 
are fivc-lobcd, and veined with white, tlieir colour variyd 
with purple, bronze, and even yellow and rod ; it 
grows close to the wall, or trunk of tlie tree on which 
it spreads, and produces neitlicr blos.sionis nor berries.’ 
But these are merely varieties of the .same species, the 
apparent differences proceeding from the accidents of 
soil and situation; and this may be proved by taking a 
bit of the root of the larger sort, and iilacing it dose to 
a wall or tree, where you will soon see it assume the 
growth and appearance of the smaller sort, and continue 
to maintain it until it rises tcvt height wliere there is 
no substance on which it can fix the iiumeroua fibres 
thrown out from the stems; it will then begin to alter 
its cbaractor, become woody and brandied, and throw 
out blossoms ; the leaves will also assume the undivided 
form and the uniform green which marks the larger 
sort. 

The ivy blossom appears in October or November. 
It is formed with five stamens, one pistil, and five 
small oblong petals. The flowers are in umbels, and 
produce one-celled berries, whi^i when ripe, and that is 
about April, are black and very Jiandsome. I nm not 
aware that it lias any medicinal properties, neither is it 
good for the food of man; yet in it -we may remark a 
gracious provision for the benefit of some of the lower 
animals. When the hawthorn and other berries which 
have supplied the blackbirds and other feathered deni- 
zens of the wild with food daring the winter are nearly 
exhausted, and the summer fruits arc not yet ripened, 
there comes in to. abundant crop of ivy berries; and 
this is not allj for at the close of the flower season, when 
the ‘sedulous bees* can find hut little to sup|)ly their 
watts, the sweet blossoms of the ivy expand, and then 
around every ivy -crowned bridge and wall you may 
hear the air all vocal with the busy hum of these pretty 
honey-gathcrerli, who cluster among the blossoms by 
hundreds. Pigeons^ blackbirds, thrushes, and other 
birds rejoice in the berries, and the stumps of ivy 
form a favourite biiflding-place for blackbirds and some 
uther kuids. also very fond of its leaves; 

therefore ivy shall fstond without the dore ful sore 
:actld/ ■ -o' ■■ ' 

But^now for the holly^ for aro;co 
hei^ trees, with myriads of berries, the 
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loaves glittering in tlio sunshine, anil the ‘birdies* 
glancing about among them between the branches. 
Jlut the finest buncljes are too Jiigh, and fiir above my 
roach. What shall I do?— for I had set my mind on 
gathering for myself. Why I must remount Jack, 
and perhaps by getting him in close uador tlie tree, and 
it may be a little way up tho bank, I inay succeed* in 
roaohing those splendid branches. So Jock was pushed, 
and pulled, and pommelled about, until ho had at last 
rthsumod tlie position req^uired ; and then up 1 got, but, 
alas ! 1 had miscalculated, for niy hoad«\vii8 not very 
much higher than before, and all the most glowing 
branches preserved their beauties into tin! 

‘I can climb up easy, ma'am,’ said George; and 
iM'fore I codld reply with conseut or dci,'jal, ticorge 
was crashing through tlie branches and dry leaves on 
tlie top of the hedge. 

‘Is’ot that tree, George,’ cried I, seeing him begin 
to asci'iid one whoso berries were not of so brilluuit a 
red as its neighbour — for be it knoMgi that there is 
great diversity in their hue, some trees liearing much 
duller berries than others — ‘Nottl^at; the next;* and 
George, obedient though anient, was presently aloft 
ill till* one indicated, lopping off sueh branehes, all one 
glow of scarlet, that soon there lay at my feet enough 
to clothe Jack in a bristly panoply from head to foot. 
And now my jiurveyor Inning descended from the tree 
- not wliolly uiiseathod though, for it is ill climbing in 
a holly- bush — we jog on through Knowle, and as w'c go, 
we may amuse ourselves with talking over tho holly, 
its Mruetnre and properties, lie it known, then, that 
though Ciiina, Carolina, Madeira, and other countries 
hoaht of numerous species of this plant, which is of the 
natural order Cilastnnr*^, iv\ Britain there is only one 
indigenous to the land, and tiiat is the common holly 
(Iftr although there liavc been several 

\ urieties produced by culture from this species. Tlu*. 

I main eliuraeteiifltics of all, however, are alike. The 
j bark U grayish; tlic lea\e8 alternate, shining, and 
I of a deep gr<‘eii, remaining verdant throughout tho 
>ear: thiy are spiny, the lower leaves more so than 
tho uppti*, the margin of the former Ix'ing waved, 
and foiming many a<*uto points, whilst those of the 
latter me in general sniootli, excepting one sharp spine 
at the extremity of the leaf. The flowers spring from 
the axils of tho leaves, and aro wrhito and somewhat 
uiiihellate. IJloomlng early in the year, their geniieiis j 
eonlinue to increase, hceome globular, and as they | 
ripen, assume a searlot hue, more or less brilliant — a | 
difleren(‘C proceeding, X imagine, from soil or other 
adventitious circumstance. This lierry contains four I 
cells, in each ^f w hich is one oblong, pointed seed, j 
w hieh wdicn it falls to tho ground, ve^dates freely 
among the fallen leaves, from whence the young xdaiits 
may be transplanted in early spring or autumn by 
tho hundred. Every part of this plant is useful : as 
feueos, the iiriekly leaves render it invaluable, although 
its slow growth is a disadvantagt^ ; tho wood is much 
in repute with turners, as it is very hard, white, and 
close-grained, presenting a beautiful surface. It is 
much used in mosaic or inlaying work, and is also 
put under thin plates of ivory, to render tho latter 
more brilllanl. Birdlime is made of the hark, its 
berries arc tho food of multitudes of bird.s, and its blos- 
soms tho delight of bees and of many other insects. 
Evelyn states that the superior loaves, dried to a fine 
])owder, and druuk in white wine, oro good for one 
complaint, and the most x>t^hited, mixcrl and boiled 
with other imUtcrR, for several others ; and also that a 
dozen of the rijio lierries being swallowed would disperse 
l»lilogm without danger ; but these, I suspect, wore some 
of tiie notions of an nge less advanced in medical know- 
ledge than the present, for Woodville in his Medical 
Jhtauy takes no notice of the holly. JiJvelya was an 
enthusiast in holl}', and had a most uohle hedge of it in 
his garden at Deptford, on which he thus expatiates : 


‘ Is there under heaven a more glorious and refreshing 
object of the kind than an iraprt‘gnablo ffenco of near 
tJireo hundred foot in length, nim* foot high, and live 
in diameter, wrhich 1 can shew in my iKxir garden, at 
any \ime of the year, glittering with its armed ami 
varnishods leaves ? the taller stiuidards at orderly 
distances blushing w’ith their natural corah It mocks 
at the rudest assaults of the w’ealhor, b(^ai»t.««, or hedge- 
breakers, “ et ilium nemo iinpune lacessit.” ’ 

Ho then proceeds to give many important directions 
for the growth and culture of hollies, and adds : ‘ 'Hiis 
rare hedge— the boast of my villa— was planted iii>on 
a burning gravel exposeii to the meridian sun.* But 
there seems to have been a hedgt* in the grounds of 
Sir M. l>ecker, at Richmond, which even surpiissixl 
Evelyn’s in grandeur. This plant — wdiieh never 
looks more hi^autiful than wdien its brilliant green 
foliage and coral-berries .nre breaking through a iimntlo 
of lustrous snow^— presents many cultivated varieties: 
one wdtli yellow l)erries, and another with a silvery 
edging to its leaves, but none of them cipial in l>cauty 
[.the connnou ri'd prickly holly, a sprig of which is Iho 
badge of the ehiii Drummond, l! is called in Gaelic 
Cnd Tltioiin. 

I ‘And now, George,' said I, as we worked our W'ny 
thr^ugli Knowle, ‘wJierc can we get some huleher'.s 
hiooni ?’ 

‘G tlierc’s plenties, marim, at Uaye's 'ooil, hut I 
donnt know tor any handiiT nor that,’ was George*s 
rt*pl.V. 

‘And how far is Uaye's Wood from hence?* asked I. 

‘'riiey do cull't about a nmiie and half hiTC from,’ 
answered George in ills broad Devonshire dialect, 
wherein wo have almost eontiiiental pronuneiatioii 
of some vowels, and wonderful (dipping of otheis, 
with sucli strange iii\erhions of personal and pos- 
sehhi\e xironouus as are, J believe, unknown in other 
lands. 

^‘Theii you must get me soiiie to-morrow, George. 
W'us my decision; for another ‘inaile and half’ on a 
donkey, and two miles and u half h.udc, was move than 
Illy ]>hU()Sophy could cont(‘nix>Iate — ‘and we will ffo 
round tho lanes by ^lie mill, and look for some iris- 
berries, and at) homo by J^ershrook ; ’ and (h^orge, 
well pleased w'ith the prospect of some pence for his 
to-morrow’s evcursioii, gave Jack a Ihuiiq), and seizing 
him by the Imdle, dashed through tho lirook which 
crosses the road, all regardless of tho watiT reaching 
above his ankles; and off w'c trotted at douhle-(juick 
time tlirougli most tortuous lanes, still beautiful in 
their setiucfttered shelter, and ov(*rhung with ivy and 
holly, and hips and haws, the banks here and there 
displaying a few brightp blossoms of ragwort, or 
seabious, or St .John’s wewt, and oeeusionally a pink 
campum rather i>inch<?d in truth, yet still pretty 
and bright. Soon we fell in wdth the iris-berries in 
X)rofii.se abundance, and highly oinaiucntol they are 
to tho country all through the autumn and winter; 
they are tho fruit of tlie fth fatidissimaj one of tlte 
only two stK'cles wdiieii are indigenous in our own land ; 
for though tliore an^ so many gorgeous varieties whi<‘h 
add to the decoration of our gardens, they are all 
imports from other countries — the common yellow'- 
Ihg or fleur-de-lis (/m pseudo aro/ u,s)j and that 
whose berries I was so(*king, but wdiosc nat^ie I am 
sorry to write, because, Ihougli most niipropriate, it is 
so inelegant —tho stinldng iris (L /ntidissma)^ being 
our only two native kinds. Tliey belong to the natural 
ordftr ynf/fcrr. The veryjjanio of iris denotes beauty, 
being licstovi^Hl by the ancients from tiic variety of its 
colours. Loudon says: ‘According to Plutandi, the 
word iris signified, in the ancient h'gyiitiiiri tongue, rye 
— tho cyo of heaven ; * and iris is tho name of the rain- 
bow. Ono of the Ibreign sxKH'ies {Iris yrrmmica)^ a 
native of Germany, jiroduces that sw'ect, viuWt-scented 
axticlo the orris-root — a corruption of iris -root—- 
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; td. 

' :".tdpt}i^|^?:%iMi9es liaTing. oth^':.|ici.eiElical . um«, mid 

i Ipiiiag ■4j«p::'Kii;fij^ ..|b)^:'Kfit}i^4es"''to dp black. Tba 
: .t1iai»li and. etiairr^bottoms ;'. iwid- 

-tliftt ;-1;ho berries roasted' am 
E ?#n subsHtuto for ooflbe. It is conimon in 

:|i: :®^ like that of all irises, with 

much shorter tlian the 
; yellowrdag, grows front twe^to 

rifbttc foot In height, throwing up from a flno group of 
1 ^!^^ sword-elinped leaves its long flower-staiks, 
three blossoms, which expand ono after tlie 
5bth^, ami are of a brigiit yellow. The other species 
less common than the former : it is 
found most abundantly in all the sotith^westcrn coun'* 

; ties of England, hut is rare elsewhcro, and not met with 
. at aU in Scotland. Hooker says, and most truly, ^ in 
Devonshire it is so ft^uent that you can hardly avoid 
walking among it when herborising, and being annoyed 
by tlm smoll;*, and Withering tells us that it has a 
BineU * like rancid bacon.* Decidedly the odour which 
exhales from any mit or bruised part is most odeiisive, 
and' almost : enough to deter one from venttiring to 
assail it; but, luckily, it docs not ciontinue long; and 
i after it has once siihaidcd it docs not return unless you 
macerate it anew, so that the flower or capsule may 
, be used in tlie decoration of a room with impunity. It 
is in Ibrm like all the rest of its trilxj ; the coloxir of the 
Idoasoin which appears in June is a dull grayish purple; 
in growth H is smaller and lower than the yellow-flag; 
it prefers dry soil, and is abundant on the limestone 
hills near Torquay, where it looks very hrilliant — ^rising 
in tufts among tlie groat boulders of limestone, which 
crop up l:)ctween the short thymy turf on those beauti- 
ful heights. Its ^pcat beauty, however, lies in its 
alnindant fruit, which, forming about July, lies closed 
up in its largo three -lohed calyx of deep green till 
towards winter, when the segments of the calyx begin 
to divide, and display at each of tlie three openings a 
double row of round yellow berries, ye^ smooth, and 
as large as a i»ea, sljowing that each capsule encloses 
six rows of s<?cd.s with about six or seven in each row: 

; as they lua-ture the sepals open wider, and the berries 
deepen in colour until they attain a briglit orange^rod ; 
so that during Novemlxjr and Dqcoraber they present 
a very beautiful app^far^mcci. Three or four cif these 
masses of berries hang on ghcIi . stalky depressing it by 
i ‘their weight into a graceful curve; ns winter advances 
the calyx becomes stifl* and brown, and turns back 
towards the stem, contrasting well with the bright, 
coral-seeds which it thus discloses more fully; so tliat 
till quite spring they continue to be singular and 
attractive objects, and greatly enliven the wintry 
(X)louring <>f the hMge or hillside^ 

Eaden with spoils, we now passed along through lames 
h)vely even at of the year; my donkey 

from,, time to time stopping uiireproved to cr^op the 
herbage by tlic roadsiflcyor to browse on some of the 
few plaiita ih t^ie hedge which Dame Winter had spared. 
I like donkeys in spite of their proverbial dulncss 
and stnhbomnesai for which faults of character, by the 
by, 1: often think man fe more blaniable than tlie poor 
maligned beast. Why ehowM not the’ breed be im- 
provable by proper care as ^vell as ftiat of the nj^ble 
Andalusian and Egyptian anknals, whidi arc, 1 believe, 

, of the same race as bur own ? Dpi&eys are picturesque 
objects in a ia^eape; and a nice group of shaggy 
, animals^ with a fliiie foal or t^, has- n^ unfrequently 
formed a subject, and a pleasin^^^ b^ the painter, 
wliile eveu f ibets have not ibft the tribe wholly untouched ■ 

ppw we turn into a pretty sort of terrace-li^br"- 


If lane that may^ called which has a hedge only on 
one side, the other being formed by a sadden fall of 
some feet— to a sweet, green meadow, at the end of 
which is a pretty overshot rusrio mill. Beyond it lie 
orchards beautifid in spring, wlien earpefed witli prim- 
roses and hyacinths, and overimng with rosy apple- 
blossoms ; through these orchards and the meadow 
flows the clciurliitle stibafh which works the mill, 
and spebdUy joins our path, by the side of which it 
courses along till we roach Eersbroojk. Soon we And 
ourselves descending the steep, steep hill which feads 
from tlie Sidmouth rood into the vill^^ and from the 
top of Whicli we sjeem to look down into the chimneys 
of the houses, so abrupt its descent. But then thn 
wide view c^tlie sea which it commands is jO entrancing 
that, watching tlie blue waters, we forget the hill, and 
suddenly And that ■wo are close to the terrace and 
almost at home. 

And here, for the present, I close my rambling 
observations oii#vild-flo\vor8. 

FRENCH eOTTAGE COOKERY.* 
Max>amis Miau often expressed her astonishment that 
we English, who are so fond of lia'ving everything good, 
and spare ndtljer pains nor expense in inijwovoraonts, 
had never yet penetrated into the mystery of fattening 
fowls. ‘ Not hut that they are sometimes white, and 
good, and flit, altliough small; but to have them fo, 
sa^istie ! what a price you jwy I and, after all, look at 
tho difference between a fine Frejuih poulartk and one 
of the best of your “ leetl’ beasts.” * , 

* And in what consists the mystery ?* I asked. 

‘No mystery at all: darkness, cleanliness, buck- 
wheat, and new milk — votia toi^t. If tho milk is many 
hours milked, so as to bo the least idea sour, give it to 
your children, hut not to yout capons : let llio place 
they are confined in be perfectly dark, and let it he 
thoroughly cleaned once if not twice a day: the buck- 
wheat must not be in the slightest (l(;grce damaged : 
feed them yourself four times in tlie twenty-four hours 
with a paste of flour and new milk, just stiff enough 
to roll into the thickness of a worm, and in a fortnight 
or three weeks you will have tout ca pily a de wimx, , 
If you clioose to cram thorn, you come on quicker.* 

‘ But how cruel not to let them drink 1 * 

‘ Ah, ball ! they don’t raind that ; but I can’t think, 
however, a little fresh-drawn milk by itself sometimes 
will hinder their fattening : they must positively, how- 
ever, have nothing else.* 

‘ I thought/ observed I, ‘ that tbo geese in Franco j 
were as inferior to purs as tlie fowls were the contrary.’ 

‘Then you never were at Cherbourg k jour d<^ 
rois?’ y 

■‘•No.* . 

‘ I was once, and tlic geese live? still in my memory : 
so white, so smooth, so fat — like English babies ; and 
when you touched them with a fork in rpastiug, ah, 
the lovely sea of grease that flowed ! ’ 

‘ Disgusting I What you do with it?* 
l^ino jhliau atarod, and it was evident tiiat to her Ijie 
woH-fed fleshy goose, stuffed with onions and sage, so 
dear to the inhabitants of Dnriiam, was unknown ; so I 
begged her to proixiod with tlie cookery of her goose, 
which she ^d as fellows: — ‘Never baste your goose, 
but when tho idrij^ipg-pttn flUs, empty it; continuing 
to do so again till it has run all out, and 

tbo animal is goasted: tlien, whUo still hot» detach 

, : V Coniinii^ from No. S8S. 


the legs and wings ; wait until they cold, or better, 
till next day, when you must carefully place themv on© 
above the otlier, and a laurel leaf upon ©Seh, in a stone 
jar, till it is quite full ; remelt the greaso, and pour it 
over all. The bodies iu*e only fit to frkass^ for the 
poor.’ • 

‘ And how do you ©ai the legs and wings V 
‘III various ways: grill and serve with sauce a la 
nioutardey or make a liaricot, or stew them with houilhn^ 
butter, turnips* and seasoning— in fine, wkat you will.* 
The following dish also seemed to me now, and as 
there is no accounting for tastes, it may possibly bo 
liked by those fond of traditions, as it is recorded that 
St Hubert ate the liarcs he killed, cooked o^rording to 
this very jovial r€cip€, ^ 

Hare a la St Hubert, Skin it ^liilc quite warm, 
and cut it up as quickly as possible; put it into a 
copptT, with all the blood you can save ; four ounces 
of bacon fat, leeks, parsley, a bay leaf, and whatever 
liorbs you can most quickly procure, mmlo into a 
.bundle ; add a sufficiency of salt, a very little pepi)er, 
and lastly, a pint-and-a-lialf of good, strong, spirituous 
red wine. Hook the copiier on the pot -hanger — in 
France, as in Scjotland, there is always a hook hung 
in the chinincy to fasten the rmnnite to, high above 
tlie fire ; I suppose the hob answers the purpose, 
or might do so, in England — and set fire to the wine; 
while it is flaming, roll six ounces of butter in sonic 
flour, mid when it ceiiscs to burn add it to your stew ; 
half an hour will be enough ; when you may cat it, and 
bh ?.ss the memory of the good saint. 

I have no doubt that it is an excellent dish, and 
wortliy the attention of sportsmen ; hut what will tlicy 
.say to the following, which the good woman gave me, 
as something equally economical and excellent, and 
more attainable? I shall call it, w'liat in fact it is, a 
liedpe to dre^a Robin Redbreasts, Jemy Wrens, ami sic 
til e. — When they are fat, snare theivi ; empty, roll in 
slices of bacon fat, and roast a little more perhaps than ^ 
ten minu tcs. When quite cold, you cut ofl* and put aside : 
the wings and breasts ; the remainder you chop uii with j 
four shallots and two large glasses of any kind of white | 
wine, .salt, pepper, a clove of garlic, und some olive-oil. j 
Wimmer this mess twenty minutes, and strain it ; then J 
put into the sauce the reserved pieces, and warm by j 
degrees till hot : serve with fried brciid. It makes i 
almost as good a salmi as woodcocks, and as it may 
he tried upon sparrows, witliout sluKiking our British i 
feelings, I give Mn»« Mian’s recijic. • j 

Skate, flounders, plaice, and similar fish, taste much ! 
better au henrre noir; and as I know the worthy dame, \ 
altliQugh she likes recherche dislK*.«i, contrives to make - 
them more economically than any one else, I have ^ 
learned from her how she proceeds. j 

* Add to the water into which you put them an onion; 
a clove of garlic, a crushed clove, a bouquet and i 
half a tumbler dS vinegar; when it boils add the liver, 
aud let it make just nine more bubbles. Take off the 
pan, skim it carefully, and place it by the side of tlie ^ 
fire. Thesn put some butter into a fiying-pan, and 
wlien it boils crisp your parsley for garnishing. Take . 
that exit, and add to the butter a glass of vinegar, ; 
wliich must boil only one minute, when it is ah >■ proper 
state to pour upon the fish, which is sent up covered 
with crisped parsley. Frogs,* pursuwl madame, ‘ al- ! 
though a very expensive dish at Paris, are to be liad 
ill some places very reasonable, and the common frog 
makes as good broth as any ; but dressed as mon 
pawiwe cher M. Miau loved, nothi^ can possibly bo 
better.* 

‘ O pray tell me F • 

‘Well; cut fifty fat young frogs just a little below 
the fore -legs, aud skin the hinder ones; throw thesm 


for fire minutes into boiling water, W 

a little salt to blanch. In the meantime^ 
outtOee of butter arid a small s|k)onful of 11^^ mto 
stewrpah, and melt slowly, turning all the 
adding by degrees water, salt, pepper, ahd A 
gami, pop in your i>og8„ and hi them btetif 

twenty minutes. Take them qut, and arrangCj 
tastefully on a dish ; and lifting the ste\v<.pan 
the fire (having first removed tho bouqhOt), add; 
beaten yolks of three eggs to the sauce, turning pnO:n 
way until Uiick and smootJi ; pour it over your 
and serve hot. They are likewise very good fried ih^; ; 
butter after blanching, and when cold, dipped hi buttef^; 
and firied again a golden brown ; you must alwaya:' 
garnish with crisped parsley, and serve them very hot,: 
for cold frogs arc not good.’ ■ 

Artichokes Miau was very fond of; and I have 
frequently eaten them, as she generally prepared them 
for herself. Wlien nearly boiled enough, shd removied 
the choke and filled the hollow with parsley and cliives ■ 
cut small, with salt, pepper, two mushrooms ehopi»ed, 
and broati crumbs matie into a paste xvitli a little but, tei:. 
They were llicn placed on a tin with a little olive^il 
or oiltMl butter and gravy, and a few minutes in tho 
oven was sufficient to make them crisp and capital; but- 
you may also fill the hollow with anything you like 
betfer— such as equal parts of underdone vcail, oysters, 
jmd bread crumbs, wliich arc very nice. Tho bottoms 
and tender portions of Use leaves minced up and fried 
in butter is one of many other modes of eating 
artudiokes ; they are, however, all good. T heg to 
bring into notice tho following excellent sweet dish, 
which is, hoxvevcr, an Italian, not a French recipe. 

Saubaglmne , — For as many persons rjs you expect 
put as many yolks of eggs, as many glasses of sweet 
Malaga or Frontigiian or any sw’cct wine — raisin-win© ; 
will do very xvcll — and half as many table-spoonfuls of 
powdered loaf-sugar into a largo bowl or chocolatc-pot, 
which you place upon a hot plate or gentle fire, and 
turn with a whisk (jmimoir) until it becomes Ike 
consistence of whipt cream. Four into glasses, 'J’his 
is^an exquisite dish. 

The mustard, as sold in pots, is a very simple affair : 

I constantly make my own as follows: — One ounce 
mustard, two pinches of salt, and a large wine-glass of 
boiling water are mixed and allowed to stand Iwejity-lbur 
hours. Then pound in a mortar one clove of garlic, a 
small handful of tarragon, another of garden-cress, and 
add to the mustard, putting vjjiegar according to taste. 
The great art is to make common things tafete uncom- 
monly well. Brussels spiiouta, for instance, are scut up 
to me merely boiled and drained ; I put them in a pan 
xvith a little bit of butter, pepper, and salt; shake them' 
about, and they arc then a nitX) dish ; an<l, so on with 
almost every vegetable — even new potatoes. Old ones, 
when cold, are deiiciaus, cut iidn vc:ry struill pieces, and 
put into a sauce composed of a little iiiilk, flour, buttea*, 
pepper, salt, and minced parsley, and shaken aliout till 
the potatoes arc hot : the sauce must boil first. And how 
nice does the following roux make almost everything: 
Butter and nour browned, and a minced onioii, pepper 
and salt, with a little water added, and all turned 
round on the fire quo w'ay till tho onions ore melted 
into nothing, and you taste only tho flavour : you may 
heat up tliin slices of cold meat in this. Aud here I 
may observe, tlmt when a hash is tough from having ^ 
boiled too long, I3ie only way to make it tender is to 
let it stew gently for an hour more — a ’ secret worth ; 
knowing; but the heat jjan is only to warm it in, 
tho gravy— merely worm it. Any one with a g0(4 
cookery-book and no stint may prepare a nice ^ish 
he is acquainted with tlie principles of cookery; hut 
what is wanted in this country is tho art of making 
cmnmon tilings good at little cost and with little 
trouble — and that we dp not, and sotb$ w|U not 
understand. ll 
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NATIONAL ADVANTAOLS AND lUSADVANtAfiNS. 

The ‘ Royal Preacher/ Dr Jaincs Ilamiltoh^ give* the 
following account of our national advantagea Behold 
U8 here ui l^itab, in the heart of the nineteenth Century^ 
eurroundad ^ith the broadest zone of peace and material 
comfort to be found in nil the map of history. ^ Looking 
at our temporal lot, we of this generation and this country 
stand on the very pinnacle of outward advantage ; in all 
our lives never once affrighted by the rumour of invasion ; 
exempt from all the horrors of impicssrnent and ranscrip* 
tion; ignorant of martyrdoms, religious and political— 
free, self-governed, indepondont. Who knows it t ^ Who 
remembors it 1 Who in those matters adverts to liiSfOwn 
happiness 1 As she presses to her bosom her litilo boy, 
or parts on his open brow the darkening hair, amidst all 
her maternal pride, whero is the mother who praises Uod 
for lior young Rriton’s privilege 1 How many hearts 
reruomlior to swell with the joyful rec»)Uection— Thank 
(lod, he may leave me if he pleases ; but ho can nceer be 
drugged from mo against his will ! lie may become a 
More among lawyers, a l^atimer among prcacheis, a 
Sidney among statesmen, and need dread neither stake 
nor se^ffold. Ho may become the victim of false accusa- 
tion and malignant persecution ; but he will not languish 
without trial slow years in the dungeon, nor by the rtu‘k 
be frenzied into a false witness against himself. He may 
turn out unwise, ho niay turn out unhn]»py ; but, thank 
Uod, the son of a British siro can never ftol the tyrant’s 
toitiire in his limbs, nor the brand of slavery on his 
brow I’ 

‘ Every word of it true ; but the preacher, to bo quite 
fair, should have gone a stop faither, and gt\en the 
smallest posbihle sketch of our disadrantages- tho few 
iiign*dientd employed to imbitter the sweet cup of life. 
For example, nt any moment wo may bo drsiL^goJ into a 
law or C’hanccjy suit, by wliich, at a evat of thousands of 
poimds, a delay of half a life-time, and troubles and 
anxieties that are terrible to tbit.k of, wo may nt last 
find ouiselves ruined by tho decision of a matter which 
any two intelligent men could have settled in a single 
hour ! Purely the whole of law and CJiancery proce- 
dure is a thing eminently deserving considcralion and 
amendment. 

WOONLIGIIT IN TirJ3 TRDITC 8. 

There is something exceedingly romantic in the nights 
of the tropics. Ibis pleasant to sit on the landing-place 
at the to]) of the flight of steps in front of Blucfields 
House, after night has spread her ‘purple wings’ over 
the sky, or even to lie at full length on the smooth 
stones ; it is a hard bed, but not a cold one, for the thick 
flags, exposed to the burning sun durhig tho day, become 
thoroughly heated, and retain a considerable degree of 
warmth till morning nearly comes again. The warmth 
of the flat stones is particularly pleasant, as tho cool night- 
breezes play over the face. The tcene is favourable for 
meditation i the moon ‘ walking in hrightnobs,^ gradually 
climbing up to the vCry centre of the deep -blue sky, 
sheds oy the grassy sward, the beasts, lying down hcic 
ami there, the fruit - trees, the surrounding forest, and 
the glistening sea spread out in front, a soft but brilliant 
radiance unknown to tho duller regions of the north. 
'J’he babbling of tho little rivulet, winning its seaward 
way over the rocks and pebbles, cornea Fke distant 
iniibic upon the ear, of which the bass is supplied by the 
roll of the surf falling on the sea-beach at measured 
intervals — a low hollow roar, protracted until it dies 
aw'ay along the siniinus shore, the memorinl of a fierce 
but transitory sea-breeze. But there afe sweeter sounds 
than these. The mocking-bird takes his seat on the 
highest twig of the orange -^ree at niy feet, and Jiours 
forth his rich and solemn gushes jf melody, with such 
an earnestness as if his soul were in his son^:. A rival 
from a neighbouring tree coinmenccs a umilar strain, 
and new the two birds exert till their powers, each 
stiivhtk his utmost to ouising tho other, until the silence 
lonely night rings with bursts and swells, and 
ilsnder cadences of melodious song. Hero and there, over 


the pasture, the intermittent green spaik of the flre-fly 
flits along, and at tho edges of tho bounding woods 
scores of twinltling lights are seen, appearing and dis- 
appearing in the most puzzling manner. Three or four 
bats are silenily winging along through the air ; now 
: passing over the face of the vertical moon like tiny black 
! specks, now darting through the narrow arch beneath the 
I steps, and novr fitting so close over head that one is 
; tempted to essay their capture with an insect net. The 
light of the moon, however, though clearly revealing their 
I couisc, is not powerful or precise enough for this, and the 
little nimbleileathcr wings pursue their giddy play in 


security. — (Msc^s i^ojourn. 


Til HOCK IN THE ATLANTIC. 

m Tlir. REV. JAMKS OILDORNE LYONS, I.L.P. 

In the sleepless Atla'niic, remote and alone. 

Is a rock which the wild waics all wrnlhlully beat ; 

Us echoing bulwarks with sca-drift are strewn. 

And dark inv the waters that roll at its feet. 
fiCt the shrill winds of ocean go forth as they may, 

It wars with the sujges, and knows not of rest; 

Its j)innacies drip with the fust-falling spray, 

And billows are breaking in foam on its breabt. 

But though breakers and whirlwinds around it may swot j). 
That hermit of ocean lives conquering on, 

And the mariner sees it still flouting tlic deep, 

As it flung back the surf in the years th.it are gone : 

All woni but nrishnken that desolate roi‘k, 

Fast looted where islands and earthquakes aie born, 
Looks fearlessly down on the breaker’s rude bhuck, 

And laughs the vain foiee of the tempest to scoin. 

*0 thou who reverest a Master ubove ! 

And sighebt for glories immortal and high, 

Be strong in believing, and steadfast in love, 

When passion is loud and the tempter is nigh : 

When infideN bid thee be fiilso to thy Loid, 

When they laugh at the Faith that enm»bl(s and save., 
When they scofl'at His people, and rail at Jlib woid, 

Be thou to their wildness chat rock in the waves. 

Ay ! stand like that sea-cliff, nor ask thou to shun 
The work of obedience, the cares, or the co*»t : 

There arc treasures of infliiite price to bo won, 

There are trensurcs of infliiite jiricc to be lost. 

With the wiles of the tempter, his vengeance or niiilh, 
Strive thou as the bold and tho faithful have btiivcn, 
And the sorrows and toils of thy wurfare on earth 
Shull be ]>aid in the peace and the raptures ot hcav cn. 
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WHAT BECOMES OP THE RIND? 

Of all the occupations tliat exercise the onlinary 
enorpries of liiiman beings, the most abstracting is 
that of sucking an orange. It secRps to employ the 
whole faculties for the time being. here is an 
earnestness of purpose in the individi o employed 
— an injpassioned deiermiiiation to a iplish what 
he has undertaken — that creates a kindred excite- 
ment in the bystanders. His air is thoughtful ; his 
eye severe, not to say relentless ; and altliough his 
mouth is full of inarticulate sounds, conversation is 
out of the question. But the mind is busy although 
the tongue is silcutjjkv nd when the deed is occoniplislied, 
thehollapsed seems to swell anew with the 

ideas to which tjp^jicreise Inid given birth. One of 
♦hese ideas wc shalK^'^atch and hx, for occurring as it 
did to ourselves, it is our own property : it Was con- 
tained in the question that rose suddenly in our mind 
us wo looked at the ruin wc haJ made — IMiat heeomes 
of the rind ? 

And this is no light question ; no unimportant or 
merely curious pastime for a vacant moment. In our 
case it became more and more serious ; it clung and 
grappled, till it hung upon nur meditations like the 
albatross round tlie nec;k of the Ancient Mariner. 
Only consider what a subject it embraces. The orange, 
it is true, and its congener the lemon, are Celestial 
fruits, owing their origin to the central llowcry land ; 
hut thanks to the Portuguese, they arc now' domesti- 
cated in Europe, and placed wdthiii the reach of such 
northern countries as ours, where the cold prohibits 
their growth. Some of us no doubt force them in an 
artificial climate r.t the exj)cnsc of perhaps half a guinea 
a piece; but the bulk of the nation are content to 
receive them from other regions at little more than the 
cqst of apples. Now the quantity we thus import 
every year from the Azores, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Malta., and other places, is about 300,000 chests, and 
, each of these chests contains about 650 oranges, all 
wrapped separately in paper. But besides these wc 
are in the liabit of purchasing h large quantity, en- 
tered at tlio custom-house by numljer, and several 
thousand pounds* w'orth, entered at value ; so that the 
w'hole number of oranges and lemons we consume 
in this country may bo reckoned modestly at some 
220,000,000! Surely, then, it is not surprising that 
while engaged in the meditative employment alluded 
to We should demand with a fecliug of strong interest 
— What becomes of the rind ? 

Everybody knows that Scotch manlis^ade uses up 
the rinds of a great many Seville orangesj^ as well as 
an unknown quantity of turnip skins mid stalks of Uic 


horc-cole, the latter knoAvii to the Caledonian manipula- 
tors of the preserve as ‘ kail - cnstocks.’ Evoiybody 
understands also, tliai not a few' of the rinds of ediblo 
or.auges take up a position on the i)Avemcnt, W'hore 
their mission is to bring abo\it tlic downfall of sundry 
passers-by, thus aceomidishing the fracture of a not in- 
considerable number — taking one month with another 
throughout the season— of arms, legs, and occiputs. It 
is likewise suflicicntly public that a variety of drinks 
are assisted by tlio hot, pungent rinds of oranges and 
lemons as well as by the juice ; hut notwithstanding 
all these deductions, together with that of the great 
quantity thrown aw'ay as absolute refuse, we shall find 
a number of rinds unaecounted for large enough to 
puzzle by its magnitude the Sbitistical Society. This 
mystery, liow'over, we have succeeded in penetrating, 
and although hardly hoping to carry the faitli of the 
reader along with us, we proceed to unfold it: it is 
contained in the single monosyllable, paeL 

Orangc-pcel, lemon-peel, citron-peel — these arc the 
explanation : tlie last-mentioned fruit — ^imported from 
Sicily, Madeira, and the Canary Islands— being hardly 
distinguishable from a lemon except by its ' somewhat 
less acid pulp and more pungent rind. Even a very 
careless observer can hardly fail to bo struck at this 
seaoou by the heaps of those candied 'rinds di8pla;;|led 
in the grocers’ windows ; but the wildest imagination 
could not guess at anything so extravagant as the 
quantity of the fruit thus used; and even W’ hen wc 
lejirn that upwards of 600 tons of ped are manufactured 
ill the year, it is a hoiwdess task to attempt to separate 
that prodigious bulk into its constituent jiarts. Six 
hundred tons of candied peel ! of a condiment employed 
chiefly, if not wholly, in small quantities in the com- 
position of puddings and cakes. Six hundred tons— 
12,000 hundredw'cights—l ,314,000 pounds— 21,504,000 
ounces! But having once got possession of the fact, 
sec how' suggt:stive it is. Let us lump the puddings 
and cakes in one ; let us call them all puddings — plum- 
puddings of fpur pounds’ w'cight. Wc find, on consult- 
ing the best authorities— for we would not presume to 
dogmatise on such a subject— that the quantity of peel 
used in the comxMisition of such a w'ork is tw'o ounces ; 
and thus We are led to the conclusion that we Britishers 
devour in the course of a year 10,752,000 full-sized, re- 
spect{||hle plum-puddings, irrespective of all such articles 
as are not adorned and enriflied witli candictl peel. 

Citrons intended for peel are imported in brine, hut 
oranges and lemons in boxes. All arc ripe in Decem- 
ber, tlanuary, and Fehmary ; but as it w'ould be incono 
venient to preserve so vast d quantity at the same time, 
the juice is squeezed out, and the collapsed fruit packed 
ill pipes, with salt and water, till w'unted. When the 


presenriiii comes, it is taken from the pipes, 
; 'boil^ till si^ enough to itdmit of th^pulp being 
: Scooped, put ; then the rind is laid in tubs or dsternsj 
' and sugar i>oured over it. Here it lies for three 

; or four weeks ; and then the sugar is drained awky, and 
the rind placed on trays in a room constructed for the 
pur^se* it now assumes the name of * dried peel,* 
and isatored away in the original orange and leinon 
boxes, till wanted for cah^iag. 

The other I constituents of a plum -pudding add but 
little testimony the subject of number. We cannot 
even guess the ppportion of the 170,000 lbs. of nutmegs 
; \fe receive and our own possessions 

in the Malay Straits; wliich may be thus employed ; nor 
how much cinnamon Ceylon sends us for the purpose 
in her annual remittance of about 16,000 lbs.;* nor 
what quantity of almonds is abstracted, with a similar 
view, from the 9000 cwts. we retain for our own 
consumption from the importations from Spain and 
Northern Africa. Currants are more to our i>urposc — 
for that small Corinth grape, the produce of the 
islands of Zanto, Kephalonia, and Ithaca, and of the 
Morca, w^hich comes to us so tliickly coated with dust 
that wo might seem to import vineyard and all — 
belongs, like the candled peel, almost exclusively to 
cakes and puddings. Of this fruit wo devour the 
year about 180,000 cwts. Baisins, being in more gene- 
ral use— at the dessert, for instance, and in making 
sweet wine — are in still greater demand ; we cannot do 
with less than 240,000 cwts. of tlicm. They are named 
from the place where they grow— such as Smyrna or 
Valencia ; or from the grape — such as muscatel, bloom, 
or sultana ; but the quality depends, we believe, chiefly 
on the mode of cure. - The best are called raisins of 
the BUn, and are preserved by cutting half through the 
stalks of the branches when nearly ripe, and leaving 
them to dry and candy in the genial rays. The next 
quality is gathered when completely ri])e, dipped in ii 
lye of the ashes of the burned tendrils, and spread out 
to bake in tlic sun. The inferior is dried in an oven. 
The bhick Smyrna grape is the cheapest j and the 
muscatels of Malaga are the dearest. 

With flour, sugar, brandy, &c. we do not propose to 
interfere ; for altliough the quantities of these articles 
tlms consumed arc immense, they bear but a small 
proportion to the whole importations. Eggs, however, 
are in a diflbrent category. Eggs are essential to the 
whole pudding race; and without having our minds 
opened, as they now arc, to the full greatness of the 
plum-pudding, it would be diiflcult for us to discover 
the rationale of the vast trade wr carry on in eggs. 
In our youthful days, when as yet plum-puddingism 
was with us in its early, empirical state, we used to 
consider * egg-merchant * a term of ridicule, resembling 
the term * timber-mercliant * as applied to a vender of 
matches. But we now look with respect upon an 
egg-merchant, as an individual who manages an iiniior- 
tant part of the trade of this country with France and 
Belgium ; not to mention its internal trafllc In tlie same 
commodity. It strikes us, however, that on this sub- 
ject the Frcncliman and Belgian are wiser in their 
generation than ourselves. We could produce our own 
eggs easily enough if we would take the trouble ; but 
rather than do this we hire them to do it for us, at an 
expense of several scores of thousands sterling in the 
year. They of course are very much obliged to us, 
though a little amused no doubt at the eccentricity , 
John Bull ; and with the utmost alacrity supply liis 
annually with about 90,0Qp,000 eggs. John eats his 
foreign pudding, however— he is partial to foreign 
things — with; ^at gravity, and only unbends into a 
smile when he sees his few chickens hopping about the 


fanpyard, the amusement of his children, or the little 
perquisite perhaps, of lus wife. Ho occasionally eats 
a newly -laid egg, tlie date of its birth being care- 
fully registered upon the shell ; thinks it a very clever 
thing in him to provide hla •own luxuries ; and is 
decidedly of of^nion that on English egg is worth two 
of the mounsoers*. His neglect of this branch of rural 
economy, hotf^ever, does not prevent his wondering 
sometimes how these fellows contnve to make the 
two ends of the year meet, when he himself finds it 
so diffieult oB matter to get plums to his pudding. 

Wljat becomes of the rind ? W& have shewn wdiat be- 
comes of the rind. We have shewm what apparent ly in- 
considerable matters swell up the commerce of a great 
country. , A plum-pudding is no joke. It assembles 
within itself the contributions of the whole world, and 
gives .a fillip to industry among the most distant tribes 
and nations. But it is important likewise in other re- 
spects. Morally and socially considered, its influence is 
immense. At this season of the year, more especially; 
it is a bond of family union, and a symbol of frierully 
hospitality. We would not give a straw for that man, 
womfin,* or child; in the frank, cordial circles of Old 
English life, who does not hall its appearance on the table 
with a smile and a word of welcome. Look at its round, 
brown, honest, unctuous face, dotted with almonds and 
fragrant peel, surmounted wdth a sprig of holly, and 
radiant amid the flames of burning brandy ! Who is 
for plum-pudding? We are, to bo sure. What a rich 
perfume as it breaks on the plate ! And this fragrant 
peel, so distinguishable amid the exhalations! — ha! 
Delaeioucious ! — t/mt what becomes of the rind I 


. A WORD ON (|^Ai>A. 

Little has been of late heardj^^^ either as a 
field of emigration or otherwise. Ifr hSa, however, been 
going on in a satisfactory d|t|so of improvement : its 
population and rc.sourcQS a|p^pidly increasing, and in 
certain social arrangemette, 'ihore particularly tliat 
relating to education, it may be said to be taking tlio 
lead of the mother-country. Some one recently made 
the observation, that as reganis improvements of 
one kind or other, he ’believed more was now domj in 
Canada than in .my equal portion of tlic United States ; 
but tliat while the States let everybody hear wdiat they 
were about, Canada held its tongue. Tliis was perhaps 
a view of affairs more jocular than real ; but it is gra- 
tifying to have good authority for the fact, tliat Canada, 
taken aU in all, is hcjcoming a weli-settled, intelligent, 
and highly prosperous country. 

This state of things appears to Iiave been gradually 
brought about within the last few years, and just in 
proportion as the colonists have been treed from the 
impracticable rule of the colonial office, and left to 
manage their own affairs : not that there is not some- 
thing to complain of— yet when did Englishmen not 
grumble?— but in comparison with past times the 
present is assuredly a golden age of muiiiciiial freedom. 

The rapid rise of Canada, and its present and pro- 
spective condition, form the suTyect of much interesting 
detail in a work of little pretension, but of genuine 
merit, by Mr James B. Brown, a person who resided in 
the colony for several years, and Who, from his mercan- 
tile pursuits, enjoyed a tolerably good opportunity of 
acquiring useful information.* 

We do not propose to go into a regular critique of 
Mr Brown’s lucid production. Our readers would not 
tliauk 11 B for doiug so. All w'e intend is to present j 
from' it such an array of facts as will illustrate the 
general progress of Canadian affairs, and so give 
intending emigrants something to which they may look 
forwanl with a degree of confidence. 

In 1791, the population of Upper Canada amounted 


* This Is firom M'Culloc^ I but the home-oonsimiptioii duty Was 

^ eu. 

in KMS firom 6d. to 3d. per lb.» and the consumption is iio\v 
in^'b^babUlty much greater. 

* Views of Canada and the Colonists. Second Edition. Edin- 
burgh: A* & C. Blade. London: Longmans, 1851. 
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to 50,000; in 1842, it lind reached 480,000; and in 1848, 
it had mounted up to 723,000 — an increase in six years 
nf 237,000. The whole colony, upper and loM^cr, lias 
now a population cxccedinjf tho half ^ that of Scotland, 
while its cultivated land already eJa^eeds that of all 
Scotland. The ratio of increase of culti^tion to increase 
in the imuiber of pcoxile is startling.^ In Kniiland, 
during tho first quarler of the present century, .37 acres 
were brought into cultivation for every 100 of increase 
of the x>opulation ; but in Canada tho increase of every 
100 inhabitants adds 205 acres to tho am(}iiit of culti- 
v.iied land. Tlte multiplication of cattle, horses, and 
other stock, is on a similarly large ratio. A very agn*e- 
ahle view of the increasing comforts of life is afforded in 
the f.u't, that tlic colony lately owned 4080 ca#riages for 
jilensiire, whert*as the number f>f theso carriages in 1842 
was only 980. All who saw the late* Exhibition in Lon- 
doii can bear witness to the elegance of workmanship 
in ('aiiadian sleighs, and various articles of domestic 
use. 'Hie recent increase in the number of carriages, 
wo are told by Mr Bromi, is very much caused by an 
inil)rovemcnt in the roads, llic g]joat thoroughfircs 
.nre now laid with planks, and theso plank-roads have 
])rovod of groat advantage to the country. It is to be 
rt'grellcd, liouevcr, that tolls have been introihiced for 
the s«ix>porL of tlu'so improved thorough fan*s. Toll-bars 
are the simple ainl rude expedient of a seini*harbarous 
]»eoj)Ie, and ari‘ in any vie\t a costly apparatus to the 
j)ublie, f<;r one-Ii.'df tho money levied goes to tho keepers 
of the bars. We shonhl bo glad to hoc our Canadian 
brethren give us a lesson in dihinissing toll-bars, and 
betting an example of a rational method of luamtaiuiug 
thc^ public roads out of ]>ublic resources. 

Canada is one of the best customers of England; hut 
it is under fitrong temptations to deal with tho United 
Sides in preteronco- -that is, to smuggle instead of 
eie^toiii- house duties. For example, tho duty 
on tea imported into (^auada is 2jd. currency per Ih. ; 
hut lea impoflod into the (hiited States is free; conse- 
quently, in every pound- weight coming contraband 
across the frontiir there is so much saved. Thiib 
tho blatislics of the regular trado. cannot i^rcsent 
an accurate ^iew of the entire <*onimerce. Latterly, 
the export-trade from Canada to the {States has been 
rising into iini)ortnncc. Of .all things entering into a 
trade of this kind, the last wo should have expected is 
timber; for of this article it is commonly believed that 
the States arc afllicted with a redundance. But strange 
to s.iy, timber is getting scarce in the more settled parts 
of the Union, and we shall not he surprised to hear 
of encouragement being given to the planting of tree.s! 
Meanwhile, the (Jaiiadians are drh ing a great trade in 
8UX)plying tho produce of tho forest to tho States, and 
tliis ill its turn gives correspoufling employment to lum- 
berers and saw-milN. If this trade materially increase 
ill England, it may soon affect the prices of Canadian 
timber. At all events, as matters stand, it is consola- 
tory to think Hint tho Canadian timber-trailo is not. 
(|uite ruined by the reduction of duties on Baltic timber 
iu Great Br^in. liow trui* the old saying ; * As one 
door shuts another opens ! ' 

Canada is rich in mineral resources, and these have 
lately <*ome into operation. Wo do not hear of gold 
being found for the gathoTlng ; but tho author b^ore 
U8 sjK*aks of extensive coppor-mining along tho shores 
of Lake Huron and Lake {Superior, and informs us that 
the joint-stock assoidations engaged in this species of 
enterprise are successful. ‘In 1848, 1000 tons of 
copper were procured from one mino alone.’ After 
referring to tho fisheries, Mr Brown goes on to explain 
that Canada has not been dead to railway enterprise. 

‘ There are at present four lines of railway in tho 
country worked by 8team-po>ver. The earliest intro* j 
duced into Canada was tho Chamnlain an^St Lawrence 
Railway — connecting the navigation of Lake Cham- | 
plain, at the town of St Jolms, with tho south bank of 

I 
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the St Lawrence, at the village of Lapralrio, nearly 
opposite Montreal. Tho distanco is fourteen luUos; 
and the same company possi^ss the privileges Of the 
ferry gcross the river to Montreal — a distanco of nine 
miles— on which they enijiloy two steam-boats. The 
stock of tiAs company m understood to be one of the 
best, if not the best, in the colony. The Montreal and 
Lachino Railway, which was finished about three years 
ago, is over a distance of nine miles, hetwi^on tho 
city of Montreal and the village of Lachine, uiluated 
towards tho upper end of the island of Montreal. 
.... Tho third of the railways in operation in Canada 
is tlw> St Lawrence and Atlantic Railway, connecting 
tho St Lawrence, a little b(‘low Montreal on the 
opposite shores with the Atlantic Ocean at tlie town 
of Portland, state of Maine. The dislani'e i'4 about 
280 miles, of wdiich 1 30 miles are on the Canada side 
and 150 oA the American. A considerable portion on 
the Canada side' is understood to bo now in operation. 
A continuation of this lino fbora Portland to Halifax 
is contemplated, lii connection with the Atlantic 
btoam- ships landing at llalifiix, speodior communi- 
oatiou with Europe will thus bo effected, both for 
(/Unada, and mu(‘h of the other British - American 
l>roviiiccs, and for the United SlatcH.’ Other railways 
aro •ontempiatccl, chic/ly in the western part of the 
province; and tluTo is a universal ineliualion among 
proprietors of land to promote this improved kind of 
communication. It is tmly in our own country that 
there has been iiumifi«sti*rl a disposition to obhtruct 
railway undertakings, and rob the i)r()ject<)r8 of these 
great national works. 

\Vc pass on to Mr Brown’s exposition of the state of 
crime. The statistics i)r(‘ftc'itcd on this subject seem 
to shew that (Canada possesses a popiilutiou much loss 
prone to crime tlnin we can boast ot* in either England 
or Scotland. As usual, tho bulk of the crime com- 
mitted may he traced to the agency of intoxicating 
drinks ; yet, cheap .as these liquors are in (hinada, it is 
satisfactory to learn that the use of them is ‘greatly on 
the decrease.’ A curious fact llii^, and widl deserving 
the notice of those who imagine that indulgence in 
drink is in proportion to its accessibility. Wo ;iro 
informed that iiiiprisonmcut for one or more years in a 
pciiitenliary is tho C^iiiadian method of rejiressing 
crime; and it is stah'd tliat thedistricl of lliiron, \silh 
a population of upwards of 20,000, had in a scries of 
six years sent only one inmate to this phice of con- 
fineineni! With all our parade of civilisation, no 
district of Great Britain could match this fact. 

The n'raarkable pancity of crime which the aho^o 
and some other statistics would sec'in to indicate, is 
doubtless owing in a groat degri'c to the wide scope for 
personal enterprise in a right direction. In our own 
old country, much of the misconduct of tho criminal 
class arises from tho n-^trictions under which they 
labour. Mon who would make good backwoodsmen 
take to poaching and other furtive outlets of an ad- 
v(‘utm' 0 U 8 spirit. U’hc lialf-idlc, dawdling, hopeless 
existence that many men are doomed t<i with us must 
likewise dispose to (Time. Canada, with its boundless 
resources, its scope for all sorlM of intractablo natures, 
its room for individual effort untrammelled by refined 
conventionalities, presents, therefore, opportunities of 
well-doing of which tliero is little experience iu Eng- 
land. But hero comes anotluT iraport.mt ally of 
bocial order. Jn this comparatively young colony a 
libeny provision has been made for education. In 1841, 
the iirovincial legislature ift^t aside L.50,000 curnmey 
per annum as a common school fund — a sum consider- 
ably greater than is expended on tho parish schools of 
Scotland ; and so late as January 1850, ‘ one million of 
acres of land have also been set asido for the support 
of public education.’ Elementary schools arc every- 
where established, and supported partly by theso grants 
and partly by local rates. Their man^ment Is in tho 
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haiifSl of district municipalities, and a general inspector, 

■ answijrable to the governor, aids inateriaHy in their 
estabHsbjxient and in preserving uniformity of pro- 
cedure, 'rhe number of schools in Upper CanAda in 
; 1810 was 2871, and the total amount of nimual salaries 
; of ^achers was LJ07,713 currency. Canada, as is 
weU known, possesses a population belonging to various 
religious deuonii nations ; and one is naturally curious 
to know how they come to an agreement on tlie sub- 
ject of school instruction. AVe shall leave Hr Brown 
to explain how this delicate matter is managed. 

* Those, warring grounds, which mostly in every 
country are found to tlirow impediments in the way of 
almost every conceiviihle system of popular instruction 
. —the religious scruples of the various sects — are thus 
disposed of here '.—Whenever the inhabitants of any 
to\ynship or parish, professing a religious faith ditferent 
from that of tlie majority of the inhabitants, shall dis- 
sent from the arrangement of the con'innssioners, 'with 
reference to any school, the dissentients signifying such 
to the district council, with names of persons elected 
by them as trustees, such trust(?es, conforming to the 
duties of commissioners, are allowed to establish and 
maintain schools, and to receive a sliare of the general 
funds. The value of a pvuvisiou of this kind is no 
less liberal than important in a country inhabited, as 
Canada is, by people from many various countries, and 
professing every variety of creed ; indeed, it is not 
possible to expect a system of i)Ublic instruction to be 
successfully carried on without liberal concessions to 
opinions and creeds, j^rovided always that the leading 
objects and design of v^ducatioii n^cognised by all he 
steadily kept in view. Besides the commissioners and 
trustees for the country, there are, for incorporated 
towns and cities, from six to fourteen persons appointed 
by the governor as. Boards of Examiners, who shall 
exercise a check upon the powers of the local incortio- 
rations in the election of teachers.. These boards consist 
of an equal number of Catholies and rrole.<«tants ; and 
dividmg t!ieinselve.s into two departments, one over 
the schools attended by Catholic children, the other 
over the Protestant .schools, tliey exercise the privileges 
of regulating the schools and courses of study in the 
.same manner as the commissioners and tru.stoes do in 
the country sciiools.’ 

The means thus described, by wliich the interests 
of difterent religions denominations arc lu'eserved, do 
not appear to differ materially from those adopted by 
the Committee of Privy-Couneil on Education, which, 
in point of fact, will extend pecuniary aid to the 
schools of any religious body ; and as this is exclaimed 
against as an invasion of principle by a very numerous 
and powerful party, we arc unpleasantly reminded that 
the munificent policy which educates the entire juve- 
nile population of tipper Canada, could not he applied 
on a scale of national importance to Great Britain. 
How distressing to think that the warring pretensions, 
jealousies, and fears — possibly misunderstandings— -of 
large sections of w^ell- meaning and piously -disposed 
people, should in effect, as regards olerneiitary instruc- 
tion, keep this great country behind her own colonies ! 

With respect to the prospects of agricultural settlers 
in Upper Canada, the work before us abounds in the 
most interesting details. Notwithstanding that the 
winters are sever© (tliough not unpleasant), and that 
snow suspends field operationa for several months, 
farmers with a fair share of industry and hut a mode- 
rate capital are almost sure to do well, and to possess, 
after Hi few years, a considarahle anmunt of property. 
Among instances of enterprise being thus rewarded, 
refers to the case of Mr Eerguson of Wood- 
from Scotland to 
Canada in, 1888 ; giving up all the elegances of 
an old country for the chanc^»8 of the hush, 
pleasant and fertile part of Upper Canada, on the 
itiks of the Grand River, Mr Eerguson purdiascd 


about 8000 acres of land. His village of Fergus, on 
the pleasant slope 6f a branch of that fine stream, ‘ is 
now,’ says Mr Brown,' ‘one of the most smiling and 
prosperous spots i)f Canada. Ho has made an inde- 
pendent and comVortablc provision for his family ; and 
the extent of Ids personal infiucnce, niid his example, 
as one of the jnost enterprising farmers of the colony, 
unite to make his position, in the eyes of honourable 
ambition, one highly desirable. How . soon might the 
w'hole of Canada be changed into one smiling fiirni, 
were. Mr E«S*gnson’s enterprising example extensively 
follow'ed by others in Ids station of society, wiio are 
now spending comparatively unprofitable years in tlie 
overcrowded avenues of ambition in the parent country ! 
Canada, however, is fast becoming the prosperous and 
smiling farm anticipated, chiefly M'itliout such lionoiir- 
able assistance. Tlie day-labourers, moelianies, and 
small farmers of hhigland, Scotland, and Ireland, liave 
already accomplished much in perfonnnnce of such a 
task in this magtiifioont colony, and are rewarded by 
lieeoming the independent and comfortable proprietors 
of the lands whose, forests their enterprise and industry 
have so conspicuously and profitably subdued.’ 

The rapid manner in which populous townships 
spring into existence is a curious feature of the Cana- 
dian wildornes.s. We are aceiistonied, in tlic old 
country, to see i>rovincial towns in a slate of languid 
existence — just living, and that is all -— population 
almost at a stand ; a few tradesmen and shopkeepers 
struggling lo make both .ends meet, and so di'petid- 
ent on llic neighbouring sqnirearehy that they dare 
not utter an independent sentiment; with a liorde 
of unhapiiy beings still more dtqiressed, decayed •lii- 
hourers, paupers, and nondescripts, v’hose means of 
livelihood are a mystery. In sucli places there is little 
visible change on the face of property. Tlie same 
amount of land in tillage ; the same number of houses ; 
the same institutions ; and from gtmeration to g(?ne- 
ration the same body of traditional recollections. 
Tlie most dismal thing in places of, this kind, is the 
hopelessness of situation. There is no scope for enter- 
prise ; the cleverest person i.s bound down to a mono- 
tonous routine of petty duties, witliout any piospecit of 
improving Ids circumstances. A family is seen to be 
growing up, hut what to do with tliLiii is a puzzle. 
Tliere are no openings for the sons ; the daughters are 
not likely to he married. AVitli what avidity are small 
aiiiiointments sought for— cringed for! How meiiui- 
choly to SCO able and iiitclligciit individuals — men up 
to anything — doomed to throw themselve.s away in 
these forlorn, antiquated places, when they might ho 
np and doing, witli a wide world before them where 
to choose ! Turning our eyes from this picture of 
I>hysical and nioral decay, liovr dilfcrcnt docs every- 
thing appear in the United States of America and in 
Upper Canada, where towns start into life, and become 
the scats of a busy population within a few years! 
Forests levelled; lands brought under tillage; new roads 
opened; fresh institutions got up; on all sides the tokens 
of a vigorou.** social economy ; and so wk% a scope for 
investment and enterprise, that the difficulty consists 
in the very choice. Mr Brown“i>rc8cnts some striking 
examples of this progression; and we select that of 
Ixindon, a township situated in the fertile peninsula 
between Lake Erie and Lake Huron. TJiis township 
was all a forest, without an inhabitant, until 1817, 
when two families settled in it. The population * may 
now be stated to be about 10,000, possessed of above 
100,000 acres of laud, of which 20,000 are cultivated. 
The first regular settlement commenced in 1818 under 
Mr Talbot, a gentleman from Ireland, accompanied by 
several of his countrymen, for whom he obtained from 
government free grants of land and a free passage to 
Montreal. A son of the founder, writing in 1834, gave 
this account of the colonists who emigrated to the town- 
ship of London witli his father : “ Scarcely an individual 





CIIAMBERS’Si EDINBURGH JOURNAL; 




‘I ,.. 

j'is: 

.-ifi 


who accompanied Mr Talbot to this country was pos- 
sessed of more than L.lOO, and hiany on their arrival 
in the township had not more 'than L.50; yet of all 
tliose persons there is scarcely onn that is not now 
wholly independent, in the posscssiol^f fine farms, of 
abundance of stock, and in the eiyo\iicnt of all the 
comforts and many of the luxuries ^ life.”’ The 
tow-n of liondon, the first house of which w''Bs built in 
1827, now contains n population of upwards of 5000, 
and sends a member to the provincial parliament. 

A gentleman, at a public meeting iijthis part of 
Canada in 18-13, took occasion to express sentiments 
suggested by the prosperous appearanee of the settle- 
ment ; and with those we shall coneludc. ‘ The time 
is not far distant,* said this aciitu obsen^r, * when 
this country will be better known than it now is — 
the time is at hand when our peoille at home w'ill not 
consider that coming to Canada is coming to the back- 
woods of a wilderness. They will find, ns I lilivo found 
to my great astonishment, good roads, good modes of 
conv(?yancc, and as good towns as in Europe, witli shops 
w'ell stored, not only with the necess^iries but the luxu- 
ries of life. They Avill learn that tins town, which now 
consists of harulBOine buildings — the one in which we 
arc now Jisseiubled, the Mechanics’ Institute, giving a 
stamp of respectability, intelligence, and a taste for tlie 
fine arts, of which you may be justly proud — contained 
but four cottages fourteen years ago. Those facts will 
speak tninipet-longued, and render this noble couiitrj'', 
under Britisli doniiiiion ami your unanimity, the noblest 
appendage to Tier Majesty’s dominions. It is the 
natural and the fittest outlet for the superabundant 
capital, people, and enterprise of the mother-country, 
presenting as it does an opening for the investment not 
only of thousands, but of millions of capital, abounding 
in all the elenierits of wealth— navigable rivers, a luxu- 
riant soil, and a congenial climate, and undoubted 
security on real estate at high rates of interest, and 
to ail unlimited extent.* 

Is not all this very much like saying to tbo half-idle 
sojourners' in our old provincial towns; Cot thee gone 
(Mit of the country ; cast thyself loose from localities 
where no good is to be done, and betake thee to lands 
in whicli a. kind I’rovidonce ofiers to thee a ricli 
inheritance ! 


THE UGLY GOVEliNESS. 

‘ I iiAvn a new institntrice, who comes for three hours 
every d;»y ; and do you know, nui petite tan -Uinte, mamma 
says slie is so ugly ! ’ 

‘ And do you not think her so, Lolottc?’ 

*Oye.s, to bo sure 1 do; but mamma never allows 
us to call any one ugly-^only when she saw' Hclie 
she forgot, aiid could not help saying it herself. But 
altliough she is so very, very ugly, she is kind and 
gentle ; and you know, ma tante^ goodness is better 
than beauty, because mamma says goodness will take 
us to Heaven and beauty wont, though wo shall find it 
there; and all, even Mitc Helie, become as beautiful 
us angels.* 

About a fortnight after this conversation w'^e went to 
a fete at Versailles. -A bright morning broke, and as 
we wore a family party determined upon enjoyment, 
there w'as nothing to prevent its being a happy day. 
The road from Paris there was alive with equestrian, 
•pedestrian, and carriage company, as was the river with 
boats gliding along, bands of music, and as many gaily- 
dressed people as could find standing-room on board — 
all proceeding to the same destination. Every rank 
>va8 there—tlie middle and lower, how'cver, predomi- 
nating; but high or low, all looked unaffectedly happy, 
and seemed resolved to keep uj) good - humour and 
merriment. ^ 

Wo arrived in time to breakfast, that we might have 
a walk before the waters began to play, and see the 


place BO interesting to every reader of Ereiich memoirs. 
The town had a deserted, moiirnful look. Xi^go 
splendid mansions standing in the neglected gardens, 
once ^daboratcly laid out and expensiyoly decorated, 
were tenantless, and had evidently long been so : every- 
thing shewfid tliat the fashion of the town had passed 
by, and that even the bourgeoisie disliked the dulness 
ti>o truly to profit by the magnificent houses wdiicH 
they might have occupied for a very small rent. It 
was with strange feelings wc gazed at that splendid 
palace, and recalled the luxury, the prodigality, the 
gallantry, the taste, the talent, the grace that had 
forniprly rendered it and all connected with it so 
famous- and felt that it was all over— all gone, suid 
the remembrance remaining but to 

‘ Point a moral and adorn a talc ; * 

for even most of the names once so celebrated have 
disappeared entirely, or are at least only surviving in 
I>ovcrty and obscurity, far from the scene of Ihcir 
former triumph. We retraced its history from the 
commencement on to that s;i(l night when poor Marie 
Antoinette w as driven from her warm bed never more 
to return, and on through the Beign of I'error till the 
pre.sent time : our steps echoed in the now- still courts 
wlif^-e once there had been such perpetual clatter and 
bustle; all llu; Inistlers, and jietitioiiors, and intriguers 
in the grave, and as min-h forgotten as tlic jietty in- 
trigues that had occupied their frivolous minds. Ver- 
sailles was now the property of tlie nation, of the pcojile 
it had trarniilcd on and dcjspisod. Mucli did w'e nioraJiso, 
and very inohnicholy did, our moralising make us, 
until some one remarking that if we did not make 
haste we should not get gootl place.s to see the w’at(?rs 
play, we qui(;kcnod our pace, recovered our spirits, 
and in a few minuti‘S added another group t(j the 
many a.««BemblGd in expectation of wdiat is certainly 
well w'orlh beholding once. 

We waited a comsideruble lime; and to make it pass 
more pleasantly, I entertained myself by scrutinising 
the various little parties irnmediatelj’^ in our vicinity, 
busying myself with conjecturing who they were, 
w'hcncc they came, and in short composing litllo 
domestic histories for each and all in my imagination. 
Kearly opposite to us were seated as it appeared lliree 
old ladies, an old gentleman, a young man, and a 
girl. Two of the ladies lioro the impress of former 
beauty, the other was plain; but the young girl was 
lively and lovely ; and I soon could perceive that the 
youth w'a.s evidently more ardent in his attentions 
and admir.ation than the most afibetionatc brother. I 
tlicrcfore sagaciously set liim down for a lover of the 
little lady’s, and such, in fiict, he proved to be. Tho 
third elderly female, I also iiereci veil, upon a more 
attentive insiiection, was, after all, not old, only most 
particularly plain— ‘largo, lumpy features, iinsliaded }>y 
her hair, wliieli was braided or brushed so far back that 
at first sight she did not appear to have any ; and very 
small, bljMjc, bead -like eyes did not certainly set ofi’to 
inucli advantage a great expanse of inuildy white face, 
which was iieitlicr hidden nor lielped by the small 
straw-bonnet of tlie form then fashionable. There 
was no expression to redeem these homely features : 
she neither looked good-natured nor ill-natured, intel- 
ligent nor stupid, wdiile lier tall, angular, thin, high- 
shouldemi, square, ungainly figure, contrasted most 
forcibly and unfavourably with the plump, gracefully- 
turned little form of cousine Cldiey as I heard her 
nanft the little beauty ; tl^ more so as they both wrore 
the same dress, cut after the same fashion. Cl^lic, to 
be sure, had added a few flowers to her bonnet, and a 
brooch, bracelet, and w- atch ; but saving these slight 
differences, both dresses wx're alike— only they hun|^ so 
differently upon the two ! 

‘That is II<$lic,* wliispcred LolqttSj and I 
assurtKlly no longer wondered at rndimn having 
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herself so far as to e^ll ilic poor instimtrke 
S|^^;yshe was, I thought, frightful. A 

';|^pii^ble* looking woman whom I had . ohsei^ed 
li^hVmng H^o seated herself beside me 

^.^01^ afreiTj ahAl, as usual in ^B'rahce, spon scraped 
with her, and led the way 1 Wished her 
V;^p;jbUow^namely, to the H<^es and their history. 

. ■f ‘ They were once,' said she, * very well off, but are 
:;^:now 00 nearly destitute, tliat, were it not for Henriette, 
who j^es out teaching, X don’t know how they could 
manage to live. Ah, what a pity she is so plam! for 
her heart is as good as an angel’s, and she is as clever 
as . a / >»em 6 rc w VAcadMe* She rises early, gives 
her parents their breakfast, and cleans out their room: 
: She then sets out upon her pilgrimage, and never 
Murns until late night, when she dines or sups; 
<after which she has much to do to prepare for the next 
day’s lessons, and to put her poor w'ardrobo in order. 
She will wear herself to death, but that she says she 
does not mind, so that she only lives long enough to lay 
her parents in tlie grave. There,* pointing to Cldlie 
and her mother, * are h&e aunt and cousin, the GJair- 
yilles. They have a much better income, and might 
indeed be very comfortable did Clelie spend less on 
her dress; but her mother spoils her so: ejfjin^ it don’t 
much signify. M. Mervale is rich, and has proponed ; 
and if they can only push on the marriage before the 
I love-flt is burnt out and be begins to see clearly, she 
will be a much more fortunate girl than she deserves 
to be.* 

Clf^lie was, I must admit, very pretty, although 
beyond eyes, teeth, and hair, none of her features -were 
quite faultless — her little nose was not very classi- 
cally formed, and her mouth wna positively wide j but 
pretty every one felt her to he, and M. Mervale above 
all seemed under the influence of an enchantment: he 
looked at no other person, listened to no other voice; 
while she, completely secure, as she thought, of her 
conquest, gave herself very little trouble to attend to 
him, and kept staring in a coquettisli manner about 
her, as if she wished to attract the notice of others. 
Poor M. do Mervale sighed, and gazed, and turned 
away one minute, as if lost in thought, and then roused 
himself up again to watch the motions of the frivolous, 
but too fascinating little flutterer. Presently a group 
of gay young men came and stood near us, all in high 
spirits, laugliing, jesting, whispering, and quizzing. 
Mite CMlie was evidently the subject of their remarks, 
but I could only hear a word hero and there, * C’est 
r^pouseuT ? * * II en a bien Fair. ’ * Pauvre diable I ’ 

* Mois.’ Then the grim cousin was likened to a box of 
carpenter’s tools all angles. * But,* said one, ‘ were my 
evil genius to force me to make either my wife, I would 
father risk my future with 

In the evening we encountered the group again, 
CMUe dancing with one of the party of young men I 
had remarked in the morning, whom all his companions 
now seemed agreed in calling * Marquis,’ although 
before 1 often heard them address him, and dnyoriably 
name him Hyppolite. One of the old ladies looked on 
approvingly, but the Hfilies seemed vexed, and poor 
M. Mervale in a pitiable state. Mii« H^He was, as it 
appeared, exerting herself to comfort him, and take off 
his attention, but he paid little heed to her observations. 

* Silly, dlly girl I you are throwing away your happi- 
ness your future prospects ; and it is plain these 
young men either encoura^ng your folly, to open 
M. Mervale’s eyes, or to amuse themselves for ^ the 
passing hour; careless of the misery they may occa- 
sion* — wm my reflations as I looked at Cl^ie, 
who was rolling about her prettv eyes h la Fran^aise, 
th|Ql^g herself the iulmiFed of all observers, os well as 
evening drew in, and. I ..was' 
momSisihg any more, as we returned 
leaving MUs ClairviUe ih the midst of a polka, with 
lyte, displaying tOn thousand airs and graeDtr, 


and plainly shewing to all lookers-on her admiration of 
him whom she evidently never doubted was her noble 
partner and admiring lover. But although this attracted 
my attention at ^ time, I very soon i^xgot all about 
it, even though Jjvpursued -ray acqualnti^oe with M^e 
Mauviette, the lady who hiui xelatcd to me the history 
of the Holies and UlairvilleS, inasmuch as madame her- 
self was a character worth studying. This good dame, 
with a husband, tw 6 children, and a very moderate 
income, chose to be considered at one and the same 
time an eoon^ist and a woman of fashion and refine- 
ment ; and if you to(ik her from her own representation, 
she WM either of these characters according to the way 
in which she chose you to consider her. She loved show, 
could not dire without excitement or amusement, but 
knew that if some of her husband’s relations thought 
her extravagant, she would lose their help towards 
enabling her to make the figure she wished to assume 
in the eyeS of others; and the clash of the two necessities 
was most amusing, and must have cost her a world of' 
trouble. She boasted that she kept but one servant, 
and denounced th^. extravagance of her sister-in-law, 
who, with the same family and no more fortune, had 
two; forgetting all the while that these two did all 
that was required, needlework included, while Mmo 
Mauviette’s dashing Lucile — ^what with her high wages, 
washing, wine, coffee and sugar a diserMon, presents 
and perquisites — took from her as much as the other 
lady divided between her cook and unpretending house- 
maid. Mn>e Mauviette also said nothing of the femme dc 
jouTn€e she had for three or four days every week ; nor 
of the sewing -girl she employed for five of six every 
month ; nor of the man who came every Wednesday 'to 
wax and bnish her floors. She received every Tlmrs- 
day en cMnonk ; had friends in the morning, friends at 
dinner, friends in the evening ; and the remaining six 
days were occupied in returning the visits she that 
Thursday received. And yet she said slic lived quite 
out of the world, in privation and solitude, saw none 
but intimate friends, ond went to no parties — that is, 
none where diamonds and continual new dresses wore 
indispensable, for these were bryond her powers ; and 
to hear her complain you would imagine that they 
alone were wliat was worth living for. With such a 
person the Helies and Clairvilles when out of sight 
were out of mind : they could be of no use, except when 
they furnished conversation by accident, as they had 
happened to do at Versailles, A year nearly therefore 
elapsed without my ever once tliinking of Clelie and 
her coquetries, when rhy niece Lolotte ran in one morn- 
ing breathless, her rosy face radiant with s.atisfaction. 

‘Bo you know, ma tante^ that MHo Helie is going to be 
married ? She herself told mamma, wlio at first thought 
she must be raving, but ’tis quite true : upon the IGth 
she will be Madame Mervale 1 Everybody is so sur- 
prised, and all as glad ; for you know she is so good and 
80 poor, and le futur so rich and good-natured. I alone 
am sorry, for I must have & new governess, and she 
may perhaps be. cross — at anyrate I am sure I can 
never love her so well as Mh« H<?lio.* 

The news was quite true. Clelie, thinking she had 
made a noble conquest^ behaved so very foolishly, that 
M. Mervalc’s eyes at last opened," and, as a necessary 
consequence, his heart shut. He now saw her the frivo- 
lous being she in fhet always was ; and taking advantage 
of her willingness to give up an engagement he at laf 
perceived could bring liim notliing but mise^,- thc^ 
affair was brokop off to the infinite relief of both ; for 
Cldlle thought she was secure of the ‘marquis* — so 
little did she or her weak mother know of the world. 
This was not all : the virtues, sweet temper, high prin- 
ciple, and good sense of her cousin had long been known 
to M. Mervale ; and now he had in some degree become 
accustomed to extreme plainness, he asked himself 
why, as lie had made up his mind to marry, he should 
not marry her? Her surprise was great when he pro* 
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posed, and his still gpreater when she refused him« 
She * could not and would not leave her poor old 
parents,' she said : so after thinUing tlie matter over, 
her present conduct only raised her higher in his 
esteem, and he consented, nay, inMed upon the old 
couple occupying rooms in liis houseX The whole town 
talked of course, and every one rejoi^ except Clclie; 
for licr new lover — who turned out to hb a silk-mercer, 
not a marquis — after dancing attendance for a few 
weeks, danced off and married another lady. ■ 

About a year after these events, I wa% one hot day 
sitting under the trees near Banelagh, find eating an 
ice, while watching the gay Parisians going to the 
Thursday’s ball there, when my niece whispered : ‘Do 
you see that bonne in a Norman cap sitting on the 
grass there with a baby ? ’ • • 

‘Yes.’ . 

‘Well, that is Madame Mervale’s baby, and I am 
looking to SCO her come for it ; she went to take a 
drive farther in the bois* 

Tiic baby in question was a fine healthy hoy ; and 
-while we were playing with and caressing it, the 
carriage stopped, and a lady alighted. .At first siglit 
I could scarcely believe it was the ci-devant MUa 
Ilcnriette Hdlie, so much was she altered for the bettor. 
Her skin, although pale, was now clear; her teeth — 
lliiinks to Georges Fattct, that capital dentist — ^good, 
wliite, and even ; her huge bones were covered ; curls 
softened her large features ; and the smile of affection 
and newly -awakened domestic feelings lightened and 
gave expression to her former impassive countenance. 
She was richly, tastefully, and fashionably dressed, by 
the joint exertions of a first-rate riiodhu and her femme- 
iJe-Hamhres and the knowledge that she now filled a 
certain position gave her motions and manners' more 
case, and consequently more grace. I am told she and 
her husbimd are perfectly happy, and that la cousine 
Clclie is still unmarried and still unwise. 

to the season and the place. The slaveo -were allowed ; ! ^ 
the vdtmost freedom of raillery and 'truth wit!i their V ; 
masters ; •sitting with them at table, dressed ia: ,theirit 
clothes, playing all sorts of tricks, and telling tk^in of 
their •faults to their faces, wMle they smutted 

No. one wjs allowed to be : angry, and he wbb wa»;^ i 
played on, if he loved his own comfort, would be thtf ■ 
first to laugh.' This licentious folly— Peembri 
—lasted for a week, during which the holly branches^ 
Vere sent round bn their friendly errand. >, ^ ^ ; 

The early Christians seem to have very soon begun 
to celebrate the day of the Nativity at the time of 
the Saturnalia ; probably finding it the most convenient 
season for the purpose, and perhaps seeking to turn 
an old-established custom to a superior use. It appears .. 
that in the first century Clement, said : ‘ Brethren, keep 
diligently feast-days, and truly in the first place the 
day of Christ’s birth ;* and in the following century it 
was further ordained, ‘ tliat in the holy night of the 
Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, they do celebrate 
public church -services, and in them solemnly sing 
the Angel’s Hymn, because also the same night He 
was declared unto the shepherds by an angel, as the 
truth itself doth witness.* Worshippers were enjoined 
to eschew rigidly the spirit of paganism ; but in spite 
of tlie endeavours to impart a serious tone to the 
festival, it continued to be chiefiy a scene of noisy 
revelry. 

After the Saxons and Danes came the Normans, 
bringing .with them additions and variations of the 
Christmas observances, in tiic rudiments of mysteries 
and miracle-plays, and of mummeries, maskings, and 
pageants. These last wore first exhibited in the reign 
of Henry II., and kept up by his Lion-hearted successor, 
as appears in the old romance : 

* Christmas is a time full honest; 

Kyng Richard it honoured with gret feste, 

All his clerks and barouns 

Were set in their pary loans, 

And served with grot plente 

Of mete and drink, and each daintif.* 

From the custom of singing masses on the eve of the 
Nativity we derive the name of Christsmass, or Christ- 
mas, for the Bucrccl festival ; and from the permission 
accorded to servants and poor people to go round with 
their boxes and collect money to pay for the ihasses 
recited by the priests for their deceased or distant 
foiends wo get our term — and its attendant practice — 
Christmas-box, one so much abused that its entire 
disuse is greatly to be desired. But to return to the 
miracle -plays : they speedily grew into favour, and 
were made use of by the clergy as a mcjans of diverting 
the minds of the people from some of the gross habits 
endeared to them by long custom. But if any good 
impressions were made, they were soon effaced by the 
licence of the Christmas mummeries, at which so much 
power -w'as given to tlie Lord of Misrule. Tlie English 
ill general were so strongly attaclied to their customary 
pastimes, that when at the siege of Orieans, the lords 
‘ requested of the French commanders that they might 
have a night of minstrelsy, with trumpets and clarions ; ' 
which request, the chronicler tells us, ‘ was granted, 
and the horrors of war were suspended by melodies 
that were felt to be delightful.* It was a strange Cele- . 
bration of peace amid the terrors of war. 

Christmas proceedings gradually became so riotous; 
that Henry VIII. pass^ several statutes, charging all 
serving- men and journeymen artificer not to play 
their games except in tlA Christmas holidays, and then 
only on their masters’ premises. At times, during 
this reign, there was competition between Hie king 
and his minister Wolscy, as to who should celebrate ' 
Christmas in the most stately manher. On one occa- 
sion when, on account of a great mortali^ in London, 
the monarch kept himself quiet at Eltham, the car- 

CHRISTMAS IN TIIP: OLDEN 'j;iME. 

‘ The lime draws near the birth of Christ; 

The luoon is hid, the night is still; I 

The Christmas bells from hill to hill 

Answer each other in the mist.* 

‘Who made Christmas?’ was a question that arose 
last year in a Christmas party. The querist, with 
legitimate curiosity, looked round for a reply"; bnt for 
a time no one spoke. At length some said one thing, 
some another, yet ftir short of what was required 
to constitute a satisfactory reply: every one was 
surprised to find how little was really known on a 
subject which promised to be interesting ; and ulti- 
mately it was arranged that one of the party should 
prepare what learned folk call a ‘ paper’ whicli should 
answer the question, and be read at their next meeting 
— in the* present year 1861. 

Following this paper, we proceed to state that 
festivities at the close of the year are of much older 
date than Christianity. The use of evergreens, and the 
veneration for the misletoe, are traceable in the history 
of ancient nations, both of the south and north of 
Europe; and the Roman Saturnalia are known to 
every classical student. ‘ It was,’ we are told, ‘ towards 
i jthe close of December that all the town was in an 
. unusual motion, and the children everywhere invoking 
Saturn; nothing now to be seen but tables spread 
out for feasting, and nothing heard but shouts of 
merriment; all business was dismissed, and none at 
work but cooks and confectioners ; no account of 
expenses was to be kept, and it appears that one-tenth 
part of a man’s income was to be appropriated to this 
jollity. All exertion of body and mind was forbidden, 
except for the purpose of recreatioif; nothing to be 
road or recited which did not provoke mirth, adapted 
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.fidSnal ^laye At the ihahor of Mclfehion naid there kept 
ladi^;^ and all other that 
^vpuld comb, with plaies and dieguisyng in moit royall 
‘ l inaiier.* The king, however, made for his abstiiiencc 
/in auWqhent years; and lavished enormous supis dn 
Christmaa fesU«:ities. ' ■ V ■ /. ■ ' 

We who hre accustomed Associate gfuvity with 
law; find it difficult to believe in the pranks .and buf- 
fooneries Which the gentlbmoh pf tlic Inns of Court 
beg^ to indulge in ahout this time, by way of celeni 
hratlng Christmas. ‘They held for that season 
everything in mockery : they had ii mock parliament, 
/ a Prince of jSh/>A*« or Wisdom, an honourable order of 
Pegasus, a high constable, marshal, a master of^ the 
game, a ranger of the forest, lieutenant of the Tower, 
which was a temporary prison for Christmas delinquents 
—all the paraphernalia of a court. During the games 
a huntsman came into the hall with nine or ten couple 
of liounds, bearing on the end of his staff a purse-nct 
which hohl a fox and a cat ; tliese were let loose and 
hunted by the hounds, and killed beneath the fire.* 
All of this, and much more of the same sort, w'aa but 
the prelude to the feasting, when roast and boiled 
smoked on the table, and wine and ale went round in 
copious draughts, and pastime ended in debauchery. 
Evelyn says in his Diary : ‘ I went to see the revells at 
the Middle Temple, which is an old, but riotous cnsteni, 
and has no relation to virtue or i)olicy *— -a proof how 
little decorum, to say nothing of religion, pervaded the 
celebration of Ciiristinas by the long robe. The High 
Jinks of the Scottish bar in a later time were refinement 
in comparison. 

Great power was always delegated to the Lord of 
Misrule — or, as we should say, the Master of the 
Ceremonies — for the time being. At the Christmas 
holidays in 1G34 the Right Worshipfiil Richard Evelyn, 
Esq.— father of the author of the Diary — High Sheriff 
and Deputy-Lieutenant of Surrey and Sussex, drew up 
* articles * regulating the functions a^id appointment of 
a Lord of Misrule over his estate iit Wotton. ‘Im- 
primis,’ he writes, ‘ 1 give free leave to Owen Flood, 
my trumpeter, gent., to be Lord of Misrule of all good 
oilers during the twelve days. And also I give free 
leave to the said Owen Flood to command all and 
every person or persons whatsoem*, as w'ell servants 
os others, to be at his command whensoever lie shall 
sound his trumpet or music, and to do him good 
service ns thougli I were present myself, at their perils.’ 
Then after rc^quiring that all persons shall assemble at 
prayers in the morning, and imposing fines for swearing, 
he proceeds; * If any man shall come into the hall, and 
sit at dinner or supper more than once, he shall endure 
punishment at his lordship’s pleasure. 

‘ If any man shall be drunk, or drink more than is 
fit, or o&rto sleep during the time abovesaid, or do 
not drink up his bowl of beer, but flings away his 
. snuff — that is to say, the secondc draught — he shall 
^ drjfik two, and afterwards be excluded.’ 

Ro one was to be allowed enter the kitchen to 
aimoy the cook; and ‘if any man shall kiss any maid, 
widow, or wife, except to bid welcome or farewell, 
without his lordship’s (‘.ousent, he shall have punishment 
as his lordship shall think convenient.’ 

And last; *I give full power and authority to his 
lordship to break up all locks, bolts, bars, doors, and 
latches, and to fling up all doors out of hinges to come 
at those who presume to disobey liis lordship’s com- 
mands.— *God save the king I ’ 

Such liberty being permitted in a well - regulated 
houstdiold, we may easily imagine that in bthers btit 
little restraint would be exercised; and so attractive 
i were the revels to country gentlemen, that many of 
them passed their Christmas in London for the purpose 
of attending thorn; but in 1589 they received orders 
to depmt forthwith to tlieir respective counties, and 
: thereby maintain the ancient customs which had fallen 


into disuse, and encourage tlie poor by their hospi- 
tdlty. Old Tusser’s quatrain prescribed tlieir duties— 

' At Christmas be mery, and thanke God of all: 

And feast thyjpoom neighbours, the great with the small. 
Yea al the yere L^g have an eio to the poore : 

And God shall jjpnde luck, to kepe open thy doore.’ 

But when tl^ Commonwealth came, Christmas fes- 
tivities and holidays were forbidden as irreverent and 
pernicious: consciciitious people, among whom Bunyan 
is mentioned, scrupled to eat mince-pics because of the 
superstitious Scharacter popularly attached to them. 
To many the enforcement of the scruples was a sore 
grievance. One writer thus laments; — 

* Gone are those golden days of yore, 


Whose gports we now shall see no more; 

’Tie turned into Oobd-Friday,* 

Later in the same century a chaplain on board one 
of tlie ships of war describes the manner in which the 
holiday was observed at sea; ‘Crismas day,’ he writes 
in his diary, ‘we keepo thus: at 4 in the morning 
our trumpeters all floe flatt their trumpettfi, and begin 
at our captain’s cabin, and thence to all the officers’ 
and gentlemen^R cabins; playing a levite at each cabin 
door, and bidding a good -morrow, wishing a merry 
Crismas. After they goo to their stalion—nainely, on 
the poope, and sound three levitts in lionoiir of the 
morning. At 10 wee goe to prayers ribd sermon; text, 
Zech. ix. 9. Our captaino had all his officers and 
gentlemen to dinner with him, whei'c vree Imd excellent 
good fnyre: a ribb of beife, plum •puddings, minct- 
pyos, &c. and plenty of good wdnes of scvcrall sorts ; 
draiike licnlths to the king, to our wives and frieuils, 
and ended the day with much civill myrth.’ 

The singing of carols dates from the very earliest 
period of Christmas celebration, when songs of glad- 
ness were considered as appropriate to the occasion, 
Thu song of the angels was among the first set to 
music: — 

‘ When Christ was born of Mary free. 

In Bethlem, in that fayre cyte, 

Angells songen with mirth and glee, 

111 Gxcelsis gloria.* 

This subject was one of the most popular, as is indi- 
cated by the great number of carols of which it forms 
the theme : sucli as — 

‘ Swet .Thesus is cum to us 
This good tyni of Crystmas ; 

Wherfor with prays syng we always, 

Welcuux our Messyas.’ 

And another beginning 

‘ Of M.A.R.I..Byng I wyll a new song.* 

Or 

‘ Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell 1 
To Mary thus spake Gabrieli.* 

Nowell, or with the French Noel, the name by which 
Christmas is known in France, was a cry expressive 
of great satisfaction or Jot, and is supposed to be a 
contraction of Emmanim^ God with us. Among the 
carols formerly sung lir that country there is one of 
curious character, which is said to have been chanted 
to a ‘ merry tunc.' The first verso runs— 

‘ Quand Bleu naquit d Nolil 
Dedans la Jud5e, 

On yit oe jour solemnel 
La joie inondde ; 

II Ti’etolt hi petit ni grand 
Qui n’apiiortat son prbsentj 
Kt 11 * 0 , n’o, n’o, n’o, 

Bt u’offrit, frit, frit, 

Kt n’ooii’o, et n’offrit, 

« Et n’offrit sans oesse Toute aa ricbesse/ 




Sometimes every member of the festive parly 
expected to sing a carol, or to pa,y a fine in cose of 
failure — the fine being rigidly enforced : a practical 
exemplification of No Sonff^ no Supper; in other instances 
the caroling was performed by a^single voice. As 
Southey writes — ^ • 

^ In his lord’s castle dwelt, for man^a yeir, 

A well-beloved serrant : he could sisig 
Carols for Shrovetide, or for CafidleniOB, 

Songs for the wassel, and when the boar’s head » * 
Crowned with gay garlands, and with rosemary, 
Smoked on the Christmas board.’ i * 

Old writers seem never to have tired of praising hos- 
pitality. One who wrote more than two centuries ago 
shew's how much power of happiness lay in the hands 
of n generous householder : * Suppose Clii'lhtmas now 
approaching, the evergreen ivio trbnming and adorning 
the portals and portcloses of so frequented a building ; 
the usuall carolls to observe antiquitie, cheerfully 
sounding; and that whicJi is the complement of his 
inferior comforts— lus neighbours, whom he tenders as 
members of his own fiimily, joyne with him in this 
consort of mirth and melody ’—thin we may presume 
he had won their respect and gratitude for at least 
another year. Old George Wither sings with gladsome 
spirit — 

* Now all our neighbours’ chimneys smoke, 

And Christmas blocks are burning ; 

Their ovens they with baked meat choke. 

And all their spits are turning. 

Without the door let sorrow lye ; 

And if for cold it hap to die, 

We’ll bury ’fc in a Christmas pic, 

And evei'inore bo merry.’ 

Wlint the Christmas pie was may be understood from 
tbe description of one published in a Newcastle paper 
at the beginning of January 1770. ‘ Monday last was 
brought from Howick to Berwick, to be shipped for 
Lon4pii, for Sir Hen. Grey, Bart, a pie, the contents 
whereof are as follow — namely, 2 bushels of Hour, 20 
lbs. of butter, 4 geese, 2 turkeys, 2 rabbits, 4 wild 
ducks, 2 woodcocks, 6 snipes, and 4 partridges ; 2 neats’ 
tongues, 2 curlews, 7 blackbirds, and 6 pigoohs : it is 
supposed a very great curiosity; was made by Mrs 
Dorothy I’attersou, housekeeper at Ilowick. It was 
near nine feet in circumference at bottom, weighs about 
twelve stones, w'ill take two men to present it to table. 
It is neatly fitted with n case, and four small wheels to 
facilitate its use to every guest that inclines to partake 
of its contents at table.’ 

But times have changed. There is but little noisy 
jollity in Christmas as at present celebrated ; people go 
no longer to see the Glastonbury thorn blowqn the 25th 
of December, either Old or New Style ; nor visit cattle- 
lairs at midnight of Christmas-Kve, to see the oxen 
fall on their knees, as they are said to have done at the 
time of the Nativity in the stable at Bethlehem — a 
superstition which one would hardly expect to find 
reproduced in Canada, where an Indian was detected 
stealing out * to see the deer kneel ; ’ for, as he replied 
to his questioner, ‘ It was Christmas night, when ail the 
deer fall upon their knees to the Great Spirit, and look 
up.’ Neither do. they 'consider, that the multiplied 
ingredients of mince-pies arc symbolical of the various 
offerings brought by the Wise men; or that it is neces- 
sary to make them of a long and narrow shape to 
represent a manger; or that eating them is a proof 
of orthodoxy ; or that for each variety of pie so eaten 
so many happy days are in store for the eater. Neither 
do they helicvo that the weather of the twelve days 
of Christmas is prognosticative of that of the twelve 
months in the following year ; nor drink spiced ale, 
or eat roasted apples before faffcakfast ; nor wassail 
I . the trees, tliat they may bear ^ 

* Full many a plum, and many a pear/ 


as Herrick says: neither is the singing of carols so 
well honoured in the observance as formerly., ; ^ ^ 

For pur parts, we should bo glad to see a rc^val 
of cdrbMnging — that is, in a properly decorous ijpirijC. 
Tliero is soinething solemn and touching even nl0w in 
listeifing to the chant of the street - minsli^ls;^ the . 
«£7£ri<s>-as k rises through the silence of the bights 
making one feel that peace and goodwill may become 
something more than sound. And so, with a passage 
|jfkom Shakspeare which embodies a few bygone super- 
stitions, we conclude our illustrations of Christmas in . 
the Olden Tune : 

^Sorne say, that ever ’aainst that season comes 

« Wherein our Saviour^ birth is celebrated. 

The bird of dawning singeth all night long: 

And then, they say, iiO spirit can walk abroad ; 

The nights are wholesome ; then no planets strike, 

No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to charm, 

I So hallowed and so gracious is the time.’ 

THE UNDEU-SEA TELEGRAPH. ' 

Wifi have of late been so much accustomed to great 
acliievemeuts in science and art, that the establishment 
of a telegraphic communication across the Channel is 
regarded almost ns a matter of course, calling for no 
vejy special remark. But to he placed en rapport with, 
the continent, while preserving the integrity of our 
ipsular position, is a triumph of ingenuity on which a 
little attention may be worthily bestowed ; acid wc 
propose to trace a brief outline of the leading features 
of its history. 

It will be remembered that the first attempt was made 
in August 1850, when a copper-wire, twenty-five miles 
in length, coated with gutta-percha, and weighted with 
leaden clamps, w'as sunk in tlie Channel from Dover to 
Cape Gris-nez on the French coast. During the process 
of sinking from the deck of the Goliah steamer, and 
after the whole lino w'as laid, the transmission of 
electro - galvanic signals demonstrated the perfect 
feasibility and success of the undertaking. The wire, 
how’cver, had been laid but a few days when it w^as 
broken by chafing against the rocks on the shore, or 
some other equally fatal accident ; and thc^coinmuni- 
cation being thus suddenly broken off, w^c were still 
dependent on the usual modes of forw^arding intelli- 
gence — the mail-boats' and the clipiicr steamer kept for 
very special occasions, which inquisitive travellers may 
have seen lying triiply equipped in Calais Harbour. 

It W'as not likely that so important an enterprise 
wrould bo lightly abandoned. Hie Submarine Telegraph 
Company was formed ; aqd in July last, Mr Crampton 
undertook to supply an efficient telegraphic communi- 
cation by the end of September, and in accordance with 
the conditions imposed by the French and English 
governments. The plans w'cre carried into execu- 
tion at the company’s works at Wapping; first, by 
twisting together, by the old of powerful steam machi- 
nery, four copper-wires coated with gutta-percha, and 
twenty-four miles in length. This core, as it mgy bo 
called, was next thickly covered with hempen strands 
twisted spirally, and thoroughly saturated with a 
preparation of pitch and tallow^, and these ih turn 
were * served’ with similarly -prepared' ‘strands xiassing 
transversely round them. The core, on which every- 
thing depends, was thus protected by a double 
covering closely compressed, aud the wliole was then 
cnveloiicd with ten strands of galvanised iron- wdre, 
each about a quarter-inch thick, twisting round and 
pCrfi^tly enclosing it, the object being to prevent tlie 
action of the sen -water upon the interior. When: 
finished, the cable presented, a remarkably bright and 
Xiolished appearance fropi the ^fects of the galvanising. 
Its construction occupied three w^ks, and the total 
weight — sufficient to find its way to the bottona without 
additional loading— was said to be 200 tons. As the 
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coiled the^iw^lorf previous to ebip- 

‘fiiihe iiitegrity of tfae coro wlk- tested J>y ending 
IKtnc Bikt'k, uiid firing a fusee, Ikrough the vB'holo 
iiSf twenty-four miles. ■ ■ ...: ^ . 

^e.:;24th:^j^ the csbie was saifeiyr^te^ 

J5fo#er, a steamer placed at the 
,|i^co of ; Company .^vernment, dbd towed 

tOithO; 6^ Fbmlana^the point of coramunica- 
:;i^fi^>|Qfr the iExiglish side. Here one end of the cable 


landed, and hauled up the beach some distance^p^I'lie poisBibility of electro -telegraphic communication 
i^Ohd high-water-inairk to a apt i^ear the lighthouse, ‘ 
a shafiL pier^ ]^ipehdi top of 

^^:;icti£r, recetires the wires whicli are connected w|th 
telegraph at iDoVer/ The necessary attachmoDta 
‘*"1 Been tnade^ tlie JS/4sfir> towed by two sfceam- 


'l&igs, started for the opposite; shore, notwithstanding 
;5^e hlu8trou8 Weather ; for, according to the terms of 
with the French government, the cable was 
|l0 bo sunJfc in its place by the 1st of October. Tlic 
■^int selected for communication on the I^ench side 
fjw^ San^ttc^ a small village standing on the dreary 
^ between three and four inilcs iVom Calais, said to 
t;^hate been the spot whence Gwsar embarked for tlie 
invasip of Hritain. The beach at that part of the 
;; coast is a fine smooth sand, eminently favourable for 
reposed object, and distant flrom the Foreland 
jy^pne miles; ‘ # 

ie Tearless steamer started a little in advance of 
:f4he Blazer, to shew the route to be followed. As the 
I .ktter ^ent onwards the cable was slowly uncoiled, 
and alter passing through a series of brakes, intended 
.-to prevent too rapid a movement, it was * payed out' 
over the Stern. Owing to an accident which tore away 
about eighteen yards of one of the outer wires,' the 
ifgieedwas educed from five to two knots an hour; and 
When six miles were laid down in this way, an attempt 
was made to transmit a signal to the party on shore ; 

■ and ' after some delay, arising from the telegraphic 
instrument not having been attached, it succeeded 
poribctly. This was encouraging, and all promised 
■well for a successful termination, when the tow-rope 
unfortunately broke, and the Blazer drifted a mile and 

ya half out of her course before the accident could be 
frepaimd. She arrived, however, off Sangatte about six in 
I, jthe evening of the 25tli, having occupied: ten hours in 
'iilm passage across ; and the weather beihg stormy, she 
anchored for the niglit two miles from the shore. The 
next day a gale blew from tlie west, interfering seriously 

■ with the prosecution of the work ; but the Blazer was 

' towed to within a mile oi the French coast, and tlie 
remainder of the cable cast overboard there, with a 
buoy attached to mark its position, and all the vessels 
Returned to the pritisli. side. The gale was still blowing 
on Saturday the 26 tb, when Captain Bullock went with 
the and carried the end of the cable some 

ihundred yards nearer the shore.. On the 27th the 
; : ^ moderated. ‘ Accordingly,' to quote from the 

primes, . * the engineers and managers of tlie Gutta-Percha 

^ took on board the Fearless . & large coil of 

gutta-percha roping, and after hauling up the end of 
the triegraph-cabl^ the first wires were carefully 
jf^ached, and at half-past five in the afternoon a boat 
|:land^ them on. the beach at Sangatte. Tim moment 
: fbr landing was low-water, and t\& coil of 

^ ^tta-percha 1 ^ immediately buried in the 

: beach by a gong of men in attendance, up to low-water- 
^ ma^kf and eiten a riiort diaton^ beyond it. .Thence to 
Wh^^ much exceed a 

v^uaiter of a'mile.' ' „ 
^The telegtaphs wm instantiiy attached to the stib- 
\imarine wires, and^U the instruments res^nded to the 
^batteries from |;he;ji:<^j^aite shores. . At six o’clock 
Mitesages were^^;'^^;|^ Sangatte from the South 
^FareMmd,;^fl|^fi^ Captain Bullock took' 

te tee saaite eveni^ for the Queen and the 


* On Monday morning the wires at Sangatte were 
joined to thote already laid down to C’olais, and two of 
the instruments used by the French government having 
been sent to the South Foreland, Paris was placed in 
imm^ate commuipationwitli the English court.’ 

It is intended t^^place the wires now carried across 
the Sangatte belw by an additional length of cable 
which will bo spliced on to the main portion, and thus 
make it of equal strength and durability throughout. 


was. howeveir, once mom demonstrated, and shortly 
afterwards the company announced themselves ready 
to transmit messages in either direction across tlio 
Channel. By that time, Nov. 13, the communication 
between the Foreland and the offices at Dover was 
completed, #iud instruments by Cooke and Wheatstone, 
and Bmtt and Henley, were ready for work. ‘After 
some little delay,' to 'quote again from the Times, ‘con- 
sequent on the rapidity with which the arrangements 
were made, the wires were finally connected, and it 
became a moment of intense anxiety when signals wem 
about to be passed. The instrument was set in motion, 
signals were interclignged with Calais, and the complete 
success of the undertaking . was manifest. Very few 
communications liad passed when a mounted messenger 
arrived with a dispatch from the telegraph office of 
the South-Eastern Railway Company. It proved to 
be a message containing the prices of the funds on the 
London Exchange, which were to bo immediately sent 
on by the subpoarine telegraph to Paris. From this 
time dispatcliea were continually passing between 
the Dover telegraph offices and London and Paris. A 
message from London was sent to Paris, and an answer 
received and forwarded to London, within one hour,'- ‘In 
which time is included the journey of a mile from tlic 
station to the office and back again, and to this must 
bo added the loss of time consequent on the message 
having to bo sent from the Paris office to the Paris 
Bourse, and for. the return of the reply. 

‘It was a happy coincidence that tho day clioscn 
for the opening of the telegraph was that on w.hich the 
Duke of Wellington attended in person to close the 
Harbour Sessions; and it was resolved by the promoters 
that His Grace bn leaving Dover by the two o’clock train 
for London should be saluted by a gun llred by the 
transmission of a current from Calais. It was arranged 
with Calais that as the clock struck two, a signal was 
immediately to be passed, and, punctual to the moment, 
a loud report reverberated on the water, and shook the 
ground with some force. It was then ascertained that 
a thirty- two pounder, loaded with ten pounds of powder, 
had been fired by the current. The report had scarcely 
ceased ere it was taken up from the heights, the mili- 
taiy, as usual, saluting the departure of the Duke with 
a round of artillery. Guns were then flnMi successively 
on both coasts, Calais firing the gun at Dover, and 
Dover returning the compliment to Calais.' 

Thursday the 1 3th November may thus be considered 
as a memorable day. Henceforward winds may blow, 
and billows roll, and delay the mails as long as they 
will; but while the surface of the sea ls agitated, the 
swift intelligence will bo fl^^ng along the metallic wires 
lying undisturbed at tlie bottom. The social and iioli- 
tical advantages to grow out of instantaneous commu- 
nication with all parts of the continent are as yet only 
foreseen, and to be judged of by the result. Hitherto 
the prices of public funds have been the principal sub- 
jects of transmission. The Times, retbrring to tho 
Thursday in question, stated— ‘ The one o’clock opening 
prices at the Paris Bourse tp-day w'cre received through 
the submarine telegrapli, and posted in the Stock 
Exchange, by Mr T. Uzielli, at twenty minutes to 
throe. The two o’clock prices were also received before 
the Close of .business, and daring the afternoon a 
transaction of sofifo amount was effected in Russian 
stock in consequence of an order transmitted in the 
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same manner/ Again, on Friday 14th, there appeared 
in the same paper a brief sentence, he^ed : *By Sdb^ 
MARINB Eusctrio Tblegraph — Pam, Thvrsday , 7 
o'chck p.M. — The Assembly has rmeeted the Electoral 
law by a majority of 855 against d4\’ a striking iUijs- 
tration of what may be done in the trS^sniission of n<?w8. 
Since, then messages have been repeatedly sent from 
Liverpool as well as London to France, Italy, and Ger- 
many, * and in one instance a communication was fof^. 
warded to Cracow, to be despatched tlienc^ by moil 
to Odessa/ Ordinary modes of communication will now 
be greatly in arrear, seeing that we can get the pith 
of all that is desirable to be known from any quarter 
at a few minutes* notice and at any hour —from Mar- 
seilles, Veni(je, St Petersburg, Pestli, Prague or Vienna. 
Governments will now be able to talk to one another 
without long official delays, and save something in 
ambassadors. It will be necessary, however, to have 
some universal language which all may understand 
without the necessity of translation, and to extend over 
the whole of Europe the telegraphic, union which has 
been formed for part of Germany. 

Mr Wheatstone first conceived the possibility of an 
under-sea telegraph in 1837, and had half a mile of wire 
covered with an insulating envelope prepared for the ex- 
periment ; hut not being used, this wire was afterwards 
employed, for some of the earliest telegraphic trials on 
the Birmingham Railway. In 1840, Mr Wheatstone 
demonstrated the possibility by plans and drawings to 
the governments of France, England, and Belgium, and 
measures were taken for a practical application of the 
principle, but without pushing them to a conclusion, 
a4J;lie autlioritics were too much engaged with other 
matters. Not so the present endeavour : its success is 
no longer a question ; and in time* as the rhymer 
says, the electric impulse will be speeding 

* Over— under — lands or seas, 

To the far antipodes. 

Now o'er cities thronged with men, 

.Forest now or lonely glen; 

Now where busy Coumierce broods, 

Now in wildest solitudes; 

Now where Christian temples stand. 

Now afar in pagan land. 

Here again ns soon as gone, 

Making all the earth as one. 

Moscow speaks at twelve o'clock, 

London reads ere noon the shock; 

Seems it not a feat sublime. 

Intellect hath conquered Time !' 


THE BLIND FIDDLER. 

Onh dismally foggy and rainy afternoon in November 
last, when the streets, clothed in a viscid ganpent of 
thick and slippery mud, were passable only at a snaiTs 
pace, because every step forward sent you half a step back 
again— when no one whom fate, or equally inexorable 
business, did not drive forth, ventured to bravo the 
misty atmosphere fraught with catarrh and influenza— 
I heard the sound of a Addle outside my window. The 
strain was a melancholy attempt at a Scotch reel ; and 
the incongruity of the spectacle it conjured up to my 
imagination compared with the actual scene before, my 
eyes had just awaked me to the perception of the comic, 
when the music censed on a sudden in the middle of the 
second stave, and I heard the sound of a fail; and a 
faint ejaculation, half- sigh, half- groan, which imme- 
diately followed, brought me to the door to what 
was the matter. 

It was already getting dark, independently of the fog, 
and I could but dimly discern a dm.ky mass lying by 
the garden gate ; but I could hear the plaintive moans 
that proceeded from it, and soon, with tlie help pf 


Bettyi triiom I had snknmoned' to my asristance, got 
wretch^^ bundle of. humanity into a chair in 
the glowing kitchen fire. A few spoonfuls of 
brandy soon brought life and auiniation into e 
beat&n face, and produo^ from livid lips the ^ 
almost savage request; ‘For God's sake, givO io 
of vittlesP . ■ 

‘When did you eat last?* 

,, ^Not sincO yesterday morning. I hod a bit of 
yesterday mormng.^ .. ; l 

‘Ohl* said Betty, ‘aiirt that horrid, and hea bilL 
man— as blind as n stone ?’ Giving the necessary 
tions, I left Betty to manage her blind patient in heif!f " 
own way, and in about an hour fdterwards went ddwrt| 
to see what improvement she had eftheted. 

The poor fbllow, having satisfi^ the demands of 
nature, and supplied his own wants, had iinmediately 
began to attend to those of his inseparable oompahion 
— his cracked, patched, and dilapidated! fiddle. I found 
him airing it tenderly before the flre.f then, having 
borrowed 4 cloth from Betty, he employed himself in 
cleansing the crazy instrument from the moist breath.; 
of the fog, and from the contaminations it had picked ■ 
up through his fall. This accomplished, ho began 
feeling it all over as cautiously as a surgeon does the 
bq^dy of a patient in search of a fracture. Fortunately 
there was no serious mischief done, and the poor fellow 
laughed cheerfully when he discovered that the only 
friend he had in the world had escaped unhurt. 

‘Well, my man,* said I, ‘how do you get on? Not 
hungry now, 1 hope ?* 

‘Bless *ee, sir, no I I*m righter than a trivet now, 
sir. I ha*nt liad sich a feed I can't tell *ce when, 
sir. I’m very much obleeged to you, sir, sure/y. I 
wor altogether done up, and that’s a fact/ 

‘ Well, then, perhaps you have no objection to return 
the favour we have done you by telling me bow you 
came to be a blind fiddler, what you get by it, how you 
manage to live, and all about it !’ 

‘Not a bit of objection in the world, sir, if you likes 
to hear it. There aint much fun in what I got to tell 
though, cos I ha*nt had much luck in ray time : but if 
you wish to hear it, of course you shall, and I*il begin 
at the beginning. I*m quite agreeable, sir.* 

With that, laying his fiddle to rest in an old black 
bag which he drew from the crown of a crushed hat, 
and settling his arms on the elbows of the chair, so 
as to rest his whole frame in a state of unaccustomed 
luxury, he delivered himself literally, with the excep- 
tion of certain circumlocutions which I have thought 
fit to digest into something like order and consecu- 
tivenesB, pretty much to the following eflect 

‘I aint but a youngish man, sir, though they do tell 
me that I looks a reg’lar old file, Wlmt might you 
suppose my age, sir?’ 

‘From forty-eight to fifty, or thereabouts.’ 

‘There ’tis agin. Everybody says I*m fifty, when 
i*m not forty yet. I was bora in 1811, sir, iu Swan j 
Alley, not far from the Artillery Ground. My father ; 
war a shoemaker— perhaps I ought to say a cobbler, 
for he didn’t make many shoes: good reason why,;; 
ho was always a mendin’ on 'em. When J was a M 
very little un, I.rck’lect partikTar they was n-naokih* f " 
the Regent’s Canal as runs under the City Boadj:^ 
and I used to get out aforo I was big cnough^ ;^ 
wear trousers, and make mud - pies out of the cloy 
was turned up. That was the best fun I ever knowed;^: 
tliat was; but didn’t I get the strap when my fkther L 
c&tched me at it ? Ak I knows what strap-sauce is 
well enough I He wanM to teach me— cos I was the 
biggest boy— to make wax-ends,, and I wanted to 
mud-pies ; and many *s the tickin* 1 got along 
ftiere canal a-diggin*. I never passes the 
without ibinkin* on it Th^ you know, I oo^d lib— ^ 
had as good use of /my ey^ welil 

’taint'.iiO;U8e ^ovirtV/v:,. ^ 
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I ' and lejE^ fbur oh^ tf al>out 

five yW8 old, and then we got nter^ atirap and less 
^ vktlcai^ I can teU Fatlier got savage, an* took to 
Vdrinkiji^ imd we never dared to have a hit o* lark *cept 
: w^ o* doors. One night, when het was 

^v gbne to the |>uldic - iK>use, wo WiW all a-pjayin’ and 
larW room, and ray hiother, out o’ fun, pushed 
in^, bright over the kit into the firc; I Ihll with ray 
Tgod fila|y in ' the middle of the hot coals, and was so 
fHghtencd that I couldnlt make no attempt to get out, 
cos ray legs was up in the air again* the kit. My two 
^'brothers and sister sung out a .good un, andaooraan 
■as lived up-stairs came down and picked me out. I 
was took ofiT to the hospital, where I laid for sefen 
months, and almost died wi* brain-fever. Then I was 
' sent home again, stone-blind, and father give me a 
hidid’ fur tumblin’ into the fire, as if 1 hadn’t had 
punishment enough. But 1 didn’t core much for that. 

I had friends in tiie court, among the women and the 
gals, and 1 got a deal more viHles and kindness than I 
: did afore. ' 

* When I was old enough, I was sent to the Blind 
Aaylitm, where 1 learned to make baskets and mats. 

1 can make clothes-baskets and hampers, and that sort 
of U'crk, well enough; but the trade is so much cut up 
by the shops that it iiiut worth doin’. If I makes a 
/ basket for a washerwoman for three shillins, it colts 
^ me lisJC-a-crowU; for tlie willows. It aint much better 
i ‘With tiio mats^tlio rope costs almost the money they 
fetch. I left the asylum when I M'as sixteen, and lived 
along w ith another blind man as made hampers for the 
, wine-merchants. He had a pretty good trade, and I 
might ha* done wcll along of him if I could ha* carr’d 
' .home the goods ; but it aint no go for a blind man to 
get about the streets o* London wi* five or six hampers 
on ins head. I tried it once or twice, and got shoved 
i .head-foremost into a butcher’s shop by some chaps as 
wanted a lark ; so he couldn’t send me out no more, 
and he couldn’t go hisself. 1 had two years of that 
there hamper -work, and got the rheumatic dreadful 
tlirough W’orkin* in a damp cellar all day long, and I 
was obliged to give it up— to go into the hospital again. 

. < When I came out I didn’t know where to go, and 

what i was to do. My fatlier had moveci aw.ay somc- 
Ahore, and my two brotliers had gone to sea. So I 
■went to my parish, and liad a go of the vrorkhouse for 
matter of a year. There was a blind man in there as 
played the ^fiddle uncommon >vell, and the overseer 
made him shew me a bit, and paid a goodish hit o* 
money , for teachin’ of me. I scraped away whenever 
they would let me, for I wanted to get out of the work- 
iKmse, and I picked up a tidy lot of tunes in four or 
Vve mouths. .By the time I’d a been at it a year, I 
> thoii^t I might manage to pick up a livin’, and I 
one mornhi’, when the summer was a-corain’ 
i ' 4md began fiddlin’ in tlie streets. 1 didn’t get much 
f I'lthif jfi^st day— not ^ite sixpence I think ’twas— but 1 
^^wouidn't go back upon the parish. I could lodge for a 
! j^hiUin’ a week,' and I could get a bit of broken vittles 
^lat-tiraes When folks wouldn’t give me no money. I 
bilked my liberty too wrell, after the conifinement — first 
tbe damp cellar, then of the hospital, and then in the 
>iw^^fe^se-r-and I made up my mind to get my own 
j^lyin* ywithout bein’ beholden to nobody. So I’ve 
:|»rfiddled pretty 

Hlf ^ I were twO-and-twenty, I took it into my 
: - l^ad uhebmmon as how ) sboidd like to lekm to read ; 

applied at tlie Blind School in Bed Lion 
j i^uare^ and used to go ktid learn to read two oc 
I nights of a we^« There ^as a good many thei^ 
learned ^ and some 

i |houldn’t..lefU^,.^u^ :v|i^{..^%m'tolerMdish, ■■ ■ I. went' to 
^ didif t pay ■nothin’ for' 

.with .Our .'fingers! 

Mi|||||||W can ■ read^ 'id^on it» ' 


and johti’s Gospel too. That ’s all I got. I can’t afford 
to buy no more. 

* At the Blind School I fell in with a young oomnn 
ns was learnin’ to ^d. I kep company witli her for 
live year, and tl^ I married her. We’ve a been 
married nigh upc^twelve year. . She was bom blind— 
never liad no eyes in her head, not at all. She can do 
everything in a mouse as well a’most as them as can 
see : she can cook a meal’s vittles beautiful, when wo 
got it to be cooked. S!ie sews with her needle, and 
mends my clo^Jies, and does the washin’ and ironin’. 
Wb are often very* bad off, partik’lar at this time of the 
year, People don’t care much about fiddlin’ and music 
in cold and wet weather: they walks away to keep 
theirsolvcs warm ; and forgils to give a fellar a copper. 

‘I knows* London all over *cept some of the new 
streets, and I knows^ them when I been through ’em 
once, I goes from Islington, where I lives, to tlie City, 
three times a week. Wlien I come to a street where a 
customer of mine lives, I begins and numbers the 
houses with my stick, and then I strikes up wlien I 
comes to the house, and plays till I gets my penny or 
ray bread and eheesrf! I always eats a piece of bread 
in the morniii’ afore I goes out: if I don’t, I gits the 
stomaclvaclie. Sometimes I don’t git no more all the 
day* ; but I gits bread and cheese at a house in (^lerken- 
well every Tuesday, and a good pint o’ tea and a poun* 
a’most o* broad every Friday in Tattle Saint TlionuiH 
Apostle. You see 1 can’t fiddle very well, cos my right 
arm is shrivelled up wd’ the fire, and 1 can’t draw the 
bow rightly level with the bridge athout 1 sits down ; 
and iu course I can’t sit down while I am walkin’ about 
the streets ; so it aint many coppers I gits from chaiy^c 
customers. My rcg’lar customers mostly gives me a 
penny a week : when they moves, I follers ’em wherever 
they goes : I can’t afford to lose ’em ; tliey brings me 
in, all on ’em, about tbrce-and-sixponce a week, besides 
the vittles. ’Taint mucli vittles 1 eats at home, save 
on Sundays, and a bit o’ bread for breakfast uibro I 
starts out of a mornin’. 

‘There's lots o’ blind men in London .is getsf a livin’ 
without earnin’ of it. I knows one as sits all day in 
the. City Road a-rcadin’ the Bible wi’ his finger, and 
people thinks it’sw'oiidcrful clever, and gives liim a siglit 
o’ money. A poun* a week aint nothin’ to him. But 
that there ’s a imposition ; there aint nothin’ in it. I 
can read as W'cll as he every bit; but people hadn’t 
ought to get their bread by readin’ the Bible and doin’ 
of notliin’ : it aint respectable. I gives the people 
music : if they don’t think it worth nothin’, they gives 
me nothin’ for it ; if they do, they gives mo a copper, 
and very glad to git it. There’s some blind men as 
keeps standins in tlie street, and sells sticks, and braces, 
and p^locks, and key-rings; some on ’em drives a 
good trade. I knows one as got a fiirnily brought up 
quite respectable — the boys is ’prentices, and the gals 
goes to service, 1 should like to keep a standin’ myself 
if I had a few poun’s to begin with ; but. Lord ! I never 
had hut one sovereigti in my hand in my life, and that 
wasn’t mine. Tliere’s lots o’ blind men goes about wi* 
clogs tied to a string: them’s beggars. When a blind . 
man drives a dog, he’vc a made up his mind to be a 
gentleman. A dog aint of no real use to a blind man 
in Xfondon — not a bit in the world. A dog is a blind 
beggar’s sign ; and when the dog carries a tray in his 
mouth to catch the coppers, then there’s two beggars 
instead o’ one. There’s a sight o’ blind men in London 
as can see as well as you can. They starts out when 
’tiii dark wi’ great patches over their eyes, and goes 
with a boy— a young thief— to lead ’em, among the 
crowds and in the markets of a Saturday night. Wlien 
they; ^ts into the thick of it* they sings out: “Good 
Christians 1 for tlie love of Heaven bestow your cliarity 
upon the poor blmd— and God preserve your precious 
eyesight.” That’s their chant. They gits a lot o* money 
from the people, partik’lar on Saturday nights, when the 
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small change is fly in’ about : them’s robbers, an* nothin* 
else. There’s some poor fellows as I knows as can’t do 
nothin’ for a livin’. Blind men is often weak in the 
hc:id — a bit silly-like. They ino^n^y lives in work- 
] louses ; sometimes tlicy tries it on vt lucifer-matches: 
they likes to get out in the sun in \unmier-timc and 
fine weather: 1 pities them, poor i^lows! ’tis hard 
luck they *ve got. 

‘I’m always cheerful -minded *cept when I’m very 
hungry and got nothin’ to take home to ray >vife. We 
don’t want much — ’tis very little as kcc|»s her ; but I 
don’t like to go home without nothin’ in my pocket : 
then I sometimes thinks ’tis too bad, and gets low- 
spirited ; but I soon goes to sleep and forgits it, cos I’m 
so tired when 1 goes home. My wife cariu somethin* 
most weeks ; sometimes she looks artcr liule children 
when tlieir mothers goes out a-chafin’. She haves three- 
halfpence a day -for a child : when wm got two babies 
for a week that makes cightcenpence, and pays the 
rent. A good thing that would be if wt could do it 
always. She’s very fond o’ little babies, and knows 
how to do for ’em as well as a mother a’most, though 
she never had none of her own. 

‘ Saturday ’s my best day. My customers knows I 
can’t play the fiddle of a Sunday, and so I gits a good 
allowance of vittlcs, and Alls my bog. Thus a butcher 
not far off as gives me a rog’lar good stew o’ hones an* 
cutlin’s every Saturday night. That’s my Sunday’s 
dinner, and a famous diiin(?r my wife makes on it. 
Tliere’s a policeman out hero as collars me rcg’lar 
whenever my bag’s a bit full, and turns it all out, and 
axes me wliere 1 stole it. I says: “I’ll answer that 
tl*tfe <iuestion at the station-house, if you likes to take 
me there;” but lie never takes me up. That’s a noo- 
saiKH?, that is. 

‘ I never buys no clothes ; I git as much as 1 want 
gave me. Tlie boots is the worst. In course I nev^er 
gits tliem till they’re worn out; and as I can’t afford 
to have ’em iiieiuled, when it rains iny feet iJs always in 
tlio wot : blit I’m pretty well used it— that’s one good 
thing. This time o’ the year ’lis very bad ; there is so 
imic.li bad weallior^ and so few people about, a blind 
fiddler .might as well stay at lioiiio. There’s been 
notliin’ but rain all the w^eck, I only earned twopence 
yesterday, and that just made up the rent as was over- 
due: there was nothin’ for supper, though I’d liad 
iiotliiu’ all day but a hit o’ bread in the mornin’, and 
tO'day there w^as none for me to liave, ^o I come aw'ay 
without any. My wife have had her vittles to-day, 
that’s one comfort: she w^ent out afore. I did to go 
a-washin’; she’ll earn sixpence besides her vittles — and 
we shall have a good supper to-iiight, thank God! 

*l’ve had a good many accidents in my time, ’lliere 
is so many omnibuses now, that a blind man can’t 
venture olf the pavement. It takes me half an liour 
sometimes to get across from the “Angel” into the City 
Boad. I’ve been knocked down by cabs and omnibuses 
six or seven times ; I never got much hurt myself, but 
my flddlc liave been broke all to pieces several times. 
I always mci^ it myself, but it’s a deal o’ trouble and 
loss of time while the glue’s a-dryin’. Drunken men 
is wmrse than omnibuses. I’ve been beat about by 
drunken men many’s the time, cos 1 couldn’t play the 
tunes they wanted. I never goes into a public-house 
now: 1 had so many tricks put upon me, that I finds 
it better to keep away. I was a’most killed once by a 
lot o’ Irishmen : they knocked me about dreadful, and 
filled my Addle full 6’ beer, and then made jne play 
upon it, and cut the strings wdiile I was a* playin’. 
They done that cos I’m a very little fellow, and got no 
strength. That’s too bad! gome times gentlefolks « 
none too civil. Just afore I come to your gate, I tried 
at a. house a little way down the road : a gentleman 
come a-rushin* out, catches me bjj^ the throat, and 
twistis me roiui’ and roun’, and shoves me over the 
steps, a-swearin’ as how he’d got two scrapers at his 


door a’rcady, and didn’t want another. That aint 
civil, scein’ 1 Addles as w^ell as I can, and he got lio caU 
to pay lor it if he hifnt a mind to. 

‘ I don’t know' as I can tell you anythin’ mow, sir. 
You lee I don’t know' much of the world. All days is, i 
pretty inueh alike to me: wet or dry, hot or cold, is' 
all the difference bctw'een one day and another. IVe ^ 
does the best we can. Wlien the sun shines, and people 
walks about and enjoys theirselves, 1 gits a little 
money, and ray wiff3 aiid l is cheerful and contented* 
When the bad wjiitry weather comes down upon us, we 
do feel what it is to be hungry and poor; but we can’t 
help it, and it aint no use ffettin’. We might git into 
the workhouse in the winter if w-e liketl, but then we 
must sell up all oiir sticks, and 1 shouM lo.se all my 
customers where I plays reg’lar, and have to bcgU\tho 
w'orld agin when we come out in the summer. It 
W'ouldn’t do, that w'ouldn’t. 

‘ My wife’s a merry little ooman, and can go without 
a dinner and never grumble: many’s the day she gits 
no vittles, po more than myself. When there aint no 
vittles in the cupboard, and no means of earnin’ any, 

1 tells her not to git up, ami so she lies abed all day,; 
cos ’tis easier fastin’ in bed than when you are up and 
about. If I brings home anythin’, then she gits up 
ai^i^ cooks it, and then we’re all right. We alw'ays 
hopes for better times, and if we don’t live to see ’em, 
why then wo shan’t grieve for the want of ’em. I 
pliij'S the song, Tkert's a (food time comm’, hoysy and 
my wife sings. it. There's no harm in hopin’ that we 
may all live to sec it. That’s all 1 've got to say, sir.’ 

With that this uncomplaining heir of adverse 
fortune rose from his seat, placed his Addle under his 
arm, and thanking me warmly for all favours, groped 
his way up the kitchen .stairs and took his departure. 

I have given his history ns he detailed it: it has had 
no colouring and requires no comment at my hands. 
It is just one of those revelations of the mysteries of 
common life which arc only remarkable because tlxo 
world in general has not chosen to make them object 
of remark. But verily it has a use and a siguiffcatiun 
w'hich discontented respectability, cushion^ in its 
casy-chair, may do well to ponder. 


THINGS TALKKl) OF IN LONDON. 

Vfcember 18 JI. 

As usual, the approach of the winter solstice wakes us 
up from the inactivity produced by autumnal liolidays, 
and law, physic, and philosophy, to say nothing of 
pleasure, are girding up their loins for what is to 
haiipcn nc.\t. Micliaelmas term having come Sud 
gone, clients are wondering whether Hilary, which is 
close at hand, will prove propitious— ami so there is" 
excitement of some kind for all parties. Our societies, 
philosophical, scientiffe, and otherwise, are bestirring 
themselves, have opened their sessions w’ith mpris or 
less oiiclat, and stretched out their plan of action for 
the next six months, which in most instances ditfere 
but little from the accustomed routine. Tlie, Royal 
Society have held their anniversary, on which occa-v 
sion Lord Rosse, the president, delivered his annual:! 
address to tlio Fellows — being a resuind of sei^iific ! 
memorabilia, with obituary notices of deceased 
and presented the Copley Medal to Professor Owen for I 
hfs zoological researches ; one of the Royal 
Mr Newport for hla investigations into the : subject 
tlie reproduction of animal life by irnpr^nation 
dkempliffed in amphibia 'r- said to be by cqmiwteuft J 
judges one of the most remarkable and imiNwiant'! 
contributions to microscopic anatomy that has of 
mmle its appearance. The second : feyal Medal , 
been awarded to Lord lipsse. bimself for hi$ 
micftl laboprs, qliiefly with refcrenc^l to , Observatlohs -S 
on. the .NebulsS'-^ 'those.' ' ex't^apidtc^ 
of which" ; the 




reiiiiB ■■inor#*iho' golden 
t : VTM coMogiiently Mnd^ ^ td : him hy the 
6nt» Then followed the elation of the new 
[id the English bond of ;brotherhoocV-^ 
esides all ^is the Boyal Society hare had 
Faxttday, sUU^f^ 

ning the dUcoret^ in jdectricity ahd mag- 
ibh havb 80 loiig^ engaged the attention of 
oistingulshed ptulosopher,; Mr Wheatstone, too, 
given them some widlUonal instances of his invcn- 
genius in his on the phenomena of what is 
binocular risicm^ a^ that asto- 

I'Snshiiig instrument the stereoioope. You look through 
eye^ple^s at two pictutes precisely alike placed in 
i^a phgitih^^ is such that the two 

i|li^]i)ear'aS'Ohe o^ in full and most striking relief: 
of 'yoursolf you are obliged to believe that the 
are raised, standing out round even 
the mihut^t details, wW^^ background seems to 
: : have r^^eded to a considerable distance. Still more 
;inarvelloas is the ;?seM(fosc< 5 >e--an instrument similar 
. .iin pnnciple, but playing such pranks with the pheno- 
^'inaua of vision, that all ordinary notions of the subjdct 
resolve tliemsdves into amazement, and ordinary words 
. are inadequate to express the combinations. Things 
v^whioh gre farthest off appear the nearest, a globe is no 
f louj^r a globe but a basin, convex is concave, dhd 
.. lohdi is hollow! w^er this, who shall aver that seeing is 
l^belieViog? There will be something else to say on this 
matter before long. Meantime 1 may tell you that the 
ffrst of the twfjlve Prince^ Albert -authorisc^d lectures 
has been delivered at the Society of Arts by the 
Master of Trinity, Dr Whewell ; the others will follow 
Ibrthwith; and as they will doubtless be published, 
'students who cannot come to town will have an oppor- 
tunity of reading them. 

Among a select few, certain new combinations and 
^ applications in electro- telegraphy are talked about, which 
greatly excel all that has yet been accomplished in that 
wondrpiis science. If all go well with the inventor, we 
to" see the results next year. Enteiprise is still 
busy with that which is accomplished : an additional, 
uable, similar to the one sunk across the Channel, has 
riaeen advertised for — ingenious brains are at work 
.trying to devise n system of universal symbols which 
; used and understood by all muions alike in 

^gj^lr telegraphic communications ; and, more than allj 
inheil is reported to have discovered a means for 
nding a concentrated shock or flash to any distance 
along the wires without the necessity of repeating it at 
intermediate stations. Thus, as Tennyson says, we 
;.::or^ ever waking upon * science grown to more.’ 

:: .^Therc BO many things talked about at our 
^ji^ientiflo gatherings that it would be hopeless to 
^B|li^pt to re|ip)rt one-half of them: we can only deal 
l^tli th^most important. Among these Mr Mercer’s 
mPQCess for * dontracting the flbfes of calico, and 
calico thus prepared colours of 
yinich WUliandy,’ is still regarded by chemists as likely 
^Itblead : to valuable results. This was brought forward 
last iueeting of the British Association, and 

S ed as the discovery that * a solution of col#rS|t| 
soda imfe pecUlrn^^ fibre, immediately 

j;lt to ;eontriiiet; and although the soda can be 
IflpMily : ^asb^^^^^ o^ the fibre has undergone a 
Thu^.: " a - .'.coarse " cotton', fabric, and 
by^&^ pitip^ iOlution of cau^^ soda, 
made much floor in appeaxanos \ and if 
|||l:'|n^t'''Gpicb'.madO:^ ISOpicln - 

;of^'^'iniOmedlate]y .appea|ti''«8 
■|findW''^i&.;5icksi'‘';. '.Sfe^JldngS '/b^ ■ open': weaving ussutne 
g'|Ouch,flner!(&ctiOfi|':''i>^ i ^ but • 

'-^effedt-'ollhAlafleri^^ '..most Istnicing^'Ahewn ' 

‘.f thpl&t .m:'.'''giipk'. ' ;ii^tton. ':''^lvet .becomeii 
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y'. . 'apiped'.'':-; with'- ■. .HtUo 




sOtisfaiSLiou— such as lilac— come out with strength and 
brilliancy, besides producing fabrics cheaply, finer than 
can be possibly woven by hand.’ Tlie strength, too, is 
increased by this process ; for a string of calico which 
breaks with a wjjjght of thirteen ounces when not 
soaked, will boauftwenty ounces when half condensed 
by the caustic B®la. 

Our neighbomrs across the Channel have not been 
idle, as you would believe could you see the numerous 
cibramunications submitted to the French Acad(^mie. 
M. A. Dumonlj has sent one entitled * Experiments on 
the application of electro-magnetism as a motive power,’ 
in the description of which he states, that 4f in the 
production of great power the elcctro-ma^etic force is 
inferior to that of steam, it becomes equal to it, and 
perhaps su^rior in the production of small power, 
which may be subdivided, varied, and introduced into 
employments or trades requiring but little capital, and 
where the absolute value of the mechanical power is 
less essential than the facility of producing instan- 
taneously and at pleasure the power itself.’ In this 
point of view electro-magnetic power comes to com- 
plete, not to supersdde, that of steam. 

In connection with these results I may tell you of 
tiiose obtained by M. Baumgartner in another part of 
the continent. With respect to the effects of atmo- 
spheric electricity on telegraph wires, ho says tliat 
the deflections produced are of two kinds — small and 
great, and that the law of the former is discoverable. 
* The observations made at Vienna and at Griilz appear 
to shew that during the same day the electric currents 
move from those two places to Sbmmering, which is 
moro elevated. During the night the dircctioij^^s 
reversed, and the change takes place after the risiiip- 
and setting of the sun. The regular current, too, is 
less disturbed by the irregular currents when the air 
is dry and the sky serene, than when the weather is 
rainy.’ 

While the northern line from Vienna was being 
fixed, ‘ the w^orkmen frequently complained of a kind 
of spasms which they felt in handling the wfres,’ but 
which * censexi as sohn as they took tlie precaution not 
to iouch the wires with naked hands. These spasms 
were most frequent and intense in Styria, the highest 
region of the line. Thus, near Kranichfcld, a workman 
received a shock sufficiently violent to throw him down 
and paralyse liis right arm. 

‘ On the 17th August 1849, a storm which had broken 
out at OlmUtz extended to Friclitz, a distance of ten 
miles. A workman employed at this latter station, 
while' fixing’ the wires, vras also thrown down l)y a 
sadden shock, and those parts of his fingers which had 
touched the wires appeared as if burnt. At this time 
the sky was jierfectly serene at lYielitz.’ 

You will perhaps exclaim here : * bjnough of mag- 
notUm for the present;’ had the facts, however, been 
less important than they are acknowledged to bo, I 
should not have dwelt so long on them. Now, to 
return to the Academie. M. Lewy has brought 
from New Granada the Arracachaj an esculent M’hich 
he hopes may be introduced into France, as a. resource 
in case of future potato disease. It possesses many 
valuable properties, hut does not transplant easily. 
We are told that a M. Goudot lost his life in 1847 in 
his attempt to enrich his country with ‘tliis precious 
alimentary root.* Other academicians are discussing 
the subject' of cedron {Sinaba cet/roa), which I men- 
tioned a short time since as a newly - discovered 
remGdy against serpent-bites and intermittent fever. 
It has been subjected to chemical analysis, and the 
active principle shewn to be cedrine, more persistent 
and intensely bitter inan strychnine. A ibrther 
quantity of the seeds htis been received, and if they 
possess a real therapeutic value, the medical world will 
soon be instructea of the fact. 

M. J* Durocher states that ho has succeeded in 





making artificial dolomite, by exposing porous //me- / (&opId]r Wtm 

stone to the action of magnesian vapours inside a gun- the breast and abdomen, suspending the presstiii^ during 
barrel, subjected for three hours to a red heat. Tlie inspiration— the nose of the bellows to be ihtl^uced- 
result is a dolomite very similar to that which exists into one of the nostrils, the other to l)o left 
I in such great abundance in tho and the experi- * li^romote the absorption of water from the brondhlal : ^ 
mcntalist considers that * liincstontVocks have passed vessels, w^cll can only be local. In asphyxia the veiioi^: ^ 


into the state of dolomite under the wfluenco of mag- system is always gorged ; hence bleeding is one of the;; 
neslan vapours rising from the depths of the earth.’ most powerful means for this purpose;’ and last 'X^eV; 
The fact is curious, and is in favour of the theory which application of heat, under all forms and to all parti ;:io0^ 
derives all matter from one single primary element, the body, is a useful agent not to be neglected. 

Apropos of this artificial geology, thcr§ is a rumour is rather a long account, but 1 send it you i.8 our ' 
from Lodi — for which, by the way, I di not vouch — medical men sify that it emixklies some new tiev?s 
that Professor Gobini produces all tho phenomena of on tine pliilosophy of drowning. 

mountain formations and stratifications on a small M. Letillols announces the discovery of a oolouirless ' 
scale, by the cooling of a heated mass of mineral and liquid, which ‘will fix in a durable manner on wjutoj. 
earthy substances.* If true, this may g.Ve us some paper all the colours of the prism,’ but he has not yet: 
insight into the niodr/s operandi of nature in the pheno- made it public; and this reminds me of an analogous : 
raena of geology : at all events, out of such experiments result lately obtained in America, 
as the two here mentioned a pnictical benefit sometimes ]tfr Hill of New York lias succeeded in fixing colours. :; 
proceeds, as chcmi(5al discovery did out of alchemy ; and by photograpliy, and produces what he calls Hillotypes* 
perhaps they may liave a hearing on the prize-question Ho Says : * I have forty-fivo specimens, all of which : 
proposed by the Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin: present the several colours, true to a tint, and with a i 
100 ducats will he given ‘for tlxj best work on the degree of brilliancy never seen in the richest l)aguerreo*‘! 
nature and mode of action, and resulting constitution, type; and this is true also of the whites and blacks.: 
of liydraiilic mortar, including the constitution of The pictures liave much the appcarajice of enkmelling, ' 
zeolites generally, but esjiecially of thoso produced imd 1 believe are equally durable ; for it is very diffl- 
in the solidification of mortar.’ The essays may he edit to effiico them by scouring, and, as far as I can 
Avritteu in French, German, or Latin, at the pleasure judge, they are not acted upon by light. My success ;■ 
of the author: they are to be sent in by March 1854, in quickening the plates has been equally gratifying ; 
mid the prize will be awarded in the following month and 1 have but little doubt of being able to operate in 
of J uly. Now tViat subaqueous and subterrenc strue- diflusing light instantaneously, having already reduced 
tiires arc becoming more and more a necessity, this ! the timO of sitting to much less tlian that required for | 


miestion is the more important. 

^Noxt to touch on physiology ; M. Plouviez finds thai 
*.i cases of suspended animation from tlic use of chloro 


Haguerreotyping. I have never yet made a partial 1 
Plouviez finds that failure. Thc fblds of the linen are always well defined, 
n the use of chloro- Blue or solarised linen is unknown in my process, 


form, 1)5 per cent, of the eases may bo saved by and there is always* a strength and clearness in thC' 
insutflation, and 75 per cent, by alternate pressure of whites unattainable by mercury. During tjio last/ 
the breast and abdomen. He shews also that asphyxui, winter I have several times taken a view, lU which ] 
or suspended animation from drowning, is a more there is a deep-red house, while the aground was covered • 
serious matter, because in addition to the chill there with snow. For experiment, I exposed the plate so 
is the constant introduction of water into the terminal long ns to reduce the bright red of the house to a very 
bronchi - a fact, as he says, not sufiieicntly regarded, light red, while at the same time the white snow was 
but one Avhurb cfibctually prevents the due penetration developed with a beautiful wliitcuess,’ After tills, 
of air, as is shewn by the dissection of animals which seeing that Becqucrel is working at the same subject} 
have perished by drowning, lie states further, that and that prizes are ofibred for improvements in phptor 
three miiiiitcs’ submersion produces the most complete grapliy, we may expect to see something excellent.: 
sigTis of death, when, ‘if the animal l>e taken out and Our meteorologists are much interested by ate|^rt 
laid on a tabic, the beatings of tlie heart can be no recently published hy Dr Bulst, of the observatory iit i 
longer felt; but if an acupuncturating needle be Bombay, on tho rainy season of 1849, the most remark-; ' 
plunged into this organ it oscillates strongly until the able which has occurred in India during the present ' 
ninth or tenth minute, and sometimes a little longer, century. Kxtreme drought prevailed for a time most 
Never,’ he continues, ‘ have I seen tho oscillations i«irtially and capriciously. From tho 22d to the 24th 
cease at tlic end of two or three minutes except the of June an extraordinary and violent atmospheric corn- 
stay in the water has been prolonged beyond five motion took place over the wdiole region, from Calcutta 
minutes.’ At times not the least drop of blood would to Aden, a distance of three thousand miles, and the 
follow incisions made on different jiarts of tho body ; barometer fell almost unprecedentedly lotr. Hurricane 
but as goon as animation began to revive the wounds storms followed. At Bombay sixteen inches, of tain, 
began to bleed, ‘ proving that the capillary circulation fell in three days, and from that time there were con- ' 
had been momentarily destroyed notwithstanding tho tinual falls in different parts of the country, Tho di«- . 
oscillations of tho needle, wliich clearly indicated a turbance was not confined to tropical latitudi^^!^ 
movement in the heart, but not safiicient to force the many persons will remember, ono of the most 
blood into the remoter branches of the circulatory rain and hail storms on record broke out in 
system. It has thus never once happened to me to be of England on the 26th July. The di«turl«^ib : 
able to restore an animal to life in which the needle accompanied, too, by anonudous conditions. Ai 
had ceased to vibrate, while cerebral life has often tho air was dry, although rain fell h^vllyj wliilu^^^^ 
been seen to return w'hen the capillary circulation had Aden it was precisely tlie reverse;: At Mahabaleeshiwj^i 
ceased.’ hail feU without interruption from the 27th 

M. Plouviez concludes his remarks with a few prac- of July ; and yet in some places rain was 
tical suggestions, and- shews that the water wliich may famine seemed imminent, and the ;planl^ti6ris of 8uSj®|| 
have lodged in tlie air-passages near the tiiroat may be cane were pulled up t<nceep the cattle alive. ^ 
made to escape by a conformable position of the biody^ August, the rivers of the puqjaub, owing tq tlifie 
and that it cannot be removed, as is supposed, by xnPPns fall in the mountains of the horth-weste^vi^ 
of a pump. ‘Place the body,’ he says, ‘out of the devastated tlm country on eitbi^ sMej And tiie J^^ 
reach of cold; let the head incline downwards, and fed with water from the hUls of;,; 
open tlie mouth to let the water flow%it ; all of which down with xnrerwli^mlng^ fpiy; . 
will not occupy more than twenty seconds. . sidt-stbres 




..salt-^i^s;; 
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of tho British troops, who were forced to a 
milei. The river burst through 
flooded the countiy for hundreds of 

t ues. As the report states, Hhe bastions, outworks, 
Other works of Mool tan, which a year before* had 
months defied all the , ellbrts of ou* artillery, 
*^0Ued into the flood, On the 16th three magnificent 


|:%^0s::ibll, and at seven on the morning of the 17th the 
ll^ehOtmptts cupola of the Baha^^ Huk came thundering 
fifTOiind with a noise like the explosion of a 
fti^endous The whole structures were built of 

p ljinbiiimt bricks/ : Such a fiood, it is satd, has never yet 
known in Ihdia, ; It went nil down the course of 
^ ill Southern India, flic 

^lOpdakery burnt into levelling all the buildings 

llih ^ until the higliost parts of the 

Were three feet underwater. Such, in brief, is 
i; ;the isubstance of Dr Buiat’s report, the most compre- 
perhaps, which has ever appeared on •the 
i^jiieteorological phenomena of India. 

you will remember my telling you of Dr Knoblecher’s 
MNifc discoveries. They have excited the most lively 
r^mtefest in our Society, and serve as a 

;>ji^ttnterpoise to the cnthusla^ got up for Lieutenant 

Siberia -if tlic Eiii- 
him^to look for Sir John 
A But to come back to tfie 

! it is now supposed that further researches will 
|>%iifd to confirm the statements made by Ptolemy so 
centuries ago. * The discovery of the mysterious 
i^ soumes of the 'giant stream of the African continent, 
i;j^*$hQ largest river of the Old World, perhaps even of the 
*|i;CUtiro ^obe^. remains/ wc are now told, ‘the greatest 
t jirSldem 6f geography/ These sources, ft is believed, 
ii; Will be found not far from Kenia, some 370 gcographi- 
miles beyond the farthest point yet reached by 
llAu^l^ier. Lake Tchad, too, is being explored by au 
bo^ so that some day we may expect Africa 
‘ problem/ "Meantime the interior of 
' is a problem, and people are vbeginnuig to 

the missiiig Leichurdt as well as the 
J^ankim Aud after all, there still remains 
JllmtvhndUcovered Kafiristan, somewhere to the ii^^rth- 
of India, which^ though long termed the opprobrium 
||of British geography, is yet a problem. ; . 

A little item from ISt Petersburg, and I close. M. 
BoSmakowsky has presented to the Imperial Academy 
ofi^u^nces a paper ou a ‘curious application of the law 
g^^probabiiities to the approximate determination of the 
:^{mlt8 of the real loss of men experienced by a troop 
j^duirlng battle,* The object is to give mathematical 
i;:>|f^«ul«!, whereby the proposed results may be arrived 
||tl afiy time durDig an engagement, as well as after it. 
|^||s a'^uestipn, kowever, whether captains and colonels 
willing to^ s the middle of the strife to 
^i^k a sum. You will perhaps say, what few will (4rc 
that M. Bounjokowsky might devote liis cal- 
datioat mbre peaceful purpose. And so I close 
yi^li gossip by wishing you a Mcny Cliri8tm«as. 



‘GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.» 

BT THE BEV. JAMES GILBOBNE LYONS, LL.I>. 

Ou ! sweep il0 loud harp’s tuneful strings, 
Break fortb^ke song-birds after showers, 

To tell hmjple — the King of kings-r- 
Gaiue to tlis ruined world of ours. 

If angels beamed on Judah’s hills, 
a And bid those watchers then rejoice. 

Shall we, whose cars that message fills, 

Mock wth cold hearts the sacred voice ? 

When Ho — the Son of God — was bom. 

We B'alked in darkness far astray; 

But, fair as Greenland's arctic iiioni, . 
lie eXhsed our long, drear ni^t away. 

His head that Tuanger cradle pressed — 

He toiled and suiTered many a year. 

To give the fainting nations rest, 

* To diy the mourner’s bitter tear. 

Who, who that ever breathed on earth — 

Bard, propheL hero, saint, or sage — 

Gave cause lilPe tkix for righteous mirth 
To men of every clime and age ? 

Oh ! .it were shameful and unwise 
Before those waning lights to fall. 

Yet look with cold and careless eyes 
On Him— TUB Central Sun of all. 

Go, tell the trembling slave of guilt, 

Whose breast is sad, whose eye is dim, 

The Just One’s sacred blood was spilt, 

To win back Heaven’s lost smile for him. 

All, all may join His glorious bands 
In that far world of light and bliss, 

Who keep His pure and high commniuls 
With meek and faithful hearts in this ! 
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A NEW WOSK, IS MONTIILY VOLVMRS, FJIICK BIxIbcNCK EACH, 
TAPER COVRKS. 

First Volume just issued. 

The demand for a light and entertaining class of boohs for perusnl 
on Railways, has induced us, as it has done other puhlishi'.rs, to 
prepare a series of chesp and handy volunies, accei-Hiblc to nil. 
The Work consists partly of ainuBing papers reprinted from the 
early qunrto volumes of * Chamrkhs's Eoiniiouoh Joiiit>fAi. ' 
>-now irrecoverably out of print, nnd unknown, to the young 
generntion of readers— nnd partly of articles of a siinibir kind 
Ibr which space has not been found in tho current numbers of that 
periodical. In short, this Pocket Miseellany jiiny, in a limited 
8.;nsc, bo considered a supplementary * CHAiuiiRRs’s JouiiNAt.,* 
and is icspcctfnlly offered as a literary coinxninion for the Uaii.' 
WAY, the Fireside, or tho Rush. W, dc II. C. 

Sold by all Booksellers. 


The present number of the Journal couiplctos the Sixteenth 
Volume (now .series) , for which a title-page and index have been 
prepared, and may be had of tho publishers and their agents. 


END OT SIXTEENTH VOLUME. 


W. mi ■ It . CnAluiinr .^tailiargh.' ' 







